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1980, ALREADY... . and, as we 
stand at the threshold of a new 
decade, it looks as if reactionary 
ayatollahs and hawkish oil 
sheikhs will combine to give us a 
harder time than any altogether 
more sinister band of 7984 big 
brothers. It is, in truth, the 
dawning of a decade of energy- 
consciousness that demands to 
be met with determination and 
inspiration, and in which we may 
hope to _ see_ technological 
advances to surpass those of any 
earlier automotive age. 

Here, we welcome in the 
1980s with the first of several 
significant changes to the maga- 
zine that we hope will earn 
your approval: see our revised 
car tests, the first of a regular 
‘vox-pop’ series (page 20), a 
Consumer column (page 51) and 
the new-look Monitor. 

It pleases us that, for the pres- 
ent, we can hold our coverprice 
at 50p. Not-so-good news for 
subscribers is that, from 1 
January, we must increase the 
annual charge to £3.95, to 
attempt to meet the ever-rising 
cost of fulfilling orders. Sorry . . . 


— to Edie 
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Disappearing trick 

CARS THAT were being rustproofed 
six years ago, when firms offering 
specialist after-market treatments 
were beginning to boom, are now 
approaching the end of their 
warranty periods. Hundreds of claims 
have already been lodged, and the 
figure is expected to rise sharply as 
more and more owners take a hard 
look at their vehicles before their 
guarantees expire. 

A large number of these motorists 
are in for disappointment: in many 
cases, they will find that the work- 
shop that applied the treatment is 
no longer in business. 

Over the years, many backstreet 
operators have lured customers 
with huge discounts, then suddenly 
downed the few tools at their dis- 
posal and disappeared. Their poor 
standards and warranties, not worth 
the paper on which they were 
written, have done much to tarnish 
the image of reputable companies. 

This is one of the reasons why 
Robert Clay, managing director of 
the Bodyshield group, is spearhead- 
ing a move to form a trade federation 
and a strict code of practice. 

‘By doing business with these 
firms, both the public and the trade 
would be assured of a good deal,’ 
he says. ‘The code would insist on 
warranties covering not only rust- 


proofing treatments but also 
workmanship.’ 
Clay's initiative, which has the 


AA‘s support, is to be applauded. In 
addition, he hopes that other firms 
will follow his company’s example 
by sending reminders to customers 
when their cars are due for inspec- 
tion—a _ condition of warranty. 
‘Many operators gamble on owners 
forgetting these checks, which 
invalidates the guarantees,’ he says. 
@7urn to page 58 for the complete 
lowdown on rustproofing. 
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ITS A LITTLE-KNOWN fact that nearly 
one in five of motorists who fail a 
breath-test subsequently manage to 
pass a blood or urine test at a police 
station. 

Apart from the innocent motorist’s 
nightmare experience of arrest, this 
discrepancy also represents a waste 
of police time and public money. 
The need for a better screening 
device is obvious, and _ Cardiff 
scientists have come up with the 
Alcolmeter S-L2—a small box that 
incorporates an_ electro-chemical 
fuel cell to generate a voltage 
in proportion to the amount of 
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alcohol in the sample of breath. The verdict is displayed by lamps coloured 
red, amber or green to provide a clear indication of the result. 

Motorists in parts of W Yorkshire and Sussex will be the first to get a 
personal demonstration of the Alcolmeter when it goes on trial with regional 


. police forces. The AA will be conducting its own tests on the instrument that, 


it’s hoped, will cut down on the number of innocent motorists arrested. 


Cheapskate 

IF, LAST SUMMER, you sat fuming in 
one of the traffic jams caused by the 
many maintenance gangs at work, 
you can at least console yourself 
that the roads will be better able this 
winter to withstand the ravages of 
snow and ice. 

Or can you? Says Dennis Clark, 
president of the Institution of 
Municipal Engineers: ‘It’s true that 
most, if not all, local authorities 
stepped-up resurfacing work in the 
summer. But a lot of it was simple 
tar spraying, when, ideally, hot-rolled 
asphalt should have been used.’ 

He explains: ‘Hot-rolled asphalt 
gives a better. ride, has superior 
anti-skid characteristics, is less 
prone to damage and lasts much 
longer. But, because of the shortage 
of cash for roads, we had to opt 
for the cheaper, less-effective 
alternative.’ 

The big worry, Clark goes on, is 
that, in many cases, tar spray was 
put down without first repairing 
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MODERN FORMULA 1 cars have as 


much in common with the family saloon as 


the jet engine has with the horse. But, very occasionally these days, the GP 
world throws up an idea with some general value... 

Ask us about the racing idea most unlikely to catch on, and we would have 
said ‘skirts’-—until recently, that is. Now, we learn that Vauxhall is to market 
a kit of deep front and side skirts for Chevettes. Made of jin-thick rubber 
sheet, the skirts are 3iin deep—seen here on Black Magic, one of several 
‘project’ cars created by Vauxhall's design director, Wayne Cherry. 

The skirts limit the volume of air passing under the car, ensuring that it 
doesn’t ‘spill out’ along the body sides to create drag-inducing vortices. A 
side-effect of directing more air over the vehicle is that lift is reduced, 
yielding improvement in both fuel consumption and high-speed stability. 

In wind-tunnel tests, Black Magic showed a 20.4% reduction in drag com- 
pared to a standard 1256cc Chevette, and a 12.1% reduction compared to a 


Chevette HS2300 hatchback. 


structural foundation damage — 
again for economy. ‘The day is get- 
ting nearer when, after years of 
inadequate maintenance brought 
about by the Whitehall axe, the 
chickens really will come home to 
roost. Then, the country will face a 
mammoth road-rebuilding bill.’ 

In fact, the day of reckoning, he 
warns, is likely to be with us even 
sooner, in the wake of the 3% local- 
authority spending cutback ordered 
by the government in the autumn. 

‘Another bad winter this year will 
undoubtedly mean many more 
potholes, and further undermining 
of foundations. It’s because of this 
that the IME is increasing pressure 
on the ministry to change its out- 
look. . . before it is too late.’ 


Window pain 

ELECTRICALLY powered windows can 
exert pressures of up to 95lb/psi, 
particularly along their upper edges. 
That’s enough ta injure fingers— 
especially children’s. 

Now, Lucas has dreamed up a 
better idea—a touch-sensitive strip 
that’s inlaid in the window glass 
and transmits a signal to the motor 
drive at the first hint of resistance. 

Not only does the window stop 
rising, it can also go into reverse. 


Exhausted possibility 

REMEMBER the ballyhoo that surroun- 
ded the debut of Honda’s CVCC 
stratified-charge engine, a few years 
ago? The complex design, which 
included a kind of pre-combustion 
chamber above the cylinder head, 
was heralded as a great step forward 
in the exhaust-emission clean-up. 
So much so, in fact, that other 
manufacturers approached Honda 
for manufacturing licences. 

Now, according to a report from 
Japan, Honda is planning to drop 
the CVCC engine, though produc- 
tion will continue for another two 
years or so. 

The snag is one that’s been causing 
emission-conscious legislators an 
increasing amount of embarrass- 
ment: the cleaner the exhaust, the 
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more fuel the engine needs. So, 
putting economy before ecology, 
Honda is fitting catalytic converters 
to its exhausts instead. 


Ford French first 

FORD has picked the Paris Motor 
Show (October 1980) as the launch 
platform for its new car, code-name 
Erika. It's the car that will replace 
the Escort, and Ford plans to build 
itin Britain, Spain and W Germany. 


Bikes boom 

IT COULD be the return of Mod 
fashion, or maybe more ladies are 
taking to two wheels, but motor- 
scooter sales are booming. 

Vespa, the only manufacturer left 
in the business, reports a 29% 
increase in sales for the first six 


months of 1979, compared with the 
same period in 1978. 

Motorcycle dealers are also happy 
to see petrol prices forcing more 
people on to two wheels, but, 
overall, mopeds are taking the 
lion's share of the market; while the 
total of two-wheel sales has risen by 
25%, 55% of all sales is made up of 
sub-50cc machines. 

Meanwhile, a new sales area has 
been found for superbikes—1 O0Occ- 
plus monsters with features such as 
shaftdrive. It seems that many are 
going to well-heeled car owners 
who seek entertainment rather than 
transport. 


New Horizons 

TALBOT iS moving into the electronic 
age with its Horizon SX, complete 
with cruise control, trip computer 


and automatic transmission as well. 

The computer is a five-function 
unit that gives the driver touch-of- 
a-button visual displays of elapsed 
journey-time, trip distance, fuel 
consumption, average rate of con- 
sumption and average speed. 

Oh yes, there's also a digital clock. 

As Talbot's — top-of-the-range 
model, the SX has such standard 
features as_ front-seat head- 
restraints, tinted glass, a tailgate 
wash-wipe, remote-control driver's 
and passenger's door mirrors, a 
laminated windscreen and a radio/ 
cassette player. 

Less futuristic was Talbot's recent 
recall of 22,000 Alpines built in the 
UK between August 1978 and 
April 1979. Said a spokesman: ‘This 
is a precautionary measure. We have 
found that, in a few, isolated cases 
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What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 
tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 
manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the cheque you can expect to write to put your new Mini or Rolls on the road, 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and delivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 
DRIVE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members 
can apply to their regional AA office—address in Handbook, Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, 
Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles. 


DRIVE/AA 
Model Manual Auto Road Test 
AC (18 dealers) 
3000ME 13377 — 
ALFA ROMEO (150 dealers 
Alfasud Super 
1.3(1350cc) 3670 — 
Super 1.5 3852 — 
Ti 1.5 4075 — 
Sprint 1.5 5055 — D6/79 
SprintVeloce 5215 — 
Giulietta 1.6 4895 — D25/79 
1S 5215 — 
2000L 5799 — 
GTV2000 6576 — 
GTV Strada 8035 — 
ASTON MARTIN (13 dealers) 
v8 28858 28858 
V8 Vantage 30987 — 
V8 Volante 36168 36168 
Lagonda — 40040 
AUDI (340 dealers) 
80LS 5149 5484 
GLS 5757 6092 D18/79 
GLE 6815 — 
100 AvantL 5960 — 
L5S 6434 6963 
GL5S 6944 7474 
L5D 7210 — 
AvantGL5S 7319 7849 
GL5E 7672 8201 
CD 5E — 9424 
AvantCD5E — 9867 
AUSTIN MORRIS (1850 dealers) 
Mini 850 City 2524 — RTR340 
850 Super 2761 — 
1000 Super 2830 3260 D3/78 
Clubman 
(1098cc) 3120 — 
Clubman 
(998cc) —_— 3550 D3/78 
estate 
(1098cc) 3387 — 
estate 
(998cc) _ 3817 
Allegro 1100DL 3205 — 
1300 2dr 3326 3756 
4dr 3450 3880 
1300L 2dr 3590 4020 
4dr 3714 4144 
1300HL4dr 4134 4564 RTR377 
1300 estate 3688 4118 
1300L estate 3952 4382 
1500L 4dr 3880 — 
1500L estate 4118 — 
1500HL 4dr 4300 — D5/79 
1750L 4dr — 4302 
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1750Lestate — 4540 
1750HL 4dr — 4722 
Vanden Plas 
1500 4dr 4980 5410 
Marina 1300 3443. — 
4dr 3577 — 
1300L 2dr 3714 — 
4dr 3814 4203 RTR392 
1300HL4dr 4208 4597 
1300 estate 4057 — 
1700 4dr 3877 — 
1700L 4dr 4114 4503 
1700HL 4dr 4538 4927 D4/79 
1700 estate 4331 — 
1700L estate 4568 4957 
1700HL 
estate 4956 5345 
Maxi 1500 4213. — RTR263 
1750 4391 4850 
1750HL 4667 5126 
1750HLS 4796 — 
Princess 1700L 4439 4925 
1700HL 4814 5300 
1700HLS 5336 5822 
2000HL 5076 5562 
2000HLS 5595 6081 
2200HL 5482 5968 D11/78 
2200HLS 6086 6572 
BENTLEY (78 dealers) * 
T2 Series — 36824 
Corniche —_— 53494 
Convertible —_— 56808 
BMW (144 dealers) 
316 5311 — RI149 
320 5680 6117 R1I149 
323i 7761 — D12/79 
518 6865 — 
520 7983 8420 D2/78 
525 9101 9538 
528i 10326 10763 
633CSi — 17673 
635CSi 18951 — 
728i 12056 12606 
732i 13854 14404 
735i 15606 15960 
BRISTOL (0 dealer) 
412 S2 
convertible- 
saloon — 32817 
603 S2 — 36303 
BUICK (5 dealers) 
Century —_— 9578 
CADILLAC (5 dealers) 
Seville Elegante — 21769 
Elegante (Ihd) — 19396 
Seville —_ 18362 
Seville (Ind) — 15989 
Fleetwood 
Brougham 
d'Elegance — 15869 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
Super SevenTC 5238 — 
1600GT 4633 — 


CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 


Caprice Classic — 12904 
Classic (Ihd) — 10680 
Classic estate — 13028 
Classic estate 

(Ihd) — 10805 

Monte Carlo 

coupé — 9878 

Corvette (hd) — 12228 

CITROEN (260 dealers) 

2CV6 2205 — RTR118 

Dyane Weekend 2423 — D1/79 
Visa Club 3083 — 

Super 3383 — 

GS special 3412 — 
estate 3702 — 

Club 3766 4009 RTR384 
Clubestate 4021 — D5/79 
Pallas 4182 4525 

GSX-3 44455 — 

CX Reflex 5830 — 

Athena 6362 — 

Pallas 2400 7264 7468 
Injection — 7932 

CX2400 Super 6789 6993 
Pallas 7264 7468 
GTi 7910 — 

Prestige 
Injection 10549 — 
Safari 6790 7121 RTR416 

S Familiale 6912 7243 

CXZ500D Super 6866 — 

D Safari 7172 — 
D Familiale 7292 — 
COLT (280 dealers) 

GLX 3dr 

hatchback 3919 — 
GLX 5dr 

hatchback 4189 — 
1400 estate 4029 — 

Celeste 1600ST 4349 — 
GS 4559 — 
2000GT 4879 — 

Sigma 1600GL 4559 4904 
2000GLX 5149 5494 RTR432 
estate 5729 — 

Sapporo2000 6339 6684 


DAIHATSU (78 dealers) 


F20 soft top 4941 — 
hard top 5101 — 
F50 soft top 
(diesel) 5435 — 
hard top 
(diesel) 5595 — 
Charade XG 3101 — 
XTE 3471 — 


where the routing is incorrect, it is 
possible for the front-brake hoses 
to foul the road wheels on full lock.’ 
Modifications are free and, at the 
same time, dealers will reroute the 
engine's auxiliary unit wiring. 


If you knew Suzi 

SUZUKI is best known in the UK for 
its motorcycles, but means to 
change its image with a little car 
called the SC100. 

Unusually, it features a_ rear- 
engine/rear-wheel-drive _ configura- 
tion a /a Hillman Imp, and places 
great faith in the continued need for 
fuel economy. Suzuki has certainly 
cut down on space, with next-to-no 
luggage room in the forward boot, 
and a rear seat that’s suitable only 
for contortionists and babes. 

Suzuki engineers are confident 
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DATSUN (380 dealers) 
New Cherry 3dr 


hatchback 2898 — 
GL 3dr 3129 — 
4dr saloon 3192 — 
5dr estate 3408 — 
3dr coupé 3602 — 
Sunny 1200GLS 
2dr 3388 =~— 
Adr 3495 — D20/79 
1400GLS 
2dr — 3860 
4dr — 3957 
1200 estate 3729 — 
1400 coupé 
4-speed 3829 — 
1400 fastback 
estate 4031 — 
Violet 140J Mk3 3823. — RI132M 
160J Mk3 3906 4204 
SSS coupé 4391 — 
Bluebird 160B 
MkII 4122 — 
180B 4230 — 
180B estate 
MkII 4584 — RTR316 
180B SSS 
Mk Il 4730 — 
Laurel 2litre 
MkII (PAS) 5628 5968 
2.4litre (PAS) 6328 6668 
Skyline 240K 
coupé 6893 7233 
280ZX 
2-seater 8760 9100 
280ZX 2 +2 9714 10054 
280C saloon 7226 7566 
280C estate 7054 7394 
DE TOMASO (4 dealers) 
Pantera GTS 19278 — 
Longchamp — 21502 
Deauville a 24635 
FERRARI (18 dealers) 
Dino 308GT4 17642 — 
308GTB 19081 — 
308GTS 20009 — 
400GT 31916 31916 
512B 33188 — 
FIAT (406 dealers) 
126 2222 — 
de Ville 2440 — D1/79 
127900L2dr 3000 — R1137 
1050L 3dr 3200° — 
1050C 3dr 3095 — 
1050CL3dr 3413 — RTR429 
Palio 3800 — 
Fiorino 2852 — 
Sport 3771 — 
128 1300CL 3504 — 
CL estate 3771 — 
X1/9 1500 5684 — D14/79 
Mirafiori 1300CL 
2dr 3976 — 
4dr 4105 — 
1600CL4dr 4500 5203 
estate 4751 5054 RTR412 
Supermirafiori 
1600TC 5025 5328 D10/78 
Mirafiori Sport 5599 — 
132 2litre 5893 6234 
Bellini 6116 6455 
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that what bodywork there is is 
well protected from corrosion: its 
system includes galvanised panels, 
vinyl-filled box sections and under- 
body sealant protection. 


Is the newcomer as good as it 


looks (right)? DRIVE reserves judge- 
ment until a full road-test. Mean- 
while, manufacturer's figures assure 
us that the SC100 has a top speed of 
85mph, pushes out 47bhp, and 
will manage O—60mpbh in 16.5sec. 

For a ‘baby’, the car is certainly 
well equipped, complete with push- 
button radio, tinted glass, tacho- 
meter, clock and halogen head- 
lamps, too. 

Don't look for the SC100 in 
Suzuki motorbike dealers’ windows 
—there’s a separate sales network, 


Strada 65L 
1300 3dr 3509 — 
65L 1300 5dr 3627 — 
65CL 1300 
3dr 3794 — 
65CL 1300 
5dr 3930 — 
75CL 1500 
3dr 4229 4538 
75CL 1500 
5dr 4349 4658 D17/79 
FORD (1240 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 2965 — RTR417 
950L 3273. — 
1100 3126 — D16/79 
1100L 3420 — 
1100S 3773. — 
1100 Ghia 4096 — RI170 
1300S 3967 — 
1300 Ghia 4291 — 
Escort 1100 
Popular 3001 — 
Popular Plus 3088 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3213 — 
1100L 3318 — 
1100L 4dr 3443 — 
1100 estate 3299 — 
1300 Popular 3128 — 
1300 Popular 
Plus 3216 — D4/78 
1300 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3339.7 — 
1300L 3412 3759 
1300L 4dr 3537 3662 
1300GL 3698 4045 
1300GL4dr 3825 4172 
1300 Sport 3998 — 
1300 Ghia 4236 — 
1300 Ghia 
4dr 4365 — 
1300 estate 3471 — 
1300 Lestate 3787 4134 
1300GL 
estate 4148 4495 
1600L 3744 4091 
1600 Sport 4110, —- 
1600GL 4034 4381 
1600 Ghia 4478 4825 D4/79 
Cortina 1300 3628 — 
1300 4dr 3763 — 
1300L 3974 — RTR372 
1300L 4dr 4110 — 
1600 4dr 3973. — 
1600L 4320 4667 D22/79 
1600GL 4713. — 
1600 Ghia 5547 5894 
1600 estate 4399 — 
1600L estate 4786 5133 
1600GL estate5179 5526 
1600 Ghia 
estate 6013 6360 
2000GL 4964 5311 
2000 Ghia 5704 6051 
2000GL estate 5430 5777 RTR413 
2000 Ghia 
estate 6170 6517 
2300GL 5474 5821 
2300 Ghia 6340 6687 
2300GL estate 6066 6413 
2300 Ghia 
estate 6806 7153 
Capri 1300L 4124 — RTR373 


1600L 4208 
1600GL 4525 
1600S 5095 
2000GL 4798 
2000S 4310 
2000 Ghia 6059 
3000S 5699 
3000 Ghia — 
Granada 2000L 5624 
2000L estate 6211 
2100diesel 6068 
2300L 6226 
2300GL 7365 
2300L estate 6813 
2300GL estate 7713 
2800GL — 
2800i GLS 8450 
2800 Ghia —_ 
2800i Ghia 9720 
2800GL estate — 
2800i GLS 
estate 8774 
2800 Ghia 
estate — 
2800i Ghia 
estate 10056 
FORD USA (14 dealers) 
Mercury 
Monarch Ghia 
(rhd) — 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (Ihd) 7879 


HONDA (234 dealers) 


Civic 1200 3dr 3088 
1200 5dr 3288 
Accord 3dr 4298 
4dr 4488 
Executive DL — 
Prelude 5088 


4555 

4872 RTR342 
5145 

_— RI166 
6406 

6829 RI114 
6047 R1128 
6649 

7788 

7236 

8136 

7858 

9298 

10143 

8182 D8/78 
9630 D8/78 
9428 

3318 RTR362 
3518 RI155 
4568 RTR420 
4758 D4/79 
5588 

5358 


JAGUAR-DAIMLER (319 dealers) 


Jaguar XJ63.4 13401 
XJ6 4.2 14750 
XJ12 5.3 — 
XJS — 
Daimler 

Sovereign 4.2 15529 
Double-Six — 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 
Double-Six 

Vanden Plas — 


JEEP (78 dealers) 


CJ7 soft top 5653 
hard top 6068 
Renegade 
soft top 7197 
hard top 7570 
CJ Golden Eagle 7197 
hard top 7570 
Cherokee 4dr 
(6-cyl) 9571 
S (6-cyl) — 
SV8 — 
Chief V8 — 
Golden Eagle — 


LADA (195 dealers) 
1200 2408 
estate 2719 


13401 RTR380 
14750 
17769 
19329 


RTR305 
RTR394 


15529 
18559 
20536 


23947 


D2/79 
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MERCEDES-BENZ (98 dealers) 


200 7928 
200D 8104 
230 — 
230C — 
240D 9086 
240D Iwb 14199 
240TD estate 10586 
250 — 
250T —_ 
250 Iwb — 
300D — 


9070 

11057 
9682 

14639 
10586 
10490 
11864 
14199 
11302 


1300ES 2806 — D4/78 
1500 estate 2863 — 
1500ES estate 3227 — 
1600 3078 — RI173 
1600ES 3478 — R1173 
Niva 4399 — 
LANCIA (140 dealers) 
1600 5146 — 
2000 5439 5894 RI17 
2000ES 5819 6274 
Beta coupé 5113. — 
1600 5828 — 
2000 6304 — 
Beta Spyder 
2000 6851 — 
Beta HPE 1600 6576 — 
2000 7108 — 
Gamma Berlina 8012 — 
Gran Turismo 10011 — 
LAND-ROVER (486 dealers) 
Land-Rover 5366 — 
diesel 6091 — 
lwb 6271 — 
Iwb (diesel) 6996 — 
lwb 6-cylinder 6461 — 
LOTUS (33 dealers) 
Elite 501 14836 15233 
502 15801 — 
503 16387 — 
_ 504 _— 16605 
Eclat 520 13134 — 
521 14162 14559 
522 15159 — 
523 15719 — 
524 _— 15968 
Esprit 701 14335 — 
702 15030 — 
MASERATI (11 dealers) 
Merak SS 19054 — 
Kyalami 25757 — 
Khamsin 28248 — 
MAZDA (249 dealers) 
1000 hatchback 3030 — 
1300 hatchback 3456 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3616 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 3829 — 
-1400 hatch 5dr ~— 3956 
1400 estate 3829 — D5/79 
Montrose 
1600GL 4254 — 
GLS 4521 — 
2000GLS 4840 5160 023/79 
GLS coupé 5319 — 
2000 estate 5486 5811 
RX-7 8705 — 


Bi DI 


asking £2550 to put four Suzuki 
wheels on the road. 


Stirling performance 

WHEN, last autumn, Texaco organised 
a 59-mile town-and-country test of 
the yet-to-be-launched Suzuki 
SC100’s economy, the winning 
result was an incredible 68impg. 

So what was the secret? As the 
victorious driver, Stirling Moss, told 
DRIVE: ‘The first thing | did was to 
call at a garage and increase the tyre 
pressures from the recommended 
20psi front and 31psi rear—thereby 
reducing the car's rolling friction. 

Stirling then gave his prize of a 
£2400 Suzuki SC100 to charity. 

This wasn’t the only hiccup. After 
the eight celebrity participants had 
set out, the scrutineers had to senda 
dispatch rider to find a precision- 


PRICE-GUIDE 


280E —_— 12507 D4/79 
280SE — 14614 
280CE — 13581 
280TE estate — 13993 
350SE — 16996 
350SL —— 16825 
450SE — 18295 
450SEL —_— 19317 
450SL — 17976 
450SLC — 21143 
450SEL 6.9 —_— 30632 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 
4/4 1600 5167 — 
4-str 5684 — 
Plus 8 7547 — 
MG (1850 dealers) 
MG Midget 3740 — 
MGB Sports 4985 — RTR243 
MGB GT 5669 — D13/79 
OPEL (237 dealers) 
Kadett L 2dr 3463 — 
L 4dr 3603 — 
L3drestate 3866 — 
LS 2dr 3677 — 
LS 4dr 3818 — 
LS 3dr 3778 — 
LS 5dr 3920. — 
LS 3drestate 4143 — 
LS 5drestate 4284: — 
GL 4dr 4274 — 
GL 5dr 4374 — 
GL 5drestate 4673. — 
Berlina 4dr 4727 — 
Berlina 5dr 4827 — 
SR 4628 — 
Ascona 4942 — 
4dr 3953 — 
1.6GL 4394 4811 
2.0GL 4614 5031 
2.0 Berlina 5043 5460 
Manta 2.0 
Berlinetta 
hatchback 5759 6176 
coupé 5630 6047 RTR407 
Rekord 
4dr saloon 5521 5965 
Berlina 5809 6253 
Berlina HL 6676 7120 
estate GL 6251 6695 
GL diesel 6544 6988 
estate DL 
diesel 7057 7501 
Senator 2.8S 8760 9309 
Senator — 11497 
Monza coupé 11807 11807 
PANTHER (35 de Ville, 3 Lima dealers) 
J72 4.2 24135 24558 
de Ville 5.3 
saloon — 58390 
convertible — 72355 
Lima 8390 8813 
Lima Turbo 11090 — 
PEUGEOT (262 dealers) 
104GL 3140 — RTR406 
104ZL 3118 — 
104SL 3497 — RTR406 
104ZS 3664 — R1146 
104S 3970 — 
304GL estate 3783 — RTR386 
304SLestate 4070 — re: 
305GL 3958 — D9/78 f 
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calibrated vessel to measure the 
Suzukis’ residual fuel. Unable to buy 
one on a Sunday, the rider returned 
with—a kitchen measuring flask. .. 
BP’s recent petrol-stretching event 
also had its embarrassing moment 
—a fuelling error that gave a Colt 
1400GLX an amazing 61.36mpg. 
After protests and deliberations 
behind closed doors, the Colt was 
subsequently removed from the list 
of class awards—more than two 
hours after Mr John Moore, Under- 
Secretary of State for Energy, was to 
have presented the prizes. 
-Mr Moore, meanwhile, had left for 
another appointment... 


Chip cutter 

EVERYONE KNOWS that automatics 
use more fuel than manuals—but, 
in a few years’ time, even the most- 


305GR 4284 — D9/78 
305SR 4668 — RI162 
305GRD (diesel) 4957. — D19/79 
504 4775 5347 RI174 
504 estate 5350 — 
504 diesel 5479 — RI125 
504 diesel estate 6023 — 
504GL 5491 6063 R1I159 
504GL estate 5957 6529 
504GL diesel 6282 — RTR425 
504TI 6017 6589 RTR358 
504 Family 5996 6568 
504 Family 
diesel estate 6787 — 
505GR 5940 6512 
SR 6409 6981 
Tl 6509 7081 
STI 6979 7551 
GRD 6690 — 
SRD 7159 — 
604SL 8276 8846 RTR391 
604TI 9417 9828 RI167 
POLSKI FIAT (113 dealers) 
125P 2498 — RTR379 
estate 2860 — 
Polonez 3319 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
Firebird 
Trans-Am — 9864 
PORSCHE (18 dealers) 
924 9276 9755 D7/78 
924 Lux 9755 10133 
924 Turbo 13802 — 
911 SC (coupé 
or targa) 16282 — 
911 SC (sport 
coupé or targa) 17527 — 
928° 21900 21900 
928S 25424 25424 
Turbo 28123 28123 
PORTARO (25 dealers) 
Pampas250D 6660 — 
250DL 7020. — 
250DPU 7151 — 
250DP 7288 ~— 
RELIANT (260 dealers) 
Robin 850 2600 — 
estate 2838 — 
Super Robin 850 2993. — 
estate 3161 — 
Kitten DL 3248 — D21/79 
DL estate 3496 — 
Scimitar GTE 9500 9500 RTR303 
RENAULT (447 dealers) 
4 2976 — RTR364 
4TL 3020 — RTR364 
5 3012 — 
5TL 3390 — D3/78 
5GTL 3dr 3569 — R1143 
5dr 3723 — RTR370 
STS 3966 — 
5 auto _ 4040 
5 Gordini 5053 — 
12TL 3865 — RTR385 
estate 4306 — RTR374 
14TL 3812 — RTR414 
14GTL 3943. — 
1 14TS 4418 — D6/78 
| 18TL 4059 — 
4433 — 


estate 
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convinced critics may have to 
change their opinion. Their views, 
and ours, will be forcibly revised 
by the new silicon-chips-with- 
everything technology. 

Lucas, for example, already has a 
micro-processor-controlled _ fuel- 
injection system, and next on the 
agenda will be the electronic con- 
trol of carburettors to bring many of 
the benefits of fuel-injection systems 
to cheaper cars. 

Micro processors will also be used 
to control continuously-variable 
automatic transmission systems 
(the DAF auto-box, for example), 
which allow engines to run at their 
most economical speeds and loads. 

Lucas’s work is well advanced, and 
its engineers are expecting fuel- 
economy gains of 20% from the 
easy-to-drive automatics. Add the 


18TS 4459 — D15/79 
estate 4863 5188 
18GTL 4672 — 
18GTS 5124 — 
18 auto oo 5162 
20TL 5464 — 
20LS 6021 6346 RTR409 
20TS 6586 6911 
30TS 7864 8189 D12/78 
30TX 9277 9602 RI134 
ROLLS-ROYCE (78 dealers) 
Silver Shadow || — 36824 RTR312 
Silver Wraith I] — 43353 
Corniche — 53494 
Convertible — 56808 
Camargue —_ 65142 
ROVER-TRIUMPH (950 dealers) 
Rover 2300 6526 6944 D8/78 
2600 7545 7775 
3500 9196 9424 RTR428 
V8S 10841 11071 
Range Rover 3.5 12538 — D2/79 
Triumph Spitfire 4200 — 
hardtop 4356 — 
Dolomite 1300 3968 — 
1500 4236 4651 
1500HL 4693 5108 
1850HL 5294 5709 
Sprint 6424 6577 
TR7 5669 5937 
SAAB (190 dealers) 
99GL 2dr 5292 — 
99GL 4dr 5762 6262 RTR419 
99 2dr Turbo 7377 — 
9OO0GL 3dr 6477 — 
9OOGLS 3dr 6767 7322 
9O00GLS 5dr 7047 7677 
900EMS 3dr 7847 — 
9OOGLE 5dr — 8682 
Turbo 3dr 10037 — 
Turbo 5dr 10437 — 
SKODA (285 dealers) 
$110Rcoupé 2274 — 
105S 2115 — 
105L 2221 — D1/79 
120L 2328 — 
120LS 2693 — 
SPARTAN (0 dealers) 
Sports 2dr 4790 — 
24+2 5145 — 
SUBARU (80 dealers) 
1600DL 2dr 3313. — 
4dr 3462 3873 D6/78 
Custom 4dr 3649 — 
coupé 3325 — 
GFT 3861 — 
GLF 4123 — 
4wd 5199 — 
DL estate 3687. — 
4wdestate 4578 — D2/79 
SUZUKI (23 dealers) 
SC100 2550 — 
LJ80 4wd 3350 — 
LU80V 4wd 3800 — 
TALBOT (650 dealers) 
Sunbeam 1.0LS 3073 — R1164 


benefits of ‘engine management’ 


electronic control, and total fuel 
savings of 40% over conventional 
systems could be possible. 


Ice or water? 

WERE YOU caught last winter with a 
de-icing aerosol that only added 
to the mess on the windscreen? If 
so, you were one more victim of 
cut-price marketing, for the water 
content of some de-icing brands 
has been steadily rising—up to 40% 
of the stuff, mixed-in with the usual 


brew of iso-propyl alcohol and 
glycol ice-breaking chemicals. 
Halfords, for one, noted the 


complaints and asked automotive 
chemical specialist Plus-Gas to for- 
mulate a super de-icer that would 
catch no one napping in the winter 


1.0GL 3355 — 

ieee 3313 3685 

1.3GL 3596 3968 

1.6GL 3743 4115 D6/78 

1.6GLS 4250 4622 

1.6Ti 4553 — 

Lotus ; 7120 — 

Avenger 1.3LS 3444 3816 D9/78 

1.3GL 3914 4286 

1.3LS estate 3833 4205 

1.3GLestate 4327 4699 

1.6LS 3576 3948 

1.6GL 4046 4418 RTR405 

1.6GLS 4418 4790 RTR339(a) 

1.6LS estate 3965 4337 

1.6GLestate 4459 5045 
Horizon LS 

(1118cc) 3440. — 

LS(1294cc) 3597 — 

GL(1118cc) 3921 — D5/79 

GL(1294cc) 4078 — 

GLS (1294cc) 4470 — 

SX —_— 5070 

2litre 5086 5425 RTR308 
Alpine LS 

(1294cc) 3992 — RI151 

LS (1442cc) 4176 — 

GL(1294cc) 4408 — 

GL(1442cc) 4678 — 

GLS (1442cc) 5352 — RTR381 
Matra Rancho 6436 — RTR381 
TOYOTA (230 dealers) 

StarletGL 3dr 3179 — D3/79 

GL 5dr 3276 — D3/79 
1200 3dr 3408 — 

1200 5dr 3510 — RTR399 
Corolla 

30-1200DL 2dr3144 — 

1200 DL 4dr 3263 3469 

estate 3531. — 

1600 Liftback 3915 — 

Carina 1600DL 3976 4269 D10/78 
estate 4277 — 
Celica 1600ST 
coupé 4465 — 
2000ST 
Liftback 4858 — RTR423 
2000XT 
Liftback 5598 5795 
2000GT 
Liftback 5903 — 
Cressida 
2000DL 4674 4985 

estate 5026 5161 

Crown 2600 

Super —_— 8126 
Corona 1800 

Liftback 5404 5604 
TVR (26 dealers) 

3000M 8196 — 

convertible 8931. — 
Taimar 9185 — D7/78 
Turbo 12196 — 

convertible 12913 — 
Taimar Turbo 13185 — 


VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 


Chevette E 3101 — 
E 3dr 3149 — 
E 4dr 3277 — 
L 2dr 3389 — 
L 3dr 3437 — 


of 1979-1980. The result is Severe 


Winter De-icer—retailing at 49p 
alongside Halfords’ |Iceway brand 
(containing 20% water, like most 
reputable brands)—that has no 
water in it at all. The super stuff is a 
concentrated mixture of alcohol, 
glycol and _ corrosion _ inhibitor, 
expelled from the can by carbon- 
dioxide gas that won't give up the 
ghost in arctic temperatures. 
Halfords isn’t alone in its move: 
Simoniz abandoned de-icers_ in 
1966, when the cut-price war was 
hotting up. Now it’s back with 60p 
Icemaster, which, like the Plus-Gas 
formula, has no water. 


Cruiser class 

ANYONE who has driven far along a 
motorway at a constant speed can 
confirm that Mr Average is a far- 
from-steady type. A graph of his 


L 4dr 3515 — RTR396 
L estate 3825 — 

GL 3dr 3807 — D3/79 
GL 4dr 3885 — 

2300HS 3dr 6119 — 

VivaE 3052 — RTR378 
E 4dr 3174 — 
1300L 2dr 3331 — 

L 4dr 3453 — 
L estate 3699 — 
GLS estate 4131 — 
GLS 2dr 3762 — 
GLS 4dr 3884 — 
1800GLS 4dr 4084 4419 

Cavalier 1300L 3837 — D9/78 
1300L 4dr 3962 — D9/78 
1600L 2dr 4043. 4473 RTR382 
1600L 4dr 4169 4599 R1163(a) 
GL 4dr 4631 5061 - 

Sports hatch 4948 5378 
GLS sports 

hatch 5410 5840 
2000GL4dr 4874 5304 RI152 
GLS 4dr 5337 5767 
GLS sports 

hatch 5653 6083 

Carlton 2000 5807 6264 D12/78 
estate 5dr 6377 6834 

Royale 9891 9891 D24/79 
coupe 10249 10249 

VOLKSWAGEN (340 dealers) 

Polo N900 3dr 3065 — RTR408 
L900 3dr 3366 — RTR408 
GLS 1100 3dr 3709 — 

Derby 

$1100 2dr 3221 — 
LS 1100 2dr 3561 — D3/79 
GLS 1300 2dr 3906 — R1168 
Golf N 1100 3dr 3379 — 
L1100 5dr 3820 — 
LD (diesel) 
1500 5dr 4591 — RI160 
LS 1300 3dr 3996 — 
GLS 1300 5dr 4433. — 
GLS 1460 5dr — 4775 06/78 
GTi 1600 3dr 5256 — 

PassatLS 1600 4904 5220 RTR388 
GLS 1600 5dr 5312 5628 RI165 
LS estate 5189 5505 
GLS estate 5652 5968 
LD estate 

(diesel) 5581 5897 
Scirocco GLS 
1600 coupé 5528 5893 D6/79 
GLi 6425 — 
Storm 6893 — 

VOLVO (235 dealers) 

343DL 4115 4282 D10/78 
SR 4417 4581 

244DL 6146 6626 RTR426 
SR 6540 7018 

244GL+0/d 7530 7889 RTR426 

244GLE 8147 8535 

245DL estate 6887 7364 RTR368 

245GL estate 7601 7961 

245GLE estate 8261 8623 

264GL 8707 9067 

264GLE 9857 10146 RTR395 

265GL estate 8864 9224 

265GLE estate 9660 10019 

262 coupé _ 14438 
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speed pattern would look like a 
saw’s blade—as you'll know when 
you've been overtaken several 
times by the same car. 

It's this fact of life that can make a 
cruise-control device an economy 
device, too. In theory, cruise con- 
trols can do nothing that a driver 
cannot do for himself, but in prac- 
tice they can do a better job. 

The latest car to be offered witha 
cruise control is the leading model 
in the Audi range, the 100CD. By 
operating a switch on a steering- 
column stalk, the car will hold its 
speed regardless.of inclines or wind. 
To override the system, 
the brake or the accelerator. 

Owners of up-market 100CDs are 
unlikely to be much interested by the 
thought of saving pennies on their 
petrol bills, so Audi is stressing 
that the system means more-relaxed 
—and safer—motorway driving. 


Exercise book 

INSTEAD OF fretting in a traffic queue, 
why not-use the time to keep alert at 
the wheel? Now, there’s a_ pro- 
gramme of exercises that can be 
carried out while you're waiting— 
and you don't have to move from 
your seat... 

Curl and straighten your toes (10 
times per foot). Then flex your ankles 
up and down and from side to side, 
and finish by rotating your feet 
clockwise and anti-clockwise. 

Next, bend your knees and then 
lift your legs from the seat cushion 
and press them down again. Clasp 
your hands at chest height and. 
without letting go, try to pull them 
apart and push them together. Roll 
your head around in both directions, 
then shrug your shoulders and rotate 
them forwards and backwards. 

The exercises are in the AA Book of 
Driving—the most comprehensive 
work of its kind ever published, anda 
must for all motorists. It costs £8.95 
and is available at booksellers from 
the end of January. AA members 
can buy it for £7.95 at AA retail out- 
lets on production of their cards. 


Close to the edge 
ONE IN SIX motorway accidents is 
caused, we're told, by tyre failure, 


just touch 


A BRITISH invention that’s being 
ignored by European car builders 
has won a multi-million-pound order 
from General Motors. 

Lucas CAV’s Microjector, hailed 
as a breakthrough in diesel-fuel 
injection, is much smaller than a 
conventional injector, has a service 
life of at least 50,000 miles, afd 
needs no fuel-return pipes, which 
simplifies installation. 

GM plans to build up to 300,000 
diesels in 1980, making the world’s 
largest producer of petrol cars a 
world leader in diesels, too. 


CAV Microjector 


heater plug 


conventional injector _ 


and motorists have a 50/50 chance 
of getting a puncture each year. | 

Safety tyres and special wheels 
combat these unfavourable odds, 
but the big snag has always been 
price. Now, a British company has 
come up with a device that’s both 
effective and cheap. 

Faced with a sudden blow-out, 
most drivers take corrective action 


by steering against the car's ten- 
dency to run off the road. The snag 
is that swinging the steering wheel 
can dislodge the tyre’s bead from 
the flange of the wheel, allowing it 
to slide into the rim well. And when 
that happens, the tyre can fly off. 

The RoSafe safety wheel avoids 
this danger by filling its well after 
the tyre is fitted. The new tyre is 


THE ROVER-TRIUMPH division of BL Cars is using an advanced method of 
metal-fatigue prediction -to improve the reliability of its components. The 
technique, pioneered by the aircraft industry, is ‘photo-elastics’. 

A special resin coating that can be bonded to all types of car parts, from 
complete engines down to nuts and bolts, gives the car-scientists a visual 
rendition of stress and strain—seen in a whirlpool of colours—see right. 

A computer analyses the results for any necessary design changes to 
improve the life of components already in production. Most of BL’s effort, 
however, is being concentrated on prototype cars still on the secret list. 

Photo-elastic analysis not only enables the strengthening of weak links but 
also the reduction of surplus metal—and that means better mpg. 


deflated and squeezed into the side 
of the wheel-rim while special well 
inserts are strapped in place, then 
it springs back, ready for inflation. 
RoSafe wheels are suitable only 
for radial-ply, tubeless tyres, but 
that covers the vast majority of 
European cars made today. So far, 
inserts are available for BL, Bond, 
Bristol, Chrysler, Ford, Opel, Reliant, 


the thoroughbreds 


WOODHEAD ABSORBERS 


Sold only in pairs. 


Select your own ride characteristics with Woodhead Heavy 
Duty Adjustable Shock Absorbers. Easy to adjust and install, 
the units have infinitely variable adjustment (between min. 

and max. damping positions) enabling you to select the 
ride and handling characteristics. 


Adjustment and installation details in each carton. 


‘Select the ride you want with the new 


~ WOODHEAD HEAVY DUTY 


& 
ce) 
WOODHEAD MANUFACTURING CO. oie ee a> 
\: P.O. Box 4, MOORCROFT WORKS, ee. 3 : % 
OSSETT, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF5 9DL, ENGLAND. : 
Phone: Ossett 273521 (STD code 0924) Telex: 55291 
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HOLIDAY IDEAS FOR 


DOVER HARBOUR BOARD’S GUIDE, CONTINENTAL 
MOTORING ’80 is a must for the holiday motorist or 
business traveller. It's an invaluable source of information 
containing 120 colourful pages of advice and practical hints 
and tips on motoring in Europe. All you need to know, in 
fact, to take your car on a carefree Continental bon voyage. 
Subjects covered include a comprehensive guide to European 
countries, with advice on how to comply with their motoring 
regulations—all about emergency services—choosing your 
best route—practical conversion tables—insurance advice— 
a currency guide—hints on fuel economy—and much, much 
more. It’s all in CONTINENTAL MOTORING ’80—ask for 
brochure No. 1 and send 45p (see Money Form). Also 
available from leading newsagents. Or send cheque/PO for 45p for your copy (post 
free) from DOVER. HARBOUR BOARD, HARBOUR HOUSE, DOVER, KENT. 


Go Dutch this year with a BOTEL CRUISE through Holland. An 8-day cruise sailing 
along the picturesque Dutch waterways during April and May shows you spring at its 
loveliest. Discover all that Holland has to offer: gorgeous bulbfields, medieval and 
Roman cities, quaint villages and flower markets, and see the cheese-making centre of 
Gouda. Your floating hotel sails only by day and at a leisurely pace. Relax on the 
sundeck or in your air-conditioned cabin and watch the ever-changing scenery slip 
past. All cabins have hot and cold water and shaver point; some have their own 
bathroom. Enjoy attractive meals served by the friendly, English-speaking Dutch staff 
in the wide-windowed dining room. No hidden 
extras: the price of your cruise includes 1st-class 
rail/boat/coach, London—Amsterdam return, plus a 
variety of fascinating excursions. 8-day cruises to 
Holland and the Bulbfields £268. Also 8- and 15- \ 
day Rhine cruises from £328 and £570. Brochure AYA 
No. 3. _—_ 


Getaway to WALES this year—it's a world of a difference right on your doorstep. 
And such great value for money, especially if you stay at a comfortable seaside hotel 
or go self-catering. The children will love our endless beaches. All along the coast 
you'll find quiet headlands, popular resorts and a host of attractions. Wherever you 
stay, you'll not be far from green hills and rugged mountains. Our new Wales brochure 
is full of information on family resorts, 
out-of-the-way places, what to see and 
do, and lots of easy-to-book ‘package’ 

* holidays. Send for your free copy now 
by askjng for brochure No. 5. 


Sail to the Continent on NORTH SEA FERRIES and you're laughing. Why suffer 
the tiring drive south to the Channel? Unwind on NORTH SEA FERRIES from Hull to 
Rotterdam (Europoort) or Zeebrugge. For nothern motorists Hull is easy to reach, with 
excellent road links to the M62 leading to the Port. Once aboard, start with a 5-course 
dinner, /t’s included in your fare; then relax in comfortable bars and lounges or watch 
colour TV. Alternatively, have a flutter in the games’ room or take to the dance floor. 
There's a duty-free shop, too. Sleeping accommodation is provided 

and when you finally retire you still have early-morning tea and either English or 
Continental breakfast to look forward to—again at no extra cost. Arrive refreshed and 
head for your holiday destination on easy = . 
access roads, with good links to the Con- 
tinental motorway network. This year sleep- 
easy overnight, any night with NORTH SEA 
FERRIES. Your holiday starts the moment 
you step aboard. Brochure No. 7. 


1980 


Visit the SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS in 
the freshness of spring or the blaze of autumn—and 
get savings guaranteed. 

A free HOLIDAYCARD gets you special low rates at 
selected hotels in the area. And however far in advance 
you decide to go, you know what it will cost—because 
your HOLIDAYCARD fixes the price. What's more, 
HOLIDAYCARD entitles you to 10% discount on 
purchases over £1 in selected shops—and up to 50% 
discount at tourist attractions! HOLIDAYCARD is valid from 1 March to 17 May, and 
13 September to 30 November 1980—and comes complete with a free touring guide 
and hotel directory, to tell you exactly where you can use it. Send for free details by 
asking for brochure No. 28. 


Take a clean break this summer in beautiful unspoiled AUSTRIA and breathe in 
fresh clean air, as clear as the sparkling streams and emerald lakes. 

Stay at a fascinating village made picturesque by wall paintings, where you can hear 
zithers, violins and brass bands, and maybe end the day with traditional folk songs 
and dancing. 

Visit the great historic towns, with their art treasures, music festivals and theatres. 
And explore fairy-tale castles and magnificent churches, set amid rolling pastures and 
majestic mountains. 

Or you can swim, sail, walk or climb—you'll find plenty 
of exercise in Austria, too. In fact, the longer 
your visit the more you'll find to enjoy. 

Whatever you do, wherever you stay, you're 
sure of a marvellously warm welcome because 
the Austrians love visitors. 

For more details of holidays in Austria ask for 
brochure No. 4. 


Go as you please in IRELAND with RYANS HOLIDAYS. Bring your own car and 

explore Ireland on value-packed Ryans Holidays, from £62 per person (two travelling) 

during January—March, and £72 per person in April and May. 

The holiday includes six night's accommodation with full breakfast at any combination 

of Ryans Group-A Hotels in Killarney, Limerick, Galway and Sligo. There is a choice of 

travel on specific days by B & | Line or Sealink. * 

Or you can travel by air from London. With a self-drive car on arrival, the cost for six 

nights is £121 per person in January—March, and £136 per person in April and May. 

The cost is less from other UK airports. For details 

of a holiday arranged by experts, send for our 1980 
Value Holiday Brochure by asking for brochure No. 6. 


Enjoy the excitement of a tour and the relaxation of a cruise on a BOTEL CRUISE 
through the heart of Europe. Your floating hotel winds along the sheltered, sunlit 
Rhine Valley, visiting the four fairytale countries of the Continent. Bask on the 

large sundeck and watch the superb, ever-changing scenery, or relax in your air- 
conditioned cabin with its outward-facing windows. Many cabins have their own 
fully-equipped bathroom. Tempting meals are served in the panoramic restaurant and 
English is spoken by the friendly Dutch staff. You can 
also visit famous cities—there’s ample time ashore 
for coach trips, sightseeing and shopping—sample 
nightlife and wine-tasting in fascinating towns and 
romantic villages. Enjoy all the amenities of a hotel 
afloat. 8- and 15-day cruises from £328 and £570. 
Also 8-day cruises to Holland and the Bulbfields from 
£268. Cornelder’s Rhine Cruises No. 8. 
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Rolls-Royce, Triumph and Vauxhall 
cars. RoSafe will be distributed by 
National Tyre Services. 


On all fours 

WHEN THE GOING gets really rough, 
with churned-up mud or drifting 
snow, only four-wheel-drive vehicles 
get through. The market for them in 
Britain is small, but for some farmers, 
country vets or campers, nothing else 
will do. 

Now, Japanese maker Subaru can 
supply these demanding drivers 
with the only’ four-wheel-drive 
saloon available here (below)—a 


carpeted, cloth-seated car that 
doesn't look at all like the sort of 
vehicle for welly-booted drivers. 

Fitted with a 1600cc flat-four, 
all-aluminium engine, the new off- 
roader looks vastly different from 
the utilitarian Subaru that DRIVE 
tested last year. On-road (and off- 
road) cost is £5199. 

For the rest of us who don't need 
the complexities or expense of 
four-wheel-drive, Subaru is also 
importing the 1600GLF saloon, 
with a five-speed gearbox and high 
standard of equipment. At £4123, it 
competes well with home rivals. 


EVERY motor manufacturer, it seems, goes through a passing affair with 


battery power. Right now, it’s sober General Motors that’s swooning over 


the possibilities of recharging from the mains every night. 

Anyone who has ever lumbered behind a milk float will know that 
conventional lead-acid batteries are relatively inefficient: you need about a 
ton of them to store the current for a day’s lethargic driving. 

GM reckons to be on the way to beating that problem with the zinc-nickel 
battery, which has more than twice the storage capacity of a conventional 
wet-cell. A 100-mile range and a 50mph top speed seem to be on the cards. 

As can be seen here, the new battery is also half the size of an equally 
powerful lead-acid pack, although it still takes up a lot of passenger room. 

GM admits that there is more development to be done, but expects to have 
electric cars in production by the mid-1980s. Then, however, the question 


will be whether m 


otorists will mind recharging every 100 miles. 
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ON EXTENDED C 


OWNER 
DRIVERS 
CLUB 


OFFICIAL REPAIRERS 


America takes 5 
RENAULT is finalising arrangements 
with American Motors (the Jeep 
maker) to put the Renault 5 into US 
production. Initially, it will use a lot 
of French-made parts, but the per- 
centage of locally produced items 
will rise gradually. 

The first American Renaults will 
hit the highways in a little over two 
years’ time. (DRIVE’s Five—page 15.) 


| Weighing anchors 


IN A BID to help vehicle manufac- 
turers’ weight-reduction plans for the 
energy-saving cars of the 1980s, 
Lucas Girling has developed a range 
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of lightweight braking systems that 
use some novel materials. 

The range consists of a lighter 
yet more-rigid vacuum booster, the 
shell of which is formed from light 
steel, aluminium and plastic. There's 
also a range of alloy master cylinders 
that are lighter and shorter, plus 
aluminium-bodied ‘opposed piston’ 
and_ single-sided calipers: these 
have finned bodies that, coupled 
with the excellent heat-conducting 
properties of aluminium, ensure 
efficient heat dissipation. A selec- 
tion of aluminium pressure-sensing 
and control valves completes the 
new design. 


Signs of the times 

WITHOUT giving away your age, 
how many of these echoes from 
motoring’s past can you recall 
seeing on garage walls, 
shopfronts and railway stations? 

As our towns and villages were 
redeveloped, most of these 
once-common enamel 
masterpieces were thrown on to 
scrapheaps. But the tireless 
efforts of two Newcastle-on- 
Tyne enthusiasts, Chris Bagley, 
33, and Andrew Moreley, 32, 
have ensured the salvation of a 
select few. 

Bagley and Moreley began 
snapping-up ‘street jewellery’— 
their description for nostalgic 
advertising pieces—seven years 
ago. Recently, they pooled their 
respective ‘finds’ into what is 
probably the best collection in 
the country. 

All but 50 of their 200 examples 
are now on show in atravelling 
exhibition that, in the next few 
months, will be visiting Dorset 
and Hampshire: Christchurch 
(7 Jan—-9 Feb), Basingstoke 
(16 Feb—15 March), Alton 
(22 March—19 April) and Havant 
(26 April-24 May). Then they're 
off on a sentimental journey to 
the Netherlands and the US. 

On their return, the enamel ads, 
which reached peak production 
between 1890 and 1920, will 
move into a permanent home at 
the Beamish open-air industrial 
museum, near Stanely, Co 
Durham. 

Says Bagley, a partner in the 
Newcastle-based firm, Badge 
Group Design: ‘I’ve lost count 
of the miles I've travelled to 
piece together my part of the 
collection. Once, I had to paint 
a whole shopfront before the 
owner would agree to part with a 
tobacco advertisement. All in all, 
it was hard work. . . but worth it.’ 


Protection business 

IN THE BACK of a limousine, the 
world’s top politicians and indus- 
trialists can be sitting targets for the 
well-equipped urban guerilla, whose 
high-velocity weapons can penetrate 
conventional steel armour. Crayford 
Engineering, the Kent-based coach- 
builders, believes it has found the 
answer in methods once used to 
protect American helicopters from 
ground attack in Vietnam. 

For security reasons, the firm won't 
say exactly what it does, but it 
claims that ‘new materials’ are 
capable of resisting close-range 
attack from 7.62mm rifles, fragmen- 
tation mines, grenades and gas. 
Armoured glass, _ bullet-resistant 
tyres, radar sensors and an ex- 
plosion-proof fuel tank can be 
included in the specification. 
Crayford will carry out the con- 
version on almost any big car, but 
prefers to use the Mercedes 450 
SEL. Its spokesman explains: ‘The 
Mercedes chassis is built like a lorry, 
so we don't have to add a lot of 
strengthening. This means we can 


DRIVE January—February 1980 


HOLIDAY IDEAS FOR 1980 ae 


TOUR 'N’ STAY. You can base yourself 
at one Osprey Hotel and venture forth for 
a different trip each day. Or you can 
book your family and yourself into a 
number of different Osprey Hotels over 
several nights. There are 18 Osprey 
Hotels in Scotland. 

Tariff: Six nights or more in any one 
hotel or different hotels, dinner, bed and 
breakfast. (Free for children under four 
who share their parent's bedroom.) 

Do you know? Osprey have a special 
low mid-week rate, with dinner, bed 
and breakfast included. Ask for brochure 
No. 9 or contact CENTRAL 
RESERVATION = OFFICE 

041-552 7788 Elmbank 


Chambers, 289 Bath en 
Street, Glasgow G2 4JY. 
, > 


net 


When you've time 


NORTHUMBRIA. Get away to it all! 
Cleveland, Durham, Northumberland 
and Tyne and Wear offer visitors a choice 
of activities no other area can match. 
The variety of the scenery leaves visitors 
wide-eyed: golden 
beaches stretch along 
Gerwicx a COastline guarded by 
romantic castles; 
sleepy villages nestle in 
dales lined by quiet 
country roads. 
Northumbria, has 
got it all except 
crowds. Ask for 
Jelevelanc brochure No. 10. 


CHARACTER COTTAGES are 
specialised agents for furnished holiday 
cottages, houses, apartments and 
bungalows in England and Wales— 
period or modern and available all year 
round. Send now for a free colour 
brochure which highlights over 300 of 
the properties available, by asking for 
brochure No. 11. 
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Dine and dance your way to Germany this year! PRINS FERRIES sail direct from 
Harwich to Hamburg or Bremerhaven every day. 

The two luxurious ships Prins Hamlet and Prins Oberon make the crossing to 
Germany a holiday in itself. 

Enjoy sampling delicious Continental food and drink in the comfortable restaurants, 
cafeterias and bars, visit the cinema or dance until 2am. Then relax into a sound 
night's sleep in your modern air-conditioned cabin. 

Cars are welcome aboard, too. 

Prins also have a selection of superb holidays to some of the most picturesque cities 
in Northern Europe. 

Details of timetables, fares, holidays and 
accommodation are in the PRINS 
FERRIES brochure. Ask for brochure 
No. 12. 


With summer holidays still a long way off, here’s news of a top value break that you 
can enjoy now. 

From as little as £12.50 per person per night, you can stay for 2 nights in a friendly 
Crest Hotel. Between now and April 27th Crest Welcome Breaks are available on 
any Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights at over 30 EuroCrest Hotels, Crest Motels 
and CrestRest Hotels in the UK. Included in the price are accommodation, full 
breakfast and table d’héte dinner with coffee, service and VAT. 

You certainly get a lot for a little on a Crest Welcome Break. For further information, 
ask for brochure No. 13. ‘ 


MAIL ORDER PROTECTION SCHEME 

The publishers of this magazine have given to the Director General of Fair 
Trading an undertaking to refund moneys sent by readers in response to mail 
order advertisements* placed by mail order traders who fail to supply goods 
or refund the money and who have become the subject of liquidation or 
bankruptcy proceedings. These refunds are made voluntarily and this 
arrangement does not apply to any failure to supply goods advertised in a 
catalogue or direct mail solicitation. 

If a mail order trader fails, readers are advised to lodge a claim with this 
magazine within 3 months from the date of the appearance of the advertise- 
ment. Claims received after 3 months will be considered at the discretion of 
the publishers. 

*For the purpose of this Scheme, mail order advertising is defined as: ‘Direct 
response advertisements, display or postal bargains where cash has to be 
sent in advance of goods being received’. 


Drive Directory Coupons 

It costs you absolutely nothing to obtain further information on 
the items in Drive Directory. All you have to do is quote the 
brochure numbers (these are in bold type at the end of each 
Directory) in the appropriate box on the coupon left. Then 
PRINT your name and address and cut out, the number of 
coupons you require and put them in a sealed envelope. It 
requires NO STAMP because Drive is paying the postage 
for you. Send the envelope with enclosures to this address: 
Drive Directory, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 
2EA. Valid until 30/6/80. 


Please ensure each coupon is fully completed for each brochure 
requested. Complete money form for brochure numbered 1. 


MONEY FORM 


If you've asked for brochures costing money, write their numbers and prices here and 
enclose cheque/Postal Order made out to Drive Directory for the total amount. 


Quote Brochure No. 


Quote Price 


keep the cost down to around 
£75,000 for a complete car. 

‘So far, we have made 11 vehicles 
—about half of them going to 
Arabs. But the people who buy them 
don't want details revealed.’ 

For an extra sum, Crayford can 
add even more high technology 
to the package, such as anti-hijack 
door bolts, sirens and a concealed 
loudspeaker. 

The latest British development in 
weapon detection—the __ Hostile 
Fire Indicator-—is another ‘goody’ 
on offer. This enables the driver or 
passenger to know instantly from 
which direction the bullets are 
coming. Radar detection sensors 
are fitted on either side of the car 
and can pick up any _ missile, 
irrespective of its velocity, but 
ignores anything as trivial as sticks 
and stones, or even rude words. 

The information is computer- 
processed and indicated on a simple 
compass-face display. For those 
with plenty of enemies there’s even 
a ‘second shot’ facility, to locate 


Buying British 

| agree with Mr Bissett (DRIVE, 
November—December)—you should 
back British products. Certainly, | 
couldn't be happier with my Austin 
Princess 1800HL, which | have 
owned for two years since new. 
After 21,500 miles, | remain a very 
satisfied BL owner. 

So give BL and the other British 
producers the backing that they 
deserve. In my view, their model 
ranges compare very favourably with 
the foreign competition. 

Wilfred Wilson 
Gortnaglush, Dungannon, N Ireland 


What is it about British cars that 
stops people from buying them? Is 
their standard of finish, performance 
and looks that much lower than the 
foreign competition's, or is there a 
more-logical explanation? 

| refuse to accept that new British 
cars are shoddier and less reliable 
than overseas models. | have always 
owned British and have never found 
the terrible problems that the media 
always seems to revel in telling 
about the home car market. 

| can foresee the same thing hap- 
pening to BL Cars as befell the 
British motorcycle industry. It was 
not because Japanese motorcycles 
were better than BSA, Triumph or 
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‘Sorry, old chap, but these Japanese cars all look the same to me’ 


Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 
what it means to you. You 
can send letters for pub- 
lication—unstamped— 
via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
POST, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


whatever (ask any owner of a 
Japanese bike about rusty chrome- 
work), but because the manufac- 
turers were good at flooding the 
market. But look at their prices now 
—l don’t think that anybody today 
would say that foreign bikes or their 
replacement parts are cheap. 

So let’s back BL for a change, in 
the realisation that we are making 
the same mistake about the quality 
of British cars as we once did about 
British motorbikes. 

R A Hurdiss 

Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire. 
DRIVE'’s motorcycling correspondent, 
David Minton, replies: ‘It is not really 
accuraté to say that Japanese bike 
manufacturers flooded the UK 


market. That they succeeded com- 
mercially was, I’m afraid, because 
British and European makers failed 
to respond to the challenge by pro- 
ducing better bikes. The undoing of 
BSA-Triumph, apart from labour 
troubles, was its policy of producing 
too many models. The outcome was 
that a number of bikes were subsi- 
dised by the more-popular machines 
in the range—a familiar problem in 
the car world, too.’ 


Some years ago, | changed my 
allegiance from one garage to 
another, from which | have since 
bought six cars, the latest being a 
Talbot Sunbeam 1.6GLS. 

This is the best-finished car | have 
owned in my 45 years on the road. 
It is also a joy to drive and very 
comfortable. My fuel consump- 
tion has worked out at between 
37mpg and 43mpg, while oil con- 
sumption has been negligible. In 
10,500 miles, the only extra cost 
has been the replacement of a 
courtesy-light bulb. Not only that, 
but the 10,000-mile service set me 
back just £31. 

With benefits like these, I’m staying 
British. 

R Wallace Thompson 
Eaglescliffe, Stockon-on-Tees, 


Patronising 

| detect a note of envy on the part 
of Mr J D Gilchrist (DRIVE, Septem- 
ber—October): why shouldn't the 
garage in question serve regulars 
only when supplies are low? Perhaps 
Mr Gilchrist had never visited that 
forecourt before, but the regular 
customer will. 

What would Mr Gilchrist do if he 
were the proprietor? Or if he were an 
account customer and couldn't get 
petrol because passing motorists 
had emptied the pumps? 

| am an account customer, patronis- 

Continued over page. 


two. snipers firing simultaneously 
from different locations. 

For the customer who believes 
only his own eyes, Crayford arranges 
mock attacks on its £75,000 cars— 
adding ‘rectification costs’ (see left) 
to the customers’ final bill... ! 


Seal of Approval 

PRODUCTS that have recently 
earned the AA’s Seal of Approval 
are: Dell Sigma body strip; 
Lightguard lights reminder; 
Lumenition and Piranha _ elec- 
tronic ignition systems for motor- 
cycles; the Polco towrope Type 
409 (with wooden toggle); and 
Lacroe car sponges. 


Raffle’s prize 

‘ONLY BY altering the attitude and 
behaviour of drivers shall we ulti- 
mately reduce the toll of accidents 
to an acceptable level.’ That was the 
conclusion of Dr Andrew Raffle, 
London Transport’s chief. medical 
officer, when addressing a recent 
Institution of Municipal Engineers 
road-safety seminar in London. But 
what is an ‘acceptable level’? 

DRIVE put this question to Dr 
Raffle, and received an_ eye- 
opening reply: ‘Four-fifths of the 
present annual figure. And in my 
view, it’s possible.’ 

How? ‘By making seatbelt-wearing 
compulsory, adopting  Blenner- 
hassett’s recommendations on drink- 
ing and driving, and by improving 
road-education in schools.’ 


Nearly-dry run 
THE WORLD'S most economical car is, 
currently, a 100cc, diesel-engined, 
three-wheeled ‘Mercedes’. The 
10ft-long, glass-fibre and aluminium 
machine trundled over an 8.9-mile 
course in Germany on less than +oz 
of fuel—equal to an astonishing 
2737mpg! 

Running on 24in_ racing-bicycle 
tyres, the car weighed-in at just 
108lb—not so much the car that 
blows-off others as the car that 
could be blown away. 


Polished performers 

FORD ESCORT or Cortina owners with 
rusting brake discs can now fit 
special brake pads that contain 


two abrasive strips to remove all 
traces of the red menace. 

The pads, made by Don Inter- 
national and sold for £16.84 a set, 
also help to eliminate brake judder 
caused by the discs being unevenly 
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| wor, and can usually remove par- 
ticles of friction materials which 
might have contaminated the disc. 


Roads information 

Numbers in parentheses refer to 
maps in the 1978-1979 edition of 
the AA Members’ Handbook. 
BRITAIN 

Major roads open Chieveley— 


MEET THE CAR that’s’ intended to 
bring the World Land Speed Record 
back home to Britain. 


Project Thrust is an_all-British 
enterprise involving many major 
companies, with the big push 


supplied by a Rolls-Royce engine 
from a Lightning fighter-jet. 
With 15.000!b of thrust on tap, 


Tier 


ing one garage only—unless I’m 
away on holiday. | buy no more than 
my needs, and never go elsewhere 
because | value the service. And, 
being a regular, my supply is assured 
as much as it can be. 

Mrs S Sarel 

Hull, Humberside 


Inflation trend 
After the 1000-mile service of my 
new Austin Allegro 1300, | checked 
the tyres and found that the pres- 
sures on the rear were 30psi. On 
consulting the car’s handbook, which 
| received at the time of delivery and 
which was dated 1978, [ read that 
the recommended pressure for rear 
tyres is 24psi. 

| have since been told that 30psi is 
the correct figure. Which.is right? 
Mrs C Ritchie 
Edinburgh, Lothian 
Austin Morris says that saloon pres- 
sures are 26psi front, 24psi rear; 30 
psi is used on the rear of heavily 
laden estates only. 


The story of 0 

| was most surprised to read in Peter 
Denayer’s. article that the new 
O-Series engine has done nothing 
for the Morris Marina’s economy 
(29zmpg) and that, in his opinion, 
it is worse than the old 1800 B- 
Series unit (DRIvE, September— 
October). 

That is not my experience. Cur- 
rently, | run a 1979 Marina 1700L 
estate but, before this, | had a 1975 
1800cc estate. The fuel consump- 
tion figures for the old Marina were 
between 26mpg and 36mpg; the 
new O-Series is giving me better than 
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Beedon A34, 3.5 miles (9); 
Dovercourt bypass A604, 1.8 miles 
(20); Redditch, Bromsgrove 
Highway A448, 1.7 miles (17); 
Riding Mill-Styford Link A68, 2.5 
miles (40); Greenford Road 

flyover A40, (12); Northolt 
underpass A4O, (12). 

OVERSEAS 

Austria Bridge across Danube at 


the car should reach 650mph.. The 
last Briton to hold the record was 
Donald Campbell, who in 1964 
reached a speed of 403mph in 
Bluebird; the current record, held by 
American Gary Gabelich, stands at 
631.367mph. 


this—29mpg—40mpg. My average 
consumption with the B-Series was 
27.8mpg; the new one has been 
returning 32.4mpg overall. 

To prove the economy of the new 
engine, we managed 37.3mpg over 
970 miles of a holiday in north 
Wales. That was with myself, wife 
and two teenagers in the car, plus 
luggage. 

| would be interested to know how 
one can Say that the B is better than 
the 0. 

H N W Gardner 

Brechin, Angus 

Car tester Peter Denayer writes: 
‘Our findings were based on tests 
of a car supplied by the manufac- 
turer. We, too, were surprised that 
it was so heavy on fuel—so much 
so that we actually repeated the 
tests with a similar model, also pro- 
vided for the purpose by BL. We are 
nonetheless grateful to Mr Gardner 
for his comments and findings.’ 


Pretty quick 

Having bought a Fiat X1/9 a few 
months before your road test (DRIVE, 
July-August), | thought that, in the 
light of my experience, your report 
was generally fair. In my book, it’s 
one of the best-value-for-money cars 
around. But | should like to raise 
some points of my own. 

It is impossible, for example, to 
drive on sidelights without having 
the pop-up headlamps raised. The 
shape of the seats caters strictly for 
the narrow-shouldered: after several 
weeks of daily 50-mile return trips, 
| developed an annoying ache at the 
base of my spine. Perhaps, at 25, | 
am just getting old, but the seats are 
particularly hard in this region. When 
| avoided using the car for work for 


Steyregg open, providing direct 
link from Linz town centre to road 
No 3. Felbertauern Road Tunnel 
toll reduced to $160 return (usually 
$190 single) until 31 March. 
Tauern Autobahn toll-—single 
ticket (S200) valid for return 
journey free of charge until 

31 March. 

Belgium At Veurne (Furnes), transit 
traffic between Dunkirk (France) and 
Oostende is directed via the 
outskirts of Veurne (Furnes); follow 
signs ‘Dunkerke’. Autoroute A2, 
‘E5’: in the opposite direction, follow 
signs ‘Dunkerke’. Autoroute A2, 
near Diest—1 1km-long section 
between Lummen (E39) and 
Webbekom (N2) open. 

France 

Road number changes Following 
the 1974-1978 decentralisation, 
when many ‘N’ roads were 
designated ‘D’ roads, (when N315 
became D915, and N16 became 
D916), further modifications are 
taking place; some irregularities 
may occur during the changeover 
period, when the same road may 
have signs showing different 
numbers. Autoroute A411 toll 
motorway extended by 7km from 
Annecy Nord to Cruseilles 
France—Italy Mont Blanc Tunnel 


a while, the backache disappeared. 

| also find that the car suffers from 
poor acceleration due to a flat-spot 
at low revs, while the brakes— 
though acceptable in performance— 
are very squeaky. In addition, the 
hub caps are a loose fit and tend to 
rattle. 

Despite these minor niggles, how- 
ever, | thoroughly enjoy the X1/9. 
There are faster cars on the market, 
but fewer with prettier looks, better 
handling and such an exceptional 
combination of performance with 
economy. 

Richard Walker 
Enfield, Middlesex 


Prayer wheels 
Reading that Norman St John 
Stevas, MP, says a prayer before 
each journey, reminded me that | 
composed a prayer some years ago 
when_ travelling considerable dis- 
tances on business. | found it most 
useful in reducing some of the driving 
tendencies | was beginning to 
develop—becoming blasé, if you 
like. | offer it for publication in the 
hope that it may help others to 
modify bad driving habits: 
‘So order it, O Father God, that 
when this car | drive, 
Not only shall | safe return but 
safely will arrive. 
Lead me to drive, O Father God, 
Thy presence be with me. 
That other users of the road from 
danger will be free.’ 
S D Holmes 
Whitenap, Romsey, Hampshire 


Easy does it 

My wife and | went to see relatives 
in Italy last summer—a journey of 
some 2378 miles which we accom- 


new tolls (in French francs); Cars 
up to 7ft 64in (wheelbase)—F35 
7ft 6Lin—8ft 7 +in—F54; 8ft 7Fin— 
10ft 10in and cars with caravans— 
F73; cars over 10ft 10in—F165; 
three-axle vehicles—F255; four- 
or more-axle vehicles—F330. 
Germany Autobahn A3 (E5) 
Deggendorf—Passau motorway 
extended 7.5km to complete the 
Passau western motorway bypass. 
Autobahn A93, Weiden—Regensburg 
—14km section open between 
Klardorf and Ponholz. 

Sweden Gothenburg—Boras, road 
No 40 now completely 
reconstructed to motorway 
standards (with dual- and 
single-carriageway sections). 
Switzerland Zug bypass, N4Aa— 
7.5km-long section between 
Walterswil and Cham open. 
Motorway N12, Bern—Fribourg— 
Vevey, extended 6.5km from 
Corpataux to Avry-devant-Pont. 
Yugoslavia Avtocesta A1, E93 
Ljubljana—Trieste toll motorway 
extended 12.5km from Vrhnika to 
just outside Ljubljana. Toll charges 
for 53.5km from Ljubljana— 
Postojna—Razdrto: cars up to 6ft 
832in (wheelbase) D27; over 

6ft 8in—D35; car with caravan or 
trailer-—D46. 


plished at an average of 32.9mpg. 
The car was a 2litre Toyota Cressida, 
which you put in the ‘executive’ class 
of fuel guzzler. Yes, | did say 33mpg 
—and on 2-star petrol, too. 

LH Lee 

Wakefield, W Yorkshire. 

Peter Denayer writes: ‘With respect 
to Mr Lee, a holiday journey involv- 
ing this sort of mileage would 
bring out the best from any car 
because of the absence of short runs 
and cold starts. His drive would 
equate with the kind of mpg that 
would be expected from quiet, rural 
motoring. * 


Mum's the word 

We're writing this to give our won- 
derful Mum a lovely surprise—and 
it couldn't be more deserved. Though 
disabled, she has twice recently 
helped people hurt in road accidents. 

Just a few days after going to the 
rescue and giving first aid in an 
accident near her house, she was in 
action again. We were on our way 
to Manchester when something 
went wrong with her car. She 
called the AA out, and the patrol 
was about to tow our car away when 
a dog ran out and caused a crash. 

Mum asked the AA patrol to call 
the police, and then helped to get a 
little boy out of the damaged car. 
After making sure that he wasn’t 
hurt, she drove the crashed car to 
the side of the road to get it out of 
danger. 

Fortunately, no one was hurt in this 
crash except Mum—who hurt her 
back, but didn’t say anything. She 
just won't give in, and we're so 
proud of her. 

Sylvia, Avril, Wilfred and lan Barclay 
Wrexham, Clwyd 
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COST OF MOTORING: September 1978—August 1979 
INDEX oc: 1973 = 100| 99 [222] 226 | 101 | 251 | 177 | 190 | 204 | 220 | 


a 


MONTH-BY-MONTH Average | Cost Petrol 
ANALYSES (all cars) AND monthly | per mile oe 
ENGINE RATING poiliee® | jpenee 
ANALYSES (post-1969 cars) i 
23.97 


September 1978 ____—_—_—*(79BT [BRST 0.84 
24.43 | 0.64 
0.54 


Servicing Acces Insurance Other 
repairs sores costs 


DRIVE INDEX 


Nearer and 


dearer January 1973 ——SS—=*d | 2.00 

O71 | 70.12 [0.23 

THOUGH MOTORISTS are driving [March1979_ 215 

fewer miles, they are continuing [April1979 2.05 

to spend more on petrol. Com- |May 1979 | 1.61 

pared to the last Index, motorists [june 1979 2.42 
have spent on average £19.36 [july 1979 “Welerel 

more on petrol, the total for the August 1979 0.79 


year September 1978—August 

1979 being £316.31. 

The fuel survey also shows that 
outgoings on servicing and repairs 
have gone up by £2.91 to £179.52 
per owner, while insurance has 
risen by £1.06 to £56.95. Spending 
on oil increased by 5p to £9.86, 
and on accessories by 75p to 
£14.86. The bad news is sum- 
marised by the total running cost 
for the 12-months, an average of 
£667.81—120°,, more than when 
the Index started in October 1973. 

Mileage, on the other hand, has 
decreased, with the typical 
motorist driving 93 miles less in 


July 1979—and 33 miles fewer in | 1800/2200 B52 [10, 
| 8.46 | 


: 
—900cc . 
901—1100cc 
1101—1300cc 
1301—1500cc 
1501—1700cc 903 7. 
1701cc + - 928 | 7.39 | 


ost-1 969 Cars) 


August 1979—compared to the | Princess 
corresponding months in the pre- [| Chrysler/Talbot Imp 
vious year. Thus, this Index’s [avenger 
730-mile monthly average for the 
year represents a fall of seven 
miles on the previous index. 

In the 12-month period ending 
August 1978, the average motorist 
paid out 1.27p per mile /ess to run 
his car, and £85.79 Jess on the 
total bill, compared with the year 
ending August 1979. 

This difference is explained by 
two large increases over this 
period: servicing/ repairs costs 
have increased by £38.63, and 
petrol by £33.51. 

The Datsun Cherry is still the 
most economical model in the 
Index, costing 5.19p per mile. 
Cherry owners successfully kept 
expenditure on servicing and | Vauxhall Viva 
repairs down to £4.71. The high- | Chevette 
mileage, newer Vauxhall Cavalier | Cavalier 
is second at 5.29p per mile, fol- [yw Beetle 


a 
The Datsun Cherry also tops the ae es 
fuel consumption league (2.76p = —— 
per mile), followed this time by pkeyland 
the Fiats 128 and 124 (3.01p), [Vauxhall 
Vauxhall Chevette (3.07p) andthe |All British ‘ 
Mini 850 (3.10p). All Fiat 
In general, owners of British | Renault 
models spent the most running 
their cars—7.52p per mile—com- 
pared to owners of foreign makes 
—6.89p. To some extent this is to 
be expected, as the foreign cars 
imported into this country are 
usually newer and smaller than 
the British models. All Foreign 


Fiat 500/127 
Ford Escort 1100/Popular 
Escort 1300 


Average monthly costs (£) excluding depreciation 
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Villas in France 
Motoring and air holidays — 
from only £55 


Silvair’s superb value holidays leave you free to explore France 
as you choose. There’s a great range of villas and apartments, from 
comfortable ‘gites’ to delightful cottages, in all sorts of locations: 
from quiet Missillac in Brittany to glamorous Cannes. Either drive 
your own car or fly by Scheduled Air France flights. 

Cut out the coupon or call in at your travel agent for full details. 


ee 


: Silvair Holidays Ltd., 13/15 King Street, Luton, Beds LU] 2DW. 


Look at the Holiday Choices with 


FRANCE 
ALGARVE 

SPAIN 

GREEK ISLANDS 
USA 

WEST INDIES 


NEW for 1980, holidays for the discerning to the USA and the West Indies. 
Camping and caravanning in France. PLUS Bigger programmes of villa 
holidays to your favourite European resorts — drive yourself with bargain car 
ferry rates, or fly from three U.K. airports. Choose from these individual, 
specialist brochures. 


FRANCE (01-680 3300 24 hour service) 
More than 300 villas all around the French coast from St. Malo to Menton including 
Brittany, Altantic Coast and the South of France. 


GREEK ISLANDS & SPAIN (01-680 2663 24 hour service) 


In Greece, villas in lively Spetse, Aghios Nikolaos in Crete or the unruffled peace of 
Poros and Andros. 

In Spain, villas in unspoilt fishing villages on the Costa Brava or the neighbouring but 
distinctly different islands of Ibiza and Formentera. 


ALGARVE (01-680 3444 24 hour service) 


A superb and unrivalled selection of top quality villas, more than half with private 
pools. Flights from Heathrow, Gatwick and Manchester. 


CAMPING & CARAVANNING (01-680 9815 24 hour service) 
Luxury caravans on top sites on the French Riviera. All mod cons, even flush loos. 
Fully equipped and erected tents on Atlantic Coast and the South of France. 


Telephone: 0582 412131. 


Please send me your 1980 Villas in France/Motoring Holidays Brochure. 


Name 


West Coast. 


Address 


* Brand new 6 berth fully equipped frame tents. 


* AA 5star Car Recovery Insurance. 
* Personal Holiday Insurance. 
* A full back up team at each campsite. 


The difference is in the cari 


[Se es ee 


Guadeloupe. 


ABTA 


* You can choose between 4 superb holiday regions in. 


France — Brittany, Aquitaine, the Ardeche and the Cote 
d’Azur. Most featuring marvellous campsites, sandy 
_ beaches and spectacular sights. 
* Two fun packed weeks for all the family — incredible value 
at holiday prices from only £50.50 per person — including 
ferry crossing! 
* Departures from May until September, 


What is Autocamping? 

Simply a termfic family holiday where you take your 
car — and leave the rest to us. No bulky camping 
equipment, no buying expensive kit (and using it once 
a year!) You arrive at selected campsites to find a 
brand new 6 berth frame tent erected ready for your 
stay — and equipped with just about everything you're 
likely to need — beds, tables, chairs, plates, gas cooker, 
saucepans, etc, etc... the list goes on and on. 


Visit Two Sites 

You can if you wish combine two sites spending a 
week at each, and don't forget that at each site, we 
have a full back up team to provide valuable help and 
advice. 


What are the advantages of 
Autocamping? 

Firstly you can by and large come and go as you 
please, when you please. No timetables. No 
regimentation. No set meal times. 

Then you can tour at will at your own pace, in your 
own Car. 

Think then how much children love the wide open 
spaces of carnpsites, and “life under canvas” — fun 
indeed for all the family. 


Value for Money 

And finally the value for money an autocamping 
holiday provides — you can tailor your needs to your 
pocket, and avoid expensive hotel bills. 


Why France? 

France is perhaps the foremost country in Europe, 
when it comes to camping with campsites offering 
excellent facilities. Mainly though it's because France 
offers such a diverse range of marvellous attractions 
from fabulous beaches to soaring mountains — and 
who can resist those succulent French dishes and 
tasty wines. 

Simply — The French Joie de Vivre. 


Where do I stay? 

Brittany, Aquitaine, the Ardéche or the Cote d'Azur. 
Each offers superb touring prospects. In BRITTANY 
you can see the impressive island town of Mont St 
Michel, the Emerald Coast, Quimper, Concarneau 
and Brest — plus countless fishing villages and lobster 
centres. 

In AQUITAINE it's wine all the way — clarets of St 
Emilion and Medoc, whites of Sauternes and Graves. 

Also there's Bordeaux and the amazing prehistoric 
drawings in the caves of Les Eyzies de Tayac. 

In the ARDECHE you'll find spectacular gorges and 


USA & WEST INDIES (01-680 3444 24 hour service) 


Three-stop holidays with five alternative centres, visiting Florida, New Orleans or the 
Luxury villas in Barbados or villas, apartments and hotels in 


Ring or write STATING WHICH BROCHURE YOU REQUIRE. 


Holiday Villas 


(Dept. A) 8 Barclay Road, Croydon, CRO 1JN 
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canyons, plus the famous cities of Orange, Nimes and 
Arles. 

And finally the RIVIERA — St Tropez, Monaco, Nice, 
Cannes. ..—need we say more! 


Where can I start my holiday? 
From 4 departure points in the UK — to 4 ports in 
France and Belgium. And you're free to choose 
between a vast list of sailing times. There's no 
restriction either on the length of your car! 


How do I get more details? 

Simply fill in the coupon below and send if off today. 
Or Dial-A-Brochure on Leicester (0533) 55252]. 
For reservations dial (0533) 553765. 


[ 0: Page & Moy Limited, 136-138 London 
Road, Leicester LE2 1EN. 


Please send me your 1980 brochure 
describing Autocamping holidays in France. | 


NAME crises coh sel nace ktinerctthscteysandtetaadecas cettaxueneeee | 
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Personal callers welcome. 


The name Gordini will take many 
Britons back to the days when 
foreign cars were still something 
of anovelty, rather than the norm. 
To 1958, in fact when Renault 
introduced a sporting version of 
its Dauphine. Yes, it was tail- 
happy; yes, it rusted; yes, it was 
fairly fast—provided you didn’t 
worry too much about where you 
were going. 

So there wouldn’t seem to be 
much percentage in trying to sell 
a new model on those memories, 
would there? 

Well, the 1980 Gordini has as 
much in common with the 1958 
version as the Renault 5 with the 
Renault Dauphine—family name 
only. The 5 has long been a DRIVE 
favourite, and the 5 Gordini is no 
upstart, boasting about more 
than it has to give—93bhp is a lot 
of muscle. 

Is this a Gordini for you? DRIVE 
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family name. 


How it goes 
It doesn’t take long to recognise 
that the 93bhp, 1397cc power unit 
of the Gordini is in a high state of 
tune: it starts from cold easily 
enough, but idling speed on choke 
sounds anything but idle, and it 
can be flighty about firing up again 
when hot. Not the sort of motor 
you feel confident about switching 
off in a traffic queue. It shows an 
agreeable willingness to trundle 
along at around 30mph in top, but 
the engine note seems to be asking 
all the time to be unbridled. 

Wide throttle openings and an 
open road gives the Gordini 
driver the chance to sample some 


eh tM ms re Gi Pe. Sas 

acceleration through the 
gears, tearing past slower-moving 
traffic with irresistible urge anda 
busy roar under-bonnet. Our test 
car had noisy valve gear—not 
apparent on a second sample— 
and a deeper, unavoidable boom 
also sets in around 3500rpm, 
which disappointingly — spoils 
motorway cruising even before a 
true 70mph is reached. 

Fifth gear is not really high 
enough to be called a true over- 
drive—the engine revs at 6000rpm, 
almost in the tachometer’s red 
band, at its commendable 108mph 
mean maximum—but its acceler- 
ation is not so dramatically im- 
pressive as in other gears. Notice, 
however that the top-gear 40— 
60mph time is better than its 30—- 


50mph showing—a good indica- 
tion of a car that rewards plenty of 
gear changing. 

Bearing in mind the problems 
of controlling a five-speed gear- 
box with a lever that is nearly 
half a car’s length away from the 
box, the Gordini’s shift quality 
is very dependable, if slightly 
rubbery. Intelligent spring-load- 
ing draws the lever to the centre 
(third/fourth-gear) plane, and, 
though newcomers sometimes 
hit the wrong notch at first, they 
quickly learn not to. The clutch 
needs to be floored for clunk- 
free changes, but it is nicely 
weighted and progressive. 

The 1980 Gordini control layout 
includes a welcome temperature 
gauge as well as a tachometer, 
but the ‘fruit drop’ warning 
lamps on the 5’s new dashboard 
still do not include one for low 
fuel level. It’s now less easy to 
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CL RR. 


4 +t So 
Statin Mraber et ee 


work the wiper stalk by mistake, 
and the daytime headlamp flash- 
ing provision works with the 
familiar squeeze of the lighting 
stalk. It’s a pity that the dial faces 
still look over-ornate—the char- 
acters are not so easy to read as 
good, old-fashioned white on 
black. 

A row of rocker switches are 
conspicuous enough, but their 
close grouping and imprecise feel 
could cause confusion, especially 
in the dark. 

That traditional 5 bugbear—the 
offset pedals with no room for an 
idle left foot—is still apparent. 
The front seats are very inviting, 
though, with good all-round sup- 
port, despite generous propor- 
tions and soft sumptuous style. 

Apart from its striking all-alloy 
wheels with low-profile tyres, 
stiffer springing with special 
dampers are the only real suspen- 
sion changes compared with 
lesser Ss. But the car feels much 
sharper in response, with moder- 
ated cornering roll and none of the 
typically-5, safe-but-staid under- 
steer. 

The Gordini pulls lightly into a 
turn, grips like a leech even on 
wet corners, and, while the tail 
feels only too willing to ease out if 
one is really imprudent, there’s 
good feel and steady progression 
when anything starts to happen— 
a safe and suitable set-up for a car 
of this character. 

The stiffer suspension is still 
absorbent enough to shrug off 
mid-corner bumps without losing 
its line, and crosswind stability 
remains impeccable. The only 
real impediment to sporty motor- 
ing is the sheer weight of the steer- 
ing through the small wheel. 


How comfortable 

Whatever else it lacks, the 
ordinary STL is DRIVE’s favourite 
small car for sheer rest and com- 
fort. Of course, the Gordini’s 
price tag pits it against entirely 
different competition, but it still 
possesses a pleasing manner. Its 
ride is noticeably stiffer at low 
speeds—you'll notice bumps 
you’d miss in a 5TL—yet it levels 
out as the pace quickens to be 
more than the equal of most 
sporty-car rides. Legroom is just 
adequate for four, with a well- 
angled rear seat of intelligent 
proportions and good headroom. 
Getting in and out is easy: front 
seats move bodily forward, out 
of the way; you just stoop and 
walk in. 

Load space, however, is com- 
promised by a spare wheel (non- 
alloy, odd-sized, for emergency 
only) that stows under the car- 
peted floor—a Gordini impedi- 
ment to holiday luggage. And 
even folding the rear seat forward 
is not a complete answer, because 
of the platform’s height; but the 
split backrest does offer the 
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facility of a three-seater car with 

L-shaped load space—handy for 
carrying cots and the like. 

All the new 5s have improved 
oddments-stowage space, but we 
wish the recesses were less- 
obviously plastic on the upmarket 
Gordini—hard objects _clonk 
about. 

A quartz clock and tinted glass 
are standard Gordini items, two 
roof lamps give all-over interior 
illumination, and the man with 
the key will appreciate the new 
5s’ doorlocks—he can ‘bolt up’ 
from inside or outside nowadays. 

Ventilation is effective, with twin 
central outlets aiming air in 
virtually any direction—not fan 
boosted, though. Rotary dials 
give reasonable heat control, but 
there’s no doubt that the driver 
is the most-favoured occupant, 
as little warmth  percolates 
through to the rear passengers’ 
toes. 

That infuriating Renault feature, 
the single rocker switch for tail- 
gate services (wash-wipe and 


heat), is retained, guaranteeing a. 


dribble of unwiped water down 
the glass whatever you do, and 
proving particularly tiresome on 
a dirty day, when the wiper is 
required continuously. This simple 
need just can’t be fulfilled. 

The revisions have certainly 
helped this most-expensive 5 to 
look more ‘integrated’ in interior 
styling, and, for the most part, 
carpets and other materials fit 
and look good. There is still quite 
a lot of painted metal on view, 
however, and the tendency to 
over-stylize—a traditional Gallic 
failing—is evident in the new 
facia’s design. 

As a town commuting car, the 
Gordini manages surprisingly 
well. Its excellent all-round 
vision, with an effective dipping 
mirror (now stuck to the screen), 
helps slot the little car into tight 
spaces, while plastic shields at 
either end take gentle nudges 
without damage—to you or your 
carpark neighbour. The special 
door mirrors are of dubious 
value, though: seeing things their 
way, everything appears farther 
away than it is. 

The engine does foul its plugs in 
prolonged, quiet use, but a 
steady increase in cruising speed 
on the open road soon cleans 
them again. Fourth gear proves 
ideal for threading gently through 
traffic or around the lanes, with a 
nice turn of speed instantly on tap, 
too, if needed. Pity about that 
unwieldy steering... 


How strong 

Renault once had a rusting repu- 
tation, but this problem has been 
tackled with ever-increasing 
determination throughout the 
last decade, and, in early 1978, 
factory measures were taken to 
ensure that the new five-year 


anti-corrosion warranty would 
cause Renault no embarrassment. 
Like all current Renaults we’ve 


seen, our test sample was 
thoroughly coated underneath 
and in its box sections with a 


petroleum wax similar to that used 
by proprietory rust-proofers; the 
body is dotted with grometted 
holes to enable further treat- 
ment to be applied by lance later 
in the car’s life; and, under the 
wheelarches and along the sills, a 
chip-resistant plastic sealant is 
well applied. It’s a thorough treat- 
ment that will set the car in good 
stead, so long as the check-ups 
(at the owner’s expense) are 
adhered to. If not, the body 
warranty is annulled. 

The silencer is re-located from 
its traditional spot under the front 
wing to amidships, but, with only 
a 44in ground clearance, we don’t 
fancy its chances over rough 
going; the same applies to the 
deep bumper chin, with its low- 
mounted driving lamps. 


How safe 

Given a strong pair of wrists, this 
Renault copes well with sudden 
manoeuvres, and it has a natural 
stability that makes it go straight 
ahead when others twitch and 
wobble off course. The brakes 


and low-profile tyres give 100% . 


efficiency stops for any pedal- 
pressure from 50—60lb, though 
the pedal feels rather spongy 
initially, with too-intrusive a 
servo on light check-braking— 
you learn to contend with this, 
after a while. The car sat secure 
on a |-in-3 hill, and restarted 
again, too. Fade is no problem— 
the first Renault for some time 
that has passed our test this well. 
Squeaks and grunts from the 
front discs did afflict the Gordini 
however—a problem not un- 
known among Renaults. 

Standard headrests on the front 
seats, a laminated windscreen, 
excellent roof padding that 
extends behind the sunvisors to 
cover the screen rail—all are good 
injury-prevention points that 
many cars still lack. But the 5 
has its blind spots still: the 
special steering wheel’s centre 
boss, for example, and the unlined 
backs of the new front seats, 
leave room for improvement. The 
seatbelts are fine, if used correctly, 
but their spring loading can 
allow slackness that constitutes a 
potential danger. And the door 
buttons aren’t crash-proof: they 
could easily be depressed in a side- 
swipe, allowing them to fly open. 


How much 

The biggest surprise of this hot 5 
is its extreme economy. We sus- 
pected it would do well, but not 
this well. It really would have 
been inconceivable, a few years 
ago, to contemplate a family four- 
seater managing O-60mph_ in 


RENAULT 5 GORDINI 
Front engine: 1397cc/4cyl, OHV (chain); 


Weber twin-throat carb; 93bhp at 6400rpm 
Front drive: 5 gears; 18.8mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind wishbones, torsion 
bar, anti-roll bar; rear—ind trailing arms, 
torsion bars, anti-roll bar 

Steering: rack and pinion, 32 turns/324ft 
circle; 5.25 wheels (alloy), 155/70SR13 
radials 

Brakes: servoed discs front, drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £45.73 (fitting 7hr) 
exhaust £128.58 (1.8hr) 
headlamp unit £45.31 (O.5hr) 
front bumper £141.45 (Thr) 
laminated windscreen £61 (O.9hr) 


oil filter and points £6.52 (1.1hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (3hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £888 7.40p 
Loss of value £204 1.70p 
Total depreciation £850 7.09p 


Insurance group 6 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Renault 5 Gordini 
Colt 1400 GLX 
Fiat X1/9 
Alfasud Sprint 1.5 
Ford Escort 1600 Sport 
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PERFORMANCE 


3.4 5.1 7.6 10.5 13.9 


, 40s 60 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Maximum speeds 
in gears 


max engine speed 
used 6500 rpm; 


10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 
within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 372mpg 
effective tank range 280 miles/7+gal 


Normal range of consumption 
hard driving, heavy traffic 283mMpg 


short journey, suburban 31mpg 
motorway—/7Omph cruising 37mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 384mpg 
quiet rural—4Omph cruising 46>mpg 
Consumption atsteady speeds 
30mph 

56mph 48impg 
7Omph 37mpg 
100mph 20zmpg 
SAFETY CHECKS 


614mpg 


steering: energy 
absorbing? 
front seats: secure 
mounts ? Yes 


No 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? Yes 
doors: crashproof? No 
Yes 


head restraint? Yes 
front belts: effective? Yes 
convenient? No 
rear belts: fitted? No 


childproof? 
petrol: spillproof? 
brakes: failsafe? 

load sensitive? 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 

(ideal car would show no variation) 

26lb at start; 26Ib in constant use; 32Ib in severe use 
Watersplash 40lb at first, 3 stops to recover 


max in top 5800rpm; 
standing 4 mile 
17.5sec 


Yes 
Yes 
Yes 


30-50MPH 


OVERALL 


FUEL 


MAXIMUM 


ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED 


PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) 
4836 1397 372 108 
Sots 1410 34 93 
5684 1498 364 108 
5055 1490 315 101 
4110 1598 333 96 
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BEST STOP 
(% g/Ib) 
100/50 
86/50 
100/75 
98/60 
96/55 


5th—5th year 


LENGT 
(FT/IN) 


1Anse 
OSM 
13! 

ISl24e 
slo ae Ne 


P— Power settin 


IN TOP 
(SEC) 


11.5 (5th) 
SHeae 
10.1 (5th) 
11.7 (5th) 
11.4 


MAXIMUM 


TYPICAL 
LEGROOM 


STEERING 
TURNS/ 


H LEGROOM 
FRONT (IN) 


38 
414 
40 
423 
40 


REAR (IN) 


CIRCLE (FT) 
33/32} 


Sa Se 


10.S5sec and nigh-on 40mpg in 
normal mixed use—we saw this 
figure several times on longer, 
brisk journeys. Driven as a subur- 
ban commuter car, it is a lot more 
economical than when driven 
really hard—not unusual—but 
the motorway-cruising consump- 
tion is excellent, thanks largely to 
the five-speed gearbox. 


There’s no locking petrol-filler | 


cap or flap, but the car does fill 
easily, and one soon learns how to 
get in 7+gal at a time (the gauge 
helps here), giving an adequate 
pump-to-pump range. Oil con- 
sumption was virtually nil on our 
car, though it was spewing out 
transmission oil. 

An oil-change and quick check 
is due at 5000-mile intervals, with 
a full service every 10,000 miles. 
Not so get-attable as a Fiesta or 
VW Polo, most service items can 
be managed by keen DIY types 

. if only the handbook were 
more informative. 

We suspect that the high com- 
pression will call for plugs-and- 
points attention more frequently 
than every 10,000 miles: and, to 
get to the valve cover, a lot of 
sundry items have to be cleared 
out of the way first—even the 
diagnostic socket is sited there 
(to intimidate?). The use of a 
single Weber carburettor looks a 
good portent for reliability, 
though. 

Our running cost calculations 
reveal that this fast 5 is rather 
expensive to maintain—parts 


prices look distinctly ‘morish’. 
Insurance is a costly Group 6— 
but what else can you expect with 
this kind of performance and 
market pitch? 

Assessing the Gordini’s depreci- 
ation prospects is a risky business, 
for-it could develop a following— 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Renault 5 
| Gordini, taking into consideration 


its rivals, its price and what kind 
of car it's meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
SODOOCSSO 


FUEL ECONOMY 
SBOSESCOSE 


HANDLING/STEERING 
69330 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
BOVSSS 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
88988 


PASSENGER AIDS 
S696 


DRIVER AIDS 
666636 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
SeSE839 


RUST RESISTANCE 
BSSOSSS80 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
B9O86G 


| in performance terms, 
| deliver 


or be considered ‘over the top’ 
by the typically conservative 
secondhand-small-car buyer. In 
the event, we quote the record 
of the 5TS—a model that has not 
held its value as well as its Fiesta 
or Polo rivals. It seems fair to 
conclude that this is an expensive 
small car whose price is only 
justified by its performance: a car 
for the specialist. 


Verdict 

Like the late, lamented Mini 
Cooper, the Gordini is a full- 
blooded performance car—but for 
the family man. Without doubt, 
it does 
the goods. Whether it 
attempts to extract too many brake 
horses from too few cubic centi- 
metres, to the detriment of longer- 
term reliability, is a moot point. 
Nevertheless, the strenuous 1.4litre 
engine propels the Gordini like no 
other of its size, and displays its 
efficiency in terms of remarkable 
fuel economy, too, given half a 
chance. 

It doesn’t offer the image of some 
elegant sportsters, and its raucous- 
ness, lack of refinement and rather- 
ordinary super-mini appointments 
may disappoint some, at this price. 

In devising a projectile to meet the 
needs of the racer who is now more 
family-man than boy, Renault 


has also squeezed open the door on 
entertaining prospects for the fuel- 
conscious 1980s. Keep up with 
Jags and BMW’s at 38mpg—it 
makes tempting sense. 


All measurements in inches 


Kerbweight 17cwt 
overall length 11ft 8in 
overall width 5ft Oin 
overall height 4ft 7in 


DRIVE’s consultant panel of private 
motorists for this issue comprised 
(left to right) Graham Sparkes, 
36-year-old technical studies and 


car-maintenance teacher from 
Basingstoke, Hants; Claire 
Parker, 25-year-old Whitchurch, 
Hants, housewife; and Ron Daly, 
32, an air-traffic controller at 
Heathrow. 

DRIVE’s testers were all agreed: 
the Gordini would be tremendous 
fun—for a weekend. Sadly, it 
couldn’t keep our Everyman panel 
happy for even an hour... 

‘As a passenger,’ said Graham 
Sparkes, ‘I didn’t like the way you 
sat on the seats, rather than in 
them. They were very uncomfort- 
able—too short in the cushion. But 
there was plenty of room in the 
front to stretch your legs. 

‘The instrument panel was very 
poor—the dials were pretty but too 
small and not very clear. I didn’t 
like having all those rocker switches 
on the right of the steering column, 
either. The gear change was diffi- 
cult—you had to be fairly rough 
with the box to get into fifth gear.’ 

‘It was very, very fast,’ began 
Claire. ‘The ride and roadholding 
were exceptional; it cornered like 
a dream—what I’d expect from a 
car like this—but, well . . . I 
wouldn’t buy a Gordini. Couldn’t 
stand the strain of feeling obliged 
to race everybody.’ 

‘DRIVE’s test car looked tatty, but 
presumably the test-fleet does get 
thrashed . . . The carpet looked 
cheap and nasty, with a big stain 
on it. I didn’t like the short seats 
either, and every time I turned the 
wheel I set the wipers going by 
mistake.’ 

‘It isn’t practical as a family car,’ 
said Ron Daly, ‘really a two seater, 
in fact. 

‘On the road, the car felt very 
solid, with no rattles, and it went 
very well—a hot performer. It was 
spoiled by the gear change. It went 
round roundabouts as though it 
were on rails—its stability is tre- 
mendous—but the steering was 
heavy as well as being precise. The 
noise was terrible, too, which also 
put me right off.’ 

DRIVE car tester Peter Denayer 
comments: ‘Just about all the 
panel’s complaints about seating 
and controls have been met by 
Renault’s_ revisions for 1980. 
Claire’s opinion about driving it 
fast is intriguing—I found the 
Gordini very sweet-tempered.’ 
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How to put 
awarm heart 
intoacold 


Cars can be distinctly temperamental in Winter. Frosty 
windscreens, cold seats, condensation, chilly steering 
wheel and cold air where hot air ought to be! Altogether 
unfriendly. 

Fortunately, it need not last long. Feelings are 
transformed once the engine warms up - and that’s 
where a Waxstat can help. 

A genuine Waxstat thermostat, fitted to your engine, 
gives your car a rapid warm-up. Heaters work sooner 
and blow. hotter air; driving quickly becomes 
comfortable. And, because visibility clears earlier, 
motoring safety can be improved. Furthermore, rapid 
attainment of optimum engine temperature actually 
saves you fuel. 

Fitting anew Waxstat thermostat is easy, usually being 
accomplished in about 20 minutes without special tools. 
The Waxstat range is available from most garages and 
accessory shops. Treat yourself (and your car) to one 
today! 


Warm up quickly this Winter with a genuine 
y) WAXSTAT® Thermostat. 


U 


Western Thomson Controls Ltd —>  — 
Millfield Industrial Estate, Chard, Somerset. 


Waxstat thermostats are made only by Western Thomson Controls Ltd. 


Stainless steel 
exhaust systems 
are expensive 


“NONSENSE!” 


The durability and efficiency of stainless exhaust 
systems are widely known, however some motorists 
still think that stainless steel costs much more than 
conventional mild steel systems. These are the facts: 


A Grundy stainless steel exhaust system can last three 
or four times longer than a standard system, but does 
not cost much more initially, and CARRIES A 5 YEAR 
UNLIMITED MILEAGE GUARANTEE! 


Just compare the following prices! You know it makes 
sense to fit Grundy. 


+ 


Typical Grundy 
Mild Stainless 
Steel Steel 


Pot oe £60.32 


Princess 1800 


Allegro 1100, 1300 
Dolomite 1850 HL 
Maxi 1500, 1750 
Escort Mark II 
Volvo 244 

Cavalier 1600 
Volkswagen Beetle 


£29.75 £48.70 

£44.08 £72.16 

£42.10 £68.31 

£34.24 £55.95 

eo ies 

£89.34 £139.55 
oats ees £91.08 

Renault 12 


eA oa £39.62 
£70.62 
“excluding front pipe. 


£79:52° 
Prices include VAT at 15% but exclude fitting charges. 


Grundy have an extensive range of exhaust systems 
to fit most popular UK and imported models. 


INSIST ON GRUNDY 


STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUSTS 


@Largest manufacturers of 
stainless steel exhausts in Europe 
Suppliers to Saab and Jaguar 
@® National UK network of over 
500 stockists 


GRUMDY 


Grundy Auto Products Ltd., Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate, 
Tredegar, Gwent NP2 3XY. Telephone: 049-525 3962. 


Some connecting parts are mild steel but fully guaranteed 


Chris Story 


We 
<> What have 


done to Save It? 


dtd: was the question we asked of motorists passing 
through an M3 service station. For, as the AA says, fuel 
economy is in the interest of all motorists. Yet the number of 
blank reactions gave DRIVE a rapid judgement on the effec- 
tiveness of the government’s petrol-saving slogan—and 
persuaded us to rephrase our question: ‘In view of the 
government’s energy-saving campaign, what steps are you 
taking to cut down your petrol consumption” Fourteen told 
all. as 


4 Bill Thompson, 50, from Bre 
ham-on-Crouch, Essex, driving a 
Ford Fiesta 1 100L: ‘I had a Rover 
2200 until last June, and then fuel 
costs prompted me to buy this 
Fiesta. I went from 26mpg to 
44mpg—I check the figures 
religiously. 

‘It took a little while to get used 
to the lack of Rover comfort—I 
think the ride was better because 
of its long wheelbase, and it was 
quieter, too. Now, most of my 
motoring consists of round trips 
of 50 miles to the office, and my 
wife uses the Fiesta to take the 
kids to school.’ 


ke, David Shaw, 37, a dental surgeon 

; from: Witham, Essex, driving a 
Volvo 245GL estate: ‘I really 
haven't done anything to save 
petrol. I suppose I get 22-24mpg, 
and I’m quite happy with that. If 
I'd wanted to do more I’d have 
bought a smaller car, but with 
three children I need the room. 

‘IT suppose I drive at 7Omph most 
of the time on motorways, and I 
don’t exceed speed limits— 
especially when the children are 
with me. I certainly haven’t 
modified my driving style because 
of the cost of fuel.’ 


4 David Vyner, 46, from Ports- 
mouth, runs a_ diesel-powered 
Volkswagen Golf LD: ‘I’m doing 
about 45~SOmpg, depending on 


drove at 60mph on the motorway, 
and 40mph on main roads, it 
worked out at 63mpg. 

‘I don't really know why I bought 
a diesel car—I just fancied one, 
I suppose. Diesel engines are 
naturally economical, and I like 
the Golf, so I decided to get one. 

‘I! did have a big white Mercedes- 
Benz, but the police kept chasing 
me, so I bought the Golf in July 
-1978—in good time for the fuel 
shortage.’ 
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how fast I drive. Once, when I 


A Tom Ellingham, 64, of Bushey 
Heath, Herts, runs a Simca 1301 


Special: “I drive more slowly now 
—except in special circumstances. 
On a long run I get 36mpg, which 
isn’t bad. I’ve owned the car for 
six months, but I didn’t buy it for 
its economy. A colleague was 
going to Canada, and I was able to 
get it from him at a good price.’ 


A Peter Lindsey, 55, from South- 
ampton, runs a Polski Fiat 125P: 

‘I bought the car six months ago 
with economy in mind. The big 
economy was the price of the car, 
but I also reckon that it does 30 
mpg, with most of my runs being 
around town. 

‘I don’t drive any differently 
because of the price of petrol— 
I'm not a fast driver. I am what 
you might call 
steady”’.’ 


A Mrs Melinda Sparke, 22, from 
Fleet, Hants, runs a Volkswagen 
1300 ‘Beetle’: ‘?'m probably more 
careful about fuel saving when 
I'm not in a hurry. But most of 
the time I am in a hurry, so. 
‘The Volkswagen still gets used 
for every trip; I’m not yet 


desperate enough to walk or take 
buses. It doesn’t do much to the 
gallon—about 25mpg—but then it 
is getting old.’ 


“*middle-and- * 7 
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<4fan Hurst, 41, a 
Herts, drives a Citroen 2CV6: ‘I. 
~ bought my 2CV some two years: 


A Charles Reeser. 58, an engineer 
from Detroit, USA, was on holi- 
day in a hired Ford Escort Popu- 


lar: ‘I drove out of London at 
40—4Smph, and then I started 
running at 5Smph—like we do in 
the States. People still came past 
me. We are just sightseeing and 
we don't have a schedule to keep. 
Anyway, the wheels are out of 
balance on this hire car, and that’s 
like having a built-in governor. 
What is your‘ motorway speed 
limit? I haven't seen any signs.’ 


from. St. Albans, 


ago, changing from a Moskvitch 
estate. This car is. a lot more 
economical, and can manage 
5Ompg overall as opposed to 32 
mpg. 

‘| have tried to adapt my driving 
to be more economical because 
I’m conscious of the cost of petrol. 
I stick to SOmph instead of 60mph, 
and that makes a big difference. 
I have tried knocking my speed 
down to 40mph, but it means 


changing down a gear on every 


hill—and that doesn’t help 
economy.’ It all sounded most 
sensible, so it came as no surprise 
to discover that Ian is a police- 
man... 


4 Patrick Horne, 22, of Clapham, 


London, rides a Honda 250T 
motorcycle: “I probably ride less 
now than I used to, and I'lltakea 
lift when I can get one. I resent the 
price of petrol, 
changed my speed or acceleration 
habits. A motorcycle is economi- 


cal, anyway. 
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but I haven't 


A Mrs Pat Newbury, of Wareham, 
Dorset, owns a Ford Escort 1300: 


‘. think I am driving more 
cautiously now. And I don’t drive 
if I can walk instead—like taking 
my children to school. I am more 
aware of my speed now—I haven't 
just ignored the government's 


warnings.’ 


ton, Scotland, driving a Ford 
Cortina 1600L company car: ‘I 


- have experimented with economy 


driving. I tried sticking to 50mph, 


_ and proved that it does work. On 


one trip to the south, | banned 
myself from going faster than 
55mph and got an average 36mph. 
My normal figure would have been 
25—30mpg. I also keep an eye on 
my speed and try to keep it 
constant. 

‘With a company car, it doesn’t 


_ really matter how much petrol i 


use, but I do have to pay for 
private ‘miles. Most of my own 
cars were chosen ‘for their 
economy—the last one I had was 
a Citroen Dyane.’ 


A Peter Robinson, 31, 


a Robin Gillhespy, 33, of Hamil- 


a civil 
servant from London, drives a Fiat 
Strada 65CL: ‘I bought it last Aug- 
ust, and I’ve had more than 4S5mpg 
out of it. I don’t drive slower since 
the petrol shortage, and I haven’t 
changed my driving style at all. 

‘But I have stopped using my car 
to drive to work—now I go onthe 
Underground. I stopped driving 
when fuel was in short supply, and 
I found the Tube no less con- 
venient. I think it is cheaper, too.’ 


Peter Pearce is a 35-year-old com- 
pany director from Andover, 
Hants, and proud owner of a 
brand-new Porsche 911SC Sport: 
‘I bought the car on | August, and 
I’m not worried about fuel econ- 
omy at all. | would draw the line 


» at a car that did 1Ompg, but I’ve. 


no idea what mpg this car does. I 
should think it’s around 20mpg. 
I do drive quite slowly, though, 
because: I have ah, some 
endorsements.” 


& Mrs Wendy Payton, from South- 
ampton, runs a Ford Escort 1100: 
‘I try to drive slowly, sticking to 
50mph, but I have not cut down 
my driving at all. I use the car just 
for general running around, but 
the price of petrol is impressed on 
my mind.’ 


origes a3 NEY 
Avoiding 
action 


NONE OF us enjoys paying tax— 
and I’m not referring to the one 
motorist in every 13 reckoned to 
be dodging the road-fund tax. I’m 
talking of income tax, especially 
on savings. But the sum vou can 
put into tax-free investments is 
now quite considerable, and the 
returns On many are as good as 
the interest that you'll get (safely) 
anywhere. 

Check this list to see if you are 
missing out... 

National Savings certificates, 
18th issue, pay nearly 84°, a year 
if held for at least five vears. 
That’s free of a// tax. Limit: £1500 
for every member of the family. 
A new 19th issue comes out this 
February, paying 10.33% tax-free. 
Limit £1500 per person. 

Index-linked savings certificates, 
Retirement Issue, are geared to 
the cost-of-living index, which 
economists expect to rise by at 
least 10°, a year in the foreseeable 
future. The gains are free of all 
tax, and the certificates needn’t 
be declared. Limit: £1200 for each 
person above retirement age— 
every man aged 65 or over, “and 
for every woman of 60 or more. 

Premium Savings Bond prizes— 
if you’re lucky enough to win— 
are tax-free and needn't be 
declared. Limit: £3000 a head for 
savers aged 16 or over. 

Index-linked Save-As-You-Earn 
schemes also stand to gain 10", a 
year or more, tax-free, if inflation 
continues at that rate for five 
years. But, in any case, you can 
get 6°, tax-free, provided you 
stop the plan after it has been run- 
ning at least one year but no 
longer than five years. Limit: £20 
a month for anyone over 16. 

Building society SAYE schemes 
pay 8.3°% if you save regularly for 
five years, 8.6% if you leave the 
money in for a further two. It’s 
free of tax at all rates and needn't 
be declared. Limit: £20 a month 
for savers over 16. This is guaran- 
teed to grow to £1480 in five years 
and £1760 in seven. 

National Savings Bank ordinary 
accounts pay 5°,, interest and the 
first £70 a year is exempt from all 


tax—although it must be declared. 
Limit: to get the maximum tax- 


free interest, it is £1400 for both 

husband and wife (but not child- 

ren), or £2800 held jointly. 
ROBERT HEAD 
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DISCOVER FRANCE’S 
ATLANTIC RIVIERA IN 


CHARENTE 
MARITIME 


The Sunniest Part 
of the Atlantic Coast 


With some of the most picturesque and 
varied coast in Europe, Charente-Maritime 
is a pleasant mixture of rocky isolated coves 
and beautiful sandy beaches. It stretches 
from La Rochelle in the North, to Royan in 
the South and has four lovely off shore 
islands: lle de Ré, Ile d’Oléron, Ile d’Aix and 
lle Madame. (100 miles of coast) 


There is a wide selection of accommodation, 
from four star hotels to family pensions, 
additionally, there are plenty of rooms, flats, 
gites and villas available to rent. You will also 
find many campsites, and several holiday 
villages offering a variety of accommodation 
of their own. (Coast and country) 


While you are on holiday, there is plenty to 
do and see in this part of France. There are 
all sorts of water sports from water skiing 
and sailing, to swimming and sea fishing. 
On land there is tennis and golf, both 
widely available. Further inland there is 
some marvellous scenery which should not 
be missed, the area around Cognac for 
example, and there are also many towns, 
cities and historic buildings worth visiting 
too. 


For more detailed information, 
complete this coupon and sent to: 


Directeur de |l’Office Departemental 
du Tourisme de Charente-Maritime 
11 bis, rue des Augustins 

17000 —- LA ROCHELLE, FRANCE. 


CHARENTE-MARITIME 


Name 


Address 


Tick appropriate box 

CHotels (Self-catering 

C)Holiday Villages LJCamping 
D61 L1Farm holidays and gites 


CAR RADIOS 
& STEREOS 


FROM THE NORTH’S No. 1 CAR RADIO STATION 


Qo a See 


DRIVE IN! WRITE IN! PHONE IN! 
NAME THE MAKE. WE'VE GOT IT! 


FITTING 
WHILE-U-WAIT 
SERVIC 


DIOS from £9.90 
A rene caSSrres vom 3a 
CASS I 
RADIO CASSETTES from £39 90 Serer 
Ath MW/VHE STEREO (Prices exe 
wit | 


FULLY GUARANTEED : 

An extensive range ALWAYS in stock: 

HITACHI, SHARP, PHILIPS, NATIONAL PANASONIC , 
AIWA, BLAUPUNKT, PIONEER, PYE, AMSTRAD, 
RADIOMOBILE, MOTORADIO, SANYO, MOTOROLA 
Etc, Etc. @SPEAKERS mAERIALS sKITS 


CAREY ¥ PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
| FULL REPAIR SERVICE 
| VISA _| SA P & P £1.50. C.O.D. £1 extra. 
OPEN 7 DAYS. 


TRANSOUND, 570 WILMSLOW ROAD, WITHINGTON, 


MANCHESTER 


PHONE YOUR ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD No. 
FOR RAPID DESPATCH. 061-434 6890 (ANYTIME) 


FIAT X19. 
OWNERS 
SEE THE LIGHT 


Saratoga tops—the distinctive 
Fiat X19 roof panel-just clips on to 
ei existing fittings—fully 
weatherproof—made ina strong 
smoked bronze, transparent high 
stress material, fits snugly in the boot. 


Fully guaranteed. 
All major credit cards accepted 


For information write or phone 
87/97 Wandsworth Rd, 
London, SW8 01-735 5952 


VAN DER STEEN 


A FIRST FRONT COMPANY 


Witter is the No.l name in 
towing brackets. Vast in range 
(one for almost every vehicle on 
the road), great in service. With 
full instructions in every kit, a 
handyman could fit one himself 
in acouple of hours. With a 
nationwide network of Witter 
dealers listed in Yellow Pages, 
you'll find one near you ready to 
fit or Supply one, and prove 
that the leading bracket is 
ahead on everything but price. 


For information or advice: 
C.P Witter Ltd., 
Chester 47 
Tel.0244 41166. 


© CARTESTS 


Real estate investment 


Not that the idea is likely to win 
your sympathy, but there is such 
a thing as the needy rich—the 
man whose lifestyle encourages 
him to look for transport with 
air-conditioning and electrically 
operated this and that, but whose 
needs demand a car with a 
bowling-alley load space. 

Today’s luxury lorries will give 
all this, of course, but not many 
car-makers have something to suit. 

Aptly enough, Volvo caters for 
both markets, but the vehicle 
that our struggling stockbroker 
can park in the driveway of his 
country cottage is the £10,000 
265GLE—top of the Swedish 
maker’s five-car estate range. 

DRIVE set out to see where the 
lorries leave off and the limousines 
begin. 


How it goes 
It’s an expensive business, design- 


wee, 
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ree 


ing and building engines, so it 
made a lot of sense when hard- 
pushed Volvo pooled its resources 
with French giants Peugeot and 
Renault. The result was a brand- 
new, all-alloy V6 power unit for 
Peugeot’s 604, Renault’s 30 and 
Volvo’s 260 series. 

Initially, Volvo offered the shin- 
ing new engine with a choice of 
carburettor or fuel injection, but 
its simple, single carb just wasn’t 
up to thejob, sotoday’s 260s come 
with the happy Hobson’s choice of 
well-sorted Bosch fuel injection. 

Turn the key and the 148bhp 
unit springs into life—first time, 
every time on our car. Idle is 
smooth from the word go, but 
flooring the accelerator before 
the short warm-up period is com- 


plete—a naughty thing to do, any- 


way—results in flat spots. Very 
embarrassing if one happens to be 
trying to nip out in traffic. 

For such a big wagon—just 
under |4ton—acceleration times 
are most impressive. Using all 
the permitted 6000rpm, we recor- 
ded 0-60mph in a creditable 
11sec, which is faster than either 
an auto Rover 2600 or Ford 
Granada 2800 estate. Top-gear 
acceleration proves more than a 
match for most of the competi- 
tion, too, which is just as well: the 
weighty clutch action—about 
twice normal pedal pressure—and 
powerful gearbox synchromesh 
combine to encourage the lazy 
way out when overtaking. 

The gear change has a strong 


- cabenisienneeaenetee a 


spring bias towards third and top 
—so strong that newcomers 
invariably select third instead of 
first. Having suffered that indig- 
nity, they also have trouble find- 
ing reverse: a trigger under the 
gear knob has to be lifted before 
selection is possible. Overdrive— 
top gear only—is standard, with 
a convenient switch on top of the 
gear knob, but we found it 
necessary to resort to a well- 
timed dab on the clutch, too, to 
prevent a transmission thump. 

Volvo has often been accused 
of building ponderous tanks— 
and rightly so, in the case of 
early offerings—but this latest car 
is more wieldy than it looks. Its 
standard power steering takes 
the strain out of low-speed 
manoeuvring, and the deep glass 
areas make it surprisingly easy to 
park. Driven hard and fast round 
the test track, it did all the right 
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things, and there was even a small 
but welcome amount of road 
‘feel’ through the power steering. 

That said, no one who drove 
our 265 found it a particularly 
enjoyable experience, despite 
its vice-free handling: it’s one of 
those cars that are almost wholly 
devoid of driver-appeal. High- 
mileage motorists who absolutely 
hate driving will find its solid, 
dependable character reassuring, 
but the enthusiast will damn it as 
‘manageable’. 

Volvo tries hard to ensure its 
drivers feel comfortable at the 
wheel. There’s no steering-wheel 
adjustment, but the seat is adjust- 
able for reach, front and rear 
cushion tilt, squab recline and 
lumbar support. If that’s not 
enough, the seat is also electrically 
heated when the temperature 
falls below 15°C: a Swede caught 
with a cold what’s-its-name isn’t 
a happy driver. The large, padded 
steering wheel is sensibly angled 
and falls nicely to hand. Pedals 
are offset to the right, with large 
pads, but the broad-footed mem- 
ber of our test-team found that he 
was inclined to hit both brake and 
accelerator when aiming for the 
brake. 

Important minor controls are 
governed by twin column stalks 
within easy fingertip reach of the 
wheel, the righthand controlling 
a comprehensive wash-wipe sys- 
tem that includes headlamps and 
the rear screen, the left taking 
care of indicators and headlamp 
dip/flash. 

Instrumentation is grouped 
directly in front of the driver, in 
clear view through the wheel. Both 
the well-calibrated speedometer 
and tachometer proved impres- 
sively accurate, and the line-up 
is completed by fuel and tempera- 
ture gauges, with Volvo relying on 
clearly marked warning lamps 
to feed other important infor- 
mation to the driver. There’s a 
rather confusing array of seven 
rocker switches on the central 
console that would benefit from 
night-time illumination. The large 
door mirrors are electrically 
adjustable by two convenient 
switches, and there’s a lamps/ 


| ignition buzzer that sounds off 
| every time the driver’s door is 


opened with the key left in the 
ignition. 


How comfortable 
The 265GLE is a strange brew: 
it sets the stage for up-market 
opulence, with leather upholstery, 
air-conditioning, electric windows 
and centralised door locking: on 
the other hand, it is noisy to the 
point of being downright crude. 
The driver who likes to sail along 
in silent tranquillity is certain to 
be disappointed by the wind roar, 
engine note and general road 
noises. 

In other areas of refinement, 
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though; we were favourably 
impressed. The fuel-injection 
system, for instance, has made all 
the difference to this engine: no 
longer does it feel lumpy and 
ragged at top-gear low-speed 
pulling, and accelerator response 
is crisp and true. The effortless 
steering and tight turning circles 
are good points, too. 

The ride is undoubtedly more 
twitchy at low speeds than its 
saloon stablemate’s, but, as the 
pace quickens, it deals with 
demanding surfaces very accept- 
ably, and a load improves things 
still further—despite a tendency 
to flounce. Caravanners can also 
invest in a Volvo self-levelling 
rear-suspension kit; prices vary 
widely, and it’s a case of buying 
one to suit your needs. 

Heavy and large loads are 
obviously what this car is all 
about. Even with three tall people 
comfortably accommodated on 
the rear seat, the cargo space 
behind is vast. Fold the rear seat 
forward (a one-handed operation, 
complicated on our car by a 
twisted trigger mechanism), anda 
cave opens up (although the Ford 
Granada and Citroen CX estates 
are bigger still). 

The trim is plush but practical, 
the space is helpfully illuminated, 
and there are even hidden areas 
under the floor for valuables. 
Complaints? Well the tailgate is 
stiff and awkward to open, especi- 
ally for ladies, and you don’t have 
to be very tall to bang your head 
on its lip; stowage space up front 
is confined to a small centre tray, 
door bins and a_ lockable, 
illuminated glovebox. 

We enjoyed the luxury of real- 
leather upholstery, but it really 
needs a centre armrest in the rear 
to stop one sliding around. Four 
large doors with strong stays help 
entries and exits, but the high sills, 
particularly in the rear, could be 
awkward for the less-agile. 

Heating is more than man- 
enough to cope with the worst of 
British winters, with a good, even 
spread of warmth at foot level, 
but there isn’t enough ventilation 
when the heat is on to prevent 
stuffiness. The problem is com- 
pounded by a water-valve heater 
that takes ages to respond. No 
complaints about demisting, 
though. 

At the other extreme, air con- 
ditioning is standard—a good 
unit that doesn’t blast the driver 
with icy-cold air, but gently brings 
down the temperature so that 
opening the door on a hot day 
can be a choking surprise. 


How strong 

It’s no accident that Volvo has 
an excellent reputation for rust 
resistance—it works hard to 
achieve it, especially where it 
doesn’t show: a good coating of 
petroleum wax covers the entire 


floorpan; sill sections and wheel- 
arches.are treated with pvc; there 
are plastic shields fitted to the gal- 
vanised front arches; and closed 
box sections and doors are well 
vented and coated with wax. The 
AA man who gives all DRIVE test 
cars a thorough underbody once- 
over says it’s the best protection 
he has ever seen. 

Metallic paintwork is standard 
and, though one or two Volvo 
complaints have filtered through 
to us of late, the finish on our car 
set a high standard. There’s not 
much chrome around—most of 
the brightwork is stainless steel, 
and the sturdy wrap-around 
aluminium bumpers, thickly clad 
with rubber, are designed to give 
real protection. 

The sheer size of the beast means 
that you need gorilla-like arms 
on wash days but there’s no 
finger-catching trim to worry 
about. Inside, the, leather up- 
holstery is serviceable and easy to 
keep clean. 

DRIVE’s sister magazine, TRAIL, 
has just bid a fond farewell to a 
Volvo 245 after a 15,000-mile year 
of lugging around heavy test 
equipment and towing caravans. 
Apart from a starting problem in 
the freezing 1978/1979 winter, 
it proved extremely reliable. 


How safe 

Volvos have been selling on safety 
for a long time, doing more than 
most to protect the occupants in 
the event of a crash. Primary 
safety features—avoiding the acci- 
dent—have been less notable in 
the past, but this has improved, 
too. Handling characteristics 
of the current cars are utterly 
safe and predictable in the dry, 
even if the 265 can still be a little 
tail-happy in the wet if one is 
sloppy and heavy-footed; how- 
ever, there’s plenty of warning 
and it’s easy to correct. 

The brakes do all that is asked of 
them, achieving an excellent best 
stop at a sensible pedal pressure, 
and refusing to lock and skid if 
pressed too hard. They also have 
‘fail-safe’, triangulated dual- 
circuitry that should maintain 
respectable stopping power in the 
event of a line failure, and a warn- 
ing lamp ensures that the driver 
gets the message. Fade is not a 
problem, and water has no effect 
on the all-disc system. The hand- 
brake also passed our tests with 
flying colours. 

Our Safety Checks list speaks for 
itself: the only No is for interior 
padding—being insufficient 
around the windscreen or under 
the roof-lining for our liking. 


How much 

The 265’s overall mpg clocks-in 
on just the right side of average. 
Particularly good is its 70mph 
motorway thirst of 253mpg—that 
long-legged overdrive helps here 


VOLVO 265GLE 


Front engine: 2664cc/6cyl, OHC (chain); 
Bosch mech p/injection; 148bhp at 570Orpr 
Rear drive: 4 gears (o/d on top), 19.1 mph/ 
1000rpm in top; (23.9mph/1000rpm in o/d tor 
Suspension: front—ind damper/struts, anti- 
roll bar; rear—coil-sprung live axle, torque 
arms, Panhard arms, anti-roll bar 

Steering: power-assisted rack and pinion, 
34 turns/324ft circle; 54J wheels, 
185SR18 radials 

Brakes: servoed discs all round 

Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £105.94 (fitting 2.4hr) 

exhaust £153.01 (O.8hr) 

headlamp unit £64.18 (0.5hr) 

front bumper £119.01 (O.4hr) 

laminated windscreen £120.18 (2hr) 


oil filter £4.49 (O.2hr) 
major service 12000 miles (4hr) 


per year per mile 
Running costs £1283 10.7p 
Loss of value £942 7.85p 
Total depreciation£ 2107 17.56p 


Insurance group 7 (or refer) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Volvo 265GLE 

Citroen CX2400 Safari 
Ford Granada 2800GL auto 
Rover 2600 auto 


Renault 30TS (4 sp) 


DRIVE January—February 1980 


PERFORMANCE BRAKES— pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min pi) 


T overall consumption 22+mpg 
3.5 5.5 7.7 11.0 15.1 90 Handbrake he bast stop 1100% effective tank range 265 miles/12gal 
a 
80 aes pradient Normal range of consumption 
short journey, suburban 162mpg 
70 ‘. hard driving, Heavy traffic 183mpg 
1S mixed roads—brisk, 5Omph cruising 222mpg 
60 iS) le 1 motorway—7Omph cruising 2523mpg 
=e quiet rural—4Omph cruising 26impg 
50 +e 2 i Ee REE es eT 
oe Consumption at steady speeds top top o/d 
52 30mph 33impg _34mpg 
40 }a> = 
© o\— 56mph 27zmpg _32mpg 
© Zoe 7Omph 23impg_ 253mpg 
Sie a a 208 100mph 12impg 16mpg 
(102) 4o/d Spa ae SAFETY CHECKS eae ite 
teering: energy azard warning: fitted?Yes 
Go ZOONeO - 40: BO 60x 7O'"'BO 90100. = = . , 
max engine speed % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls SUSOHUIELS peor seuecuce wen psadedy Be 
sed ae within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) eS pat aed goes laminated (Alla 
max in top 5700rpm; ’ Mh 3 g mounts ? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
4o/d 4250rpm Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
standing 4 mile (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
18sec 50lb at start; 30Ib in constant use; 40lb in severe use convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? Yes load sensitive? Yes 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30-50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O-60MPH IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM_ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (%g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
9660 2664 2214 109 11.0 9.2/13.6 (o/d) 100/60 16’ 02” 40 393 33/324 
6790 2347 251 102 ay. 9.8 97/45 ‘eye 403 403 24/39 
7632 2792 ai 103 11.4 5.5 (k/d) 100/35 15! 724" 4] 41 34/35 
ELAS 2597 244 NGS, 12.6 4.5 (k/d) 100/70 (eile Alii 4it 23/334 
7497 2664 233 las 10.3 S10 98/50 14’ 10” 441 384 3 Z 
k/d—kickdown _o/d— overdrive 
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—but around town it drops to an 
undistinguished 163mpg. Things, 
however, can only get better when 
the 1980 model range appears, 
with its new induction pre-heat 
arrangement and a thermal con- 
trol on the viscous-coupled fan. 

On the forecourt, the last gallon 
or so is virtually impossible to 
get into the tank, so effective fuel 
capacity is down to about |2gal— 
hence our mediocre mileage 
between fills. And there’s no warn- 
ing lamp, either, so one has to 
learn the gauge’s ways to go even 
this far. Oil consumption seems 
negligible. 

Access to routine check and top- 
up items is good, but the Volvo is 
a servicing nightmare. If you look 
very hard, you might just get a 
glimpse of the sparkplugs—which 
will be enough to make most 
owners decide that servicing is a 
garage must. 

Major servicing is scheduled for 
every 12,000 miles, with a minor 
service mid-term, and, with 200- 
odd dealers around the country, 
Volvo owners fare pretty well by 
import standards. Be warned, 
though: parts prices are very 
expensive. Warranty terms are 
one year, unlimited mileage. 

You can buy a Volvo estate (the 


HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 

DRIVE’s verdict on the Volvo 
265GLE, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it’s meant 
to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
@SVSOES 


FUEL ECONOMY 
OS63S6 


HANDLING/STEERING 
O9OS 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
BS6 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
SSSSOOes 


PASSENGER AIDS 
BLSSOQS80 


DRIVER AIDS 
SSeeoe 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
SO86EE600 


RUST RESISTANCE 
ESSS9OS869 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
60009866 


245DL) for as ‘little’ as £6887, 
which makes this top-of-the- 
range, bigger-engined 265GLE 
look expensive. However, take 
into account its technical speci- 
fication and long list of standard 
features, and it emerges very 
favourably; a Ford Granada with 
all these features would set you 
back another £1600, and a 
Mercedes-Benz even more. 
Depreciation in this league is 
almost inevitably high, but the 
Volvo is a comparative saint. 


Verdict 

As you will have gathered, we didn’t 
particularly enjoy driving the 
Volvo; nor did we reckon much of 
its refinement. But owning one? 
Ah, that’s different. 

The longer we lived with the 265, 
the more we came to appreciate its 
virtues, from the comprehensive 
body protection to the innumerable 
safety features and the strong feel- 
ing that it will still be going well 
when others have long since 
faltered. 

It isn’t real luxury, but, even if 
you do have £10,000 to spend, 
there are other considerations. As 
a serious load carrier, the 265 
makes a lot of sense. Even more 
so if it’s your own £10,000. 


All measurements in inches 
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.kerbweight 295cwt 
overall length 16ft OZ1n 
overall width 5ft 741n 
overall height 4ft 9fin 


Amateur drivers always seem to 
regard a Volvo as a cross between 
a well-upholstered boardroom and 
a Chieftain tank. Our team was no 
exception... 

Said Saab owner Graham 
Sparkes: ‘It looks and feels solid, 
and gives the impression that it will 
last for ever. Volvo goes in for big 
fittings, but they don’t look out of 
place. The seats felt fine—except 
that, as a passenger, I was thrown 
about. 

‘I liked the instrumentation, 
especially the small tachometer. 
It all seemed very right—opulent, 
really—and the controls felt very 
positive, though I kept switching 
on the rear wiper by mistake. 

‘I was favourably disposed to the 
car in the first place, but I did have 
some difficulty with the gear change 
—it was like a bus’s—and once I 
went straight to fourth gear when I 
wanted second. But the turning 
circle was unbelievably good—it 
makes parking a dream.’ 

Renault 4-owner Claire Parker 
admitted: ‘I have always liked the 
look of the Volvo estate and its 
image—you know, off to the dog 
shows with all your animals in the 
back. Whatever I didn’t like, I am 
sure I’d be happy to accept it. 

‘But I would prefer an automatic 
gearbox. The clutch and the gear 
lever were too stiff for me to drive 
the car quickly. I noticed a funny 
vibration coming up the accelerator 
pedal, which made my toes tingle. 
The brake pedal was too high for 
me, but the brakes seemed very 
powerful. 

‘On the motorway, the Volvo felt 
lovely and heavy and safe. I 
expected it to drive like a tank, but 
it was light.’ 

Volkswagen Golf owner Ron Daly 
agreed: ‘A very practical car. I’d 
love one . . . if it weren’t for the 
petrol consumption. It would take 
all the kids’ rubbish and two roof- 
racks. Mind you, I could never 
afford a Volvo. 

‘But what about all those safety 
features? You have only to open a 
door to start something buzzing or 
flashing. They are not an insult to 
your intelligence exactly, but are 
they really necessary?’ 

DRIVE car tester Richard Taylor 
replies: ‘I think everyone had 
trouble with the heavily sprung 
gear change, and, even after 1000 
miles of testing, the doors’ warning 
buzzer was aggravating. I’d dis- 
connect it.’ 
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EW CAR DEALERS could wish 
for better customers than 
Peter and June Rivers. 


The couple decided, last spring, 


to relieve their bank manager. of 
a loan for a new Ford Fiesta 
1100L, trading-in their thirstier 

1974 Ford Cortina  1600L. 
DRIVE, too, was looking for a 
Fiesta—to enrol into our Long- 
Term Test Club. And, in keeping 
with our new-style tests, we 
booked-in the Rivers’ Fiesta 
alongside five AA-owned Fiesta 
1100Ls, to be scrutinised for a 
year beside the Rivers’ model. 

Peter, a 30-year-old bench 
worker in a_ Fleet, Hampshire, 
pipe factory (the smoking variety), 
tells us: ‘We've never bought a 
new car before, so you can 
imagine how excited we were. I 
said when the Fiesta was launched 
that it would be the car for us. It’s 
economical, and it looks good.’ 

Being a Ford fan, Peter admits 
that he wouldn’t look at rival 
makes. He has dealt for years 
with Ford distributor Vick 
Brothers Ltd, of Farnborough, 
Hampshire, so naturally he went 
straight back to them for his 
Fiesta. 

The salesman said that he 
could take delivery some time in 
July 1979, and agreed a trade-in 
value of £1000 for the Rivers’ 
Cortina. June asked if she should 
arrange a _banker’s draft for 
delivery day, and was flattered to 
hear that, as they were valued 
customers, this precaution 
wouldn’t be necessary. 

The Rivers went home happy— 
but, by mid-August, their smiles 
were wearing thin. They were told 
that their car had not yet been 
built, and would not be imported 
from Ford’s Spanish factory. until 
the beginning of October... 

The final hiccup in the arrange- 
ments came on the Friday evening 
when they went to collect their 
new car. It seemed that a banker’s 
draft would be necessary—and, 
during their wait for the Fiesta, 
there had been a price rise, a VAT 
rise, and depreciation on their 
Cortina, which was now worth 
only £900. 

Peter and June not only agreed 
to meet all the price changes, but 
also to spend £69 on a rust protec- 
tion treatment, £10 on a pas- 
senger-door mirror, and £217 on 
a radio/cassette player. 


The Rivers and their brand-new 
Fiesta arrived at the AA’s Basing- 
stoke technical centre on 12 
October, 1979, and _ engineer 
Charles Stubbs put it on the ramp. 
Initial impressions were of dis- 
appointment with the poor paint- 
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Ford Fiesta 


work and quality of the pre- 
delivery. inspection: protective 
delivery wax was still visible. 

The underbody’s exterior treat- 
ment looked good—but it turned 
out to be a beauty that was only 
skin-deep. Using a fibre-optic 
probe, our engineer found little 
evidence of internal protection... 

Commented Stubbs: ‘The 
operator has been rather casual 
in applying the rust-protection 
compound—it’s sprayed on the 
exhaust pipe and silencer, while 
other areas have been missed 
altogether, notably the wheelarch 


Man Ey 


area around the nearside-front 
suspension strut. But the owner 
should be wary of a re-treatment, 
for if a moisture-repellent has not 
been applied, spraying more com- 
pound over these damp surfaces 
could defeat the object of rust- 
proofing.’ 

An examination of the engine 
and transmission, however, pro- 
duced a clean bill of health. 

June did tell us that she was 
worried by the way the tempera- 
ture gauge needle shot up when 
first starting the engine, only to 
sink back to normal. Stubbs 


CLUB 


reassured her: ‘They all do that— | 
and it /s supposed to happen.’ 
When it came to the road test, 
putting on the seatbelt proved a 
tiresome exercise due to prema- 
ture lock-up of the reel. It’s a 
problem that DRIVE has seen on 
other Fiestas. Once out on the 
road, you could almost guess the 
only real annoyance that Stubbs 
found—an all-pervading stench 
of burning underbody sealant. 


Is the Rivers’ relatively trouble- 
free long-term test car typical of 
the Fiesta breed? Not content with 
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Peugeot 104SL 


Birthday h 


EK LIZABETH HALIBURTON-WARE- 
HAM, 34-year-old wife of a 
chartered accountant from That- 
cham, Berkshire, was quite con- 
fident. Just one year ago, she told 
us that her new Peugeot 104SL 
was going to give 10 long and 
faithful years of service... 
Intrigued, we signed her Peugeot 
into the test club for the first of its 
10 years. If there was one thing 
we learned from the experience, it 
was that it pays to be persistent. 
The car certainly was not with- 
out its- problems when it was 
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delivered from A and B Motors 
(Hermitage), of Newbury, Berks, 
and more problems cropped-up 
through the year. But, when it 
arrived at the AA’s Basingstoke 
technical research centre for its 
final check, at 8085 miles, expert 
Charles Stubbs noted: ‘All our 
complaints have received satisfac- 
tory rectification.’ 

In a nutshell, the choke func- 
tioned smoothly, the engine’s tick- 
over speed was acceptable, the 
paintwork was in good order and 
the transmission’s oil leak had 
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been sealed. True, a minor oil 
seepage was noted. from the dif- 
ferential’s oil seals, but Stubbs 
conceded that it wasn’t worth 
worrying about. : 

On the road, the car behaved just 
as it should, without steering 
vibrations or deviation from the 
chosen course. Said Stubbs: ‘With 
its well-applied Ziebart under- 
body protection, this Peugeot 
should continue to give satisfac- 
tion—if the present standards of 
servicing are maintained.” 

But it wasn’t always sweetness 
and light. In DRIVE’s first scrutiny, 
in’ October 1978, with 120 miles 
on the clock, our engineer found 
a paint chip and dent on the 
bonnet: an oil leak from the valve- 
cover’s gasket: a twisted oil-filler 
retaining clip: an engine idling at 
1500rpm; and, worst of all, clutch 
spin that made it difficult to obtain 
first gear at rest, and impossible 
to select reverse gear silently. The 
Ziebart treatment was less than 
thorough, too. 

Elizabeth quietly noted our 
expert’s every criticism, and 
seemed determined to get every- 
thing rectified. In the event, her 
biggest battle was with the 
weather, for she had to drive 
through thick January snow to see 
us again, tackling a puncture her- 
self en-route. 

‘The car has had its first service,’ 
Elizabeth told us, ‘and the Ziebart 
treatment has been redone. But 
the garage told me that what you 
diagnosed as an oil leak was really 
dripping rust-protection fluid. 

‘| did complain about a squeak 
from somewhere in the back, and 
the garage tackled it, but it’s still 
there. | am constantly annoyed by 
the wipers, too. They’re set for 
Continental driving, so when the 
screen is dirty it is hard to see 
where I’m going. In these dark 
winter nights, the lack of reversing 
lamps is also noticeable. 

‘Fuel consumption is 30—35mpg, 
depending on the length of my 
journey.’ 

AA engineer Glyn Marrett 
added to the winter of discontent 
by. discovering a damaged 
weatherstrip on the driver’s door, 
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and noticing that the small paint 
blemish on the bonnet had been 
made rather worse than before. A 
spray repair had produced a dis- 
tinct fringe round the mismatched 
circle of paint. 

The areas missed during the first 
Ziebart treatment had indeed been 
re-treated, but the engine was still 
leaking oil from its valve-cover 
gasket, and consequently lifting 
the Ziebart protection. 


Elizabeth’s Peugeot reappeared 
on 11 April with 4600° miles 
clocked-up. Marrett was happy to 
report: ‘Most of the deficiencies 
noted in my last report have been 
suitably rectified, and the criti- 
cisms detailed here are not con- 
sidered to be essential repairs.’ In 
fact, only the idling speed 
remained too high. 

The Peugeot’s body was still free 
of stone chips and rust blisters, 
and the only external criticism 
was of the stiff tailgate lock. 
Inside, the tailgate’s trim panel 
was insecure, two plastic retain- 
ing studs were broken, and the 


nearside rear-quarter  panel’s 
upholstery was torn. 
Underbonnet, the engine’s 


closed-circuit breather hose has 
been frayed by chafing against the 
spare wheel’s trim. Marrett’s road 
test also revealed a slight steering 
shimmy—indicative of the brake 
discs warping slightly. 


Spree Apilzlsyadee™ NaS IP neve! 


YOU CAN'T RELY ON 
YOUR CAR LIKE YOU CAN 
RELY ON THE AA 


noticed that the steering wobbled 
when I applied the brakes, and the 
garage did replace a front disc, 
but the problem’s still there. 

‘Peugeot also recalled my car 
with the message: *“‘Under certain 
conditions, functioning of the 
cooling system may result in the 
heater hose becoming detached. 
Hence we consider it essential to 
check this point”’. 

‘[ had this done on 13 January— 
and, as far as I could see, all they 
did was to change the cap onthe 
expansion tank.’ 

‘Worst of all, on a bitter Feb- 
ruary morning, the car ground to 
a halt and refused to start again. 
I finished-up with three men push- 
ing it. The problem turned out to 
be a jammed choke cable.’ 

Then, seven months after its 
delivery, the Peugeot was sup- 
planted in Elizabeth’s list of 
priorities by a new arrival—a 
| May baby, appropriately 
christened Penny May. 

Check-up number four was 
delayed until 23 July, when the 
6700-mile Peugeot was put under 
the -super-critical eyes of AA 
engineer Bernard Tasker. He 
reported: ‘The repainting on the 
bonnet is unsightly, and the dent 
was not removed first. It should 
be repaired again—properly. 

‘The idle speed is still too high 
at 1050rpm instead of 900-950 
rpm, and the choke control is stiff. 

‘The nearside-front tyre is 


feathering, and the engine, gear- 
box and final drive are liberally 
fouled with oil.’ 

During the road test, Tasker 
noted a slight steering bias to the 
left, and a drive-line vibration at 
certain speeds, but he regarded 
both as characteristic of the breed. 

None of Tasker’s observations 
were lost on Elizabeth, for, three 
months later, she was able to bow 
out of our Long-Term-Test Club 
with a well-sorted car. And, after 
a first year like that one, her other 
nine years’ driving should be 
downhill all the way. 


Says Elizabeth: ‘In general I’m 
happy with the car. It’s now giving 
me 35—-39mpg, and I can remem- 
ber putting in only two pints of 
engine oil during the year. 

‘The insurance premium hasn’t 
been too fearful, either, at £8]— 
which includes my 40° no-claim 
discount. Servicing costs? I 
haven't had any yet. 

‘But I am bound to say that the 
Peugeot is not as stable as the Fiat 
127 I once ran. It’s very French— 
it tends to rock and roll on corners 
—and I feel sorry for the pas- 
sengers, especially as there are no 
grab handles for them to hang on 
to. The seats, too, are a bit onthe 
narrow side.’ 

Says her husband, Robert: ‘One 
of the car’s main attractions is the 
hatchback—it doesn’t have an 
awkward sill, which makes the 


job of stowing prams and push- 
chairs a lot easier. But I do think 
it was a shade over-priced, par- 
ticularly as it doesn’t have revers- 
ing or high-intensity rear lamps.’ 


Among readers’ experiences of 
Peugeot 104SL ownership, Mrs 
Tomkins of Ealing, London, writes: 
My husband and I bought a new 
104SL in January 1978 because 
we wanted a small, reliable hatch- 
back to last four to five years. 

After the 1000-mile service, when 
the car was about three months 
old, the engine overheated. The 
mechanic unscrewed the top of 
the cooling system and added 
some water . .. A couple of days 
later, in central London, smoke 
and steam came out of the bonnet. 
AA Relay took the car back to our 
garage, where the head gasket had 
to be replaced. A few weeks later, 
the clutch started slipping. 

It was when the 104 refused to 
start on cold or damp mornings, 
and when two. rust patches 
appeared (one on the roof, the 
other on the driver’s door), that 
I wrote to Peugeot. A representa- 
tive went to my garage and agreed 
that the rust patches should be 
dealt with under the guarantee. 

I should also add that, in 
January 1979 (a year after 
purchase), we received a circular 
from Peugeot advising us to have 
the cooling system checked! But it 
is a comfortable car.’ 


A breakdown can happen at the most unexpected time. 
So it’s good to know that wherever you are you can rely on the 
AA for help 24 hours a day. 
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‘Its great to feel you belong. 


For full details of membership for you or your friends, complete the inserted reply paid card. 
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WINTER 1979, Will any motorist who slithered and skidded through weeks of 
snow, ice and gales ever forget it? Cars that wouldn’t start, cars that broke 
down, cars buried under snowdrifts . . . and, in the middle of it all, accusations of 
local-authority incompetence, central-government penny-pinching and bloody- 
minded union action. 

Can it, will it happen again? If the winter of 1979 did nothing else, it 
demonstrated how frighteningly thin are our national resources for dealing with 
arctic weather: i 
@ the salt which is used to clear snow and ice from the roads comes from just one 
UK mine; in 1979, its output was nowhere near enough to meet demand—and 
imported salt costs nearly twice as much 
@gritting and snow-clearing equipment is often antiquated, since local authori- 
ties are reluctant to spend large sums of money on machinery that, in mild 
winters, is hardly used 
@ getting the salt on to the roads depends largely on volunteer labour—men 
prepared to turn out in the freezing small hours, after their regular jobs 
@ local authorities, under pressure to curb spending, can afford to plan only for a 
‘normal winter’. In mild winters, they manage; in 1979, admittedly the hardest 
winter for 16 years, they were stretched almost to breaking point 
@the whole snow-clearing operation can be thrown into disarray by industrial 
disputes; as if the weather alone wasn’t bad enough last winter, salt deliveries 
were stopped by pickets, and gritting crews refused to work 
@to send even more shiyers down county surveyors’ spines, the frosts caused an 
estimated £55million of road-surface damage 
_ Has anything been learned from the winter of chaos, or is 1980 going to see a 

_ repeat performance, with the same excuses and the same recriminations? 
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working round the clock. But heavy drifting 


WHAT PROVED to be the worst winter since 
thé great freeze-up of 1963 started in earnest 
‘Over the Néw Year/holiday weekend. Heavy, 
drifting “snow and ‘sub-zero temperatures 
® turned driving into a lottery and made many 
roads impassable. Local authorities were 
accused of being caught napping as drivers 
skidded on ungritted roads. Denis Howell, 
one-time ‘drought .minister’ and ‘floods 
inister’, was drafted in as the snow-crisis 
| eo . 


had frustrated their attempts to clear the 
snow: fuel, had frozen in the pipes of main- 
tenance yehicles; and the light holiday 
traffic had made the salting less effective— 
instead of being dispersed, snow had packed 
down, and low temperatures had turned it 
to ice. 

The Association of County Councils said 
that the real villain was the government, for 
starving them of money. To which Denis 
Howell replied that he had been in touch 
with all the major authorities, and not one 
had reported difficulty in mounting snow- 
clearing operations through lack of funds. 
He promised councils ‘generous’ emerBengy ( 
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help—75% of everything they spent abov 
the sum they could have raised by a penny 
on the rates. 

In all, 20 local authorities submitted 
claims, but these are still unpaid as DRIVE 
goes to press. 

The AA carried out a nationwide inquiry 
into local-authority handling of the crisis 
and concluded that ‘in most, if not all, 
areas, road-maintenance staff were on 
duty from the outset of the snowfall. 
Suggestions that local authorities did not 
anticipate bad road conditions appear to 
be unfounded’. 

The AA added that councils were ill- 
prepared in the sense that they could not 
cope with the sudden heavy fall of snow, 
the abnormally low temperatures and the 
persistent high winds, but ‘the majority did 
a reasonable job in the circumstances’. 

Looking back, James Ireland, chairman 


a2 


ee oe ae 


of the ACC’s transportation and planning 


committee, says: ‘With the resources 
available to them, authorities had to con- 
centrate on the main routes, and many of 
the complaints were about side roads. I 
appreciate people’s feelings—they pay 
rates and expect the job to be done. But, 
on the whole, council staff did pretty well 
in turning out promptly and keeping at 
least the main roads going.’ 


Season to taste 

THOUGH PEOPLE still talk about ‘gritting’ 
the roads, most authorities use grit only 
as a last resort. The most effective way to 
disperse snow and ice is to put down rock 
salt: this melts snow, whereas grit merely 
helps to give vehicles a grip. And salt 
washes away afterwards, while grit is left 
behind after the thaw to clog machinery, 
stop-up drains and make every dry road 


surface more dangerous for, perhaps, 
weeks. 

There is only one working salt mine left 
in Britain, at Winsford, in Cheshire, run 
by ICI. It opened in 1844, but, as recently 
as 20 years ago, it was producing no more 
than 50,000 tonnes a year. The expansion 
of road building in the 1950s, including the 
start of the motorway programme, plus 
the boom in private-car ownership, caused 
the demand for de-icing salt to rise sharply. 
So Winsford was modernised, and it now 
produces around |.5million tonnes a year. 

In the mild winters of the early 1970s, 
that was more than enough to meet the 
nation’s needs. Some years, we wanted 
only 600,000 tonnes, and Winsford was 
forced to lay-off workers. At the same 
time, local authorities were criticised by 
district auditors for holding high stocks! 

Last winter, however, was a different 


DRIVE January-February 1980 


story. Stocks disappeared, the mine could 
not increase output to meet the sudden 
upsurge in demand, and the lorry drivers’ 
dispute held up deliveries of what salt was 
available. 

Local authorities did their best to 
manage, but—inevitably—roads were 
skimped. Some councils tried to make the 
salt go farther by mixing it with sand; 
others delved deep and were able to get 
supplies from the Continent. Devon 
County Council, responsible for 8500 
miles of roads—more than any other local 
authority—has long imported salt from 
Greece, Italy, Germany and Ireland. But, 
says county engineer Michael Hawkins, 
‘it was still touch and go’. London’s 
biggest borough, Bromley, used nearly six 
times as much salt in 1979 as in 1978. The 
national total was 24million tonnes. 

In April, when the weather had at last 
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begun to relent, ICI approached local 
authorities and asked them to estimate 
their needs for the coming winter. Back 
came the answer: 3million tonnes. Since 
Winsford can produce only half this 
amount, arrangements were made to step 
up imports. Even so, the total amount of 
salt—British and foreign—looks like being 
no more than 2.4million tonnes . . . 20% 
below the figure that the councils regard 
as adequate. Allocations are having to be 
rationed. 

Says ICI: ‘We are keeping our fingers 
crossed that 1980 won’t be as bad as last 
winter. If so, we should be able to get 
through. But we are urging local authori- 
ties to conserve their stocks and to use salt 
as sparingly as possible. This means that 
motorists cannot expect the roads to be 
treated every time there is a mild frost.’ 

Staffordshire’s county surveyor, Jack 


Shelbourn, spells out the reality of the 
situation: ‘Ideally, to cope with a winter 
like last time, my area needs a stockpile of 
80,000 tonnes. But all we’ve been able to 
lay our hands on is 49,000 tonnes—and 
10,000 tonnes of that has had to be 
imported.’ 

Adds Dennis Clark, director of public 
services at Blackburn, Lancashire: ‘Like 
everywhere else, my county has insuf- 
ficient salt to meet total requirements. If 
there is a repeat of last year, we'll run out 
of salt pretty quickly. And ifthat happens, 
we'll have only grit at our disposal.’ 

Hard-pressed local-authority engineers 
question whether dependence for salt on 
just one British source is desirable. ICI 
argues that it would be uneconomic to 
increase output when severe winters hap- 
pen so seldom. Many councils do top-up 
stocks from abroad, but it is an expensive 
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business. Salt from Winsford costs around 
£12 a tonne; a tonne of Continental salt 
can cost up to £22. 


Those magnificent men .. . 
THEN THERE is the question of manpower. 
Denis Howell tried to answer critics of the 
local authorities’ snow-clearing efforts last 
winter by saying that, in a normally tem- 
perate climate such as Britain’s, it was not 
possible to have ‘a whole army of men 
constantly standing by to clear the roads’. 
Some councils use outside contractors on 
snow clearing, but most prefer the flexi- 
bility and convenience of calling on their 
own staff. What usually happens is that 
council roadmen are paid to operate an 
emergency rota, from perhaps November 
to March, so that they are available to turn 
out at amoment’s notice. 

The system is voluntary and needs care- 
ful handling. In past years, it has generally 
worked well, though as one local-authority 


engineer points out: “Since basic wages are 
so much higher than they used to be, it is 
getting more difficult to persuade men to 
turn out in the small hours for a bit of 
extra money.’ Last winter, under the com- 
bination of the relentless weather, which 
brought gritting crews near to exhaustion, 
and industrial unrest over the govern- 
ment’s pay limit, goodwill disintegrated. 

Locked into arguments with their council 
employers about stand-by pay, gritting 
crews in many areas refused to turn out. 
The men were accused of endangering 
lives, an allegation hotly contested by 
Alan Fisher, general secretary of the 
National Union of Public Employees: ‘The 
roads are ina disgraceful state not because 
of men, but because of penny-pinching 
employers and government.’ 

Answering questions in Parliament, the 
then Transport Secretary, William 
Rodgers, revealed that the government 
had contingency plans for the use of 


troops ‘if the local situation warrants it 
and it is not possible to get the work done 
any other way’. Things did not come to 
this, but the bitterness of last winter will 
not easily be forgotten. 


... in their clearing machines 

LIKE SALT, but on a much-more expensive 
scale, the provision of snow-clearing 
equipment presents councils with a 
dilemma. On the one hand, it is difficult 
to justify spending, say, £20,000 of the 
ratepayers’ money on a new gritting 
machine that for 10 or 11 months of the 
year will lie idle in a depot. In a mild winter 
it might be called on for only days. 

In 1973, Buckinghamshire County 
Council bought half a dozen snow 
blowers. Fitted to heavy tractors, they 
are designed to slice rapidly through 
snowdrifts . . . but, until last winter, they 
had scarcely been out of wraps. 

On the other hand, when a hard winter 


does arrive, the local authority is criticised 
for being unprepared. The London 
Borough of Bromley tried to get over the 
problem of tying up large sums of money 
in machinery that might be little used by 
attaching its  gritting units—spreaders 
operated by donkey engines—to the 
frames of old refuse lorries. The economy 
paid off . . . until last winter, when the 
unreliability of these ageing vehicles was 
finally exposed. There were breakdowns 
almost every night, and council fitters had 
to work in terrible conditions to keep the 
gritters going. Bromley has learnt its 
lesson: for the coming winter, it will have 
three brand-new heavy-duty lorries ready 
to be fitted with gritting machinery when 
the weather looks like turning nasty. 

For motorways and trunk roads, local 
authorities act as agents for the Depart- 
ment of Transport, which maintains a pool 
of 200 snowploughs. The DoT says that, 
although demand on equipment last 
winter was great, most main routes were 
kept open most of the time—albeit with 
lane closures and speed restrictions. The 
department also keeps a stock of snow- 
ploughs and blowers that councils can 
borrow for non-trunk roads. 

But a lot of snow-clearing machinery is 
antiquated and, in an emergency, there is 
not enough of it to do a thorough job. The 
result is that attention has to be concen- 
trated on major roads, and anything less 
may not be treated for several days—by 
which time the snow has probably melted. 


Slush funds 

THE ASSOCIATION of County Councils 
estimates that the winter of 1979 cost local 
authorities nearly £90million—£32million 
for salting and snow clearing and £55 
million for extra road maintenance. And 
keeping roads open is just part of the story: 
once the snow and ice had gone, councils 
faced horrendous bills for repairing the 
damage to road surfaces that the vicious 
weather had inflicted. 

As the figures were totted up, it became 
clear that winter maintenance budgets had 
been overspent several times, with little 
prospect—short of help from central 
government—of bridging the gap. Devon’s 
normal snow-clearing budget is £500,000 
a year. In 1978-1979, the actual cost of try- 
ing to keep the roads clear was £2million. In 
addition, £3million has had to be found 
for extra repairs, which has meant using 
money earmarked for other road schemes, 
digging into the reserves and hoping that 
Whitehall will be generous. But even pay- 
ment of Denis Howell’s 75°, above the 
product of a penny rate would still leave 
Devon—and many other authorities— 
scratching around for money. 


End of the road 

THE GRIM legacy of winter 1979 was 
spelled out by the Institution of Municipal 
Engineers last March: ‘Many sections of 
road have complete structural failure, 
road haunches are extensively damaged, 
cracks are allowing water to get into the 
road base, surfaces have deteriorated and 
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FOR THE RECORD 
Meteorological records suggest that bad 
winters usually run in 16-year cycles, and 
that two really hard winters consecutively is 
unusual. So, since last winter was one of the 
five coldest this century, does this mean that 
we could be in for better luck this time? 

The Met Office, perhaps wisely, limits its 
long-range forecasts to 30 days, so DRIVE 
called up leading amateur weatherman Arthur 
Mackins, from Barnham, Sussex. Mackins is 
a 71-year-old who has his own formula to 
predict the elements—studying records dating 
back to 1908, taking sea temperatures ... and 
holding up a wet finger to the wind on the days 
of the equinox. It’s a system that has failed 
him only once in recent years. The main basis 
of his verdict, however, is sea temperature: in 
October 1978 it was 3°F down on October 
1977, 6°F worse than 1976. As a result, 
Mackins predicted the prolonged bitter spell 
of 12 months ago that set Britain sliding. 

Last October, he reports, sea temperature 
was 3—4°F higher than in 1978, indicating 
less-extreme conditions this time round. His 
forecast for the first three months of 1980: 
very cold periods in January and February, 
with snow and frost at times. 

‘A date to note,’ he says, ‘is Candlemas Day 
—2 February. Prevailing winds on that day 
usually provide a clue to the kind of weather 
we can expect almost up to the end of March. 
If the winds are north-westerly, it will mean 
“continuing cold and wet’’.’ 


large numbers of potholes have formed in 
weak areas.’ 

Council engineers argue that the situa- 
tion has been made worse by years of 
reduced government spending on road 
maintenance. Between 1973-1974 and 
1978-1979, spending was cut (by 1978 
prices) from £760million a year to £641 
million. Says Michael Hawkins, Devon’s 
engineer: ‘We warned the government that 
excessive cut-backs on road maintenance 
spending would be a false economy, and 
we have been proved right.’ His colleague 
in the London Borough of Bromley, Bill 
Outterside, agrees: ‘I wish politicians 
would stop using highway maintenance 


as an easy way of saving money. In the 
long run, it costs money.’ 

The AA agrees. Says director general, 
Olaf Lambert: ‘Investment in roads has 
now reached a dangerously low level.’ 

On top of road-maintenance cuts, coun- 
cils are having to trim their budgets all 
round in response to the Conservative 
government’s war on public spending. 
Officially, this means that no more money 
is likely to be available for winter main- 
tenance this year than it was last. Already, 
warnings are being sounded. West Mid- 
lands’ engineer Stuart Mustow says: ‘We 
will do our best to maintain snow-clearing 
standards, but I must make it clear that 
improvements in standards are just not on.’ 

When it comes to the point, councils tend 
to spend what is needed to keep the roads 
reasonably safe, and try to find the money 
afterwards. But another hard winter would 
mean that funds are going to be spread 
very thinly indeed. 


And when the snow comes... 

THE CONCLUSION must be that, since 
Britain does not often experience the 
bitter winters of Scandinavia or Russia, 
it is woefully ill-prepared when they do 
occur. The chances of 1980 being as bad 
as 1979 are slim, if past records are any- 
thing to go by. But, this winter, who knows 
whether the machines and the salt stocks 
and the volunteers will be up to the task? 
The taxpayer and ratepayer probably gets 
what he is prepared to spend; road users 
will have to put up with it—despite paying 
£5600million last year alone in motoring- 
related taxes. 

But, of this sum, only £2000 million was 
put back into roads and maintenance. As 
Bromley’s engineer, Bill Outterside, puts 
it: “You have to set realistic limits on what 
you can do, and, frankly, the motorist 
cannot expect 100% treatment on 100% of 
roads. If it snows, someone is going to be 
inconvenienced.’ 

Guess who? 


WINTER GAMES 

LAST YEAR’S arctic winter gave body-repair 
shops a bonanza and insurance companies a 
severe pain in the wallet. Odd, isn’t it, when 
we all know that it is easy to drive on snow: 
when conditions get really tough, all you need 
do is go easy on the accelerator. 

Well, that’s not all there is to it. Driving in 
ice and snow is a highly skilled business that 
calls for a lot of practice, and it is practice 
that we lack in this country. Not only that, 
unlike the Scandinavians we can’t guarantee 
bleak winters often enough for most drivers to 
invest in a set of snowchains or studded, rally- 
type tyres. So on snow, expect stopping 
distances to be trebled; on ice, the distance 
can be 10 times the normal figure. 

Light use of the brake and accelerator is 
another key rule if minor slips are not to turn 
into real heart-stopping skids. While everyone 
can tell you that you should ‘steer into a skid’, 
few have the skill to catch a car in time. The 
place to learn is at a skidpan, where the experts 
will also teach you the art of cadence braking 
—applying the brakes in a smooth on-off 
sequence. 

Moving off in second gear can reduce wheel- 


spin and, if that doesn’t work, try applying the 
handbrake halfway then releasing it as the car 
begins to move. Avoid stopping on hills—it is | 
worth waiting at the bottom until the climb 
can be made in one go. 

Use your ears. Road and tyre noise falls 
markedly when your car is on ice; as soon as 
this happens slow down gently. 

Contrary to popular belief, tyres don’t grip 
better when their pressures are reduced— 
quite the reverse, in fact. So keep tyres at the 
recommended pressures. 

After driving through snow, inspect the tyres 
for sharp stone chippings that may eventually 
cut right through the tread, causing a blow-out 
or a puncture. 

Finally, a look at the worst: it is generally 
impossible to drive a car in snow that is more 
than a foot deep, as the snow will simply be 
bulldozed up into a heap under the car. An 
unexpected drift could easily tear off an 
exhaust silencer, too. If you can’t dig the car 
out, stay inside and wait for rescue—people 
die when they decide to walk for help without 
proper warm clothing. But keep awake and 
never go to sleep with the engine running— 
you may never wake up. ) 
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Whether 
they are technical, insurance 
or legal, DRIVE’s experts can 
help. Write to: Clinic, AA, 
Fanum House, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Any problems? 


Flat rate charge 

I’m sure that it would be of interest 
—and settle many arguments—if 
you were to publish the correct pro- 
cedure for charging a battery with 
a trickle charger.—S A TROW, DUDLEY 
The golden rules for using a battery 
charger are as follows: 

Make sure that the battery is clean 
and topped-up with distilled water, 
and that the charging area is 
adequately ventilated. 

Replace the vent plugs or cover to 
prevent any electrolyte overflow. 

If the car is fitted with an alternator, 
disconnect the main battery leads. 
Connect the positive (red) lead of the 
charger to the positive terminal on 
the battery, and the negative (black) 
lead to the negative terminal. 

Plug in the charger at the mains and 
switch on. Most trickle chargers are 
| fitted with an ammeter, which shows 
the rate of charge. Witha flat battery, 
it will show an initial charge of about 
4amp, but, after a few hours, this 
will drop to about 14+amp and 
remain there until the battery is fully 
recharged. (This will usually take 
about 12 hours, so an overnight 
charge is usually adequate.) 

Finally, switch off. Don’t remove a 
connecting clip while the charger is 
on: this may cause a spark that could 
result in an explosion. 


Trouble in store 

Some while ago, | read that it was 
illegal to carry ina car more than one 
spare gallon of petrol, so | discarded 
my large can and bought a smaller 
container. But, for some time now, 
| have noticed that accessory shops 
—and, indeed, the AA—sell 2gal 
cans. Would you please clarify for 
me how much spare petrol may be 
legally carried; also how much may 
be stored in one’s garage?— 
R H TRUMP, LISKEARD 

/t has proved surprisingly difficult to 
get firm and ‘official’ answers to your 
questions. However, our understand- 
ing Is that up to four gallons of petrol 
may be carried in the car in two 2gal 
metal containers, which should be 
clearly marked ‘Petroleum spirit— 
highly inflammable’, and securely 
fastened. 

At home, it’s legal for you to keep 
four gallons—in the car, and the car 
parked in the garage; but you run 
into. all sorts of complicated regula- 
tions if you wish to keep petrol in the 
garage but not in the car. Fora clear 
ruling on this point, we suggest that 
you take up the matter with your 
local authority. 


All together now 
| want to fit a’set of triple air horns 
to my customised Ford Transit, but 
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| seem to remember reading that 
they are illegal. Yet they are adver- 
tised regularly in the motoring press. 
What is the position?—R L KEEN, 
BARKING 

Multiple air horns are perfectly legal 
. . . provided that, when operated, 
they all sound together to make one 
continuous chord. They must not 
blow a series of individual notes—a 
burst of Colonel Bogey or a wolf- 
whistle could land you in trouble. Nor 
are they allowed to sound like 
official vehicles, suchas ambulances, 
fire engines or police cars. 


Thrust dust 


My low-mileage Hillman Minx had a 
screech from the clutch pedal when 
| bought it secondhand, so | replaced 
the thrust bearing. Noise dis- 
appeared. But now, some 4000 
miles later, it has returned—albeit 
intermittently. Could there be a fault 
in the clutch, and should | just 
ignore it?—L BRADSTOCK, BUDE 

It’s a common fault on Chrysler's 
Hunter derivatives and Imps—they 
are fitted with carbon thrust-release 
bearings. The squeal is the result of 
a build-up of carbon dust on the face 
of the bearing—not any fault in the 
actual clutch mechanism. Like brake 
squeal, it’s more irritating than 
serious, and, if you ignore it, it just 
might go away. If it doesnt, you'll 
either have to fit a new bearing or 
remove the present one, clean it up 
and file grooves in the carbon to /et 
the dust escape. 


Dark thoughts 


A colleague insists that driving with 
headlamps and heated rear window 
on uses more petrol than driving 
dark and misty. Is he right?— 
T POLLARD, SIDMOUTH 

AA engineering research testers 
recently carried out tests on a Ford 
Cortina: at a constant 7Omph, 
switching on the headlamps and 
heated rear window increased the 
fuel consumption by about 1£%— 
a figure that was recorded consist- 
ently in controlled track tests. We 
don't, however, advocate that you 
should drive at night without head- 
lamps to save afew pence... 


Dented pride 

My car was hit by a driver who failed 
to give way at a roundabout. He 
admitted his guilt in front of four 
witnesses—yet | have lost 20% of 
my no-claim discount and £20 of 
my voluntary excess. Isn't there 
something very wrong with an insur- 
ance company that can treat an 
innocent driver like me in this way ?— 
S DAMPS, BOREHAMWOOD 

There are only a few collisions 
between vehicles that can be blamed 
entirely on one driver. In nearly 
all other cases, blame is apportioned 
between the two drivers concerned, 
and each will have his no-claim 
discount affected. 

In your case, if you have four 
independent witnesses prepared to 
absolve you of all blame for what 
occurred, it would seem probable 
that you could claim successfully 


against the other driver. If you could 
recover your £20 damage excess 
from the other driver, or his insurers, 
then it is almost certain that your 
own insurer would maintain your 
no-claim discount in full. 


Pay the piper 

While replacing a pair of brake- 
cylinders on my Escort, | had to 
saw through the interconnecting 
hydraulic pipe because the unions 
were rusted in tight. Now my Ford 
dealer tells me that it doesn’t stock 
replacements, and it can’t make one 
up for me because it’s waiting for a 
delivery of pipe. So I’m stuck, brake- 
less. Is there a way out?—B FENWICK, 
STONE 

There is usually a motor factor in 
every reasonably sized town (try 
Aylesbury, or consult ‘Yellow Pages’) 
that specialises in brakes and brake 
components and should be able to 
supply you with any length of pipe 
with the unions fitted; or it will make 
up a pipe for you while you wait, 
identifying from its' manuals the 
length of pipe and the unions needed. 


Excess charge 

My car. battery is only nine months 
old, but | have to top it up weekly 
with a considerable amount of dis- 
tilled water. It appears to be reason- 
ably healthy; is there any reason for 
its abnormal thirst?—A M_ PRIEST, 
GLASGOW 

/t could be that one or more of the 
cells has a manufacturing fault, but 
the more likely cause is that the 


Star qualities 
| was led to believe that my new VW 
Golf 1100 would run on 2-star 
petrol, but the handbook recom- 
mends fuel with an octane rating ‘no 
lower than 91’. Consequently, | tried 
to find out the rating of the petrol | 
use, to ensure that | was losing no 
performance and causing no engine 
damage. But the garage’s pump gave 
no indication, and the attendants 
didn't know. When | phoned the 
petrol company concerned, | was 
told; ‘It must be around 90 to 91.’ 
Can DRIVE advise me which petrol 
companies supply 2-star with a suit- 
able octane rating for the Golf, and is 
there any harm in using 3-star 
instead ?—M WATKINS, PLYMOUTH 
Despite your concern over using 


battery is being over-charged, in 
which case early failuré will result. 

Over-charging can be proved fairly 
simply. Connect a voltmeter across 
both terminals: when the engine is 
revved, it should not read more than 
14.5v. If it does, have the charging 
system properly tested by a 
specialist. 


Clip joint 

With winter approaching, | realise 
that it’s a sensible idea to carry a 
pair of jump leads to help start my 
car should the battery give trouble, 
but I’m uncertain how to use jump 
leads. Could you please explain?— 
MISS M J GREEN, SANDBACH 

To start a car using another car's 
battery, first switch off all electrical 
equipment and make sure that both 
cars are in neutral and are not 
touching (bumper to bumper, for 
example)—otherwise damage to the 
charging systems could result. Con- 
nect the positive (+) terminals of 
both batteries with the red-handled 
lead, and the negative (—) terminals 
with the black lead. 

Run the engine of the ‘donor’ carso 
that the supply battery is immediately 
re-charging. If the car with the flat 
battery won't start after two or three 
tries, don’t carry on, otherwise you 
may exhaust your good-samaritan’s 
battery. 

When the recalcitrant car starts, 
remove the clips as soon as possible 
to avoid arcing, taking care not to 
touch the bodywork with the live 
ends of the /eads. 


2-star petrol in your Golf, this grade 
is suitable, and should have no detri- 
mental effect on your engine. 

lf, however, you wish to run the 
car on 3-star, there is no harm in 
doing so. It is perfectly all right to 
go up in octane rating (it will only 
cost you more), but an engine should 
not be run on a lower octane rating 
than that recommended by the car 
manufacturer. 

The reason why the petrol com- 
pany you telephoned seemed rather 
vague in its reply could be due to the 
fact that grades of petrol can vary 
Slightly. Thus ‘batches’ of 2-star, 
nominally rated at, say, 90 octane, 
can vary between 90, 917 or 92 
octane; but this variation is not great 
enough to cause any problems. 
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At the Post House, Liége, you are 
within a few minutes’ drive of one of 
the crossroads of Europe’s Motorway 
system. Four hours’ drive will get 
you to Paris, five to Frankfurt, two 
and a half to Cologne or Amsterdam. 
And as you are only an hour away 
from Brussels Airport and two anda 
half from the port of Ostend, the 
Post House is an ideal spot for your 
first night — or your last—on the 
Continent. 

Allthe comfort, service and 
friendliness you have come to expect 
in UK Post Houses 1s now yours in 
Europe -and the excellent value for 
money too. 

Even in a region famous for good 
living, the cuisine and cellar are 
outstanding. There is a delightful 
restaurant and a cocktail bar. All the 
rooms have a private bathroom and 
radio. Private swimming pool, 
sun-terrace and ample parking. 

To make sure of home comforts 
abroad, book in at the Post House, 
Liége. Just ring 01-537 3444. 


Yours fai 


Home comforts 
onthe Continent 


TRUSTHOUSE FORTE HOTELS 
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Clip out this form and 
post it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 
AA Insurance Services Ltd., 
FREEPOST, 

Newcastle on Tyne NE99 2RP. 


Please use BLOCK CAPITALS initials surname 


| Mr/Mrs/Miss 


Membership No. (if applicable) | 


Address . 


FOR OFFICE 
USE ONLY 


; a Post Code | 

Is your present motor insurance giving you all the cover you ps a es tL - 

want ... . dependably? All the discounts you could qualify for? Oe. 

At the best value on the market? : Occupation(s).% sa seed ndee: hat cae Employer's. BUSINESS: mie tiers ceases aa eae fe 
It could pay you to find out now . . . before your next About your car S| 
premium comes due. You can obtain a check on your Make and model of car including details of modifications [] [ | 
“premium and cover by using the AA’‘s computer service. The [iii ::.:)]) ts ss]]]]1::s:t.]]]] ttt. )'tt tt ]ttt' ttt] ttttttt: 

- service is free and sifts through a whole range of policies §§ [3xiNNNI ===... Reg.Nof | (Maid 

arranged with leading insurance companies and at Lloyds, to —im 

NGINC. CC. 5.c5 eta eee eae Year of manufacture raf | Value (Ate oh 


select the quotation that suits you best. And you can be sure 
with AA buying power and expertise, you can have the best When do you use your Car? «Please delete the word that does not apply. 
cover at minimum cost. In addition to private use, will the car be used for: 


(a) Driving to work on three or more days a week? NO/YES* 


‘Check some of the discounts you might be eligible for... A : oer | 
20% discount if driving is restricted to husband and wife. A If oe ae city, town or suburb where you Work ........- 0. eee ee eee eee eee eee 

10% discount if you are over 60, or if your car is over 6 years [iRMaananemmnnenneabeanalnd | 
old. A no-claims discount up to 65% perhaps. . . or Sebeaesor ho TAR eles eo 
substantial occupational savings. You can pay by instalments Bi comrorreluayena: 
“too... in fact as a motoring organisation we've tried to plan MUrige Cre OM eel eg 
_ insurance to suit you in every way. So put that pen to good 
‘use... and freepost for the AA quote now. 


Please tick type of cover you require: 


Comprehensive L] Third Party Fire & Theft @ Third Party Only ia 


L 


If you wish to reduce the premium by bearing the cost of any damage to your car 


; j x indicate( \“ _) the appropriate amount: 
up to £25 i up to £50 L] up to £100 L] 
Please indicate ( ~~“ ) who will drive the vehicle: 
(a) Yourself only 
: ; In the case of (b) and (c) please give 
@ (b) Yourself and wife/husband only details of other driver or in the case 


E | 


[| 


; of (d) of youngest known driver. 
(c) Yourself and one named driver only 


(d) Any licensed driver Age Frets: yrs. 
Length full UK Driving Licence held gee yrs. 


When would you like cover to start? day month year 


(Indicate when your present insurance ends). 


On that date: 


(a) How old will you be? iy as yrs. 
(b) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? z=. yrs. 
(c) Have you been resident in the UK for 3 or more years? 

(d) How many years No Claims Discount ores yrs. 


will you be claiming in your own right? 


* ~ Have you or any other person who will drive the car: 


Insurance 


» (a) Been convicted or have pending prosecutions for a motoring 


s 
Services ae ‘one 
(b) Been involved in any accident or loss regardless of blame in the 
last five years? NO/YES* 
(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity e.g. heart 
disease etc? NO/YES* 


{f you answered YES to (a), (b), or (c), please give details on a separate sheet. 


Registered Office: Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG21 2EA Regd. No. 912191 England. 


Meet Henry’s Glamorous Granny 


Look quickly, and you'd be 
forgiven for mistaking today’s 
Granada for a Mercedes-Benz. 
There are no mistakes, said 
Freud—and Ford is his prophet. 
The Granny looks like a Merc 
because that’s precisely the upper- 
class jungle in which it is designed 
to live. 

And why not? Ford has the 
design and engineering resources 
to make the smaller, luxury-car 
makers look like paupers. Give 
it the money—say £10—1 1,000— 
and why shouldn’t it build a car 
good enough to be seen in the 
stockbroker belt? 

‘But we know you, Henry,’ cry 
the critics. “You’re the man who 
makes cars for salesmen and 
fathers-with-overdrafts.’ For 
these folk, a five-figure sum is 
not to be spent on a Ford; it may 
not be enough for a Merc, or a 
Jag, but it is reckoned to be more- 
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Ford | 


“Pricef 10,018 Ontheroadf10,143 


wisely invested in something like 
a BMW ora Volvo. 

Is Henry overstretching himself? 
Is the Granada a bargain con- 
tender in the top-class war? Or an 
over-priced pretender among 
the sleek cats? 


How it goes 

The latest Granada’s styling has 
been generally praised in com- 
parisons with its more-garish 
predecessor. But it’s not only 
looks that are different: there’s a 
German-designed 2.8litre V6 
engine in place of the 3litre ‘lump’ 
that soldiers on only in the Ford 
Capri. And Bosch fuel injection 
boosts power by no less than 
25bhp . . . even if it does nothing 
for torque, that important pull- 


“ 
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cad bool 
» 


ing power that makes some cars 
feel better sloggers at low speed, 
and more willing to step off in 
lively fashion in top gear. 

With all these horses under the 
lid, things could hum—if only the 
smooth-revving engine could be 
encouraged to spin freely when 
overtaking urge is required. Sadly, 
such goings-on are beyond Ford’s 
three-speed automatic transmis- 
sion—an_ elderly design that 
changes up early. The best you'll 
get in the middle ratio, without 
resorting to manual override, is 
5400rpm/69mph. Worse still, it 
won't change down into first at 
any speed above 20mph. 

And it shows in acceleration: 
our best 0-60mph time of | Isec 
is only a precisely split second 


quicker than the same burst in the 
carburetted auto estate tested last 
year, and overtaking times from 
the lower speeds are actually 
inferior. Of course, you can, as 
we did, resort to manual over- 
ride—an awkward T-handle with 
its release button and selector 
positions on the wrong side for 
British drivers. This gives high- 
speed downchanges with a nasty 
jolt, but acceleration through 
the gears does benefit, as our 
tables show. This is a set-up 
that requires you to do it your- 
self when you want the best accel- 
eration times. Our 0-60mph time, 
for example, lengthened to 12.2sec 
when we left it all to the auto. 

The Ghia version of the Granada 
boasts the uprated S-pack sus- 
pension, with Michelin’s new 
ultra-low-profile TRX tyres on 
special alloy rims—the second 
car that we have sampled on this 
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tyre (the other was the Saab 900 
Turbo, and there’s no doubt that it 
clamps to the road for fast corner- 
ing. The Granada showed none 
of the tail-happy tendencies detec- 
ted on last year’s estate, and mid- 
corner bumps also are quelled 
quickly and with the absolute 
minimum of fuss. 

Steering, however, disappointed, 
with its sticky, spongy feel. Even 
in mid-corner, applying a bit more 
lock betrays a soggy, free move- 
ment that hampers precision and 
control. There’s no true ‘feel’ of 
the road, either, though sensible 
artificial weighting avoids over- 
lightness. 

On the other hand, the Granada 
is inherently very stable, even ona 
windy day, demanding little 
correction at the helm in motor- 
way driving. 

Our car’s optional leather uphol- 
stery (£463 extra) smelt marvel- 
lous, and was always a friend in 
hot weather, but it didn’t do any- 
thing for poor seat support. 
Neither seat cushion nor wheel 
can be reset for height or rake, and 
the backrest lever is too coarse; 
but the good news is that 1980 
Granadas are to share the latest 
Cortina’s front-seat revisions, 
so hopefully our moans about 
backache after a longer spell at the 
wheel should be still-born. 

Everyone found some minor 
controls or instruments out of 
sight, though the main dials are 
in clear view. It’s terribly easy to 
leave on the heated rear window 
—its telltale just cannot be seen 
in daylight. Some minor controls 
seem too light—the intermittent- 
wipe, for example—whereas the 
lighting stalk and door-mirror 
remote-adjuster are too stiff. 

The central door-locking pro- 
vision is greatly appreciated— 
one twist of the all-purpose key 
in the driver’s door secures every- 
thing, including the boot—but 
some ladies found the exterior 
door handles too stiff, and the 
boot latch is just as bad. 

Deep windows ensure good all- 
round vision in daylight, and 
powerful halogen headlamps are 
a boon at night. We also approve 
of the high-pressure headlamp 
washers—an excellent system that 
avoids the complexities of extra 
wipers, and works only when the 
headlamps are switched on. 


How comfortable 

The suspension/tyre combination 
doesn’t do as much for comfort 
as it does for cornering—a 
disappointing harshness about its 
town manners makes this top 
Ford nothing like as grand to 
float around in as the first 
Granada. On the open road, it’s 
a different story: at speed, the 
car gets into its stride, its suspen- 
sion feeling more compliant yet 
without wallow. 


There’s- no doubt that this V6~ 


engine is one of the most refined 
built. It never raises its voice 
beyond a pleasant hum, and, in 
this injected form, proves easy to 
start and amenable in the hurly- 
burly of town traffic. 

Some road rumble and facia 
creaks are generated by the TRX 
tyres, but wind noise is low—even 
the open sunroof does well at 
speed, although, oddly, there is 
some buffeting when going slowly. 

The Granada Ghia treats rear 
passengers very well, with all 
life’s little niceties in evidence— 
a rear courtesy light, extra radio 
speakers in the back shelf, their 
own ashtrays and lighter, plus a 
centre armrest. Legroom is what 
you would expect, and the wide 
back seat was more comfortable 
than the front ones on our car. 
The boot is big and of regular 
shape, with the spare wheel 
stowed upright to one side. There 
is a high load sill, however, and 
the boot is illuminated only when 
the lights are on—not always 
convenient, in our experience. 

At the front, there is an open 
facia shelf (Ford Fiesta style) and 
a roomy lower drawer, but there’s 
little space for oddments in the 
centre console. 

We did ask Ford to show us its 
factory-best, so our car bene- 
fitted from air-conditioning—an 
expensive (£720) option. It 
supplements the standard heating 
and ventilation with refrigerated, 
de-humidified air when the fan 
control is pulled out one click. 
Easy to work and subtly effective, 
it extends the scope of an already 
discreetly efficient system. Effici- 
ent for those at the front, that is: 
the absence of rear outlets for 
heating or ventilation is a notable 
omission at this end of the price 
league. 

It’s worth noting, too, however, 
that the standard sunroof is a 
practical alternative to hot-day 
air conditioning; most Britons 
will find it meets their mid- 
summer needs. 


How strong 

Our test car was built before Ford 
announced its new anti-corrosion 
measures on everything from 
basic Fiesta to Granada Ghia, so 
we went back to Dagenham for a 
look at a Granada with the new 
measures applied. 

It’s early days, still, but 1980 
Fords that we saw still dis- 
appointed in the way their treat- 
ment is skimped on the production 
line. The flexible pve under the 
wheelarches, however, is certainly 
better applied than before. 

Some people complained about 
too much plastic being on view 
inside so expensive a car, but it 
does make the Granada an easy- 
clean proposition. The carpet 
too, responds well to brushing, 
but a lot of bits and pieces on the 
outside bodywork are something 


of an obstacle course for sponge 
and leather. 

Underbonnet accessibility is 
complicated by the fuel injection 
and refrigeration compressor, but 
Ford is making determined efforts 
to reduce servicing demands by 
use of electronic ignition, tougher 
valve-train components and main- 
tenance-free hub bearings. In 
general, this Granada strikes a 
sensible balance between techni- 
cal sophistication and simplicity 
—upper-class cars are often more 
complicated than garages can 
cope with. Granada reliability 
seems to be about average, but 
the Ford service back-up makes 
life easier for a troubled owner. 


How safe 

First impressions of the Ghia’s 
brakes were marred by an 
unpleasantly long, spongy pedal 
action, but when really made to 
work for its living on.a test track, 
the system produced better results 
than the firmer-pedalled estate of 
last year. The servo-assistance was 
more intelligently set to give maxi- 
mum stopping power at an ideal 
50lb push, and we especially 
approved of the tyres’ ability to 
hold on to that efficiency, even if 
a panicky driver pressed rather 
harder. Fade is no problem, and 
the car sits secure on a 1-in-3 
gradient. 

Despite its rather lifeless steer- 
ing, the car’s cornering is safe and 
forgiving at the limit—not always 
true of big cars with semi- 
trailing arm rear suspension. This 
is the most-stable-cornering big 
Ford we have driven, thanks to 
the TRX tyres and _ special 
suspension. 

Another optional extra on our 
Dagenham dream was a pair of 
rear seatbelts, which did their 
job well but felt very restricting. 
The front belts are less pressing, 
more convenient to latch. Behind 
its traditional West-of-England 
cloth headlining, the roof is well 
padded and the protruberant 
facia, too, is impact-conscious. 
All Fords are now fitted with 
laminated windscreens (an excel- 
lent safety feature), leaving little 
to complain about inside the 
Granada. Outside, though, the 
fuel tank is too vulnerable to a 
rear shunt. 


How much 
Our 22impg is certainly respect- 
able enough for a big six-cylinder 
car, and it’s an improvement of 
I;mpg over the carburetted 
Granada, placing the 2.8i close 
to the more-efficient of its rivals. 
A manual version would probably 
match the 24mpg of the Peugeot 
604 Ti we tested in manual form. 
It is not practicable to drive your 
Granada more than 270 miles 
before refuelling, for the gauge is 
well into the red by then, and 
there’s no other low-level warning 


FORD GRANADA 2800i GHIA AUTC 


Front engine: 2792cc/V6cyl, OHV (chain); 
Bosch injection; 16O0bhp at 5700rpm 

Rear drive: auto— ratios 20.7mph/1000r, 
Suspension: front—ind wishbones, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar; rear—ind semi- 

trailing arms, coil springs 

Steering: powered rack and pinion; 34 
turns/35ft circle; Gin alloy wheels, 
190/65HR390 Michelin TRX radials 

Brakes: servoed discs front, drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

auto transmission £290.69 (fitting 3hr) 
exhaust £91.76 (1hr) 

headlamp unit £30.45 (O.5hr) 

front bumper £25.30 (0.4hr) 

laminated windscreen £48.10 (1.5hr) 


oil filter (no points) £4.31 (O.2hr) 
major service 12,000miles (2.6hr) 


peryear permile 
Running costs £1194 9:95p 
Loss of value £768 6.40p 
Total depreciation £2988 24.90p 


Insurance group 6 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Ford Granada 2800i Ghia auto 


Peugeot 604Ti 
Rover 3500 auto 


Audi 100 CD5E auto 
Vauxhall Royale auto 
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PERFORMANCE 


46 64 85 11.0 14.9 


Acceleration from standstill, usin 


60) 


Speed range, using manual hold (sec) 


113)D 
82 )2 


(49 )1 


\ 
ge 


Max speeds 
(manual hold) 


70 
manual hold (sec) 


O 
10 20 


max engine speed 
used 6000rpm:; 

max in top 5800rpm; 
standing + mile 


18.4sec 


BRAKES 


SOw a0) 50 Se 60s) 70 308+ 90) 100 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 


within central zone—above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 

(ideal car would show no variation) 

42lb at start; 28lb in constant use; 33lb in severe use 
Watersplash 50lb at first, 2 stops to recover 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
overall consumption 223mpg 


effective tank range 270 miles/12gal 


Normal range of consumption 

hard driving, heavy traffic 18mpg 
short journey, suburban 183mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 2 Sa mpg 
motorway—/Omph cruising 23mpg 
quiet rural—40mph cruising 26mpg 
Consumption at steady speeds 

30mph 345mpg 


7Omph 
10Omph 


23impg 
° 164+mp 


SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 


steering: energy 
absorbing? Yes 
front seats: secure 
mounts? Yes 
head restraint? Yes 
front belts: effective? Yes 
convenient? Yes 
rear belts: fitted? O 


hazard warning: fitted?Yes 
interior: well padded? Yes 
w/screen: laminated? Yes 
doors: crashproof? Yes 

childproof? Yes 
petrol: spillproof? No 
brakes: failsafe? Yes 

load sensitive? No 


FUEL MAXIMUM 


OVERALL SPEED 
(CC) (MPG) (MPH) 


2792 224 113 11.0 
2664 247 aids} 10.8 
3528 223 Ae 2 

2144 223 118 11.7 4.4 (k/d) 96/55 
2784 21 116 11.0 4.0 )k/d) 98/70 


k/d = using accel kickdown 4th = 4th gear time on 5 speed box 


30—-50MPH 
BEST 
(SEC) 


6.3 (k/d) 
7.7 (4th) 
4.5 (k/d) 


OVERALL MAXIMUM 


LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM 
(FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) 


15/61” 41 41 
157 5}” 393 414 
15/5" 41 403 
16’ 41” 414 404 
16’ 0” 41 42 


TYPICAL STEERING 


TURNS/ 
CIRCLE (FT) 


31/35 
34/35 
23/333 
33/342 
4/32 


ON-ROAD 
PRICE (£) 


10,143 
9417 
9424 
9424 
9891 


CAPACITY 0-60 


(SEC) 


BEST STOP 
(% g/Ib) 


92/50 
92/45 
100/70 
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HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Ford 
Granada 2800i Ghia auto, taking 
into consideration Its rivals, its 
price and what kind of car it’s 
meant to be 


Out of 10 
PERFORMANCE 
O08 


FUEL ECONOMY 
BIS008 


HANDLING/STEERING 
S8S8Sd 
COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
e826 


INTERIOR SPACE 
S@OOb6S 


PASSENGER AIDS 
SISOCSS 


DRIVER AIDS 
2G9SSO 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
SSOSTOVES 


RUST RESISTANCE 
6080 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
2896666 


EVERYMAN 


tae bs 


or reserve facility. At the pump, 
the car takes all except the last 
gallon without a hiccup, but no 
locking cap is provided—a mean 
omission. 

DIY Granada owners are pro- 
bably more likely to be second- 
hand buyers, but anyone who 
looks under the bonnet will find 
that routine maintenance has 
been sensibly rationalised, 
although ignition and fuel systems 
are, of course, taboo for front- 
garden attentions. The handbook 
is more informative about main- 
tenance than for any other car in 
the Ford range; why is it that 
manufacturers help only the rich 
to do their own servicing? 

Longer term, you do pay more 
for your bits than a Fiesta man, 
but prices compare well with like- 
minded rivals from foreign parts 
—the Granada originates from 
W Germany, of course. 

Over the last 24+ years, the 
Granada’s new list price has 
nearly doubled—even without our 
car’s ‘extras’. This is nearly twice 
BMW inflation, and three times 
the rate of Volvo’s price increases. 
It does help keep resale values 
high, but the old-Granada owner 
who goes shopping for a new one 
will discover that he has to spend 
considerably more than would be 


aa A Pears 
needed to replace some of its 
rivals. Also, several of the foreign 
makes once undercut by the 
Granada are now little different 
in price—some offer a saving. 
Insurance is Group 6 and run- 
ning costs, even excluding depre- 
ciation, still work out at 50° more 
than a Ford Escort’s. 


Verdict 

This top-of-the-line Ford is un- 
doubtedly the best big saloon that 
FoMoCo has ever made. It is as 
fast as most rivals (barring its 
autobox’s limitations), uses less 
petrol than its predecessors, and 
has most of the roominess and 
refinements that one has a right to 
expect in the five-figure market. 

We were disappointed with the 
front seats and driving position, 
but Ford seems to be tackling this 
already. Ride comfort, too, is 
questionable at times, but there is 
that underlying feeling of solidity 
and wellbeing that big-car buyers 
esteem. 

It is, however, twice the price of 
Ford’s 1977 flagship, without being 
twice as good. And it is still a Ford. 

Not that we think this last is a 
fault. But will the Merc man see 
it that way? Or the Jag man? Or 
the Volvo, BMW, big-Audi buyer, 
and so on? 


All measurements in inches 


kerbweight 28cwt 
overall length 15ft 641n 
overall width 5ft 104in 
overall height 4ft 631n 


There’s a saying that, while all 
bulldogs are dogs, all dogs aren’t 
bulldogs. And judging by the Every- 
man panel’s reactions, it’s true of 
cars, too, for we couldn’t find one 
of the amateurs willing to spend so 
much money on, well... a Ford. 

Technical studies teacher Graham 
Sparkes sank into the comfortable 
leather seats and then complained 
they were slippery. For £10,000, he 
also expected the seat cushion to 
move up and down. ‘But the instru- 
ments are good,’ said Graham. 
‘Plain and easy to read. I managed 
to confuse the rev counter with the 
speedometer, though. 

‘The ventilation was good and the 
air-conditioning worked very well. 
Driving was easy and relaxing, 
though I found the power steering 
a bit disappointing at first—it 
didn’t self-centre very well. The 
car did tempt me to do enormous 
speeds without realising it; 
and the handling is very good, it 
corners easily, and the tyres don’t 
squeal. The brakes worked well, 
but felt spongy at first. 

‘I liked the clean shape of the car 
but it isn’t very distinctive. I 
wouldn’t buy a Ford at that price.’ 

Housewife Claire Parker was also 
suspicious. ‘I liked it . . . but don’t 
Fords go rusty? I liked the look of 
the car—very clean and stylish, like 
a big Cortina. 

‘I’m not over-fond of black uphol- 
stery, but the leather was luxurious 
and would beat fabric any day. 
There were a lot of gadgets, and 
none of them were gimmicks. 

‘I thought the air-conditioning 
was lovely, and the instruments very 
clear. I felt in control of the car 
and enjoyed driving it.’ 

Air-traffic controller Ron Daly 
didn’t like the plastic ‘wood’ trim, 
but, having said that, he added: 
‘It’s almost the only fault that I 
can find. The other problem is that 
it’s a Ford... 

‘It looks good, goes well and is 
very comfortable, and there is noth- 
ing in its behaviour that would stop 
me buying one. The seats could 
have been better, but I was very 
comfortable. I liked the air-con- 
ditioning and the internal adjuster 
for the driver’s door mirror.’ 

DRIVE car tester Peter Denayer 
comments: ‘Our Everyman team 
appears to be more concerned with 
the car’s badge than its actual 
performance. Perhaps the Granada 
didn’t have enough time in their 
hands to show its merit.’ 
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USED-CAR PRICE GUIDE 


Just testing 


FOR MOST OF US, our Cars are acom- 
promise—unless you are one of the 
lucky few who can afford a stable of 
cars to suit every need. 

As it will also be most people’s 
biggest cash purchase after their 
house, and may be lived with for 
_just as long, it’s important to get the 
compromise just right. And often the 
decision is made during a test drive, 
alongside a persistent salesman. 

With- secondhand cars, for 
example, a favourite seller's ploy is 
to claim that someone else also 
wants to buy the banger you've been 
admiring. If the car has a nasty boom 
period at 50mph, the salesman will 
give a demonstration drive at 6(0mph 
. . . and if the ventilation is dreadful, 
he'll simply leave a window open. 

Don’t be pressured. If the price is 
right and the car's condition is as it 


should be, then make good use of» 


the test drive, just like the profes- 
sionals do. For instance, if Mum 
often sits in the back, then take her 
along for a second opinion; and if 
the family pet goes everywhere, then 
try the dog out, too. (A dog is used 
on every DRIVE road test!) If you do 
most of your driving in urban con- 
ditions then make a point of traffic- 
jamming through town. 

Politely ignore the salesman’s chat 
and listen instead to the noises the 
car makes. If it's to be used on long 
journeys, then it will be much less 
exhausting for everyone in it if it’s a 
silent mover. As a general rule— 
though rules can be broken—the 
bigger the engine, the quieter the 
car. And, if you're a motorway com- 
muter, don’t forget that your big 
engine may use up no more fuel than 
a little ‘buzz-box’. 

At the end of your test drive there 
is more to do. If you are a DIY man, 
look under the bonnet and assess 
whether you could look after the 
works. A complex layout could force 
you back to the dealer again and 
again, costing you time as well as 
cash. 

Still undecided? Then say you'll 
think about it—don’t try overhard 
to convince yourself into buying the 
wrong Car. It does happen. We know 
of one DRIVE reader with a wife, new 
baby and two enormous Old English 
sheepdogs who thinks he wants a 
sports coupé—or does he? 

So check your needs against some 
DRIVE roadtest reports, and then try 
beating the dealer down with our 
price chart of 100 of today’s most- 
popular secondhand cars. Specifica- 
‘tions are compiled from the AA 
tests, the reference numbers of 
which are shown in the table. 
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MAKE AND MODEL 
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‘The only time our village gets any peace 


S WE DRIVE into the 1980s, 

more than 500 small towns 
and villages across Britain are still 
waiting for bypasses. Many, such 
as Staplehurst, in Kent, were 
included in schemes first approved 
in the 1950s; some, like Conwy, 
Gwynedd, have been queuing 
since just after World War Two. 
Most have little chance of realising 
their dreams in the next 20 years. 

The government has plans to 
complete 178 trunk-road_ by- 
passée =by< 1990: the rest-are 
included in local-authority pro- 
posals. But, all over the country, 
hundreds of communities are liv- 
ing in everyday hells as lorry after 
lorry thunders along roads origin- 
ally designed for the horse and 
cart. For them, the prospect of a 
quieter life becomes ever more 
remote: their bypasses aren't even 
on a building timetable. 

With the current bypass and 
road-improvement backlog stand- 
ing at £6000million-worth of 
work, and the impending spend- 
ing cuts by government and local 
authorities on roads and trans- 
port, the picture looks even 
bleaker for villages at the mercy 
of heavy traffic. Villages such as 
Westoning, Bedfordshire, where 
a road tanker exploded in 1976 

and Holcot, Northampton- 
shire, whose narrow main street 
is under threat of becoming a 
feeder road to the M1. 

And Tean in Staffordshire, where, 
after a string of accidents, residents 
walk in fear of their lives. 

Miraculously, no one has been 
killed in Tean. But there have 
been some very narrow escapes— 
as Sam and Ellen Capewell, both 
in their late fifties, can testify. The 
cottage where they used to live 
was struck by heavy lorries four 
times between 1952 and 1969. 

On each occasion, careering 
trucks, caught-out by the nasty 
camber on the main Stoke-on- 


DRIVE 


ACCESSORIES TESTS 


Just add 
water 


A NEAR-INVISIBLE nick in a radiator’s 
hose can halt your car as effectively 
—and even as expensively—as a 
brick wall. For it causes an engine- 
killing combination of events, allow- 
ing the water to boil as the system's 
pressure drops, and letting it spew 
along the road... 

Some motorists are cautious 
enough to carry an emergency hose- 
repair bandage, relying on such 
advertised claims as: ‘Shrinks to a 
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Trent to Uttoxeter road near the 
village’s little bridge, smashed 
through a brick wall, caved-in the 
front door, and severely damaged 
the bottom of Capewell’s house. 


The last impact (see below) was 
the worst: when the lorry carried 
away the front wall, Mrs Capewell 
was upstairs in bed, teetering 


waterproof seal as you wrap’. Not 
content with the manufacturers’ 
claims, DRIVE’s new _ Accessories 
Tests takes the wraps off the hose- 
bandage business. 


We turned our experts loose on three 
readily available makes—Holts Hose- 
weld Bandage (92p), Simoniz Super- 
stik Automotive Hose Bandage (£1), 
and Rotunda Emergency Hose Seal 
Tape (82p). 

Their tests were carried out on a 
Hillman Avenger—complete with a 
small slit in its top radiator hose 
—running at a constant 2000rpm 
(about 35mph). An AC cooling- 
system pressure-tester was used, 
along with new radiator caps of 10-, 
13- and 15psi to monitor the 
coolant’s pressure. 

Tapes were applied using the 


above the wreckage. This time, 
the devastation was just too much; 
the cottage had to be pulled down 
and, for four months, the Cape- 
wells were homeless. 

Last September, it was the turn 
of 67 Uttoxeter Road. Mabel 
Turland, a 63-year-old widow, 
was sitting quietly in her front 
room, chatting with a neighbour 
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and minding a 20-month-old baby 
when she heard a screech of 
brakes. A second later, the front 
of an articulated lorry burst 
through the wall, demolishing 
everything in its path and causing 
more than £3000-worth of 
damage (see page 46). 

A week later, a police car escort- 
ing a wide load was in collision 
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Is when an accident blocks the road ? 


with a lorry coming from the 
opposite direction. The car wasa 
write-off. 

The year before that, in April, a 
car went into the wall of the 
recreation ground, just inches 
from the spot where two mothers 
were standing with their children. 
The same month, schoolboys had 
to jump over the bridge parapet to 


manufacturers’ instructions supplied 
on the packaging. 


It didn’t take long to discover that 
the repair bandages weren't 
exactly watertight. All the tapes 
failed as pressure rose, and repairs 
often survived only because the 
radiator’s cap was refitted very 
loosely. 

The Rotunda tape was the only 
one to withstand any real pressure. 
Its repair remained intact at a 
cooling-system pressure of 10psi. 
The only snags are that many 
‘modern cars operate at pressures 
higher than 10psi, and that, every 
. time the tape was tested on our 
rolling-road car, the tape-end came 
loose and flapped about. 

These bandages, it seems, limit 
their usefulness to helping drivers 
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Campbell’s Cheadle, Staffs. 


avoid being mown down by a jack- 
knifing lorry. And there has been 
any number of side-swipes and 
near-misses. 

Tean’s trouble is that it lies on 
the ASO, part of a direct link 
between the MI and M6. A few 
miles from Tean in each direction, 
other villages, too, have had their 
nasty moments. At Checkley 
junior school, all children are 
banned from going home for 
lunch, and are not allowed out of 
the gate unless they are accom- 
panied by a parent. 

‘There’s at least one incident a 
week on this road,’ says Mrs Joyce 
Plant, 39, from Tean. ‘If it isn’t 
lorries hitting houses, it’s trucks 
shedding their loads. About the 
only time our village gets any 
peace is when an accident farther 
up the ASO blocks the road.’ 

That’s not quite true, as Mrs 
Plant knows. Three times in the 
last five years, she and fellow- 
members of the Tean Valley 
Action Group have led marches 
that brought traffic to a halt. 

These gestures of protest—two 
in 1975 and one in 1977—were 
born out of sheer frustration. For 
Tean has been waiting for its by- 
pass since 1938, when plans were 
first drawn up—and immediately 
dropped because of the war. Now, 
like the other 500 small towns and 
villages across Britain, it could be 
20 years or more before Tean can 
rest in peace. Eight years ago, the 
villagers were told that plans were 
in hand to link Stoke and Derby 
with a motorway (M64), and that 
this would solve the village’s prob- 
lems. But, in December 1977, the 
project was abandoned. 

If a bypass was thought neces- 
sary in 1938, years before the M1 
and M6 were there to be linked, 
why is the village still without 
one? That’s what the long-suffer- 
ing residents would like to know: 
Other towns and villages nearby 


hobble, capless, to the nearest 
replacement-hose stockist. 


Coming clean 

A CONSTANT STREAM of clean water 
through a hand-held brush is cer- 
tainly one of the best ways to tackle 
a dirty car. It isn’t exactly a new 
idea, but it has been refined over the 
years, sO DRIVE decided to look. at 
what's currently cleaning-up. 


We tested 10 brushes: the Duco 
(£3.31), Flexy Popular (£3.91) and 
Flexy Foambrush (£4.78), Listaflex 
Car Washer Set (£5.98) and Listaflex 
Standard (£6.46), Hozelock Car Care 
Brush (£4.63) and Hozelock with 
adjustable spray (£4.63), Klikfix 
(£5.45), Polygard (£3.75) and Husky 
(63.7 5)3 

No matter how good your carwash 


have won bypasses—Sudbury, on 
the Derby side (in 1973), Blythe 
Bridge on the way to Stoke (1975). 
Just six months ago, the Depart- 
ment of Transport assured the 
people of Tean that their turn had 
come: it would do everything in 
its power to see that the latest 
scheme—an eight-mile dual- 
carriageway between Blythe 


Saverley Green 


Plans and protests: above, the Department of Transport’s 1976 pamphlet publicised 


Bridge and Uttoxeter that would 
provide a bypass for Tean, Check- 
ley and neighbouring Draycott— 
went ahead quickly. 

The county council gave its 
blessing and, a month iater, the 
draft proposals for the road were 
on the table. Work on Tean’s 


long-awaited bypass would begin 
in just 10 weeks—a ‘formality’ 


‘Blue and Green’ alternative routes round Tean; a further ‘Pink’ route all but 
followed the course of the A50. One year later, frustrated residents won a personal 
investigation from the then Transport Minister William Rodgers, below. 


brush may be, you'll not even pick it 
up if it’s tiring to use. DRIVE measured 
how tiring these brushes are to use 
by multiplying their body weight by 
their length: the lower the figure the 
better for the user’s right arm. The 
Husky is the winner here, followed 
closely by the Klikfix. Overweight 
losers are the two Listaflex brushes. 

We also looked for a high rate of 
water flow, as a mere trickle won't 
sluice away gritty dirt and can result 
in paintwork damage. Losers with 
unacceptably low flow rates are the 


Listaflex Standard 


Polygard and the Flexy Foambrush. 
It helps if the water goes only 
where you want it—on the car 
rather than up. your arm—but both 
Flexy products leaked: the Popular 
through its handle moulding, and the 
Foambrush around its regulator tap. 
Other leakers were the Hozelock Car 
Care, the Polygard and the Husky. 
Things improved when it came to 
testing wear resistance. Each brush 
was weighed, run over a rough 
surface for a total of some 11 miles, 
and reweighed. Though some weight 
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- Flexy Popular Polygard ' 


THE ONLY TIME... 
period to allow for any objections. 

It wasn’t, however, to be that 
simple: two residents of Checkley, 
Joan and Roger Stringer, launched 
a campaign against the route of 
the proposed road. This forced a 
public inquiry, heard. in: Novem- 
ber, which achieved the very thing 
that most of Tean’s inhabitants 
didn’t want—delay. 

How long a hold-up? Says Mid- 
lands Road Construction Unit 
(MRCU) official, Norman Hack- 
ney. ‘If alterations are recom- 
mended, it could be 1982 before 
they are published. And if there 
should be another objection after 
that, the process could start all 
over again.’ 

Ominously, MRCU director 
Alan Brant adds: ‘In any case, 
until the public-expenditure and 
roads papers have been published, 
it’s impossible to say for certain 
whether there will be enough 
money for the bypass.’ 

It’s an heavy blow for the pro- 
bypass lobby, but Joan Stringer is 
unrepentant: ‘There’s no need to 
build a new dual carriageway and 
rip up the countryside. We would 
prefer to see the A5O upgraded, 
and affected villages such as Tean 
given a single-lane bypass. 

‘Our objection may well slow 
things down for the residents of 
Tean, but we have a case, and it’s 
our democratic right to state it. 
Anyway, our suggestion would be 
much cheaper—an _ important 
consideration when money for 
roads is so short. What’s more, 


ACCESSORIES TESTS 

loss was noted, this test revealed no 
great failures. The Listaflex Standard 
and the Hozelock Car Care showed 
some non-permanent distortion, and 
the Hozelock lost some bristles. 

Our last special test was to drop 
each brush from a height of 6ft on to 
a concrete floor. After 10 drops, the 
adjustable-spray Hozelock had a 
cracked moulding, the _ Klikfix’s 
moulding sheared at the handle end, 
and a small piece of moulding had 
broken off the Husky. The rest sur- 
vived with slight surface marking. 

All the brushes tested could be 
used with self-dispensing shampoo 
attachments, and with -some—the 
FlexyFoambrush, both Hozelocks, 
the Klikfix, the Polygard and the 
Husky—soap tablets could be 
inserted in the handles. 

The snag in these aids is that water 
flow has to be reduced to a trickle to 


Duco 


Hozelock Car Care 
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Flexy 
Foambrush 


The narrow-escape road. Top: in 1977, a load of high-speed British Rail train wheels 
made an unscheduled stop on the A50. Bottom left: protests about the ‘Victorian’ 
state of the A50. Bottom right: 63-year-old widow Mabel Turland’s house. 


prevent the pellets of soap from dis- 
solving too quickly. DRIVE reckons 
that the value of these devices is 
debatable, but our tester did think 
they helped to reduce washing effort 
and remove some paintwork stains. 
But it’s using the brushes to wash 
cars that is surely the most important 
and telling test of all. The results 
were as follows: 
Duco—easy to use and robust. 
Unlikely to damage paintwork thanks 
to its good water jet for mudblasting. 
Flexy Popular—similar performance 
to the Duco’s, but more comfortable 
to use thanks to its lighter weight. 
Flexy Foambrush—clumsy and tiring 
to use. Its good, firm bristles tackle 
grilles well, but the water jet is suit- 
able only for wetting. Has a tap that 
can't turn water off but can regulate 
its flow. 
Listaflex Set—tiring and clumsy to 
use. The brush head is identical to 


<< 


Hozelock 
(adjustable spray) 


Listaflex Car 
Washer Set 


the Duco, but the rubber seal on its 
shampoo dispenser appears badly 
designed, and split during our tests. 
Listaflex Standard—clumsy and 
tiring to use. Good mud-cutting 
water jet, and its soft bristles are 
kind to paintwork—but not so good 
for grilles. 

Hozelock Car Care—similar design 
to the Flexy Foambrush, but lacks its 
water jet facility, and the bristles are 
too soft. 

Hozelock (adjustable spray)—firm 
bristles and narrow shape make this 
the winner for grilles and wheel 
trims, but sharp angles on the brush 
could catch on chrome trim or mark 
paintwork. Waterflow can be con- 
trolled, but the jet is powerful enough 
only for wetting. 

Klikfix—very comfortable to use. 
Firm bristles are suitable for crevices, 
and the cut-off valve worked well 
when changing to the mud-cutting 


we're backed by the local farmers.’ 

But why did the Stringers leave 
their objections to the 11th hour 
when the Transport Department 
had invited comment at a public 
exhibition three years earlier? 
Says Joan: ‘The maps of the 
recommended routes were vague 
and their scale too small. There 
was no guidance, either, on how 
to submit alternative plans.’ 

Hackney replies: ‘In fact, the 
scale was six inches to the mile— 
adequate in my opinion. True, we 
didn’t specifically state that people 
could put forward different routes, 
but there was a section in the 
questionnaire for any other com- 
ments—and, at the time, this drew 
more than 50 proposals.’ 

He goes on: ‘Protests are more 
and more frequent these days. 
The public is much more con- 
cerned about these matters. You 
also get people who object to 
roads in general—often they don’t 
even live in the area concerned.’ 

The vicar of Tean, the Rev John 
Dodd, who paved the way for the 
setting up of the action group, 
21 years ago, says: ‘I am sorry for 
the farmers whose land will be 
swallowed up by the new road. 
But I do believe that human life 
is more important than fields.’ 

For the majority of Tean folk, all 
this is academic. Once more, it’s 
a case of ‘so near, yet so far’. Now, 
like the other 500 small towns and 
villages across Britain, it could be 
20 years or more before Tean can 
rest in peace. MIKE HILL 


jet—which proved very effective. 
Polygard—similar design to. the 
Flexy Foambrush. The tap in the 
hose connection can regulate flow 
only, not turn it off, and the jet is 
suitable for wetting only. 

Husky—lightweight, but tiring to 
use. Bristles are on the soft side, 
and its tap did not regulate the flow 
sufficiently—it’s either full on or full 
off—and our tap eventually jammed. 
The separate high-pressure jet was 
time-consuming to fit, but effective 
as an underbody cleaner. 


It seems that there’s no such thing 
as a brush for all reasons, but if we 
could spend someone else’s money 
we'd probably buy... the Klikfix: 
At least, we would if we wanted a 
good-looking brush that can be 
loaded with soap, but we'd have to 
be careful about not dropping it 
too often. 

But, if our money were involved, 
then we'd opt for the Duco—a 
no-nonsense brush that did every- 
thing it was supposed to do. It 
didn’t come with a soap dispenser, 
but one of another brand could be 
added at a later date. 

DRIVE didn’t like the long, thin, 
plastic brushes such as the Husky 
as they proved too much like hard 
work and, as a general rule, we'd 
avoid all those with an on-off tap. 
Use it, and you'll have full mains 
pressure on all your hose connec- 
tions—and something's got to give. 
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[| When Herr Ferdinand Piech 
designed the 240mph_ Porsche 
917 (for his uncle, Dr Porsche), 
he was a young man. And, while 
the car went on to win two world 
sports-car championships, Herr 
Piech noticed certain — short- 
comings when it came to selling 
the car tothe rest of us... 

So, says Audi's advert, young 
Piech came up with something a 
little more practical—if in some 
ways just as much of an oddball. 
Indeed, the Audi 100 is unique in 
being the only petrol-driven car 
that’s powered by five cylinders. 
Five was Audi’s simple way of 
ditching its four-cylinder lump, 
and avoiding the cost of designing 
a six-cylinder replacement. 

DRIVE has already been up- 
market with a fuel-injected, auto- 
matic version—now around £8200 
—and found it very civilised. 
Picking the GLSS in manual form, 
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joel tals sheer sacle Sarebe a soi 
with its twin-venturi carburettor, 
can save £900 and a lot of servic- 
ing complications, but what do 
you lose? We chose the Rover- 
rivalling Avant five-door hatch- 
back for the answer. 


How it goes 

The Avant’s automatic choke is 
operated by flooring the acceler- 
ator before starting. At tempera- 
tures above 50°F, this need only 
be done once, but twice when it’s 
colder—so keep a thermometer 
handy! It sounds complicated, but 
the 2litre engine always fires 
readily and runs smoothly from 
the start. 

‘Drives like a six...’ is Audi’s 
claim for the five-cylinder unit. 
Well, driven flat-out on the test 
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track, it does assail your ears with 
a delightful, mechanical roar 
that’s reminiscent of a six- 
cylinder Jaguar, muscling its way 
eagerly to the 6200rpm red line. 
When the revs are down, how- 
ever, the Avant betrays its odd-pot 
design. While it is capable of pull- 
ing in top gear from 20mph, it 
does so less smoothly than the 
latest Ford V6—and no better 
than a BMW sstraight-four. In 
fact, top gear acceleration times 
are relatively unimpressive, with 
30-SO0mph taking 10.7sec_ see 
our rivals on page 49. 

To get more-stimulating times, 
the short, stubby gear lever needs 
frequent and intelligent use. Our 
test Avant proved to be fraction- 
ally faster than the fuel-injected 


GLE automatic saloon that we 
tested last summer—despite being 
31bhp down. With a 0-60mph 
time of 11.3sec, it can shrug off 
contenders like the BMW 520 and 
Renault 20TS, while the home- 
grown Austin Morris Princess 
2200HL doesn’t get a look in. 

While the gear shift’s movement 
is slick, it also feels rubbery, but 
the main obstacle to rapid gear 
changes is the clutch pedal: it 
has to be floored, yet a wide left 
foot can catch on the footrest 
provided. 

DRIVE’s Avant came without the 
£400 option of power steering, 
and, on reflection, we wouldn’t 
have had it any other way. The 
unassisted steering offers a good 
degree of road ‘feel’—surprising, 
when it’s realised that it’s VW/ 
Audi’s familiar negative-camber 
system, which usually numbs 
most steering feel in the quest for 
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good directional stability. How- 
ever, DRIVE’s testers are sturdy 
lads, and could well imagine some 
frailer and more-elderly drivers 
finding the system’s weight too 
tiresome around town. 

Despite the welcome tilt adjust- 
ment for the driver’s seat cushion, 
our testers’ initial impression was 
of sitting too low down. The feel- 
ing does pass, and it soon becomes 
clear that the driver is a VIP in 
this car. 

Instrumentation is __ first-rate, 
with all dials in clear view beneath 
a deep cowl. The big three are 
tachometer, speedometer and 
accurate quartz clock, and among 
the supplementary gauges is an 
‘econometer—a vacuum-opera- 
ted, uncalibrated indicator of the 
Avant’s fuel economy. Whether 
it is anything more than a gimmick 
on a Rover-sized car with a top 
speed of l08mph is another 
matter Among the nine 
operational warning lamps (there 
are three blanks) is one which 
warns drivers to ease off the 
throttle until the engine has 
reached its correct operating 
temperature. Audi owners are not 
expected to do too much thinking 
for themselves. 

Four column stalks sound like 
too many. In _ Continental 
fashion, the Avant’s indicator, 
(coupled to the dipswitch) is on 
the left of the steering column, 
behind a_ shorter stalk that 
switches the lamps. On the right 
sprouts not only the wash-wipe 
stalk (two speeds, an_ inter- 
mittent setting, plus headlamp 
washing), but also an almost-too- 
handy stalk for hazard warnings. 

Foglamps and _ high-intensity 
rear lamps are standard on the 
Avant—as is the rear screen’s 
wash-wipe—all operated by 
rocker switches that lurk low 
on the facia and prompt new- 
comers to say ‘Wouldn’t it be nice 
iffy. before “discovering. the 
hidden extra’s whereabouts. 


How comfortable 

When we tested the LOOGLSE, 
we were less than happy about 
the car’s ride, and the Avant is 
no advance. Owners of lesser 
marques would certainly be im- 
pressed by the big Audi’s road 
manners, but we suspect that 
some moneyed executives will 
demand better things. Built for 
sweeping along  billiard-smooth 
autobahns, the Avant can jar its 
occupants over Britain’s Broads, 
and can feel literally all at sea 
over a series of undulations. The 
ride reminded us of a big Golf, 
and though that’s good it cannot 
approach the versatility of a big 
Citroen or Peugeot. 

Rover almost invented the up- 
market hatchback, and Audi has 
sacrificed 4in off its big saloon to 
make the Avant a rival. It’s 
claimed. that Audi passengers 


are treated equally well in either 
version; but DRIVE’s tape measure 
showed that the Avant’s rear-seat 
legroom is reduced. However, 
this is a big car, and only a family 
of six-footers would notice the 
difference. The seat’s shaping and 
support is sumptuous, with room 
enough for five and a centre arm- 
rest to help back-seaters. The 
décor may look  restrained— 
austere, even—but the colour- 
keyed, pastel interior is all part 
of Audi’s grand safety plan: it 
helps to keep the driver relaxed. 

The Avant’s raison d’etre is its 
fifth door. Some drivers with 
lofty ideals did complain that the 
tailgate doesn’t open sufficiently 
far, but the more-serious problem 
is the high lip at the mouth of the 
luggage area. Loads have to sit 
on top of the spare wheel’s well 
but the front-wheel-drive design 
still enables Audi to offer a load 
height of 30in—3in more than the 
rival Rover’s. 

In all, the Avant is an object 
lesson in producing a big-load 
carrier without compromising 
the quality of trim. It could 
hardly be easier to fold the rear 
seat and remove the back-shelf 
canopy, and thoughtful touches 
include two compartments on 
either side of the load space for 
tools and the rear washer’s reser- 
voir. The latter will rarely need 
refilling as the rear screen doesn’t 
attract dirt. 

Audi claims that the heater could 
warm a house, and it certainly is 
quick to respond to the driver’s 
demands. It’s also claimed that 
the ventilation system can change 
the air in the car every |Ssec— 
even when stationary. Certainly, 
as the fan whips up a gale 
through no less than seven vents 
that span the width of the facia, 
you can believe it’s true. The sys- 
tem coped so well with a very 
warm day, when all the windows 
were shut, that passengers asked 
if this was ‘real’ air-conditioning. 
It’s not, but it is one example of 
Audi’s many attempts to keep the 
driver fresh and alert, and there- 
fore safe. 

The five-cylinder Audi is cer- 
tainly as smooth and quiet as the 
very best of four-cylinder makes, 
and at least as unobtrusive a 
worker as the V6-powered Peu- 
geots, Renaults and Volvos, but 
it can’t yet match a six of the best. 

That said, Audi has obviously 
gone to great lengths to insulate 
against noise—so much so that 
we failed to provoke body reso- 
nance at any speed. At motorway 
speeds, the test car’s wind noise 
was so slight that a back-seat 
passenger had to crane back into 
the load area to detect it’s presence 
around the fifth door’s frame. 


How strong 
Everywhere there are signs that 
the Avant is built to look better 
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longer, 
protect the hemmed seams along 


such as pvc strips to 


door edges. Front and rear 
screens are also bonded into place 
to add to the body’s torsional 
strength. 

DRIVE has long been impressed 
by the build-quality of Audis, and 
even if (as we have seen on some 
models) corners can sometimes be 
cut, the responsibility won't be 
yours. Putting its money where 
its mouth is, the company has 
introduced the farthest-reaching 
car warranty yet—a six-year anti- 
rust deal that covers all Audi’s 
body panels. 

Corrosion protection is certainly 
extensive. The entire body— 
including all cavities inside stress- 
bearing chassis members—is 
electrophoretically coated in anti- 
corrosive primer paint. Zinc- 
emulsion paint is also applied to 
the areas under the greatest threat 
of corrosion. All hollow box- 
sections are then sealed and the 
entire underbody and wheelarches 
coated with pve. 

With 14,000 miles on our test car, 
the only rust visible was on the 
road wheels—presumably not 
covered by the warranty. Audi 
paintwork is very good indeed. 


How safe 

There was less of the unnerving 
free pedal travel in the test 
Avant’s brakes than we have seen 
in other VW/Audis, and other 
brake changes have also been 
made for the better. Servo- 
assistance now builds up more 
gradually, enabling easy stops 
without a slide: a 97% efficient 
stop for 80lb pedal pressure is 
good. Brake fade is well con- 
trolled, but seven stops to dry the 
discs and drums after a soaking 
are far too many. 

Because Audi anticipated 
(wrongly) the tightening of US 
safety regulations, the Avant is 
one of the few cars now able to 
pass the 40mph_ solid-barrier 
crash test—thanks to two square- 
section tubes at the front that are 
designed to concertina evenly ina 
shunt. Strong pillars also take the 
Avant’s roll-over safety features 
well beyond current American 
requirements. 

Interior padding looks good, 
too, apart from shortcomings in 
roof padding—behind the visors, 
for example. The petrol tank is 
tucked safely in front of the rear 
axle, head restraints are standard, 
and the windscreen is laminated 
as well as being tinted a restful 
bronze. 

Pressed to the limits of its tyres’ 
adhesion, the Avant’s tail only 
threatens to overtake its nose. 
All that really happens is that 
the car runs gently wider as 
cornering speeds increase, and 
backing off the throttle when 
halfway round a bend produces 
nothing more dramatic than a safe 


AUDI 100 AVANT GL5S 


Front engine: 2144cc/5cyl, OHC (belt); 
one twin-venturi multi-jet carb; 115bhp at 
550rpm 

Front drive: 4 gears; 18.9mph/1000rpm 
Suspension: front—ind MacPherson 
damper/struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar; 
rear—torsion-beam dead axle, trailing arms, 
coil springs, Panhard rod 

Steering: rack and pinion, 4$ turns/35{ft 
circle; 54 J wheels, 165SR 14 radials 
Brakes: servoed discs front/drums rear 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £107.79 (fitting 3.2hr) 

exhaust £101.92 (1.1hr) 

headlamp unit £77.91 (O.5hr) 

front bumper £57.71 (0.4hr) 

laminated windscreen £134.04 (3.15hr) 


oil filter and points £4.97 (O.6hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2.5hr) 


: per year per mile 
Running costs £913.76 7.61p 
Loss of value £485 4.04p 
Total depreciation £1630 13.58p 
Insurance group 7 
HOW IT COMPARES 
Audi 100 Avant GL5S 
Opel Rekord Berlina 
BMW 520 
Austin Morris Princess 2 2200HL 
Renault 20TS 
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PERFORMANCE 
3699.5 97,9. 11:3. 15,1 


3 40 50) 60 70 
Acceleration through gears from rest (sec) 


Maximum speeds 
in gears 


max engine speed 
used 6200rpm; 
max in top 5725rpm; 


90 Handbrake 30% 


80 + Ae ximum gradient 
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LOR ZOMG SO 40850260" 7.0) (80 25908100 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls 
within central zane—above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 


FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 
overall consumption 263mpg 
effective tank range 300 miles/1 1+gal 


Normal range of consumption 
short Journey, suburban 19mpg 
hard driving, heaw traffic 22mpg 
mixed roads—brisk, 50mph cruising 26mpg 
motorway—7Omph cruising 273mpg 
quiet rural—40Omph cruising 3impg 
Consumption at steady speeds 
30mph 423mpg 
56mph 334mMpg 
7Omph 272mpg 
max mph 172m 
SAFETY CHECKS 0 = factory fitted option 
steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 


standing 4 mile (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
18.5sec _45Ib at start; 42Ib in constant use; 55ib in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
Watersplash 60lb at first, 7 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? O load sensitive? Yes 
FUEL MAXIMUM 30—50MPH OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED O0-60MPH IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM  TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) (SEC) (SEC) (% g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
7319 2144 263 108 11.3 10.7 97/80 15’ 03” 421 391 43/351 
5809 eis) 28 104 1222 E1G2 100/55 Reg Ue 403 414 44/34 
7983 1990 244 109 ae, ides) 90/40 [deed 394 40 41/33 
5482 2227 274 103 13.8 10.4 97/45 14! 74" 41 424 1/37 
6339 CIS 294 12.8 10.1 thie OF 423 403 324/374 
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return to the intended course. 
We were pleased to note that the 
steering’s self-centring now seems 
more dependable when emerging 
from tight turns; early Audis had 
a sometimes-embarrassing ten- 
dency to stay on lock. 

The self-stabilising steering and 
braking systems, now common 
to all VW/Audis, should also 
help to keep owners on the 
straight and narrow when one 
tyre hits a greasy patch, or 
deflates. 


How much 

Audi considers it fair that owners 
should pay more to get more. 
Judging by the sales figures, it’s a 
view that earns a lot of support 
in this price bracket. 

The company charges almost 
£300 extra for the fifth door, and 
initial depreciation is expensive, 
too—though we know of owners 
who get round that by keeping 
their cars for several years. 
Insurance reflects parts prices as 
well as pace, and big Audis 
generally are rated as Group 7. 

Our fuel-injected Audi 100 had 
been a thirsty beast, so we were 
keen to see how it would fare with 
a carburettor. Another feature 
new to us was its ‘hedgehog’—a 
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HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 

DRIVE’s verdict on the Audi 100 
Avant GL5S, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price 
and what kind of car it's meant 
to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
SSSSSSS 


FUEL ECONOMY 
GESESOD 


HANDLING/STEERING 
SG00689 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
SESSSSO 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
SESSOOOE 


PASSENGER AIDS 
SEFSI3O0 


DRIVER AIDS 
fOSSEOG 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
S8ESO06G 


RUST RESISTANCE 
SES3SO00 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
SSSOS00G9 
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- shafts, 


spiky heating element in the intake 
manifold that heats up within a 
few seconds of switching on the 
engine in an attempt to reduce 
fuel consumption during the 
thirsty warm-up period. 

It didn’t quite meet Audi’s claim 
of a 30% saving. In short-journey 
use the Avant is surprisingly 
greedy, slurping a gallon of fuel 
every 19 miles. Our Avant was 
2-3mpg_ thirstier overall than 
Audi’s_ old, excellent —_four- 
cylinder model—but remember- 
ing that the Avant thrives on a 
diet of 2-star helps narrow the 
financial deficit to the equivalent 
of Impg. This just about justifies 
the other half of Audi’s claim: 
‘. .. drinks like a four’-—but the 
class leader among the sixes is still 
the Austin Morris Princess 2200. 

We advise owners of fuel-injected 
Audis to leave maintenance to 
the experts, but with the carburet- 
tor version, DIY mechanics will 
be able to tackle many of the 
routine jobs. A full service is 
required only once a year, or 
every 10,000 miles, with an oil 
change and visual check at the 
halfway mark. The chassis, sus- 
pension components, __drive- 
wheelbearings, . steering 
and gearbox require no main- 
tenance at all. 


Verdict 

The original four-cylinder Audi 
100 earned an unusual reputation 
for performance with economy— 
odd virtures to find in a safety- 
orientated luxury car. Sales 
figures, too, were abnormal for 
this end of the market, with Audi 
selling 800,000 cars. 

And if Audi had worries that the 
world might find its compromise of 
five cylinders odd, too, well . . . it 
can now laugh its way to the bank. 
In just two years, 75,000 five- 
cylinder cars have found appreci- 
ative drivers— DRIVE included. 

The five-door treatment has 
done no harm to the 100, either. 
Almost half of the potential Audi 
customers asked said that they’d 
like the fifth door facility. So the 
100 Avant is a first-class passenger 
express that can haul like a goods 
train when needed. 

Yet another happy compromise. 


kerbweight 23¢cwt 
overall length 15ft O2in: 
overall width 5ft 9in 
overall height 4ft 62in 


fife 
The \ 
Germany’s answer to the Rover 
2600 could hardly fail to impress 
our Everyman team, though not 
everyone had stars in their eyes for 
the big Audi. 

‘I think it was a very well-finished 
car,’ said Claire Parker. ‘The lug- 
gage compartment is massive with 
the rear seat down, and even with 
the seat in position I could easily 
get my two dogs in. The only 
criticism I have of its handling is 
that it’s much too heavy. It was 
nice on the motorway, but if I had 
to steer it through London, it 
would wear me out. It was happy 
at low speeds, and it was quiet; 
and when you want to get a move on 
it also has a nice, sporty feel. 
I don’t think the price is too high, 
but it isn’t my sort of car.’ 

‘I liked the shape of the car,’ said 

Graham Sparkes. ‘It follows the 
same style as the Passat. The 
finish was good, and so was the 
paintwork; I had a look under- 
neath and I was impressed there, 
too. I found the driving position 
was difficult because the clutch 
pedal’s travel was very long. I 
needed to sit well forward to push 
it down. If the steering had been 
adjustable for rake, it could have 
been better, too. The brakes felt 
so spongy that, if mine were like 
that, I’d bleed them; but I liked 
the way the Avant soaked up rough 
road bumps. The oil temperature 
gauge is very useful, too, for the 
many owners who want to tow a 
caravan.’ 
VW Golf owner Ron Daly admit- 
ted a bias to the Audi breed. ‘It’s 
so big you could have a party in it. 
I liked its performance—quiet and 
effortless—and it sat on the road 
well. I sat in it as a passenger when 
Graham drove over a row of pot- 
holes, and I didn’t feel a thing. I 
had trouble only with the gear 
change—there was a lurch every 
time I changed gear. I did find 
the steering heavy, though I could 
live with it, but I’d expect a near- 
side mirror—surely Audi need not 
be so mean? But isn’t it well put 
together? No rattles or creaks. 
Come back in 20 years’ time, and 
Ill be driving something like the 
Avant.’ 

DRIVE car tester Bob Oxford 
comments: ‘I sympathise with 
Claire’s reaction to the heavy 
steering, but, having driven a 
power-assisted version, I can say 
that I prefer the test car’s ability 
to tell me what the front wheels 
are doing.’ 
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CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


Contraction 
pains 


First in a new series of columns by 
ANTHEA WORSDALL, a 33-year-old 
solicitor who, until last year, was 
legal adviser to the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders 
DAVID GREEN was feeling pleased as 
he drove home. He had just ordered 
his new car from a local dealer, and 
had somehow managed to pay the 
deposit. With a bit of luck, he would 
take delivery in time for the family’s 
holiday in Cornwall. 

His happy mood was shortlived. As 
David turned the corner into his 
road, he saw smoke coming from 
his kitchen window . .. The chip pan 
had caught fire, and the newly 


decorated kitchen was ruined. It 
wouldn't have been so bad if the 
house hadn't been under-insured, so 
he was forced to agsee with his wife 
that the new car would have to wait 
until they could find the cash to 
refurnish the kitchen. 

The car salesman was very sympa- 
thetic—but unmoved: ‘No, I’msorry, 
but there’s no way you can cancel 
and get your deposit back. As you've 
signed the contract you have to have 
the car.’ 

Unfortunately for David, the sales- 
man was absolutely right. The order 
form he had signed was a legally 
binding contract, and he couldn't get 
out of it simply because he'd changed 
his mind—however good the reason. 

Experience has taught car dealers 
to phrase their new-car contracts 
carefully, but even so the customer 
can sometimes win. If the dealer 
agreed a specific price—with no 
provision for a price increase—and 
a fixed delivery date, the lucky buyer 
has no problem. The contract can 
be cancelled after the delivery date 
has passed, and any deposit paid can 
be recovered because of the dealer's 
breach of contract in failing to deliver 


the new car on time. What’s more, 
if the contract contained no provision 
for a price increase, the dealer would 
be bound to sell the car at the price 
originally agreed—despite any sub- 
sequent increase. 

Most dealers, however, will insist 
on the customer signing a standard 
new-car order form, which will pro- 
tect the dealer in this situation. It is 
very likely, for example, that no 
delivery date will have been entered 
on the form—regardiess of what the 
salesman may have said. It will prob- 
ably quote delivery as being ‘as soon 
as possible’, or words to that effect. 

This makes the legal position 
unclear as, though the law provides 
that goods must be delivered within 
a reasonable time, there is obviously 
room for argument as to what is 
reasonable. It is likely to depend on 
the sort of car involved, its specifica- 
tion and any special features, as well 
as the length of time that the order 
has been outstanding. If the delay is 
unreasonable, then the order can be 
cancelled and the deposit recovered. 

The salesman may have been more 
forthcoming about a delivery date 
during his sales talk than when he 


actually filled in the order form. 
Unfortunately, proving what he said 
is always difficult, and it could also 
be difficult to prove that anything 
said formed part of the contract. It 
might be possible to claim that the 
promise of a delivery date was a 
misrepresentation, which might 
entitle the customer to cancel with- 
out waiting for an ‘unreasonable’ 
delay. But a court is unlikely to have 
much sympathy for a customer who 
claims that he believed a promised 
delivery date of six weeks, when he 
later signed an order form providing 
for delivery ‘as soon as possible’. 
Price increases are more straight- 
forward. The motor industry code 
of practice requires that new-car 
order forms should show clearly the 
price to be paid. Many dealers’ order 
forms will then go on to provide that 
the price quoted is subject to any 
increase coming into effect before 
the delivery date, and that the custo- 
mer will be notified of the increase 
and will then have the option of 
cancelling his order within a certain 
period. If it is not cancelled, or if the 
form contains no cancellation option, 
then the customer has to pay up. 


INSURANCE 
Your |. 
responsibility 


HOW WOULD most drivers react to the 


news that their insurance companies 
do them a favour once every year? 


Probably, the gales of laughter 
would vary in proportion to the size 
of their renewal premiums. Yet it’s 
precisely at renewal time that the 
motor insurers do their clients a 
favour, for, surprisingly, there is no 
legal obligation on the companies to 
jog their drivers’ memories. 

It's the responsibility of the 
motorist—and no one_ else—to 
ensure that he is properly insured 
whenever he drives, and forgetting 
the renewal date, ignoring a 
reminder—or even failing to receive 
it—will cut no ice with the police. 

Postal communications have been 
known to go astray, and policy- 
holders can forget to advise their 
insurers of a change of address. In 
the case of such genuine oversights, 
most insurers will accept a premium 
tendered as soon as practically pos- 
sible, and may even be willing to 
handle a claim arising during the 
uninsured period. There are, how- 
ever, circumstances in which the 
insurance companies may justifiably 
be less tolerant: when, for example, 
a motorist relies on one company’s 
temporary cover certificate while 
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negotiating for cheaper insurance 
elsewhere. Temporary cover given 
on a renewal reminder operates only 
on the understanding that the policy 
will be renewed—a lesson learnt 
the hard way by one driver. 

It was the size of the renewal 
premium for his Citroen CX Safari 
that sent Surrey antiques dealer 
David Morris round to see an 
insurance broker friend. After mul- 
ling over his advice for a couple of 
days, Morris posted the broker a 
signed proposal form and cheque for 
a far cheaper policy, and drove off— 
into the back of a lorry. 

Confident that the last few days of 
his old company’s renewal reminder 
cover would protect him, Morris 
sent in a claim, only to discover 
that nobody wanted to know. His 
former insurers denied liability, and 
his new company had not yet told 
him that his proposal had been 
accepted. The repair bills for his 
estate and the lorry were an 
expensive way of discovering that 
changes of policy should be com- 
pleted well before the expiry date. 
Whether renewing or changing 
your policy, it is also worth 
double-checking the details of the 
risks that you've told your insurers 
about. These, too, are entirely your 


your peril. It’s the duty of the 
applicant to disclose all facts that 
could influence an insurer in decid- 
ing whether or not to accept his 
proposal, and his signature warrants 
the truth of the answers on the form. 

Both proposal forms and renewal 
notices should now-contain warn- 
ings about the duty of disclosure, in 
the hope of preventing horror stories 
such as the one about the man who 
left it to the salesman to tax and 
insure his new Car. 

When the car was written-off in an 
accident, shortly afterwards, the 


owner revealed on his claim form 
that he had a_ two-year-old 


conviction for dangerous driving. It 
wasn't mentioned in the proposal 
form simply because the salesman 
had not asked him. That omission 
cost him a new car, for the insurer 
rejected his claim on the grounds of 


non-disclosure. 

There was no excuse, because he 
had not troubled even to read and 
check what the salesman had 
written before signing the form, 
thereby ignoring his personal 
responsibility—and he paid the 
price. RONALD BEALE 


From all good bookshops 


and AA Service Centres 
(or telephone mail order) 


GO GUIDED! 
With the 1980 edition of 


44] Camping & Caravanning 
in Britain 
Available now, price £2.50 


AA Members £2.25 (+25p P&P by Mail Order) 
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Your starter for 25% off— 
the Piranha contactless ignition 
system. Below is a Piranha-equipped 
distributor. Below right: a 
diagnostic check is recommended. 


Save £11 


Winner on points 


THERE ARE few things more frustrating than an engine that won’t start. 
And, according to the AA, nearly 25% of all breakdown call-outs in 
winter are to members with ignition problems. 


So our Special Offer of a Piranha contactless electronic ignition system | 


couldn’t be more timely. For, once fitted, it will eliminate troublesome 
contact points and their condenser—common causes of starting 
troubles. And that’s not all: it will improve your car’s fuel consumption 
towards the end of the period between services, simply because it 
ensures that the engine stays in tune. It also increases reliability, and is 
maintenance-free. 

The Piranha system carries the AA’s Seal of Approval, and it can be 
yours for £11 off the recommended retail price of £45.43 (including 
VAT) by completing the DRIVE Special Offer coupon below and handing 
it to any dealer on the list opposite. The system is guaranteed for two 
years or 100,000 miles—whichever is the earlier. 

Fitting, diagnostic check and any necessary adjustments carried out by 
a listed dealer are extra. 
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DRIVE Piranha Contactless Electronic Ignition Offer 


In presenting this completed coupon to a Piranha fitting and service agent, | confirm that 
| have received the allowance of £11 off the full recommended retail price of £45.43 
(VAT included) against the purchase of one Piranha contactless electronic ignition system. 


Customer's name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 


Address 


Telephone 


Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member’ 


Name of Piranha fitting and service agent 


(Offer closes 16 February 1980) 
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Piranha approved fitting 
and service stockists: 


LONDON & HOME COUNTIES 
Aylesbury, Bucks The Aylesbury 
Tappet, 48 Buckingham Street. 

Tel. 85359 

Basingstoke, Hants: Barnes 
Wallace Accessories, 2 Insley Clo., 
Kingsmill Rd. Tel. 53887 
Bracknell, Berks: Autocross 
(Bracknell), Broad Lane. Tel. 22220 
Bromley, Kent: Downham Auto 
Spares, 446 Bromley Road, 
Downham. 01-697 4419 

J.W. Speedparts, Jack Whitehead 
Ltd., Southlands Road Garage, 
249 Southlands Road. 01-460 7382 
Chelmsford, Essex: Tricentrol 
Limited, Robjohns Road, Widford 
Industrial Est., Chelmsford 64111 
Chiddingfold, Surrey: Manns 
Garage Ltd., Petworth Rd., Wormley 
2263 

Epsom, Surrey: Allam Motor 
Services, 48 Upper High Street. 
Tel. 25920 

Gillingham, Kent: The Drive In 
(Silencers) Ltd., 178 Rainham Road. 
Tel. Medway 51955 

Kidlington, Oxon: Hartwells of 
Oxford Limited, Oxford Rd., 
Kidlington 4363 

Kingston, Surrey: V. W. Derrington 
Ltd., 63 Alfred Rd. 01-546 5621 
London N8: Turnpike Motors, 20a 
High Street, Hornsey. 01-348 1246 
London NW2: Chris Montague 
Carb Co,, 380 Finchley Rd., 

01-794 7766 

London W8: Macedo Motors, 
14—16 Pembroke Mews. 

01-937 4090 — 

Mitcham, Surrey: Mitcham Motors, 
472 London Road. 01-648 3865 
North Benfleet, Essex: Mowatt 
Motor Engineers, Pound Lane. 

Tel. Basildon 726225 

North Weald, Essex: King’s Head 
Garage, High Road. Tel. 2545 
Reading, Berks: Autotune, - 

18 Tower Close, Emimergreen. 

Tel. 479781 

Romford, Essex: Trio Auto Services 
(Romford) Ltd., 91 Albert Road. 

Tel. 62369 

South Harrow, Middx: Alfista 
Motors Ltd., 10 and 13 The Viaduct, 
Sherwood Road, 01-422 4594 
Stevenage, Herts: Tucker-Peake 
Cars, High Street. Tel. 54361 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Mddx: 
Wheelspin Sunbury, 29 Staines 
Road West. Tel. 89186 

Woking, Surrey: Boundary Garage, 
161 Goldsworth Road. Tel. 73539 


MIDLANDS 

Birmingham: Lawrence's Garage, 
Wilton Street, Lozells. 

021-554 3018 

Brierley Hill, W. Midlands: Aldon 
Automotive, Breener Ind. Est., 
Station Dr., Off Brettell Lane. 

Tel. 78508 

Coventry: C. & E. Motors Ltd., 
200 Fletchamstead PIGey 

Tel. 77222 

Leicester: Roberts & Brooks 1309 
Melton Rd., Syston. Tel. Leicester 
609966 

Nottingham: Nottingham Rd. 
Service Station, Nottingham Rd., 
Basford. Tel. Nottingham 701457 
Wellingborough, Northants: York 
Ward & Rowlett, Oxford Rd. 

Tel. 222403 


EASTERN COUNTIES | 
Cambridge: Aylestone Auto Electric, 


Aylestone Rd. Tel. 358096 


East Dereham, Norfolk: Autocare, 


ra 


. | Gloucester; Motorworthy  Ltd., 


Tel. 31867 


Michelgate. Tel. 24017 


| Services Ltd., 73a Lakefield eae 
| Mold, Clwyd: Lewis & Hall 


Yard, Ponterwyl. Tel. 56784 


: SCOTLAND 
| Edinburgh: Motorspeed bisaboiors 
| Ltd., 10 Brandon Terrace. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


29 Quebec Street. Tel. E. Dereham 
5651 

King’s Lynn, Norfolk: John Brundle 
(Motors) Ltd., Fourways Garage, 
Tottenhill. Tel. King’s Lynn 810406 
Spalding, Lincs: Neil Brown 
Engineering Ltd., Branton Bridge, 
Bourne Road, Spalding. Tel. 3052 


WEST OF ENGLAND 

Bristol, Avon: Hoopers of Bristol 
Ltd., 1 Maypole Square, Church 
Road, Hanham, Bristol. Tel. 676563 


Performance Centre, 58 Kingsholm 
Road. Tel. 20784 

Salisbury, Wilts: Janspeed _ 
Engineering Ltd., Southampton Road. 
Tel. 6955 

Swindon, Wilts: Martin Whale 
Engineering, Kiln Lane, Cheney — 
Manor. Tel. 37181 

Upwey, Dorset: Wey Valley Service 
Station, 680 Dorchester Road. 

Tel. 2683 _ 

Warminster, Wilts: Rally & Tuning, 
Meadow End, Kitmington. Tel. 
Maiden Bradley 391 


THE NORTH ‘ 
Blackburn, Lancs: Dynec Ltd., 
ee House, Freckleton Street. 
|. 50071 
oy oe Manchester: Rally 
Equipe, Bolton Street, Bury. 
061-761 1178 
Hull, Humberside: Jordan & Co., 
(Hull) Ltd., Witham. Tel. Hull 24131 | 
Kirkbymoorside, Yorks: C.C. 
Racing Developments, West End. 


North Shields, Tyne and Wear: 
Pringles, 76-78 Church Way. : 
Tel. 72365 

Norton, Cleveland: Dixon & Roy, 
Billingham Road, Norton. Tel. 
Stockton-on-Tees 551541 
Sheffield, Yorks: Heeley Bridge 
Garage, Broadfield Road. Tel. 52404 
Southport, Merseyside: Central 
Tyre Stores, Wright Street. 

Tel. 31777 

Stockport, Gtr. Manchester: 
Robell Cars, 257 London Road, 
Hazel Grove. 061-483 2283 
Warrington, Cheshire: Howley 
Racing, Winwick Road. Tel. 36959 
York: Motorist Mecca, 148 


WALES ; 

Abergele, Clwyd: Slaters of 
Abergele Limited. Tel. 822021 
Llanelli: Lakefield Auto Electrical 


Tel. 22736 
Engineering Services, Brannons 


Newport, Gwent: Supertune, : 
57a Lower Dock Street. Tel. 58309 
Swansea, W. Glam: Zenith Motor 
Factors, 2 King Edward Road. 

Tel. Swansea 462124 


031-556 3507 

Glasgow: T. and S. Liddell Ltd., 
Fairview Garage, Main Street, 
Milngavie. 041-956 2255 
Stirling: D.R.E. Racewear and 
Accessories Ltd,, 70 Port Street. 
Tel. 6203) A 


Belfast: Motor & Sport Limited, Sep 
15 tien Box Tel. 2a887 s 2s 
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GREAT ESCAPES 
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IF | WAS conserving precious energy, 
it certainly wasn't mine. Plodding 
across the hardpacked snow of 
Finnish Lapland on a cross-country 
skiing trek had left me as flat as an 
old inner tube. 

That's one of the problems of find- 
ing a suitable alternative to a petrol- 
powered holiday: the substitutes 
call either for more strength than 
most of us sedentary types possess, 
or for some special skill. 

Sailing suggests itself as the perfect 
answer to the oil crisis—but unless 
you can tell your tacks from your 
gybes, you could end up as | have 


done—clinging half-drowned to an 
upturned dinghy in 100 fathoms. 

And, talking of tack, there is that 
other minimal-energy resource— 
riding: your average horse does 
around 40 miles to a pound of oats 
and a few pints of water. But 
amateur Harvey Smiths beware— 
riding can leave its mark on more 
than your bottom. | still bear the 
scars of a mare that preferred my 
fingers to the sugar that | was 
offering. 

Walking is the simplest answer 
unless, like me, you'd feel as stupid 
in boots, thick socks, anorak and 
rucksack as a well-padded American 
football player in a naturist camp. 

In winter, the choice gets even 
more limited—take up downhill 
skiing and you could end up lying 
around with your leg in plaster. 
Which is why, | suppose, | turned to 
that safer alternative known to 
aficionados as /anglauf, and to us 
beginners as cross-country skiing. 
As an extra precaution | decided on 
Finland to test it out. Experts 
assured me that a flatter snow- 
covered country would be hard to 
find. 

Cross-country there comes in as 
many permutations as the football 
pools: trekking to a different centre 
each day; following a choice of 
marked trails from the same base; 
night skiing by torchlight and treks 
through pine forests or across open 
wastes of snow. 

Instruction in the art is very simple. 


You're shown how to put on the 
skis; how to walk on them without 
tripping yourself or the person in 
front, and how to drink a stiff tot of 
that local firewater, aquavit, without 
collapsing into a snowdrift. At zero- 
minus temperatures, it's an essential 
skill. It also gives you a false sense 
of euphoria—so much so that | felt 
| was in seven-league boots... and 
skied a league too far. It took 
another stiff tot and 12 hours’ sleep 
to revive me. 

After a few days sticking to the 
shorter trails, you acquire an easy 
rhythm that saves energy and 
leaves you with enough strength to 
enjoy that other Finnish footslog— 
dancing. 

Anyone who thinks that Arctic 
Circle nightlife consists of sitting in 
an igloo, waiting for the sun to rise 
next spring, should visit Rovaniemi. 
This modern town, with its neat, 
bright tourist hotels, jumps like a 
Mexican bean as, on winter nights, 
the Finns fling themselves around 
the several dance floors with ‘yolly 
yumping’ joy. 

After the first night, | rarely got to 
bed before 3am. It was the same 
when | moved south to Jyvaskyla, a 
leading ski resort in central Finland. 
It was there | discovered that man’s 
best friend in an energy crisis can 
be his reindeer. 

There’s nothing more cozy than 
riding in a reindeer-drawn sleigh, 
well-covered by warm rugs. There’s 
nothing cheaper than the wild-moss 


fuel, and no driving test more 
peculiar than the one you can take 
if you seriously consider switching 
from your Range Rover or Matra 
Rancho to a reindeer. 

At  Pohtimolampi, 
run a reindeer-driving school for 
tourists. But it’s not the driving 
that proves tricky, as | found out 

. Its getting the beast between 
the shafts. As Mrs Beaton might 
have written, ‘First catch your 
reindeer’. 

A vital part of the test is lassoing 
your reindeer; | all but lassoed the 
instructor instead. But | now carry 
alongside my UK driving licence my 
‘Reindeer Driving Licence No 2024’, 
which entitles me to ‘drive a rein- 
deer sledge in the wilderness and to 
be present among the untamed 
reindeers without escort’. 

The licence’s last paragraph how- 
ever, shows that you can never be 
too careful where energy con- 
servation is concerned: ‘Remember, 
acceleration and high speed increase 
the consumption of “‘fuel”.. .’ 

BILL GLENTON 


they actually 


Twickenham Travel, 22 Church 
Street, Twickenham, Middx, offers 
a week’s cross-country skiing in 
different parts. of Finland from 
around £220, half-board at a good 
hotel. Finlandia Travel, 42 Whitcomb 
Street, London, also has a selection 
of similar arrangements, including 
scheduled flights and stays of up to 
10 days’ skiing. 


CHASLS 


- 


< 
i 
A 
Su 


Faz 


EASY! QUICK! AND 
CLEAN! 


NO NEED TO CRAWL 
UNDER CAR (in most 
cases). Finnigan's Appli- 
cator forces airless spray 
into entire car underbody. 
HEAVY COATING. One gallon 
equivalent to THIRTY aerosols 
at one sixth of cost! 
inspection 


AA indicates no 


rust on visible 
WAXOYL treated 


off-shore’s 
largest Rig 
uses 
. WAXOYL on 
sea. washed 
equipment 


value. 


One of world’s biggest 
OIL COMPANIES says: 


WAXOYL 


for brine 
circulation £ la: 
pipes - 
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WATER OFF MILD STEEL 


HOLDS CAR IN 


SHOWROOM 
CONDITION 


ENTIRELY 


RUST FREE ! 


MEMBERS FUEL PIPES 


EASILY RUSTPROOF CAR IN ¥2. A DAY! 


LIVENS-UP OLDER CARS. Revives ‘tired’ electrical 
insulation. Dispels water in plugs distributor. Instant 
wet weather starting. One coating outlasts engine. Wax 
content lubricates. Saves repairs. Restores trade-in 
Eases 
mechanism. Silences road noise, hidden squeaks and 
rattles. Use coupon now. 


WHY BIG WORLD USERS TRUST WAXOVL RUSTPROOLING 


WAXOYL DOES AS IT SAYS. Kills rust. Users report: 
SWISS GOVT. 
qualities very good’. CITROEN CAR CLUB: ‘Fantastic 
stuff’. BRITISH STEEL CRP'N: ‘Most satisfactory’. 
SWISS AUTO RACING A.G:: 
application. 
MARINE, 
excellent on marine diesel oil tanks’. (Tank bases 
otherwise 
supports). 
indefinitely’. 
‘Application so clean. Entirely satisfied’. ROVER 
SPORTS REG. MEMBER: ‘197,000 miles. No sign of 
Waxoyl penetration’. LEICESTER: ‘On ‘72 Beetle, 


door closure, smooths window 


No mess. 


LAB TESTS: ‘Rust stopping 


‘Clean, easy Seals that 


WESTERLY 
protectian 


No _ after-cleaning’. 
PORTSMOUTH: ‘Waxoyl 


impossible to rustproof, standing on 
MOTOR MAGAZINE: ‘Remains active 


CHRYSLER CENTRE, BASEL: WAXOYL 


MIN. PREPARATION. NO SKILL. NO SPECIAL 
EQUIPMENT. Thin dust layers act as ‘binding’ agent 
FINNIGAN’S APPLICATOR rustproofs wheel-arch in 
only 30 SECS! Forceful airless spray up to 4ft long 
100% EFFECTIVE SWIRLING ACTION and shaped 
nozzle, sprays right into small screw holes. No drilling 


since new; extremely satisfied’. 


NEVER COMPACTS WITH AGE waxoy! 


flexes with vibration, outlasts conventional underbody | 


crack, flake off. Expose metal to air moisture rusting 
Waxoy! actually benefits existing body seals, prolongs 
life. Makes and keeps them soft and supple. As further | 
bonus, Waxoyl re-seals broken areas. Kills invading rust | 
spores. Holds top book price value! | 
| 
I 


apply. Order now, deal direct with an old established 
manufacturing concern, with world wide reputation for 
honesty and fair dealing. Order with every confidence. 


a 
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painted over still leaves devilish rust on the UN 


Waxoyl rustproofs for evermore! Lowers deprecia 


Waxoyl’s rust inhibitor sets it apart from all rival 
systems. Believed to be the most up to date 
(according to world users) because Waxoyl 
polarises on to the metal, prevents electrolysis, 
nalts corrosion. Prevents reactivation! Never 
exhausts itself with time, like chemically 
activetypes used by many rival rustproofers. 
TRADE HOUSES CHARGE UP TO £80 for 
ustooten: mostly for labour. DO-IT-YOUR- 


WHEEL SELF with Waxoyl at only ONE TENTH of cost. 

~ z ARCHES Pay simply for raw materials at manufacturers’ 

poo prices. Save up to 50% on many competitors 
RS nf CO ee materials. Needs no further attention apart from 


30 sec. wheel arch Autumn. check. 

Waxoyl micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble 
tadpoles! ‘Tails’ penetrate oil, grease, mud with 
magnetic speed attracted to metal like dust to LP 
records. With deadly efficiency molecules sink deep 


ORDE 


£1.50 


£1.50 
No waste. 


Tor 


as you've probably observed, often oxidise; 


1000 


is clean, exceptionally easy and quick to 


J pad F fA < 
PWARDS to metal surfaces, despite dedicated polishing. Factory- NEW cars hide 
rust pinpoints within faulty seams, spot-welded joints. Assembly line rivets, bolts, crack paint on 
prefab panels. Rust air damp creeps through thinnest gaps. Grows, spreads, penetrates. Gnaws metal 
Brush-on rust killers can’t restore surface bubbles damage. Every inch of surface rust scraped and 


£10:95 + 
£1.50. 


OFFER: 500m! (.88 pt.) TIN for your trigger 
oil can test behind chrome strips (or brush on 
door edges, free brake linkages, etc). Watch 
Waxoyl chase water off a simple metal strip. 
Quite amazing! Send £1.08 add 62p p/p. 
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<12%% DO-IT-YOURSELF 
<4 RUST PROOFING 
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DER side. Hidden! And deep tn-below corrosion 


weakens suspension, load-bearing members, brake cables, sills, box sections. The very vital spots that 


tion by at least £150 p.a. 


Most up to date rust inhibitor known to science? 


into every minute pore within entire vehicle surface 
Replaces air moisture stops and KILLS iron oxide 
rusting. Tadpole ‘heads’ seal oft metal with 
continuous water-repellent skin. RUSTFREE 
CAR ‘sleeps out’ immune to winter rust havoc 
vicious road salt, rain, mud, slush. Deep within 
metal pores. Waxoyl NEVER STOPS WORKING! 
WAXOYL KILLS rust outright, doesn’t just slow 
it down. Send now. Per return despatch with 
easy, illustrated instructions 

KILLS SUMMER DAMP HAZARDS on wet, 
sticky days. Protects raw metal edges within sills, 
box sections, door panels as_ trapped 
condensation drips into pools of moisture, even in 
garaged car. FORGET CORROSION! 

@ Barclay/Trust card payments accepted (Please 
quote No.) Use 24 hr phone ordering service 


R DIRECT. Personal callers welcome 9 till 4.30 


Mon.-Fri. MINI & 1100 SIZES. 5 litres (1.1 gal.) £5.95 + 


carr. LARGE SALOONS: 10 litres (2.2 gal.) 
£1.50 20 litres (4.4 gal.). DRUM £19.50 + 

60 litres £55.60 + £1.50 carr. 45 gal, £180 + 
carr. Finnigan's Applicator £2.08 + 34p p/p. TRIAL 


TeiAL 


INNIGAN’S LTD (D.R.W.) Eltringham Works, 9) 
PRUDHOE, Northumberland. Ph. 0661 32411 l 
Rush my order shown (please tick box) | 
Slitres Chq/PO/MO/cashf£ | 
10 litres i 

20 litres Name 
60 litres Block Caps | 
45gal. Address | 
L_] Applicator | 

L_| Trial Offer 


L_ —. — Regd Office 354 180 (London) cer ees | 
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F ALL motorcycles appear to 

be the same to you, you must 
be a car driver. The differences 
may be more subtle than they are 
between. a family saloon and a 
luxury limo, a sensible estate anda 
West-Ken safari wagon, but they 
do exist, all the same. 

There are café-racers, luxury 
tourers, utility jobs, trail bikes, 
and, coming to your local High 
Street shortly, the new American 
boulevard cruiser, with its fat 
tyres, sculpted seats and high 
handlebars. 

Right now, the darling of 
younger two-wheeler fans is the 
street enduro bike . . . trail bike, 
to you. Still puzzled? Well, it’s 
another American import, the 
ideal machine for following 
meandering cow trails through 
the Wild West. Inevitably, it’s 
now the bike to be seen on, having 
evolved from a mild-mannered, 
hill-billy plodder to a sharp city- 
slicker that can also compete in 
the bike world’s equivalent of 
tough, long-distance, car-rallying- 
cum-autocross—the enduro 
event. 

An enduro machine has to com- 
bine the agility of a trials bike 
with the power of a moto-crosser 
and the long-distance comfort of 
a touring road machine—all this 
and comply with the normal legal 
requirements for  road-going 
motorcycles. It seems a tall order, 
but ruthless development has 
produced one of motorcycling’s 
most-versatile machines. And 
what better than such a chunky 
lump of functional machismo, 
with competition-proved glamour, 
and practicality, to grab the bike- 
buying public’s imagination? 

Enduros are exactly the sort of 
machine that a son, or daughter, 
would want for their first bike, so 
readon... 


BSA 125/6 Tracker 
Price £623 
WHETHER OR NOT you like motor- 
cycles, seeing the name BSA at 
the head of a new-bike report can 
only be good news. 

Japanese, Italian, Spanish, 
French, West and East German, 
Austrian, Dutch, Belgian, Portu- 


guese . . . and just about every 
other nation’s bikes, have 
managed to earn a lot of money. 
NVT, however, lacked the 


cachet needed for sales, so the 
company has revived its proudest 
brand name—BSA. 

We borrowed a 123cc ‘Beezer’ 
Tracker (there’s a 175Scc version, 
too) and played enduro-riding for 
an afternoon. We rediscovered 
a long-forgotten streak of care- 
free, teenage fun, and came away 
thankful that an acorn that fell 
from the once-mighty branch 
of Britain’s bike industry has 
grown to do so well. 

Cynics could point out that all 


the bike’s major parts are 
imported. The engine comes from 
Yamaha of Japan, and the frame, 
suspension and wheels from Italy, 
but how else can a new company 
start from scratch? While the 
Tracker’s engine and transmission 
is similar to Yamaha’s DT125 
Trail, the BSA omits its electric 
starter in favour of a kickstart 
unit to keep things simple—and 
the price down. Fascinatingly, the 
outer engine covers are now made 
from plastic because they have 
proved to be tougher than the old 
cast-aluminium ones. 

Starting the reed-valve-aspirated 
two-stroke is conventional, and 
it’s simple for the dedicated off- 
roader (or clumsy novice who’s 
likely to panic-stall in heavy 
traffic) to re-start even with the 
bike in gear—as long as the 
clutch lever is pulled in! If only 
all kickstart bikes could do the 
same's.-. 

A six-speed gearbox is un- 
doubtedly a big plus in the minds 
of bike-mad youngsters and sales- 
men alike, but for sensible road- 
work, its demands for constant 
cog-swopping allow the rider no 
relaxation. Off-road, though, the 
seemingly endless variety of ratios 
are a sure-fire warranty against 
deep-mud or steep-incline stalls. 
Yet this is where the Beezer fails. 

Whereas Yamaha’s snazzy little 
road-runner has enough enduro 
pretentions to make it fun off the 
road, too, the Beezer is too much 
of an off-road machine for 
general use. It goes almost with- 
out saying that, at its price, it 
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could never hope to succeed in 
any form of sporting competition, 
either. Can you imagine trying to 
mend a puncture without a centre 
stand on which to balance the one- 
wheeled machine? Impossible, 
unless you rest the bike on its side 
and risk draining petrol, oil and 
battery acid. Yet the Tracker has 
nocentrestand... 

Its mudguards might guard 
against mud, but they certainly 
don’t against water. There’s also 
a hole in the top of the tough, 
rubber headlamp where the wiring 
harness enters—and that’s where 
rain goes, too, right inside the 
reflector. Worst of all, though, is 
the competition-sized, 2lin front 
wheel with its square-studded 
Pirelli trials tyre. Its instability 
during fast cornering, as it teeters 
on the edge of unbuttressed studs, 
is unnerving—and, in the hands 
of a novice, unsafe. In wet 
weather it also suffers the lack of 
tarmac adhesion common to all 
of its kind, being designed for 
nothing more than traction in soft 
mud. As no road tyres are easily 
available over 19in diameter, the 
problem cannot be solved by a 
quick tyre change. 

In all other respects, the Tracker 
is grand: a fine set of brakes, 
crash-protected indicators; a 
competition-style seat just big 
enough for two teenage bottoms; 
a very useful luggage carrier, 
complete with pillion grab-rail; 
and some very functional handle- 
bar switchgear. As far as construc- 
tion goes, everything appears to 
be simple, well-made, and robust, 


HOW THEY BSA 125/6 YAMAHA DT100 
MEASURE UP TRACKER TRAIL 
Engine Air-cooled, reed-valve Air-cooled, reed-valve 
2-stroke single 2-stroke single 
Capacity iPr 97,0G 
Output 13bhp at 7500rpm 10bhp at 7500rpm 
Transmission 6-speed, exposed chain 5-speed, exposed chain 
Kerbweight 217\b 225l|b 
seat height 33in 30in 
max width 35in (handlebars) 31in (handlebars) 
max length 784in 753in 
Fuel tank 1gal/79 miles 14gal/90 miles 
plus 2pt reserve plus gal reserve 
Mpg—overall 82mpg 81mpg 
quiet use 90mpg 90mpg 
suburban use 84mpg 844mpg 
brisk use 794mpg 74impg* 
hard use 7 1mpg 74impg* 
Performance—max (upright) 64mph 56mph 
O-—5Omph 17sec 18.9sec 
30—50mph (top) 13.2sec 14.7sec 
Warranty 6 months/4000 miles 6 months/10,000 miles 


parts and labour 


parts and labour 


*The modest power of the DT100 dictated that any speed more than 45mph was brisk and hard 
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and the finish is equal to any 
imported machine’s. 

On a dry road, the bike is a 
winner—proved by the manner 
in which it whizzed our | 24st tester 
and a weekend’s luggage from 
Hampshire to mid-Wales at legal 
speeds all the way. Riding hard 
like this returns 7Ompg exactly— 
a problem on long trips as the tank 
holds only Igal of 2-star petrol. 
Its best cruising speed is a quiet, 
and economical 50—S5mph. 

Apart from a seat that’s obvious- 
ly intended for young sit-upons, 
and the unnerving tyre behaviour 
during fast cornering, comfort 
and roadholding are magnificent. 
Credit here to its good riding 
position and superb suspension. 
The rear wheel is unusually 
sprung, being anchored inside a 
fully triangulated, pivoting fork. 
One point clamps the wheel in 
place, another provides the pivot 
point, and the top one is attached 
to the rear end of the horizontally 
mounted suspension unit that lies 
under the fuel tank. This is why 
the tank’s capacity is so restrictéd. 


Anyone buying the Tracker would 
have a British bike to be proud of. 
It might not be wholly practical, 
but it is terrific fun, looks the part, 
is well made, and has the backing 
of a nationwide dealer network. 
DRIVE’s testers felt that, if their 
sons or daughters wanted a first 
motorcycle, then this could be a 
happy choice. 

But nagging doubts about the 
front tyre’s wet-weather grip 
wouldn’t disappear overnight. 


Yamaha DT100 Trail 

Price £540 

YAMAHA TAKES SECOND place 
only to Honda in America’s 
motorcycle market—a_ position 
won purely on the strength of its 
off-road machines. Whether you 
want to trials-ride, race knee-to- 
elbow in moto-cross, or fume 
across deserts from one smoking 
pyre of tyres to another, there’s a 
Yamaha to fit your bill. 

One of the models that Yamaha 
uses to woo the would-be off-road 
bike ace is the DT100 Trail. You 
could be forgiven for thinking it’s 
identical to the BSA Tracker, 
especially as the engine is similar 
but for the loss of 26cc and 
different outer-cover castings. 
In practice, the Yamaha differs 
in almost every respect. All it has 
in common with the BSA is the 
strange lack of a stand—and, as 
it is clearly aimed at the aspiring 
trailers’ market, this is an. un- 
fortunate omission. 

Despite the fact that the Trail 
weighs more than the Tracker, 
its compact dimensions and low 
seat, plus very light handling 
characteristics, give it the 
manageability of a bicycle. All 
controls conform to _ proper 
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motorcycle layout, but it lacks 
the punch of a 125cc machine, 
such as the BSA. It’s amazing 
what effect a 20% drop in engine 
size can have. Even ridden flat- 
out, the rider has little chance of 
exceeding SSmph, worthwhile 
acceleration fades out at 5Omph, 
and only its initial spurt to 20mph 
can keep it ahead of the average 
family car from standstill. But, 
for all that, there is quite enough 
performance to satisfy a novice 
rider, and to keep him or her 
safely up with the traffic flow. 

As with most Japanese machines, 
the Yamaha’s finish exceeds its 
constructional quality. It is a 
pretty little machine, with some 
apparently sensible steel mud- 
guards instead of plastic ones 
like the BSA’s. The trouble is that, 
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while the BSA’s guards are un- 
breakable (in normal usage), the 
Yamaha’s are fussily fastened to 
the front by an array of stays, 
rubber mounts and ticky-tacky 
spot welds. And the forks, frame 
and rear suspension are un- 
deniably ‘little bike’ quality— 
adequate rather than robust. 

When pushed hard through 
corners, the DT100 can be made 
to yaw on its inadequately 
damped suspension. Though it is 
unsettling, this is by no means 
unsafe, and it does provide an 
excellent warning of its fast- 
approaching cornering limit. 

Considering that its engine is 
only twice the size of a moped’s, 
the DTI100’s_ performance is 
astonishing. The best of it is, 
Yamaha has favoured useful, low- 


engine-speed torque by sacrificing 
only a few mph at the top end of 
the power scale. 

It goes without saying that 
engine revs have to be kept sing- 
ing in such a little engine, but it’s 
not a chore. There is no narrow 
power range to be maintained at 
all costs while hill climbing, for 
example, and pulling away 


from traffic lights with a pillion. 


passenger requires no screaming 
build-up of revs on a wildly 
slipping clutch. Instead, accelera- 
tion through the gears needs only 
modest revs, and cruising at 
30mph through town in top gear 
is a wholly practical, and very 
pleasant, way of getting around. 
While on the subject of pillion 
riding, it should be pointed out 
that this can only be accomplished 


by a slim young couple whose 
primary objective in life is to sit 
squashed close together. 

Probably the best bonus of the 
DT100 is its sensible 19in front 
wheel. Off-road buffs should 
calm down at this juncture and 
accept the fact that no more than 
10% of trail bikes and street 
enduro machines are ever used in 
the rough; the rest spend their 
entire lives wearing-out their 
knobbly tyres on tarmacadam. 
For this very reason, they might 
just as well be equipped with a 
set of good, safe road tyres, and 
these the little Yamaha will accept 
perfectly, front and rear. 

Night-time riding is catered for 
by a small headlamp powered 
directly from the little crankshaft- 
mounted generator. It’s enough 
for 50mph in safety, but no more 
—and much the same criticism 
applies to the BSA, too. In both 
cases, the battery is a concession 
to horn, turn signals and parking 
lights only. 

Braking on the DTIOO is by a 
couple of 54in drums. Solo, the 
front brake can cope with any- 
thing, but, when the pillion’s 
occupied, one hard stop, or 
continual use, can cause it to fade. 

Probably the most infuriating 
aspect of the machine, at least 
in the experience of the unfortun- 
ate tester concerned, is the 
inadequate chain guard. It Jooks 
as though its insufficient length 
might be dangerous, though it 
probably is not, because the rear 
suspension unit helps guard the 
pillion rider’s ankle. But the short 
guard does allow a spray of dirty 
oil to fling up, which ruined our 
unwary tester’s anorak and shirt. 

Fuel costs vary only slightly 
between the two machines, but 
there is always the cost of insur- 
ance, and in this respect the 
smaller Yamaha beats the BSA. 
We obtained the following fully- 
comprehensive quotes for a hypo- 
thetical 17-year-old. High-risk big 
city: Yamaha, £195; BSA, £246. 
Rural area: Yamaha, £165, BSA, 
£195. That’s a saving of 61° and 
664% respectively—or, if you like, 
£3 and £2.50 for every week ofa 
year’s insurance. That’s approxi- 
mately half of what an enduro 
buyer would pay in weekly hire- 
purchase payments over two 
years. So, as we suggested when 
comparing a 200cc machine witha 
250ce (last issue), do you really 
need that little bit more power? 


Yamaha probably has more experi- 
ence than any other maker in 
building motorcycles that are 
attractive for youngsters to ride, 
offer all the ‘goodies’ of their big- 
brothers, and still provide the sen- 
sible attributes of a proper roadster. 

Pity about that chain guard’s 
dirty trick, and the lack of a centre 
stand... DAVE MINTON | 
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| Figgins CAR has odd-shaped or 
odd-sized adjusters or plugs— 
and often corroded bolts, seized 
joints and steadfast rivets—to be 
dealt with in the course of car- 
care work. Removing these stub- 
born brutes can take as long as the 
job itself, unless you use a few 
simple tricks or some of the 
special tools designed to take on 
the rough work. 


Adjusters and plugs 
On many cars, the means of brake 
adjustment is a small splined or 
square-headed screw in a less than 
handy position. Inexpensive span- 
ners, specially designed to reach 
the adjuster and cope with the 
unusual shape of the head, are 
usually available at car-accessory 
shops. 

Drain plugs in radiators, sumps 
and the transmission system vary 
enormously. A universal tool, with 


en anal ai 
A nut-splitter (top left) can be hired to open the nut, leaving the bolt undamaged. A 


Take any suburban Sunday morning, see 
the army of DIY mechanics march out to 
start work. Peer into the gloom of a 
fading Sunday evening, find many still 
struggling to start... and hear some 
highly inventive names for their 
problems. But even the least- 


legitimate nut can be moved— 


HOME MECHANIC 


internal, square drives, can be 
bought to deal with them all. 


Rusted bolts 

When rust attacks a bolt’s thread, 
the corroded metal expands and 
locks the thread in place. Penetra- 
ting oils and fluids, liberally 
applied, will help to free it. 

The fluid should be left to soak 
in for a few hours, but do not 
exert too much force on the bolt 
too soon—there are a few more 
tricks if fluids do not work. 

Heating the seized bolt is the 
next possibility, but be careful. 
Clean off any inflammable sealant 
around the bolt, and never apply 
heat near the fuel tank, carburet- 
tor or fuel lines. Do not play a 
flame near the flexible brake pipes. 

Heat the bolt with a butane-gas 
blowlamp with a fine-flame attach- 
ment, and, for maximum effect, 
use the spanner on it while it is 
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blowlamp (top right) may also free seized nuts. Above: stud extractors. 
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hot. Smart taps on the spanner 
with a hammer may make it pos- 
sible to gain the first break in the 
corrosion’s hold. 

If these mild measures do not 
work, there are two further possi- 
bilities. When the area to which 
the bolt is fixed is solid, a sharp 
cold chisel and a hammer can be 
used to shear-off the bolt head or 
split the nut. But don’t use this 
method if you are dealing with a 
bolt that’s tapped into a casting, 
or with a nut that’s screwed on to 
a stud, unless it is unavoidable. 

A nut on a bolt or stud is much 
better tackled with a nut-splitter 
—available from tool-hire shops. 
It consists of a collar into which 
a blade is tightened by a fine- 
thread bolt. It splits. the nut, 
leaving the bolt’s or stud’s thread 
undamaged. 

If you are left with a section of 
snapped-off bolt that’s rusted into 
a casting, leave it to soak in 
penetrating oil for as long as pos- 
sible. Mark the centre of the bolt 
with a centre punch and hammer 
and, with a drill half the diameter 
of the bolt, drill as accurately as 
possible down the centre of the 
seized part. You can then use a 
stud extractor (sometimes called 
an ‘easy-out’), which is a tapered, 
reverse-thread bolt. Screw it into 
the new hole and turn it with a 
spanner. As it begins to bite, it 
should extract the old stud or bolt. 
Be careful, however, because a 
broken extractor is often impos- 
sible to remove. 

Failing this, get the broken 
section drilled-out by a garage. 


Screws and rivets 

Seized screws can usually be 
treated like bolts. Soaking in 
penetrating oil is very often more 
successful with screws because 
the parts that they secure are held 
more lightly, so the oil can get to 
work more quickly. 

When using a screwdriver, a 
couple of smart taps on the handle 
will sometimes help to free a 
screw, or you can turn it in the 
tightening (clockwise) direction 
slightly before backing it off. If 
the screw slot becomes burred, it 
may be possible to cut it deeper 
with a hacksaw. 

An impact-driver is aspecial tool 
to deal with stubborn screws. 
Usually supplied with inter- 
changeable blades to suit different 
screws, the impact driver is 


Rivets can be beheaded by a cold chisel 
and hammer, but the best method (top) 
is to drill them out. Taper joints (above) 
can be parted with a special clamp. 


designed to be hit with ahammer, 
which imparts a turning motion 
to the screw. 

Rivets are best drilled-out, but 
they can be tackled, like rusted 
screws, with a cold chisel and a 
hammer. 


Taper joints 

On many cars, parts of the steer- 
ing and suspension are joined by 
taper joints—a conical section 
that’s tightened into a tapered 
cup. It is necessary first to undo 
the securing nut and then separate 
the two interlocked parts. 

A simple but effective method 1s 
to strike each side of the joint 
simultaneously with two very 
heavy hammers. This is called 
impact hammering. If you can get 
a helper to exert some downward 
pressure on one of the joint com- 
ponents at the same time, so much 
the better. 

If this method fails, there are 
special joint-splitting tools on the 
market for the DIY man. The 
simplest, and cheapest, are joint- 
splitting wedges. These are mating 
wedges, cut out at the centre so 
that they can be placed on each 
side of the joint. As they slide 
together, the wedging effect 
increases until the joint parts. 

Other joint-splitters can be 
clamped round the joint so that 
a threaded bolt can be tightened 
on to the inner component, so 
forcing it out of the tapered cup. 
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Driven daft 


Cheer up! It might never happen to you. And if it does... 
well, you can laugh now, pay later 


ifr 


JAA tf = % — 
Pea 
| ! = A) | | 


Ss AY W +} : 


‘I've got a date tonight, Dad. Can I have the 
skeleton car keys?’ 
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Ball joints on steering mechanisms 
can be split apart by using similar 
screw-down removers. 

-Of course, it should go without 
saying that all this hammering, 
wrenching and drilling can only ee 
be done after the car you’re work- 
ing under has been made safe and 
secure with wheelchocks or axle 
stands. Otherwise, the worst 
seized joints could be yours... 
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‘Gerald saved for years p 
for his cassette-tape _ 
player. 


Based on the new Marks and 
Spencer/AA Publications book Car 
Care—224 fully illustrated colour 
pages explaining how a car works, 
and what to do when it doesn't. 
Chapters include the theory of car 
systems, and 100 of the most com- 
mon servicing jobs. Price £3.50. 
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CORROSION—DRIVE GOES INTO THE RED 


DRIVE investigates the rust-protection business—the advertising offers that are hard to refuse, 
the salt that’s rubbed into your car’s wounds, and what you can do to delay the inevitable... 


T WAS JUST two years ago that Renault 

announced its alluring, mouthwatering 
bodywork protection plan. Code-named 
ACP5, it guaranteed all models against 
corrosion in key areas for five years. Four- 
teen months later, not to be outdone, the 
Volkswagen/Audi giant entered the fray 
with a six-year warranty. 

It seems only a matter of time before 
other manufacturers weigh in with even 
more spectacular rustproofing claims. 
Suddenly, the prospect of the 10-year 
corrosion-free car looms large. 

There can be no doubt that the car 
industry has come a long way since the 
1950s when underbody protection was no 
more than a layer of bitumen on the under- 
side. But any hopes that manufacturers are 
edging closer to a wonder anti-rust break- 
through can be totally discounted. The 
fact is that not even the headline-stealing 
Renault and VW/Audi schemes are quite 
as attractive or revolutionary when you 
study the small print. 

Marcus Jacobson is the AA’s chief 
engineer, and an acknowledged expert on 
car corrosion. He warns: ‘Although several 
technical improvements have been intro- 
duced by a number of manufacturers, 
many of their claims are simply a public 
relations exercise—a calculated risk of 
how much an individual manufacturer 
may have to pay out in settlements against 
a potential loss of sales should it not keep 
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abreast with, or improve on, its competi- 


tors’ long-term anti-rust guarantees. Com- 
petition on rust-resistance is good—but 
not if the foundation is a tightly worded 
warranty.’ 

Far more effective, urges Jacobson, 
would be the adoption by European 
governments of the kind of code of prac- 
tice introduced in Canada in 1978. This 
voluntary charter, which he would like to 
see forming the basis of legislation on our 
side of the Atlantic, requires among other 
things that, from next year, every new 
vehicle shall remain free from: 
@corrosion affecting any readily visible 
surface area of any component of the body 
materials or manufacture for 18 months or 
37,500 miles, whichever occurs first 
@ corrosion under normal operating con- 
ditions of any metal component, from one 
surface through to another, for five years 
or 125,000 miles 
®@ corrosion resulting in the weakening of 
any metal component for six years or 
150,000 miles. 

At first glance, the code would appear 
to be not very different from the Renault 
and VW/Audi warranty schemes. Renault 
offers a five-year anti-rust warranty on the 
floor panel, lower body members, front- 
and rear-wing undersides and lower areas 
of doors, bonnet and tailgate or boot lid. 
VW/Audi guarantees against corrosion 
appearing on the bodywork for 12 months 


and free rectification of any through-rust- 
ing in the first six years. 

Like the code, both warranties call for 
mandatory interim inspections by author- 
ised dealers. Renault insists on them at 
17-19 months and 41-43 months; VW/ 
Audi at 23-25 months and 48—49 months. 
Also in line with the Canadian charter, 
external rust caused by scratches, chips, 
stone bombardment and the like is not 
covered by the warranties, and, for the 
guarantees to remain valid, these 
blemishes have to be put right to the 
dealer’s satisfaction at the owner’s 
expense. 

There are, however, telling differences. 
For instance, the code requires that the 
checks are carried out free at yearly inter- 
vals—a clause endorsed by Jacobson, who 
maintains that more owners will be 
encouraged to observe the warranty con- 
ditions if there is no charge, and that 
inspections at more-frequent intervals will 
help ensure that damage and defects are 
discovered earlier: ‘By the time a Renault/ 
VW/Audi customer starts waving his 
guarantee, it will often be too late.’ 

Even more important, Jacobson goes on, 
the Canadian charter attempts to define 
the various forms of corrosion and identify 
who picks up the tab, thus lessening argu- 
ments as to whether or not defects are 
covered by warranty. 

One thing is for sure: despite Renault’s 
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five-year protection plan, it certainly 
hasn’t found an assembly-line process 
guaranteed to keep rust at bay for that 
length of time. At the interim inspections, 
each costing the Renault owner more than 
£40, the vital interior sections are re- 
treated if necessary. VW/Audi has yet to 
finalise the charge and decide what the 
- inspections will consist of. 

In both cases, however, everything 
depends on how closely the individual 
inspector looks and how thoroughly the 
rust-proofing operator does his job. And, 
as Jacobson says, ‘if an interior section 
receives, say, only 85% coverage, it can be 
worse than having none at all. For it allows 
corrosion to be concentrated in critical 
hidden areas and gnaw away at the metal 
undetected. These zones are frequently 
not only the most difficult to cleanse and 


[/ 


protect, but all too often they are the most 
important structurally. 

‘Unless car makers genuinely change 
manufacturing and treatment processes, 
they may never achieve the level of pro- 
tection that they claim.’ 

Renault grudgingly admits that Jacobson 
may be right. ‘With our warranty protec- 
tion, we are trying to stop body rot—the 
sort that causes the customer to lose 
capital value,’ says David Jarman, techni- 
cal head of Renault in the UK. 

In its ACPS booklet, the company 
declares that, ‘thanks to the care which 
has been lavished on the bodywork of your 
car during production, your Renault is 
ready to face the elements..So much so 
that Renault now gives an exclusive five- 
year warranty against corrosion’. (See 
page 16 of this issue’s Gordini test.) 

But what is corrosion? Jarman admits 
that it isn’t clear. ‘I anticipate a huge prob- 
lem,’ he tells DRIVE candidly. ‘I hope that 
we aren’t going to get a lot of claims, but 
we have to wait until it happens and sort it 
out later...” 

VW/Audi has tried to clarify its warranty 
by suggesting that the car should not rust 
through. ‘But no car should rust through 
from the inside out in five or six years,’ 
says Jacobson. 

‘Anyway, he goes on, ‘in my view, there’s 
_a danger that, as long as a car’s external 
appearance looks all right, many owners 
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will be loath to spend money on re-treat- 
ments to interiors that they can’t see. 
Somehow, the public has to be educated 
that rust can also start from within. 

‘At the same time, owners still haven’t 
woken up to the fact that one of the best 
anti-rust systems is regular washing and 
drying. The onus is firmly on the car 
owner, not the manufacturer, to maintain 
the bodywork of his car.’ 

Despite advances in rustproofing 
materials and treatments, the corrosion 
risk has, in fact, probably risen in recent 
years. Apart from an increase in airborne 
industrial fall out; crop sprays and the 
spreading of de-icing salts and grit on the 
roads, some changes in car design, too, 
have actually aggravated the problem. 
Much greater glass areas, for example, 
mean more condensation: people don’t 
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realise that cars can sweat and promote 
internal rusting. 

There’s no quick answer to corrosion, 
but a lot more could be done to eliminate 
rust at source. Here, VW/Audi wins Jacob- 
son’s qualified approval, for spending a lot 
of time in designing-out rust traps. 

Practically all manufacturers have, step 
by step, redesigned vital underbody and 
underwing areas to reduce the risk of 
corrosion, and several methods of protec- 
tion have now been discredited and largely 
abandoned, including foam-filled hollow 
sections: these are effective for a relatively 
short time, but then make matters worse. 

It’s interior sections that are the hardest 
to deal with on car makers’ assembly lines. 
VW/Audi spokesman Tony Hill admits 
that his company is treating these when 
the car is complete and off the assembly 
line, in the same way that professional 
rust-treatment firms such as Ziebart do— 
‘a process that’s difficult to monitor for 
quality: it’s totally dependent on the con- 
scientiousness of the operator.’ 

Fiat learned this to its cost a few years 
back, when it tried to answer criticisms by 
launching its own rustproofing process, 
borrowing the methods of after-market 
rustproofers Protectol. It was less than 
successful—‘a palliative toabad problem,’ 
says Proteetol boss Ron Booth. “Trying to 
satisfy a marketing demand.’ 

Jacobson’s view is that we just have to 


face the fact that corrosion is the inevitable 
fate of all metal components. ‘Even 
aluminium and stainless steel, in time, are 
degraded to the point where they are no 
longer capable of load bearing. Nonethe- 
less, the car industry stands indicted that it 
has done less than its best to prevent early 
onset of corrosion, or at least retard it 
drastically. For corrosion starts on the 
drawing board.’ 

The basic problem is that, in knocking 
out car-body shapes on heavy presses, 
metal is severely strained. Sheet steel, 
when severely deformed, is liable to rust 
sooner than when flat and relatively stress- 
free. To minimise the ‘strain rippling’, 
special press oils are used—but these have 
to be removed before protective metal 
pre-treatment and paints can attach them- 
selves to the metal surface. This cleansing 


Any colour... so long as it isn’t red. 
Not so long ago, Ford was saying 
that new-car buyers just weren't 
interested in rust protection. 

In these conservation times, Ford 
is now at pains to point out, like 
most mass-carmakers, that its 
factory systems include stone-chip- 
resistant pvc on underbodies, lance- 
injection of wax into closed body 
sections, and on-line inspection 

__ by fibre-optics of the wax coating 

__ in box sections. So far, so good— 
but where now? 


process—particularly the flushing out of 
hollow, semi-closed and closed sections— 
is vital. For the quality of the subsequent 
phosphating and primer application deter- 
mines whether a body will rust quickly. 

Care is the important element when 
applying underbody compounds to reduce 
the effects of stones, grit and salt bombard- 
ment: lack of it will confound the best 
materials and design, resulting in early 
onset of rust. 

According to Jacobson, a regular visitor 
to car factories at home and abroad, one 
in every four plants in Europe and the UK 
is indifferently-run and dirty. ‘And the 
last thing you want is dust on the body 
shell before the paint has set hard.’ 

How does he see the future? ‘With ever- 
spiralling energy and material costs, it will 
actually become more difficult to improve 
standards. Nevertheless, new technology 
and processes in the next decade could 
increase durability by twoto four years... 
if the unions will allow them. For, make 
no mistake, it will mean complete automa- 
tion of the cleansing, phosphating and 
paint shops, and the disappearance of 
many manual operations at the body weld- 
ing stages.’ 

In the meantime, he believes that only a 
strictly enforced charter on the lines of the 
Canadian code of practice, to discourage 
corner-cutting and extravagant claims, 
will give customers a fairer deal. 
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PART FROM accident damage, corro- 
sion is the biggest cause of cars being 
scrapped before their time. It is a cancer 
that, once established, is almost impos- 
sible to cure. It will spread, largely unseen, 
until it has an unshakeable hold. 

Rust can knock hundreds of pounds off 
the value of a car, and may ultimately turn 
it into a death trap. A few years ago, the 
government’s Transport and Road 
Research Laboratory estimated the 
annual cost of corrosion in cars at £260 
million. For today’s figure, multiply that 
by at least two, and possibly three. 

Rust is often thought to result simply 
from the action of water on metal. But 
what happens is an _ electro-chemical 
process like that in a battery. 

A battery is basically two metal plates 
immersed in an electrolyte—a solution 
that conducts electricity. Electricity is 
stored in the plates—all metals have an 
electrical charge—and, as a current is set 
up from one to the other through the 
electrolyte, a charge is given off. In the 
case of the battery, the plates are lead and 
the electrolyte is sulphuric acid. If the 
plates were steel and the electrolyte, say, 
salt water, iron in the steel would combine 


Rust-the bodysnatcher 


with oxygen from the water to produce 
iron oxide—rust. 

Now think of a car body as a huge 
battery: here, the ‘battery plates’ are steel 
and, say, chrome—two metals with very 
different electrical properties—and the 
electrolyte is impure, often salt, water. 
The electricity runs through the water, 
between the steel and the chrome, giving 
off oxygen which combines with the steel’s 
iron . . . and red spots start appearing 
through the paintwork. 

And there’s worse to come: mild steel, 
from which most car bodies are made, can 
corrode without being in contact with 
another metal. This is because it contains 
chemical molecules with different electri- 
cal properties, so the process can take 
place within one piece of steel. 

Where cars are concerned, the electro- 
lyte is rarely water by itself but water con- 
taining something more vicious, such as 
the tons of salt spread on the roads each 
winter to disperse ice and snow—see page 
30; or, for that matter, the salt in sea spray. 
Industrial fallout provides another harm- 
ful ‘cocktail’. 

Your car’s not safe from contaminants 
even in the countryside: fertilizers and 


IF YOU DO-IT-YOURSELF 


vehicle rustproofing 


DINOL (CARCARE)UK.LTD. St.Peter’s House, 2 Bricket Road, St.Albans, Herts. AL] 3JW. 
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crop sprays used by farmers find their way 
on to roads and into the atmosphere. 

Heat these mixtures gently, as they say in 
schoolbooks, and the action is accelerated 
—so corrosion is even more likely to hap- 
pen in a sultry August as a wet February. 

And the car itself, by its very nature, can 
only help the process, offering all sorts of 
nooks and crevices where mud and mois- 
ture can accumulate and the rust bug can 
breed in what is virtually a propagator. 
Among the worst rust-traps are the wheel- 
arches and the underbody, particularly the 
sub-frame and suspension mountings. 

In recent years, some car designers have 
been giving a lot more thought to these 
areas. But, as AA chief engineer Marcus 
Jacobson makes clear on page 59, there is 
still some way to go... 


Salt in 
the wound 


SALT, it has been estimated, causes 50% 
of the corrosion in cars. And more of it is 
going down on Britain’s roads to counter- 
act the winter menace of snow and ice. 
Between 1966 and 1972, annual deposits 
of salt doubled to more than 1|4million 
tons. And a good thing, too—see page 32. 
Last winter, the total was a staggering 
2imillion tons, and even that wasn’t 
enough: an unsalted, icy road is more of a 
danger to car bodywork—and human life 
—than any amount of superficial rust. 
There is no doubt, however, of the corre- 


highly trained skilled operative who 
applies it and unless you have that 
knowledge, the correct, specially 
designed applicators and a vastly 
superior rustproofing material, you 
don’t stand a chance. And you'll 
waste your money! 30 years 
experience in the worst of Sweden’s 
weather, (and subsequently across 
most of the world!) gives us the 
know-how to combat rust by 
prevention. 

Visit your local DINITROL CENTRE 
and get the facts about the most 
thorough rustproofing you will find 
anywhere — WORLD-WIDE. 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or ask the 
operator to connect you to Freefone 2368 


for details of your nearest centre. 
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eknowexactly 
the places your 
new car wil 


Here 
Here 


You see, the day they wheel your new 
car out of the factory it starts to do 
something you’ve probably never thought 
of. It starts to rust. Which means chances 
are, ina few months it will start to go in 
some very ugly spots. 

Like the doors. 

The sills. 

And the wings. 

As long as you ignore it, it will travel 
further afield to other spots. Some are very 
dangerous, like the suspension mountings 
or the brake pipes. 

You really must act the moment you 
order your car, or at the latest within three 
months of receiving the keys. 

Of course, there are quite a few rust 
proofing companies to choose from. But 


For a brochure and alist of centres, or if vou'd like a Bodyshield tr 


Here 
Here 


Here 


can they match Bodyshield? All we ask you 
to do is ask your garage a few simple 
questions. 

Does the treatment smell? 
(ours doesn’t) Does it drip? (ours doesn’t) 
Is it clean? (ours is) Does it protect every 
hidden area? (ours does). 

Then ask if you can inspect the work 


afterwards with a fibre optic probe, like the 


ones surgeons use to examine the human 
body. (We encourage you to do just this. ) 

Also, ask if the company 
automatically sends out reminders for you 
to bring the car in for regular inspections. 
(We do. With those that don’t, your 
guarantee could be null and void within a 
year. ) 

* And whilst on the subject of 


Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxon. 


£0. 


Here 


Here 


guarantees, ask your garage which 
company issues an unlimited mileage 
guarantee, transferable any number of 
times. (We do, because we believe it’s the 
best deal we can give you. ) 

And finally, if you still can’t decide 
ask yourself, would a company like Castro! 
put their name to a product that wasn’t 
No. 1? 

After this question- -and-answer 
session, we’re sure you'll come to one 
conclusion — to order Bodyshield. 

That way, at least you know on the 
day you drive your car away, there are 
certain places where it will never go. 


* Ask to see our guarantee 


BODYSHIELD 


RUSTPROTECTION 
Using products developed by Cast7oy 


anchise. write to us at Bodyshield, Crown House, Unit 7, Ashville Trading Estate, 
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lation between salting and corrosion. The 
Transport and Road Research Laboratory, 
has already put the issue beyond doubt by 
studying cars from two very different areas 
of Britain. The experiment centred on 
Derbyshire, which uses 60,000 tons of salt 
on its roads a year, and on Pembrokeshire, 
where salting is negligible. The result? The 
Derbyshire cars were found to be twice as 
prone torust. 

Given that salt is such a killer of cars, why 
has no alternative been tried? The simple 
answer is that salt is cheap. A few years 
ago, the chemical urea looked like a 
possible substitute—apart from the fact 
that it cost eight times as much. 

So couldn’t the salt itself be treated? 
Well, back in the 1960s the solution 
seemed to be at hand: mix the salt witha 
corrosion inhibitor—additives that were 
marketed commercially in W Germany 
and the United States. Unfortunately, 
when the combination was put to the test 
in road conditions, it proved ineffective. 

The TRRL began tests to find an inhibi- 
tor that really worked, and came up with 
a mixture of sodium polymetaphosphate 
(better known as the water softener, 
Calgon) and an organic rust inhibitor. The 
early results were encouraging: cars driven 
through the inhibited salt suffered con- 
siderably less corrosion damage than 
vehicles exposed to ‘neat’ salt. 

The snag, once again, was money. The 
laboratory calculated that, if the inhibitor 
were to be used at its effective strength, 
the cost—ultimately to the taxpayer 
would be £25million a year. Wouldn’t it 
be worth spending £25million to save the 
‘considerable’ proportion of the £500 
million-plus that rust costs? In the end, it 
comes down to who first pays the £25 
million, and the laboratory regretfully 
concluded that it is ‘unlikely that such an 
increase in public expenditure on salting 
could be justified unless almost complete 
protection from corrosion could be 
offered’. 


Who's who in 
the protectors 


IT IS quite clear from the AA’s compre- 
hensive inspections of new cars that, 
although manufacturers are making efforts 
to protect cars against rust, the job is often 
nowhere near as thorough as it should be. 
That is why specialist rustproofing com- 
panies like Ziebart, Bodyshield, Dinitrol 
and Cadulac have been around for about 
10 years and are still going strong. Their 
treatments are not cheap, but they can be 
effective. And, with stricter quality con- 
trol than many car manufacturers’, most 
of the leading companies are prepared to 
back their claims with good guarantees. 
Ziebart, which had many years’ experi- 
ence of rustproofing in the US before set- 
ting up in Britain, quotes £85 for a Mini, 
£105 for a Ford Cortina and £170 fora 
Jaguar. If the car is treated before it is 
three months old, the work is covered by 
a 10-year guarantee; and, if you sell the 
car, you can pass on the guarantee to the 
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new owner. Used cars less than two years 
old—provided rust hasn’t gone too far— 
can qualify for a five-year warranty. 

Proper rustproofing treatment involves 
drilling small holes into the boxed-in 
sections of the car and spraying in a 
sealant that covers the metal and runs into 
the crevices and seams. Box sections are 
also drilled and coated, and the underbody 
fully covered. The sealant, usually a 
petroleum wax, stays flexible when dry so 
that it doesn’t crack, and should cope with 
extremes of temperature. 

There is little argument that such treat- 
ments work—/f they are properly applied. 
Ziebart runs a comprehensive training 
programme for its dealers to ensure a 
uniform standard of treatment, and it has 
a rigorous system of quality control. It was 
the first rustproofing company to be 
awarded the AA Seal of Approval, both 
for its process and the efficiency of its 
application. The seal has since been 
awarded to Bodyshield and to Protectol, 
which recently took over the well-known 
Endrust operation. 


You might consider saving money by 
rustproofing the car yourself. There are 
several firms offering DIY kits—sealant 
plus the basic tools—at a cost, for a 
medium family car, of around £15 to £20. 
But be warned: though the material itself 
will probably do the job, it is only as good 
as the person applying it. If you are that 
person, you must ask yourself whether you 
have the skill and the facilities to do the 
job properly—hoisting the car to get at 
the underbody, for example. 

The people selling DIY rustproofing kits 
naturally make it sound very easy. It isn’t: 
it can be a tricky job—and a messy one. 


Tarnish 
reputations 


TEN YEARS AGO, it could be argued, 
most car manufacturers—British, Euro- 
pean and Japanese—were doing little to 
prevent corrosion; in some respects, they 
were actually encouraging it. Paintwork 
was poor, underbody sealing inadequate, 
and scant attention was paid to keeping 
water out of vulnerable joints. 

Worst of all, some car makers introduced 
foam rubber into areas such as wings to 
reduce noise and vibration . . . which 
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ZIEBART RUSTPROOFING CENTRES 


ABERDEEN (0224) 861188 
ACCRINGTON (0254) 382976 
ALDERSHOT (0252) 314460 
BEDFORD (0234) 68256 
BIRMINGHAM | (021 784) 7655 
BIRMINGHAM II (021 557) 1811 
BOLTON (0204) 25645 
BOURNEMOUTH (0202) 294591 
BRADFORD (0274) 26411/2 
BRISTOL (0272) 46393 

20929 
BURTON ON TRENT (0283) 34146 
CAMBRIDGE (0223) 213205 
CANTERBURY (0227) 61213 
CARDIFF (0222) 44658 
CHANNEL ISLANDS 
GUERNSEY (0481) 47544 
CHESTER (0244) 372626 
CHESTERFIELD (0246) 453351 
COLCHESTER (0206) 79274 
COVENTRY (0203) 441054 
CRAWLEY (0293) 36434 
DARLINGTON (0325) 64634 
DERBY (0332) 380723 
DONCASTER (0302) 28377 
DURHAM (0385) 69721 
EASTBOURNE (0323) 52737 
EDINBURGH (031 447) 3599 
ELGIN (0343) 7702 
EXETER (0392) 58592 
FALKIRK (0324) 28668 
GATESHEAD (0632) 774080 
GLASGOW (041 551) 9436 
GIBRALTAR GIB 2735 
GLOUCESTER (0452) 22600 
GERMANY 
ELMPT (02163) 5077 
BIELEFELD (0521) 25103 
HALESOWEN (021 550) 0257 
HAWICK (0450) 5034 
HEREFORD (0432) 57933 
HUDDERSFIELD (0484) 36391 
HULL | (0482) 26522 
HULL II (0482) 227323 
HUNTINGDON (0480) 65454 
HYDE 061 368 5780 
IPSWICH (0473) 45241 
IRELAND 
BELFAST (0232) 58518 
LEEDS (0532) 783431 
LEICESTER (0533) 25279 
LINCOLN (0522) 685997 
LIVERPOOL (051 728) 7798 
LONDON 
ALDGATE (01 247) 5993 
CROYDON (01 688) 1147 
FINCHLEY (01 445) 8888 
HAMMERSMITH (01 741) 0501 
HARRINGAY (01 444) 8771 
HARROW (01 427) 1550 
KINGSTON UPON THAMES (01 546) 9816 
ROMFORD (01.599) 9928 
SIDCUP (01 301) 2244 
SUTTON (01 688) 2464 
LOWESTOFT (0502) 65353 
LUTON (0582) 23552 
MACCLESFIELD (0625) 614747 
MAIDSTONE (0622) 55661 
MANCHESTER 
MANCHESTER WEST (HALE) (061 928) 7363 
HYDE (061 368) 5780 
OLDHAM (061 652) 2164 
SALFORD (061 737) 4251/2 
MANSFIELD (0623) 641980 
MARYPORT (0900) 63655 
MIDDLESBROUGH (0642) 242198 

, 242477 

MOTHERWELL (06983) 79735 
NEWBURY * (0635) 41020 | 
NEWCASTLE (0632) 21415 
NORTHAMPTON (0604) 405500 
NORWICH (0603) 29356 
NOTTINGHAM (0602) 781349 

781773 
OXFORD (0865) 775406 
PETERBOROUGH (0733) 42969 
PLYMOUTH (0752) 21081 
PONTEFRACT (0977) 71444 i 
PORTSMOUTH (07018) 385515 
POTTERS BAR (0707) 44102 
PRESTON (0772) 51994 
READING (0734) 595261 
REDRUTH (0209) 214288 
ROTHERHAM (0709) 68680 

68888 
SALISBURY (0722) 28344 
SCARBOROUGH (0723) 63533 
SCUNTHORPE (0724) 61513 
SHEFFIELD (0742) 22020 
SHREWSBURY (0743) 66646 
SLOUGH (0753) 37034 
SOUTHEND (0702) 524501 
SOUTHPORT (0704) 77161 
STOKE ON TRENT (0782) 310001 
SUNDERLAND (0783) 41395 

58960 
SWANSEA (0792) 51995 
SWINDON (0793) 43121 
TONBRIDGE (0732) 357851 

357280 
WARRINGTON (0925) 30229 
WEDNESFIELD (0902) 731291 
WINSFORD (060 64) 52929 
WORCESTER (0905) 25305 
WORTHING (0903) 208951 
YORK (0904) 24682 


a lot of you are burying 
your heads in the sand! 


But ignoring the problem won't 
make it go away. 


“ 


On the contrary. 


It is an undeniable fact that ALL 
Cars rust, some faster than others, 
but eventually unless proper 
protection is carried out at the time 
of purchase, every new car that is 
delivered will end up riddled with 
rust. Z 


The car manufacturers are trying to 


solve the problem with on-line 
rustproofing. It is certainly a step 
in the right direction, but in our 


opinion, is not the complete answer. 


It is not practical with an on-line 
process to spend the amount of 
time that we feel is necessary to do 
a thorough rustproofing job, so.... 


.... Firstly, the car is givena 
thorough rust-check just to make 
sure that there is no rust damage 
already. Then, it is prepared to 
receive the Ziebart Rustproofing 
Process. Each section of the car is 
treated individually, using specially 


patented tooling, to ensure that the 


unique sealant makes its way into 


all the weld and seam areas that 
are most prone to rust. 


And the important point to 
remember about Ziebart sealant 


’ js that it flows and seeps into every 


crevice to ensure thorough : 
protection. Even if you are 
unfortunate enough to dent your 
car, the flexible: 
sealant will not 


Ziebart House, Dominion Way, Worthing, West Sussex BN14 8PE. Telephone: 
Worthing (STD 0903) 204171 Telex: 87122 — Ziebrt. Franchise enquiries welcome. 


Secon 


“When it comes to rust, _ 


_ crack, but maintains its position 


and keeps on protecting. 


Quality is of the utmost importance 
to Ziebart. Not only quality in the 
tools used to carry out the job, but 
in the overall process itself. Each 
car treated, undergoes a stringent 
-quality control check before it 
receives the famous Ziebart * 10 
year or 100,000 mile guarantee. It is 
this attention to quality that made 
Ziebart the FIRST rustproofing 
company to receive the AA Seal of 
Approval. A fact of which they are 
very proud, and that’s not all, 
Ziebart have kept-up their excellent 
high standards and for the 3rd year 
running, have maintained this 
coveted Seal of Approval — that’s 
quality for you. 


So don’t ignore the facts, get your 
car the rust protection it deserves. 


* Full details on our 10 year or 100,000 mile 
guarantee available on request. 


Ziebart 


® Under Licence from Ziebart intemational Corporation 
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simply acted as a sponge, soaking-up 
water and forming a base for rust. 

Things have got better. Stung by the 
adverse publicity that their rust-rotting 
vehicles began to generate, manufacturers 
decided that the problem must be seen to 
be tackled. Now, instead of just dipping 
car bodies in paint, manufacturers use an 
electrophoretic process—like electropla- 
ting on teaspoons—to make sure of 100% 
coverage; plastic sealing compounds are 
applied to metal joints, and wax contain- 
ing anti-rust additives is injected into box 
sections; special chip-resistant material is 
used on sills, wheelarches and floorpans; 
and, in designing new models, efforts are 
made to minimise panelwork seams. 

Ford has just introduced new rustproof- 
ing methods into all its European plants, 
after studying corrosion on 4500 cars of 
various makes. Vauxhall has a 10-stage 
body-protection process, and claims that 
new designs have eliminated mud- and 
water-traps; and Fiat has tried to salvage 
its reputation with a two-year anti-rust 
guarantee. Some companies offer anti- 
rust warranties—Volkswagen, BMW and 
Porsche for six years, Renault for five. 

But, while acknowledging that improve- 
ments have taken place, AA chief road 
tester Peter Denayer warns buyers 
against complacency: ‘Anti-rust treat- 
ments may sound fine on paper, but they 
are often undermined by poor workman- 
ship or lack of quality control. 

‘It is still unusual to find total wax 
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Closed doors don’t have to be a problem, if you have 
the right equipment 


coverage in box sections or sills,’ he says. 
‘And bad rustproofing is worse than none 
at all, because it makes untreated areas 
rust faster.’ He also stresses that, by using 
thinner metal to save weight and fuel, 
modern cars can be more vulnerable to 
rust than their heavier-bodied old- 
fashioned predecessors. 

Among the best-protected makes, 
Denayer picks out: Mercedes-Benz, 
Volvo, Saab, the Volkswagen/Audi range, 
and recent Renaults. He considers that 
Vauxhalls are best among British-made 
cars, and says that the legendary mechani- 
cal reliability of Japanese models is not 
matched by their ability to withstand rust. 

Recent checks on new models by the 
AA’s technical research engineering divi- 
sion endorse his views: of seven Japanese 
models inspected—the Toyota Starlet, 
Honda Accord, Honda Prelude, Mazda 
Montrose, Datsun 120Y, the latest Datsun 
Cherry and Colt 1400GLX—none had 
treated door interiors. 

But the Japanese aren’t alone: five other 
models—Vauxhall Chevette, Morris 
Marina 1.7HL, Fiat X1/9, Alfa-Romeo 
Giulietta 1.6 and VW Derby LS—had no 
door-interior protection, either. 

Indeed, only three models out of 25 met 
the AA’s requirements with flying colours: 
the Peugeot 305GRD, Volvo 265GLE 
estate and, door interiors apart, the Colt 
1400GLX. In all other cases, there were 
faults in the protection applied on the 
assembly lines. 

Little wonder that Denayer stresses that 
anti-rust warranties should be read very 
carefully. As he points out, they don’t all 
cover the same things, and can involve 
owners in expense for top-up treatments. 


Keep it clean 
to keep it 


THE ONLY sure way to deal with corrosion 
is to stop it starting. And, in fact, there are 
many simple precautions that the motorist 
can take to discourage rust and check its 
spread. But the main thing is to keep the 
car clean. And really clean, not just a quick 
hose-down and polish to impress the 


neighbours on odd Sunday mornings. 

Regular washing, at least once a fort- 
night, in summer as well as winter, is vital. 
There is no need to use an expensive car 
shampoo: water, preferably tepid—and 
the softer and the more of it the better— 
will deal with most mud, slush and dirt. 

Apply the water gently, rinse thoroughly, 
and leather-down paintwork to remove 
excessive moisture. Hoses should be used 
with care, for powerful jets can scour grit 
particles into the paintwork and force 
moisture past window seals. 

In addition to general dust, take special 
care to remove bird droppings: these are 
very acidic and can eat through paint ina 
matter of hours. Marks from fruit and 
leaves can also damage the paintwork, and 
should be washed off as soon as possible. 

When cleaning a car, work from the top 
downwards, and don’t skimp those 
awkward corners and crevices, such as the 
slats in the radiator grille: a flexible brush 
can help here (see page 44). Wash and dry 
rain channels carefully, and look out for 
loose or leaking window seals, which 
should be treated with a sealant. 

Check in the car handbook for the posi- 
tion of drain holes and unclog if necessary 
—vital to keep box sections ventilated. 

It is a fallacy that rust occurs only in 
winter: the high humidity of July and 
August provides ideal encouragement 
for corrosion, particularly if the car is: 
already caked in dirt, mud and salt. So at 
least twice a year, in spring and autumn, 
the underside of the car should be given a 
vigorous spray with water to remove 
deposits. 

To do the job properly, drive the car 
on to ramps to gain the extra height 
that will allow you to use the full force of 
the hose to maximum advantage, and 
apply a bristle brush to the underside. In 
addition, remove each wheel in turn (after 
taking the obvious precautions), and get 
to work on the wheelarches. 

It is also a good idea to inspect the floor- 
pan for dampness at least two or three 
times a year. Remove the mats, carpet and 
underfelt and, if there is any sign of damp, 
trace where the moisture is coming from 
and take action to stop the water leak. Any 
rust, flaking protective compound or 
cracking paintwork should be cleaned off 
with a wire brush, and the exposed area 
thoroughly prepared before retouching 
with the appropriate covering. 

Repairing rust damage, certainly if it 
affects the strength of the car’s structure, 
is often best left to experts. Nonetheless, 
the do-it-yourselfer can successfully deal 
with chips and scratches, and even holes 
in the bodywork, given skill, patience and 
strict adherence to makers’ instructions. 

Do not think that, because your car is in 
your garage, it is necessarily better pro- 
tected from corrosion. The worst thing 
that you can do is to take a car straight 
from ice, rain or snow and drive it intoa 
heated garage—especially if you then lock 
all doors and windows: that creates the 
perfect hothouse conditions for corrosion 
to flourish. 
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nearer, too!’ 


‘Protectol is now Britain’s biggest name in 
rustproofing. Your local station should be just 
a short drive away. Call in, and fm certain you'll 
agree it gives the best rustproofing a car can get? 
These three facts convince me: (Stirling Moss) 


It’s the cleaner system. 


True 2nd generation rustproofing means you'll never suffer 


the best. And it’s 


Protectol Rustproofing 


‘Three hard facts 
rove tome it’s 


that ‘dripping tarbrush’ finish. Otherwise it’s not Protectol. 


It’s got rustproofing’s only 
[2 year warranty. 


For Protectol’s unequalled Gold Seal system. And it’s 
transferable. Try matching that anywhere else! (6-year warranty also available) 


The AA Seal of Approval. 


It speaks for itself. The Protectol system has it- 
and aims to keep it. You know you'll get the cleaner, surer 


rustproofing from Protectol. 


 EEETeiaatesiesiaiaatatevarseeeten 


*Protectol’s growing nationwide- too fast for the Yellow Pages. 


So for full details of your nearest station and our warranties, 
| ask the telephone operator for FREEFONE No. 5519 

Or clip this coupon and send to Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd, 
FREEPOST, Galgate, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham DL12 8BG. 
No stamp needed. 


Name 


Address 


Tel. 


Definitely the best protection a car can get. 
&) 6446 


" The finest engineering 
expertise went into your 
braking system. 


Why forget it now?” 
Youi safety and thatof your 


car depend upon a carefully 
designed and engineered braking 
system. And so your disc brakes 
need just the right pads to provide 
the safe, balanced performance you 
have come to rely on. 

Girling brake system com- 
ponents are among the most widely 
fitted by the world’s vehicle manu- 
facturers. We know about brake 
systems. And we know about disc 
brake pads. They must perform 
efficiently and consistently what- 
ever the car’s speed, even if they get 
hot with extensive braking. They 
must also offer a reasonable wear 
rate, relative to performance. 

They must give you consistent 
performance and safer braking — 
in short, real confidence. 
Be safe and sure, fit... 


Gisling Dise Brake Pads- 


more just a part! 


Girling 


A Lockheed, Girling & the British 
Brake Lining Manufacturers 


March-April 1980 50p 
the motoring magazine 
that’s so different 


past 


ax 
VW. Golf GTi 
Fiat 127 Sport 
Peugeot 505STI 

Volvo 244DL _ 
Sunbeam 1.3GL 

and tomorrow’s Fords 


| COULDNT GET STARTED |, 8 
IN THE MORNING TILL 
[WAS FITTED WITH A 


Se mene S, ene gpm. | || 
Motorcraft parts. Keep-fit for cars, _ 


If your car’s dim on dark nights and difficult 
get going on cold mornings you need a new 
Motorcraft Superstart Battery. 

Guaranteed for a minimum of two years (with : 
an option to extend fora further year) so you can be ‘ To fit most Cars, 
confident that your new Superstart will liven up your including imports. 


car with power to spare. 
Motorcraft 


* 


Pudi Te ed 


That’s because Motorcraft Batteries are tops 
in quality but not in price. They are part of the range 
of over 4,000 quality parts that fit most cars, and 
commercial vehicles, including imports. 


A Keep-fit course with Motorcraft Parts 
really works. BACKED BY FORD 


Spark plugs « Filters « Ignition parts + Ignition ‘tune-up’ kits « Fan belts * Wiper blades and arms « Bulbs» Cooling system parts « Antifreeze « Wheel bearings « Shock absorbers + Car care products « Batteries 


March-April 1980 Number 62 
Fanum House, Basingstoke 
Hants RG21 2EA 

tel Basingstoke 20123 
EDITOR Anthony Peagam 
MANAGING EDITOR Frank Walker 
ART EDITOR John Hawkins 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR Poy Johnstone 
STAFF WRITER Robert Oxford 

SUB EDITOR Stuart McPherson 

ART ASSISTANT Lin Webber 
ADVERTISING Bob Soper 
PRODUCTION Joshua Rajiah 
COVER PICTURE John Mason 


DRIVE INVESTIGATES 
‘Sorry, no petrol’ page 28 
Haunted roads 30 


Points against totting-up 32 
Sell it yourself 44 
Secondhand motorbikes 52 
DRIVE TESTS 

How to read them 13 
Honda Prelude 15 
Austin Maxi 1750HLS 23 
Accessories 38 
Volkswagen Golf GTi 39 
Peugeot 505ST| 47 
Fiat 127 Sport 55 


Long-term Talbot Sunbeam 1.3GL 60 
Long-term Volvo 244DL 60 
DRIVE REGULARS 

My kind of place 27 
Letters 28 
Home mechanic 34 
Special offer 34 
Consumer affairs 38 
Money 52 
Insurance 63 
DRIVE SERVICES 

New-car price-guide 3 
Motoring costs 20 
Clinic 36 
Used-car price guide 44 


Published by the Automobile Association 
Printed by Varnicoat Ltd, Pershore, Worcs 
Distributed by Comag 

Tavistock Road, W Drayton, Middx 

© 1980 The Automobile Association 

All rights reserved 

Prices correct as DRIVE goes to press 


Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations 


YET MORE editorial changes this 
issue: significant refinements 
to our car-test performance 
tables — they come first in our 
eagerly-awaited (you tell us) 
report on Honda’s likeable Pre- 
lude (pages 15-18) — and a 
wholesale revamp of the 
wholly unique and, these days, 
ever-more-important DRIVE 
Index of Motoring Costs. Turn 
to pages 20-22 and see how 
very much easier the Index 
now is to read and understand. 
This time, too, we give you 
more background to the busi- 
ness of car testing and car-test 
reading — pages 13-14; allowa 
glimpse of the Fords of tomor- 
row — page 7; let the people 
speak on petrol’s Regulars 
Only — page 28; meet The 
Exorcist — pages 30-31; solve 
your braking problems — 
pages 34-35; help you get a leg 
over — page 52; and con- 
spicuously do our darndest to 
give you a lot to think, argue 
_and write about between now 
and 24 April, when the next 
DRIVE goes On sale! 


— to Edw 
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Saving disgrace? 

WITH PRESSURE to ‘Save It’ as 
insistent as ever, a DRIVE Survey 
into the state-of-tune of brand- 
new Cars, recently serviced by 
manufacturers’ dealers, throws 
up disturbing evidence that 
precious fuel may be being 
wasted by motorists encour- 
aged to think that they’re on the 
side of the angels. 

According to one major UK 
manufacturer, all but 15% of 
new cars are conscientiously 
put in for service at franchised 
dealers at makers’ recom- 
mended intervals — a clear 
indication of car-owners’ con- 
cern for their new vehicles. But 
when DRIVE picked at random 
500 reports on checks on cars 
less than a year old from the 
AA’s West Bromwich Vehicle 
Inspection Centre, it was found 
that 74% had maladjustments 
that were resulting in gas- 
guzzling. In addition, in 316 
instances, carbon-monoxide 
(CO) emission was more than 
the anti-pollution limit set by 
type-approval regulations. 

How much petrol gets 
squandered because servicing 
appears not always to be as 
painstaking as it might be? It 
depends on how far out are 
ignition timing, dwell angle, 
valve clearance and carburettor 
settings, whether the carburet- 
tor is of the variable- or fixed-jet 
type, and the condition of the 
air-filter element. But the out- 
come of a special DRIVE test 
provides aclue... 

In this, a Vauxhall Chevette 
less than 12 months old was 
doctored -by AA technical staff 
to have tuning maladjustments 
typical of the cars in the West 
Bromwich sample. Its loss of 
fuel during a series of test 
drives, which consisted of fast 
and slow cruising in town and 
country, was a considerable 
7.6%. Or, put another way, a gal- 
lon every two to three weeks. 

The arch-enemy of petrol 
economy is the badly adjusted 
carburettor — it gulps fuel and 
pollutes the atmosphere if set 


too rich. The variable-jet type — 
fitted now to most popular cars 
— is especially wasteful if the 
CO content of the exhaust 
fumes exceeds 6% during nor- 
mal tickover: this points to 
petrol-loss in both town and 
country driving. An ill-adjusted 
fixed-jet carburettor is less 
greedy but can still produce 
excessive consumption if the 
car is driven mainly in urban 
traffic. 

The West Bromwich survey 
showed that 176 variable-iet 
and 73 fixed-jet carburettors on 
the 500 vehicles reported-on 
were allowing more than 6% 
CO. One in 20 cars, on the other 
hand, had a carburettor that 
was set too lean — another 
cause of excessive petrol con- 
sumption, through the need for 
more use of the choke and low 
gears. Also, ignition timing in 
nearly 40% of the sample was 
out by more than 4° (the point at 
which mpg begins to suffer). Of 
these 186 cases, 97 also had 
maladjusted carburettors, and 
a further 17 had other fuel- 
wasting defects. 

A further 45 of these new, 
regularly serviced cars were 
squandering petrol from having 
badly-adjusted contact-breaker 
gaps, and more than half of 
these had other faults affecting 
fuel economy... 

Multiply-up one wasted gal- 
lon per nearly-new car every 
two to three weeks, and it could 
be that, here in the UK, cars in 
their first 12 months of life alone 
are responsible for wasting up 
to 20million gallons of precious 
petrol. An alarming thought, 
and one that’s likely especially 
to disturb all those new-car 
owners who run-in carefully 
and ‘go by the book’ when it 
comes to returning their vehi- 
cles to franchised dealers for 
regular maintenance. For they, 
surely, have a right to expect 
that their cars are in tip-top 
tune, making the most of every 
costly gallon? 

While the garage trade pon- 
ders our findings — and, next 


‘Don’t worry, sir, we'll soon locate it.’ 


issue, we'll be happy to publish 
any of its comments — it’s 
worth noting that the percen- 
tage of nearly-new cars with 
mpg problems found in DRIVE’s 
West Bromwich survey is about 
the same as for used cars in 
general... a fact that emerged 
when, our ‘Save It’ passions 
roused, we went on to analyse 
AA inspection-reports on cars 
up to 10 years old, many ser- 
viced by DlYourselfers. 


Unholy trinity 

THE COST of running a big car in 
France has suddenly gone 
through the roof. In this land of 
taxation by ccs, a 3litre or big- 
ger car used to attract an 
annual road tax of around £75 
(that’s why so many French 
limousines stop at the 2.8 
engine size). Now, the gov- 
ernment has pushed this up to 
a painful £450 — and that’sina 
country where petrol, too, is 
dearer than in Gt Britain. 


Strict rotation 

WANKEL ROTARY engines nearly 
died during the first energy 
crisis, killed off by their reputa- 
tion for guzzling petrol. Mazda 
was one of the few to persevere, 
and today the rotary is the pride 
of its engine range. Toyota bea- 
vered away, too, and is now 
ready to announce a twin-rotor 
Wankel that meets emission 
controls worldwide and gives a 
claimed 20% improvement in 
fuel economy compared to a 
similar engine. 


Looking for turbo 
WHILE SOME specialist car com- 
panies are limping into the 
1980s, Porsche continues to 
roar ahead. With almost 500 
cars a week rolling off the line, 
the 924, powered by an Audi- 
based 2litre engine, is almost a 
mass-produced exoticar. 

We're not complaining, 
either, when it means that 
Porsche can introduce its 924 
Turbo at the bargain-basement 
price of £13,629. It’s a car that 
can live with rivals such as the 
Ferrari Dino 308 GT4, the 
Maserati Merak or our own 
Jaguar XJS — and just look 
those up in our price guides. 

With a standstill to 60mph 
time of under 7sec, and a top 
speed that, in Britain, is totally 
academic, the 924 Turbo is a 
real muscle-car — and in that 
respect it answers a major cri- 
ticism of the standard 924. 

But the story isn’t all roses. 
On a brief, 100-mile drive, one 
of our testers didn’t enjoy the 
car's firm low-speed ride — 
Porsche’s price for its sure 
handling — and the Turbo’s 
gearbox takes some knowing. 

To handle the claimed 50% 


Protected Eagles No.6 


Ornate Hawk Eagle 


~ A tropical forest dweller in Central and Southern America. 
Its name aptly describes its brilliant colouring. 
The position of the black crest indicates the bird’s mood. 
When provoked it is fully displayed. Like all eagles, it is a 
protected bird. 


Soatine So SIR NNO RAED esta ASS 


With 160 U.K. branches you can rely on our 
countrywide insurance service for your protection. Millions do. 
Ask your broker or call in at your nearest branch. 


Eagle Star Insurance 
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increase in torque, Porsche had | despite Porsche’s view that the 
to use the gearbox fromthe 911, | ‘emergency’ tyre is safe to use. 
with its unique shift pattern | The reply was that owners are 
that’s designed to give speed- | warned that they risk prosecu- 
merchants a quick change bet- | tion in this country if they use 
ween fourth and fifth. The snag | the tyre, and that Porsche is not 
is that it’s all too easy to shift up | inclined to make what would be 
from first to fourth, and you | amajor body change just for the 
have to make aconscious effort | UK market... 
to remember that first gear is to For the technically minded, 
the left and down — otherwise | only the block, crankshaft and 
you rocket off in reverse! Solo | connecting rods have been 
Porsche owners will no doubt | retained from the original 
become accustomed, but what | engine. A new alloy cylinder : -S : 
about two-car families? Maybe | head features platinum-tipped | boost of 10psi, the effective | imum power output to 170bhp 
the only answer is to buy two | sparkplugs sited on the induc- | compression ratio is 10.8:1. — and at a lower engine speed 
Turbos. tion side of the engine, a new The KKK turbocharger fits | (5500rpm instead of 5800rpm). 
DRIVE also questioned | combustion chamber shape, | neatly in the lee of the canted | The increase in torque is even 
Porsche about its super-slim | and different pistons to reduce | power unit and, with a larger | more impressive, reaching 
spare wheel, which might be | the compression ratio to 7.5:1. | Bosch K-Jetronic petrol-injec- | 181Ib ft at 3500rpm. 
ae Combined with a turbocharger | tion system, increases the max- On our first meeting with the 
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What’s it cated? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain Bac, ee vee 5054 

tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 2000GLX 5349 5694 RTR432 
manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the cheque you can expect to write to put your new Mini or Rolls on the road, estate 5949 — 

seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and delivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a Sapporo 2000 6649 6994 
DRIvE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members can 

apply to their regional AA office — address in Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, DIAHATSU (ie dealers) 


Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. ee Set OP oer 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; hard top 5101 — 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 1SOOHL 4dr 44840 — DS/79 Fleetwood FSO soft top 
an average 200 miles. 1750L 4dr == 4487 Brougham (diesel) 5435 — 
Cn 1750L estate — 4735 d'Elegance = 15869 hard top 

DRIVE/AA 1750HL 4dr 4650 4925 ss (diesel) 5595 — 
Model Manual Auto Road Test 1750HL estate 5077 5482 CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) Charade XG 3101 — 
oO Vanden Plas Super Seven TC 5556 — XTE 3471 — 
AC (18 dealers) 1500 4dr 5385 5826 1600GT 4824 — 
3000ME 13440 — Marina 1300 3560 — a DATSUN (400 dealers) 
—— 4dr 3702\5)— CHEVROLET (5 dealers) New Cherry 3dr 
ALFA ROMEO (157 dealers) 1300L 2dr 3834 — Caprice Classic — 12904 hatchback 2898 — 
Alfasud Super 4dr 3945 4350 RTR392 Classic (Ihd) — 10680 GL 3dr 3129 — 

1.3 (1350) 3950 _ 1300HL 4dr 4352 4757 Classic estate — 13028 4dr saloon 3192 — 
Super1.5 4150 — 1300 estate 4186 — Classic estate 5dr estate 3408 — 
wake} 4350 — 1700 4dr 3971 — (Ihd) _ 10805 3dr coupe 3602 — 
Sprint Veloce 5450 — 1700L 4dr 4214 4619 Monte Carlo Sunny 1200GLS 

Giulietta 1.6 5150 — D25/79 1700HL 4dr 4651 5056 D4/79 coupe _ 9878 2dr 3388 
1.8 . 5450 —_ 1700 estate 4437 — Corvette (Ihd) — 12228 4dr 3495 — D20/79 
2000L 6050 — 1700L estate 4679 5084 SSS a ee 1400GLS 2dr — 3860 
GTV2000 6850 — 1700HL estate 5077 5482 CITROEN (266 dealers) 4dr — 3957 
GTV2000SE so48 — Maxi 1750 4531 5008 2CV6 2318 — RTR118 1200 estate 3729 — 
Se eee 1750HL 4791 5268 Dyane 2549 — D1/79 1400 coupé 
ASTON MARTIN (13 dealers) 1750HLS 4921 — Visa Club 3445 — 4-speed 3829 — 
v8 30107 30107 Princess 1700L 4578 5083 Super 3562 _ 1400 fastback 
V8 Vantage 32608 — 1700HL 5015 5520 GS special 3633 — estate 4031 — 
V8 Volante 38108 38108 1700HLS 5498 6003 estate 3899 — Violet 140J Mk 3 3823. — RI132M 
Lagonda — 50042 2000HL 5290 5795 GS 1220 Club 3766 — RTR384 160J Mk 3 3906 4204 
Se 2 2000HLS 5771 6276 Pallas 4182 4425 SSS coupé 4391 *— 
AUDI (355 dealers) 2200HLS 6271 6776 estate 4021 — Bluebird 160B 
80LS 5509 5863 Ss) GSA (12998cc) Mk II 4122 — 
GLS 6008 6361 D18/79 BENTLEY (78 dealers) Club 4193 4348 180B 4230 — 
GLE 7216 — T2 Series _— 39390 Pallas 4532 4687 180B estate 
100 Avant L 6307 a Corniche _ 58563 estate 4406 4663 Mk Il 4584 — RTR316 
L5S 6811 7369 Convertible — 62189 CX Reflex 5733 — 180B SSS Mk |I14730 — 
GL 5S 7565 8122 SS Athena 6711 = Laurel 2litre 
L5D 7625 — BMW (144 dealers) 2400 Pallas 7657 7872 Mk Il (PAS) 5628 5968 
AvantGL5S 7752 8310 316 5311 — R149 2500 Diesel 2.4litre (PAS) 6328 6668 
GL 5E 7969 8528 320 6680 7117 #RI149 Super 7235 — Skyline 240K 
CD 5E — 9982 323i 7761 8198 D12/79 Diesel Pallas 7857 — coupe 6893 7233 
AvantCD5E — 10449 518 6866 — 2400 Pallas 280ZX 2-seater 8760 9100 
ee 520 7983 8420 D2/78 Injection _ 8360 _| 280ZX 2+2 9714 10054 
AUSTIN MORRIS (1850 dealers) 525 9101 9584 GTi 8337 — 280C saloon 7226 7566 
Mini 850 City 2619 — RTR340 528i 10326 10808 Prestige 280C estate 7054 7394 
850 Super 2877 — 635CSi 18951 18951 Injection -- 11122 
1000 Super 2949 3396 D3/78 728i 12056 12606 2400 Super DE TOMASO (3 dealers) 
Clubman 732i 13854 14404 estate 7155 7505 Pantera GTS 19278 — 
(1098cc) 3255 — 735i 15606 15960 5-speed 7290 — Longchamp _ 21502 
Clubman —————— 2500 Diesel Deauville _ 24635 
(998cc) — 3702 03/78 BRISTOL (0 dealer) Super estate 7558 — 
estate 412 S2 5-speed 7694 — FERRARI (18 dealers) 
(1098cc) 3534 — convertible- Familiale 2400 Dino 308GT4 17642 — 
estate saloon _ 32817 Super 7284 7634 308GTB 19081 — 
(998cc) —_ 3981 412/S3 5-speed 7420 — 308GTS 20009 — 
1275GT 3644 — Beaufighter — 38098 2500 Diesel 7685 — 400GT 31916 31916 
Allegro 11000L 3340 — 603 S2 —_ 39318 5-speed 7821 — 512B 33188 — 
1300 2dr 3466 3913 
4dr 3596 4043 BUICK (5 dealers) COLT (280 dealers) FIAT (406) dealers) 
1300L 2dr 3841 — Century _ 9578 GLX 3dr 126 2222 — 
4dr 3945 4350 hatchback 4049 — de Ville 2440 — D1/79 
1300HL 4dr 4311 4758 #£RTR377 CADILLAC (5 dealers) GLX 5dr 127 9OOL 2dr 3000 — RI137 
; 1300 estate 3844 4291 Seville Elegante — 21769 hatchback 4299 — 1050L 3dr 3200 — 
i 1300L estate 4120 4567 Elegante (Ihd) — 19396 Lancer 1400GLX 4449 — 1050CL 3dr 3413 —_ RTR429 
1500L 4dr 4046 — Seville _— 18362 1600GSR 4849 — Sport 3771 — 
1500L estate 4294 — Seville (Ihd)  — 15989 Celeste 1600ST 4549 — 128 1300CL 3504 — 
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Turbo, we couldn't think of any 
equipment that it lacked: the 
standard package includes 
electrically operated door mir- 
rors with heating elements for 
frosty mornings. 

God willing, we'll report 
further on the Turbo next issue, 
when it’s pitted against 
Maserati’s Merak and the Lotus 
Esprit 702. 


Derv’ll take the rest 

ON THE CONTINENT, the swing to 
diesel continues, with everyone 
who is anyone making at least 
one saloon that runs on derv. 
Unlike the UK, where taxation 
makes diesel fuel more expen- 
sive than petrol, European 
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CL estate 


3771 = 
X1/9 1500 5684 — D14/79 
Mirafiori 1300CL 3976 — 
4dr 4105 — 
1600CL 4dr 4500 5203 
estate 4751 5054 RATR412 
Supermirafiori 
1600TC 5025 5352 £D10/78 
estate 5209 5536 
Mirafiori Sport 55989 — 
132 2litre 5893 6234 
Bellini 6114 6453 
Strada 65L 
1300 3dr 3509 — 
65L 1300 5dr 3627 — 
65CL 1300 3dr 3794 — 
65CL 1300 5dr 3930 — 
75CL 1500 3dr 4229 4568 
75CL 1500 5dr 4349 4658 #£D17/79 
900T Super 
Amigo 44i5 — 
900T Amigo XL 4827 — 
FORD (1240 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 3050 — RTR417 
950L 3398 — 
1100 3216 — D16/79 
1100L 3552 — 
1100S 3898 — 
1100 Ghia 4176 — R170 
1300S 4098 _— 
1300 Ghia 4375 — 
Escort 1100 
Popular Plus 3248 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3380 — 
1100L 3504 — 
1100L 4dr 3636 — 
1100 estate 3470 — 
1300 Popular 
Plus 3383 — D4/78 
1300 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3512 — 
1300L 3603 3967 
1300L 4dr 3735 4099 
1300GL 3877 4241 
1300GL 4dr 4010 4374 
1300 Sport 4172 — 
1300 Ghia 4380 — 
1300 Ghia 4dr 4514 — 
1300 estate 3651 —_ 
1300L estate 3999 4363 
1300GL estate 4349 4713 
1600L 3949 4313 
1600 Sport 4289 — 
1600GL 4224 4588 
1600 Ghia 4630 4994 D4/79 
Cortina 1300 3733. — 
1300 4dr 3873 — 
1300L 4090 — RTR372 
1300L 4dr 4229 — 
1600 4dr 4089 — 
1600L 4445 4809 D22/79 
1600GL 4919 — 
1600 Ghia 5629 5993 
1600 estate 4528 — 
1600L estate 4926 5290 
1600GL estate 5406 5770 
1600 Ghia 
estate 6102 6466 
2000GL 5177 5541 
2000 Ghia 5788 6152 
2000GL estate 5664 6028 RTR413 


derv costs about 40-60% of the 
price of 2-star. It’s not surpris- 
ing, therefore, that VW-Audi is 
widening its range of diesel 
models, for it cannot make 
enough diesel Golfs to satisfy 
demand. 

The new VW Passat diesel is 
the result of turning the Golf's 


2000 Ghia 


estate 6261 6625 
2300GL 5823 6187 
2300 Ghia 6433 6797 
2300GL estate 6310 6674 
2300 Ghia 
estate 6906 7270 
Capri 1300L 4108 — RTR373 
1600L 4330 4694 
1600GL 4679 5043 RTR342 
1600S 5319 — 
2000GL 4962 5326 
2000S 5543. — RI166 
2000 Ghia 6148 6512 
3000S 5950 — 
3000 Ghia — 6958 Ri114 
Granada 2000L 5844 6288 Al128 
2000L estate 6455 — 
2100 diesel 6305 — 
2300L 6470 6914 
2300GL 7818 8262 
2300L estate 7081 7525 
2300GL estate 8060 8504 
2800GL — 8625 
28001 GL 9016 — 
2800 Ghia — 9739 
2800i Ghia 10181 10625 
2800GL estate — 8625 D8/78 
28001, GL 
estate 9250 — 
2800 Ghia 
estate _ 10091 D8/78 
28001 Ghia 
estate 10533 — 
RS2000 4887 — 
Custom 5511 _— 
FORD USA (15 dealers) 
Mercury Monarch 
Ghia (rhd) — 9428 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (ihd) 7879 ~— 
HONDA (236 dealers) 

Civic 1300 3dr 3128 3358 RTR362 
1300 5dr 3328 3558 AI155 
Accord 3dr 4378 4598 RTR420 
4dr 4518 4788 D4/79 

Executive DL ~ 5198 
Prelude 5088 5358 
JAGUAR-DAIMLER (319 dealers) 
Jaguar XJ63.4 14130 14130 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 15481 15481 
XJ12 5.3 _ 18298 RTR305 
XJS — 19329 RTR394 
Daimler 
Sovereign 4.2 16475 16475 
Double Six — 19287 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 20678 
Double-Six 
Vanden Plas _ 25137 
JEEP (78 dealers) 
CJ7 soft top 5653.  — 
hard top 6068 — 
Renegade 
soft top 7197 — 
hard top 7570 — 
CJ Golden Eagle 7197 — 
hard top 7570 — 
Cherokee 4dr 
(6-cyl) 9571 9678 


unit round and fitting it into the 
estate car’s engine bay. 
Because it’s a bigger car than 
the Golf, acceleration feels 
more leisurely — sometimes 
embarrassingly so when pulling 
out from sideroads and trying to 
merge into the traffic. Noise 
levels are similar to the Golf’s, 


S (6-cyl) _ 10551 
SV8 — 11169 D2/79 
Chief V8 — 11488 
Golden Eagle — 11828 
LADA (200 dealers) 
1200 2408 — R175 
estate 2719 — 
1300ES 2806 — D4/78 
1500 estate 2863 — 
1500ES estate 3227 — 
1600 3078 — RiN73 
1600ES 3478 — R173 
Niva 4399 — 
LANCIA (140 dealers) 
1600 5146 — 
2000 5439 5894 AI17 
2000ES 5819 6274 
Beta coupé 5113 — 
1600 5828 — 
2000 6304 — 
Beta Spyder 
2000 6851 — 
Beta HPE 1600 6576 — 
2000 7108) —— 
Gamma Berlina 8012 — 
Gran Turismo 10011 — 


LAND-ROVER (486 dealers) 


Land-Rover 5601 _ 

diesel 6406 — 

Iwb 6516 — 

lwb (diesel) 7321 _ 

Iwb (6-cyl) 6631 — 
LOTUS (33 dealers) 
Elite 501 14836 15233 

502 15801 — 

503 16387 — 

504 _ 16605 
Eclat 520 13134 — 

521 14162 14559 

522 15159 — 

523 15719 — 

524 _ 15968 
Esprit 701 14335 — 

702 15030 — 
MASERATI (9 dealers) 
Merak SS 19054 — 
Kyalami 25757 — 
Khamsin 28248 — 


MAZDA (249 dealers) 


1300 hatchback 3655 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3855 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 4055 — 
1400 hatch 5dr ~— 4155 
1400 estate 4055 — D5/79 
Montrose 
1600GL 4505 — 
GLS 4805 — 
2000GLS 5105 5421 D23/79 
GLS coupé 5605 5955 
2000 estate 5755 6155 
RX-7 8705 — 
TWR coupé 7355 — 
MERCEDES-BENZ (98 dealers) 
200 7928 ~— 
200D 8104 — 


however, which means idling 
rattles and vibrations that 
smooth out nicely at higher 
speeds. 

The interesting new five- 
cylinder derv engine for the 
Audi 100 is especially impres- 
sive. This 1986cc unit delivers 
7Obhp, and its performance, on 
a brief test run, seems about the 
same as the Golf LD’s — which 
is very acceptable. We haven't 
yet done our own fuel tests, but 
anticipate 35-40mpg from the 
five-cylinder and a good 45mpg 
from the Passat, compared to 
an overall 51mpg in our test of 
the Golf LD. 

But perhaps the most impre- 
ssive part of the diesel Audi is its 
refinement: cruising along the 
motorway or round sideroads, 


230 _— 9070 
230C — 11057 
240D 9086 9682 
240D Iwb 14199 14639 
240TD estate 10586 10586 
250 _ 10490 
250T — 11864 
250 Iwb — 14199 
300D — 11302 
280E — 12507 D4/79 
280SE — 14614 
280CE — 13581 
280TE estate _ 13993 
350SE — 16996 
350SL —_ 16825 
450SE — 18295 
450SEL — 19317 
450SL — 17976 
450SLC — 21143 
450SEL 6.9 — 30632 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 
4/4 1600 5772 — 
4-str 6363 — 
Plus 8 8294 — 
MG (1850 dealers) 
MG Midget 3957 — 
MGB Sports 5300 — RTR243 
MGB GT 6029 — D13/79 
OPEL (233 dealers) 
Kadett L 2dr 3463 — 
L 4dr 3603. — 
L 3dr estate 3866 — 
LS 2dr 3677 — 
LS 4dr 3818 — 
LS 3dr 3778 — 
LS 5dr 3920 — 
LS 3drestate 4143 — 
LS 5drestate 4284 — 
GL 4dr 4274 — 
GL 5dr 4374 — 
GL 5drestate 4673 — 
Berlina 4dr 4727 — 
Berlina 5dr 4827 — 
SR 4628 — 
Ascona SR 5080 — 
4drL 4067 — 
4dr GL 4457 4887 
4dr GL 2.0 4682 5112 
Berlina 2.0 5240 5670 
Manta 2.0 
Berlinetta 
hatchback 5927 6357 
coupe 5794 6224 #£xRTR407 
Rekord 4dr 5602 6059 
Berlina 5894 6351 
Berlina HL 6775 7232 
estate GL 6343 6800 
GL diesel 6640 7097 
estate DL 
diesel 7161 7618 
Senator 2.8S 8760 9309 
Senator — 11497 
Monza coupe 11808 11808 


PANTHER (35 de Ville, 3 Lima dealers) 


J72 4.2 24135 24558 
de Ville 5.3 
saloon _ 58390 
convertible _ 72355 
Lima 8390 8813 
Lima Turbo 11090 — 
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Home comforts 
onthe Continent 


At the Post House, Liége, you are 
within a few minutes’ drive of one of 
the crossroads of Kurope’s Motorway 
system. Four hours’ drive will get 
you to Paris, five to Frankfurt, two 
and a half to Cologne or Amsterdam. 
Andas you are only an hour away 
from Brussels Airport and two anda 
half from the port of Ostend, the 
Post House is an ideal spot for your 
first night — or your last- on the 
Continent. 

All the comfort, service and 
friendliness you have come to expect 
in UK Post Houses is now yours in 
Europe —and the excellent value for 
money too. 

Even in a region famous for good 
living, the cuisine and cellar are 
outstanding. There is a delightful 
restaurant and a cocktail bar. All the 
rooms have a private bathroom and 
radio. Private swimming pool, 
sun-terrace and ample parking. 

To make sure of home comforts 
abroad, book in at the Post House, 
Liége. Just ring 01-537 3444. 


Yours fai 


Manc pestes ae 


England 


ully 


TRUSTHOUSE FORTE HOTELS 


@ 
s Minchen 
AS 


ZOrich Austria 
Switzerland 


YVL- - \ 
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there is little more than a loud 
hum to give the game away, and 
no vibration at all — except if 
you are clumsy with the 
accelerator in traffic. It’s a very 
economical way of floating 
around in the grand manner. 


See Audi run 
Meanwhile, back at the man- 
sion, Audi fans with no need to 
justify their lifestyle will be put- 
ting down their double- 
barrelled names for the 200 5T, 
due to make its debut at the 
Geneva Motor Show in March. 
The ‘T’ stands for turbo, of 


course, blowing 170bhp from 
the 2.2litre engine; blowing 
your mind, too, if you are ina 
country that allows you to floor 
the accelerator — 0-60mph in 
around 82sec, a top speed of 
135mph. And our short burst 
convinced us that either Audi’s 
figures are conservative or the 
speedo is wrong... 

It does it all in such civilised 
surroundings, too central 
door-locking, electric windows, 
three cigar lighters, ribbed- 
velour seats (headlining to 
match, featuring eyelevel digi- 
tal clock); anything not there 
comes as a factory option — 


from air-conditioning and elec- 


trically heated seats to the sine 


qua non ski bag. But perhaps 
the most impressive extra of 


them all on this audacious Audi 


is the new anti-lock braking 


system to be 


launched this 


August. The 200 5T’s braking is 


PEUGEOT (262 dealers) 


104GL 3279 — RTR406 
104ZL 3158 — 
104GR 3609 — 
104SR 3758 — 
104ZR 3488 — 
104ZS 4098 — RI146 
104S 4218 — 
304GL estate 3910 — RTR386 
304SL estate 4207 — 
305GL 4058 — D9/78 
305GR 4407 — D9/78 
305SR 4825 — RI162 
305GRD (diesel) 5102 — D19/79 
504GR 4913 5485 
504GRD 5617 — 
504 estate 5458 — 
diesel estate 6130 — 
GR estate 6159 6731 
Family estate 6470 7042 
diesel estate 7261 —_ 
505GR 6128 6718 
SR 6612 7203 
Ti 6716 7306 
STI 7200 7791 
GRD 6903 — 
SRD 7387 — 
604SL 8601 9173 
Ti 9972 10420 
D Turbo 9667 — 
POLSKI FIAT (113 dealers) 
125P 2584 — RTR379 
estate 2940 — 
Polonez 3500 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
Firebird 
Trans-Am _ 9864 
PORSCHE (19 dealers) 
924 9276 9755 D7/78 
924 Lux 9755 10133 
924 Turbo 13802 — 
911SC (coupé 
or targa) 16282 — 
911 SC (sport 
coupé or targa) 17527 — 
928 21900 21900 
928S 25424 25424 
Turbo 28123 28123 
PORTARO (25 dealers) 
Pampas 250D 6660 — 
250DL 7020 — 
250DPU 7151 — 
250DP 7288 = —— 
RELIANT (180, and 75 Scimitar dealers) 
Robin 850 2755 — 
estate 3005 — 
Super Robin 850 3155 — 
estate 3355 — 
Kitten DL 3437 — D21/79 
DL estate 3697 
Scimitar GTE 9500 9500 RTR303 
A oraeld (447 dealers) 

2976 — RTR364 
et 3020 — RTR364 
4GTL 3222 — 

5 3012 — 

5TL 3390 — D3/78 

5GTL 3dr 3569 — RI143 
5dr 3723. — RTR370 

5TS 3966 — 

5 auto — 4040 

5 Gordini 5053 — 


RTR385 


A ATS 3865 
estate 4306 — RTR374 
14TL 3812 — RTR414 
14GTL 3943 — 
14TS 4418 — D6/78 
18TL 4059 _— 
estate 4433. — 
18TS 4459 — D15/79 
estate 4863 5188 
18GTL 4672 — 
18GTS 5124 — 
18 auto — 5162 
20TL 5464 — 
20LS 6021 6346 RTR409 
20TS 6586 6911 
30TS 7864 8189 012/78 
30TX 9277 9602 RI134 
ROLLS-ROYCE (78 dealers) 
Silver Shadow Il — 39390 RTR312 
Silver Wraith | — 46379 
Corniche _ 58563 
Convertible _ 62189 
Camargue _— 71308 
ROVER-TRIUMPH (950 dealers) 
Rover 2300 6717 7172 #&0D8/78 
2600 7841 #8091 
3500 9817 10067 RTR428 
V8S 11429 11679 
Range Rover 3.5 12538 — D2/79 
Triumph Spitfire 4444 — 
hardtop 4609 — 
Dolomite 1300 4133 — 
1500 4435 4867 
1500HL 4935 5367 
1850HL 5501 5933 
Sprint 6675 6834 
TR7 5891 6170 
SAAB (193 dealers) 
99GL 2dr 5292 — 
99GL 4dr 5762 6262 #£=ATR419 
99 2dr Turbo 7877 — 
900GL 3dr 6477 — 
900GLS 3dr 6767 7322 
900GLS 5dr 7047 7677 
900EMS 3dr 7847 — 
900GLE 5dr — 8682 
Turbo 3dr 10037 — 
Turbo 5dr 10437 — 
SKODA (285 dealers) 
S110R coupe 2274 — 
105S 2149 — 
105L 2343 — D1/79 
120L 2395 — 
120LE 2594 — 
120LS 2843 — 
120LSE 3044 — 
SPARTAN (0 dealers) 
Sports 2dr 4790 — 
2+2 5145 — 
SUBARU (89 dealers) 
1600DL 2dr 3313 — 
4dr 3462 3873 £D6/78 
Custom 4dr 3649 — 
coupé 3325 — 
GFT 3861 — 
GLF 4123. — 
4wd 5199 — 
DL estate 3687 — 
4wd estate 4587 — D2/79 


SUZUKI (23 dealers) 
$C100 2550 — 


LJ80 4wd 3350 
LJ80V 4wd 3800 
TALBOT (650 dealers) 
Sunbeam 1.0LS 3073 
1.0GL 3355 
1.3LS 3313 
1.3GL 3596 
1.6GL 3743 
1.6GLS 4250 
1.6Ti 4553 
Lotus 7120 
Avenger 1.3LS 3444 
1.3GL 3914 
1.3LS estate 3833 
1.3GL estate 4327 
1.6LS 3576 
1.6GL 4046 
1.6GLS 4418 
1.6LS estate 3965 
1.6GL estate 4459 
Horizon LS 
(1118cc) 3440 
LS (1294cc) 3597 
GL (1118cc) 3921 
GL (1294cc) 4078 
GLS (1294cc) 4470 
SX — 
2litre 5086 
Alpine LS 
(1294cc) 4147 
LS (1442cc) 4338 
GL (1442cc) 4860 
GLS (1442cc) 5562 
1600SX — 
Matra Rancho 6436 


TOYOTA (232 dealers) 


Starlet GL 3dr 3179 
GL 5dr 3276 
1200 3dr 3408 
1200 5dr 3510 
Corolla 
30-1200DL 2dr 3144 
1200DL 4dr 3263 
estate 3531 
1600 Liftback 3915 
Carina 1600DL 3976 
estate 4277 
Celica 1600ST 
coupe 4465 
2000ST 
Liftback 4858 
2000XT 
Liftback 5598 
2000GT 
Liftback 5903 
Cressida 
2000DL 4674 
estate 5026 
Crown 2600 
Super _ 
Corona 1800 
Liftback 5404 
TVR (26 dealers) 
3000M 8196 
convertible 8931 
Taimar 9185 
Turbo 12196 
convertible 12913 
Taimar Turbo 13185 
Tamsin 13001 


VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 


Chevette E 3101 
E 3dr 3149 
E 4dr 3277 


RI164 


D6/78 


D9/78 


RTR405 
RTR339(a) 


D5/79 


RTR308 


Rl151 


RTR381 


D3/79 
D3/79 


RTR399 


D10/78 


RTR423 


D7/78 


5840 
5304 
5767 


6083 
6264 
6834 
9891 
10249 


L 2dr 3389 
L 3dr 3437 
L 4dr 3515 
L estate 3825 
GL 3dr 3807 
GL 4dr 3885 
2300HS 3dr 6119 
Viva E 3052 
E 4dr 3174 
1300L 2dr 3331 
L 4dr 3453 
L estate 3699 
GLS estate 4131 
GLS 2dr 3762 
GLS 4dr 3884 
1800GLS 4dr 4084 
Cavalier 1300L 3837 
1300L 4dr 3962 
1600L 2dr 4043 
1600L 4dr 4169 
GL 4dr 4631 
GL2000 4dr 4874 
GL Sports 
hatch 4948 
GLS Sports 
hatch 5410 
2000GL 4dr 4874 
GLS 4dr 5337 
GLS 2000 
sports hatch 5653 
Carlton 2000 5807 
estate 5dr 6377 
Royale 9891 
coupe 10249 
VOLKSWAGEN (355 dealers) 
Polo N900 3dr 3236 
L900 3dr 3559 
GLS 1100 3dr 3921 
Derby 
$1100 2dr 3422 
LS 1100 2dr 3771 
GLS 1300 
2dr 4126 
Golf N 1100 3dr 3572 
L 1100 5dr 4039 
LD (diesel) 
1500 5dr 4855 
LS 1300 3dr 4226 
GLS 1300 5dr 4693 
GLS 1460 5dr — 
GTi 1600 3dr 5256 
Passat LS 1600 5192 
GLS 1600 5dr 5621 
LS estate 5491 
GLS estate 5983 
LD estate 
(diesel) 5905 
Scirocco GLS 
1600 coupé 5852 
GLi 6801 
Storm 7297 
VOLVO (237 dealers) 
343DL 4302 
345DL 4601 
244DL 6146 
SR 6540 
244GL+o0/d 7530 
244GLE 8147 
245DL estate 6887 
245GL estate 7601 
245GLE estate 8261 
264GL 8707 
264GLE 9857 
265GL estate 8864 
265GLE estate 9660 


262 coupé 


RTR396 


D3/79 


RTR378 


D9/78 
D9/78 
RTR382 
RI163(a) 


R152 


D12/78 


D24/79 


RTR408 
RTR408 


D3/79 


RI168 


RI160 


D6/78 


RTR388 
RI165 


D6/79 


D10/78 
RTR426 
RTR426 


RTR368 


RTR395 


DRIVE March-April 1980 


already Audi-good; with anti- 
lock, it should be ... well, 
unstoppable is hardly the word. 

There’s no doubt that this is 
Audi's rival for the Jags, Mercs 
and BMWs. We'll swear we saw 
the tears of pride start to the 
eyes of design head Ferdinand 
Piech as he told us so. 

And the reason for all this 
extravagance? Ferdinand 
explains it as Audi’s contribu- 
tion to the energy crisis — 
restrained opulence, 135mph 
and around 25mpg...notall at 
the same time, of course. Man- 
aging director Mike Heelas, on 
the other hand, realistically 
says that, given Audi's 
already-good penetration of 
Britain (only W Germany and 
the US buy more Audis), the 
only way is up-market. Which is 
also why he’s not importing the 
non-turbo version of the 200 — 
the 5E. He hopes to sell 1000 
5Ts, mostly automatics, in the 
UK in 1980 at £13,200-£13,500 — 
‘but if anyone wants a manual, 
we can do it at no extra cost.’ 

How times have changed. 

@ Whatever next from Audi, you 
ask? Well, how about the Quat- 
tro, tipped for later this year —a 
four-wheel-drive ‘with’, says 
our straight-faced Audi infor- 
mant, ‘rally potential’. 


Members only 

THE 1980-1981 AA Members’ 
Handbook will be available 
from 1 April, and only a fool 
would risk driving without it. 

The AA is sure to retain its 
place in the Guinness Book of. 
Records as placing the largest 
single print order in the world, 
for, this time, 4.8million hand- 
books will roll off the presses. 
Again, they will be distributed 
through AA outlets to save the 
otherwise massive postage 
bill, but any member wishing to 
receive his or her copy through 
the letterbox has the option of 
paying 45p p&p. 

Research for the handbook 
never stops, and, while much 
of the work consists of improv- 
ing its presentation and updat- 
ing information, the book 
includes some new features — 
such as a conversion table to 
help your forecourt calcula- 
tions now that more and more 
petrol pumps are selling in 
litres instead of gallons. As 
before, the book is free to AA 
members and extra copies 
cost £2 each. 


Loaded questions 

HAULAGE FIRMS are warning that 
higher freight costs and late 
deliveries could be the result of 
a Berkshire road scheme. The 
Road Haulage and Freight 
Transport Associations are 
awaiting the outcome of their 
court appeal against Berkshire 
County Council, for avictory for 
Berkshire will almost certainly 
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Shape of Fords tocome? Cortina will look just like it: in three years’ time. Although a 
UNVEILED...whatcouldbethe when the Dagenham-_ sloping rear end is likely for the 
successor to the current Cor- assembled Mk IV Cortina was saloon, it is not yet clear 
tina, two years from now (top); introduced in Gt Britain in Sep- whether it will feature a hatch- 
the next Granada saloon and_ tember 1976, the identical car back. 


estate versions, (centre leftand was being unwrapped in Ger- _ Pictures of the Escort — pre- 
right); and the Escortcoupe(bot- many but with the Taunus viously code-named Erica, due 
tom); which, it is being whis- name. to make its debut at the Birming- 
pered, could replace the Capri The Taunus 82 (codename ham NEC Motor Show this 


in 1983. Toni) will be lighter, for October — have already been 

These artists’ impressions improved fuel consumption. It published. But this impression 
are based on drawings at the isalsolikely to have front-wheel of a coupé variant is new. A 
design studios of Ford of Ger- drive, which could mean the medium-range model, it’s 
many, in Cologne. The Ford end of the V6 engine. scheduled for 1983, and early 
Taunus is earmarked for 1982 Also on the drawing-board is reports suggest that it will 
and, if history is any guide, the the Granada replacement due replace the ageing Capri. 


Cortina 


Granada saloon 


Granada estate 


Escort coupe 


Auto Zeitung, Cologne 


spur other local authorities into 
following its example and ban- 
ning heavy lorries from many 
roads that the hauliers see as 
vital to their work. 

Berkshire’s scheme is 
centred on what’s known as the 
Windsor Cordon, a 40- 
square-mile area of the royal 
town in which several roads 
have been closed to lorries 
weighing more than five tons 
unladen. Even firms making 
deliveries in the cordon must 
first obtain a special permit. 

The 18-month experimental 
period ended last December — 
when the order for the ban 
became permanent. 

Says George Mitchell, sec- 
retary of the Road Haulage 
Association’s highways-and- 


N O, THEY’RE NOT the latest in 
economy Cars, just some of 
today’s many petrol-powered 
runabouts built for motoring- 
mad rich kids. Lined up for the 
massed start to DRIVE’s test day 
were 14 models, ranging from 
£260 mini-racers to an £1840 
model Bugatti. And, when the 
haze of 2-stroke mixture had 
cleared, after a morning’s 
closed-circuit competition, our 
junior testers gave us their ver- 
dicts — below. 

It must be admitted, however, 
that DRIVE’s fully-grown testers 
beat them to it: our profession- 
als reverted to their childhoods 
for a few days when they disco- 
vered that some of these toys 
could reach speeds of up to 
30mph. When you're sitting 
only inches off the ground 
that’s fast — too fast for a 
child’s safety and AA 
engineers used a variety of 
tricks to slow ‘em down. 


1 Super Vee £918.85 
Supplier Marcus Racing 
Construction tubular-steel 
chassis, glass-fibre body 
Engine 127cc 4-stroke, 
single-cylinder, air-cooled 
Starter recoil 
Brakes single discs on 
offside-rear wheel 
‘The best-looking car, and very 
comfortable, but it went much 
too fast to be controlled prop- 
erly,’ said Justin Raikes (nine). 
‘Going round corners, it felt as if 
it was going to turn over.’ 
Prophetic words. At the end 
of the day, Master Justin Taylor, 
nine-year-old son of a DRIVE car 
tester, found the Achille’s heel 
of this mini Beetle cabriolet and 
turned it over during spirited 
cornering. (The worried impor- 
ter promises that the 
American-made toy will in 
future be governed to 15mph, 
and get a full rally harness.) 
Otherwise, it’s well made, 
featuring working headlamps, 
electric horn, whitewall tyres, 
even a working speedo! 


traffic committee: ‘Our main 
worry is that councils up and 
down the country could jump 
on Berkshire’s bandwagon and 
restrict access to many roads, 
even where there aren't easy 
alternatives. What's more, our 
drivers would have to obtain a 
long list of permits before set- 
ting out on a long run. All this 
would increase our costs. 

‘Local authorities are acting 
out of concern for road damage 
that really stems from lack of 
maintenance caused by 
Whitehall’s spending axe. Their 
action could rebound on us 
drastically.’ 


One for the road 

LOOKS LIKE the demon alcohol 
could be the saviour of future 
motorists. Currently on test by 


2, 9 Marcus Racer £258.75 
Supplier Marcus Racing 
Construction tubular-steel 
chassis, glass-fibre body 
Engine 25cc 2-stroke, single- 
cylinder, air-cooled 
Starter recoil 
Brakes drum brake on near- 
side drive shaft, pedal-operated 
‘It was hard to get into,’ said 
Jamie Houston, aged six, ‘and | 
liked the model engine under 
the bonnet.’ 

Marcus Racing supplied two 


car-hire firm Avis is a new blend 
of petrol that could make each 
precious gallon of petroleum 
go farther. 

Hydrofuel, evolved by United 
International Research, is three 
parts ordinary (but lead-free) 
petrol and one part a mixture of 
alcohol, water and an additive 
that keeps everything nicely 
mixed. First results are 
‘encouraging’. 

Alcohol is already a popular 
fuel in Brazil, where it’s made in 
vast quantities from distilled 
sugar-cane juice. Volkswagen 
and Fiat already produce cars 
that are tuned to run on it. 

Slightly nearer home, 
Austrian authorities are con- 
sidering spiking all locally sold 
petrol, next year, to make each 
gallon of oil-based fuel go 


single-seat Racers, but, though |= 


they seemed well made and 
engineered, only one woutd 


actually start. The importer says = 


that these were the last of the 
breed, and that future Racers 
will be bigger. With such nice 


details as genuine 10mm @ 
sparkplugs for the dummy @ 


engine under the bonnet, they @3 


could be worth waiting for... 


3 Chinook £920 

Supplier G F Faulkner 
Construction tubular-steel 
frame, glass-fibre body 
Engine 200cc 4-stroke, 
single-cylinder, air-cooled 
Starter recoil 

Brakes mechanically operated 
disc on back axle 

‘Too fast and dangerous, but, if 
you're more than nine years old, 
it’s just right — not too fast and 
not too slow,’ said Richard 
Aston, 12. ‘It’s comfortable and 


easy to steer, and | felt perfectly _ 


safe all the time.’ 

The Chinook had ample room 
for two adults, and its 200cc 
Honda engine ensured plenty of 
power. The rollover bar was as 
rugged as the rest of the vehicle 
— one of the few to have practi- 
cal bumpers. Smaller children 
found the pedals a stretch. 


4 Model-T Fire engine 
£1101.70 

5, 6, 7 Model-T tow-truck, 
tourer, pick-up £929.20 
Supplier Marcus Racing 
Construction steel chassis 


and body, glass-fibre rear sec- 


Child’s 


farther, but Goodyear’s tyre 
specialists have found a more- 
novel use for moonshine. 

It seems that distilled grain 
alcohol can produce a sub- 
stance to replace the oil-based 
additive that gives synthetic 
rubber its elasticity and flexibil- 
ity. And, for good measure, it 
also provides the energy for the 
manufacturing process. 

It can take seven gallons of 
petroleum to make a radial tyre, 
says Goodyear — five for raw 
materials and two for power — 
so grain alcohol really could 
give significant fuel savings. 


Plus fours 

FOUR-WHEEL-DRIVE is Conquering 
new fields — see page 7. The 
next convert is expected to be 
Toyota, currently experiment- 


play 
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ing with a system to adapt its 
new front-wheel-drive models 
for improved off-road and 
bad-weather traction. Toyota’s 
great rival Datsun also has 
four-wheel-drive under test — 
initially intended for a small 
pick-up. 


No room at the inns 

THOUGH there are seven months 
to go before this year’s Motor 
Show at Birmingham's National 
Exhibition Centre, the city’s 
hotels are almost fully booked. 
Says a spokesman for the 
NEC-based information 


bureau: ‘Already we are having 
to place people 20 miles away at 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Leamington Spa.’ 
They'll be the lucky ones — by 
the time the show opens, the 


and 
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nearest accommodation will be 
30 miles or more away. In fact, 
many of 1980’s 2830 beds in 
central Birmingham were 
snapped up during the /ast 
Motor Show ... So, if you're 
intending to stay overnight at 
the NEC, get your hotel fixed 
now by writing to the Informa- 
tion Bureau, NEC, Birmingham. 


Gas leak 

WHEN DID you last check your 
fuel system for leaks? If yourcar 
isn’t examined regularly, you 
could be throwing your petrol 
away — literally. 

The warning comes from the 
Freight Transport Association, 
which represents more than 
15,500 carriers in the UK. In 
recent random tests of 485 lor- 
ries, almost half of them were 


tion, plastic wings and 
running-boards 

Engine 148cc 4-stroke, 
single-cylinder, air-cooled; 
206cc tow-truck 

Starter recoil; electric start for 
tow-truck 

Brakes mechanically- 
operated blocks on to tyres 
‘Comfortable to sit in; it’s a pity 
they were so slow. Frightening 
when the faster cars came up 
close behind, said Alexandra 
Raikes, aged 10. 

If Ralph Nader got his hands 
on one of these American pro- 
ducts, he’d have a fit. Marcus 
Racing delivered four versions 
of the Tin Lizzy, and all received 
a mauling. Seldom have we 
seen such crude construction, 
with many sharp corners and 


' raw edges on tin bodywork. 


Marcus Racing says that no 
more will be imported: future 
Model-Ts will be UK-built. 


8 Blow Mirage £725 
Supplier JJ Blow 
Construction tubular steel, 
glass-fibre body 
Engine 150cc 4-stroke, 
single-cylinder, air-cooled 
Starter recoil 
Brakes single mechanically 
operated disc on rear axle 
‘Didn't look like a real car — but 
the more time you spent driving 
it, the more you enjoyed it,’ said 
Roy Maslen, 10. ‘It felt very safe 
because it was so close to the 
ground, it accelerated smoothly 
and the brakes were good.’ 
Any manufacturer of real cars 
would be delighted if he could 
build to the standard of the 
Blow Mirage — a futuristic 
grp-bodied go-kart. We had 
reservations about its ground 
clearance, however, as one of 
our young testers clipped a 
kerb and split the bodywork. 


10 Bugatti Type 35 £1840 


¢ Supplier Tula Engineering 

= Construction aluminium and 
B < glass-fibre body 
SEngine 35cc 


two-stroke, 


found to have fuel leaks from 
pipes, filters, injection equip- 
ment or tanks. 


Anchors away? 

RESEARCH CHEMIST Maurice 
Hiles sent shivers down drivers’ 
backs when he warned that rust 
forming overnight on disc 
brakes could reduce a car’s 
stopping power by 50% the first 
time they are used. And, he 
claimed, the loss of brake effi- 
ciency grows the longer a vehi- 
cle is out of use. 

But the AA’s chief engineer, 
Marcus Jacobson, dismisses 
Hiles’ theory as ‘scaremonger- 
ing’. ‘Any surface rust would be 
immediately dispersed by the 
friction of braking,’ he says. 

‘What motorists should be 
wary of,’ Jacobson stresses, ‘is 


the danger of brakes’ sliding 
calipers seizing up — a condi- 
tion more pronounced on a 
car’s nearside, where dirt and 
de-icing-salt concentrations 
are highest. 

‘There can be a progressive 
build-up of a hard layer that 
could cause the sliding 
mechanism to fail, so owners 
should check the calipers at the 
end of each winter.’ 


Tobacco roads 
A GERMAN professor has joined 
DRIVE’s smoking debate, with 
the claim that smoking drivers 
are involved in more accidents 
than non-smokers. 

In our July-August issue, last 
year, DRIVE told the story of 
Dr de Kearney, a Frenchman, 
who maintained that, during 


single-cylinder, air-cooled 


- Starter recoil 


Brakes outside lever operating 
drum on rear wheel 

‘A lovely, comfortable car, easy 
to steer and easy to stop — and 
it didn’t rattle or shake at all. 
Going downhill was a bit frigh- 
tening because it felt as if it was 
running away with me,’ said 
Ayesha Walker, 12. 

Adults love the Bugatti Type 
35, appreciating it as a work of 
art. All that, however, was lost 
on our speed-hungry children. 


11 Corvette £1035 
Supplier Marcus Racing 
Construction tubular-steel 
chassis, glass-fibre body 
Engine 318cc 4-stroke, 
single-cylinder, air-cooled 
Starter key-operated electric 
start, and recoil 

Brakes hydraulic, pedal- 
operated disc fitted to offside 
drive shaft 

‘A lovely-looking car, but it was 
noisy and it rattled so much that 
your feet were gradually shaken 
off the pedals. Also, when you 
took your foot off the 
accelerator the car slowed up 
so suddenly that you were 
thrown forwards,’ said Lisa 
Gould, 12. 

The American-made Corvette 
had, like the Model-Ts, a relia- 
bility problem on our test day: 
the drive-chain kept falling off, 
and one child managed to pull 
off an hydraulic tube and lose 
the sophisticated braking... 


12 Bug-let Jeep £1040 
Supplier R M Manufacturing 
(Line West Ltd) 
Construction glass-fibre body 
with front suspension and rear 
subframe bolted on 

Engine 50cc 2-stroke, single- 
cylinder, air-cooled 

Starter push-start with rear 
clutch lever 

Brakes single mechanically- 
operated drum 

‘The Bug-let’s all right for little 
children, but it’s cramped and 


uncomfortable if you’re over 
eight,’ said Simon Gould, 11. ‘I 
don’t think that it should be 
allowed to go so fast.’ 
Basically the same vehicle as 
the dune-buggy Bug-let, with a 
different bodyshell. Dad 
wouldn't be able to get into the 
driving seat without major 
surgery — a pity as, like the 
Chinook, this litthe car had a 
useful off-road performance. 


13 Bug-let £1000 
Supplier R M Manufacturing 
Construction glass-fibre body 
with front suspension and rear 
subframe bolted on 
Enginme50cc 2-stroke, single- 
cylinder, air-cooled 
Starter push-start with rear 
clutch lever 
Brakes single mechanically- 
operated drum 
‘Just right for a six-year-old ... 
and the speed was good, too,’ 
said Jamie Houston, aged six. 
Superlative engineering and 
an unsurpassed level of safety, 
said our adults. Steering was an 
expensively-engineered rack- 
and-pinion system, and the 
suspension was sophisticated. 
We liked, too, the idea of an 
adult being needed to push- 
start the vehicle, so young driv- 
ers will always be supervised. 


14 Coit Kart £400 

Supplier J J Blow 
Construction tubular-steel 
with glass-fibre seat 
Engine150cc 4-stroke, single- 
cylinder, air-cooled 

Starter recoil 

Brakes single mechanically- 
operated disc on rear axle 
‘Some of the cars went so fast 
that you couldn't control them 
properly, but the Kart was just 
right,’ said Brian Masson, 15. 
‘Easy to steer and plenty of 
room for your legs, though the 
seat was uncomfortable.’ 

Dad could drive the Colt Kart 
— with a degree of discomfort 
— and we rate it as another 
‘best buy’. 
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| ing 1978, 17,000 French motor- 
ists were injured and 650 killed 
as a result of smoking in cars. 

Prof Ferdinand Schmidt, 
chairman of the medical coun- 
cil of the ADAC — the W Ger- 
man equivalent of the AA — 
says that the weed can lead to 
tiredness, poor concentration 
and impaired vision. 

His opinion is certainly at 
odds with the findings of the 
Tobacco Advisory Council, 
which claims that smokers ‘per- 
form tasks in experimental situ- 
ations more efficiently with 
cigarettes than without. And 
smokers maintain a constantly 
superior level of stimulus com- 
pared to non-smoking groups.’ 

The pro-smoking lobby also 
points out that depriving the 
addict of his nicotine will make 
him decidedly ratty — and 
claims that a short-tempered 
driver is a greater accident risk. 


Cruiser class 

THEY ARE STANDARD equipment 
for a Rolls-Royce and the 
Jaguar XJ12, but we reckon it’s 
the first time an Econocruise 
constant-cruise-speed device 
has ever been fitted to a 
Volkswagen Golf diesel. 

A DRIVE staff member owns 
the car, and is now enjoying 
long trips without the usual 
aching ankle and _ pins-and- 


Roads information 
Numbers in parentheses refer 
to maps in the 1978-1979 AA 
Members’ Handbook. 

GT BRITAIN 

Motorways open 
Horndean-Havant A3(M), 5.5 
miles (9); Bishop's Stortford- 
Stump Cross M11, 16 miles (19); 
Godstone-Sevenoaks M25, 9 
miles (10). 

Major roads open 

Saint Clears bypass A40, 3.4 
miles (14); Denbigh eastern 
bypass A525, 1 mile (23); Droit- 
wich outer relief road A38, 1 
mile (17); Dunmow bypass 
A120, 1.5 miles (19); Newton- 
more and Kingussie bypass AQ, 
9.2 miles (56). 


from the AA... 
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CITROEN’S NEW GSA is now available in Britain — as a 1299cc 
five-door hatchback in two trims, Club and Pallas, and as an estate 
in Club form. The GSA range replaces the 1220cc GS saloons and 
estates. Its exterior is 3in longer than the old GS, with a lower, 
sleeker appearance, a new grille, and two rubber skirts under the 
front bumper that are claimed to reduce drag, improve handling 
and increase the air-cooled flat-four engine’s air supply. Maximum 
power is claimed to be up from 59bhp to 65bhp — and at lower revs. 
For good measure, Citroen boasts ‘significant improvements’ in 
mpg — thanks, perhaps, to the new five-speed gearbox — and a 
100mph max. The estate, however, gets only a four-speed box. 


needle leg pains. Improved 
economy on long runs is also 
claimed... but, when youruna 
diesel, that’s academic. 
Rugby, Warwicks-based 
Econocruise decided to expand 
into the DIY market after con- 
cluding that competent 


OVERSEAS 

France Final section of 
Toulouse-Narbonne toll Auto- 
route A61, Villefranche-de- 
Lauragais to Carcassonne 
(56km), now open. 

Germany — East The final 
30km of the Berlin ring motor- 
way, Marquardt (Potsdam) to 
Kremmen, now open. 
Germany — West Final section 
of the Heilbronn-Nurnberg 
Autobahn A6, Kupferzell- 
Ansbach (58km), now open. 
Autobahn A7 now extended by 
7.3 km from Langenau to Ner- 
singen. Autobahn A8 extended 
by 12.5km from Zweibrucken 
towards Pirmasens. Widening 
of the Autobahn AQ between 


amateurs could fit the device 
just as easily as garages can. 
Fitting took our diesel owner a 
long afternoon, but we have 
seen an Econocruise man fit 
one to a Renault 18 in less than 
an hour. 

Buyers will be most unlikely 


Munich Nord and Autobahn- 
dreieck Holledau now com- 
pleted. A 15.3km section of the 
Autobahn A46, between 
Huckelhoven-Erkelenz bypass 
and Wanlo now open. The Gies- 
sen motorway bypass A48 now 
extended 8.5km from Giessen 
Nord to Reiskirchen. 

Sweden Angelholm. The 
13.2km-long extension of 
motorway E6, Rebbelberga- 
Hogaskop, now open. 
Switzerland Motorway N6, 
Bern-Biel, extended 5km west 
from Schonbuhl (junction with 
motorway N1) towards Lyss. 
Motorway N8, Interlaken 
bypass (2.8km), including 
Rugentunnel, now open. 


Telephone Orders 


Save Time! 


Why not telephone your order 
Call Basingstoke (STD 0256) 


62989. 


Give us your name address and 
Membership Number from your 
certificate — and we'll do the 
rest. No confirmation is 
necessary, and your full 
Membership Number still 
assures you of your Member’s 


£150 credit limit. 


to save enough fuel to pay for 
the device (£100), but we 
reckon that they'll be glad they 
got one. Its ability to hold a con- 
stant speed uphill and down 
dale is uncanny, and it’s almost 
worth buying one to watch the 
accelerator pedal gliding up 
and down by itself. 


Chinese meal 

CHINA IS becoming thoroughly 
westernised. While they are 
thinking about introducing 
parking meters there, the 
name that’s been coined for 
parking meter apparently 
translates as ‘steel coin-eating 
tiger’. We always thought so. 


Stop that cab! 

THE LONDON TAXI — as world 
famous as the capital's red 
double-deckers — is becoming 
unstoppable. Ever since an EEC 
regulation made servo-assisted 
front brakes obligatory for new 
cabs, 18 months ago, cabbies 
have been reporting one hair- 
raising incident after another. 
There's no telling how the vehi- 
cle will react while braking, they 
say: sometimes it veers left or 
right, and sometimes it won't 
pull up at all. 

As it’s estimated that 1000 
cabs in London and 500 else- 
where in the UK now have the 
servo system, it’s hardly re- 
assuring for the paying public 
— and there’s quite a row in the 
trade, too. Fleet owners and 
cabbies are demanding a 
design change, but a major dis- 
tributor of the taxi insists that it 
is a driver problem. 

Says Brian Glassman, direc- 
tor of Beejay Taxis, London's 
biggest independent fleet: 
‘Some of our brake linings have 
worn out after just 800 miles, 
and the frequency of brake 
adjustments and replacements 
cost us an extra £17,000 last 
year. In fact, we had to take on 
two more mechanics whose 
sole job is to keep the new 
brakes working.’ 

According to Glassman, the 
extra pressure exerted by the 
servo causes the brakes to 
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overheat, resulting in their fad- 
ing and snatching. 

But aspokesman for the main 
London cab distributor, Mann 
and Overton, blames the cab- 
bies for following vehicles too 
closely. ‘Obviously, the harder 
and more often the pedal is 
pushed, the greater the risk of 
the brakes getting hot,’ he says. 
‘The fact that many taxi 
operators are also swopping 
the original, hard brake linings 
for softer shoes to prevent 
squealing isn’t helping matters, 
either. 

‘We receive fewer complaints 
from one-man outfits than the 
fleets, whose vehicles are hired 
by cabbies on a weekly basis. 
From this, it would appear that 
owner-drivers drive more care- 
fully,’ says M and O’s man. 

One such is Anthony Pearce, 
32, of Enfield, Middlesex, and, 
though he says that he has been 
using the brakes more gently in 
the last year, he still doesn’t feel 
safe. ‘I’m forever adjusting 
them,’ he says, ‘but recently | 
| went straight over a rounda- 

bout because | couldn't stop. 

When they had cooled, only a 

short while later, the brakes 

were as right as rain.’ 

The best advice to passen- 
gers would seem to be: sit well 
back and hold on tight. 


Drink and driving 
CONCERNED at the ‘very serious 
situation’ created by the 
number of drink-and-drive 
accidents, deaths and injuries, 
the AA has concluded that the 
problem can be tackled only by 
allowing police to test drivers at 
officers’ discretion. 

In 1976, alcohol accounted 
for at least one in 10 of all 
deaths and injuries on the 
roads. Today, one in three driv- 
ers killed is above the legal limit 
and, at night, the figure is two 
out of three. 

At present, the police can ask 
motorists to take an alcohol- 
level check only if there is 
reasonable cause to suspect 
that they have been drinking, or 
if they have committed a 
moving-traffic offence. 

The AA makes it clear that it 
does not consider discretionary 
tests to be random checks. 
Indeed, it agrees with the Blen- 
nerhassett Committee that 
nothing could be more wasteful 
of limited police resources than 
stopping, for example, every 
10th car. 


Sealed with a hiss 
TYRE COMPANIES are joining 
forces with the British Rubber 
Manufacturers Association to 
warn drivers of the dangers of 
using puncture-sealing liquids 
in tyres. 

The sealants claim, in some 
cases, to effect a permanent 
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repair; but the British Stan- 
dards Institution defines a per- 
manent repair as a vulcanised 
repair made after the tyre has 
been removed from its rim and 
thoroughly examined for other 
internal damage (BS AU 159). 
Liquid sealants do not meet this 
requirement. 

In fact, says the BRMA, the 
more efficiently a sealant does 
its job, the more dangerous it 
becomes, for it will camouflage 
the slow loss of air that is the 
normal warning of a tubeless 
tyre’s puncture. 

The BRMA also warns that 
sealants can cause wheels to 
corrode, which, in conjunction 
with unseen tyre damage, could 
add up to a serious tyre failure. 


End of Endrust 

iF YoU had your car rustproofed 
by the Endrust organisation, 
and haven’t yet transferred 
your warranty to Protectol Ltd, 
do it immediately. The official 
deadline is 29 February. 

Protectol took over all but 10 
of the 100 Endrust outlets 
when the firm collapsed last 
year, and has been putting 
Endrust customers in the pic- 
ture with mailshots and local 
newspaper advertising. 

There is a nominal registra- 
tion fee of £5, which will go into 
a special fund to help met 
claims if and when they arise, 
but Protectol has already met 
claims totalling £40,000 from 
its own coffers. 


Rudge returns 

AFTER AN absence of 40 years, 
the classic name of Rudge is to 
reappear on the tank of a new 
motorcycle. The machine will 
be racing this year, and will be 
followed by a road version 
some time in the future. 

The men behind the project 
are the 50cc Road Racing 
Association’s chief, Mike Cook, 
and former racing-team man- 
ager Ron Gardner. The 


TALBOT ENTERS the 1980s with a nose-end facelift for all Alpines, 


SHADES OF THE Porsche 924 can be seen in the styling of Renault's 
Fuego, which is due to be launched on the French market this 
March. Hopefully, it will arrive in Britain by October — but we'll 
have to wait until then to learn any more about this sleek new 


four-seater. Watch our spaces. 


machine will follow in the 
Rudge tradition — a 500cc, 
single-cylinder four-stroke, 
with a four-valve head. The firm 
also plans to introduce a Rudge 
50cc road-racer. 


Variety showing 

MODEST General Motors has 
quietly introduced its own 
variable-jet carburettor on all 
Opels and Vauxhalls with the 
1979cc cam-in-head engine. It’s 
also fitted on the new GM car 
for Europe — the Opel Kadett/ 
Vauxhall Astra. 

GM’s carb had to meet the 
increasingly stringent demands 
of exhaust-emission regula- 
tions and the ever-pressing 
need to improve fuel consump- 
tion — both of which make 
smooth throttle response har- 
der to achieve. We sampled it 
on the Vauxhall Cavalier 2000 
Sports hatch, and were impre- 
ssed by its improved economy 
compared to the last 1.9litre 
Vauxhall we tested — and it had 
none ‘of the unpleasant side- 
effects of lean running. 

Itis atwin barrel design witha 
variable rate of fuel delivery, 
achieved by tapered needles 
acting on their respective jets. 
The automatic-choke unit 
behaved extremely well on our 
test car, keeping the engine 


giving improved looks and aerodynamics and, it’s claimed, better 
fuel consumption. A new model leads the range, too, the luxury 
Alpine 1600SX (above). Powered by an 87bhp 1.6litre engine, the 
car has automatic transmission, power steering, an electronic trip 
computer and constant-speed cruise control as standard features. 
To press home the up-market image, the SX also features a head- 
lamp wash-wipe system, stereo radio/cassette player, digital clock, 
remotely adjusted door mirror, electrically operated front windows 
and central door locking. At £6614, the SX costs over £1000 more 
than the previous top of the range, the 1442cc GLS. 


running reliably, without racing 
in the warm-up period. 


Sumpin’ new 

IT DOESN’T seem right, some- 
how, but from the middle of | 
next year many American cars 
are going to have their sumps 
made of plastic. It’s cheaper 
than steel. 


Saving ways 

AN OFFER that is sure to save 
lives is on sale in London. The 
St John Ambulance Association 
is running a first-aid course 
specifically for motorists. 

Six hours’ tuition will be pro- 
vided at the association’s Lon- 
don headquarters for a fee of 
£12.50. Explains a spokesman: 
‘These courses provide essen- 
tial first-aid knowledge and 
procedure for use at the scene 
of an accident. In this respect, 
Our courses are compatible 
with the training demanded for 
licensing by EEC countries.’ 

Life-saving measures taught 
include the restoration of brea- 
thing, stopping bleeding, care 
of an unconscious casualty, 
and the treatment of shock, 
fractures and burns. Further 
details from 01-637 4105. 


Parking fine 

PARKING BETWEEN two statio- 
nary vehicles has at last 
become a compulsory test — 
for the Institute of Advanced 
Motorists. 

Says IAM chief executive Bob 
Peters: ‘When our advanced 
driving test started, in 1956, 
parking did not present the 
problem it does today. Man- 
oeuvring into a confined space 
is now an essential element of 
driving, and | suspect that many 
otherwise experienced and 
competent motorists may never 
have quite mastered the art.’ 

But when will the IAM run a 
course on how to find a space? 


Lacy’s undone 

ON PAGE 243 of the AA’s guide 
Hotels and Restaurants in Bri- 
tain 1980, the third line of the 
entry for Lacy’s restaurant, 
London, should read ‘lunch not 
served Saturday’. 
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LEVER CAR-BUYING 

begins with you: not just 
how much you can afford; not just 
your personal preference in col- 
our; but what you need a car for. 
That’s the secret of auto- 
contentment: finding the car 
that’s good at the things that are 
important to you. 

Our test reports are written 
with this in mind. Look at the sec- 
tion headings — you can select 
your own order of priorities — 
and satisfy yourself that the car of 
your dreams will fit your pocket, 
your preferences, even such 
mundane criteria as the size of 
your garage. Here is a list of attri- 
butes we cover under the various 
headings: 

How it goes Performance, corner- 
ing, driving position and controls 
How comfortable Ride and run- 
ning refinement on the open road 
and in town, equipment, accom- 
modation and seating, heating 
and ventilation 

How strong Rust resistance and 
reliability prospects, ease of 


Interior measurements 
The average Briton needs 38-39in 
of legroom to sit comfortably at 
the wheel, and, if there is less than 
38in — or 25in of kneeroom 
behind — he begins to feel 
cramped. We measure rear leg- 
room by setting the front seats to 
give the driver his 39in and the 
front passenger 4lin (no pedals, 
remember), then measure what is 
left behind each seat. The mean of 
the two sides is the figure we 
quote. Of course, if the driver 
can’t get 39in, we give his seat as 
much room as we can — and a 
black mark, too! By the way, 
you'll need better than 33in of 
headroom as well — more if you 
keep your hat on. 
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cleaning, technical equipment 
and interior finish 

How safe How much the car’s 
handling and brakes help accident 
avoidance (ie, primary safety) 
and, if the worst happens, how 
carefully it is designed to avoid 
injury 

How much All aspects of pur- 
chase and running costs — for 
instance, depreciation trends, 
fuel economy, insurance and war- 
ranty details, parts prices and 
ease of maintenance. 

In addition, there are the data 
tables: each car is measured, 
metered and researched by the 
AA’s test and laboratory staff, 
and the facts presented in a way 
that aims to give an instant, in- 
depth picture of its performance, 
strengths and weaknesses. But 
there’s no denying that a car isa 
complicated piece of machinery 
to put on paper. How, for exam- 
ple, do you say just how good its 
brakes are? Some explanatory 
comments may help bring the fig- 
ures and charts alive... 
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Running costs, 
We calculate how much it will 
cost to tax, insure — allowing 
50% no-claim discount — fuel, 
maintain and buy typical 
replacement parts for each car on 
test, based on a 24-year period of 
ownership at 12,000 miles a year 
— new-car owners tend to trade- 
in every 2% years or 30,000 miles. 
We even allow for the cost of AA 
membership in the calculation. 
In the same way, we work out} 
the likely loss of value over that§ 
same period, and take into 
account how much the new price 
is likely to rise — ie, how much it 
will cost you to replace that car in 
24% years time — as well as the 
interest you lose by having your 
purchase-price capital tied up ina 
car rather than invested ina build- 
ing society. New-cost inflation 
plus capital interest plus loss of 
value equals total depreciation. 
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Brake performance 

Like acceleration, stopping 
power should be even: the harder 
you press the brake pedal, the fas- 
ter you stop. On our brake chart, 
the ideal car’s braking perfor- 
mance would show up as a 
straight, 45° incline to reach 100% 
efficiency at a pedal pressure 
between 55lb and 80lb (the pres- 
sure that most drivers, male or 
female, use instinctively in an 
emergency) — ie, if you are 
travelling at 30mph and you hit 
the brake pedal with a pressure 
between 55lb and 80lb, you will 
stop in 30ft. When the incline 
begins to bend back on itself, the 


Safety checks 

We commend or mark down each 
car on the basis of our own 
criteria. It isn’t enough that seat- 
belts are effective — they should 
be comfortable enough to 
encourage you to wear them. Isa 
sideswipe likely to burst open a 
door? Or tear off a petrol-filler 
cap? These are things that could 
save your life in a crunch. 


car’s wheels have begun to lock 
up — ie, the brakes are losing 
their stopping power, and pres- 
sing harder will not help. 

It may occur rarely, but the 
smoother the curve on our chart, 
and the more closely it follows 
our shaded zone, the better the 
brake system. It’s often over- 
looked that some modern ultra- 
light brakes are as unsatisfactory 
as the impossibly heavy brakes of 
years past. 

Also, the ideal car’s brakes 
keep to the same pedal loads in all 
stages of our fade test, not getting 
heavier or lighter as they become 
hot or wet. 


Fuel-consumption tests 
The danger of driving different 
cars on different days is that the 
varying results won't really tell 
you much about them. So all our 
cars are driven over 750 miles of 
special test routes, often at dead 
of night, when artificial but pre- 
cisely programmed ‘traffic halts’ 
can be built in. Precise fuel-flow 
meters count every millilitre of 
petrol used — even in fuel- 
injection systems — something 
which some magazines do not do, 
and three of the five consumption 
tests in our ‘normal range’ include 
a cold start, so that warm-up effi- 
ciency is taken into account. 

We do all this because we 


Performance 
People always want to know 
‘what it'll do’, so\we measure the 
car’s top speed on a triangular test 
track — one top speed on each of 
the three straights. The figure we 
quote is the mean of the three — 
not the best (with the wind 
behind) and not what the car’s 
speedo is saying (we tow a spe- 
cially calibrated fifth wheel). 
More important to everyday 


_ drivers are the acceleration times. 


Acceleration through the gears 
records the car’s fastest pull- 
away, using its full power and 
maximum-permitted engine revs 
in each gear — top speeds in each 
ratio are shown in the ‘gear gate’ 
plan adjacent. The ‘maximum 
engine speed used’ that is always 
quoted alongside is the manufac- 
turer’s recommendation 
unless lower revs help. 

We now record 0-30mph accel- 
eration separately, because it 


believe that no single figure we 
could quote will tell every 
would-be owner his or her car’s 
likely mpg. We want you to look 
at the different kinds of operating 
conditions that we describe, and 
equate these with your sort of 
motoring. 

We also assess a car’s realistic 
range between forecourt fill-ups 
— and that’s not just the tank 
capacity multiplied by the overall 
mpg. Realistically, an owner will 
fill up when the tank is low — not 
empty — and will pour in petrol 
until the forecourt pump cuts out 
automatically. With a_ strong 
nerve to risk running dry, and/or 
patience at the pumps, you could 


requires brutal wheelspin techni- 
ques On manual cars to which no 
sane Car-owner would subject his 
own car. All other acceleration 
times are done in a way that 
causes no harm to the vehicle and 
makes both auto and manual 
comparisons valid. 

Top-gear acceleration is 
quoted in two ways: in 20mph 
segments — the overtaking bursts 
you get simply by stamping on the 


-accelerator — and as total times 


from 20mph in the same way as 
through-the-gears times. In the 
first case, the ideal car would give 
a smooth flow of power, each 
20mph increase in speed taking 
the same time as the next. In prac- 
tice, however, engines pull less 
well in top gear at low speed, as 
the times invariably reveal. The 
wider the disparity, the less flex- 
ible the car is in top gear, and the 
more gear changing will be 
needed when you want to hurry. 


force in a bit more. We ignore this 
unlikely possibility and quote the 
tank range for the amount of pet- 
rol easily accommodated. 

Apart from all the tables, we go 
to considerable trouble to ensure 
that the comments and conclu- 
sions made in the text are factual 
and fair comment. For instance, 
every car is checked and tuned in 
our own workshop before tests 
commence — you'd be surprised 
how many arrive from the makers 
seriously out of tune. Every car is 
cleaned by our testers in the same 
way that owners do, to find out 
how nice or nasty a job it is. 
Whole families — wives, chil- 
dren, even domestic pets — play 
their part in every test, because 
experience has proved that this is 
the only way to ferret out the 
information that real-life buyers 
and passengers need to know. 
The aim is to tell you what the car 
is like to live with. 

If you ask yourself the right 
questions, our reports should 
provide you with some straight 
answers. The car that not only 
pleases your eye but also fits your 
requirements and does well in 
those aspects that top your prior- 
ity list should be the car for you. 
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Nice music=not much movement 


DRIVE’s testers were of one 
accord in 1977, and again last 
year: Honda’s Accord was, and 
still is, the most desirable of 
Japanese saloons. 

Now, encouraged by the tune 
of cash-registers ringing around 
the world, Honda has orches- 
trated a new arrangement of the 
Accord’s engineering with a styl- 
ish, two-door coupé body. 

The result is the Prelude — and 
a short performance it certainly 
is, being both shorter and lower 
than the already compact 
Accord. We liked its lean looks, 
but could we shoe-horn our tes- 
ters into it? 


How it goes 

Under the Prelude’s Ford 
Mustang-style bonnet sits the 
Accord’s 1602cc transversely 
mounted, overhead-cam engine 
with the same, respectable 80bhp 
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output. Drive is, as usual, to the 
front wheels, via, in our case, a 
five-speed gearbox — though 
Honda does offer a two-speed 
automatic box for another £270. 

The Prelude wastes no time in 
starting, idles smoothly and reli- 
ably, and its delightfully progres- 
sive, click-stopped manual choke 
helps overcome morning hiccups 
during the short warm-up. 

Its acceleration times through 
the gears can hardly be described 
as neck-jerking, but they are on 
the right side of average — and 
faster than the 1%cwt-lighter 
Accord. The stopwatch doesn’t 
say all about the Prelude’s effi- 
cient and refined engine, how- 
ever. It makes light work of high 
revs and, at the other end of the 


tachometer, proves remarkably 
docile when ambling in top gear at 
low speeds. Top-gear urge, too, is 
good enough to obviate rowing 
the car along on the gear stick, 
and dropping to fourth can cut the 
30-5SOmph time by 3sec to an 
impressive 8.2sec. 

Honda was apologetic about 
our test car’s awkward action in 
the dog-leg between fourth and 
fifth gears, and the stick certainly 
did require more deliberate handI- 
ing than was necessary in our last 
Accord; but many an Austin 
Maxi owner would be delighted if 
his gear change was as positive 
and easy-going as this Prelude’s. 
Less forgivable were the tenden- 
cies for first to baulk and reverse 
to engage with a mild grating 


sound. The hydraulically oper- 
ated clutch was light and a smooth 
worker, and had no difficulty pul- 
ling away on a 1-in-3 hill. 

The Prelude belies its racy 
good looks with docile handling 
characteristics that could disap- 
point the enthusiast. Though 
good by Japanese standards, the 
rack-and-pinion steering doesn’t 
seem as positive or as informative 
as the Accord’s, though we were 
unable to discover the reason. 
Also, the body roll that starts on 
entering a fast corner is controlled 
by stabiliser bars, but these inter- 
fere with the Prelude’s poise at 
times. We suspect that the 
revised rear suspension and the 
shorter wheelbase are respons- 
ible for this; but despite these dis- 
incentives, the Prelude can be 
cornered quickly, safely and con- 
fidently, too. 

One Prelude problem 


that 
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some will find a pain in the neck is 
its meagre headroom. It may not 
sound much, but the loss of 1in 
roof clearance compared to the 
Accord means that average-sized 
European drivers and passengers 
will find little room to spare. If 
you are long in the torso, the Pre- 
lude will be a non-starter for you. 
Honda has tried to compensate 
for this penalty of coupé styling 
by fixing the front seats as low as 
possible — and succeeded in pro- 
ducing other problems. Thigh 
support is negligible, and the 
driver’s feet are forced into such 
an awkward angle on the pedals 
that one of our testers hobbled for 
a day after a long stint at the 
wheel. None of our team thought 
much of the seats’ back support 
either, and the low driver’s cush- 
ion makes it difficult for short 
drivers to see where the bonnet 
starts and the boot ends — in- 
convenient for parking. 

Minor controls work as sweetly 
as we have come to expect from 
the Japanese, with the important 
ones controlled by column stalks 
mounted either side of the nicely 


padded steering wheel. 
Instrumentation is novel — 
Honda cails it a ‘centralised 


target meter’. It consists of a large 
speedometer, positioned directly 
in front of the driver, with a 
tachometer needle pivoted on the 
same axis but swinging through a 
smaller radius — strange at first, 
but quickly understood. A bank 
of clearly marked warning lamps 
is positioned in the centre of the 
tachometer, but its lights are too 
dim to register in daylight; their 
level should be governed, like the 
digital clock, by the headlamps — 
bright in normal use and reducing 
when the main lights go on. Fuel 
and coolant-temperature gauges 
are grouped on the outer edge of 
the facia, and there are also 
maintenance indicators — warn- 
ing lamps that change colour from 
green via yellow to red, according 
to mileage — to signal when it’s 
time to change engine oil, oil filter 
and tyre positions. The snag for 
do-it-yourselfers is that they can- 
not be switched back to green 
again without a special key, and 
only Honda workshops have 
them. . . Also integrated into the 
instrument pack is a neat, conve- 
nient and thief-proof radio. 
Unfortunately, it can’t be 
removed before selling the car, 
and can’t be replaced with a 
better-grade model. 


How comfortable 

Average-sized Britons will find 
little comfort in the back of this 
diminutive Oriental. Headroom, 
legroom and kneeroom are all so 
cramped that the Prelude’s not to 
be recommended for four-up 
journeys longer than a few miles. 
No, we’ve not grown too arthritic 
to enjoy two-plus-two coupés like 


16 


the Prelude, but there are some 
such as the Ford Capri that cosset 
their owners rather better. One 
tester’s young son didn’t com- 
plain about sitting in the back — 
but he was frequently tripped-up 
by the front seatbelt’s webbing as 
he got in or out. 

Storage space is equally 
limited, particularly in the front, 
where there’s only a small 
glovebox (not lockable) and a tiny 
tray forward of the gear lever. 
Large storage bins are built into 
the rear side panels, though. The 
boot, opened by key or a remote- 
control lever next to the driver’s 
seat, has a high lip that obstructs 
the loading of heavy items, but as 
the car sits low on the road this 
hindrance can be lived with. Lug- 
gage space is reasonable, if not 
suited to tall objects, but the spare 
wheel’s location in a well under 
the boot floor means that every- 
thing has to be unloaded in the 
event of a puncture. 

Heating is controlled by two 
simple, clearly marked slides and 
a three-speed fan. Temperature 
changes can be made promptly — 
which is fortunate as the footwell 
outlets tend to deflect a lot of heat 
upwards, quickly making for a 
stuffy atmosphere. The fresh-air 
supply is inadequate in warm 
weather, unless one is prepared to 
tolerate the noisy fan blasting- 
away on its fastest setting. 

We found that the best solution 
was to open the standard, electri- 
cally operated glass sunroof. As it 
slides back, asmall deflector pops 
up to eliminate draughts into the 
interior, but it also causes buffet- 
ing at speed. If the sun’s too 
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HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 
DRIVE's verdict on the Honda Prelude 
taking into consideration its rivals, 
its price and what kind of car 
it's meant to be 
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much, a sunshade can be pulled 
across the closed glass panel, 
though this reduces further the 
already limited front headroom. 

What did impress everyone 
who drove or rode in our Prelude 
was its overall noise control. 
Unlike the Accord, the Prelude 
does not suffer from annoying, 
high-speed exhaust boom, and, 
provided the roof is shut, it wafts 
sedately and quietly along 
motorways and around town. 

So forgiving is the engine, and 
so slick the controls, that the Pre- 
lude flatters the sloppiest driver’s 
technique. The sense of well- 
being is reinforced by its soothing 
ride, which sets the Prelude apart 
from the average Japanese offer- 
ing. It mutes both the sound and 
feel of most road defects that Brit- 
ish motorists are likely to meet, 
and only undulating surfaces 
taken at speed set the clever sus- 
pension flouncing. 


How safe 

We had two major criticisms of 
the test car’s brakes: they pulled 
to the left during their first appli- 
cations after an overnight halt, 
and then emitted an irritating, 
intermittent high-pitched squeal. 
This apart, they performed more 
than adequately in every other 
respect. The servo assistance is 
sensibly proportioned, giving 
good progression up to an excel- 
lent best stop; there is no sign of 
fade when the brakes are made to 
work hard; and a soaking had no 
detrimental effect on stopping 
power. 

The brakes’ hydraulic lines are 
divided diagonally, with a dual 
proportioning valve that should 
guarantee good braking even in 
the event of a fluid leak. There’s 
also a warning lamp to ensure that 
the driver gets the message. 
Though there are those who con- 
demned as gimmicks this and 
other features, such as a telltale 
for stoplamp failure and warnings 
of unlatched doors or boot lid, we 
have nothing but praise for such 
safety features. 

While most injury prevention 
features scored well in our chart, 
we gave the Prelude the thumbs- 
down for interior padding (insuf- 
ficient at head level) and the seat- 
belts (webbing sits too high on the 
stomach). 


Cornering stability is very 
reassuring in an accident- 
avoiding manoeuvre, and so 


sure-footed is the roadholding 
that we cannot imagine even the 
most foolhardy of drivers getting 
into awkward situations. 


How strong 

There is no doubt in our mind that 
the Prelude is a thoroughly well- 
engineered motor car. The 
meticulous finish and almost 
obsessive attention to detail is 


typically Honda, and the power | 


HONDA PRELUDE 


Parts/repair (inc VAT) 

clutch £50.45 (fitting 6.5hr) 

exhaust £62.32 (0.75hr) 

headlamp unit £11.79 (0.35hr) 

front bumper £70.01(0.5hr) 

laminated windscreen £87.87 (4.75hr) 


oil filter £2.45 (0.18hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (4hr) 


Insurance group 6 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value EN/A 

Capital interest £N/A 

New-cost inflation £N/A 

Total standing costs=£N/A 

Running costs 

Petrol (£1.20gal) £400 

Insurance (av) £220 

Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £221 

Total running costs=£913 (7.6p per mile) 
Total running costs=£913 (7.6p per mile) 
Total ownership £N/A 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Honda Prelude 

Alfa Romeo Alfasud Sprint Veloce 
BMW 316 ‘ 

Ford Capri2000S_— 
Volkswagen Scirocco GLS-1600 
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ACCELERATION Times in sec 


TOP SPEEDS 

max engine speed 
used 6000rpm; 

max in 4th 5210rpm 
max in top 4400rpm; 
standing % mile 
18.6sec 


ENGINE 
CAPACITY 
CC 


1602 
1490 
1573 
1993 
1588 


MAXIMUM 
SPEED 
MPH 


94 

101 
101 
109 
104 


ON-ROAD 
PRICE (£ 


5088 
5450 
5311 
4310 
5852 


OVERALL 
MPG 


36 

31% 
27% 
30% 
33% 
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BRAKES — pedal! pressures and responses 
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% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 

43lb at start; 32Ib in constant use; 45lb in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


30-70MPH 
THROUGH 
GEARS (SEC 


CES 
13.5 
13.6 
1.5, 


30-70MPH 
IN TOP 
GEAR (SEC 


25.3 (Sth 
25.2 (5th) 
24.0 
20.6 


BRAKES 
BEST STOP 
%G/\b 


100/55 
98/60 

100/55 
100/55 


LENGTH 
FT/IN 
13' 5” 
13" 2Y4" 
14’ 3%" 
14’ 4Y4" 
11.1 19.7 


92/50 Wigs 


OVERALL 


FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 


Consumption — normal range 


hard driving, heavy traffic 
short journey, Suburban 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 


mixed roads — brisk, 50mph cruising 


quiet rural — 40mph cruising 


Typical mpg overall 
Realistic tank range 


Consumption at steady speeds 


30mph 
56mph 
7Omph 
max mph 


SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy 
absorbing? Yes 
front seats: secure 
mounts? 
head restraint? 
front belts: effective? 
convenient? 
rear belts: fitted? 


Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 


MAXIMUM 
LEGROOM 
FRONT (IN 


42 
42% 
40% 


TYPICAL 


REAR (IN 
33 

35% 

39% 


412 33 


LEGROOM 


28%4mpg 
30V%empg 
34V4mpg 
37%mpg 
44mpg 
36mMpg 
360 miles/10gal 
4th 5th 
53%empg 60mpg 
38%4mpg 43mpg 
30%mpg 34V%4mpg 
18mpg 19%empg 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? Yes 
doors: crashproof? Yes 
childproof? Yes 
petrol: spillproof? Yes 
brakes: failsafe? Yes 
load sensitive? Yes 


STEERING 
TURNS/ 
ET 


3%4/33%4 
3%2/36%4 
4/31% 

34/342 


44 36% 


34/324 


train has been well tried in the 
Accord. 

Mechanical reliability is, of 
course, only as useful as the 
body’s life, and Hondas of old 
gained a reputation for rusting 
into an early grave. Honda has 
taken some steps to ensure that its 
new fleet of cars does not go the 
same way — well, at least not as 
quickly — but much more must be 
done to convince DRIVE. 

Apart from primer paint, the 
box sections are left untreated, 
and the bituminous compound 
that is generally well-applied to 
the floorpan is less satisfactory 
under the wheelarches. Redeem- 
ing features are the plastic shields 
that block-off mudtraps, and the 
zinc treatment of certain vulner- 
able sections. 

Our car’s metallic paintwork 
was almost impossible to fault, 
and the large, wrap-round bum- 
pers and rubber nudge strip on the 
side panels should ensure it stays 
that way. Uncluttered lines 
makes the Prelude easy to clean 
outside, though we found the 
alloy wheels tricky, and the test 
model’s ivory coloured interior 
showed every mark. 


How much 

Honda’s Accord is one of the 
most frugal 1600cc cars available, 
and we were not disappointed by 
the sleeker Prelude. At 36mpg 
overall, the Prelude stands head- 
and-shoulders above all serious 
competitors we have tested to 
date, and returned Impg better 
than the Accord. Only when driv- 
ing very hard on tortuous routes is 


one likely to see less than 30mpg; 
otherwise the mid-to-high 30s is 
the norm, and even 40-plus is 
possible with a little restraint — 
all on cheap 2-star petrol, too. 
The tank’s capacity is modest 
compared to some, but given such 
economy the Prelude’s range per 
tankful is fair. 

If you are the type who worries 
about the complexities of front- 
wheel-drive servicing, then forget 
it as far as the Prelude is con- 
cerned. All is within the scope of 
the competent home mechanic, 
though the handbook is little help. 
Spares are more costly than those 
for British cars, but much cheaper 
than spares prices for Citroens or 
for Volkswagens. 

Servicing intervals are 10,000 
miles for the major service and 
5000 miles for the minor. Cur- 


rently, UK Honda dealers 
cars, not bikes — number 236, 
respectable for one of the smaller 
importers. Warranty terms are 
one year, unlimited mileage. 

As can be seen in ‘How it com- 
pares’, the Prelude undercuts 
most of its European rivals by a 
worthwhile amount, and those 
that are cheaper are nowhere near 
as well-equipped. However, 
some buyers might find it difficult 
justifying the extra £800 over the 
three-door Accord for less room 
and versatility — despite all the 
Prelude’s goodies. We sym- 
pathise, but that’s the way it has 
always been with sports coupés. 


Verdict 

It’s not so much a prelude as a 
variation on a well-known theme. 
Not content with just transposing 


kerbweight 19%4cwt 
overall length 13ft 5in 
overall width 5ft 4¥in 
overall height 4ft 3in 


the Accord’s good works into a 
concertina’d coupe, Honda _ has} 
polished its new arrangement to 
produce one of the most refined 
two-plus-twos on the roads at this 
price. 

Whether European traditional- | 
coupe enthusiasts will welcome 
Honda’s interpretation is another | 
matter. The willing engine may | 
partly compensate for the lack of | 
raw power, but, like the handling | 
characteristics, it’s no adrenalin 
stirrer. Given its undemanding 
ways, child-sized rear seats and 
dainty driver’s accommodation, 
this attractive package begins to 
make more sense as an up-market 
house-person’s runabout for 
shopping and school runs. 

Well, at £5000 for a well- 
equipped, quality small car, any 
self-respecting up-market house-| 
person should have enough left| 
over from the accounts to have the 
weekly groceries delivered . . . 


ENGINE 

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 77mm 
borex 86mm stroke= 1602cc; 5 main bear- 
ings; iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 8.4:1 

Valve gear overhead camshaft driven by | 
cogged belt, actuating rockers 
Fuel system one twin-venturi carburet- | 
tor, fed by electric pump from 11gal tank 
with low level warning lamp 

Max power (DIN-net) 80bhp at 
5300rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 93lbft at 
3500rpm 


TRANSMISSION 
Clutch diaphragm spring, single dry | 
plate, hydraulically operated; pedal load/ 
travel: 20|b/5%4in 
Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.18:1, second 1.84 
third 1.2:1, fourth 0.89:1, top 0.72 
reverse 3:1 

Final drive 4.38:1 to front wheels 
Mph per 1000rpm 20.64 in top gear, 
16.69 in fourth gear 


CHASSIS 
Suspension — front: independent Mac- 
Pherson damper/struts with integral coil 
springs and anti-roll bar 

rear; independent MacPherson damper/ 
struts with integral coil springs, trailing | 
and transverse lower links, anti-roll bar 
Dampers telescopic all round 
Steering rack and pinion, 3% turns bet- | 
ween full locks; turning circles average 
33%4ft between kerbs, with 53¥4ft in 
response to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 512J alloy rims with 175/70SR13 
steel-braced radial-ply tyres (Dunlop SP4 
on test car) 

Brakes dual-line hydraulics; discs front, 
drums rear, with vacuum servo, line failure 
warning lamp, handbrake warning lamp 
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Getaway to Wales 


It’s a world of a difference 
right on your doorstep. 
And such great value- 
for-money, especially 
if you stay ata 
comfortable seaside 
hotel or go self 
catering. Family /£*- at Sars 
holidayshere / , Sy Se 
aresomething A, <= ieee 


; 3x8 as: 
special. é A ‘Saree veh ay : 


The 
children 
will love our endless 
beaches and you'll appreciate 
the attractions in and around our 
resorts. So getaway to Wales this year. 

There’s never been a better time. 

Send now for your FREE copy of the “Wales” 

brochure, our information packed holiday planning guide. 


24 hour Write to Wales Tourist Board, 


answering Dept. MS'76, P.O. Box 1, CARDIFF CF1 2XN. 
: service. igen 
| Phone | Address 

0222/387955. 


Wales Tourist Board 
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Fa MORE THAN SiX years, 
DRIVE S unique and widely- 
respected Index of Motoring 
Costs has monitored the true cost 
of running acar. Not the cost ofa 
car tester’s three-day drive, pro- 
jected to give a notional annual 
figure, but the real pounds and 
pence spent by real people run- 
ning real cars over a full year. 
Now, as we journey into the 
1980s, with all signs pointing to 
further increases in motoring 
overheads, the role of the Index, 
both as watchdog and indicator, 
becomes even more important. 

Which is why we are now 
expanding this exclusive reader- 
service to reveal, in even finer 
detail, the actual financial 
TABLE 1 


Pay as you go 
This issue, 
Motoring Costs stands at 230 
points, as against the 100 set when 
the Index began in October 1973. 
This means that, for every £100 
the average motorist spent in 
1973, he now spends £230. And 
that’s after making some con- 
siderable economies: according 
to the government’s Retail Prices 
Index, the same goods that cost 
£100 in 1973 now cost £266.50. 

A major reason for this car- 
driving ‘economy’, perhaps, is 
that in response to increasing pet- 
rol costs motorists have cut down 
on their mileage. 

Certainly, petrol costs have 
risen faster than earnings. In 
October 1973, a gallon of 4-star 
was 37.5p, paid out of an average 
gross weekly wage of £40.90. In 
October 1979, 4-star cost £1.20 


the DRIVE Index of 


commitment of the average driver. 
Here, in addition to logging 
drivers’ month-by-month outgo- 
ings over the year ending 31 
October 1979, we chart annual 
costs back to November 1975. 
We also show how vehicle year- 
of-registration, engine size and 
country of manufacture can affect 
what a motorist spends. And we 
have enlarged the list of indi- 
vidual makes and models 
something that we’ll continue to 
do as sample strengths permit. 
And we've made the tables 
simpler, and added graphs into 
the bargain, so that you can see at 
a glance how figures are moving 
and how your money Is spent. 
The great strength of the DRIVE 


Index is its basis in the real-life — 


spending of thousands of motor- 
ists all over Britain. Each month, 
1000 car drivers, chosen at ran- 
dom, are asked about their 
mileage, petrol bought and all 
relevant expenditure. Their ans- 
wers are added to those gathered 
in the previous 11 months, thus 
ironing out seasonal differences, 
and the combined records of 
12,000 motorists are fed into a 
computer to produce DRIVES 
Index tables and reveal up-to- 
the-minute trends. 

Three main areas of spending 
are highlighted throughout: fuel, 
servicing and repairs (including 
engine oil), and insurance. Road 
tax, motoring-organisation sub- 


— What youl 


scriptions, accessories, parking 
fees and miscellaneous items are © 
grouped together under “All other 
costs’, Only depreciation is ommitted. 

Mileage is another important 
element in Index calculations: 
simply keeping a log of what’s 
-paid-out doesn’t tell everything. 
It’s only when outgoings are 
divided by mileage to obtain a 
pence-per-mile figure that a 
clearer picture emerges of what 
motoring actually costs. Thus, 
the Index accurately reflects the 
fact that newer and larger cars 
average more miles than older 
and smaller family cars (see 
Tables 2, 3 and 5). 

Table | sets the scene, showing — 
month-by-month general costs of | 


COST OF MOTORING: NOVEMBER 1978 — OCTOBER 1979 


MONTH-BY-MONTH Servic- All Total Petrol 
ANALYSIS (all cars) ing/ Insur- Other Cost Cost 
Petrol Repairs ance Costs Total Mileage per mile per mile 
(£) (£) (£) (£) (£) (pence) (pence) 

October 1979 34.19 14.25 5.01 7.39 60.85 687 8.86 4.98 
September 1979 333/86 11.38 4.91 7:96 58.02 764 7.59 4.42 
August 1979 35.64 tabs 4.92 8.62 60.49 839 7.21 4.25 
July 1979 34.28 17.93 5.06 8.03 65.30 720 9.07 4.76 
June 1979 31.02 15.70 4.96 9.60 61.28 746 8.21 4.16 
May 1979 27.05 17.93 4.86 8.91 58.75 733 8.02 3.75 
April 1979 25.80 20.96 4.80 9.03 60.63 iG, 7.86 3.35 
March 1979 24.53 Atel 4.79 9.54 59.98 686 8.75 3.58 
February 1979 22.85 10.83 4.72 8.77 47.17 644 7.33 3.55 
January 1979 19.54 12.89 4.61 9.15 46.18 579 7.98 3.37 
December 1978 Zama 15.84 4.60 8.17 Sie 649 7.97 3.56 
November 1978 24.72 15:59 4.60 9.06 53.94 787 6.88 3.14 
PRESENT AND PAST ANNUAL EXPENDITURE 

Nov 78 — Oct 79 336.50 185.68 57.84 10428 684.31 8605 7.95 3.91 
Nov 77 — Oct 78 282.07, 1 56/20ae wold 98.50 588.35 9186 6.40 3.07 
Nov 76 — Oct 77 297:24 150157 #6 42°25 92.31 582.36 8842 6.59 3.36 
Nov 75 — Oct 76 280.50 115.24 40.07 74.19 510.21 9225 5.53 3.04 


HOW THE MONEY GOES UP — AT-A-GLANCE 


TOTAL COST OF MOTORING 


PETROL AND SERVICING/REPAIRS COST 


AND COST PER MILE 


TOTAL COST PER MILE (PENCE) 
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PETROL COSTS (£) 
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motoring in the year to 31 
October 1979, and how those 
totals compare with the three 
previous years. In Table 2, you 
can relate the outgoings for your 
car against. the average cost of 
running a car of the same age. 
Table 3 gives cost comparisons 
for cars grouped according to 
engine size; Table 4 shows spend- 
ing by owners of British cars, 
against spending by owners of 
cars made elsewhere, and how 
manufacturers complete model 
ranges compare; and Table 5 
(over page) offers cost compari- 
sons for particular models — 
popular cars on UK roads. 

__ All costs except [able | s are 
average monthly costs. 


‘Improves with age’ 

If your car is between five and 
eight years old, you’re almost cer- 
tainly spending more on servicing 
and repairs than anyone else, 
even allowing for the fact that 
you're almost sure to be driving 
fewer miles than most owners of 
newer models. It would appear 


YEAR OF REGISTRATION 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 


WHS 
1978 
SWAN 
1976 
1974/5 
1972/3 
1970/1 


_ | Pre-1970 
‘TABLE 3 


The bigger they 
come Se @ 


ind gross weekly earnings were } 
98.80. Mr Average had therefore } 
o labour 29min last October to 
ifford a gallon of petrol that cost 
ynly 22min of his time in 1973. 


So, by all means note that in 
November 1978 a motorist could | 
>xpect a monthly petrol bill of 
24.72. Note that, 12 months } 
ater, he might be pleased to find 
hat this had risen ‘only’ to 
34.19. But note, above all, that 
he same driver’s monthly 


nileage had fallen from 787 to | | 
987, while his petrol-cost-per- | 


nile jumped from 3.14p to 4.98p. 
In all, the average driver spent 


684.31 to keep a car on the road | | 


n the year ending 31 October 


979 — nearly £100 more than in | _ 


he previous 12 months. 

So, despite a fall in average 
nileage, total costs have risentoa 
veak of 7. mee. per mile. 


TABLE s,s. 
Pipped at the Bost 


| High costs of servicing and 
| repairs saw to it that, in the year 
| ending 31 October 1979, owners 
| of British cars spent more than 
owners of foreign imports — in 
| total, a shade over £60 a month 
(7.91p per mile)-as against £53.11 
| (7.23p per mile). 
| Had it not been for the £6 extra 
that the average British-car 
owner handed to his garage, there 
is little doubt that home-produced 
models would have met foreign 
i 
: 
i 


rivals on level terms, but British 

cars tend to be older and larger 

than foreign cars driven here. 
Foreign cars as a whole are no 


| cheaper on petrol per mile, 


though the Japanese do best with 
a cost-per-mile of 6.22p. 


With petrol prices still climbing, 
it’s hardly surprising that used 
vehicles of more than 2000cc are 
attracting low bids at car auc- 
tions. Insome cases, there is little 
difference in price between a sec- 
ondhand big car and a small 
runabout. But speculators take 
note: unless you’re prepared to 


ENGINE SIZE 
(post-1969 cars only) 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 


— 900cc 
901 — 1100cc 
1101 — 1300cc 
1301 — 1500cc 
1501 — 1700cc 
1701cc+ 


NATIONALITY AND MAKE 


(post 1969 cars) 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 


BRITISH 


Chrysler/Talbot 
Ford 

BL Cars 
Vauxhall 


FOREIGN 


French 
Italian 
Japanese 
W German 


Fiat 
Renault 


car is costing you 


TABLE 2 


that it is in this stage of their lives 
that cars undergo major repairs. 

Newer cars, on average, are 
more economical per mile, mainly 
because their servicing and repair 
costs aren’t nearly as pricey — 
many are still under manufac- 
turer’s warranty. 

Interestingly, cars registered 


All 
Other 
Costs 


(£) 


Service- 
ing/ 
Repairs 


(£) 


Insur- 
ance 


(£) 


Petrol 


(£) 


gamble that prices of large,up- 
market models will leap in the 
short-term, enabling you swiftly 
to resell at a tidy profit, running 
costs will increase with engine 
size. 

Cars under 900cc, for instance, 
on average cost £38.03 a month, 
compared to £72.98 for models of 
1701cc and over. In terms of 
cost-per-mile, however, the dif- 
ferences are far less clear: owners 


All 
Other 
Costs 


(£) 


Servic- 
ing/ 
Repairs 


(£) 


Insur- 


Petrol ance 


All 
ing/ Insur- Other 
Petrol Repairs ance Costs 
(£) (£) (£) (£) 
29.88 16.44 4.92 8.85 
28.85 16.83 4.57 7.76 
33.95 16.07 SO 9.77 
27.47 16.97 4.93 8.40 
28.73 16.12 4.70 9.06 
28.86 HOS 5.63 8.11 
28.78 14.31 5,19 8.87 
Doo 10.43 5,68 Sif te 
27.39 6.70 5.91 7.20 
SZak 8.37 5.69 8.53 
24.11 9.58 5.34 6.83 
28.18 10.97 Spits) TASH. 
25.30 12.99 4.51 6.82 
28.06 5.41 4.90 8.26 
38.59 10.49 7.50 9.46 


up to 1970-1971 are cheaper to run 
per mile than 1972-73 models — 
perhaps a reflection of the fact 
that older-car drivers tend to 
cover lower mileages, or perhaps 
it’s simply that only the best of the 
five-to-eight-year olds survive the 
initial onslaught of major 
FeEpales ssc. 


Total Petrol 

Cost Cost 
Mileage per mile per mile 
(pence) (pence) 


Total 
(£) 


of larger cars tend to travel signif- 
icantly farther than small-car dri- 
vers, giving lower spending in 
pence per mile. 

The real bargain for longer- 
distance drivers, according to 
DRIVE’s research, is the mid- 
sized saloon, which can offer 
most of the motorway comforts of 
larger gas-guzzlers at a cost- 
per-mile that is beaten only by 
sub-900cc cars. 


Total Petrol 

Cost Cost 
Mileage per mile per mile 
(pence) (pence) 


Total 
(£) 


Total 


Petrol 
Cost Cost 
Total Mileage per mile per mile} 

(£) (pence) (pence) 
60.09 760 7.91 3.93 
58.02 722 8.04 4.00 
64.88 849 7.64 4.00 
ls Pog eT 690 8.38 3.98 
58.61 795 7.37 3.61 
Donal 734 7.23 3.93 
5/15 fas 8.02 4.04 
48.15 635 7.59 3.98 
47.20 759 6.22 3.61 
54.87 810 6.78 3.98 
45.87 632 7.26 3.81 
51.62 685 7.53 4.11 
49.68 coils 9.69 4.95 
46.63 702 6.64 3.99 
66.04 820 8.05 4.71 
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TABLE 5 _— 


How much doesyour 


car cost? 

Of the cars surveyed in the Index, 
Japan also takes the prize for the 
cheapest model per mile: Dat- 
sun’s New Cherry, whose own- 
ers spent 5.08p every 1760yd. For 
good measure, they also had the 
lowest petrol cost-per-mile at 
2.73p. 

The best of British was a com- 
parative bargain, taking engine- 
size into account: Vauxhall’s 
Cavalier 1600, costing 5.60p per 
mile in total. BL Mini 850 drivers 
achieved the lowest average 
monthly bill of £34.63, but they 
did cover fewest miles — a ‘mini’ 
473 per month. 

Now check the record of the 
model that you run. If your aver- 
age mileage is around the listed 
figure, the table will give you a 
most helpful idea of your monthly 
outgoings. 


MODEL-BY-MODEL 
ANALYSIS 

(post-1969 cars) 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 


Austin-Morris Mini 850 
Mini 1000 
1100/1300 
Allegro 
Maxi 
Marina 1300 Mk | 
Marina 1300 Mk II 
Marina 1800 
Princess 
Chrysler/Talbot Avenger 1300 
Hunter 1750 
Datsun New Cherry 
Sunny 1171 
lat 8/124 
500/127 
Ford Escort 1100/Popular Mk 4 
Escort 1100/Popular Mk 2 
Escort 1300 Mk 1 
Fiesta 
Cortina 1300 Mk 3 
Cortina 1600 
Cortina 2000 
Capri 1600 Mk 2 
Granada/Consul 
Renault 4/5/6 
le 
15/16/17 
Rover 2000/3500 (pre-1976 
Triumph Toledo/Dolomite 1300 
1500/Dolomite 1500 
2000/2. 5PI| 
Vauxhall Viva 1256 
Chevette 1256 
Cavalier 1600 
VW Beetle 
Golf/Polo 


Servic- 
ing/ 
Repairs 


(£) 


Tos: 
7.80 
10.12 
12.63 
24.46 
11.84 
jeliZ 
35.82 
14.78 
14.81 
37.69 
5.36 
8.58 
4.05 
8.98 
25.34 
10.31 
24.63 
3.19 
9/59 
16.27 
15.28 
5.93 
16.86 
16.22 
6.01 
6.99 
21.56 
15.43 
16.02 
Com 
17.39 
4.94 
11.44 
ohal Tf 
3.93 


Insur- 
ance 


(£) 


4.28 
4.36 
4.40 
4.78 
4.88 
4.43 
4.34 
5.09 
DiS 
4.46 
4.67 
5.02 
HIOZ 
5.36 
4.55 
4.29 
4.49 
4.55 
4.74 
4.32 
4.84 
6.37 
YI 
6.52 
4.74 
5.01 
ato 
6.31 
4.52 
4.93 
5.93 
4.39 
4.50 
5.68 
4.13 
Oi 


7.08 


wae 


ak, 
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Total 
(£) 


34.63 
38.59 
40.10 
52.37 
68.51 
48.40 
50.09 
82.71 
teed 
55.07 
79.20 
37.70 
47.51 
39.43 
36.77 
60.09 
48.79 
62.26 
43.99 
49.25 
72.00 
70.27 
56.92 
76.93 
50.00 
45.77 
ObrOH 
77.58 
50.88 
63.10 
71.36 
51.44 
48.32 
67.93 
39.32 
46.23 


Total 
Cost 


Petrol 
Cost 


Mileage per mile per mile 
(pence) (pence) 


473 
523 
531 
TOG 
762 
633 
765 
822 
1028 
790 
809 
743 
671 
660 
522 
556 
721 
524 
748 
804 
1009 
1084 
864 
1025 
629 
704 
709 
793 
686 
652 
798 
691 
774 
1214 
548 
750 


YOU CAN'T RELY ON 


7.33 
7.38 
7.55 
6.92 
8.99 
7.64 
6.55 
10.06 
7.51 
6.97 
9.79 
5.08 
7.08 
5.98 
7.04 
10.81 
6.77 
11.87 
5.88 
6.12 
7.14 
6.48 
6.59 
7.51 
7.95 
6.50 
7.97 
9.78 
7.41 
9.69 
8.95 
7.45 
6.25 
5.60 
7.18 
6.17 


3.38 
3.36 


3.52 
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YOUR CAR LIKE YOU CAN 
RELY ON THE AA 


A breakdown can happen at the most unexpected time. 


So It’s good to know that wherever you are you can rely on the 


AA for help 24 hours a day. 
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Its great to feel you belong. 
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A generation ago, it was simple. 
You either bought a civilised, 
people-carrying saloon or a load- 


swallowing, functional estate. 
Now, the distinction is blurred by 
fastbacks, hatchbacks and notch- 
backs, and even sports saloons 
feature opening rear ends and 
folding seats. 

The car that started this trans- 
formation in Gt Britain was the 
Austin Maxi, which proved that 
you could combine the virtues of 
a saloon and estate with the 
minimum of compromise. And 
this 1960s innovator has survived 
into the 1980s with few comprom- 
ises. The top, twin-carb Maxi 
HLS still features five gears, five 
doors and a double-bed conver- 
sion. But is it only as up-to-date as 
the flying bedstead? 


How it goes 


The most-expensive and power- 
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ful opthe Maxis, the HLS has a y 


pair of SU carburettors that give a 
useful 19bhp power advantage 
over the ordinary 1750, and a 
more-modest improvement in 
torque, too. This enables the 
HLS’s high top gear to pull a 
genuine 20mph per 1000rpm, and, 
on one’s first drive, the Maxi 
reveals its lusty top-gear pull. Of 
course, acceleration benefits by 
dropping down a cog, but the 
HLS is willing to pull strongly in 
fifth, even from below 40mph. 
Such willingness is, however, 
belied by the engine’s coarse feel, 
and the Maxi’s old problem of 
poor gear-shift quality is little 
improved. A detente does now 
prevent inadvertent changes from 


second to fifth gear; but the 


lever’s sticky movement around 


the gate, the wide variation in 
shift quality from Maxi to Maxi, 
and the heavy clutch all remain. 

Twin carbs used to sour a 
motoring enthusiast’s life, but our 
HLS always sang sweetly, giving 
acceleration times that the 
Marina 1.7 cannot match and that 
only the quickest of medium- 
sized saloons can beat (see ‘How 
it compares’). 

The HLS’s use of wider 
radial-ply tyres is a mixed bles- 
sing. They are decidedly grippy 
when braking hard or cornering 
fast, but make the steering feel 
heavier than an ordinary 1750’s — 
unhelpful on a twisting route. 
Another important change made 
in 1979 was the swop from Hyd- 


Tr CAR TEST 
Respect for our elders 


rolastic to Hydragas suspension 
— the Maxi was the last BL pro- 
duct to float on fluid. It has done 
nothing to impair the Maxi’s 
impressive cornering ability, for, 
despite its ageing looks, the Maxi 
can still show trendier upstarts a 
thing or two through the bends, 
thanks to its unswerving direc- 
tional stability and good feel 
from the front tyres through the 
steering wheel. 

Yet prospective buyers 
wouldn’t jump to this conclusion in 
the showroom, where the Maxi’s 
minimal instrumentation fails to 
woo the driver. Two old- 
fashioned dials convey little 
information beyond the essential; 
illuminated rocker switches are 
still scattered in pairs around the 
veneered dashboard; warning 
lamps are even more randomly 
placed; and the only concession 
to 1980s ergonomics is a pair of 


stalks for lighting and wash/wipe. 
Even these disappoint: there’s no 
provision for an intermittent wipe 
or brief, lane-change indication, 
and our car’s headlamp flasher 
felt imprecise. Further old fail- 
ings are the blindspot left by the 
driver’s wiper, feeble headlamp 
beams, and the impossibility of 
beam trimming without a screw- 
driver and partial dismantling. 


How comfortable 

The Maxi makes few concessions 
to driver comfort, either. The 
seat’s range of adjustments is 
coarse, the rake lever gets tied-up 
with the seatbelt clasp, and 38/in 
of driver-legroom is ridiculously 
limited for a car with acres of 
space behind. However, if it’s 
enough for you, the driving seat 
can offer good support, its upright 
position being less tiring than one 
that produces a semi-recumbent 
slouch. 

Because of its initial unwieldi- 
ness, the HLS — like Maxis of 
old — improves on acquaintance. 
Though its longer-lasting, steel- 
braced radial-ply tyres jitter in 
response to low-speed bumps, the 
Hydragas suspension’s level- 
headedness and absorbency is 
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better than ever. The Maxi’s 
damping has been maximised, 
too, to the point where there’s no 
tendency to bounce, and corner- 
ing roll is well-restrained. In all, 
we think it rides the road and 
handles through bumpy bends a 
lot better than a Ford Cortina ora 
Morris Marina. 

Its boxy styling might be passé , 
but it is highly practical when it 
comes to loading people and pack- 
ages. Rear entry is particularly 
easy for the less-agile, and the 
tall, inviting rear seat has hardly 
any centre tunnel and plenty of 
legroom. Lateral support isn’t 
helped by the lack of a centre 
armrest and the new, smaller 
door-pull armrests, but the latter 
do now enable the seat to be 
folded forward without first open- 
ing the rear doors. 

We found that the backrest 
latches still rattle infuriatingly 
but, otherwise, our test Maxi was 
a reformed rattler — it was the 
first we’d tried that lacked facia 
creaks, for example. While road 
rumble remains too high and wind 
noise too apparent at higher 
speeds, we were favourably 
impressed by its refinement at 
motorway-cruising pace. Com- 
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plaints were confined to the top- 
gear’s whine at 50-60mph, and the 
brakes’ squeaking when they 
were not in use — an old Maxi 
failing. And why hasn’t the 
radiator fan’s howl been silenced 
by bringing it around the corner, 
as in the Princess? 

Of course, the Maxi’s selling 
point is its spacious cargo area — 
extending, in its double-bed 
mode, through to the front parcels 
shelf. The big tailgate is blissfully 
easy to manipulate, thanks to 
twin gas struts, and the sill-less 
load aperture is a great help. 
Elderly canines, destined for the 
rear, approved of the carpetted 
platform, and the neat trim drew 
praise from passengers. 

In this top-of-the-range model, 
the lack of a clock and tachometer 
is noticeable, and the heater’s 
leak of cold air at foot level while 
the airflow is set to the screen 
makes you turn up the heat when 
it’s not really needed. The facia 
vents are more efficient — fortu- 
nate, as they are not boosted by 
the quiet fan. 

Around town, the Maxi’s cum- 
bersome controls are offset by the 
ease with which this roomy car 
can be placed. Vision is excellent 
all round, and the tailgate’s need 
for a wash/wiper is not as great as 
some more-modern hatchbacks’ 
rear-ends. 


How strong 

Like the old Austin 1800 — whose 
doors it inherited — the Maxi is 
sturdily built, with wings and 
body panels thicker than is cus- 
tomary nowadays. Conse- 
quently, its torsional stiffness 
(ability to withstand flexing) is 
unusually good. 

Despite some sill corrosion 
problems, elderly secondhand 
Maxis have resisted structural 
corrosion well. The paint does 
chip and blister fairly readily, but 
there’s no doubt that the car’s 
square profile protects its lower 
flanks from the stone chips that 
pepper the curved-under con- 
tours of more-modern designs. 
Less laudable are all-too-obvious 
corrosion points such as the paint 
next to window trims, and the 
chrome plating doesn’t seem so 
good on more-recent Maxis. 

The underside is coated with a 
flexible sealant that is conscienti- 
ously applied. Indeed, in some 
places, too much is used — which 
can allow water in through the 
resulting cracks. On the whole, 
though, Maxis survive well even 
in careless use, and proud owners 
can make the bodywork last a 
long time. 

Sadly, transmission problems 
have dogged the Maxi for years, 
and our car was halted by an oil 
leak that ruined the clutch in mid- 
test. Our testers are also worried 
by the wildly varying engine-oil 
consumptions recorded for this 


AUSTIN MORRIS MAXI 1750HLS 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £31.88 (fitting 1.6hr) 

exhaust £55.89 (0.8hr) 

headlamp unit £7.02 (0.6hr) 

front bumper £29.33 (0.6hr) 
laminated windscreen £43.13 (1.1hr) 


oil filter and points £3.30 (0.7hr) 
major service 6000 miles (3¥ahr) 


Insurance group 4 
Warranty 12 months; AA membership 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £360 

Capital interest £247 

New-cost inflation £562 

Total standing costs=£1169 (9.74p per mile 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.20p gal) £472 

Insurance (av) £153 

Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £165 

Total running costs=£862 (7.18p per mile 
Total ownership £2031 (16.93p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Austin Morris Maxi 1750HLS 
Austin Morris Marina 1700HL 
Ford Cortina 1600GL 

VW Passat GLS 1600 

Talbot Alpine GL 
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ACCELERATION Times in sec BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 


MPH 90 Consumption — normal range 
hard driving, heavy traffic 23mpg 
80 short journey, suburban 25mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 28mpg 
mixed roads — brisk, 50mph cruising 32mpg 
quiet rural — 40mph cruising 35mpg 
Typical mpg overall 30V%empg 
Realistic tank range 285 miles/9¥egal 
Consumption at steady speeds 5th 4th 
; 30mph 46mpg 42mpg 
40 : 56mph 35mpg 33mpg 
; 7Omph 28mpg 26mpg 
30 |<o4§ | ie max mph 15mpg 15mpg 

20 SAFETY CHECKS 


10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90100 _ steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
TOP SPEEDS % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within absorbing? No _ interior: well padded? No 

; central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
Max Snginie speed mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? No 
used 6000rpm, j Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? No childproof? Yes 
bred wg 4700rpm, (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? No 
standing ¥4 mile 52\b at start; 48lb in constant use; 55Ilb in severe use convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
19. 1sec Watersplash 58lb at first, 2 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 


70 
60 


50 


ENGINE MAXIMUM _30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH ___IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM  LEGROOM _ TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC)  (%g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) _ REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 


4921 1748 30% 94 13.6 20.5 (4th) 92/65 33! 2V4" 38% 41% 44/34 

4651 1700 29%2 94 14.8 23.6 94/70 14’ OV" 38% 39 334/332 

4713 1593 33% 91 17.9 26.1 97/35 14’ 3" 41 39 334/34 

5621 1588 35% 12.5 22.8 100/60 14’ 4" 39% 37 4/31% 

4860 1442 32 97 15.4 25.8 100/52 iejeaalole 40% 40 4/34Ve 
(4th)=4th gear 


DRIVE March-April 1980 


engine: ours drank a pint per 500 
miles after its leak was cured. 


How safe 

Despite their annoying noises, 
the test car’s brakes proved very 
efficient, and the emergency stop 
seems better on the fatter tyres. 
Fade is revealed by frequent 
high-speed stops, but the system 
recovers very quickly. Some 
Maxis are prone to brake judder, 
so we were pleased that our car 
was free of the shakes. 

The elderly Maxi is up-to-date 
in its fail-safe roadholding. It’s 
one of those cars that only the 
foolhardy could lose on corners, 
being progressive and predictable 
in the way it runs steadily wider as 
cornering speed increases. When 
the accelerator is released, the car 
merely toes the line. 

Safety padding falls short of 
ideal. There’s none in the roof, 
for example, and the facia is not 
the safe moulding seen in some 
modern cars. The seatbelts fit and 
work well, though, and the HLS 
is the only Maxi to boast a lami- 
nated screen. Outside, the fuel 
tank is rather vulnerable to a rear 
crash, and the door locks could be 
operated by certain types of 
impact. Still, it is a strong box. 


How much 

For a 1750cc family saloon, 30mpg 
overall is unspectacular: some 
2litre executive motors manage 
almost as well. However, this 
is an improvement over pre- 
vious Maxi 1750s that we have 
sampled — and they didn’t go as 
fast, either. The larger tank 
capacity is appreciated on long 
RA in RIL a R Wed ERS 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Austin Morris 
Maxi 1750HLS, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price and 
what kind of car it's meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
0000860600 


FUEL ECONOMY 
©00000 


HANDLING/STEERING 
©000060 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
0000000 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
000006000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
©0000 


DRIVER AIDS 
eee 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
©0000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
0000000 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
eee 
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-unfastened, 


runs, and it’s easy to brim it. 
Underbonnet access is accept- 
able, once the rain-splash bib is 
and most routine 
DIY jobs are feasible, but the 
twin SU carbs are best left to 
experts. The handbook is helpful 
and parts prices are reasonable 
compared with some Continental 
rivals’. Servicing, due every 6000 
miles, is more demanding than 
others’ nowadays, but overall 
running costs are competitive. 
We base our depreciation fig- 


ures on a Maxi HL over the last 
2% years, and, though it is not too 
steep, the Cortina does better, 
and the Marina is preferred by 
cautious secondhand buyers. 
Puncture sufferers will 
appreciate the spare’s location in 
a cradle that can be released 
without disturbing the luggage. 
Routine valeting is easy, thanks 
to the amenable carpet fabric that 
extends to the cargo area and a 
sensible exterior shape that stays 
cleaner than most. The wheels 


ree EcScamratot 


have hubcaps (remember them’) 
instead of fashionable wheelnuts 
to negotiate with a small brush. 


Verdict 

Austin Morris’s struggle with 
some outmoded models is typified 
by the Maxi. So sturdy a car 
deserves a better reputation after 
all this time. One can overlook its 
1960s styling, but how many 1980s 
drivers will forgive it its clumsy 
controls, coarse low-speed pulling 
and limited equipment? 

Those who do will discover the 
brilliance of the basic concept has 
not been totally eclipsed. The more 
you Maxi, as a driver or passenger, 
the more you appreciate its virtues 
of roominess, stable handling and 
level ride, with the HLS version 
adding some performance without 
spoiling fuel economy. As such, the 
sturdy Maxi HLS should satisfy 
those who prefer working their car 
to worshipping it. 


ENGINE 

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 76.2mm 
borex95.8mm_ stroke=1748cc; 5 main 
bearings; iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.5:1 

Valve gear overhead camshaft with buc- 
ket tappets (shim adjustment) chain driven 
chain 

Fuel system two SU HS6 variable-jet 
carburettors, fed by mechanical pump 
from 10¥egal tank — no reserve 

Max power (DIN-net) 91bhp at 
5250rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 
3400rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 7%4in diaphragm spring, single 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; pedal 
load/travel: 32Ib/5Y2in 

Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.20:1, second 2:1, 
third 1.37:1, fourth 1:1, top 0.87:1, reverse 
3.47:1 

Final drive helical spur gears, 3.65:1 to 
front wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 19.9mph in top gear; 
17.3mph in fourth gear 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — front: independent trans- 
verse links, Hydragas displacers with 
front-rear interconnection 

rear: independent trailing arms, Hydragas 
displacers 

Dampers inherent in system 

Steering rack and pinion, 4% turns bet- 
ween full locks; turning circles average 
34%4ft between kerbs, with 71ft in response 
to one turn of the wheel 

Wheels 4/2C steel with 165SR13 radial- 
ply tyres (Dunlop SP4 on test car) 
Brakes discs front, manually adjustable 
drums rear, with vacuum servo, line failure 
warning lamp 


104lb ft at 


» “~ kerbweight 20cwt 
-overall length 13ft 2¥4in 
overall width 5ft 4in 
overall height 4ft 7%in 
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MY KIND OF PLACE 


Past 
caring 


ANYONE WHO takes a serious 
interest in food cannot fail to 
notice that there is something 
of a revival in traditional fare. 
However, the enthusiasm for 
national dishes seldom extends 
to regional and local offerings. 
Sad, but true. 

How do restaurants deal with 
British food? Far too many try 
to create mock 18th- and 19th- 
century extravaganzas, with 
one eye on their copies of Eliza 
Acton and John Farley and the 
other on the size of their cus- 
tomers’ wallets. Even worse, 
dishes may be inventions — the 
chef’s idea of what food of the 
past was like. 

Most embarrassing of all are 
dishes like the one | saw adver- 
tised by a restaurant in Carlisle 
— a concoction called 
Cumbrian Kidney Kebab, and 
described as a mixture of 
kidneys, water chestnuts, 
bacon and tomatoes, grilled on 
skewers and served with rice 
and barbecue sauce. Nothing 
about this bizarre dish sug- 
gested anything remotely to do 
with the Lake District, apart 
from the tenuous possibility 
that the kidneys had come from 
local Herdwick sheep. 

Why give it the ‘Cumbrian’ 
tag? The answer is simple: in an 
area where tourists come look- 
ing for everything ‘traditional’ 
and ‘local’, it is almost compul- 
sory for restaurants to oblige. 
And it is a telling comment on 
the lack of respect and under- 
standing that many 
restaurateurs have for food. 

This indifference is doubly 
galling because there is an 
abundance of local materials in 


‘It’s strange 
how the worst 
motorway 
accidents 
always occur 
in the 
kitchens.’ 
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every part of Britain. Consider, 
for example, the shoreline plant 
Known as marsh samphire. It 
grows in quantity on the salt 
marshes of East Anglia, andisa 
delicious, free and unusual 
vegetable. Yet restaurants are 
only now beginning to include it 
occasionally on their menus. 
Why has it taken so long for 
them to realise that much of the 
real fibre of country-cooking 
derives from items such as 
samphire that, literally, have 
their roots in the landscape? 

But the news isn't all bad. 
There are more than a handful 
of restaurants that can handle 
regional food, and handle it 
convincingly. The Bell Inn at 
Ramsbury, in Wiltshire, is a 
good example. If you want to 
get a taste for our native foods, 
this is the place to go, for it 
specialises in dishes from all 
parts of the country, as well as 
featuring a number of new re- 
gional dishes such as Kidneys 
Urchfont, which includes the 
mustard developed in the Wilt- 
shire village of Urchfont. 

Better still is Rothay Manor, 
in Ambleside, on the shores of 
Lake Windermere. It is famous 
for its authentic Georgian food, 
wonderful breakfasts and reg- 
ional dishes, the most spec- 
tacular being potted char. 

The char is a member of the 
salmon family, and is found in 
quite a number of deep inland 
lakes, especially Windermere 
itself. Local fishermen call at 
the kitchen door of the Manor 
with their catch, and it is trans- 
formed into a delicacy that has 
been popular in the Lake Dis- 
trict since the 18th century. 

There is, however, one major 
problem. If yé6u want to taste 
regional food, how do you know 
where to go? Guidebooks 
aren't a great help; and the 
‘Taste of England’ scheme, 
introduced by the English Tour- 
ist Board, is too general and far 
from critical. 

Restaurateurs surely could 
try to reflect more enthusiasti- 
cally the food that is around 
them. Yarmouth bloaters, 
Cromer crabs, Bradenham 


hams, Stargazey and bilberry 
pies are’ not relics, foods with 
only apast. They are there to 
be eaten! 
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Which of these 
languages 


would you like 
to speak? 


French? German? Why not Greek? No 
language is too difficult with the Linguaphone 
method. You LISTEN, you UNDERSTAND, 


and then you SPEAK. We have already helped 
over 4 million people speak one or more of 34 
languages — easily, quickly, at home. 


We could tell you more here, but better 
believe your ears. A FREE cassette or record 


will 


prove to you that 


learning another 


language is easier than you thought. 


FREE CASSETTE OR RECORD 


Let us know which language you 
would like to speak by ticking the 
relevant box on the coupon below. 
Then cut out the whole coupon 
and send it to us to receive your 
FREE illustrated 20 page full 
colour brochure together with a 
new FREE explanatory cassette or 
record without obligation. 


Please tick: 


1 Afrikaans 

~J American English 

J Arabic (Modern 
Standard) 

J Arabic (Algerian) 

_| Arabic (Egyptian) 

_j Chinese 
(Mandarin) 

_] Chinese 
(Cantonese) 

(Czech 

| Danish 

(| Dutch 


“| English (For 
Foreign 
Students) 

_] Finnish 

_] French 

[) German 

_] Greek (Modern) 

_j Hebrew 
(Modern) 

1) Hindi 

(J lcelandic 

(J Indonesian 

Ci Irish 

Ljltalian 

_) Japanese 


_] Malay 

_] Norwegian 

_] Persian (Modern) 

_) Portuguese 

_] Russian 

_] Serbo-Croat 

(J Spanish 
(Castilian) 

(] Spanish (Latin 
American) 

- Swahili 

_) Swedish 

(] Welsh 

Lj Zulu 


To: Linguaphone Institute Ltd. (Dept. DV/23) 
207-209 Regent Street, London, W1R 8AU 
want to learn a new language in my own home. Rush my FREE cassette 
or record, as indicated; plus an illustrated brochure that gives 
acomplete explanation. | understand | will be under no obligation. 


Please mark appropriate box. 


Mr. Mrs. Miss 


Address 


| Cassette or 


record 


Age 
(If under 18) 


Oe ee ee 


Tre r tr ese es ed 
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Regulars ; 
e Only 


IS THIS the sign of the times? In the winter of 1978- 1979, 
garage signs saying Quad Stamps! and 3p Off! came down, 
and up went notices saying Regulars Only and Account 
Customers Only. They came out again — briefly — last 
winter, and you can bet that we haven’t seen the last of 
them. Is it fair? Is it practical? During the last tanker- 
drivers’ strike, DRIVE asked motorists for their views . . . 
‘I suppose I sympathise with the p - 
garages that do it, said Peter 


A ‘I can understand why garage a. | haven't seen any Regulars 


Frisby, a commercial traveller 
from Horsham, W Sussex, ‘but it 
means that people like me have to 
spend their days looking for pet- 
rol instead of working. | have to 
have petrol to do my job, and I 
can t afford to waste time hunting 
for it. |can be in any one area only 
four or five times a year, and I 
always need I2gal,’ 


‘Its a bit tough if you're a long » 2 


way from your patch, said John 
Goodwin, an electrical engineer 
from Cambridge. ‘But I suppose 
I'd do it myself, if I were a garage 
owner. It’s anatural, commercial 
decision. In business, you have a 
duty to your regular customers — 
even though it’s difficult for me, 
travelling the country on busi- 
ness. | was in Lincolnshire a 
while back, and from the Al to 
the coast there must have been 20 
Regulars Only signs. Luckily, | 
wasn t desperate.’ 


Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
! about your motoring and 
what it means to you. You 
can send letters for pub- 
lication — unstamped — 
via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
Post, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Correspondent Mr J Bissett, of 
Pilgrims Hatch, Brentwood, 
Essex, certainly started some- 
thing when he suggested that 
we should all back home pro- 
ducts (November-December). 
We asked for your views... 


Long- running shoes 

issett is right about our 
Pedancy to be our own worst 
critics and run down BL cars at 
the drop of a hat. However, | 
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proprietors do it,’ said Derek 
Goddard, a Salisbury man with 
the exotic profession of merce- 
nary soldier. ‘I don’t blame them 
for keeping their regulars sweet. 
I'm used to von like this in 
this ny 


_ ‘| can't say | blame garage 


owners that much,’ said company 


director Bruce Gray, from Win- 
_canton, filling up the 20gal tank of 
his Daimler. 
takes a lot of petrol, so have a 


‘Luckily, | 


_ good range between fill 


have driven BL cars since 1959 
and, though they have had 
faults (what car doesn’t?), they 
have proved very reliable. 

My present Morris Marina 
1.8SDL is five years old, has 
covered 48,000 miles (8000 of 
them with a caravan in tow), and 
has been totally reliable. In this 
time | have had only the shock 
absorbers replaced — I’m still 
running on the original battery 
and brake shoes. 

| had a Kenlowe fan fitted 
when | bought it, and | regularly 
get 33-35mpg on my daily 20- 
mile journey to work. 

P C Jinks 
Swindon, Wiltshire 


BL good 

Like Mr Bissett, | praise the 
reliability of BL cars. | have 
owned two Austin 1100s, an 
Austin Allegro 1300, an Allegro 
1500 Super and, currently, 
an Allegro 1500LE, and not one 
has had a major fault. 


My work colleagues own an 


assortment of vehicles, mainly 
foreign, and it appears that 
most foreign cars are supplied 
with one extra not fitted by BL 
— rose-coloured spectacles. 
My friends do not acknowledge 
the faults that their cars fre- 
quently suffer, nor the high cost 
of parts and servicing. 

R D P Langston 

High Halston 

Rochester, Kent 


Morris dances on 

| have owned 19 cars and have 
driven, or been driven, more 
than a million miles in them. 
The models have included two 
Humber Snipes, two Jensens, 
four Aston Martins, two Rolls- 
Royce Shadows... and a Mor- 
ris Marina 1300, which was 
bought new in 1974 as asecond 
Car. 

Maintained at the manufac- 
turer's recommended intervals 
by the garage that supplied it, 
the Marina has, in five years, 


chalked-up 36,700 miles. Total 


Only signs, said David Henry. 
Not surprisingly, really: he'd just 
touched down at Heathrow Air- 
port from Australia, and set off in 


_a hired Ford Escort. _Is there a 


cretany from Ba’ 


travel between oe and 


_ that I could get petrol.’ 


petrol consumed has been 1107 
gallons, which works out to 
33mpg overall. Eight services 
and the replacement oil, plugs, 
filters, tyres, etc have come to 
£266 — 0.72p per mile. 

BL does make some good 
vehicles. The Marina has never 
let me down, and has proved 
the most reliable of my 19 cars. 
WE Fea 
Worfield 
Nr Bridgnorth, Salop 


Allegro crescendo 

| am the proud owner of a 1974 
Austin Allegro 1300 with more 
than 50,000 miles on the clock. 
The car has been extremely 
reliable and costs me very little 
to run — a fact reinforced by 
DRIVE’s Index. 

With such excellent home- 
produced cars as the Allegro on 
the market, | am puzzled why 
people bother with foreign cars. © 
Maybe they are brainwashed by 
the rubbish they read in some 
motoring magazines that are 


Lapham, 


41 don’t use a lot of petrol,’ said 
pensioner Mrs Winifred Hughes, 
_ ‘but I am a regular at this garage 


so far as I’m concerned. I’ve 
never been turned away, and I 
never go anywhere else. 


‘Yes, we have our Regulars 
nly sign up again, said Hook, 
ants, garage-owner Mrs Mary 
‘but it has never created 
ny antagonism. We rarely — 


anyone away, even though we are 
short at the moment — non- 
regulars can usually have £2-3- _ 


‘Who is a fenular? How do ae 
tell?’ asked van driver Ronald 


_ Wilson, 35, from Stratford, E 


But I ae 
se enough pet- 


ayeiparbise with the garages, ina _ 
way: they want to keep faith with | 
their regular customers.’ 


biased towards foreign cars. 
Having driven Alfa Romeo's 
Alfasud and the VW Polo, | can 
say that the Allegro is superior 
in terms of ride, handling, 
roadholding, steering and brak- 
ing, which may surprise many 
motoring writers who, in my 
view, would be incapable of 
testing a dodgem car. 
| believe that BL deserves 
credit for battling against over- 
whelming odds. 
B A Caddich 
Sheffield, S Yorkshire 


Taxing his patience 
There is another side to the 
coin, Mr Bissett. Take the 
experiences ofa friend of mine. 
She had a Triumph Dolomite 
from new, and had endless 
troubles with the gearbox, and 
constant-velocity joints. 
Eventually, last winter, a 
combination of black ice and a 
large tree resulted in the car 
being written-off. However, she 


bought another Dolomite. She 


_ London. “Garages have generally 


been willing to sell me petrol, 
even when they had the signs up. 


Le your i ae oe 7, be OK. 


ae Wells | was Regular 


_ Only, but I always got some. 


reckons it is even worse than its 
predecessor, and is now think- 
ing Japanese. 

Another friend has a Daimler 
Sovereign — £15,000-worth of 
beautiful car. But, every time it 
rains, water pours in under the 
scuttle. It has been back to the 
dealer six times without cure, 
and its owner is now thinking 
BMW. 

Me? I’ve owned 11 British 
models and suffered an average 
amount of minor and major 
troubles. The most serious 
involved my last UK-made car, a 
Ford Cortina GXL. 

After that, | went Japanese. 
The outcome? Apart from a 
radio that gave poor VHF recep- 
tion, which was changed with- 
out question, the only problem 
after 11,000 miles of very satis- 
fying motoring has been a boot 
lamp’s failure. 

Bearing in mind that | am 
already taxed to keep BL and 
Talbot afloat, | don’t propose to 
subsidise them further by buy- 


woman call in yesterday who 


Nevertheless, I don’t think that 
anyone else should be turned 
away. Garages should serve 
everyone. When the petrol’s 
gone, it’ S gone. That vould be the 
fairest way. 


se 


worth. People call in and tell me 
that they ve been driving for 
miles on the red, and I always try 
to help. Mind you, I did have one 


wanted her car filled up, and it 
took 0.7gal. She said it wouldn't 
take much — but really!’ 


erat must get very 
Aa said Dave Full, a 41- 
year-old engineer, working tem- 
porarily as a pump attendant at a 
Fleet, Hants, service station, 
where the answer is to ration cus- 
tomers to a maximum of 4gal. 
‘But, from a common sense point 
of view, you surely have to look 
after your good customers who 
buy petrol from you throughout 
the year. | can understand drivers 
getting choked off, though, espe- 
cially if ey re down to their last 
Aa SON 

* 4 


& 
bes 


A ‘Garages with Regulars Only 
signs? I'd close them down if I 
could, said National Coal Board 
contracts manager John Penn, 50. 
‘We all should boycott them when 
the signs appear. When I leave 
home in the morning, my local 
garage isn t open, so I buy where 


_ I can, and sometimes it’s a strug- 


ing their inferior merchandise. 
Ron Tilson 
Potters Bar, Hertfordshire 


UK, 6 — W Germany, 1 
Since the early 1960s | have 
owned two Triumph 2000s, a 
Triumph 2.5Pi, an Opel Com- 
modore, a Triumph 1500, a 
Triumph Dolomite 1850 and an 
Austin-Morris Princess. | kept 
the Opel for only three months, 
and hurried back to BL. 

John Stanley 

Croydon, Surrey 


Disappearing trick cyclist 
Riding a motorcycle is a 
hazardous business, no matter 
how much care one takes. After 
driving a car for 28 accident- 
free years, | switched to a 
motorscooter for economy 
reasons 18 months ago. 

In the last three months | have 
been involved in two accidents 
— both through no fault of my 
own. The first was a hit-and-run 
when acar cut in front of me on 


gle. How do you become a ‘‘regu- 
lar’ if you're not in one area?’ 


a roundabout. The second was 
the result of a car pulling out of 
a side road into my path. The 
driver subsequently admitted 
that he had not seen me. 
These incidents occurred in 
daylight, with good road condi- 
tions. | also had my headlamp 
on — in addition to wearing a 
bright-red suit and an orange 
crash helmet. 
Dr JA G Watt 
Bearsden, Glasgow 


Smoke screen 

| sympathise with bus drivers 
whose attempts to pull out are 
thwarted by motorists refusing 
to give way (Letters, 
November-December). My own 
excuse for overtaking them 
almost at all costs is the pall of 
evil black smoke that threatens 


Chris Story if 


to sicken me for my courtesy in | 


holding back. | submit that such 
wasteful emissions are a crime 
to other road users. 

J Sharp 

Hessle, Humberside 
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BLIVIOUS to the traffic’s roar and 

the slipstream that fluttered the hem 
of his garment, the Rev Dr Donald 
Omand stood on the grass beside a busy 
South Coast holiday route and quietly 
murmured: ‘Deliver from destruction all 
those who travel this road. . .’ 

The following weekend was the August 
bank holiday, when the notorious acci- 
dent black-spot could have been 
expected to claim its usual quota of acci- 
dent victims. But no one died or was 
injured that weekend, and, indeed, no 
one has been hurt there since. 

Luck — or exorcism? For more than 40 
years, Donald Omand has maintained 
that malign spiritual influences can and 
do cause road accidents. He also claims 
to have statistics to prove that dozens of 
dangerous stretches of road have become 
safer after receiving his attentions. 

Hard to believe that the Devil can in- 
fluence the way you drive? ‘In my 
experience,’ says the 76-year-old Church 
of England clergyman and international 
authority on exorcism, ‘the majority of 
recognised black-spots are not at obvious 
danger-points — say, on a bend or on a 
hill. They are on seemingly featureless 
pieces of highway, with no hazards and 
good visibility. Nevertheless, accidents 
continually occur there. My theory, as an 
exorcist, is that such places contain a real 
spirit of evil, perhaps as a result of an 
ancient curse long since forgotten. 

‘For instance, the main road through 
one Scottish glen had a terrible curse on 
it, which I was able to lift. Once a road 
has been built on cursed land, that curse 
can be kept alive by the malicious minds 
of people living today. 

‘The most common experience is to be 
driving along quite normally when, at a 
specific point on the road, the driver has a 
sudden urge to act irrationally and 
dangerously — either to drive headlong 
into approaching traffic, or to steer the 
car off the road at breakneck speed. 
Many cases of so-called ‘“‘motorway mad- 
ness’’ are connected with this impulse.’ 

Dr Omand’s research, carried out 
since the late 1930s with a group of Euro- 
pean psychologists and medical scien- 
tists, has led him to believe that this type 
of incident, during which the motorist is 
held actually to be ‘possessed’ by an evil 
influence, takes place in closely defined 
areas — particular bends or specific 
stretches of road — regardless of the con- 
ditions. ‘Indeed, in one investigation, we 
found that six motorists had undergone 
an identical experience on a piece of road 
less than 450yd long. Then, as the road 
continued, the influence disappeared.’ 

There can be little doubt about Dr 
Omand’s credentials, nor his enthusiasm. 
From his home in Cullompton, Devon, 
he travels the world to thwart ‘the Devil’s 
work’. During the coming months he will 
be exorcising and lecturing in Greece, the 
US and Bermuda. He never charges a 
fee, and usually he insists on secrecy 
before undertaking an exorcism, refusing 
to give even the location of exorcised 
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Q 
Devil rides 
out 


Evil, says The Exorcist*, doesn’t 
simply stalk the land — he drives, too 


sites, in case this upsets the bishops of the 
dioceses in which he has worked. 

‘Recently, I agreed to conduct an exor- 
cism on the understanding that there 
would be no publicity. When I got there, 
the place was full of pressmen and 
cameras. I turned round and drove away.’ 

Several police forces — a body not 
known for its credulity — have asked 
Donald Omand to exorcise dangerous 
roads in their areas. ‘Privately, they have 
told me that it wouldn’t help to have the 
link between ‘‘possession’’ and road 
accidents generally accepted. After all, it 
could perhaps be used as an alibi for 
dangerous and careless drivers.’ 

In one case to which the police drew his 
attention, ‘three drivers, on three sepa- 
rate occasions, while driving at night 
were horrified to see the bleeding, nude 
body of a girl lying in the road. But, when 
they stopped and ran back to investigate, 
there was nothing there. 

‘I found, from a local authority on folk- 
lore, that, nearly 200 years earlier, a 
country girl had been raped and left to die 
at that exact spot. Happily, after my 
exorcism, the spectre of the bleeding girl 
has not been seen again...’ 

Usually, says Dr Omand, the mischief 
is caused by a spirit of evil, but sometimes 
it is the result of a malicious influence 
generated by a living person, as in the 
case of a recent exorcism he carried out. 

On this occasion, he stood on a bank 
overlooking the road — a steep curve 
leading down to a bridge that had been the 


“The Rev Dr Donald Omand was born in Perth, 
1903, and had a varied career as a free-church 
minister, lecturer and journalist — during which 
he met Hitler and Himmler — before becoming a 
Church of England minister in 1954. Vicar of sev- 
eral south of England parishes, he retired in 1971; 
now, he exorcises and lectures in Gt Britain and 
abroad. In 1978, he organised an exorcism of the 
Bermuda Triangle, scene of countless mysterious 
shipping losses. Since then, he says, no in- 
explicable incidents have occurred in the area. 


scene of nearly a dozen accidents in the 
previous 12 months. ‘The road had prac- 
tically been rebuilt to make it safer, but 
this had resulted in even more accidents. 
As I stood looking at the road, I could feel 
there was evil there — it wasn’t a spirit of 
evil, but the influence of a malicious 
human mind or minds. 

‘I prayed, and sprinkled the holy water 
that I had brought with me; then I carried 
out an exorcism, using an ancient form of 
words that I had translated from the 
Latin. Most of my exorcisms were 
devised by me more than 30 years ago 
from translations of Latin and early- 
German. On other occasions, I use ordi- 
nary English: as you grow older, you find 
yourself getting on more familiar terms 
with the Devil, and can talk to him in a 
language that he understands very well.’ 

Apparently, the Devil got the message: 
since the exorcism, the number of acci- 
dents on that road has dropped dramati- 
cally. ‘The malign influence has appar- 
ently been lifted,’ says Dr Omand. ‘To be 
honest, I expected that it would be.’ 

On another occasion, on a busy and 
dangerous road between Charmouth and 
Morcombe Lake, in Dorset, where there 
had been 17 accidents in six months, the 
cause seemed to be ‘possession’ — an 
alien presence taking over vehicles and 
causing their drivers to lose control. 


Since Dr Omand’s exorcism, there have | 


been no more accidents. 

The ‘possession’ theory is one that has 
been supported by Dr Omand’s visits to 
more than 100 hospitals, during which 
doctors and consultants confirmed that 
victims frequently admitted that they had 
behaved irrationally at the wheel, but had 
been unable to help themselves. 

‘One of the most frightening pieces of 
evidence came from a student nurse in a 
busy casualty unit. She claimed that, 
before he died, a badly injured motorist 
had told her that he had been driving at a 
normal speed along a country lane when 
he noticed a white sports car speeding 
towards him. Suddenly, he felt an inde- 
scribable urge to swerve into it. In desp- 
eration, he prayed and was able to with- 
stand the temptation. At that very 
moment, however, the other car swerved 
across the road and ran into him. 

‘If what I believe is true, both motor- 
ists were tempted simultaneously by 
some evil spirit, but only one of them had 
the strength to resist. 

‘Similar experiences have been related 
to doctors and nurses in numerous hospi- 
tals. One motorist told us: ‘‘It was acom- 
pulsion that I simply could not resist — 
worse than standing on a high building 
and feeling drawn to throw oneself into — 
the street below.”’ 

‘I came to the conclusion, many years 
ago, that there is undoubtedly “‘posses- 
sion at the wheel’’, and that any motorist 
driving on a road that harbours a malign 
influence can fall victim to it.’ 

Why should The Exorcist who is so shy 
of publicity talk to DRIVE? 

‘I believe,’ says Dr Omand, ‘that the 
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Ian Dawson 


only answer is to tackle the source of the 
problem. In many Catholic countries, 
shrines are erected by the roadside in 
gratitude for lives saved. I think that 
shrines should also be erected where lives 
have been Jost, in an effort to remove the 
hoodoo. And I would urge people to get 
together to persuade local clergy to bless 
new roads and road changes or improve- 
ments. In my time, I have blessed a large 
number of new roads, and, so far as I 
know, they have never become accident 
black-spots.’ TONY JAMES 


Is it mere coincidence, ordo Dr Omand’s 
methods really work? DRIVE checked out 
one accident black-spot that he exorcised 
in 1972 and 1978 — close to a road junc- 
tion 150yd from the bottom of a long, 
steep hill in a West Country town. 
According to local-authority records, 
three accidents happened there in 1971 
and again in 1972, and two in 1970. Six 
people were injured, two seriously. 

One driver told of a near-miss when, 
travelling down the hill and about to turn 
off, he felt an ‘unseen power’ take over. 
With no accident to explain away and no 
need to find excuses, he maintained that 
the steering wheel had been moved 
against his will, to keep the car on a 
downhill course, and something had 
made his foot push hard on the 
accelerator. Only with great effort was he 
able finally to regain control. 

That was enough to make Dr Omand 
suspect a malign influence, and he carried 
out an exorcism ritual in 1972. 

Remarkably, the official records show 
that this section of road then remained 
accident-free for the next three years — 
only one minor incident was logged, in 
1975, and no one was hurt. Then, in 1978, 
there was a bad accident, and a motorist 
was taken to hospital with severe injuries. 

‘It is clear,’ says Dr Omand, ‘that 
black-spots need to be exorcised once 
every two or three years. My belief is 
that, if there is no goodness to fill the 
vacuum left by the original demon, 
another quite-different evil presence will 
be attracted to dwell there.’ 

So it was that, in 1978, he returned to 
the West Country town and intoned 
prayers at the kerbside. Since then, there 
have been no reports of any accidents. 

There have, however, been two inci- 
dents (in 1974 and 1976) at the foot of the 
hill just down the road. In the first, a 
runaway articulated lorry with bricks hit 
a block of flats, killing the driver and a 
resident. In the other, five people were 
slightly injured when the brakes of a 
coach failed. 

‘This vividly demonstrates that the 
beneficial effects of exorcism are 
extremely localised,’ says Dr Omand. 

Not that his services will be required at 
this particular black-spot: lorries of more 
than 24 tons laden are now prohibited on 
the hill, and coaches have been banned 
altogether. Which tends to suggest that 
evil spirits can also be held in check by 
the long arm of the law... 
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OHN HOME is living on a knife-edge. 

Like thousands of others, 32-year-old 
Home, a 30,000-miles-a-year sales man- 
ager from Beccles, Suffolk, has only to 
chalk up one more driving conviction in 
1980 to face probable disqualification for 
six months or more ... following a 
four-month ban under the totting-up rule, 
after collecting a third endorsement in 
three years in the summer of 1978. 

Fair enough, you might say. A man 
who picks up convictions like John Home 
gets only what he deserves. But consider: 
Home’s three endorsements in the last 
four years have been for speeding (twice) 
and for ‘jumping’ a traffic light; in that 
time he has actually driven more than 
120,000 miles, which is what the average 
motorist covers in 15 years; and, if he gets 
caught doing 3Smph in a built-up area any 
time between now and Christmas, he 
could find it very difficult to do his job. If 
he were still a sales rep, the chances are 
that he would get the sack. 

Is that fair? If someone told you that 
three run-of-the-mill motoring offences in 
15 years would cost you your livelihood, 
would you be content that justice was 
being done? Like John Home, you’d 
probably hope fervently that the 
Whitehall working-party now reviewing 
road-traffic law will come down heavily 
in favour of scrapping the totting-up sys- 
tem that recommends a ban for every 
three endorsements, and replacing it with 
a points system... 

Unlike totting, a points scheme would 
seek to make a distinction between ‘ordi- 
nary’ and serious motoring offences. ‘A 
points system,’ argues Home, with feel- 
ing, ‘is more flexible, fairer.’ 

Fairer, maybe. Which is why the AA 
supports the present exploration of a 
more-sophisticated system. But hopes 
that motorists may have of it proving 
more flexible could be dashed. That is the 
view of Geoffrey Norman, secretary of 
the Magistrates Association. 

Under the points sytem operated in 
some Canadian provinces, for instance, a 
driver who ‘scores’ 15 points suffers 
automatic suspension. It’s the possibility 
of this sort of rigid penalty system that 
worries Norman. Certainly, it would be a 
tempting step for the working-party to 
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recommend: courts would then not have 
to spend time hearing and considering 
pleas of excessive hardship that driving 
bans may cause. And it’s inescapable that 
one of the aims of the traffic-law revision 
is to reduce the burdens that the present 
system places on magistrates. 

Though few people appear to realise it, 
totting-up is actually pretty generous: 
every year, despite picking up three 
endorsements in the specified period, 
thousands of motorists escape disqualifi- 
cation by convincing the Bench that a 
suspension would have serious repercus- 
sions on, among other things, employ- 
ment prospects. It’s not unheard-of, 
even, for some offenders with four 
endorsements being allowed to drive on. 

Will the working-party, and subse- 
quently the legislators, also hold that a 
points system is more lenient? If they do, 
it is possible that they could opt for longer 
periods of disqualification when they 
come to work out penalties. At the very 
least, they could insist on a minimum six 
months — which, in fact, was the inten- 
tion under totting-up at the outset. In 
practice, however, magistrates have 
tended to view this as a maximum term. 
But all this could change. 

More words of caution are voiced by 
ROoSPA road-safety director Mike Read: 
‘A points scheme could encourage driv- 
ers to regard some offences as being less 
serious than others, which in turn may 
influence them to take greater risks.’ And 
James Carr, manager of the AA’s 
environmental affairs department, points 
out: ‘All endorseable offences — includ- 
ing relatively minor transgressions — 
carry an element of potentially dangerous 
road behaviour, and, as things are now, 
three such breaches in three years surely 
indicate some irresponsibility.’ 

If offenders fail to modify their driving 
under a severe system, the argument 
goes, what chance is there of a potentially 
more-lenient scheme making people 
change bad driving attitudes and habits? 
This thought, too, could help shape the 
working-party’s deliberations. 

As it happens, it was to make persistent 
offenders think — not twice but thrice — 
that totting-up was launched in 1962. 
Does it? The truth is that no one knows. 

Remarkably, the Home Office has 
never investigated whether the original 
objective has been achieved. It has not 
logged the number of drivers who, after 
getting their licences back, have been 
banned again; nor has it recorded how 
many motorists have proceeded to com- 
mit a fourth offence after being allowed to 
keep their licence after a third endorse- 
ment. It doesn’t even know how many 
totting-up offenders have been caught 
driving while disqualified — vital infor- 
mation that surely needs to be taken into 
' account before penalties or other 
'2 methods can be determined to encourage 

& erring motorists to change their ways. 
: From the figures that are available, the 
& only clear fact is that at least 25,000 dri- 
2 vers a year fail to heed two warnings: 


even after receiving two endorsements, 
and knowing that their licence is in 
jeopardy, they end up with a ban. 

The reality is probably worse. Writer 
Elizabeth Burney studied 717 totting-up 
cases for her book JP, Magistrates 
Court and Community, and estimates that 
slightly more than 40% of offenders are 
let off with only a fine on their third 
endorsement. If she’s right, the number 
caught breaking the law again after two 
endorsements may be around 35,000. 

The annual total of drivers suspended 
under totting-up has remained more or 
less constant since 1974 — a fact that, 
given the 570,000 additional vehicles on 
Gt Britain’s roads in the same period, 
might suggest that motorists are taking 
better notice of speed limits and traffic 


LIFE AFTER THE BAN 
Most people know that a drink-drive 
conviction makes subsequent insurance 
horribly expensive; recent television 
commercials have underlined the point. 
But a tot-up ban, too, can cost dearly .. . 

That’s what Dorothy Mace discovered 
after a couple of driving bans. The 29- 
year-old Stockport, Cheshire, housewife, 
living apart from her husband, lost her 
licence for three months after a trio of 
speeding offences in 1978. A fourth 
endorsement, shortly after, earned her a 
six-month suspension. She has had her 
licence back just over a year, now. 

‘But not only do my insurers want £180 
to cover my Mini,’ she laments, ‘it will be 
another two years before the excess is 
taken off. I can’t even hire a car until 
1984 because of insurance requirements. 
I simply can’t afford to be on the road.’ 

Even after one disqualification 
through, say, three minor offences, pre- 
miums can rise between 25% and 50%. 
And for more-serious infringements, the 
insurance bill can double. Collect a sec- 
ond driving ban, like Mrs Mace, and an 
insurer will view you in almost the same 
light as a drink-drive offender. The 
chances are that the best you’ll be offered 
will be minimum cover at double cost. 

It is actually around insurance that the 
points system in the Canadian province of 
Saskatchewan revolves. Instead of pay- 
ing fines and facing the threat of suspen- 
sion, as elsewhere, offenders’ points are 
totalled at the end of each year and their 
premiums calculated accordingly. 


signs, and greater care with their driving 
and the condition of their vehicles. In 
fact, it’s more likely that the limit of 
enforcement has been reached, and that 
the number of motorists who are pro- 
secuted represent the tip of an iceberg. 

If we are honest, most of us probably 
would admit that we break at least one of 
the proliferating number of legal require- 
ments every time we drive. We don’t, for 
example, routinely check indicator, 
brake and driving lights before starting 
up, nor check tyres daily for tread depth, 
bulges and cracks, but a fault in any of 
these can land you in court. 


Says Doug Anderson, a _ part-time 
continued on page 62 
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eating 
the drum 


AR MAKERS usually recom- 
mend that brakes be 
adjusted every 5000-6000 miles — 
a short interval that gives your 
wallet little time to recover bet- 
ween garage services. But why 
pay a garage when, for the cost of 
a brake-adjusting spanner or 
screwdriver, you can do the job? 
Some drum brakes have one or 
two adjusting screws or nuts, 
which are turned to move the 
brake shoes nearer the drum and 
sO compensate for their wear. 
Depending on the design of the 
brake, the adjuster may protrude 
through the drum’s backplate 
(easily accessible from under the 
car) or be inside the drum 
by an access hole (see below). 
Manufacturers do not always 
provide information in their 
handbooks on adjusting drum 
brakes. If the adjusters cannot be 
found, ask a local dealer if your 
car has any — it may have self- 
adjusting brakes instead. Make 
sure that you do not loosen the 
bleed screw by mistake, as this 
will let air into the hydraulic sys- 
tem. (The bleed screw has a hex- 
agonal head with a nipple on top.) 
Make sure, too, that you always 
use the correct brake-adjusting 
spanner for your car. An open- 
ended spanner can slip and 
round-off the corners of the screw 
head, making it impossible to 
turn. 

Most adjustable rear brakes 
have a single adjuster protruding 
through the backplate, whereas 
front drum brakes have two ad- 
justers that may need to be turned 
in opposite directions to move the 
shoes towards the drum. To avoid 
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confusion, follow these steps: 

1 Use chocks to prevent the 
grounded wheels from rolling, 
release the handbrake and jack up 
the other side of the car for its 
brakes to be adjusted. 

2 Rotate each wheel to make sure 
that it moves freely. If a rear 
wheel does not, check that the 
handbrake is fully released. (On 
driven wheels, you will always 
feel some resistance due to the 
transmission’s drag.) 

3 Locate the adjuster and, if it’s 
the screw-in type, clean the 
thread. 

4 Rotate the wheel while turning 
the adjuster clockwise with a 
brake-adjusting spanner until the 
brake linings are felt to drag 
against the drum. Most adjusters 
have a notched action, with four 
distinctly tight points per revolu- 
tion. Set the adjuster between the 
tight spots. 

5 Press the brake pedal to cen- 
tralise the shoes. If the wheel 
spins freely, turn the adjuster 
again until the linings drag. From 
this point, turn the adjuster in the 
opposite direction, one notch ata 
time, until the wheel can be 
turned freely. A very light, rub- 
bing contact is permissible. 

6 Repeat steps 1-4 on the oppo- 
site brake. 

On a few cars, the rear drum 
brakes are adjusted by a toothed 
or notched nut inside the drum. 
For these, follow steps 1 and 2, 
then remove the plastic or rubber 
plug in the backplate or drum, 
rT bape 
3 Push a screwdriver blade 
through the access hole and 
against the edges of the nut to 
rotate it (see below, left). Then 
turning the wheel. If the linings do 
not begin to rub the drum, turn the 
nut in the opposite direction until 
they do. Then turn the adjuster in 
the opposite direction until the 
wheel rotates freely. (A small 
amount of rubbing contact is 
permissible.) Repeat this opera- 
tion on the other adjuster. 

4 Press the brake pedal to cen- 
tralise the shoes. 

5 After brake adjustment, lower 
the car and check the action of the 
brake pedal before driving the car 
on to the road. 


Handbrakes 
All handbrake linkages have 
adjusters to take up cable stretch 
and slight wear in the joints. 
The rule to observe when 
adjusting the linkage is that it 
must always be slightly slack 
when the brake is fully off. If any 
tension is present when the hand- 
brake is released, the brake shoes 
or disc pads will be prevented 
from returning fully to the off pos- 
ition. It can also cause overheat- 
ing or overlong pedal travel, and 
self-adjusting brakes that are trig- 
gered by the handbrake cannot 
adjust themselves if an overtight 
linkage prevents them from 
returning fully to the off position. 


Top: the adjuster is usually a single 
nut located on the backplate. Clean it 
and (above) turn it clockwise until the 
linings drag on the drum. Then press 
the brake pedal, tighten again, and 
slacken until the wheel spins freely. 


Guinson's 


Only £4.80 


Most handbrakes have a single 
adjuster and a mechanism appor- 
tioning the braking effort equally 
between both wheels, but a few 
have two separate cables — one 
to each wheel — and these have 
two adjusters. 

To set up the single adjuster 
types. 9 
1 Adjust the brake shoes (as 
before). 


2 Chock the front wheels, raise 
the back of the car and support it 
on axle stands. 
3 Ensure that the handbrake is 
fully off, and then work all the 
joints in the linkage to check that 
they move freely. Use penetrat- 
ing oil to loosen any stiffness. 
4 Loosen the adjuster’s locknut 
and turn the adjusting nut to take 
up some of the cable’s slack. 
5 Relock the adjuster and check 
that there is still some slack in the 
linkage. 
6 Test the handbrake. It should 
apply the brakes well before it 
reaches the end of its travel. If it 
does not, the linkage is worn and 
should be checked by a garage. 
7 Lower the car to the ground. 
Some linkages have one cable 
to each back wheel and two adjus- 
ters, usually at the handbrake 
lever, so it’s important that the 
braking effort is equally divided. 
To achieve this, first follow steps 
1 to 3; then =< ; 
4 With the handbrake fully off, 
hold the threaded adjuster rod on 
its hexagonal section with a small 
spanner. 
5 Rotate clockwise the adjusting 
nut at the end of the threaded sec- 
tion to tighten the cable, counting 
the number of turns. Check from 
under the car that the cable is still 
slightly slack before continuing. 
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Bleed, no sweat, no tears( 


BLEEDING YOUR BRAKES? Nothing to it. Just undo the bleed 
nipple at the backplate or the caliper, have someone push gently 
on the brake pedal, watch until the fluid ejected is free from 
bubbles and new fluid is coming through, connect up the pipe 
again, and top up the reservoir. That’s not the whole story, of 
course, but it’s the basic idea. Where’s the problem? 

The problem is finding a neighbour, a friend, a relative — 
even a wife — to sit there while you undo nuts. . . and shout at 
_ them for pressing (or not) on the brake pedal. If only you could 
do the job on your own... 

Well, you can — with Eezibleed. This ingenious device, 
_ which carries the AA Seal of Approval, enables you to do the 
job single-handed in minutes, eliminates the business of pedal- 
_ pumping, and ensures that all air, dirt and moisture are expelled 
from the system. How? The secret is a special fluid container 
connected by pipes between your car’s brake-fluid reservoir 
and a pressure source — your spare tyre. All you have to do is 
_ operate each bleed valve like a tap until the clean fluid appears. 
(Bothered about deflating the tyre? You'll use less than psi.) 

__ And prRive can make it even easier. Simply complete the 
_ coupon on the right, and Gunson’s Eezibleed is yours for only 
£4.80 — that’s £1.53 off the maker’s recommended price. And 
-an essential task need never again be a chore. 
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neath the car. Top right and above: 


6 Repeat the above procedure on 
the other cable, rotating the 
adjusting nut clockwise the same 
number of turns. 

7 Lightly apply the handbrake. 
8 Rotate one road wheel and note 
the drag on it. Rotate the opposite 
wheel in the same direction. The 
drag should be the same. If it is 
not, loosen the adjusting nut on 
the cable to the tighter wheel until 
the drag on both wheels is equal. 
9 Check that the handbrake 
applies the brakes well before the 
end of its travel, and that the cable 
is slightly slack when the hand- 
brake is off. Ifit is not, let a garage 
check the linkage for wear. 

10 Lower the car to the ground. 


Based on the new AA/Marks and 
Spencer book ‘Car Care’ — 224 
fully illustrated colour pages 
explaining how a car works, and 
what to do when it doesn’t. Price 


£3.50. cesses 


Top left: the single-adjuster type of 
handbrake must be worked on under- 


the twin-adjuster type is easily 
reached by the lever. Left: equalise 
the brake drag on both rear wheels. 
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DRIVE Eezibleed Offer 
NB Don't want to cut the coupon and spoil DRIVE? If you don't, please print a// the same details 
in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard. Offer available only to readers in Gt 
Britain and N Ireland, closes 30 June 1980 


; Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address | 


| Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member’ 


| 

/ 

| 

| PBM 989 | 
| | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


| Please send me___ Eezibleed kit(s) ref 74434 at £4.80 each 
| | enclose my cheque/postal order, payable to the AA, for £ 
| To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50 
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THE CLAM CARRIER. 


Secure, safe and ae PD 


Ls 


The new weatherproof Clam 
Carrier —a fully enclosed roof- 


top carrier to keep your 
equipment safe and dry 
giving /5 cubic feet of space 
for all those extras! 


The Clam Carrier enna \/ / 
from rugged glass fibre, features 
twin heavy-duty lockable clasps, 
and all round rubber edge protectors. And is 
aerodynamically designed to reduce drag! 


The sturdy metal frame is adjustable for universal 
fitting, and doubles as a dinghy rack. 

The Clam Carrier in two tone grey is now 
available direct from the manufacturer for only £98.00 
+ VAT (including package and delivery to British main- 
land addresses). Size 5I'x 44'x 123/' 


Fa?) Wai (Ry PA Be ee ee Eee eee eee eee 
To order your Clam Carrier return coupon or telephone us with your 
Access/Barclaycard No. and address. Please allow 2 weeks for delivery. 


509/88047 |) = 
Telephone: 0509/880471 aan 9 


RIK RAD 
NAME 


CAR MAKE 


ADDRESS 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


ODEL YEAR 


I enclose cheque/postal order (delete as necessary) for £98.00 (+ VAT 
£14.70), payable to Hunting Industrial Plastics Limited 

Hunting Industrial Plastics Ltd., Wymeswold Aerodrome, Burton on the 
Wolds, Nr Loughborough, Leicestershire. Tel ephone: 0509/880471. 
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GO GUIDED! 
With the 1980 edition of 


AA Guesthouses, Farmhouses 


and Inns 


in Europe 
Available now, price £2.95 


From all good bookshops 
and AA Service Centres 
(or telephone mail order) 


YS 


(STD 0256) 62989 


sil 


Select your own ride characteristics with Woodhead Heavy 
Duty Adjustable Shock Absorbers. Easy to adjust and install, 


Any problems? Whether they 

are technical, insurance or 

legal, DRIVE’s experts can help. 

Write to: Clinic, AA, Fanum 

House, Basingstoke, Hamp- 
shire RG21 2EA 


Group rates 
Having read the car insurance 
ratings in DRIVE’s Used Car 
Price Guide, | am wondering 
why my insurance has gone up. 
When | changed from a Morris 
Marina 1.8 to a late-1979 Austin 
Maxi 1750HL, | had to pay a 
higher premium for the 
privilege, but you quote a 
Group 3 rating for both cars. 
Who is right, DRIVE or my insur- 
ance company? — J WALKER, 
BRADFORD 
DRIVE is — but your insurance 
company isn't the only one to 
get the Maxi muddled. Prior to 
April 1979, the HL was a twin- 
carburettor (91bhp) model, and 
was therefore given a Group 4 
rating. ButHL models built after 
this date were fitted with a 
single-carburettor (72bhp) 
engine, which dropped the 
insurance rating to Group 3. 
(The HLS was given the twin- 
carb engine and consequently a 
Group 4 rating.) 
Discrepancies and confusion 
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over ratings such as yours have 
arisen. because it seems that 
quite a few insurance com- 
panies were unaware of the 
changes that BL made to the 
Maxi, and they continued to 
charge single-carb owners 
twin-carb premiums. 


Wife uncovered 

| Know that my insurance policy 
covers me to drive other peo- 
ple’s cars, but does the same 
cover also apply to my wife, who 
is anamed driver on my policy? 
— L WILSON, POOLE 

No. This section of your private 
car policy gives only you, as 
policyholder, third-party cover 
when you are driving a vehicle 
that’s not owned by or hired to 
you under a hire purchase 
agreement. 


Hard life 

| drive a 1974 Mini issued by the 
Ministry of War Pensions, and it 
has covered 29,000 miles — 
90% of which have been short- 
distance trips of ¥2-1¥2 miles. 
Because | cannot afford a major 
overhaul, it is now beginning to 
let me down, but the Depart- 
ment of Health and Social Sec- 
urity says that it should not 
need overhauling at such a low 
mileage. Can you give me an 
estimate of the wear you think 
the car has had? | think that it 
must be the equivalent of 
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80,000 miles in view of the sort 
of life it has led. — WJ CHAPMAN, 
BRENTWOOD 

Sorry, but without examining 
the car we can't be specific. 
However, as you Say, running a 
car on short journeys does 
increase wear on such compo- 
nents as brakes and clutch, and 
can also result in poor perfor- 
mance because the choke is 
used more frequently and the 
engine has little chance to 
reach its normal operating 
temperature. 

Your best course of action 
lies with the maker's require- 
ment that your Mini be serviced 
at six-monthly and 12-monthly 
intervals, with the recommen- 
dation that owners ‘report any 
additional work required’. Bear- 
ing this in mind, an Austin- 
Morris dealer could help you by 
reporting on components that 
are worn or have failed 
due to their operating condi- 
tions. Such expert opinion 
might help you in any dis- 
agreements with the DHSS. 


Blow-out means run-in | 
Is it necessary to ‘run-in’ a car 
tyre after having had a puncture 
repaired ? N P CADAGQAN, 
STONE 
If you're referring to a puncture 
repair on an old tyre —one that 
has run several thousand miles 
— itis necessary to drive stead- 


ily for only 10-15 miles at speeds 
not exceeding 50-60mph_ to 
make sure that the repair is 
effective. 

New tyres should be run-in 
for 50 miles at speeds not in 
excess of 50mph. Speed should 
then be increased gradually up 
to the legal maximum for the 
next 450 miles; at 500 miles, it is 
advisable to have the wheels 
rebalanced. 


Don’t faucet 
Your Save. lt. advice 
(November-December 1979) 
regarding the use of distilled or 
de-ionised water in a battery is 
something that | have never fol- 
lowed. | have always used tap 
water — and even river- and 
well-water — for topping-up. 
My much-abused battery is 
now nearing its eighth birthday, 
and has never been in the 
clutches of a battery charger. 
Have | just been lucky, or is vari- 
ety its spark of life? — @o 
JONES, MANLEY 
Yes, you have beenvery lucky. It 
is rare for a battery to /ast for so 
long even when given tender 
loving care; four or five years is 
about normal. The fact that 
yours contains all sorts of dis- 
solved solids, such as lime, and 
is still going strong must be 
something of a record. Using 
the wrong sort of water leads to 
self-discharging; this means 


How to gain up 


___ indifference between Ordinary‘and Dealers’ 
top Book price condition for 3yr. old carontrade-in 


Whilst still enjoying lively car in remarkable trim 


Only a thoroughly rust proofed car that's meant to stay 
rustfree no matter what, stands to gain between £400 and 
£600 MORE for ‘top end’ book price on trade-in. So it pays to 
| OYL 
DEFINITELY KILLS OFF RUST. (Only rust proofer, that does 
according to tests by one of world’s biggest oil companies. ) 
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OIL COMPANIES says: 
“Of all rustproofers 
tested, ONLY WAXOYL 
KILLS existing rust” 
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for brine 
circulation — 


Rust Gnaws Upwards. Finnigan's found erosion spores at 
every assembly stage in stripped down new and used cars. 
Rust gnaws upwards. Surface ‘bubbles’ defy scraping, 
overpainting. MORE of the infernal stuff lurks UNDERneath! 
Waxoyl Spray plan covers every underbody rust trap, every 
rust menace of road and weather. Because you do-it-yourself 
and it’s your car, it'll be yet another THOROUGH Waxoyl 


Powerful airless spray 
up to 8ft.long feeds 


tustproofing job. At one Tenth of professional 
£85+VAT aaa for labour) Get Waxoyl now 


rake cables, Inherent lubricant is no bad thing 
resilience, and shock absorbers. Helps revive ' tired 


ride pleasure, rebuild road worthiness. 
Out lasts engine life. 
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Old Car? New Vigour! If there's metal to protect, Waxoy! will 
Pee it, eg., load-bearing chassis members, old points, 

or suspension 
* electri- 
cal insulation. Spray plugs, distributor, battery terminals, for 
easy wet weather starting, save fuel. Helps recapture smooth 
ne spraying does it! 


Year After Year Protection Ignore eat alt grit, Sieh, ba 
ions. Be indiffer- 


} y, Summer days’ condensation rust moisture 
dripping onto raw metal edges within box sections, sills, door 
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Condition 
ALL WAXOYL PROOFED ae 


RUST FREE 


Easy and Funtodo! 


that if the battery is left standing 
for a week it will go flat. 

Part of your success may be 
that you live in an area where 
the tapwater is compatible with 
your battery’s needs, and that 
the battery is a large-capacity 
one that has never had to work 
too hard. 


Making light of it 

| intend to build a camping 
trailer, but am uncertain about 
the legal requirements for light- 
ing — particularly for the fitting 
of high-intensity rear lamps, 
which | believe are now com- 
pulsory. — N SOPER, BATH 

A trailer built after 1 October 
1979, and which is used on the 
road after 1 April 1980, must be 
fitted with at least one approved 
high-intensity rear foglamp; but 
if itis towed by an older car (pre 
1 October 1979), the foglamps 
need not work. When an older 


Check with trade-in prices 


TRIAL OFFER: 500ml (.88 pt.) TIN for your trigger 
oil can test, behind chrome strips or brush-on 
door edges, free brake linkages etc., Watch 
Waxoyl ‘chase’ water off simple metal strip. 
Quite amazing! Send £1.02. P/Pk 62p. 
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‘SUPER 
JUMBO’ 


COMBINE with oxygen and water, some rival rustproofers disintegrate. Swiss 
axoyl) ‘“Metal unchanged.” This is music to Finnigans 
Waxoyl ain that marvellous ‘Book’ price 


Gov't tests report: 
Good news for you! Get 
BONUS on trade-in! 
Why Big World Users Trust Waxoyl 

‘Most satisfactory” says Chrysler Centre, Basle 


to be sure. 


Number plate lamp 


overall width 


to £600 Bonu 


listed in MOTOR, WHAT CAR?’ ETC. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 


works FOUR times 
faster than any 
other trigger operated 
design. Feeds direct from 
Waxoyl can. Pull trigger 
to load. Let fly! 

JUMBO’ No mess. No waste. 


“No sign of corrosion on ‘72 
car. Does inhibit existing rust’ (Veteran Motorists Mag) ‘Fantastic’ says 
Citroen Car Club. ‘Coating still intact in corrosive sea air’ NSW Australia 


trailer is towed behind a newer 
car, foglamps do not have to be 
fitted to the trailer. 

If your trailer is more than 4ft 
3in (1.3m) wide, it must be fitted 
with at least one foglamp, and if 
you intend to fit two lamps they 
must be an exact pair, 
positioned symmetrically. Posi- 
tion the lamp(s) as shown in the 
illustration: not less than 9.84in 
(250mm) from the ground, and 
at least 3.94in (100mm) from the 
trailer's brakelamps. 

Foglamps may be switched 
on only during poor visibility, 
such as fog and falling snow. 
Wire them through the number 
2 pin on the trailer’s electrical 
socket (blue cable) so that they 
can be worked independently 
of the trailer’s other lamps, and 
make sure that their switch has 
an indicator lamp visible on the 
facia to show when the fog- 
lamps are on. 
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with FINNIGAN’S fast Working 
New, Adjustable Spray, Trigger 


operated ‘SUPER JUMBO’ 
Applicator 


FINNIGANS LTD (DRW) 
Eltringham Wks. PRUDHOE. 
Northumberland, Ph. 0661-32411 
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seal off locked-in molecules. Link, chain-like into continuous flexible, water 
repellant skin Waxoyl! never stops working! Re-knits if punctured by flying grit 
etc., Ceaseless activating molecules in Waxoyl skin creep across exposed metal. 
Torn edges merge, hold “‘proud car owner’’ condition 

Salt & Water Spray Tests Independent tests by the score sorts out rustproofers 
like nothing else. Swiss Govt's test, again in corrosive (40°C) atmospheres, and 
five minute salt sprays every hour until metal breaks down. Because they 


© Despatch usually per return. Finnigan’s Ltd. (QO RW) Prudhoe NE42 6LP Ph. 0661 32411 


“One of cheapest, effective ways to protect car” whoa Mag) ‘9 yr old Volvo 
looks less than half its age" ‘Clean, easy application. No after cleaning’ 
Swiss Auto Racing A.G.) “On marine diesel oll tanks, bagel excellent 
Westerly Marine Perismiouth) “Excellent Part ex after 15 months. Car abso- 
utely rust free. No garage” (Llandudno, 

Order direct. Please add £1.50 carr. on any size order except small items 
(postage shown). SMALL CAR: 5 Litre (1.1 gal.) £5.95 BIG CAR: 10 Litre (2.2 { 
gal.) £10.95, 20 litre (4.4 gal.) Drum £19.50. 60 Litre £55.60. 45 gal. £180. 
‘JUMBO’ £3.73 add 30p. 70z. Waxoy! Aerosol £1.14p/pk. 30p. 
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erials 
de-mistified 


THERE IS SOMETHING about tele- 
scopic car-radio aerials that 
makes vandals home-in on 
them, judging by tne numbers 
that are bent or snapped off. 

One way to foil such damage 
is to take the aerial inside the 
car, and the experts have not 
been slow to invent some help- 
ful gadgets. The cheapest is 
probably a metallic strip that’s 
stuck to the front or rear win- 
dow; others include special 
wing-mirror aerials, and a 
device that enables the rear 
window's heating element to be 
used as an aerial. 

This last device, the Bi-Fi, is 
well engineered, well designed 
and, at about £14, well 


expensive. But it is a cut above 
its stick-on-screen rivals. 

A quick way of testing this 
device would have been to fit it 


Existing Power Pe es 
Lead is dg 
Disconnected and | 
Reconnectedto | 

Red wire on the | 


Bi-Fi. —~> | 


to a car and simply listen to the 
various wavebands. DRIVE’S 
electronics expert, however, 
doesn’t always believe his ears, 
and he preferred to measure the 
Bi-Fi’s efficiency more accu- 
rately by rotating the vehicle in 
the field of Known broadcast- 
strength radio stations. (Bud- 
ding Einsteins might like to 
know that field strength meas- 
urements were carried out 
using a heterodyne voltmeter). 


After its installation, following 
the manufacturer’s instruc- 
tions, the Bi-Fi got a mixed 
reception. It performed better 
than a telescopic aerial in 
long- and medium-wave recep- 
tion, but was worse at FM 
reception — at least that’s the 
result obtained with an Austin 
Princess. We’d expect this to 
be a general rule, but some 
variations may occur because 
of the different rear screen 
heaters. 

We also found that the Bi- 
Fi’s performance was gov- 
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Aerial extension lead 
to radio, 


Fixing bracket screwed 
to metalwork of car 


Existing power lead. 
This was originally connected to one 
side of the rear window heater 
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EARTH 


Loop wire cut to 
size and connected 
to window heater. 
Loop wires must not 
run close to 

feed wire. 


Red feed wire. 


erned by the standard of its fit- 


ting, so some well-intentioned 


DIY electricians may bite off 
more than they can chew. 

On the plus side, the Bi-Fi 
cannot be attacked by rust, 
hooligans or carwashes, so 
you could save money in the 
long term. 


On the rack 


WHAT DO You look for when you 
buy a roofrack? Price is obvi- 
ously a major factor, but if 
cheap equates to nasty then it 
isn’t much of a bargain. 

DRIVE examined six roofracks 
as part of our new-style 
accessory-testing programme, 
and devised a method of weed- 
ing out the weaklings. 

The racks selected were: the 
Fapa Unibag 10520, £17; the 
Freeline K850, £21, and TR4, 
£42 (both having the AA’s Seal 
of Approval); and three ‘rom 
Desmo — the Accordian, £21; 
the 4000, £24; and 4320, £22. 

Our main requirement was 
that they should be capable of 
withstanding the stress and 
strain of a crash stop, so we 
applied forces similar to those 
present in normal use. 

Each rack was attached to the 
roof of a Ford Escort and 
loaded with a box weighing 
150Ib. Using a winch and spring 
weight balance, each rack was 
then subjected to pressure 
equivalent to a 2g deceleration 
— a normal emergency stop 
exerts forces close to 1g. The 
load was applied and released 
in 20Ib increments to establish 


the rack’s deformation pattern. 
All the racks passed this test, 
and so are safe in normal use. 

While the general quality of 
plating and finish was accept- 
able, the black Unibag had 
started to rust and was losing its 
initially smart appearance. A 
box spanner was thoughtfully 
supplied with the Unibag to 
tighten its 10mm bolts. Unfor- 
tunately, it was totally inadequ- 
ate for the job, and actually 
failed before we had assembled 
the rack. 

Due to the number of parts 
involved, the two Freeline racks 
took longer to assemble. 

The Desmo Accordian is sup- 
plied ready-assembled. It is 
extended and clamped prior to 
fitting on the car, and may be 
compressed after use for easy 
stowage. 

Assembly of the Desmo 4000 
was Straightforward, with the 
legs attaching by clamps that 
use four screws each; but our 
tester had some trouble clamp- 
ing the rack to the roof channel 
as the screws used are too short 
to make engagement easy. 


All the racks were capable of 
doing a useful job, so which 
was the best of the bunch? © 
Well, we’ll play the Accordian 
— even though it is pricey. We 
liked it simply because it could 
be folded up, making it easy to 
store in the garage, and 
because its size could be 
altered to suit different cars. It 
was very well made, and 
impressed our expert as ‘a 
nice, heavy job’. 


CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


Old 
cars for 
new 


THE NEW Car looked as good as 
its advertisement as it gleamed 
in the subtly lit showroom. The 
dealer seemed to have done his 
pre-delivery checks scrupul- 
ously before handing it over to 
young Martin Woodley. 

It wasn't until the 30-year-old 
interior designer went out to 
polish his pride and joy that he 
noticed the paintwork on the 
boot. At first he thought it was 


38 


just a trick of the light, but the 
boot was definitely a different 
tone of blue from the paint on 
the rest of the car. 

He asked his neighbour for a 
second opinion. ‘You've been 
had, was the reply. ‘Metallic 
paint like yours is tricky to 
match — the boot lid has obvi- 
ously been damaged, beaten 
out and resprayed. Almost 
wishing he'd never asked, Mar- 
tin stormed back to the dealer 
to complain. 

‘Damaged? It’s news to me,’ 
was the cool reply. ‘Anyway, 
what are you complaining 
about — the car looks fine, and 
you did accept it.’ 

‘That's not the point,’ pro- 
tested Martin. ‘| paid good 
money for a new car, and this 
one has been damaged.’ 

Stalemate? 

The reaction of most con- 
sumers in Martin’s situation is 
the same — that a new car 
should be in pristine condition 
when it leaves the production 
line and should stay that way 
until it reaches the buyer. 

Unfortunately, the courts 


look at it differently. When a 
dealer and a manufacturer were 
both prosecuted under the 
Trade Descriptions Act for sel- 
ling a damaged and repaired 
‘new’ car, it was accepted that 
accidents will happen — in the 
factory itself, on the transpor- 
ter, at the docks, or anywhere 
else in the supply chain. 

The vital question, said the 
court, was not whether the car 
had been damaged and 
repaired, but the extent of the 
damage and the quality of the 
repair. In other words, if the 
damage is repaired so that the 
car is ‘as good as new’, then it 
can be put on the market as a 
new car. Obviously, a stage can 
be reached where the damage 
is so extensive that acar cannot 
be made ‘as good as new’, but 
this stage will vary in every case. 
It is also important that repairs 
are done not simply to hide the 
damage but genuinely to restore 
the car to ‘as new’ condition. 

The last point is, of course, 
important not only to new-car 
buyers but also to secondhand 
bargain hunters. If, forexample, 


clever repairs have been done 
to hide extensive corrosion, it 
may be said that the car is tel- 
ling a lie about itself. Even if the 
seller said nothing, an offence 
may be committed under the 
Trade Descriptions Act. 
Martin's best course of action 
is to get the view of an expert as 
to whether the repairs to his car 


‘have been properly done. If it is 


deemed ihat the car is not in 
fact ‘as good as new’, then he 
has two possible courses of 
legal action: he can complain to 
his local trading-standards 
officer, who has the responsibil- 
ity of enforcing the Trade 
Descriptions Act, or he can take 
action against the dealer him- 
self for breach of the contract of 
sale, as the car should have met 
the description applied to it. 
However, legal action isn't 
always the best way to deal with 
problems, and Martin may get 
results without such expense if 
he simply talks to the dealer 
about having the repairs done 
again. He shouldn't be in too 
much of a hurry to put the boot 
in! ANTHEA WORSDALL 
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The Volkswagen that used to put 
a gleam in the eye of enthusiasts 
was the sleek Scirocco GLS, with 
its 85bhp, 1600cc engine; now, 
that has been eclipsed by the 
fuel-injected 110bhp GLi. But, 
for £1545 less, you can enjoy the 
delights of 110bhp motoring in the 
Golf GTi. This tees-off for 1980 
with a new five-speed gearbox, 
alloy wheels and enough suspen- 
sion and trim modifications to 
make it look and feel a real family 
tearaway. DRIVE went looking for 
the handicap... 


How it goes 

VW Audi’s 1600cc power unit is 
one of the best engine designs of 
the 1970s. It has spawned a vari- 
ety of sizes and applications, from 
the trend-setting diesel of the 
Golf LD to the smooth, economi- 
cal 8Sbhp version used in the 
Audi 80, Passat and Scirocco. 
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And now, to cap the lot, this 
high-compression fuel-injected 
version, with bowl-in-piston 
combustion chambers, bigger 
valves and improved oil flow, has 
a quoted power output of 110bhp, 
yet remains as well-mannered as 
ever. 

To anyone unfamiliar with the 
engine, its twin qualities of brute 
power with decorum must seem 
astonishing. Its response to ‘boot- 
ing’ the accelerator in fourth gear 
at 30mph is as eager as it is 
smooth, sweeping up to SOmph in 
under 7sec and dashing gleefully 
on to 70mph in little more than 
twice this time. Admittedly, the 
higher fifth gear has compromised 
low-speed pulling power; com- 
pared with a four-gear Scirocco 


GLS, our speed-range times in 
top are a trifle slower. Note also 
that maximum torque is 
developed rather late at 5000rpm, 
though the engine will amble 
along well, accepting 35mph 
cruising in fifth without a murmur 
of protest. 

The precise five-speed box 
positively invites use, and the 
GTi responds like the proverbial 
rocket. With this excellent shift, 
the only feature that has to be 
mastered is its very short travel 
across the gate. Once learned, it’s 
a friendly and foolproof set-up 
that makes changes between third 
and fifth especially easy. We all 
took to the golfball gearknob, too, 
finding it comfortable to grasp. 

So much power has to be tamed 


” CAR TEST 


Celebrity Golf tops ratings 


by a well-tuned suspension — 
especially on a front-wheel-drive 
car. Again, VW has done such a 
thorough job that the only prob- 
lems to beset the GTi’s lowered, 
stiffer set-up are its restricted 
ground clearance and the inevit- 
able front-wheel scrabble when 
too much power is applied while 
moving away from rest. 

None of this will surprise the 
enthusiasts at whom the GTi is 
aimed. It is a specialist car that 
makes some sacrifices in the 
usual VW failsafe design to 
achieve taut and sporty handling. 
We examine these limitations 
later; but for the real driver- 
enthusiast, the GTi’s cornering 
power, steering precision and 
acceleration will be more than 
ample compensation. 

The GTi sits on fat HR (high 
speed) radials, and most of the 
time it corners as if on rails. Its 
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steering is never heavy, can be 
judged to the inch, and has a use- 
ful degree of ‘road feel’. On most 
roads, wet or dry, and at sensible 
speeds, the GTi goes just where 
you point it. 

At speed on the test track, we 
found that the car eventually 
began to run wide of its intended 
course — but at speeds far higher 
than most ordinary saloons could 
attain. Once at this point of 
understeer, easing off the throttle 
|makes the tail swing out in a 
determined fashion that demands 
swift opposite-lock steering cor- 
rection. It’s this kind of handling 
that the experienced may relish, 
but the less-knowledgeable may 
have cause to regret. However, 
all this happens only at cornering 
speeds that are prohibited on Bri- 
tain’s roads. 

With such cornering ability, the 
| excellent location and support 
provided by the GTi’s front seats 
are much appreciated. Their 
prominent side pads can make life 
| uncomfortable as you ease into 
the car, but they prove comfort- 
ing for long, fast drives. Driver 
| legroom is generous, though the 
current Golf’s accelerator is set 
rather high for our liking; some 
people might also find the gap 
between the driver’s seat cushion 
and wheelrim too tight. 

The customary Golf GLS 
instrument pack is used in the 
GTi, with its accurate tachometer 
and clearly calibrated speedome- 
ter. The main objections to this 
layout are that, how ever you sit, 
some of the scattered warning 
lamps are bound to be obscured 
by the wheel. Minor switches also 
confuse by rocking in different 
directions; and two extra dials on 
the centre console — a reliable 
| quartz clock and an oil- 
temperature gauge (though it 
doesn’t actually say so) are easy 
| to miss. A worthwhile feature is 
| the red warning lamp inset on the 
coolant-temperature gauge: it will 
light up if things get too hot 
underbonnet, and it flashes three 
times every time you start up — 
just to confirm that it’s ready for 
action. 


How comfortable 
For a car that is not primarily 
designed for comfort, it’s a pleas- 
ant surprise to discover how 
compliant the GTi’s ride can be. 
Sharp dips and potholes jolt 
occupants in no uncertain fash- 
ion, but, on the most uneven of 
surfaces and at high speeds, the 
springing smoothes the way well. 
Most of the time, the GTi feels 
less flurried than a VW Polo or 
Passat, which confirms our belief 
that the Golf’s build is superior to 
other VWs’ — especially as it no 
longer squeaks or rattles. Road 
noise remains obtrusive on coarse 
surfaces, but wind sealing is 
excellent, even though we found 


it easier to shut the doors with all 
the windows closed than on pre- 
vious airtight Golfs. 

Mechanically, the GTi’s 
most-controversial characteristic 
is the exhaust boom that intrudes 
at 65-7Smph. The throaty roar 
emitted when accelerating hard 
through the gears is something 
that DRIVE would be happy to live 
with; but the racket while cruising 
is unpleasant and tiresome, even 
for so extrovert a car. Every- 
thing’s muted again at an illegal 
77-80mph, and, on unrestricted 
German autobahns, this would be 
its optimum cruising speed. 

In more-mundane use, the 
GTi’s tractability is enhanced by 
fourth gear’s ability to pull from 
below 20mph. The car’s starting 
is always first-time, and it idles at 
a brisk but reliable 1000rpm. 

The special front seats treat 
passengers’ legs to the same 
generous space that they enjoy in 
the bread-and-butter Golfs, with 
reasonable side support, too, and 
scooped-out armrests. The lug- 
gage space behind is deep and 
neatly trimmed — plenty of room 
for the family dog — but the usual 
problems of the prominent sill and 
the spare wheel stowed beneath 
the suitcase remain. Oddments 
stowage is only just adequate. 

We regret that VW _ has 
switched to the Polo’s heater for 
the Golf, for ventilation was 
much better on the pre-1977 cars. 
In the GTi, things can get stuffy 
in winter and plain uncomfortable 
in mid-summer. The heater does 
its job well, but now that the 
Polo’s ventilation is so much 
improved, the Golf is lagging 
behind. 


How strong 
Some sporting hybrids rust as 
quickly as they accelerate, but, 
with 3million Golfs to its cre- 
dit, VW _ shows that practice 
makes perfect: this GTi’s con- 
struction and finish is as good as 
any car’s at the price. Its under- 
body protection is virtually 
beyond criticism, with pve and 
petroleum wax covering every- 
thing, including those areas often 
missed on rival makes, such as 
wheelarch lips and the inner faces 
of bumper stone-guards. The only 
potential starting points for rust 
are beneath the plastic wheelarch 
spats (which prevent stone chip- 
ping) and around the door edges, 
where ‘kiss-fit? seams can _ har- 
bour moisture. We approve of the 
new pvc strip round the tail- 
gate’s edge, the tough plastic 
bumpers, and the fact that there’s 
almost no brightwork to tarnish. 
The inherently reliable engine 
seems capable of meeting the 
GTi’s greater demands — after 
all, its block was designed to 
withstand the rigours of diesel 
power, too. Despite its high rev- 
ving capability (there’s an ignition 
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cut-out at 6900rpm), ordinary 
contact-point ignition is retained. 

If you have to valet the GTi (as 
we do every test car), its pile car- 
pets prove harder to clean than 
the cord used on L versions: they 
have to be vacuumed. The seats’ 
fabric, however, couldn’t be 
easier to care for. Outside, the 
waist-mouldings harbour water 
and complicate leathering-off, but 
the paint finish is a delight. 


How safe 

Special ventilated front discs and 
wide radials promised more than 
the GTi’s brakes could deliver. In 
fact, the emergency stop wasn’t 
quite as good as the GLS’s that 
we tried last year, and a similar 
degree of fade occurred in the 
most-arduous braking conditions. 
What has improved is the sys- 
tem’s ‘feel’ in ordinary use — the 
pedal travel is not so unnervingly 
long, and it now has good pro- 
gression to an ideal pedal pres- 
sure for emergency stops. 

The GTi’s handling at the limit 
of its cornering is an acquired 
taste. With familiarity and a 
steady nerve, one learns that cut- 
ting the accelerator suddenly is 
not the thing to do. However, for 
the faint-hearted who can’t resist 
backing-off in mid-corner, the 
GTi could well prove too much of 
a good thing. 

Fortunately, injury padding is 
scrupulously fitted — only the 
areas behind the visors and the 
GTi’s less-padded steering wheel 
would worry us. The seatbelts’ 
centre clasps are now mounted on 
the front seats, so ensuring cor- 
rect positioning and easier fitting, 
although these buckleless belts 
still pull across the chest too insis- 
tently for some. 

Outside, the impact-resistant 
bumpers look excellent protec- 
tors for low-speed nudges, and, if 
the outer plastic cover gets dam- 
aged, VW will sell you just that at 
half the cost of the whole thing — 
see our spares table. The rear 
fog-lamp location on the bumper 
is a poor afterthought — it ought 
to be set into the rear cluster. 


How much 

We have yet to test a 1300cc Golf, 
but did obtain 36mpg from a 
Derby with the same engine and 
gearing. With 34mpg from an 
85bhp Scirocco, an average 
32Y%mpg seems fair for the fastest 
Golf of them all. 

However, our standard test 
cycles indicate that the GTi uses 
more fuel when one doesn’t 
exploit its performance potential. 
40mpg is possible in theory, but it 
would require massive self- 
discipline; whereas the slower 
Scirocco GLS will achieve it 
without trouble. 

Filling the tank to the brim is 
easy on this car, and, with its 
limited capacity, you need to 
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Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £52.06 (fitting Shr) 

exhaust £91.57 (1.2hr) 

headlamp unit (less bulb) £17.53 (0.3hr) 
front bumper £40.78 (0.3 hr) 

laminated windscreen £39.04 (0.4hr) 


oil filter and points £4.97 (0.3hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2%hr av) 


Insurance group 5 
Warranty 12 months; unlimited mileage on 
running gear; six year ‘rot-through’ anti-rust 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £368 

Capital interest £350 

New-cost inflation £499 

Total =£1217 (10.14p per mile) 

Running costs 

Petrol (£1.20gal) £443 

Insurance (av) £179 

Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £174 

Total running costs=£868 (7.23p per mile) 
Total ownership £2085 (17.37p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


VW Golf GTi 

VW Scirocco GLS 
Ford Capri 2000S 
Renault 5 Gordini 
Honda Prelude 


DRIVE March-April 1980 


ACCELERATION Times in sec 


)}MPH_ | THROUGH 
GEARS 


TOP SPEEDS 


max engine speed 
used 6500 rpm; 

max in top 5950 rpm; 
standing % mile 
17.4sec 


ENGINE 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY 
__ PRICE (£ CC 


5256 1588 
5852 1588 
4310 1993 
5053 1397 
5088 1602 


7 wl/ 


DRIVE March-April 1980 


IN TOP GEAR 


FUEL 
OVERALL 
MPG 


32V2 
34 
30% 
38 
36 


BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses 


Handbrake 339 
um (grad ent | 


= 


Best|eton 55% 


FUEL 4-star/98 octane min 
Consumption — normal range 
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% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 


38Ib at start; 38Ib in constant use; 50Ib in severe use 
Watersplash 44lb at first, 3 stops to recover 


MAXIMUM 30-70MPH 


SPEED 
MPH 


110 
104 


109 
108 
94 


13.6 


30-70MPH 
THROUGH IN TOP 
GEARS (SEC) _GEAR (SEC 
9.5 On 
11.1 IRE EVA 
EES 20.6 
10.5 23.7 


25.3 


BRAKES OVERALL 
BEST STOP LENGTH 
%q/\b FT/IN 
95/55 12’ 64%" 
92/50 1291, 
100/55 14’ 44%" 
100/50 aletey 


100/55 


13203 


100 


hard driving, heavy traffic 25Yempg 
short journey, Suburban 26mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 32mpg 
mixed roads — brisk, 50mph cruising 34mpg 
quiet rural — 40mph cruising 38mpg 
Typical mpg overall 32¥ampg 


Realistic tank range 
Consumption at steady speeds 


260 miles/8gal 


30mph 48¥empg 
56mph 37mpg 
70mph 32mpg 
max mph 22¥%ampg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


absorbing? No interior: well padded? Yes 


front seats: secure 


w/screen: laminated? Yes 


mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 


head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 


rear belts: fitted? No 


MAXIMUM TYPICAL 
LEGROOM LEGROOM 
FRONT (IN REAR (IN 


403% 383% 
41% 33 
41 36 
38 35% 
42 oo 


load sensitive? No 


STEERING 
TURNS/ 
CIRCLE (FT 


334/33 
3%4/33 
344/34 V2 
334/32%2 
3%4/33% 
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squeeze in as much as possible. 
VW has a tendency to add more 
and more warning lamps, but the 
one we would most appreciate 
would be for low fuel level. The 
locking plastic filler cap is pleas- 
ant to use, however. 

Underbonnet oil checks 
OSES ET A 1 a 
HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the VW Golf GTi, 
taking into consideration its rivals, 
its price and what kind of car 

it's meant to be 


Out of 10 
PERFORMANCE 
0000000080 
FUEL ECONOMY 
0000000 
HANDLING/STEERING 
SOCOG0G0 
COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@@9066 
INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
000000000 
PASSENGER AIDS 
2000008 
DRIVER AIDS 
BGOCRO 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
8000 

RUST RESISTANCE 
©00000000 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
600000600 
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revealed VW’s usual, negligible 
oil consumption. It also revealed 
the complex pipes, pumps and fil- 
ters of the Bosch fuel injection; 
though other routine maintenance 
items are still readily accessible 
— the filters, plugs and points 
especially so. The clutch still has 
to be adjusted manually, but it is 
the work of a minute or two. 
Valve adjustment with shims (due 
infrequently) and ignition timing 
demand special tools and meters, 
but, given these bits and pieces, 
any home mechanic can do his 
Own servicing. 

An encouraging point is that 
VW parts prices are not rising as 
fast as most; allowing for higher 


; 


All measurements in in 


ches 


ae 


Lies? 


overall width 5ft 4%in 
overall height 4ft 7in 


VAT, they seem little changed 
from two years ago. Overall run- 
ning costs are much the same as 
on a Renault 5 Gordini, and what 
the GTi loses in relative fuel 
costs, it makes up for in cheaper 
maintenance. 

Major servicing occurs only 
every 10,000 miles, but DIY 
types won’t get much help from 
the handbook. We think a car of 
this character deserves more ser- 
vice information — after all, it is 
aimed at enthusiasts. Tips on 
Wheel-changing procedure and 
bulb replacement are all the help 
you get. 

Bearing in mind its perfor- 
mance, the GTi’s insurance rat- 
ing could be worse, and deprecia- 
tion, based on our experience of 
the Scirocco, should be equally 
favourable. 


Verdict 
A hotted-up Golf with stiffened 
suspension, special trim and ‘five 
on the floor’ sounds marvellous for 
tearaways, but hardly the thing for 
family motorists. Yet the brilliance 
of this transformation is that the 
hairy GTi remains a svelte all- 
rounder. The ride may be harder 
around town and the exhaust 
louder on the motorway, but in 
other respects this Golf is as roomy 
and convenient as it always was. 
And, when it has off-loaded the 
kids at dancing school or the wash- 
ing machine at the repairer’s, a 
squeeze of the magic throttle can 
transform this maid-of-all-work 
into a right royal carriage — and 
the fastest in its class. It won’t turn 
into a pumpkin, either. 


ENGINE 

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 79.5mm 
bore x 80mm stroke= 1588cc; 5 main bear- 
ings; iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.5:1 

Valve gear overhead camshaft with buc- 
ket tappets (shim adjustment), driven by 
cogged belt 

Fuel system Bosch K Jetronic continu- 
ous fuel injection; 9gal tank — no reserve 
Max power (DIN-net) 110bhp at 
6100rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 103/b ft at 
5000rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch diaphragm spring, single dry 
plate, cable operated; pedal load/travel: 
27\b/5%2in 

Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.45:1, second 2.11:1, 
third 1.44:1, fourth 1.12:1, top 0.91:1, 
reverse 3.17:1 

Final drive helical spur gears, 3.89:1 to 
front wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 18.5 in top gear 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — front: independent Mac- 
Pherson damper/struts with integral coil 
springs, lower wishbones and anti-roll bar 
rear: torsion beam axle, interconnecting 
trailing arms, coil springs, anti-roll bar 
Dampers Bilstein gas-filled all round 
Steering rack and pinion, 3% turns bet- 
ween full locks; turning circles average 
33ft between kerbs, with 61ft in response to 
one turn of the wheel 

Wheels 5%2J alloy with 175/70HRi3 
radial-ply tyres (Continental TS on test car) 
Brakes ventilated discs front, self adjust- 
ing drums rear, with vacuum servo, line 
failure warning lamp 
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Motoring on the Continent? 


We'll guide you on the 


right roa 
and to 
the best 


pleasure-full as possible. 


The AA Concise 
Road Book of Europe 
Ref. No. 45191 


£7-95 


or 5 payments 
of £1.59 POST FREE 


Telephone Orders 


Save Time! 


Why not telephone your order 
Call Basingstoke (STD 0256) 
62989. 


Give us your name address 
and Membership Number from 
your certificate — and we'll 

do the rest. No confirmation 

is necessary, and your full 
Membership Number still 
assures you of your Member's 
£150 credit limit. 


hotels and | 


10 
from the AA— all the maps, with e 
to read scales, all the facts that yo 
need when you travel in Europe, are 
covered by this concise iravel gu 
European route planning, tourihe and 
trailer facilities, camping and caravanning 
regulations, equipping the car for 
emergencies, passports, visas, in fact all 
relevant up-to-the minute information that yo 
have come to expect from the AA. Our guide ha 
346 pages packed with information which will 
make your next European car trip as trouble-free and 


ide. 


EXCLUSIVE 
CONTINUITY FLAP. 


Just one of the exciting 
features — eliminates 
the problem of ‘bridging 
the gap’ between pages — 
on the other side of the 
flap is a commentary, 
packed with information 
on the facing map. 


Where to stay 
and where to eat — 
The World famous MICHELIN 
RED GUIDES. The latest editions 
of these indispensible quides 
that guarantee satisfaction in 
quality and service for the 


ps ee eee eee traveller in Europe. 
P d STAMP NEEDED — t 
AA Mail Order Dept. FREEPOST P.O. Box 50 Basingstoke Hants RG21 2BR ERS No. 66235 
A Name GERMANY Ref. No. 66280 
Price £5.95 
f Address ITALY Ref. No. 66316 
Price £5.15 
q SACRESED, SPAIN/PORTUGAL Ref. No. 66374 
Enter your Membership No. here if applicable Price £4.50 
i 1 Al 002 i BENELUX Ref. No. 66086 
Price £4.50 
Description of items required . No. : ALL POST FREE 


* REMEMBER 


another AA service 
to make your going 
easier — Michelin 


| For office use only Maps and Guides, 
F Benn Blue Guides and 
E Signed (1 am over 18) Date Berlitz phrase books 

(orders without signature cannot be accepted) and guides are all 

The AA confirms that, subject to changes in rates of VAT, the available from AA 


prices quoted will be held for this years editions. Offer available to UK addresses only 


retail outlets. 
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iT T’S TEMPTING logic: get 
everyone in town who 
wants to buy asecondhand car 
and every private owner who 
wants to sell a car, put them 
together under one roof and let them 
sort it out among themselves. No mid- 
dlemen, no overheads to speak of, 
nobody to blame but yourself. 

It’s yet another idea from — yes — 
America. Every weekend, hundreds of 
Californians drive their cars on to the 
sun-soaked beaches, stick a price on the 
windscreen and wait for buyers. 

Now the idea — minus the sun-soaked 
beaches — has been imported to Gt Bri- 
tain by advertising man Roger Fair- 
brother, who has done a deal with carpark 
kings NCP: instead of standing empty 
each Sunday, multi-storey carparks up 
and down the country are filling with pri- 
vately owned cars for sale — each seller 
paying Fairbrother’s Car Markets £13 a 
day for space under cover. And, if you 
don’t sell the first week, you can keep 
coming back at half-price until you do. 

To date, there are seven Car Markets 
— in Manchester, Liverpool, Wol- 
verhampton, Leicester, two in London, 
and, now, Luton’s West Side carpark. 

DRIVE arrived early at Luton, but 13 
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would-be sellers were already lined up 
and queuing for the prime pitches. By 
10am, when the barriers opened, the line 
had stretched to 50 cars. 

Car Market’s man on the spot, Vick 
Wojcik, was rubbing his hands. ‘We’ll 
have 33 carparks next year,’ he said. 
‘Possibly small car-dealers do get upset 
when we move in, but they’re upset by 
everything. The big boys don’t mind. 
One big dealer actually sends car sellers 
to us, and refunds the £13 if a deal is done: 
it wants to sell cars, not buy them. This 
way, everybody’s happy. 

‘We had a Rolls-Royce here two weeks 
ago. I think it was sold — anyway, it 
didn’t come back. The owner wouldn’t 
put a price on the windscreen, but I think 
he was looking for £11,500. Another man 
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Hccsecissent 
MAKE AND MODEL 
Aifa Romeo Alfasud 1.3ti 


engine cc 
insurance 


Lots of profit! 


That’s what one man hopes to 
make out of National Car Parks’ Sunday spaces. 
But how fare the secondhand-car 
sellers who fill them? 


came four times with a BL Maxi — he 
wouldn't reduce his price. But he sur- 
prised us all by selling it. You have to be 
patient in here. 

‘Last week we got rid of six cars in the 
first 45 minutes, but, overall, we really 
don’t know how many are sold. Out of the 
70 cars here last week, we have 13 back 
today. That doesn’t mean there were 57 
sales, of course; some people just give up, 
some sell elsewhere.’ 


As music belted out of NCP’s loud- 
speaker system, DRIVE went to work. 
While sellers talked, our AA engineer 
gave the cars a torchlight going-over. 

Not all the sellers were amateurs. We 
looked at a Lancia Beta 1600 with an 
M-registration, 44,000 miles on the clock 


MODEL YEAR 
Average secondhand price guide 
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Audi 80L 
f 100LS 


Austin Morris Mini 850 


Mini Clubman saloon 
Allegro 1300 Mk2 4-dr 


3095* | 2230 | 1835 | 1535 | 1240 
1285 | 1090 | 925 
805 


| Allegro 1500 estate 


Maxi 1750 Mk2 


3270 


f_ Princess 1800HL 


) Princess 2200HL 


3540* 


Marina Mk1 1800 4-dr 


3840 
3060" 


2505 


2150 2} 1815 1280 | 1055 
1240 | 1035 


Citroen 2CV6 


875 

MG Midget Mk3 2875 2055 | 1735 3 
MGB Mk3 3815 [| 3370 | 2825 | 2380 1660 | 1415 | 1190 

| BMW 520i | — | — | 5000 | 4110 2650 | 2080 
Chrysler/Talbot Sunbeam 1.6S (O40 5 e2905 | Gee ne = 

4 Avenger 1.3 2-dr 1210 855 
Avenger 1.6GLS auto 1515 | 1280 
Alpine S = = = — 
Hunter GL 4-dr 980 795 


Dyane 6 1555 _| 1300 | 1085 
GS Club 2455 | 2005 | 1660 
CX2000 3245 | 2700 | 2255 


Colt Lancer 1400GL 4-dr 


Datsun Cherry 100A 4-dr 


2575 


{20Y coupé 


Violet 140J 


Bluebird 180B 


Fiat 126 


127 3-dr Special 


128 4-dr 


131 1600S 


132 1800GLS 


Ford Fiesta 1000HC 


Escort 1100 Popular 


1935 


Escort 1300XL 4-dr 


Cortina Mk3 1600XL 4-dr 323 


Cortina 2000E estate 


347/Rl 116 
04 


Cortina Mk4 1600 


1655 


1095 


1150 


Capri Mk2 1600GT 


apri 3000 Ghia auto 


(S/R =special rates) 


2675 | 2300 — 
3430 | 2785* | 2375 
4745 _| 3915" | 3320 


5670" )"3590"_| 2875 


2280 | 2030 
3420 | 2895 


(*=revised specification or designation) prive March-April 1980 


and a ‘non-negotiable’ £1100 price-tag. 
The seller wouldn’t tell us his name... 
which wasn’t surprising: he admitted that 
he’d sold seven cars at the market in the 
i last nine weeks, all while being registered 
as unemployed. 
_ ‘I’m not a dealer,’ he told us, ‘but I 
know acar when I see one. Most people 
| have enough common sense to buy a car. 
I bought a 1972 Ford Cortina 2000GT 
here for £425, and sold it the following 
week for £675 cash. 
‘You see a few dealers here. They’re 
suffering because big cars can drop £1000 
below list-price. Last week, I sold a 1974 
_long-wheelbase Jaguar XJ6 with air con- 
: ditioning for £2000.’ 
_ The Lancia’s bodywork was a bit of a 
mess. Undaunted, our part-time dealer 
explained: ‘It has been hit with a ham- 
mer, but Ill get it sprayed. I don’t get 
complaints .. . 
‘One or two small dealers buy cars at 
the nearby Leighton Buzzard car auction 
_and bring them here without telling the 
-VATman or the taxman,’ he continued 
without a blush. ‘You know — buy for 
£150, sell for £250. And look at that 1976 
Mini Clubman there at £1650 — some 
_ people haven’t got aclue how to sella car.’ 
We looked, and found Mrs Grace 


Barnes, of Luton, just about to make a 
sale. “This engine has done only 2200 
miles. The primary gear seized to the 
crankshaft — that was my one and only 
call to the AA. I paid for a reconditioned 
engine, and, two weeks later, the same 
thing happened. This time, BL did the 
repair free of charge. 

‘I tried advertising the car in the local 
paper, but no one came. I’ve never been 
here before, but I’d come again: £13 is 
better than paying £41 for four nights’ 
newspaper advertising. . .’ 

Next call was on an Opel Manta, vin- 
tage 1973, going for £1250. But owner 
David Hudson, 23, from Barton, near 
Luton, immediately confided: ‘If you 
offer me £1000, I'll take it. I really need 
the money. I’m getting married and buy- 
ing a house, so it’s acase of having to sell. 

‘I’ve fitted a cassette and radio, elec- 
tric cooling fan, electronic ignition and a 
spoiler. To be honest, though, it needs 
two new tyres... 

‘I’ve tried advertising in the local 
paper, but this is a specialist car appealing 
to a young bloke who wants a flash- 
looking motor. I suppose I'll get bored 
rigid standing here all day. But who 
knows?’ 

Norman Frost, of Hitchen, Herts, cer- 


tainly did. He was selling a Volvo 164 
automatic for £1350. ‘No, I’m not selling 
to save petrol — I get 30mpg out of this. 
But it’s too big for the wife. We’ve just 
bought a Volvo 343. 

‘I’ve had no success at all with news- 
papers, and I think they’re expensive. At 
£13 aday, these people are making a lot of 
money, but they are bringing the custom- 
ers to me. Dealers are out: they expect 
you to give your car away. I’ve already 
sold my wife’s DAF here; and I’ve 
already had half a dozen people showing 
interest in this one today.’ 

Newest car under the roof was cer- 
tainly Andrew Davidson’s Triumph 
Dolomite 1500, which looked as if it had 
been driven from the showroom down the 
road. Just six months old and priced at 
£2900, it looked a bargain; the price new 
is £4100. It was Andrew’s wife’s car, and 
she was getting a company car. 

Andrew had driven from Bedford 
because two weeks’ advertising in local 
papers hadn’t produced a single phone 
call. The best offer a dealer had made was 
£2500. 

‘You feel you’re doing something 
here,’ he enthused, ‘instead of just sitting 
by the phone all day. This is my second 
week, so today I got in for £6.50. It’s fun 
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Triumph Toledo 4-dr (Dolomite) 345RI 150 1977 1296 83 19.8 33.0 2/3 3020 2540 2140 igetoly 1410 1180 985 815 

Triumph Dolomite 1850 288 9/72 1854 | 100 11.4 28.25 4 3865 3120 2625 2405* 1785 1440 1140 895 

f Triumph 2000 Mk2 219 6/70 1998 95 15.0 26.0 4 — — 2875 2380 | 2055* 1560 1290 1015 

Triumph 2500TC RI 112 1974 | 2458 | 101 ip Ps} 2140 5 — — 2975 2430 2050" 1560 — = 

| Triumph Spitfire 1500 376 2/76 1493 97 12s5ee leo bre 5 3215 2700 2280 1925 1620 os — — 

Triumph Sta 273 3/72 2997 | 118 10.2 P25 S/R —— — Sys 4185 3420 2750 2205 1735 
Triumph TR7 401 11/76 _| 1998 | 108 10.2 20:15 6 4060 3320 2600 2155 — — — — 
Lada 1200 355 9/74 1198 91 THORES3 25 3 1885 1595 1350 1130 945 775 — = 
Lancia Beta 2000 Ri 171 1978 1995 | 107 Re 26.5 6/7 3840 3120 2525 _ — 
Mazda 1000 2-dr 343 6/74 | 985 78 20.0 Sa5 3 — — 1440 1220 1025 860 = — 
1300 hatchback 424/D4/78 77/78 | 1272 89 15.9 36.5 4 2690 2300 1960 = — 

Mercedes-Benz 280E auto D/79 719 2746 | 120 9.4 21.0 7 a 10795 | 8915* 5350 4435 S15 3020 2480 
Opel Kadett S estate 3-dr 338 5/74 1196 84 16.7 32.0 4 2970 oom coc: 1800 1500 

Ascona 1.9SR 302 3/75 1897 96 N2RS PAS} 6 4000 3695* | 2865* | 2410* 1765 1460 1190 — 
Rekord 4-dr 287 8/72 1897 | 101 12.0 26.0 4 — — 2305 1960* 1610 1340 1090 945* 
Peugeot 104 4-dr 325 11/73 954 84 ites 36.5 3 2545 2140 1815” 1545 1310 1120 955 — 

f 304 386 5/76 1290 92 16.7 35.5 3 = 261022057 1835 iodo 1265 1040 870 

504GL RI 140 1976 1971 99 Siva Me vane 5 4260* 3540 2925 2430 2005 1635 —_ -- 
504 estate PARES 4/72 1971 | 98.5 | 13.8 24.5 5 5275 4335 3590 2995 2500 2055 eto 1390 
Reliant Robin 365 3/75 148 72 19.6 47.0 2 2295 2000 1745 slob 1135 1005 — — 
Scimitar GTE 303 3/73 2994 | 118 9.1 eh ets 7 6935* 5670 4730 3915 3220 2650 2130 1710 
Renault 47TL RI 121 1975 845 14 26.4 39.9 1 2330 1985 1665 1400 — == _ — 
5TL 349 8/74 956 85 19.7 42.0 2 2650 2305 1935 1610 1365* 1140 945 = 

| 51S 370 11/75 | 1289 93 iets 36.2 4 3070 2625 2205 1885 1585 — — — 
6TL (1100 364 3/75 1108 82 (Wa Eva 3 2650 2255 1885 1585 1315 1090* 895 745 

| 12L 385 5/76 1289 82 18.1 34.5 3 —_ a 1835* iksy Ao: 1025 1120 910 790 
14TL 414 BLK 1218 89 14.8 36.5 4 2955 2480 2095 = — o = -- 
15GTL D5/78 1978 1289 95 14.5 ees, 5 3470 2925 2380 1985 — a — = 

| 16TL 291 11/72 | 1565 93 15.1 29.5 4 3300 2800 2330 1935 1585 1290 1040 845 

| Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow 312 8/73 6750 eS 10.0 14.2 S/R 40100 | 35250 | 28870 | 26700 | 23450 | 20950 | 18800 — 

Saab 99GLE auto 393 7/716 1985 | 102 13.6 28.5 6 — — 3740 3120 a — oS —- 
99L 2litre 311 6/73 1985 | 100 12.6 27.0 5 4705 3940 3220 2675 2205 1785 1390 — 
Simca 1100GLS 5-dr 298 1/73 1118 85 TELS T8325 3 = 2070* | 1650* 1400 iaiwde 985 815 670 
Skoda S110LS 4-dr 285 1/73 1107 86 18.0 31.0 3 a — 995 850 725 615 520 435 

| 120LS Estelle RI 169 1978 1174 86 17.9 33.0 3 2030 2s 1470 — —- -- _ _ 
Toyota Corolla 30 399 9/76 1166 87 15.9 eR) é, 2/715 2300 2120 1645 1370 — — _- 
Corona 2000 Mk2 2-dr 290 1/73 1968 | 100 oa 25.0 6 — — 2040 1705 1430 1165 915 775 
Celica 2000ST coupe 423 8/77 1968 | 101 12.7 30.0 6/7 3790 3220 2750 2330 — 

Vauxhall Chevette L 3-dr 396/RI 123 1975 1256 90 (lee EVES 2 2930* 2515 2150 1920* 1555 — — — 
Viva HCSL 4-dr 264 1/72 1256 84 17.8 34.0 2 — — —— 25: 1450 1190 985 795 
Cavalier 1600L 382 4/76 1584 96 12.6 29.5 4 3400 2895 2480 2100 — = — - 

| Victor 1800 4-dr 326 11/73 | 1759 93 15.7 25.0 3 = 2600 2180 | 1910* 1490 1190 945 720 

_| Victor 2300SL estate B15 8/73 2279 98 12.4 26.0 cy —- 2900 2430 | 2105* 1635 1315* 1040 795 

i VW Polo L 408 1/77 895 81 19.0 39.5 3 2890 2545 2180 1865 — — a _ 

; Golf 1100 5-dr 411 2alt7 1093 87 16.8 | 35.25 4 Ba15 2905 2485 2125 1815 = — — 
1200 Beetle 353 8/74 1192 72 eho 38:5 2 — 2485 | 2030" a lréste! 1505 1300 1110 
Scirocco TS 411/Rl 144 1976 1588 | 103 11.4 34:75 7 4805 4110 | 3470* 2925 2455 = on — 
Volvo 343DL 415 Gite 1397 88 dis Oero 5 3665 3095 2625 — — — —_— —_ 
245DL estate 368 5/75 2127 96 13.8 Biol 6 5895 5100 4505 3815 3245 _ — — 
264DL 395 8/76 2664 98 1248 23.0 7 — — S515 2975 2550 — — — 
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talking to all the buyers and sellers, and I 
enjoy the challenge of selling.’ 

After four hours in the carpark, we 
noticed that his enthusiasm was waning 
visibly ... 

Sitting all day with a £300, rusting Fiat 
124 was losing its attraction for Danny 
Brosnan, too. ‘I expected to find a lot 
more people buying,’ he moaned. ‘I sup- 
pose it’s the time of year. No one has 
asked me about the car, and only a few 
have looked at it. I heard that three cars 
have been sold in four hours. I don’t think 
that’s good, do you?’ 

At 3pm, the wheeling and dealing was 
over. On our way out, we heard someone 
mutter: ‘I’ll put a match under it and 
claim the insurance!’ 

Trying to sell your car can get you like 
that. 


Our man with the torch, AA engineer 
Lawrence Pearce, starts with the bad 
news: ‘There’s a good chance of buying a 
‘‘rogue’’ at these sales if you don’t know 
your cars — at least, judging from what 
I’ve seen at Luton. And, of course, you 
face all the risks associated with a private 
sale — no guarantees, and so on. 

‘There’s never much light inside a car- 
park, so the would-be buyer should insist 
on the car being taken outside, to see it 
properly. 

‘On the plus side, prices at Luton gen- 
erally were below garage retail, and there 
were good prospects for haggling. There 
was a reasonable collection of cars under 
one roof, and buyers had every opportun- 
ity to road test, which is more than you 
can do at a car auction.’ 

Pearce comments on a sample collec- 
tion that caught his eye . . . (Book prices 
are from Parker’s Car Price Guide, on 
sale at the market and everyone’s ‘bible’ 
on the day.) 

Triumph Dolomite 1500 1979 (T) 9000 
miles, £29000n0, book-price £2700- 
£3195. 

‘Car appears to be in ‘‘as new’’ condition, 
even down to the almost unworn SP 
Sports tyres. Radio fitted. Price is at least 
a sensible point to start haggling.’ 

Ford Escort 1100 Mk 1 1975 (N) 14,000 
miles, £950ono, book-price £935-£1160. 
‘Mileage reading very doubtful. Interior 


very tatty; exterior similar — lots of 
obvious DIY paint repairs. Price more a 
reflection of high asking-price for used 
Escorts rather than the true value of this 
particular car.’ 

Vauxhall Cavalier 1300L 1978 (S) 39,000 
miles, £1950, book-price £2170-£2730. 
‘Interior as new; exterior superficially 
excellent, with evidence of repair-work 
on rear wing. Price reflects high mileage; 
probably a fairly sound buy.’ 

Triumph 2000 1973 (L) 54,000 miles, 
£1150, book-price £770-£1085. 

‘Looks immaculate inside and out; no 
sign of corrosion on exterior panels. 
Mileage credible. Minor scratches on 
boot, and paintwork has faded slightly. 
Might be a sound buy if mechanical con- 
dition matches appearance, even at the 
high price asked.’ 

Opel Manta SR 1900 1973 (M) 70,000 
miles, £1250ono, book-price £1020-£1410. 
‘Interior tidy but well-worn. Bodywork 
free from noticeable rust, but a few 
repairs have been carried out — not bad 
for a seven-year-old. Matt-black bonnet 
and blended-in spoiler likely to detract 
from its value, if anything.’ 

Volvo 164 automatic 1971 (K) 95,000 
miles, £13500no, book-price £595-1030. 
‘Interior tidy, no obvious defects. Some 
rust bubbling round top of front wings; 
more serious round rear wheelarches. 
Some panels resprayed — fairly badly. 
General condition reflects age; asking- 
price seems unrealistic.’ 

Ford Capri 1600XL 1972 (L) 54,000 miles, 
£10S500no0, book-price £870-£1095. 
‘Interior tidy, tending to confirm the low 
recorded mileage. No sign of rust on front 
wings — unusual in this age of car. 
Repaired rear on both sides. Asking- 
price unrealistic.’ 

Mazda 818 estate 1977 (S) 30,000 miles, 
£1580, book-price £1620-£2130. 

‘Interior OK; body excellent, apart from 
accident damage to rear offside — 
repaired badly. Original Bridgestone 


_tyres badly worn at front. Low price off- 


sets mainly trivial defects.’ 

Renault 16TY 1978 (S) 36,000 miles, 

£2995, book-price £2775-£3475. 

‘Interior spotless; paintwork speckled, 

but might remove; evidence of respraying 

on many panels, particularly nearside — 
ys 


‘If there isn’t an underground carpark at Chéddar, we could be in trouble’ 
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may have been damaged extensively. 
Costly for mileage and dubious history.’ 
Fiat 124 1970 (J) 73,000 miles, £3000no, 
book-price £160-£415. 

‘Very shabby inside and out —a liability 
at any price. Snazzy black paint on lower 
bodywork disguises most of the rust . . .’ 
Mini Clubman estate 1100 1976 (P) 27,000 
miles, £1650, book-price £1385-£1710. 
‘Very clean inside and out; no dents or 
damaged panels, and only slight corro- 
sion around external body seams. A 
sound car, but asking-price unrealistic.’ 


First priority when buying cars ‘off the 
street’, so to speak, is to establish that the 
seller is the legal owner. Try to assess him 
or her: a householder, whom you can 
contact at work, is most likely to be con- 
ducting an honest sale. Ask to see the 
receipted invoice of purchase and servic- 
ing bills, check the registration docu- 
ment, find out the car’s history by con- 
tacting previous owner(s). 

If the car you buy is the subject of a 
hire-purchase agreement, you should be 
able to reject any subsequent claims by 
the finance company provided that you 
have no prior knowledge of the agree- 
ment. If the car is stolen, the police will 
impound it and return it to the rightful 
owner. Chances are, you will have to 
stand the loss. 

If the seller refuses to part with the car 
until your cheque is cleared, make sure, 
when you collect it, that no parts or 
accessories have been removed. If they 
have been, and the seller is unhelpful. . . 
all you can do is sue him. 

Bedfordshire’s Trading Standards 
office judged everything at Luton as 
above-board: ‘We have no evidence that 
car dealers are there,’ said officer Ken 
Phillips. ‘Clearly, however, at least one 
seller in your story is a dealer, and 
another could be infringing the Sale of 
Goods Act by not showing an odometer 
disclaimer. Ill ask my staff to look 
again.’ 

A final word on road testing: many car 
Owners secure insurance discounts by 
naming the driver or drivers. Clearly, 
such a policy would not stretch to covera 
potential buyer road testing the vehicle. 
Most comprehensive policies, however, 
cover the policyholder to drive other 
people’s cars — but only third-party. 

So if, as a buyer, you crash while driv- 
ing a seller's car on your own policy, 
chances are that you, and not an insur- 
ance company, will be stuck with the bill. 

Sunday car markets don’t please the 
Motor Agents Association: ‘We are con- 
cerned about their spread for a number of 
reasons,’ says press officer Philip Stein. 
‘Anyone who buys a car from one of 
these places is in no way protected by 
consumer legislation, which opens the 
door even wider to the flogging of cars 
that might be, shall we say, less than per- 
fect. And, even if they are perfect, in our 
view it’s unfair competition — Sunday 
opening without overheads.’ 

ROBERT OXFORD 
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Injection of enthusiasm 
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The fastest-growing European 
car maker of the 1970s was distin- 
guished as one of the oldest and 
most conservative as well. 

Ten years ago, Peugeot was a 
sound but modest family business 
making sound and modest 
saloons that were better known in 
France’s former colonies than in 
Britain. Then came the 504 —a 
2Ymillion-seller that made the 
company’s fortune and financed 
its rescue of Citroen and Chrysler 
Europe, which was renamed Tal- 
bot. With such a pedigree, 
Peugeot’s new 505 model must be 
more than just another 2litre 
saloon. 

As is Peugeot’s policy, the new 
model will sell alongside the old 
for some time to come, but will 
also become a serious rival to 
VW/Audi’s 100, Renault’s 20 and 
Volvo’s 244. We sampled the 
top-of-the-range, fuel-injected, 
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S-trimmed STI to see if this could 
be the stuff that 1980’s takeovers 
are made of. 


How it goes 

French car makers know all about 
marriages of convenience. While 
they fight each other in the market 
place, their entente cordial 
behind the factory gates, unob- 
trusively sharing components, 
helps keep costs down. So it’s no 
surprise that the new 505’s 
more-powerful STI engine option 
is the same all-alloy 1995cc unit 
first seen more than two years ago 
in the Renault 20TS. (The 
504GL’s 1971Icc iron block/alloy 
head engine is retained for the 
505’s GR and SR versions.) It’s 
available only with fuel injection, 


yet it delivers a modest 110bhp, 
and some French rivals do just as 
well with one carburettor. 

The new engine’s advantages 
do not include better perfor- 
mance. Our test car was more 
than Isec slower at accelerating 
from 30-70mph through the gears 
than the SO4TI we tested five 
years ago, and its top speed is 
down 2mph, too. 

Comparisons of one-gear times 
are confused by the STI’s use ofa 
five-speed gearbox. While its 
fourth gear is a lower ratio than 
the old box’s top, the STI doesn’t 
feel a good low-speed puller: you 
can see from our table how much 
slower fourth’s 20-40mph time is 
compared to its 30-SOmph spurt. 
Brisk gear-stick stirring cer- 
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On paper, the ‘spec’ 


tainly pays off when one wants to 
Overtake smartly, but the new 
engine emerges as no more than 
an average performer in its class. 

Fortunately, the gear change is 
a slick operator, with no loss of 
precision from the additional 
gear, and even its oddly shaped 
knob feels comfortable. Our only 
complaint concerned fifth’s 
whine, which is obtrusive around 
45mph, but fades thereafter. For 
UK models, an hydraulic clutch 
is fitted, and its heavy pedal needs 
to be depressed fully to disengage 
properly. 

DRIVE maintained that the 
Peugeot 504’s ride and handling 
was the next best toa BMW’s — 
and at a considerable cash dis- 
count. So we were even more 
pleased to see that the 505 clev- 
erly corrects the 504’s few faults 
without spoiling the good work. 
reads just 
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like a BMW S520’s or a Peugeot 
604’s suspension —and several of 
the 604’s components have been 
used in the new model, including 
power-assisted steering. 

The result is impressive. With 
steering movement reduced to 344 
turns for a compact turning circle 
of less than 35ft, the 505 responds 
well to the helm — and without 
the feeling that the power assis- 
tance is trying to take over. Com- 
bined with impeccable cornering 
and grippy roadholding, the STI 
is as safe to hustle as it is fun. 
Some body roll occurs, but not in 
alarming proportions, and the 
contoured seats and sensible door 
armrests prevent occupants from 
being aware of it. While cornering 
quickly, the only disadvantage 
compared with the 504 is the 
absence of a warning lightening of 
steering effort as the front tyres 
begin to lose their grip. On the 
straight, however, the STI’s sta- 
bility is impeccable: even on a 
windy motorway the car stays on 
course naturally. 

Owners of the small 305 will 
recognise much of the instrumen- 
tation, and the STI’s layout can 
only be criticised for what is mis- 
sing: no low fuel-level telltale, too 
few minor gauges, and two oppos- 
ing turn signal arrows that blinked 
in unison ... The speedometer 
sits where it should, right in the 
middle of the display, and the STI 
package adds a smaller tachome- 
ter alongside. We would have 
traded this for a more accurate 
speedometer — Smph fast at 
70mph on our car. 

At night, the deeply shrouded 
instrument cluster and the bank of 
controls on the centre console are 
all backlit in red by fibre optics, 
enabling the smallest push switch 
to be located without trouble. A 
pair of stalks control all lighting 
and wash/wipe functions very 
conveniently. 

Peugeot’s driving seat no 
longer eases you forward as you 
raise its adjuster bar, but its all- 
foam construction is soft and lux- 
urious — especially when clad in 
the distinguished tweed used in 
the STI. Legroom is fairly gener- 
ous and lateral location excellent, 
but we faulted the seat’s back 
support: testers complained after 
long drives that it is too soggy. 


How comfortable 
Making a saloon that handles well 
and also cossets its passengers is 
a skill that few have mastered. 
Peugeot has renewed its member- 
ship of this special club with the 
505, for it is one of the smoothest, 
unfussiest saloons you can buy at 
any price. British buyers will 
have to take our word for it, for 
we have few roads that are bad 
enough to show off the 505’s 
magic-carpet ride. 

Peugeot takes pains to soothe 
drivers’ ears, too. Apart from 
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some rustling noises at idle and 
when pulling away in the lower 
gears, Peugeot’s installation of 
this engine is quieter than 
Renault’s in the 20. Indeed, cruis- 
ing at 55-6Smph the STI sounds as 
if it is coasting along with the 
engine off, so quiet and restrained 
is its progress. Wind- and road- 
noise suppression is beyond cri- 
ticism, too. 

Perfectionists might not like 
the occasional thump from the 
wheels when travelling around 
town — below 40mph, the spring- 
ing hasn’t got into its stride fully 
— but in general the 505 is unde- 
manding in traffic, with no undue 
effort required for any control 
except the clutch. 

Peugeot’s claim that the 505 is 
designed for five adults and their 
luggage is justified by the boot’s 
size and the width of the interior, 
but the shape of the rear seat 
means that only four can travel in 
complete comfort. Rear legroom 
is sufficient for all except the very 
tall, and remains reasonable even 
when the front seats are moved 
right back. 

The opened boot is illuminated 
even when the main lights are off, 
its flat floor is covered with a 
sensible rubber mat, and the 
inside of its wings are protected 
against sliding loads. The load sill 
is unhelpfully high, but the spare 
wheel is easily reached in its cra- 
dle below. 

Peugeot has revised the 505’s 
heating and ventilation to pro- 
duce a system that is now effec- 
tive, versatile and quiet — the 
uncannily silent motors for both 
heater fan and electric sunroof 
LTA DL ST I TT ETE 
HOW GOOD 
At-a-glance 
DRIVE’s verdict on the Peugeot 505ST| 
taking into consideration its rivals, 
its price and what kind of car 
it’s meant to be 
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work far from the car interior. 
The only problem we encoun- 
tered was that, when the sunroof 
was open, cold air doused the 
footwells from the radio’s 
speaker grilles! Even rear occup- 
ants get some warmth at foot 
level, thanks to special outlets on 
the centre tunnel. 


How strong 

Despite unanimous approval for 
the tweed upholstery and good 
finish of the interior, our testers 
noted some cost-cutting of corn- 
ers compared to the 504. The 
older car’s kickproof doors and 
sills, with double weatherstrips, 
are no longer used, so legs can get 
muddied and paintwork chipped 
in previously unheard-of ways. 
The new, permanently fixed car- 
pets must be vacuumed in situ, 
whereas the almost indestructible 
cord ones in the 504 could be 
shaken clean. Outside, plastic for 
bumpers and wheeltrims replaces 
stainless steel, but aluminium 
brightwork that could promote 
paint blisters is still used around 
side windows. 

Under the car, however, the 
standard of construction and rust 
protection is better than ever. 
Zinc-rich primer paint on vulney- 
able areas, and special sealant 
over welds, are coated with pvc 
and wax that covers the entire 
underbody and all box sections. 
It’s the best anti-rust job we have 
yet seen on a Peugeot. 

Opening the bonnet on its 
crude prop — another cost-saving 
—reveals fuel-injection plumbing 
sprawling over all and obliterating 
such everyday items as the dip- 
stick and distributor; perhaps 
that’s why contactless ignition is 
used in the STI. More-welcome 
details are the earthing tags on the 
front suspension struts (to pre- 
vent radio interference), good 
fuse protection, and a sensible 
jacking design that does not 
require much grovelling. 

We approve of the retention of 
a few grease nipples, too, but 
Peugeot’s reluctance to provide a 
transparent coolant reservoir is 
reactionary — a 505 owner still 
has to remove the rad cap and 
peer in. Similarly, the petrol cap 
remains that non-locking, ultra- 
stiff bayonet type that seems to 
defeat most forecourt attendants. 


How safe 
Despite the lack of clues relayed 
by the power steering about the 
state of the front wheels’ grip, the 
505 remains poised and unruffled 
when it begins to slide. It’s a true 
friend in a tight corner, for we 
could safely tighten our course 
through a bend by cutting the 
power with no fear of the tail 
swing that can follow such rash 
driving on earlier 504s. 

We are less happy about the 
new brakes. Unlike the 1971cc 
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Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £67.29 (fitting 5.5hr) 
exhaust £111.60 (2.25hr) 
headlamp unit £44.61 (0.5hr) 

front bumper £93.31 (0.5hr) 
laminated windscreen £49.83 (2hr) 


oil filter (no points) £3.28 (0.25hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (4hr) 


Insurance group 6 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited (some 
restrictive clauses) 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £616 

Capital interest £362 

New-cost inflation £617 

Total standing costs=£1595 (13.30p per mile) 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.20gal) £514 

Insurance (av) £240 

Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £239 

Total running costs=£10.65 (8.88p per mile) 
Total ownership £2660 (22.17p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Peugeot 505STI 

Audi 100 GL5S 
Vauxhall Carlton 2000 
Volvo 244GL 

Renault 20TS (4 speed) 
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ACCELERATION Times in sec 


Top-gear speed-range times (sec) — 4th/5th gear 


TOP SPEEDS 0: 
Max engine speed 
used 6000rpm; 
max in top 4800rpm; 
max in 4th 5800rpm; 
standing %4 mile 
18.7 sec 

ENGINE FUEL MAXIMUM 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED 
PRICE (£ cc MPG MPH 
7200 1995 28 102 
7565 2144 27 108 
5807 1979 28 104 
7530 2127 27% 97 
6586 1995 29V2 104 
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BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses 


90 | Handbrake 35% Best stop 100+% 
maximum gradient | 
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NORe2 Om oOm4 OrSOmmoO 70 £80.90)" 100 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within — 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 


.(ideal car would show no variation) 


23lb at start; 16Ilb in constant use; 30Ib in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL 
THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH 
GEARS (SEC) _GEAR (SEC %q/ Ib FT/IN 
12.3 9.0 (4th 100/35 15’ 0” 
11.3 LOT 96/55 15’ 442" 
12.2 11.2 100/60 tote 
13.0 10.1 98/35 16s 
12.8 10.1 98/50 14’ 10" 


4th=4th gear 


FUEL 4-star/96 octane min 
Consumption — normal range 


short journey, suburban 21mpg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 23Yempg 
mixed roads — brisk, 50mph cruising 28mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 28%2mpg 
quiet rural — 40mph cruising 32mpg 
Typical mpg overall 28mpg 


Realistic tank range 315 miles/11¥agal 


Consumption at steady speeds 


30mph 44mpg 
56mph 36mpg 
7Omph 28Vempg 
max mph 17mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


absorbing? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 
front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes | 
front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
convenient? Yes _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 
rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? Yes 
MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE (FT 
40¥2 40 3%4/345% 
422 42 434/35 V4 
41 412 412/34 
41 422 4%/32 
422 40¥2 3% /37 V2 
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version, the dearer STI has discs 
all round, ventilated at the front, 
and a bigger servo, too. Fade 
resistant and easy to use in nor- 
mal check braking, they could 
prove too powerful for a safe 
crash-stop. The delicacy needed 
to attain our excellent best stop is 
more than most people could 
measure in a panic — apply just 
5lb more, and you could finish up 
in a skid. Some lessening of the 
servo’s insistence could make 
this a fine system. 

Most of the 505’s passive safety 
measures are impressive: the 
facia padding, especially at knee 
level, is carefully done, and the 
roof is well protected, too, 
despite the complication of a sun- 
roof. The front seatbelts are con- 
venient to wear and unobtrusive, 
with no exposed reels on view. 
Yet there’s no reinforcement in 
the back of the front seats to 
guard against unrestrained rear 
passengers flying into those in 
front, and no rear seatbelts are 
provided either. Outside, the fuel 
tank remains in a vulnerable posi- 
tion, just behind the rear bumper. 


How much 

The four-speed 504 delivered an 
overall 26%2mpg in TI form and 
27’2mpg as a GL, so our con- 
sumption table shows that the 
five-speed 505’s economy is not 
markedly better. Certainly, we 
noticed the benefit of the over- 
driven fifth gear on long, fast 
trips, but overall, the 505 is only 
class-average — and not as good 
as the mpg of the similarly 
engined Renault 20TS. 

The Peugeot’s modest tank 
capacity, unchanged from the 
504, is redeemed by the ease with 
which it can be filled to the brim 
— hence its good driving range. 
Oil consumption was negligible in 
our 1000-mile test, so one 
shouldn’t have to worry about 
groping for the awkward dipstick 
too frequently. 

Routine maintenance has been 
extended to 5000 miles for an oil 
and grease, and 10,000 miles for a 
full service. While spares are dis- 
tinctly costly, so much of the 
505’s running gear is borrowed 
from the reliable 504 that mainte- 


kerbweight 24% cwt 
overall length 14ft OV%in 
overall width 5ft 8in 
overall height 4ft 6in 


ENGINE 
Type and size front-mounted 4-in-line, 
inclined at 12°, water-cooled; 88mm | 
bore x 82mm stroke= 1995cc; 5 main bear- | 
ings; all alloy construction 
Compression ratio 9.2:1 
Valve gear overhead camshaft actuating | 
rockers, driven by cogged belt 

Fuel system Bosch K Jetronic continu- 
ous flow fuel injection; 12%gal tank — no 
reserve 

Max power (DIN-net) 110bhp at 
5250rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 126lbft at 
4000rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 8¥2in diaphragm spring, single 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; pedal 
load/travel: 32Ib/6¥4in 

Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.45:1, second 2.06:1, 
third 1.41:1, fourth 1:1, top 0.82:1, reverse 
3.49:1 

Final drive hypoid bevel, 4.11:1 to rear 
wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 21.35 in top gear: 
17.5 in fourth gear 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — front: independent Mac- 
Pherson damper/struts, coil springs, lower 
wishbones, anti-roll bar 

rear: independent semi-trailing arms, coil 
springs, anti-roll bar 

Dampers telescopic all round 
Steering powered rack and pinion, 3% 
turns between full locks; turning circles 
average 34%4ft between kerbs, with 58¥ft 
in response to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 5J steel with 175HR14 radial-ply 
tyres (Michelin XAS on test car) 

Brakes discs all round (ventilated at 
front) with vacuum servo 


nance costs should be acceptable. 
After all, the ‘new’ engine has 
already been proved in the 
Renault for a couple of years! 
Owners should, however, read 
the warranty conditions care- 
fully, as one stipulation is that all 
servicing must be done by a 
Peugeot agent. Despite the hand- 
book’s mention of six months’ 
cover, UK Peugeots have one 
year’s warranty. 

If the 504’s record is anything 
to go by, depreciation should be 
favourable, for it has consistently 
fared better than all except the 
Saab 99, thanks to its keen pricing 
and straightforward mechanica 
layout. ' 


Verdict 
The AA’s testers tipped the 504 as 
a winner some 10 years ago, when 
it was an unknown contender in 
the family-saloon stakes. It 
deserved backing because, unlike 
some of its rivals, it was much 
more pleasant to drive than its 
solid, respectable image suggested. 
The new 505 should therefore be 
an even safer bet, combining the 
same Peugeot driver-appeal with 
more options and glamour — and 
it’s built even better than before. 
Only the visible signs of cost- 
cutting and the inaccessible STI 
engine could deter some punters 
from parting with their money. 
Those who do will discover that 
the 505STI drives so smoothly, 
corners so confidently and com- 
forts so completely that they’ll 
wonder why anyone should pay 
any more for a saloon. And we’d 
agree with them. 
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Clip out this form and 
post it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 

AA Insurance Services Ltd., 


FREEPOST, 
Newcastle on Tyne NE99 2RP. 
Please use BLOCK CAPITALS initials surname 


Mr/Mrs/Miss 


Membership N o. (if applicable I} 


cite = ‘_|| FOR OFFICE 


USE ONLY 


i: Post Code q | | 
Is your present motor insurance giving you all the cover you rg Bat Ais me | 
want . . . dependably? All the discounts you could qualify for? Maye 
At the best value on the market? Oecloation(s)) sama cess eso. keene Employer's Business............seese+se00s ene 


It could pay you to find out now . . . before your next About your car 
premium comes due. You can obtain a check on your Make and model of car including details of modifications 
premium and cover by using the AA’s computer service. The 
service is free and sifts through a whole range of policies 

arranged with leading insurance companies and at Lloyds, to 
select the quotation that suits you best. And you can be sure 
with AA buying power and expertise, you can have the best When do you use your Car? *Please delete the word that does not apply. 
cover at minimum cost.. | s 


BNGING CO: fons RE Mite His. otha es 


In addition to private use, will the car be used for: 


(a) Driving to work on three or more days a week? NO/YES* 


Check some of the discounts you might be eligible for... A 
20% discount if driving is restricted to husband and wife. A 
10% discount if you are over 60, or if your car is over 6 years 
old. A no-claims discount up to 65% perhaps... . or se ile elated eae! 
substantial occupational savings. You can pay by instalments Geert a sng lta 
too . . . in fact as a motoring organisation we've tried to plan MDFigeneie CR ater eg 
insurance to suit you in every way. So put that pen to good 
use .. . and freepost for the AA quote now. 


If YES, name city, town or suburb where you work ....... 06. ec ee eee ees 


(b) Business use by yourself only? 


Please tick type of cover you require: 
Comprehensive fae] Third Party Fire & Theft L] Third Party Only LJ 


If you wish to reduce the premium by bearing the cost of any damage to your car 


indicate( %  ) the appropriate amount: 
up to £25 ie up to £50 L] up to £100 LJ 
Please indicate( ~~ ) whowill drive the vehicle: 
(a) Yourself only 
In the case of (b) and (c) please give 
@ (b) Yourself and wife/husband only details of other driver or in the case 
. of (d) of youngest known driver. 


Peel 


(c) Yourself and one named driver only 


(d) Any licensed driver Age yrs. 
Length full UK Driving Licence held :| yrs. 


When would you like cover to start? day month year 


(Indicate when your present insurance ends). 


On that date: 


(a) How old will you be? kaw yrs. 


(b) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? ee tar | yrs 
(c) Have you been resident in the UK for 3 or more years? NO/YES* 
(d) How many years No Claims Discount Dees Ast yrs. 


will you be claiming in your own right? 


“« ' Have you or any other person who will drive the car: 


(a) Been convicted or have pending prosecutions for a motoring 

offence? NO/YES* 
(b) Been involved in any accident or loss regardless of blame in the 
NO/YES* | 


last five years? 


Insurance 
Services 


(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity e.g. heart 
disease etc? NO/YES* 334 


If you answered YES to (a), (b), or (c), please give details on a separate sheet. } 


Registered Office: Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG21 2EA Regd. No. 912191 England. 


Ries SECONDHAND-CAR buyer who is 
looking for a two-year-old Cortina is 
unlikely to restrict his search to Ford 
dealers ... not when he can find used 
Fords at the Datsun dealer down the 
road, or even Datsuns on the Ford fore- 
court. But the first lesson for secondhand 
buyers is the obvious one that motor- 
cycles aren’t cars. The rule for the bike 
man is: first find your dealer, then see 
what he has to offer. 

A search through the ads in the local 
paper will reveal most of the good motor- 
cycle shops close to you. They can be 
divided into four types: the big, modern 
multi-agency establishment; the smaller, 
one-make specialist; the bicycle-and- 
moped shop; and the secondhand dealer. 
Naturally enough, there’s a great overlap 
of interests between all of them. 

Generally, the best choice of ‘nearly 
new’ secondhand bikes can be found in 
the multi-agency, which will provide a 
good after-sales and spares service. The 
one-make specialist probably will pro- 
vide a superior service all round for his 
chosen make of machine — but only his 
chosen make. If you are an inexpert 
non-enthusiast in the market for a moped, 
‘stepthru’ or mini-motorbike, the local 
bicycle-and-moped shop will almost cer- 
tainly give more-sympathetic service. If 
it’s a cheap bargain you want, try your 
luck with the secondhand trader. 

The secondhand motorcycle business 
has undergone enormous changes in the 
past few years, partly as a reflection of 
the new-bike business, now dominated 
by the Japanese, and partly as a result of 
something more downbeat — 
consumer-protection laws. The Sale of 
Goods Act did to bikes what the Rent Act 
did to property: both laws improved the 
quality of what was available, but in doing 
so knocked a lot of lower-priced bargains 
out of the market. 

In the case of motorcycles, reputable 
dealers are now frequently shy of selling 
large numbers of cheap, fundamentally 
sound old bikes for fear of legal retribu- 
tion from dissatisfied customers. 

The bike business is by no means 
blameless in the current state of affairs, 
but it has reacted, and a previously unim- 
aginable ‘them-and-us’ attitude now 
exists. In consequence, ‘nearly new’ 
machines cost more than ever because of 


the warranty premium — paid, in the end, 
by the buyer — on every machype sold. 
Worn and old machines are sold off to the 
trade, or broken for spares. 

Anyway, once your budget has deter- 
mined which type of dealer to patronise, 
be honest with him: admit your budget 
and your innocence. He’ll respect that, 
but will see through bluff immediately. If 
you don’t have a motorcycling friend to 
check over your proposed machine, then 
use this simple system yourself: 

Lift the seat and remove the side panels to 
check for frame repairs and welds, etc. 
Switch on all the electrics, make sure 
everything works properly, and leave 
them on 

Ask to start the engine, or have it started 
for you, listening for noisy taps and 
knocks and ensuring that, once warm, it 
idles reliably 

Ask for a demonstration pillion ride, and 
feel for vibration — there should be 
nothing but a faint ‘hum’. Watch as the 
bike is emergency-halted on its front 
brake alone — it should do this from 
30mph within 40ft at most 

Look for smoke from the exhaust during 
initial acceleration, or when the throttle is 
opened gradually, after a few minutes’ 
idling; most two-strokes will emit a slight 
smoke haze, but four-strokes shouldn't 
smoke at all 

Look for oil leaks — an as-new, spot- 
lessly clean underside can suggest a bad 
one recently cleaned off 

‘Pump’ the suspension at both ends to 
make sure that it works smoothly; then 
feel the hand and foot controls — they 
should all operate lightly and smoothly, 
especially the clutch 

Check frame alignment by squinting 
along the wheels to see-that they are in 
line, or by sloshing water over the bike’s 
tyres, then pushing it along a straight line 
such as a pavement crack: you should see 
only one wheeltrack 

Check, too, that the spares you are likely 
to need in a hurry are stocked — spare 
keys, ignition parts, control cables, fil- 
ters, lamp units and bulbs. 

Once you have struck a good relation- 
ship with your dealer, he should be happy 
to let you peek into his workshop. Never 
mind about electronic analysers and 
white-topped benches. Are the mechan- 
ics happy? Is the place warm and well lit? 


Does it bustle with activity? Is it well 
ordered? If so, then everything probably 
is fine. But if the workshop is cold, damp, 
dim, chaotic, empty or staffed by glum 
mechanics, suspect the worst... 
Secondhand-only traders have about 
the only real bargains these days — other 
than private vendors, of course. By all 
means hunt around them, but take along 
an experienced buff who knows his bikes, 
and be prepared to burn your fingers if 
you buy a real ‘cheapie’. Never, under 
any circumstances, buy an expensive 
‘nearly-new’ from such a dealer. This is 
not to suggest that all such dealers are 


So, you’re just 
beginning to ~ 
think that 
it might 
be time 
to junk / 
the car 7 
and buy 
a bike.. 


by DAVID MINTON 


i 


MONEY 
Your loss, 
your gain 
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THE RISING Cost of energy con- 
tinues to influence company 
profits, prospects and shares. 
Oil-company shares rose 
sharply when last year’s OPEC 
increases brought them ‘wind- 
fall’ profits, though these may 
well level out as demand for oil 
is choked by its dearer price. 
Long-term prospects look 
good, however, as the oil com- 
panies use the cash to search 
for new supplies and to invest in 
coal and other energy sources. 

Recently, interest has 
switched from oil to gas, which 
has been a relatively cheap 
source of fuel. The price of gas 


for home cookers and heaters 
rose by only 22% in three years, 
while coal has gone up 56%, 
electricity 42% and the general 
cost of living 40%. No wonder 
that British Gas has been mak- 
ing record profits and gas 
showrooms all over Britain 
have been invaded by house 
owners wanting new heaters 
and cookers. 

Well over 90% of new 
central-heating systems now 
being installed are gas-fired. 
That’s good news for the com- 
panies who make radiators, gas 
fires and central heating boilers. 

Stelrad, which is owned by 


the packaging giant Metal Box, 
has reported a record year. 
Demand is so high that is has 
increased production of 
radiators at existing factories, 
has built a new one, and is 
planning another. 

Valor is another company 
cashing-in on the big swing to 
gas. It switched from making 
mainly paraffin heaters to gas 
fires some years ago, and the 
move has paid off handsomely. 
Profits nearly trebled to more 
than £2million in five years, and 
rose a further 28% in the six 
months to September 1979. 

How these success stories 
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crooks — far from it — but the nature of 
their business makes any sort of spares 
and after-sales service difficult, and you 
will need both, sometime. 


A stepthru for a family man 

Bob Logan is 34, lives on the outskirts of 

Birmingham and works in the city centre 

in the commercial security business. He 
_works irregular hours in varying loca- 
_ tions, so public transport is no help to him 

at all. The car he once used has been 


taken over by his wife, who is a 
draughtswoman and needs equipment- 
Carrying transport. 

When DRIVE met Bob, he was about to 
buy a new moped: ‘I don’t like bikes — I 
don’t really want one, but I’ve no choice. 
I just want the cheapest transport I can 
lay my hands on.’ It wasn’t, however, 
Bob’s hands that worried us: he weighs 
16st, and the legally restricted power out- 
put of a moped would undoubtedly baulk 


and I’ll use it,” Bob challenged, waving 
his £120 budget. Our first visit was to a 
main Honda agent. Bob’s introduction to 
a Honda C90 stepthru turned him into a 
choosy buyer. He refused even to con- 
sider Yamaha and Suzuki stepthrus when 
he learned that they used two-stroke 
engines. ‘Lawn mowers’ he called them 
. . . Butaday’s search for an as-new £120 
stepthru (£370 brand-new) changed his 
mind: a few days later, he telephoned 


will be affected by the recently 
announced 29% increase in the 
price of gas, only time will tell. 
In fact, even despite the rise, 
gas could well continue to be an 
attractive proposition both to 
users and to investors in gas- 
related companies. 
Looking generations ahead, 
coal is likely to remain the sur- 
est supply of energy, thanks to 
oOpen-cast mining only a few 
hundred feet below ground. In 
Britain, some 13-14million tons 
of open-cast coal are dug out 
each year by the National Coal 
Board at a profit so big that it 
covers the overall loss it suffers 
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on its 100million tons of deep- 
mined coal each year. 

One company that investors 
should not neglect is Burnett 
and Hallampshire, of Sheffield, 
which is working valuable 
open-cast coal sites in Britain, 
and making good profits. 

In asmall, heavily developed 
island such as Britain, digging 
great holes brings planning 
problems and endless delays — 
even if you promise to fill them 
in quickly to produce rich farm- 
land. But in the wide, open 
spaces of South Africa, America 
and Australia, there is surface 
coal in abundance. Shell has 


at such a bulk. ‘Name me an alternative, 


with the news he had tracked down three p 


been pumping money into 
Australian coal development, 
which enhances the long-term 
prospects for the company. 

The secret of profitable 
open-cast mining lies in mod- 
ern methods of digging and 
transportation. Draglines, dig- 
gers, scrapers, loaders and 
dumpers of enormous capacity 
are used, and the biggest sup- 
plier of these huge machines, 
London-based Blackwood 
Hodge, has undoubted growth 
prospects. 

In the field of energy conser- 
vation, selected engineering 
companies are attracting inves- 


tors’ attention. One leader is 
Spirax-Sarco, which produces 
equipment to stop valuable 
steam escaping from factories. 
Its profits have expanded nearly 
six-fold in 10 years. 

Finally, on the home front, 
investors should not overlook 
Rentokil, which has done well 
protecting property against 
woodworm, damp, dry-rot and 
other perils, but which is also 
expanding into heat insulation 
for buildings. This is a natural 
development of its business, 
and one that should grow in 
importance as we all become 
fuel conscious. ROBERT HEAD 
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Clive Collins 


o 
possibles — one of which was a Suzuki 
FR80 stepthru. 

The Suzuki was for sale in Coventry at 
a moped-and-cycle specialist. At first 
glance, the 1976, £100 machine looked 
sound. Then we discovered that the 
paintwork and plastic were peppered 
with countless minute metallic particles 
— obviously corrosive, for they. had 
begun to attack the finish. Bob thought he 
could get over that with a spot of elbow 
grease. But then we saw the bent centre- 
stand, the sloppy, worn-out kick-starter 
crank, the scarred screws around the 
contact-breaker points’ housing — all 
evidence of a bike with a history of 
poor reliability and brutal treatment. 

Back in Birmingham, we looked over 
an apparently fine example of a 1974 
Honda C90 selling for £129 in a moped 
and cycle shop. Wheels and suspension 
felt firm in their mountings, the machine’s 
frame geometry was perfect, and it was as 
clean as a new bike, obviously having 
been garaged under cover by both of its 
previous owners. But beneath the plastic 
legshield-cum-engine cover we disco- 
vered deep layers of accumulated dirt, 
and some corrosion as well. The engine 
oil was as thin as paraffin and a dirty, 
dull-greyish colour from contamination 
by water and acid impurities — a sign of 
frequent short journeys, insufficient to 
warm the engine, and no oil changes. A 
brand-new silencer confirmed our suspi- 
cions. The old one had probably rusted 
through from internal condensation for 
the same reason. We passed it by, too... 

Then we saw a Honda C70 (70cc- 
engined brother of the C90 stepthru). 
This was priced at £109 — a late-1974 
model, with two owners behind it. There 
were 21,000 miles on its clock, mainly 
from trips by the last owner into North 
Wales every weekend; he had exchanged 
it for a 200cc Honda. 

It was a drab little bike, with dull 
paintwork, a dusting of aluminium 
surface-corrosion and seat padding that 
had collapsed; the controls were loose 
with wear, but all were damp with lub- 
ricating oil and perfectly adjusted; the 
air-cleaner’s rubber hose was old but 
firm; the brakes excellent; the chain was 
well adjusted and oily; and the wheels 
were in perfect alignment — in short, a 
bike that was well used, but unusually 
well maintained. As most of its journeys 
had been long ones, engine and transmis- 
sion wear promised to be minimal. 

Certainly the engine started well, 
sounded quiet and idled reliably. A test 
ride revealed a performance that could 
not be seriously faulted. 

*That’s the one I want,’ said Bob, ‘but I 
want a year’s MoT on it.’ The dealer 
pointed out its certificate, valid for a 
further eight months. Bob agreed to buy. 
‘L-plates at my time of life,’ he com- 
plained with a smile. 


A tough bike for a teenager 
Mark Price, from Croydon, is 18 and 
loves bikes to distraction —a passion that 
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terrifies his parents. He clears £39 a week 
by servicing duplicating and print 
machinery, and promised himself a 400cc 
four-cylinder Honda CB400 as soon as he 
passed his test — which he had just done 
on a friend’s 175cc Honda. His new buy 
would be his first bike, although he still 
owned a moped. 

Mark reckoned that he had enough 
saved for the initial deposit, but we 
pointed out that he was going to have to 
find almost £20 every week to cover hire 
purchase, insurance, petrol, road tax and 
maintenance costs for what is an obsolete 
and highly complex machine requiring 
expensive spares. Mark eventually 
agreed to settle for something smaller and 
cheaper than the £600-plus middleweight. 
‘But nothing less than a 250, and that’s 
absolutely final!’ 

We went searching for a cheap Honda 
CB250 — a tough, four-stroke touring 
twin. Initially, Mark wanted a sports 
250cc two-stroke of some sort, but, 
despite the claims of their aficionados, 
the mechanical simplicity of sports two- 
strokes is achieved only at the cost of 
expensive engine components and a need 
for the strictest maintenance disciplines: 
an apparently simple seizure on some 
models is enough to warrant a complete 
crankshaft, piston and barrel replace- 
ment — all of which can be caused by a 
maladjusted contact-breaker gap or oil 
metering pump... 

After combing eight or nine backstreet 
secondhand-bike dealers in south Lon- 
don, we eventually found what we were 
looking for in a lock-up shed at the back of 
a reputable big dealer. At first, he was 
unwilling to admit to stocking any old 
hacks, but, when we pointed out that we 
were willing to sign an agreement releas- 
ing him from any responsibility for the 
machine, he showed us in. 

Poor Mark was horrified with our 
choice — a 1970 Honda CB250 suffering 
from the following complaints: a broken 
exhaust valve that had scarred a piston 
crown and combustion chamber skull and 
valve seat (workshop mechanics had 
already opened up the engine); corrosion 
covering the entire machine, including 
the aluminium engine castings; a missing 
battery; seat badly torn; handlebars bent; 
a footrest bent; the silencer on the same 
side crushed; and the fuel tank badly 
dented. 

We borrowed our car’s battery and dis- 
covered that the Honda’s electrics were 
in first-class condition throughout. Close 
inspection suggested that careful work 
with a fine file and buffing would satisfac- 
torily return the piston and combustion 
chamber to efficient working condition, 
and a new valve and seat would complete 
the job. In all other respects, mechanical 
condition was excellent. After measuring 
the wheels and frame, it became obvious 
that crash damage was limited to the 
repairable footrest and the cheaply 
replaced handlebars and silencer — 
bought for £3 off another old Honda in the 
same lock-up; corrosion was purely a sur- 


face matter and could be cleaned off; the 
seat could be exchanged for a recon- 
ditioned one from a specialist; the fuel 
tank could be reshaped by a professional, 
then painted; and a new battery was sim- 
ple enough. We reckoned that £60 should 
cover the lot. 

The principal task involved was one of 
stripping the bike into its major compo- 
nent groups — wheels, suspension, frame 
and power unit — cleaning them, inspect- 
ing and readjusting the mechanical parts, 
painting the others, including the rusty 
rims and spokes, and then reassembling. 

The dealer wanted £80, we offered £50 
and the deal was clinched at £60. 

But why do it this way when, for £150, 
Mark could have bought a runner? There 
were four reasons: Mark was not 
involved in any extended financial 
agreement, and he could repair his very 
own bike as and when he could afford it; 
he would learn an invaluable amount of 
mechanical knowhow that would stand 
him in good stead all his life, even on cars; 
because of the amount of effort and skill 
he would put into renovating the 
machine, he would take great pride in his 
riding and be unlikely to risk damaging it 

. .or himself; and Mark’s parents would 
be bound to take an interest in, under- 
stand and even find pleasure in their son’s 
new-found mechanical skills. 

A fifth reason, of course, is that he 
would save £30 — enough to buy a crash 
helmet for the pillion passenger he was 
now allowed to carry... 


A ‘little bike’ for a young girl 

Lorna Lewis is 19 years old, lives in Wor- 
cestershire, and has to travel 14 miles to 
the farm where she has just started work. 
There is a bus she could catch, but the 
service doesn’t allow for the flexibility of 
working hours that her employer feels is 
necessary. 

After considering all the options, 
Lorna had come down in favour of a little 
motorcycle: ‘I can’t afford a car, and I 
would like something I can trust to get me 
to see my family in London from time to 
time. And it’s got to be able to take a big 
windscreen to keep me warm and dry in 
bad weather.’ 

Fortunately, Lorna used to be an 
enthusiastic long-distance cyclist, and 
she learned the rudiments of motorcycl- 
ing from an ex-boyfriend. Nevertheless, 
she had no idea at all of what make or 
model machine she either wanted or 
needed; and whatever we chose had to 
cost no more than £150 — that magic fig- 
ure again — and even then some form of 
easy-payment facility would be needed. 
This eliminated any chance of buying a 
glass-fibre fairing (Lorna’s ‘big 
windscreen’) — these pieces of equip- 
ment cost from £90 upwards. 

As always, we started with her nearest 
dealer — a Yamaha specialist with a 
choice of two DT125 models in stock; 
fine little 125s, too, but trail-bikes with 
knobbly tyres and a 2lin front wheel rim 
that eliminated any chance of fitting a 
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Blame it on the Mini Cooper S: 
that was the car that started it all. 
BMC turned its development 
boys loose on the power unit of 
the baby runabout, and the result 
was a car that dominated the 
international race and rally scene 
for the best part of a decade. 
More important, it was a produc- 
tion car that combined really 
exciting performance and hand- 
ling in a sensible package within 
the reach of anyone who could 
afford the insurance. 

Other manufacturers have 
struggled to find the formula, and 
a few have succeeded. But often, 
along the way, the original objec- 
tives were forgotten: a leather 
steering wheel and _ stick-on 
stripes seem rarely to boost a 
car’s performance... 

The new Fiat 127 Sport cer- 
tainly has all the cosmetic 
touches, but it also has an engine 
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that, on paper at least, promises a 
few turned heads. But DRIVE 
doesn’t believe everything: it 
reads in the paper. 


How it goes 

All Fiat 127s, bar the bottom-of- 
the-range 900L, are now powered 
by a Brazilian-built 1049cc 
overhead-camshaft engine. In the 
Sport’s case, modifications to the 
cylinder head and exhaust sys- 
tem, together with a twin-venturi 
Weber carburettor, combine to 
boost power from a respectable 
S50bhp at 5600rpm to a whopping 
70bhp at a prolific 6500rpm. 

A manual choke replaces the 
soft-life autochoke found on other 
1050 models — and it certainly 
doesn’t allow you to take things 


easy. Cold starts usually took two 
or three attempts, and we had to 
jiggle continually with the awk- 
wardly sited choke control to 
prevent stalling during the thank- 
fully short warm-up period. Once 
warmed, however, idling was 
smooth and reliable. 

A thrash on the gear lever, 
though, is what will put the colour 
back into the cheeks of Cooper 
aficionados: a standing-start dash 
to 60mph takes just 12.6sec, leav- 
ing the little Sport’s many super- 
mini rivals gasping. And it con- 
tinues to pull strongly up to 
7Omph, when performance tails 
off dramatically to a maximum of 
9l1mph. The tachometer is red- 
lined at 7200rpm, and one has to 
make full use of all that’s avail- 


able to get the best performance. 

Top-gear acceleration is no 
more than reasonable. 

But that gear change — so 
notchy, imprecise and with a ten- 
dency to baulk. And your pas- 
senger will have to sit well back to 
avoid being ‘kneecapped’ by the 
stout gear lever being whipped 
into second. The clutch managed 
a l-in-3 hill restart, but it was 
accompanied by plenty of wheel- 
scrabble, and take-up was strong 
enough to catch out our boy-racer 
with a couple of red-faced stalls. 

The Sport has slightly wider 
wheels than standard 127s, but, 
surprisingly, it has the same, nar- 
row, 135-section tyres; the front 
rollbar has been stiffened, but, 
otherwise, suspension and steer- 
ing remain as before. All of which 
seems to suggest that Sport- 
buyers are being ‘done’. In fact, 
the bog-standard 127 has always 


been a rather superior supermini 
when it comes to agile and 
responsive roadholding and hand- 
ling — exciting, fun, plenty of 
road ‘feel’, and a degree of sen- 
sitivity that is unrivalled in its 
class. Cornering is flat and well 
balanced. In short, all 127s are 
sporty. Why change anything for 
a Sport badge? 

The thing that disappointed us 
most about the Sport was its driv- 
ing position. After superminis 
such as the Ford Fiesta or Volks- 
wagen Polo, with their clever 
knack of making you feel as 
though you are behind the wheel 
of a real car, the 127 seems very 
| mini-like. Close-up drivers will 
feel bunched up, while the tall will 
find insufficient legroom and the 
wheel too far away. 

And the pedals: small pads, 
everything set to the left, an 
uncomfortable angle of attack on 
the accelerator — all too, too 
Italian. Our testers also tended to 
catch a foot under the steering 
column, and one has to park an 
idle left foot under, rather than 
next to, the clutch pedal. 

The large seats give reasonably 
good back and lateral support, but 


they are so wide that it is difficult 
to reach the recline mechanism 
when they are set right back. And 
the chunky, leather-bound steer- 
ing wheel was a little too chunky 
for our liking and set too high fora 
comfortable reach. 

A trio of colour-coded column 
stalks within easy finger-tip reach 
of the wheel operate the intermit- 
tent and single-speed wipers with 
electric screenwash (on the right) 
and indicators and lights (on the 
left). A bank of four rocker 
switches grouped together on the 
right of the facia are unlit and 
awkward to find at night. 

The instrument pack is reason- 
ably comprehensive, including 
oil-pressure and water- 
temperature gauges, but there is 
no trip recorder nor tenth-of-a- 
mile figures on the odometer. 
There is a good array of warning 
lamps, although shorter drivers 
are almost certain to find some 
masked by the steering-wheel 
boss. 

We didn’t like the two small 
sports-type door mirrors much, 
but deep glass areas and an accu- 
rately dipping interior mirror 
ensure reasonable all-round vis- 


ion. . . although compromised in 
wet weather by wipers that, 
despite having been converted to 
righthand drive, still leave some 
nasty blind spots — a fault that 
afflicts the rear-screen wiper, too. 


How comfortable 

By small-car standards, the 127 
rides extremely well, dealing sur- 
prisingly ably with the badly 
broken-up tarmac that’s still to be 
found on minor roads after the 
hard winter of 1978/1979. It is 
generally more relaxed and 
absorbent at low speeds, and one 
is always aware of the nature of 
the road surface but seldom 
offended by it. Increased speed 
aggravates matters, but it never 
degenerates into anything really 
violent. 

When it comes to other areas of 
refinement, though, the Fiat 
compares less favourably with its 
rivals. It would be all too easy to 
dismiss the engine’s deep induc- 
tion roar and the sporty exhaust 
rasp as being in character, but it 
can also be wearing around town 
or, together with wind noise and 
transmission whine, on a long, 
high-speed trip. And it’s not the 


FIAT 127 SPORT 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £38.52 (fitting 4.3hr) 
exhaust £60.85 (0.9hr) 

headlamp unit £18.80 (0.2hr) 

front bumper £20.59 (0.35hr) 
laminated windscreen £61.48 (1hr) 


oil filter and points £4.56 (0.3hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (3.2hr) 


Insurance group 4 
Warranty tyr unlimited: 2yr/24,000 miles 
on most major parts; 2yr on anti-rust 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £216 

Capital interest £188 

New-cost inflation £330 

Total standing costs=£734 (6.12 per mile 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.20gal) £464 

Insurance (av) £153 

Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £157 

Total running costs=£846 (7.05p per mile 
Total ownership £1580 (13.7p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Fiat 127 Sport 

Ford Fiesta 1300S 
Peugeot 104ZS 
Renault 5TS 
Volkswagen Polo GLS 
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ACCELERATION Times in sec 


MPH _ | THROUGH 


IN TOP GEAR 


: BRAKES — pedal pressure and responses 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 


——| 


TOP SPEEDS 


max engine speed 
used 7200rpm; 


10 20 30 40 50 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75 % stop 


COR Oe cO OO ma OO 


Handbrake 30% ‘Best stop 98% Consumption — normal range 
80 maximum \gradient : short journey, suburban 27mpg 
in motorway — 7Omph cruising 27%mpg 
70 | [ hard driving, heavy traffic 28mpqg 
o mixed roads — brisk, 50mph cruising 32mpg 
60 ie | le quiet rural — 40mph cruising 36Yempg 
S a Typical mpg overall 31mpg 
50 = 3 L Realistic isk range 170 miles/5vzgal 
2 s Consumption at steady speeds 
Oo 30mph 46mp 
40 = g 
s Ea i 56mph 33Vempg 
oe 
30 bee 7O0mph 27%4mpg 
ao | | max mph 18mpg 
20 


SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy 
absorbing? No 
front seats: secure 
mounts? Yes 
head restraint? Yes 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? Yes 
doors: crashproof? Yes 

childproof? Yes 


max in top 6400rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? No petrol: spillproof? No 

standing % mile 48lb at start; 38Ib in constant use; 40Ib in severe use convenient? No _ brakes: failsafe? Yes 

19sec Watersplash immediate recovery rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? Yes 
ENGINE FUEL MAXIMUM 30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 

ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 

PRICE (£) (CC) (MPG) (MPH) GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC) (%g/Ib) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) (FT) 

3771 1049 31 91 18.1 27.7 98/55 te Slee 38% 37 342/32 

3967 1298 38 93 14.6 28.2 97/50 Wa ene 40 39% 342/31 Ve 

4098 1124 35% 97 L5U7 27.2 88/60 10’ 10" 40% 32% 344/31 V2 

3966 1289 36% 93 14.6 23.4 100/45 ae (ee 38 34% 334/322 

3921 1093 39 87 18.9 24.7 96/70 We ee 40 36 394/30V2 
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car to absorb a clumsy driver’s 
mistake in the way that a Polo or 
Fiesta does, either. 

Like Ford, Fiat uses a lot of 
black inside its Sports models — 
carpets, facia, door and seat trim, 
even the headlining; with tinted 
glass, too, entering the interior is 
like returning to the womb. Better 
equipped, though — push-button 
radio that can be removed at the 
push of another button, clock, 
grab rails, cigar lighter. 

Pity Fiat isn’t more generous 
with oddments space: all you get 
is a small shelf under the facia and 
a tiny bin forward of the gear 
lever. The rear load canopy is 
shaped to take a few odds and 
ends, but we wouldn’t recom- 
mend carrying anything heavy 
there, for safety’s sake. 

The tailgate can be opened with 
or without a key, rising, along 
with the load canopy, on twin gas 
struts without too much human 
effort. The boot area is among the 
largest in the supermini class, and 
there’s no spare wheel to worry 
about: that’s up in the engine 
compartment. The boot’s nicely 
carpeted, but has a small sill over 
which heavy items have to be 
lifted. The canopy unclips easily 
for the stowage of larger items, 
but it has to be removed com- 
pletely rather than be lowered 
flush with the rear-seat backrest. 
The split rear seat back folds 
down in half-portions, with the 
split cushion lifting up to form a 
safety barrier for those sitting in 
the front seat. 

Triggers on the sides of the 
front seats release the backrests 
to allow entry into the rear, but 
we still found it very awkward 


getting in and out: you have to 
duck your head; foot space is 
limited unless the front seats are 
moved right forward; and the 
cheap wire check-links that Fiat 
uses on the doors are next to no 
good at all. Once in, the back rest 
was set much too erect for our 
liking, and there is little lateral 
support, so one tends to slide 
about on cornering. Leg- and 
kneeroom is second only to the 
Fiesta’s, but Fiat really should do 
a ERE eR Ew eS aD 
HOW GOOD 

At-a-glance 

DRIVE's verdict on the Fiat 127 Sport, 
taking into consideration its rivals, 
its price and what kind of car 

it's meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
08060080 


FUEL ECONOMY 
Oe 


HANDLING/STEERING 
080860688 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
eee 


INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
©0000000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
0000 


DRIVER AIDS 
ese 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
©000000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
C0COOe 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
eee 


something to improve overall 
comfort in the back. 

Heating and ventilation 
arrangements are rather crude: 
two simple slides act as a sort of 
do-it-yourself air-blending sys- 
tem, and there are a couple of 
small under-facia flaps that direct 
the flow to the floor or through the 
two facia vents. Two problems: 
there is no means of achieving a 
cool-face/warm-feet atmosphere; 
and, if cool air is directed through 
the facia vents, the closed floor 
flaps leak unwanted draughts. 
Screen demisting, however, is 
prompt, and opening front quar- 
terlights and ventilation from 
hinged rear quarters takes the 
sting out of hot days. 


How safe 

Not so long ago, we would have 
given a tired sigh at the news of 
Fiat using a brake servo, but, 
over the past year or so, the com- 
pany seems to have learned a few 
tricks about servo assistance. 
Our brake chart shows a good 
steady progression up to an excel- 
lent 98%-of-g stop for a sensible 
55lb pedal load — just what the 
tester ordered. Brake fade isn’t a 
problem, either; in fact, perfor- 
mance seems to improve a little as 
the linings warm up. Recovery 
from our water test was immedi- 
ate, too, and, with the handbrake 
holding firmly on a 1-in-3 hill, the 
brakes sailed through our tests 
with distinction. 

The Sport’s roadholding on the 
limit or in an accident-avoiding 
manoeuvre is in the best front- 
drive tradition: the nose of the car 
runs progressively wide on fast 
cornering, scrubbing off speed 


the faster one travels, and back- 
ing off the accelerator restores the 
car to a proper line. Unlike 127s 
we have met in the past, there was 
no risk of the tail swinging round 
in extreme conditions. 

If the worst should happen, we 
would like more safety padding 
inside, particularly around the 
laminated screen. The inertia-reel 
seatbelts annoyed us by locking 
up every time we reached for the 
heater controls, and the long 
centre stalks dug into rib cages. 


How strong 
Fiat’s two-year anti-corrosion 
watranty is more than one gets 
from most manufacturers; on the 
other hand, Renault and Volk- 
swagen give five and six years 
respectively. Like them, Fiat’s 
among the most-adventurous car 
makers in its approach to rust- 
proofing, although it has often fal- 
len down on attention to detail. 
The standard of finish on our 
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Sport was, however, most im- 
pressive — a good coating of pvc 
was applied to the floorpan, with 
heavy wax covering any missed 
areas, plastic shields under the 
front wheelarches and wax 
injected into the box sections. 
Several paint blemishes and one 
or two dull panels spoiled the 
metallic paintwork, but we liked 
the plastic bumpers that stand 
proud of the bodywork, and the 
broad, plastic waistline strips on 
the side panels. 

Mudflaps, however, were no- 
table by their absence — large 
amounts of road filth cover the 
side panels on wet days — but the 
lack of external adornment does 
help on washdays. Inside, the 
carpets cannot be removed eas- 
ily, but, aided by a vacuum 
cleaner, valeting is not difficult. 

Attention to mechanical and 
electrical detail is good, but Fiat 
hasn’t enjoyed the best reputation 
for long-term reliability in the 


\" 


Top: estate for two or hatch for four. 
Above: engine, and removable radio. 
past; time will tell if things have 
improved with the 127 Sport. 


How much 

It’s very nice to race away from 
red-faced, larger-engined-car 
drivers, but such acceleration has 
its price .. . at the petrol pump. 
At 3lmpg overall, the Sport is 
4-7mpg heavier than rivals, and 
8mpg worse off than the standard 
1050 Fiat 127. Take things gently, 
and you may get into the mid-30s, 
but hard drivers will be lucky to 
escape the high-20s. Mind you, an 
odometer that reads 612% fast will 
seem to do wonders for your con- 
sumption... 

The tank is quick to fill, but its 
meagre capacity restricts your 
range between refills. There is, 
however, a low-level warning 
lamp and a lockable fuel cap. 

The Sport undercuts most of its 
obvious rivals by £100-200-plus, 


All measurements in inches 


#23 
/-kerbweight 16cwt 
yy Overall length 11ft 11¥%in 
// overall width 5ft OY%in 
overall height 4ft 5%in 


ENGINE 

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 76mm 
borex57.8mm_ stroke=1049cc; 5 main 
bearings; iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.8:1 

Valve gear overhead camshaft (shim 
adjustment), driven by cogged belt 
Fuel system one Weber twin-venturi 34 
DM TR47 carburettor, fed by mechanical 
pump from 6Yzgal tank with low level warn- 
ing lamp — no reserve 

Max power (DIN-net) 70Obhp at 
6500rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 61.5/b ft at 
4500rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch diaphragm spring, single dry 
plate, cable operated; pedal load/travel: 
28\b/5in 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.91:1, second 2.06:1, 
third 1.35:1, top 0.96:1, reverse 3.62:1 
Final drive 4.46:1 to front wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 14.5mph in top gear 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — front: independent Mac- 
Pherson damper/struts with integral coil 
springs and anti-roll bar 

rear: independent MacPherson damper/ 
struts with lower wishbones and transverse 
leaf spring 

Dampers telescopic type all round 
Steering rack and pinion, 3% turns bet- 
ween full locks; turning circles average 
32ft between kerbs, with 5234ft in response 
to one turn of the wheel 

Wheels 412B steel with 1385SR13 radial- 
ply tyres (Goodyear G800S on test car) 
Brakes dual-line hydraulics; servoed 
discs front, drums rear; load sensitive rear 


valve 


and it’s undeniably well equip- 


ped. Group 4 insurance is on the 
high side of average, and parts 
prices — by no means outlandish 
by importers’ standards — aren’t 
as cheap as those of home-grown 
products. 

The handbook is not over- 
helpful to the home mechanic — 
we do wish that settings were 
given in the imperial measures we 
all know and/or love, as well as 
metric — and it tends to make 
some of the repair jobs look a lot 
easier than they are; there are 
superminis around that are much 
less demanding to work on. 

Major servicing is scheduled 
for every 12,000 miles, with minor 
checks at the 6000-mile marks, 
and, with 400 Fiat UK dealers, 
you shouldn’t have much trouble 
finding help. The mechanical 
watranty terms are one year, 
parts and labour, with a second 
year, up to 24,000 miles, on major 
parts. 


Verdict 

We have to hand it to the Fiat 127 
Sport: it sets out to excite, and we 
were excited. Performance, 
roadholding and general handling 
set a standard that few can start to 
match. It’s also very competitively 
priced, and it appears to be well- 
enough built and protected against 
rust to stay the course. 

On the debit side, there’s that 
driving position, and you have to 
try hard to drive smoothly. Gen- 
eral noise levels did little for us, 
either, and, with fuel prices the 
way they are, we would be looking 
to go a lot farther on each gallon. 
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THE NEW SUPERSPEED AIR PUMP. 


Quite simply plug the Super Speed 
Air Pump into your car’s cigarette 
lighter socket or connect it to the 12 
volt DC battery in your car or boat. 
Then this compact little workhorse 
with its high speed motor gearbox and 
piston compressor will inflate airbeds, 
dinghys, bicycle tyres or footballs in 
next to no time. Even flat car tyres 
can be inflated in minutes. 

It comes complete with rubber hose 
and locking valve connector, high 
pressure and cone adaptors 
plus a 12 volt power lead and 
plug — all stowed neatly 
inside an attractive and 
durable case measuring only 
8in x Sin x 24in and 
weighing only 1.5 kilos. 

At this super low direct 
purchase price every family 
can afford its own 
mini-compressor. 


Buy the New Super Speed Air 
Pump and take the puff out of 


pumping. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Pressure Gauge 


This tough nylon screw-in tyre gauge 
designed to fit the Super Speed and 
produced by England’s leading 
manufacturer of pressure gauges has an 
easy to read 2in dial. Made to stringent 
British Standards it can measure 
pressures up to 100 
p.s.i. (6 in Bar) with an 
accuracy of over 99%. 

Remember, correct 
tyre pressures are a 
legal requirement and 
they increase miles per 
gallon too! 


Only £3.20 


(plus p&p) 


A tough Mini Compressor for Only £14.95. 


(plus p&p) 


NNN 


Credit Card Holders may telephone 24 hours a day 
on fF 0962 65996 and place orders immediately 
without completing the coupon. 
And if you’re not completely satisfied we shall be 
pleased to refund your money if you return your 
Super Speed or Pressure Gauge in good condition 
within 14 days. 
PEREEROST Nica noone 
No stamp required just complete and 
send this coupon to:- NEW CONCEPT, 
DEPT. D/380M FREEPOST, 
WINCHESTER SO23 8BR. 
Please send me ___ Super Speed Air 
Pump(s) at £16.15 inc. £1.20 p & p and 
i insurance. 
Please send me___ Pressure Gauge(s) at 
} £3.45 inc. £0.25 p & p and insurance. 


I enclose cheque/postal order for £____ 
F or please charge my Access/Barclaycard 


No 


Signature Hi 


| Name —___ : — | Lise Accoms here 


j Address, 


|New Concept — 


NEW CONCEPT, A Division of Ulundi Ltd., 


14 St. Georges St., Winchester SO23 8BR. 
Registered England No. 1321067. 
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A Sunbeam lights up our Club 
with the first of five checks that 
will chart its first year’s prog- 
ress. Below, the milestones in 
our departing Volvo’s life 


Up to 
scratch? 


T TOOK three disappointing 

Datsuns in a row to shake 
Mary Lee’s faith in Japan, but 
now she has had enough. Mary 
switched her allegiance from the 
Far East to the Far North (Lin- 
wood, Strathclyde, in fact) in her 
search for reliable wheels, opting 
for a Talbot Sunbeam 1.3GL. 

DRIVE, meanwhile, wanted 
someone for a Sunbeam long- 
term test, and, within hours of 
collecting her new car, 23-year- 
old Mary was signing on fora year 
with our Club. 

Mary, from Riseley, near 
Reading, is a secretary with the 
local branch of the National Far- 
mers Union; so, although the 
Sunbeam will live in a garage, it is 
in for rough treatment down farm- 
yard tracks and over muddy 
fields. It sounds like a life better 


suited to a Land-Rover; perhaps 
that’s why the Datsuns suffered. 

Why pick a Sunbeam? Mary 
explained: ‘My uncle has a Talbot 
Horizon, and it has gone well; my 
cousin has a Talbot Alpine, and 
he likes that; and I have a friend 
who owns a Sunbeam. I thought 


Safe conduct 


Res sAY that the big Volvo 
is built like a tank; the rest 
maintain it just looks like one. 
Either way, it seemed a strange 
choice of car for a young woman 
— or so we thought when 27- 
year-old Sheila Platt, of Guild- 
ford, Surrey, joined our Long- 
Term-Test Club a year ago. 
Our Volvo buyer had good 
reasons, however, for spending 
£5317 onanew 244DL, instead of 
opting for something more sporty 
and lightweight. Top of her list 
was the fact that she had already 
enjoyed three years and 59,000 
miles of virtually trouble-free 
motoring in her first 244DL. And 
she was, as befits a skilled facial 
surgeon, most impressed by the 
car’s safety record: ‘I feel really 
safe only in large cars. And, 
because I drive to Lancashire 
several times a year to visit my 
family, I needed comfort, too.’ 
Check 1 
22 January 1979 — 280 miles 
Sheila’s DRIVE year started witha 
celebration: Romans of Woking, 
her local Volvo dealer, sent her 
on her way with a free tankful of 
petrol and a bottle of champagne 
— all included in the £5317 deal. 
Very nice; but, even before she 
popped the cork, Sheila drove 
straight to the AA’s technical 
services headquarters in Basing- 
stoke, Hampshire, where 
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engineer Bernard Tasker went to 
work on the new Volvo... 

First thing our man spotted was 
the badly hung driver’s door — 
something Sheila had already 
found for herself. Then, using an 
endoscope probe, he saw small 
areas of rust behind the rear 
wings. The insides of the doors 
had been given scant corrosion 
protection, but the generous 
underbody treatment had been 
too generous — patches of pet- 
roleum wax on the exhaust pipe 
were resulting in a nasty smell 
when things hotted up. Tasker 
also noted excess sealant round 
the rear screen rubber, and some 
insecure brightwork. 

The engine idling speed flut- 
tered between 800 and 1200rpm 


the Sunbeam looked a good buy at 
the price, too.’ 

It was enough to make Mary 
trade in her two-year-old Datsun 
120Y at the Reading Garage, in 
Christchurch Road, for a 
middle-of-the-road price of 
£1700, parting with £1966 to make 


and the engine was difficult to 
restart when it was hot. All the 
tyre pressures were incorrect, 
there was a slight steering bias to 
the left and excess play on the 
nearside front wheel bearing. 
And the offside wiper blade was 
fouling the windscreen surround. 
Check 2 

5 February 1979 — 1100 miles 
Sheila returned to the AA’s 
workshop with the car, where our 
man found that not all the faults 
had been attended to at the first 
service. ‘My fault,’ admitted 
Sheila. ‘I didn’t draw the garage’s 
attention to them... 

Even so, Romans had cor- 
rected the idle speed, and the 
track rods had been adjusted to 
sort out the steering bias; the bad 
news was that there was now a 
slight bias to the right. The engine 
still did not want to start when it 
was hot, and the front wheel- 


a 


Stuart McPherson 


up the difference. Her only extras 
were an £86 radio/cassette — 
which, the dealer told her, nor- 
mally retailed at £130 — and an 
underbody protection treatment 
for £46. 

Everything went smoothly. 
Said Mary: ‘I didn’t have to wait 
at all, and the dealer was very 
helpful — not pushy, or anything. 
He just explained the car to me 
and let me make up my own mind. 
It was a toss-up between the Sun- 
beam and a Renault 5. 

‘I must admit, I was dubious of 
buying a ‘‘Chrysler’’ — well, the 
company has had its problems, 
hasn’t it. But people I know con- 
vinced me to go ahead. I'll be 
keeping it for two years, then I'll 
change again. Another Sunbeam? 
I'll see how this one goes.’ 

The Datsun story is worth 
hearing. Mary passed her test at 
17 and bought a secondhand 
Cherry. She was pleased with it, 
but the bodywork was poor. So 
she splashed out on a brand-new 
Cherry . . . and that ‘rusted very 
quickly’, too. Hoping for ‘third 
time lucky’, she bought a new 
120Y .. . but that rusted as well. 
And Mary felt, too, that the Dat- 
sun dealer had shown no interest 
in putting matters right, once 
she’d signed on the dotted line. 

The question is: will the Sun- 


bearing’s play was still there. 

Said Sheila: ‘I really am very 
happy with the car. It’s a distinct 
improvement on my first Volvo, 
and I’m looking forward to driv- 
ing it for at least three years.’ 
Check 3 
21 May 1979 — 6184 miles 
The winter had faded into mem- 
ory, and it was spring when Sheila 
called again. She’d had, as they 
say in her business, a nose-job: 
‘I’d parked the car in the hospital 
carpark as usual, and, next thing, 
someone came to tell me there 
had been an accident involving 
my car. It seems the handbrake 
on someone else’s car had failed, 
and it rolled down a slope ... 
smack-bang into mine.’ 

By the time we saw it, how- 
ever, the damage had been 
repaired, and Sheila was the not- 
too-proud owner of a new front 
wing. 

Tasker praised the repair work 
as being of a good standard, but 
he noted: ‘The paint does not 
have the same depth of lustre as 
the original panels, and could, I 
feel, be improved. A short section 
of the mounting face, adjacent to 
the bonnet hinge spring, has not 
been fully painted, and the lamp- 
cluster insulation is still showing 
signs of damage.’ 

Our man also found slight play 
at both front wheel bearings, and 
he spotted an oil leak at the off- 
side rear hub that called for 
prompt attention. 

Taking to the road, he com- 
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ionitor the first year in the life of a reader’s new car 


beam still be shining in two years’ 
time? AA engineer Glyn Marrett 
met Mary and her car at the 
Basingstoke headquarters, and 
set out to make some forecasts. 
On the bodywork, both head- 
jamp rims were rusty and needed 
replacing, and there was a trace of 
messy mastic sealant around the 
offside rear lights. The headlamp 
lenses hadn't been washed clean 
— they were still smeared with 
delivery wax — and the driver’s- 
door weatherseal kept sticking to 
the door pillar. 

There was a small paint chip at 
the top of the tailgate, and rust 
was settling in where the front 
valance met the offside wing. 

Inside, Marrett spotted that a 
tiny plastic plug was missing from 
a rear seatbelt anchorage point, 
screen sealant needed cleaning 
off the nearside rear-quarter- 
panel upholstery, and there was a 
small blemish on the carpet 
weave. Acceptable, perhaps, but 
no one could say that about the 
water sloshing around in the spare- 
wheel well: it was rust coloured, 
and there was plenty of it... 

Marrett noted the noisy tap- 
pets, but he wrote them off as a 
Sunbeam characteristic. Some- 
thing needed doing, however, 
about the oil leak from the 
timing-chain-cover seal, and 


plained that the engine ‘pinked’ 
under load, the windscreen wip- 
ers were noisy and that the offside 
wiper blade still fouled the screen 
surround. 


The faulty door, however, had . 


been rehung, and Romans had 
loaned her a car free of charge 
while it did the work. 

Check 4 

19 July 1979 — 9064 miles 

The car was now six months old, 
and Sheila was more convinced 
than ever that she had picked the 
right one for the job. 

Tasker went to work again, 
reporting: ‘The damaged lamp- 
cluster insulation has been 
replaced, but the paint faults on 
‘the wing are still there. Most 
horizontal surfaces, most notice- 
ably the bonnet, now show ‘spot- 
ting’ and paint marks that were 
‘not there in May.’ 
_ Sheila had noticed the same 
marks on other makes of car in the 
‘hospital carpark. Tasker assumed 
that the problem was being 
caused by ‘industrial fallout’. 
He continued: ‘The boot lid, 

and, to a lesser extent, the roof, 
display deep scratches consistent 
with heavy objects being dragged 
across the car.’ Sheila knew the 
answer to that one. Her neigh- 
-bours in the hospital carpark 
appeared to have little respect for 
other people’s property, and 
ested heavy bags on her car 
while opening their own. Drag- 
ing them off caused the damage. 
Near the end of the test drive, 
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about a carburettor that was set to 
run decidedly rich. Our carbon- 
monoxide meter gave a reading of 
9%. The legal maximum is 32%. 

Mary’s £46 rustproofing treat- 
ment had missed three areas: the 
nearside chassis longitudinal 
member above the engine cross- 
bearer, the offside flitch panel 
inboard of the suspension strut, 


the clutch pedal stuck momentar- 
ily at a point almost at the end of 
its travel. It happened just the 
once, and Tasker couldn’t coax 
an action replay; but Sheila 
admitted that it had happened a 
couple of times to her and was 
causing worry. 

‘It’s not an indication of an 
impending catastrophe,’ reas- 
sured Tasker, ‘but something 
needs attention. If the release 
mechanism doesn’t fully retract 
when you lift your foot, it could 
cause release-bearing wear and 
shorten the life of the clutch.’ 

The wheel-bearing play was 
still there, and, although not 
dangerous, it called for adjust- 
ment. ‘Bar that,’ said Tasker ‘this 
is an excellent vehicle which, 
given Sheila’s enthusiastic own- 
ership, will doubtless give many 
miles of good service.’ 

Check 5 

19 October 1979 — 14,732 miles 
Sheila moved to Birmingham and 
a new job as a lecturer at a dental 
college. To fit in with her new 
address, the next inspection was 
carried out at the AA’s main 


where tape had been removed, 
and areas above both rear 
springs. 

On the road test, Marrett cured 
the hard ride by reducing the tyre 
pressures from their set 30psi all 
round to the manufacturer’s 
recommendation of 22psi. At 
least Mary would be driving home 
in greater comfort. 


. . . Sie 
vehicle-inspection centre at West 


Bromwich. 

The Volvo arrived just after a 
service at the Guildford garage. 
Romans had repaired the sticking 
clutch without being asked — no 
charge — and also surprised 
Sheila by replacing — again no 
charge — the damaged 
windscreen trim. 

AA engineer Alan Haynes was 
entrusted with having the last 
word on the Volvo, and he set out 
to out-Tasker Tasker: a six-page 
report covered everything from a 
tiny chip in the laminated 
windscreen to assorted oil leaks. 

Haynes found the oil level 
dangerously low, and sent Sheila 
off to buy some. While she was 
gone, he investigated further and 
found oil dripping from the rear- 
axle level plug, the gearbox and 
the engine sump. Her garage 
would have to clean up the mess 
to trace the source of the oil. 

Gas was escaping from various 
exhaust-pipe joints, but not 
enough to make Sheila cough, and 


DRIVE readers will also be able to 
follow the fortunes of five AA- 
owned Sunbeam 1.3GLs, as our 
tests show up faults that are typical 
or unique. Below is what we found 
after the dealer’s pre-delivery 


checks TIL yp 


oil was leaking from the 
nearside-front shock absorber. 

Looking for movement in the 
steering column, he found plenty, 
and traced the cause to an in- 
secure pinch bolt at the base of 
the column — an essential repair. 
And he noted that the play was 
still there in both front hubs — a 
service job. 

Sheila was dismayed, for she 
had been planning to drive the 
best part of 100 miles, from the 
AA centre to Bolton . . . and it 
was 4pm on a Friday. A call to a 
local Volvo dealer produced the 
longed-for response: ‘Bring the 
car straight over and we'll fix it 
now.’ She did, and they did. 

Sheila set off to Bolton and the 
blue horizon with her faith in 
Volvos: unshaken. Without the 
eagle-eyed Haynes, however, she 
would have been lucky to arrive 
in one piece. And she might have 
needed all those Volvo tank-like 
qualities... 
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magistrate at Bexley Court, south Lon- 
don, and a member of the Magistrates 
Association’s road-traffic committee: 
‘The police are fully stretched. Goodness 
knows how many motorists get away with 
things. You’ve only to spend five minutes 
on the road to see many people breaking 
the law. Only a fraction of a percentage 
end up in court. Remember, too, that an 
enormous number of drivers who are 
stopped receive only a verbal caution.’ 
How many, though, are really unsafe? 
A Transport and Road Research 
Laboratory study of careless-driving 
offenders indicates that they are likely to 
use their mirrors less than non-convicted 
motorists, give fewer signals, display 
more extremes of overtaking behaviour, 
drive faster in derestricted zones, show 
more lapses of concentration, carry out 
more unnecessary manoeuvres and take 
more risks. They also admit to being 
involved in twice as many accidents. 
The key question hanging over the 
government working-party, however, is: 
why do so many motorists not think twice 
after collecting two endorsements? 
John Home: ‘I still take calculated 
risks. I justify them to myself. All right, I 
may be a “‘persistent offender’ in the 
eyes of the law, but I only ever put my 
foot down when it’s safe. I don’t consider 
myself to be a danger. 
‘I feel that the law is outdated. Virtu- 
ally every car made today can comfort- 
ably exceed the 70mph limit, which, in 
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my view, is thoroughly unrealistic on 
motorway-type roads. It really is a lottery 
whether or not you get nabbed.’ 

‘His view is typical,’ says Dr Don 
Taylor, who has investigated risk-taking 
at the TRRL. ‘Nearly all offending 
motorists believe that their convictions 
are no more than bad luck. They blame 
everyone and everything but themselves: 
the unfairness of the system, the police 
for ‘“‘hounding’’ the poor motorist, some- 
times even the circumstances that led to 
them being stopped. Few make the effort 
to change their driving habits. 

‘The roads would be a lot safer and the 
courts less like Piccadilly Circus in the 
rush-hour if, after committing an offence, 
drivers questioned their ability and took 
steps to develop good habits.’ 

In common with many who drive for a 
living, John Home also argues forcibly 
that the high mileage he records should be 
taken into account by the law because it 
increases his chances of being pulled up 
by the police. Dr Taylor counters: ‘What 
professional drivers should impress on 
themselves is that they have more reason 
for restraint. Their jobs depend on it.’ 

In Dr Taylor’s eyes, the glaring defi- 
ciency of the current penal code is that it 
does not actively seek to improve offen- 
ders’ driving: ‘Fines and bans don’t make 
people better drivers. The system should 
educate as well as punish. It should, for 
instance, invite persistent lawbreakers to 
take re-training courses. This would not 
only stand a reasonable chance of chang- 
ing attitudes and habits; it may also make 
offenders question their driving ability 
and acknowledge blame.’ 

The London borough of Greenwich’s 
road-safety officer, Bill Edwards, cer- 
tainly would like to see magistrates give 
three-endorsement motorists the option 
of joining a better-driving class run by a 
local authority — ‘Reports of how they 
got on could then be considered by the 
court before sentence is given.’ 

Seven years ago, Bill Edwards carried 
out an experiment with 50 motorists. 
After attending five lectures on better- 
driving, participants’ driving standards 
were checked on the road and the results 
compared with their performances on a 
pre-course assessment drive. The inci- 
dence of good-driving aspects rose by 
28%, while manoeuvres considered by 
the examiners to be in need of improve- 
ment fell by a third. 

Elsewhere in Europe, the W German 
Flensburg points system allows for such 
re-training. ‘Score’ 13 points within two 
years (eight for those with a previous dis- 
qualification), and motorists are given the 
option of taking five double lessons, at 
their own expense, from appointed driv- 
ing schools. After the course, three 
points are deducted from their totals. 

At 14 points, offenders must submit to 
a written examination, and, if they fail, to 
a driving test. They’re allowed two 
chances; if they don’t pass, their licences 
are withdrawn. Even at the 18-point limit, 
disqualification isn’t automatic. A driver 


is banned only if he twice fails a medical 
and psychological check. 

In 1978, the most recent year for which 
figures are available, only 6000 W Ger- 
man motorists were ordered off the road, 
though 59,000 gathered 14 points or more 
and 36,000 reached 18 points. Written 
warnings were sent to 225,000 motorists 
on nine points; 5000 drivers with previous 
disqualifications accrued 14 points; and 
4000 scored 18 points. 

Unlike Britain’s licence endorsements, 
which remain current for three years, W 
German points for minor offences are 
wiped out after two conviction-free 
years. More-serious cases are kept on 
record for five years, and criminal driving 
indictments stay with the offender for 10. 

Clearly, the government working- 
party has a tough job on its hands as it 
ponders which system is best for Britain. 
As other countries have found, no 
method is perfect. (In W Germany, too, 
for instance, there is a strong lobby 
demanding that some leeway should be 
given to high-mileage drivers, but, so far, 
no practical solution has emerged.) 

One thing is certain: there would surely 
be an outcry in Gt Britain if, on accruing 
maximum points, offenders were denied 
the right of a ‘second chance’ to keep 
their licences. So if court time is to be 
saved by sparing magistrates the argu- 
ments about excessive hardship, and if a 
method is to be found that, at the same 
stroke, offers potentially remedial 
benefits, perhaps the working-party 
should take a long, hard look at the W 
German example and consider some 
form of test or retraining? 

Courts already have the power to 
require disqualified drivers to retake the 
official driving test before being allowed 
back on to the road, and, in 1978, this 
additional sentence was meted out to 
1150 offenders. But there is little doubt 
that government would not be prepared 
to put extra pressure on DoT examina- 
tion centres, many of which are already 
overwhelmed by applications from 
L-candidates: in some areas, there is a 
six-month waiting list for tests. 

Retraining, too, is not that simple. 
Unlike W Germany, Britain’s driving 
instructors do not undergo an official 
three-month course to learn their craft, so 
Whitehall would be hard pressed to 
approve any existing motoring schools. 

On paper, then, Bill Edwards’ sugges- 
tion would seem to command attention. If 
offenders, at the end of a local-authority 
(or even an Institute of Advanced Motor- 
ists) course, showed definite improve- 
ment in driving ability and attitude, thena 
court could indeed exercise discretion. 
Failure, however, would result in a ban. 

Above all, the working-party has to 
safeguard against any shortcomings in the 
present system being passed on to what- 
ever might take its place. Meanwhile, for 
all our sakes, let’s keep our fingers cros- 
sed that the reform in the making will 
prove a winner. And not just on points. 

ROY JOHNSTONE and MIKE HILL 
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INSURANCE 


Saddle 
soreness 


IT WAS a wickedly cold January 
evening, and road conditions 
were made no easier by patches 
of freezing fog along Trevor 
Green's rural route home. 

Trevor hadn’t ridden his old 
bicycle for years, and was just 
congratulating himself on his 
fitness, when a patch of black 
ice swiftly sent him and his bike 
in opposite directions. 

He was shaken, but that was 
the least of Trevor’s troubles. As 


he was gathering his senses, a 
large black Mercedes-Benz 
purred out of the darkness and 
flipped the bike up in the air. 
The bike’s injuries were termi- 
nal, but what concerned the 
driver more was the scratch that 
it had left down his limousine’s 
coachwork... 

Two days later, Trevor got a 
short-tempered phone call to 
inform him that the respray 
would cost almost £300, and 
that he would have to pay. After 
all, said the Mercedes’ owner, it 
was a Silly place to park a bike. 

Only then did it dawn on 
Trevor that he had no bicycle 
insurance policy to cushion the 
blow. Lacking expert advice, he 
was made to pay up by a county 
court judge who also 
awarded costs against him. And 
all because Trevor had hoped to 
beat rising petrol prices! 

Many such newcomers to 
cycling may think that they are 
automatically covered by their 
household policies, but their 
cover is likely to exclude per- 
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sonal injury and_ third-party 
claims such as Trevor's. The 
snag is, aS DRIVE discovered, 
that full cover isn’t all that easy 
to obtain. A lot of insurance 
companies just don’t consider 
it profitable to chase the small 
premiums involved. 

So what can the wary cyclist 
do? Bob Mace, spokesman for 
the Cyclists Touring Club — a 
sort of pedal-powered AA — 
thinks that one answer is to join 
the CTC, for its £7 annual sub- 
scription includes third-party 
cover and free legal aid. 

Says Mace: ‘We do get the 
occasional accident where a 
cyclist has ridden into acar, and 
the club’s insurance has paid 
for the damage to the car. And 
third-party is not enough: witha 
handbuilt, lightweight bicycle 
costing £600, and even the 
average touring cycle priced at 
£200, cyclists need to be more 
insurance-conscious.’ 

The British Cycling Bureau, 
set up by the industry, confirms: 
‘You are likely to have insu- 


rance problems with a bike if you 
don’t Know who to ask. Most 
insurance companies include 
provision for cover in their 
household policies, but they do 
not include accident damage or 
theft away from your premises.’ 

A spokesman for Raleigh 
adds: ‘Household policies usu- 
ally limit cycle compensation to 
£100, but most bikes cost more 
than that nowadays. Full insur- 
ance is worth having. Last year, 
for example, 100,000 cycles 
were stolen, and many were 
never found again.’ 

The AA’s Insurance Services 
agrees that all cyclists should 
be insured for third-party risks, 
but concedes that it is difficult 
to make insurance compulsory. 
‘All cycles would first have to be 
registered, and many are 
owned by children. Uninsured 
cyclists should realise, how- 
ever, that the AA knows of mul- 
tiple fatalities that have been 
caused by cyclists. A car 
swerves to avoid them, and then 
runs into a bus queue...’ 
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SECONDHAND BIKES continued from page 54 


proper 18- or 19in roadster tyre, with its 
superior wet-weather safety. And their 
fuel tanks are small, and their styling 
unsuited to windscreens and other road- 
gear fittings. 

Just over the county border, in War- 
wickshire, we discovered an amazingly 
low-priced Honda CG125 (12Scc light- 
weight touring, four-stroke single) at a 
bicycle and moped shop. On closer 
inspection, we appreciated the reason for 
its £130 price-tag (it should have been 
marked up at around £270): it appeared to 
be the broken remains of a novice’s first 
bike. Even so, we persisted: with only a 
little over 5000 miles on the clock, 
mechanical damage could not be much, if 
anything at all. But we didn’t get that far: 
the instant we began measuring the 
wheels for alignment and the frame for 
straightness, the dealer wandered over 
and told us, with a dismal look: ‘Forget it. 
You’re wasting your time. If someone 
offered me £100 for the engine, I’d take it 
gladly.’ 

Good secondhand bikes were thin on 
the ground in the West Midlands, so we 
were forced to travel farther from 
Lorna’s digs than was usual. We found a 
nice £140 100cc Yamaha, but turned it 
down because of the dealer’s cynical 
attitude: ‘Warranty? On a bike like this? 
Where have you been the last 50 years?’ 
Then there was the dealer who claimed to 
hold all agencies and stock all spares. . . 
but who refused to let us peek into his 
workshop. Standing on a dustbin round 
the back, we saw a toolshed, occupied by 
a mechanic working without a bench, and 
a junk pile of old bikes and parts before 
we were driven off by a now furious and 
swearing dealer! 

A week later, we got news of a 1976 
150cc E German-made MZ TS150 going 
for £140 in Gloucester. We went over 
there and discovered a bike that passed 
every test, except that it required a new 
rear tyre and a new rear-lamp lens. 

Lorna baulked: ‘I’ve never heard of the 
make, the dealer keeps no stock of any 
parts, and the bike looks funny.’ The 
manager of the shop promised that, if 
Lorna left a £10 deposit on the bike, he 
would fit a new back tyre and rear-lamp 
lens, and the bike would be ready to col- 
lect, complete with MoT certificate and 
the hire-purchase agreement, in just 
five days. 

It all seemed too good to be true; he 
wasn’t an MZ dealer, but said there was 
one in town who stocked all the bits. We 
checked and there was. MZ in fact has 
almost 200 dealers around the country, 
including one in Worcester. 

The best of it was that the robustly 
engineered little two-stroke was already 
equipped with legshields, a luggage car- 
rier and complete rear-chain enclosure, 
as well as twin mirrors. It had covered a 
little over 18,000 miles in the hands of one 
owner. 

Sure enough, the following weekend, 
everything was ready, and Lorna col- 
lected her bike; the windscreen was going 
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to have to wait for another month or so. 

Two weeks later, though, we disco- 
vered arow of halfa dozen rollerless bare 
rivets on the chain (poor chains and tyres 
are typical of otherwise top-quality E 
German equipment). After a weak argu- 
ment, the dealer agreed to replace the 
chain free of charge or supply her with a 
British-made one for £4 — just what 
Lorna wanted. 


A big bike for a young couple 

James is 24 and Sally is 22. They are 
shortly to be married, and have made the 
bold decision to spend their ‘furniture 
savings’ on a big bike instead. ‘Don’t use 
our real names, because it will only cause 
family trouble,’ James pleaded. 

‘We want to enjoy the same sort of 
holidays that my Mum and Dad did back 
in the 1950s: they keep telling us about 
their motorcycle trip to Greece and 
Yugoslavia, and what an adventure it 
was, but they expect us to settle down 
and live like an old couple.’ 

Sally joined in: ‘If we don’t get a big 
touring motorcycle now, then we never 
shall, the way prices keep going.’ 

So, this year, they plan to ride to 
Greece on a Kawasaki Z650 — a four- 
cylinder, medium-large, sporting all- 
rounder. James runs a tired old 1962 
350cc Jawa. It’s practically worthless, 
although reliable, so they plan to keep it 
‘just in case’. 

Wisely, James and Sally decided to buy 
from a main Kawasaki agent: they standa 
much better chance of buying a really 
good secondhand model that way. And, 
should anything go wrong, the chances of 
repair satisfaction will be greater than if 
they had bought privately or from a back- 
street ‘secondhand specialist’. And, liv- 
ing in London, they have some choice. 

The first showroom had what appeared 
to be just the ticket — a one-owner, 
18-month-old Z650, with just over 9000 
miles on the clock, for £1190. Not until 
we were taken for a pillion ride by the 
salesman did we hear a faint but persis- 
tent tapping noise. The man in front said 
he hadn’t noticed it, but, now that we 
mentioned it, perhaps it was a loose cam- 
shaft chain, or a wide valve clearance? 
We searched deeper ... and found a 
faintly carbonised sparkplug in one of the 
centre cylinders. By the simple expedient 


of rocking the rear wheel over with top — 
gear engaged and the ignition switched 
off, we came to the conclusion that com- 
pression was low. The tapping noise and — 
the soft carbon suggested a partial piston - 
seizure at some time on that cylinder; it 
had been freed but not rectified, and now 
the bore itself was scored. 

The next machine looked and felt right. 
It was priced at £1290, more than James 
and Sally wanted to pay (they had £1300 
cash but wanted £200 of that for insur- 
ance, road tax, and a luxury touring dual 
seat). The bike was a mere nine months 
old, with a little under 6000 miles behind 
it. All the controls were well oiled and 
correctly adjusted; the battery terminals 
were covered in petroleum jelly; spare 
fuses were taped into the fusebox; and 
dust shrouds had been fitted to the rear 
suspension units. In short, it passed all 
inspections perfectly. 

We moved on to another Z650 priced at 
£999 — almost two years old, with 21,000 
miles under its wheels. The owner had 
obviously been a _ hard-riding buff, 
because we discovered a pair of expen- 
sive, racing-quality rear-suspension 
units, a quick-action racing-type twist- 
grip, the front tyre tread scuffed a long 
way round the walls, and the front brake 
discs scored with heavy use. A fine bike, 
maybe, but one that spoke clearly of a 
hard, fast-ridden if well-cared-for life. We 
left it for someone else, and returned to 
the previous example. 

James explained that it was more than 
he could pay cash for, if he was to get the 
special seat he and Jenny wanted. A spot 
of haggling took place, and James and 
Sally got their big bike for £1200, pro- 
vided that they bought the special seat 
from the shop. 

As the bike had left its first owner, the 
12-month/unlimited-mileage warranty 
applying to all new Kawasakis was no 
longer valid, but the shopowner agreed to 
honour it for the final three months as a 
purely private deal between James and 
Sally and himself; and, in the case of seri- 
ous trouble, he said, it was most unlikely 
the factory would refuse to honour a 
claim within the specified period — a fact 
that Kawasaki later confirmed. 

James and Sally mounted up and 
headed for the passport office — and, 
eventually, Greece. 


‘Don't look now, but I think we’re being followed’ 
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llywood - the Pioneers 

Ref. No. 69973. Superb companion to 

the ITV series on Hollywood's silent 
years penned by the series director 
himself. 300 photographs, mainly from 
the unique Kobal collection. All the 
greats - Chaplin, Keaton, Swanson, 
Garbo, Valentino, the Marx Brothers. . . 


A must for film fans and nostalgia addicts. 


_ Price £7.95 post free 


The Reader’s Digest 
Complete Do-It-Yourself 
Manual 

Ref. No. 69931. Be your own home 
improvementexpert withthis . 
completely updated 674 page volume. 
250 colour photographs, 1000 black and 


white pictures plus drawings and plans. 
Price £13.95 post free 


Peter Seabrook’s Book of the 


Garden 

Ref: No. 65948. Famous TV expert tells 
how to make the most of your garden. 
Year’s work calendar, sections on 
greenhouses and house plants. 192 pages 
packed with colour illustrations. 

Price £5.95 p&p 90p 


Guinness Book of Records 
Ref. No. 65362. A best seller that gets 
bigger and better every year. 1980 
edition with more colour pages than ever 
before. Over 15,000 entries. 

Price £4.25 p&p 90p 


The Guinness Book of Soccer 


Facts and Feats. 

Ref. No. 65391. New edition of last year’s 
best seller. British, European and World 
football — all covered. Club directory, new 
sections on awards and managers, 
international ‘Centurians’ and features 
on stars. 256 pages. Over 130 colour and 
black and white pictures. 

Price £5.95 p&p 90p 


The Guinness Book of 


Winners and Champions 
Ref. No. 65375. Not just sport (although 
it is covered). This new title includes 
entertainment, literature, theatre, 
; Price and music. 256 illustrated pages. 
ce £5.95 p&p 90p 
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ATLAS OF 
THE WORLD 


The Guinness Guide to 


Equestrianism 

Ref. No. 65388. Dorian Williams’ 
authoritative guide covers point-to- 
pointing, racing, cross-countries, 
gymkhanas, horse shows. Plus 
techniques, clothes, equipment, 
personalities and competition results. 
Over 200 colour and black and white 
illustrations, 240 pages. 

Price £8.95 p&p 90p 


World Atlas of Wine 

Ref. No. 64994. Hugh Johnson’s 
authoritative book describes the world’s 
wines, their quality and value. Takes you 
on atourof famous-vineyards and 
explains with the aid of maps and simple 
directions how to get there, and why the 
wine tastes as it does. Lavishly illustrated 
‘Wine book of the decade authoritative 
and poetic” - The Times. 

Price £13.95 p&p 90p 


Mitchell Beazley 
Birdwatcher’s Pocket Guide 
Ref. No. 64978. 

Hugh Johnson’s Pocket 
Wine Book 1980. Ref, No. 64965. 
John Hedgecoe’s Pocket 
Guide to Practical 
Photography. Ref. No. 64981. 


A whole book’s worth of information in 
concise pocket diary form. Each onea 
really authoritative reference work 
written by a famous expert to give on the 
spot detail for the subject of your choice. 
Price £3.95 each. p&p 30p 


Concise Illustrated Atlas of 


the World 

Ref. No. 65951. 224 pages on how Earth 
evolved, its climate, geology and 
geography in beautiful pictures, artwork 
and diagrams. All countries fully 
discussed and illustrated in full colour. At 
the heart of this superb book is a 100 page 
section containing the famous world 
maps of George Philip and Son. 

Price £9.95 each. p&p 90p 


The Devil’s Alternative 
Ref. No. 69999. Best selling novel by 
that master of suspense Frederick 


Post cou pep today. NO STAMP NEEDED — to 
AA Mail 


| Name For office use only 
| Address 
; (orders without signatures cannot be accepted). The AA confirms that, subject to chan 


rder Dept, FREEPOST, P.O. Box 50, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2BR 


Enter your Membership No. here if applicable es OOPS 
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Peter Seabrooks book of 


c ~ENGUS SH 
DICTIONARY 


i) 


Forsyth (The Day of the Jackal, etc.). 
Treat yourself to a gripping Christmas 
read or surprise a friend with a once-in- 
a-lifetime thriller. 

Price £5.95 p&p 95p 


The Antique Collector’s 


Picture Guide to Prices 

Ref. No. 65964. We believe this new 
approach, comprehensive volume to be 
the only book on antiques to list prices. 
Author David Coombs (Editor of Antique 
Collector) describes and values over 1000 
items. Ideal for owners, collectors or 
would-be-buyers. Covers furniture, 
porcelain, glass and pictures. Fully 
illustrated. 192 pages. 

Price £6.95 p&p 90p 


Collins English Dictionary 
Ref. No. 69986. When did you last buy a 
dictionary? This first major new work to 
be published in 45 years featuring over 
162,000 entries in 1728 large pages. 
3,000,000 words with special biographical 
and geographical sections. 

Price £7.95 p&p 95p 


The Past All Around Us- 


Reader’s Digest 

Ref. No. 69957. Expertly written, and 
richly illustrated, 460 page guide to 
man-made wonders; castles, 
monuments, historic buildings, 
industrial landmarks, relics, ancient 
ruins etc. 

Price £10.95 post free 


The Cookery Year - Reader’ Ss 


Digest 

Ref. No. 69944, Month by month guide 
to better eating with the help of over 
1000 mouth watering recipes. 440 pages 
—300 full colour illustrations, and 
photographs. 400 black and white 
drawings. Easy carving diagrams. 
Extra-strong attractive binding. 

Pricé £9.95 post free 


Life On Earth 

Ref. No. 69960. Following his highly 
successful TV series, David 
Attenborough re-enacts 3,500 million 
years of natural history in words and 
pictures. Highly readable, informative 
and educational. Price £7.95 p&p 95p 
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Offer available to UK vt only. 


es in rates of VAT, the prices quoted will be held until September 1st 1980 


“The finest engineering 
expertise went into your 
braking system. 


Why forget it now?” 
Your safety and that of your 


car depend upon a carefully 
designed and engineered braking 
system. And so your disc brakes 
need just the right pads to provide 
the safe, balanced performance you 
have come to rely on. 

Girling brake system com- 
ponents are among the most widely 
fitted by the world’s vehicle manu- 
facturers. We know about brake 
systems. And we know about disc 
brake pads. They must perform 
efficiently and consistently what- 
ever the car’s speed, even if they get 
hot with extensive braking. They 
must also offer a reasonable wear 
rate, relative to performance. 

They must give you consistent 
performance and safer braking — 
in short, real confidence. 
Be safe and sure, fit... 


Girlin Disc Brake Pads- 
ahah just a part! 


more 


Lockheed, Girling & the British 


1. Brake Lining Manufacturers 
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£1500 holidays 
(0 be won! 


| WAS TENDING 
TO DRINK TOO MUCH 
TILL | WAS FITTED WITH 
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Motorcraft parts. Keep-fit for cars. 


When your car’s drinking more than its fair share of 
petrol, it’s time you tried fitting Motorcraft Spark Plugs. 


They can cut your petrol consumption by as much as 5%. To fit most Cars, 


And besides furthering your finances they pep up including imports. 
your performance. Putting back the spark and sparkle into 
Motorcraft 


your driving. 


That’s because Motorcraft Spark Plugs are tops in 
quality but not in price. They are part of the range of over 
4,000 quality parts that fit most cars, commercial vehicles 
and motorcycles, including imports. 


A Keep-fit course with Motorcraft Parts really works. BACKED BY FORD 


Spark plugs- Filters + Ignition parts + Ignition ‘tune- up’ kits + Fan belts - Wiper blades and arms - Bulbs « Cooling system parts « Antifreeze » Wheel bearings « Shock absorbers + Car care products « Batteries 


L.B.C.CONGRATULATES 
THE AA ON 75 YEARS 


=> 


= A. (m ini La ig 
2 [p/ele 


/ . 
ain . > 


AND7INCAR RADIOS. 


Get the latest up-date of traffic news from the AAon LBC’s AM show, every morning. LBChanc 


261 m.1152khz.97- nI0 


1905 was a very good year 


The AA and Cornhill both 
share the same vintage. 
From one 75 year old 
to another — 
Congratulations. 


Cornhill Motor & Life Insurance 
is recommended by the AA. 
Now you can Take the: 

Cornhill Test at any 

AA Insurance 
Service Centre. 


Cornhill 


Insurance Group 
32 Cornhill 
LONDON EC3YV 3b 
lel O1-626 5410 
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so trouble-free it'll be part of the 
furniture withinaweek 


And just as practical. The ICL System Ten 


120 starts with a big advantage over other 


System Ten 120 Series starts at around 
£16,000 and grows as big as you want. You 


new systems: you can be absolutely certain won'tfind another computer that matches 


it'll begin solving your business problems 
from day one. 


Plug in and switch on. That's how easy it 
is to operate. It'll clear your paperwork so 
quickly you'll wonder how you ever did 
without it. 


The experience of thousands of ICL 
users worldwide has been pooled to give 
you foolproof and trouble free systems for 
your particular requirements, 


Not just for accounting, payroll and 
invoicing but a whole lot more. The 
combination of the latest technology and 
well proven business software makes 120's 
performance very-hard to beat. 


your needs like it. 


To: Sue Ridge, 

ICL, Pembroke House, 
Wellesley Road, 
CROYDON CR9 3QP. 
Telephone: 01-686 2566. 


(Please send me more information on System Ten 120. 


Name: 


Position: 


Company: 
Address: 
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extra confidence in 


it means 


your 
brake pedal. _ 


Noticed how many new brands of brake pads 
and shoes there are around? 
Names you've probably never heard of before. 
The British Brake and Brake lining manufac- 
turers, world leaders in the braking field, have run 
_ testson some ofthese unknown brands. And many of 
the results were alarming. 
Some of the unknowns were prone to fade. 
Some wore unevenly and varied so greatly in per- 
formance they were simply untrustworthy. 

British manufacturers have decided to identify the 
products in which you can have real confidence. 

QA. The Quality Assured symbol. 

QA means assurance of quality, reliabilityand, above 
all, safety. 

Every product bearing the QA symbol meets the 
high standards used by the British Brake and Brake lining 
manufacturers. 

Next time you are looking for replace- 
ay PEAR beds of a Oe OSES 
with the QA symbol. To give you that extra 
confidence. Quality Assured 


Lockheed, Girling & the British 


Brake Lining Manufacturers 


Brake pads and shoes 
- youcan trust. 


Autela, Belaco, Don, Duron, Ferodo, G.T. Auto Parts, Girling, Lockheed, Mintex, Top (Trist Draper). 


You'll find the Quality Assured symbol on brake pad and shoe packs from:- Armstrong Gandex, 
i A | 
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THE VEHICLE ABOVE 
| USES 20% LESS PETROL. 


The vehicle at the top is fitted with a unique petrol saving device. Pye two-way 
radio. Its driver is always in touch with base, and vice versa. Wasted journeys are a 
thing of the past. Effective mileage savings of up to 20% or more are commonplace. 
The more you use radio the more mileage you save, and every call you make is free. 
Get your share of these savings — Phone Cambridge (0223) 61222 now, or send 

the coupon below. 


20% petrol saving straight away sounds 
good business if you can show me how. 
Especially with the extra convenience of my 
! A own private radio system. 


Ask your Sales Manager to call O 
Send me your book O 


Pye Telecommunications Ltd.,Europe’sleading 


manufacturer and supplier of two-way radio systems. 


* 


Name: 

Title: X 
Company: dX 
Address: X 
DA TOT ca Ti NR ith PGR ERC Ces, a, enna 

Phone No: Date: dX 


Return to: Irvin Fineberg, Pye Telecommunications Ltd., 


FREEPOST, Cambridge, CB4 IBR. 
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_ SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS ago — in 
May 1905, to be precise — a 
_ group of businessmen metina 
_ room above a pub in London’s 
_ Gt Marlborough Street and, 
like others before them, took 
_ the first step to founding an 
organisation to protect the 
interests of a small but grow- 
_ ing band of road-users called 
motorists. 

There can be no doubt that 
they were pleased with their 
day’s work. But how much 
more pleased would they be in 
1980, were they here to 
applaud threequarters of a 
century of service by that 
organisation to the motorists 
of Gt Britain? 

This issue, we join in the 

_ AA’s celebration of 75 fascinat- 
ing years — start reading, 
page 55 — as well as honour 
our commitment to keep you 
__up to date with today’s world of 
_ motors and motoring. 
Join us as we pay tribute to 
all the wonderful men and 
machines of our motoring yes- 
terdays. And stay with DRIVE as 
_ we steer into the next 75 years. 


whe 


Hot tips 
HERE COMES SUMMER — and, 
according to weather expert 
Arthur Mackins, it promises to 
be a scorcher. It was written in 
the wind, or on the thermome- 
ter rather, on 5 December 1979. 

That day, at Oxford and sev- 
eral other places in the south, 
the temperature reached 61- 
62°F — a good sign, according 
to Mackins, that was reinforced 
by the appearance of a comet. 

If all this sounds too unscien- 
tific to be credible, we should 
point out that Mackins is not 
known as Britain’s leading 
amateur weatherman for 
nothing, for this 71-year-old 
from Barnham, Sussex, has 
slipped up only once in recent 
years. Otherwise, his system — 
studying weather patterns and 
data since 1908, taking sea 
temperatures, and holding upa 
wet finger to the wind on the 


Winged ferries 


CROSS-CHANNEL ferry com- 


panies, which have taken a leaf 
out of Sir Freddie Laker’s book 
by waging a price-cutting war on 
the Straits of Dover, could 
themselves be out-Lakered. 

DRIVE reckons that it’s only a 
matter of time before Sir Fred- 
die takes his celebrated Sky- 
train into Europe, and the 
rock-bottom fares that he’s 
proposing could prove a 
bonanza for motorists. 

For, if Sir Freddie’s plan does 
finally get the nod from the Civil 
Aviation Authority, it could lead 
to fly-drive packages substan- 
tially cheaper than touring 
abroad in your own car. You 
would fly to your destination 
and walk from the aircraft 
straight into a waiting hire-car. 

Savings of up to £70 for a 
small family would not be the 
only bonus. Travellers would be 
spared days of journey time and 
have the comfort of knowing 
that somebody else’s car is 
suffering the wear and tear. 

DRIVE bases its calculation on 
two popular holiday destina- 
tions — Malaga, in southern 
Spain, and Portugal’s Algarve. 
To reach Malaga in their own 


Monitor 


days of equinox — has proved 
uncannily accurate. 

Last October, for example, he 
predicted that this January and 
February would be far less 
extreme than in the previous 
winter, but that some very cold 
periods with snow and frost 


Ford Cortina, for example, it 
would cost two adults and one 
child under 12 about £330 (£100 
for the ferry fare, £150 for pet- 
rol, £45 for road tolls, and £35 
for insurance). The 2670-mile 
return journey from Calais 
would take about five days; 
Faro, in Portugal (2760 miles 
return), would work out about 
the same in cash and time. 

Now compare these prices 
with a fly-drive deal that would 
be possible under Sir Freddie's 
part-charter-fare proposals and 
a typical unlimited-mileage 
car-hire package. For both 
Malaga and Faro, the cost 
(inclusive of insurances and 
local taxes) would be £245 
(including seven days’ Fiat 127 
hire), or £275 (including 10 
days’ Fiat 127 hire). 

Stan Petherbridge, head of 
the AA’s ports and agencies 
unit and one of the country’s 
experts on cross-Channel 
travel, is well aware of the threat 
that Laker could pose for the 
ferry companies. ‘It could have 
serious repercussions,’ he says, 
‘even leading to some ferry 
companies amalgamating.’ 

That’s bad news for Town- 
send Thoresen, which has just 


‘1 was always forgetting petrol caps until I got this one.’ 


could at times be expected. His 
forecast, published in DRIVE 
January-February, was spot-on. 

Certainly, Mackins’ formula 
bodes well. Confirming his 
theory that a temperature of 
60°F or more in December 
means a memorable following 
summer, one example he cites 
is Christmas Day 1974. Then, 
Southsea and many other 
south-coast resorts had a 
temperature of 60°F, followed 
by endless sunshine from 5 | 
June to 10 September, when the 
mercury soared to 90°F and 
even more. 

Comets, too, says Mackins, 
have been precursors of dry 
spells lasting from three to six | 
months — as in 1910, 1973 and 
1976. So it’s promising that, in 
January this year, Bradfield’s 
Comet appeared. 

We're all keeping our fingers 
crossed... ; 


spent £51million on three new 
ships — the biggest and fastest 
cross-Channel ferries built so 
far — for 50% of its business is 
transporting private cars. 

But Townsend could be play- 
ing Laker at his own game by 
the mid-1980s: the firm has 
options on three giant airships 
currently under development 
on the Isle of Man. 


Slipped discs 

IN THE WAKE of DRIVE’s investiga- 
tion into dangerous disc-brake 
pad replacements (March-April 
1979), Britain’s Quality Assured 
group of brake manufacturers 
has tested 11 more ‘pirate’ 
brands on sale in the UK. Its 
chilling findings: four makes 
failed the tests, and another 
wasn't entirely satisfactory. 


1906 First AA badge issued. 
The crossed-over As were used 
until 1967, and were adopted 
by automobile associations 
worldwide. 


The characteristics of two of 
the pads changed completely 
after becoming hot, causing 
severe braking imbalance on 
the front wheels. There was also 
a serious risk of the pads shear- 
ing from their retaining plates 
when the brake pedal .was 
applied hard. 

Altogether, QA has examined 
43 different pads, and only 19 of 
these have proved acceptable; 
16 failed to pass even the 
group's minimum standards. 

The consequences of having 
these faulty pads fitted doesn’t 
bear thinking about. They can 
spina car out of control, lock up 
the wheels too early, fade disas- 
trously, and wear out up to 20 
times faster than reputable 
replacements. 

What is being done to outlaw 


SPHERE VIOTOR POLICIES 


congratulate the AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 


on their 75th Anniversary 


and wish the Association and its staff 


continued success. 


Holiday with the Stars 


The Royal Bath Hotel is Whether you choose one 
a luxury holiday 5 Star Hotel. of our extra value Summer 
And it’s one of 16 De Vere Specials, a relaxing out-of- 
Hotels, which have 60 AA/ season visit or an attractive 
RAC Stars between them. Take-a-Break weekend, De Vere 
oe. o.@.@.¢ have the recipe for an enjoyable 


and individual stay. 


And for the holiday-maker, 
they all have one attribute in 
common — an uncommonly ~ 
high standard of food, service 
and accommodation. 


KKK KK 
The Royal Bath in 
Bournemouth offers the 
ultimate is opulence, and else- 
where on the South Coast, in 
London, the Home Counties 


and the Heart of England - 

there are De Vere Hotels with ~~ Gm ONE ae 
high classifications set in’ 

pleasant surroundings. CAVENDISH ET J 
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DE VERE HOTEL, Kensington, London 
BULL HOTEL, Gerrards Cross 
BELLHOUSE HOTEL, Beaconsfield 
GRAND HOTEL, Brighton 

GRAND HOTEL; Eastbourne 

CAVENDISH HOTEL, Eastbourne 
QUEENS HOTEL, Eastbourne 

ROYAL BATH HOTEL, Bournemouth 
MARSHAM COURT HOTEL, Bournemouth 


_ DORMY HOTEL, Ferndown 


MANOR HOUSE HOTEL, Leamington Spa 
DE MONTFORT HOTEL, Kenilworth 
MANOR HOTEL, Meriden 
DE VERE HOTEL, Coventry 
ABBEY HOTEL, Great Malvern 
/ CASTLE HOTEL, Norwich 


DeVere Central Sales Office . 
Telephone: 01-404 0991. 
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Says QA: ‘Officialdom appears 
| to be biding its time unti] Euro- 
-pean legislation is formulated 
| and adopted. But that day could 
| be 18 months off.’ 


| And now for something... 

AFTER INSISTING for 50 years that 

the spare gallon in the boot be 

| kept only in a metal canister, the 

jgovernment looks set to 

approve the storage of petrol in 

| a plastic container because... 
| it’s safer. 


1908 First AA Handbook. 
Latest print run of nearly 5mil- 
lion takes total printed to 
77.2million — a sure entry in 
Guinness Book of Records. 


| This change of heart has 
taken place 10 years after the 
British Plastics Federation first 
} drew up adraft British Standard 
| to make this possible. Now, the 
| Health and Safety Executive 
| seems likely to permit petrol 
| containers to be made of black, 
high-density polyethylene. 
‘But,’ says BPF technical divi- 
sion head Colin Parkhouse, ‘we 
| don’t expect the new legislation 
| before next year.’ 
Unlike metal, plastic doesn’t 
rust. While steel containers with 
| welds weakened by rust can 
| explode with horrific resultsina 
fire, there is no danger of a big 
| bang from a plastic canister. 
| Says Parkhouse: ‘You simply 
| don’t get the same pressure 
| build-up. The container will 
| split before that happens and 
| discharge the fuel. Obviously 
} this will still ignite, but it won't 
| go off like a bomb.’ 
The law has recently been 
| changed to allow UK vehicle 


| NO SOONER had onrive’s test 
| Lotus Esprit 701 been returned 
|to the factory (see pages 

40-42) than news arrived of the 


| Lotus that the factory should | 


| have sent us... 

Known as the Essex Com- 
|memorative Lotus Esprit 
| Turbo, it’s a new Giugiaro body 
| design with a specification to 
| match its pedigree. As you'd 
| expect, the claimed perfor- 
| mance is shattering: 0-30mph 
| in 2sec, 0-60 in 5.5sec, and a 


petrol tanks to be made of plas- 
tic, and the BPF hopes that car 
manufacturers will make the 
switch. The weight saving 
alone, it says, could save 
250,000 gallons a year. 


Rear view 
MANY Organisations have pub- 
lished books about themselves 
to mark a particular milestone, 
usually an anniversary of some 
kind. But The AA, A History of 
the First 75 Years of the Auto- 
mobile Association 1905-1980 
is much more than just a history 
of the world’s largest motoring 
organisation. It is also a unique, 
beautifully illustrated record of 
motoring development in the 
UK since the turn of the century. 
Many of the pictures have never 
before been published — and 
you can sample some of them 
on pages 55-77 of this DRIVE. 
In fact, the work promises to 
be a collector’s item, for fewer 
than 1000 first editions are to be 
made available to the general 
public. Released on 21 May, it 
can be obtained for only £15.45 
(plus 95p postage and packing) 
from AA Mail Order (Publishing 
Division), Fanum House, 
Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA. 


1908 AA agents appear at 
Channel ports to assist 
Continent-bound members. 
Today, AA Travel organises 
more than 400,000 Channel- 
crossings and holidays a year. 


Dear doctor 


THE AA strongly opposes the 
increase in emergency hospital- 
treatment charges for motorists 
injured in road accidents. 
Among changes introduced on 
1 April was the raising of the 


aerodynamic efficiency of the 
Turbo — note the skirt’s low 
hemline — and doesn’t it look 
the part? 

Inside, the car has been 
given the no-expense-spared 


treatment, with air- 
conditioning as standard, a 
top-notch radio built into the 
car’s roof, and four loud- 
speakers to overcome the 
engine’s howl. All the trim is 
real leather. 

This most-sophisticated pack- 
age yet from the Lotus stables 
has a price to match: only 
folks with £21,000 need apply. 


HOW QUICKLY 


CAN YOU SPEAK 


ANOTHER 
LANGUAGE? 


Very quickly: ask Linguaphone 


French? German? Why not Greek? No 
language is too difficult with the Linguaphone 


method. You LISTEN, you 


UNDERSTAND, 


and then you SPEAK. We have already helped 
over 4 million people speak one or more of 34 
languages — easily, quickly, at home. 


We could tell you more here, but better 
believe your ears. A FREE cassette or record 


will 


prove to you that learning another 


language is easier than you thought. 


FREE CASSETTE OR RECORD 


Let us know which language you 
would like to speak by ticking the 
relevant box on the coupon below. 
Then cut out the whole coupon 
and send it to us. You will receive a 
colour brochure, full information on 
the language course of your choice 
and a FREE cassette (or record) 
revealing the secret of learning a 
language by the Linguaphone 
method. 


Please tick: 

_] Afrikaans ( Finnish 

(-] American English {_] French 

(-] Arabic (Modern {-] German 
Standard {_] Greek 

() Arabic, (Modern) 
(Algerian) (_] Hebrew 

(J Chinese’ (Modern) 
(Mandarin) (J Hindi 

(J Chinese (_] Icelandic 
(Cantonese) [1 Indonesian 

(J Czech (J Irish 

(J Danish (] Italian 

[] Dutch (_] Japanese 

C) English (For (] Malay 
Foreign Students) (J Norwegian 


To: Linguaphone Institute Ltd. (Dept. DV/23) 
207-209 Regent Street, London, W1R 8AU 


| want to learn a new language in my own home. Rush my FREE cassette or 

record, as indicated, plus an illustrated brochure that gives a complete explanation 

describing the Linguaphone method. | understand | will be under no obligation. 
Please mark appropriate box [] Cassette or [_] record. 


MPs MRS AIAISS Sent ee on ec 


(NGONGESY cet ks Tet te fe Ae ea 


Renee 


(_] Persian 
(Modern) 

[(_] Polish 

(_] Portuguese 

[{_] Russian 

(_] Serbo-Croat 

(_] Spanish 
(Castilian) 

{_] Spanish 
Latin 
American) 

(_] Swahili 

(_] Swedish 

(_] Welsh 

(J Zulu 


g 


Ps Ne 


maximum inpatient bill — up 
from £200 to £1250. 

Says AA director general Olaf 
Lambert: ‘We .believe that to 
levy any additional charge on 
one section of the community is 
iniquitous. The motorist is 
alone in having to pay twice for 
his treatment by the National 
Health Service. 

‘Factory workers who suffer 
industrial injuries and diseases 
are not called on to contribute 
further. Nor are the victims of 
train, ship or aircraft disasters, 
or sportsmen. Those injured at 
home are not called on to pay 
towards their treatment. 

‘For these reasons, the 
Association considers the pay- 
ments are unjust. The taxation 


currently levied on drivers, cars, 
fuel and excise is sufficient to 
cover all their attributable costs 
and more, including the treat- 
ment of accident victims. 

‘We have made our views 
known in the strongest possible 
terms to the government, and 
will continue to do so at every 
opportunity.’ 

Insurance companies have 
been liable to pay for motorists’ 
hospital treatment since 1930. 
As a result of the increase, the 
cost of claims is expected to 
rise by 2¥2% — and premiums 
accordingly. 


Golf links 

IF THE NEW Volkswagen Jetta 
looks familiar, cover up its 
notchback and you’ll recognise 


what hatched this rival to the 
Ford Cortina and Renault 18. 
Named after an Atlantic 
windstream, the Jetta’s 
designed to sail VW out of the 
becalmed hatchback market 
and into the more-profitable 


saloon- car business — where. 
big-spending fleet buyers rarely - 


like Golf. 


We had to apply our tape— 
measure before believing that 
the Jetta’s 14in of extra length 
over the Golf gives one of the 


What’s it called? How waiich does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars eurreaity available in Britain 
tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 
manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the cheque you can expect to write to put your new Mini or Rolls on the road, 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and delivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 
DRIVE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members can 
apply to their regional AA office — address in Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, 
Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles 


DRIVE/AA 
Model Manual Auto Road Test 
AC (14 dealers) 
3000ME 13440 — 
ALFA ROMEO (142 dealers) 
Alfasud Super 
1.3 (1350) 3950 — D5/78 
Super 1.5 4150 — 
Ti 1.5 4350 — D6/79 
Sprint Veloce 5450 — 
Giulietta 1.6 5150 — D25/79 
1.8 5450 — 
2000L 6050 — 
GTV2000 6850 — 
GTV2000SE so48 
ASTON MARTIN (28 dealers) 
V8 30107 30107 
V8 Vantage 32608 — 
V8 Volante 38108 38108 
Lagonda =_ 50042 
AUDI (355 dealers) 
80LS 5509 5863 
GLS 6008 6361 D18/79 
GLE 7216 — 
100 Avant L 6307 — 
L5S 6811 7369 
GL 5S 7565 8122 
L5D 7625 — 
AvantGL5S 7752 8310 ARl176 
GL 5E 7969 8528 £D8/78 
CD 5E — 9982 
Avant CD5E — 10449 
AUSTIN MORRIS (1850 dealers) 
Mini 850 City 2619 — RTR340 
850 Super 2877 — 
1000 Super 2949 3396 D3/78 
Clubman 
(1098cc) 3255 — RTR410 
Clubman 
(998cc) — 3702 
estate 
(1098cc) 3534 — 
estate 
(998cc) — 3981 
1275GT 3644 — 
Allegro 1100DL 3340 — 
Mk31.14dr 3470 — 
1300 2dr 3466 3913 
4dr 3596 4043 
1300L 2dr 3841 — 
4dr 3945 4350 
1300HL 4dr 4311 4758 
1300 estate 3844 4291 
. 1300L estate 4567 8014A 
1500L 4dr 
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1500L estate 4294 — D9/79 
1500HL 4dr 4484 — 
1750L 4dr _ 4487 
1750L estate — 4735 
1750HL 4dr 4650 4925 = AI182 
1750HL estate 5077 5482 
Vanden Plas 
1500 4dr 5385 5826 
Marina 1300 3560 — 
4dr 3702 — 
1300L 2dr 3834 — 
4dr 3945 4350 #£=RTR392 
1300HL 4dr 4352 4757 
1300 estate 4186 — 
1700 4dr 3971 — 
1700L 4dr 4214 4619 
1700HL 4dr 4651 5056 D4/79 
1700 estate 4437 — 
1700L estate 4679 5084 
1700HL estate 5077 5482 
Maxi 1750 4531 5008 # £RTR263 
1750HL 4791 5268 
1750HLS 4921 — 805 
Princess 1700L 4578 5083 
1700HL 5015 5520 
1700HLS 5498 6003 
2000HL 5290 5795 
2000HLS 5771 6276 
2200HLS 6271 6776 #£D11/78 
BENTLEY (78 dealers) 

- T2 Series — 39390 
Corniche _— 58563 
Convertible — 62189 
BMW (144 dealers) 

316 5311 — RI149 
320 6680 7117 
323i 7761 +8198 D12/79 
518 6866 — 
520 7983 8420 D11/78 
525 9101 9584 
528i ; 10326 10808 
635CSi 18951 18951 
728i 12056 12606 
732i 13854 14404 
735i 15606 15960 
BRISTOL (0 dealers) 
412 S2 

convertible- 

saloon — 32817 
412/S3 

Beaufighter _ 38098 
603 $2 _— 39318 
BUICK (5 dealers) 
Century a 9578 
CADILLAC (5 dealers) 
Seville Elegante — 21769 

Elegante (Ind) — 19396 
Seville _ 18362 


Seville (Ind)  — 15989 
Fleetwood 
Brougham 
d'Elegance _ 15869 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
Super Seven TC 5791 — 
1600GT 5073 — 


CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 


Caprice Classic — 12904 
Classic (Ihd) — 10680 
Classic estate — 13028 
Classic estate 

(Ind) —— 10805 

Monte Carlo 

coupé — 9878 

Corvette (Ihd) _ 12228 

CITROEN (270 dealers) 

2CV6 2318 — R118 

Dyane 2549 — D1/79 

Visa Club 3445 — 
Super 3562 — 

GS special 3633 — 
estate 3899 — 

GS 1220 Club 3766 — RTR384 
Pallas 4182 4425 
estate 4021 — D8/79 

GSA (1299cc) 

Club 4193 4348 
Pallas 4532 4687 
estate 4406 4663 

CX Reflex 5733 ~— 

Athena 6711 

2400 Pallas 7657 7872 

2500 Diesel 

Super 7235 — : 

Diesel Pallas 7857 — 

2400 Pallas 

Injection — 8360 
GTi 8337 — 
Prestige 
Injection — 11122 
2400 Super 
estate 7155 7505 
5-speed 7230 =— 

2500 Diesel 

Super estate 7558 — 
5-speed 7694 — 

Familiale 2400 

Super 7284 7634 
5-speed 7420 — 
2500 Diesel 7685 — 

5-speed 7821. — 

COLT (280 dealers) 

GLX 3dr 

hatchback 4049 — 

GLX 5dr 

hatchback 4299 — 

Lancer 1400GLX 4449 .— 
1600GSR 4849 — 


Celeste 1600ST 4549 
Gs 


‘ 4709 — D5/78 
2000GT 5049 — 

Sigma 1600GL 4709 5054 
2000GLX 5349 5694 RTR432 
estate 5949 — 4 

Sapporo 2000 6649 6994 

DIAHATSU (82 dealers) 

F20 soft top 5320 — 
hard top 5486 — 

F50 soft top 

’ (diesel) 8771 — 
hard top 

(diesel) 5937 — 
Charade XG 3101 — 
XTE 3471 — 
DATSUN (400 dealers) 
New Cherry 3dr 
hatchback 2898 — R179 
GL 3dr 3129 — R179 
4dr saloon 3192 — R179 
5dr estate 3408 — RI179 
3dr coupé 3602 — RI179 
Sunny 1eQ0GLS 
2dr 3388 = — 

4dr 3495 — D20/79 

1400GLS 2dr — 3860 

4dr — 3957 

1200 estate 3729 — 

1400 coupé 45 hon 
4-speed 3829 — 

1400 fastback 
estate 4031 — 

Violet 140J Mk3 3927 — 
160J Mk 3 4017 4315 
SSS coupé 4501  — 

Bluebird 160B 

‘Mk Il 4122 — 
180B 4230 — 
180B estate 

Mk II 4584 — 
180B SSS Mk 114730 — 

Laurel 2litre . 

Mk II (PAS) 5628 5968 D11/78 
2.4litre (PAS) 6328 6668 

Skyline 240K 

coupé 7280 7620 

280ZX 2-seater 8760 9100 

280ZX 2+2 9714 10054 

280C saloon 7226 7566 

280C estate 7054 7394 

DE TOMASO (2 dealers) 

Pantera GTS 19278 — 

Longchamp _ 21502 

Deauville — 24635 

FERRARI (18 dealers) 

Dino 308GT4 17642 — 
308GTB 1908% — 
308GTS 20009 — 

400GT 31916 31916 

§12B 33188 — 

FIAT (406 dealers) 

126 2222 — 4 
de Ville 2440) — D1/79 

127 900L 2dr 3000 — RI137 
1050L 3dr 3200 — ; 
1050CL 3dr 3413 — RTR429 
Sport _ f 


3771 ; 


USE. eT Peo a) Unatll y dye ye Mint oe 


¢ 90 AA ae ‘service 
egins; advises one member on 
s car-washing water-rate 


bill! Department now handles 
penpeande of (car-related only) 
9 pees each year, and has 
numerous laws changed. 


biggest boots in its league. It 
has more usable space than a 
Cortina’s, but its single skin 
makes it vulnerable to internal 
knocks. Cleverly, the notch- 
back conversion has added so 
little extra weight and drag that 
Jettas should be only fraction- 
ally slower and thirstier than 
their Golf counterparts. 
Jet-setter of the five model 


range is the GLi — based on 
DRIve’s favourite Golf, the 1 6GTi 
Ske 


128 1300CL 3504 — RTR402 
CL estate 3771 — 
X1/9 1500 5684 — D14/79 
Mirafiori 1300CL 3976 — 
4dr 4105 — 
1600CL 4dr 4500 5203 
estate 4751 5054 RTR412 
Supermirafiori 
1600TC 5025 5352 D10/78(A) 
estate 5209 5536 
Mirafiori Sport 5599 — 
132 2litre 5893 6234 D1i2/78 
Bellini 6114 6453 
‘Strada 65L : 
1300 3dr 3509 — 
65L 1300 5dr 3627 — 
65CL 1300 3dr 3794 — 
65CL 1300 5dr 3930 — 
75CL 1500 3dr 4229 4568 
75CL 1500 5dr 4349 4658 017/79 
900T Super 
Amigo 4415 — 
900T Amigo XL 4827 — 
FORD (1240 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 3056 — RTR417 
1100 3222 — 
950L 3404 — D16/79 
1100L 3558 — 
1100GL 3805 — 
1300GL 4005 — 
1100S 3904 — 
1300S 4104 — RI181 
1100.Ghia 4182 — RI170 
1300 Ghia 4381 — 
Escort 1100 
- Popular Plus 3254 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3386 —— 
1300 Popular 
Plus 3389 — D4/78 
1300 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3518 — 
1100L 3510 — 
1100L 4dr 36414 — 
1300L 3609 3973 
1300L 4dr 3741 4105 
1600L 3955 4319 
1300GL 3883 4247 
1300GL 4dr 4016 4380 
1600GL 4230 4594 
1300 Sport 4178 — 
1600 Sport 4295 — 
1300 Ghia 4386 — 
1300 Ghia 4dr 4520 — 
1600 Ghia 4636 5000 D4/79 
1100 estate 3476 — 
1300 estate 3657 — 
1300L estate 4005 4369 
- 1300GL estate 4355 4719 
Cortina 1300 3739 — 
1300 4dr 3879 — 
1600 4095 4459 
1300L 4096 — RTR372 
1300L 4dr 4235 — 
1600L 4451 4815 022/79 


| 
| 
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— a 110bhp, 110mph saloon 
that should cover 0-60mph in 
under 10sec. The familiar 
1.3litre unit powers the cheap- 
est L and GL versions, but the 
big sellers should be the 1.5litre 
LS and GLS. This popular 
engine has, in manual form, 
been denied to Golf owners for 
a year, and is now a Jetta exclu- 
sive — a 7Obhp unit that’s wil- 
ling to exceed all its speedome- 
ter gearchange points, will 
cruise more quietly at 7Omph 
than the GLi, and top 96mph. 
On an 800-mile Continental 
dash, DRIVE couldn't persuade 
its laden 1.5GLS to do worse 
than 26mpg, while the GLi deli- 
vered 27mpg. A _ believable 
30mpg-plus is the overall claim 
for all Jettas, and, if that’s not 


1600GL estate 5412 5776 
2000GL estate 5670 6034 RTR413 
2300GL estate 6316 6680 
1600 Ghia 
estate 6108 6472 
2000 Ghia 
estate 6267 6631 
2300 Ghia 
estate 6912 7276 
Capri 1300L 4114 — RTR373 
1600L 4336 4700 
1600GL 4685 5049 RTR342 
2000GL 4968 5332 
1600S 5325 — 
2000S 5549 — RI166 
3000S 5965 — 
2000 Ghia 6154 6518 
3000 Ghia _ 6964 Riii4 
Granada 2000L 5850 6294 Al128 
2300L 6476 6920 
2300GL 7824 8268 
2800GL _ 8389 
2800iGL 9022 9466 
2300 Ghia 9181 9625 
2800 Ghia — 9745 
2800i Ghia 10187 10631 802(A) 
2000L estate 6461 6905 
2300L estate 7087 7531 
2300GL estate 8066 8510 
2800GL estate — 8631 D8/78(A) 
2800) GL 
estate 9256 9700 
2800 Ghia 
estate _ 10097 08/78 
2800i Ghia 
estate 10539 10983 
2100 diesel 6311 6755 
RS2000 4893 — 
Custom 5517 — 
9» BO ARSE Se AAS SPSL AT SANE PST Arad ot 
FORD USA (15 dealers) 
Mercury Monarch 
Ghia (rhd) — 9428 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (Ihd) 7879 — 
PERSO aie 1 OEE IR Os ne aE Be 
HONDA (236 dealers) 
Civic 1300 3dr 3128 3358 
1300 5dr 3328 3558 = Ali5S 
Accord 3dr 4328 4598 RTR420 
4dr 4518 4788 04/79 
Executive DL _ 5588 
Prelude 5088 5358 806 


Sa enc ee 


JAGUAR-DAIMLER (286 dealers) 


Jaguar XJ63.4 14130 14130 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 15481 15481 \ 
XJ12 5.3 _ 18298 RTR305 
xXJS _ 19329 RTR394 

Daimler 

Sovereign 4.2 16475 16475 
Double Six _ 19287 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 20678 

Double-Six 

Vanden Plas _— 25137 


—_—_———— 


JEEP (82 dealers) 


CJ7 soft top 5653 — 
hard top 6068 — 
Renegade 
soft top 7197 
hard top 7570 


CJ Golden Eagle 7197 
hard top 7570 


Vit 


enough for you, it’s only a mat- 
ter of time before the 1.5litre 
diesel joins the range. 

Stiffer front springs and, for 
the GLi, a heavy-duty rear anti- 
roll bar, help the Yscwt-heavier 
Jetta approach Golf standards 
of ride and handling — though 
the stiffer GLi can twitch in 
response to crosswinds and 
steering corrections. The 1.6 
and 1.5litre models also get 
new, larger front brakes and 
servo, an auto choke and wide 
wheels, and all Jettas have 
detail improvements such as 
5mph-impact bumpers and a 
claimed doubling of the 
expected brake-pad life. 

Available with four doors 
only, Jettas range from £4201 to 
£6109 on the road, to bridge the 


(6-cyl) 10529 10749 
S (6-cyl) _ 1509 
Sv8 — 11929 D2/79 
Chief V8 — 12149 
Golden Eagle — 12679 
LADA (200 dealers) 
1200 2591 — RI175 
estate 2830 — 
1300 2809 — 04/79 
1500 estate 3027 — 
1600 3230 — RI173 
1600ES 3630 — RIi173 
Niva 4701 =~ 
LANCIA eg dealers) « 
1600 5146 — : 
2000 $439 5894 AI17iM 
2000ES 5819 6274 
Beta coupé 5113 — 
1600 5828 — 
2000 6304 — 
Beta Spyder 
2000 6851 — 
Beta HPE 1600 6576 — 
2000 7108 —— 
Gamma Berlina 8012 — 
Gran Turismo 10011 — 
LAND-ROVER (342 dealers) 
Land-Rover 5601 — RTR333 
diesel 6406 — 
Iwb 6516 — 
Iwb (diesel) 7321 — 
Iwb 6-cylinder 6631 — 
LOTUS (33 dealers) 
Elite 501 15580 15977 
502 16594 — 
503 17208 — 
504 _ 17437 
Eclat 520 13793 — 
521 14872 15269 
522 15919 — 
523 16507 — 
524 _ 16768 
Esprit 701 15504 — 
702 15784 — 
MASERATI (5 dealers) 
Merak SS 19054 — 
Kyalami 25757 27189 
Khamsin 28248 — 
MAZDA (226 dealers) 
1300 hatchback 3655 — 04/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3855 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 4055 — 
1400 hatch 5dr — 4155 
1400 estate 4055 — D10/79 
Montrose 
1600GL 4505 — 
GLS 4805 — 
2000GLS 5105 5421 023/79 
GLS coupé 5605 5955 
2000 estate 5755 6155 
RX-7 8705 — 
TWR coupé 7355 — 


| MERCEDES-BENZ (98 dealers) 


200 7928 


1911 First AA hotel inspec- 
tor goes to work; Association 
announces that ‘countrywide 


reports will be: sg ype in 
one year. Today, AA employs 
30 people making 14,000 hotel 
inspections each year. 


gap between Golfs and Passats 
and tempt touring Golf partners 
who must now take the twins on 
holiday, too. 

What next from VW? DRIvE 
reckons that the ageing Passat 
will be next for the notchback 
treatment. 


Unhappy returns 

MOTORING ABROAD this summer? 
Then be warned that it can now 
cost £500 or more to repatriate 


200D 8104 — 
230 _ 9070 
230C _ 11057 
240D 9086 9682 
240D Iwb 14199 14639 
240TD estate 10586 10586 
250 — 10490 
250T — 11864 
250 Iwb _ 14199 
300D — 11302 
280E — 12507 D11/79 
280SE — 14614 
280CE — 13581 
280TE estate _ 13993 
350SE — 16996 
350SL — 16825 
450SE — 18295 
450SEL — 19317 
450SL _— 17976 
450SLC — 21143 
450SEL 6.9 —_ 30632 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 
4/4 1600 5772 — 
4-str 6363 — 
Plus 8 8294 — 
MG (1746 dealers) 
MG Midget 3957 — 
MGB Sports 5300 
MGB GT 6029 — D13/79 
OPEL (237 dealers) 
Kadett L 2dr 3613 — 
L 4dr 3758 — 
L3drestate 4034 — 
LS 2dr 3837 — 
LS 4dr 3984 — 
LS 3dr 3943 — 8016 
LS 5dr 4090 — 
LS 3drestate 4324 — 
LS 5drestate 4368 — 
GL 4dr 4461 — 
GL 5dr 4564 — 
GL 5drestate 4764 — 
Berlina 4dr 4933 — 
Berlina 5dr 5015 — 
SR 4830 — 
Ascona SR 5179 — 
4dr Ll 4204 — 
4dr GL 4608 5055 
4dr GL 2.0 4841 5288 
Berlina 2.0 5418 5865 
Manta 2.0 
Berlinetta 
hatchback 6015 6462 
coupé 5879 6326 
Rekord 4dr 5602 6078 
Berlina 6124 6600 012/78 
Berlina HL 7041 7517 
estate DL 6468 6944 
saloon DL 
diesel 6900 7376 
estate DL 
diesel 7442 7918 
Senator 2.8S 9020 9586 
cD _ 11838 
Monza coupé 12158 12724 


PANTHER (35 Lima and 3 de Ville dealers) 


J72 4.2 24135 24558 
de Ville 5.3 

saloon _ 58390 

convertible — 72355 


a broken-down car from Spain, 
for example. And, with Conti- 
nental hospital charges starting 
at £60 a day, injury or illness in 

Europe can be expensive. 
These contingencies are just 
two good reasons why you 
should arrange AA 5-Star insur- 
ance before you go. Another is 
that, this year, the scheme 
offers substantial benefit 
increases in the categories of 
vehicle, touring and personal 
security. There's also an exten- 
sion to the emergency-repair 
cover, which will pay the first 
ie AE 2 


Lima 8390 8813 
_ Lima Turbo 11090 — 
PEUGEOT (275 dealers) 
104ZL 3298 — 
104ZR 3629 — 
104ZR Custom 3827 — 
104ZS 4228 —' Ri146 
104GL 3428 — RTR406 
104GR 3758 — 
104SR 3905 — RI190 
104SR Custom 4227 — 
104S 4357 — 
305GL 4216 — D9/78 
305GR 4558 — D9/78 
305SR 499s — RI162 
305SR Custom 5379 — 
305GRD 5281 — D19/79 
304GL estate 3910 — RTR386 . 
304SL estate 4207 — 
§04GR 5054 5648 RI174M 
504GRD 5786 — RTR425 
504 estate 5563 — 
GR estate 6279 6873 RI159 
Family estate 6659 7253 
D estate 6296 ‘ 
Family diesel. 
estate 7480 — 
505GR 6357 6951 
SR 6882 7476 
Ti 6858 7452 
STi 7572 8173 #803 
GRD 7172 «— 
SRD 7696 — 
604SL 8769 9363 RTR391 
Ti 10364 10828 RI167 
D Turbo 9667 — 
POLSKI FIAT (123 dealers) 
125P 2584 — RTR379 
estate 2940 — 
Polonez 3500 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
— 9864 
PORSCHE (26 dealers) 
924 ~ 9276 9755 D7/78 
924 Lux 9755 10133 
924 Turbo 13802 — 
911SC (coupé 
or targa) 16282 — 
911 SC (sport 
coupé or targa) 17527 — 
928. 21900 21900 
9288 25424 25424 
Turbo 28123 28123 
PORTARO (25 dealers) 
' Pampas 250D 6660 — 
; 250DL  . 7020 — 
250DPU 7151 — 
250DP 7288: — 
RELIANT (184, and 76 Scimitar dealers) 
Robin 850 2755 — 
estate 3005 — 
Super Robin 850 3155 — 
estate 3355 — D21/79 
Kitten DL 3437 — 
DL estate 3697 — 
Scimitar GTE 10481 10481 RTR303 
GTC 11517 11517 
‘RENAULT (568 dealers) 
4TL 3143 — R161 
4GTL 3352 — 8017 
5 - 31392 -— 
§TL 3521 — D3/78 
5GTL 3dr 3723 — RI143 
Sdr ; 3880 — 


£50 of any repair bill including 
labour costs — even if you 
break down in Britain en route 
to or from the Channel ferry. 

‘The maximum contribution 
towards the location of spare 
parts goes up to £100. 


Cover-up job 

IT WAS HERALDED as an all-new 
British sports car, but further 
details of the £33,000-plus 
Desande Roadster were not 
easy to come by at its launch. 


DRIVE’s drooling tester even-. 


tually discovered that under 
this true Brit’s 1930s bodywork 


5TS 4108 RTR370 

5 auto — 4212 RI172 

5 Gordini 5270 — 803 

12TL 4014 — RTR385 
estate 4470 — RTR374 

14TL 3954 — RTR414 
14GTL 4149 — 

14LS 4208 — 

14TS 4590 — D6/78 

18TL 4171. — 

18TS 4582 — RI189 

18GTL 4829 — 

18 auto _ 5259 

18GTS 5296 — 

18TL 
estate 4623 — 

18LS 
estate 4881 _ 

18TS 
estate 5076 5412 

20TL 5662 — RTR409 

20LS 6122 6458 

20TS 6840 7176 D12/78(M) 

30TS 8170 8507 RI134(M) 

30TX: 9643 9979 RI134 

ROLLS-ROYCE (78 dealers) 

Silver Shadow Il — 39390 RTR312 

Silver Wraith | — 46379 

Corniche — 58563 

Convertible _— 62189 

Camargue = 71308 

ROVER-TRIUMPH (946 dealers) 

Rover 2300 6717 7172 °§&Ri186 
2600 7841 8091 #£D8/78 
3500 9817 10067 RTR428(M) 
v8s 11429 11679. 

Range Rover 3.5 12538 — D2/79 

Triumph Spitfire 4444 — RTR376 
hardtop 4609 — 

Dolomite 1300 4133 — 

1500 4435 4867 #RTR345 
1500HL 4935 5367 RTR345 
1850HL 5501 5933 RTR288 
Sprint 6675 6834 RTR332 

TR7 fixed head 6312 6591 RTR401 
drop head 6095 6374 

SAAB (205 dealers) 

99GL 2dr 5410 — 

99GL 4dr 5895 6405 RTR419 

99 2dr Turbo 8075 — 

900GL 3dr 6615 - 

900GLS 3dr 6910 7485 

900GLS 5dr 7130 7775 

900EMS 3dr 8100 

900GLE 5dr 9035 9025 

Turbo 3dr 10485 — 

Turbo 5dr 10885 — 

SKODA (285 dealers) 

S110R coupe 2274 — 
105S 2149 = — 
105L 2343 — D1/79 
120L 2395 — 
120LE 2594 — 
120LS 2843 — R169 
120LSE 3044 — 

SPARTAN (0 dealers) 

Sports 2dr 4790 — 

2+2 5145 — 

SUBARU (86 dealers) 

1600DL 2dr 3313 — 
4dr 3462 3873 D6/78 
Custom 4dr 3649 — 
coupé 3325 — 


aie 

4wd 

DL estate 
4wd estate 


4621 
4123 
5199 
4322 
5368 


SUZUKI (23 dealers) 


$C100 
LJ80 4wd 
LJ80V 4wd 


TALBOT (650 dealers) — 


Sunbeam 1.0LS 
1.3L$S 
1.0GL 
1.3GL 
1.6GL 
1.6GLS 
1.6Ti 
Lotus 
Avenger 1.3LS 
1.6LS 
1.3GL 
1.6GL 
1.3LS estate 
1.6LS estate 
1.3GL estate 
1.6GL estate 
1.6GLS estate 
Horizon LS 
1118cc 
LS 1294cc 
GL 1118cc 
GL 1294cc 
GLS 1234cc 
SX 1442cc 
Alpine LS 
1294cc 
LS 1442cc 
GL 1442cc 
GLS 1442cc 
SX 1592cc 
2litre 
Matra Rancho 


2550 
3350 
3800 


3230 
3484 
3529 
3783 
3940 
4475 
4786 
7325 


3795 
4216 
4373. 
4051 

4208 
4655 
4812 
5004 


3673 
3819 
4173 
4318 
4708 


4264 
4460 
4946 
5727 
5384 
5570 


TOYOTA (234 dealers) 


Starlet GL 3dr 
GL 5dr 
1200GL 3dr 
1200GL 5dr 

Corolla 


30-1200DL 2dr 
30-1200DL 4dr 


30-1200 5dr 
estate 
1600 Liftback 
Carina 1600DL 
1600DL 
estate 
Celica 1600ST 
coupé 
2000ST 
Liftback 
2000XT 
Liftback 
2000GT 
Liftback 
Cressida 
2000DL 
‘estate 
Corona GL 
Liftback 
Crown 2600 


TVR (20 dealers) 


3000M 
convertible 
Taimar 
Turbo 
convertible 
Taimar Turbo 


3230 
3331 
3460 
3560 


3144 
3263 


3531 
3915 
4054 
4314 
4533 
4929 
5816 
6134 


4710 
5026 


5404 


8196 
8931 
9185 


12196 
12913 
13185 


D2/79 


RI164 


D6/78 


' D9/78 


RTR405 


DS5/79 


R177 


RI151 


RTR381 


RTR308 


D3/79 
D3/79 


RI187 


RTR399 


D10/78 


RTR423 


R185 


D7/78 


-262 coupe 


phones. Today, an AA key 
opens 933 deaastite: 


lurks a 
thanderotrd — - complete with 1 
exhaust-emission control, as_ 
used on the other side of the 
Atlantic. It seems that a com-— 
pany called Neptune cuts off 


hands the innards to Grand Prix 
Metalcraft, which adds the 
aluminium panelwork and lux-— 
ury trim. According to Desande, 
it is this conversion work that 


continued on page 15 
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Tamsin 13001 — 

VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 

Chevette E 3dr 3268 — 

L 3dr 3567 3926 ; 

GL 3dr 3952 4311 03/79 e 
E2drsaloon 3219 — Es: 
E4drsaloon 3349 — 
L2drsaloon 3518 3877 
L4drsaloon 3648 4007 RTR396 ~ 
GL 4dr saloon 4033 4392 i 
L3drestate 3971 4330 ‘ 

AstraL estate 4553 — i 
GL hatchback 4782 — 

Cavalier 1300L 3982 — ys 
1300L 4dr 4113. — D9/78 ; 
1600L 4198 4645 RTR382 
1600L 4dr 4329 4776 = RI163(a) ~ 
1600GL 4dr 4810 5257 
2000GL 4dr 5062 5509 AI152 
2000GLS 4dr 5543 5990 
1600GL 

sports hatch 5138 5585 = 
1600GLS a 
sports hatch 5619 6066 4 
2000GLS { 
sports hatch 5872 6319 RI184 ; 

Carlton 2000 6033 6509 Di2/78 
5dr estate 6625 7101 q 

Royale 2800 10280 10280 024/79 
coupe 10827 10827 

VOLKSWAGEN (355 dealers) . 

Polo N900 3dr 3236 — 
L900 3dr 3559 — RTR408 
GLS 1100 3dr 3921° — R183 

Derby 

$1100 2dr 3422 — 
LS 11002dr 3771 — D3/79 
GLS 1300 
2dr 4126 — RI168 

GolfN 1100 8dr 3572 — RTR411 
L 1100 5dr 4039 — RTR411 
LD (diesel) 

1500 5dr 4855 — RI160 

LS 1300 3dr 4226 — 

GLS 1300 5dr 4693 — 

GLS 1460 5dr — 5052 D6/78 

GTi 1600 3dr 5256 — 807 
Jetta 1.3L 4201 — 

GL 4637 

1.5LS 4724 5029 

GLS 5098 5403 

1.6GLi 6109 

Passat LS 1600 5192 5526 RTR388 
GLS 1600 5dr 5621 5955 RI165 
LS estate 5491 5825 
GLS estate 5983 6317 
LD estate 

(diesel) 5905 6239 
Scirocco GLS 
1600 coupé 5852 6237 D7/79 
GLi 6801 — r 
Storm 7297 — q 
t 

VOLVO (240 dealers) | 

343DL 4302 4526 D10/78 ~~ 

345DL 4601 4827 q 

244DL 6146 6626 RTR426 
SR 6540 7018 

244GL+0/d 7530 7889 RTR426 

244GLE 8147 8535 RTR426_ 

244 GLT 8847 — 5 

245DL estate 6887 7364 RTR368 


245GL estate 
245GLE estate 
264GL 
264GLE 
265GL estate 
265GLE estate 
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NOT FOR THE DOWN-MARKET 
DASHBOARD. _ 


Za ge 


You've just got a new car. 

Now, you have to decide how 
to fill that hole in your dashboard. 

Or very possibly, whether to 
replace the original radio with 
something rather better. 

Choose a Lucas radio, cassette 
player or combined unit featured 
in this advertisement and, frankly, 
you wont be choosing one of 
the cheapest units on the market. 

But then, just look what you 
get for the money. 

Most important of all: really 
fantastic sound. 


LS130PUSHBUTTONRADIO _ 
MW and LW, variable tone control. 5 push 
buttons, electric aerial take-off lead. 


Audio power: 6 watts. 


LS 211STEREOCASSETTE PLAYER - 
Features a choice of auto-reverse or 
: auto-eject. Locking fast forward and fast 
rewind. Tape direction indicators, 
loudness control, illuminated cassette 
| flap. Audio power: 7 watts perchannel. —_ rewind. Audio power: 6 watts per channel. 


MW and LW. Auto-reverse stereo cassette 
player, locking fast forward and rewind. 
Audio power: 7 watts per channel: 


LS 251 RADIO/STEREO CASSETTE PLAYER 
MW and LW push button radio. Electric 
aerial take-off lead. Separate volume, tone 
and balance controls. Auto-eject stereo 
cassette player with fast forward and 


FSDO SOO Om 
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Clear, undistorted, and with 
an excellent bass response. 

Then there’s reliability. 

Very few Lucas units are 
returned. And judged on that basis, 
they’re considerably more reliable 
than certain similarly priced, 
nationally known brands. 

And, of course, Lucas offer 
a whole host of thoughtful—and 
advanced-—features. 

Like noise suppression circuits 
on FM. Take-off leads for electric 
aerials. Auto-reverse on cassette 


LS 450 3D SOUND SYSTEM 
Anadditional amplifier and speaker 
which boosts bass notes to produce a truer 

and richer sound. 


LS 270 STEREO RADIO CASSETTE PLAYER 
AM (MW) and FM stereo radio with noise 
suppression circuit. Stereo cassette 
player features auto-reverse, locking fast 
forward and rewind. Audio power: 7 watts 

per channel. 


So 
players. Fast forward and reverse 
buttons that lock, to leave your 
hands free for driving. 

Like to know more about 
Lucas audio, audio accessories and 
suppression equipment? 

Just complete the coupon, and 
we'll send you the Lucas audio 
information pack, plus a list of our 
dealers. 


Lucas audio, plus a list of dealers. 


Name 


The right parts to fit. 


LUCAS ELECTRICAL LIMITED, 
PARTS & SERVICE DIVISION, 
GREAT HAMPTON STREET, BIRMINGHAM BI86AU. 
TELEPHONE: 021-236 5050. 


| 
| 
| 
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Provincial Insurance congratulates 
the AA on their 75th anniversary 
and look forward to continuing 
our valued association. 


Founded in 1903, the Provincial Insurance Company 
has earned a jealously-quarded reputation for providing the best 
in insurance protection, in many cases pioneering 
new forms of cover to cater for the developing needs of the 
insuring public. 


But it is not just what we offer, how we offer it matters too. 
Personal service is our aim, brought to you by friendly, helpful 
employees at over eighty local offices within the U.K.: 
on-the-spot advice and assistance whenever you need it. 


The right products and the best service: 
together they form the foundation stones of a group that has 
grown to world-wide proportions. 


Provincial Insurance 
Company Limited 
Stramongate Kendal Cumbria 
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xX ‘ continued from page 12 
‘this makes the Roadster worthy 
|of the title 95%-British. 

Mr Desande, incidentally, is a 
Belgian now living in Holland 
jwho drives a Porsche... 


| Map readings 
| AN ENGINE TEST Centre will soon 
}be helping Ford engineers at 
Dunton, Essex, to develop 
| cleaner, more-efficient engines 
| more quickly. 

There, a new process known 
as ‘engine mapping’ works in 
conjunction with a computer to 
record up to 2500 different 
readings in the course of a 
single engine test. These give 
engineers a complete picture of 
| the engine’s operating charac- 
| teristics, and from this master 
}‘map’ a computer programme 
can select the optimum engine 
| settings. 


1912 First AA town-plans, 
showing the best ways through 
principal cities. Similar plans 
still on offer, or members can 
get most in one go by buying 
Book of British Towns. 


| Anengine can also be recali- 
brated from its map any time in 
its life to meet new require- 
ments for fuel economy, per- 
formance and exhaust emis- 
jsion standards — and Ford 
jclaims that the system will 
}enable it to develop engines 
|faster and better than ever 
| before. This is of major impor- 
} tance to motor manufacturers 
jin view of impending tighter 
}restrictions. In the US, for 
|} example, government legisla- 
|tion is demanding a 50% 
| improvement in the average 
| fuel consumption of all model 
| ranges between 1978 and 1984, 
while imposing even stricter 
standards for emissions. 


| Pressure groups 

AS WE DISCOVERED in a nation- 
jwide survey (September- 
| October 1979), tyre-pressure 
| gauges on some garage fore- 
| courts do little for road safety 
| and economy. Now, a British 
Swhat it, has come up with 


te se 


what it believes to be the 
world’s first electronic touch- 
f Dutton tyre-pressure unit, 


1914-1918 Members make 
the ultimate sacrifice: send 
their cars to AA for use as 
ambulances on the Western 
Front. In 1915 alone, 120 cars 
converted. 


| All the customer has to do is 
| select the desired pressure on 
| the touch switches, and con- 
| nect the airline to the tyre. 
| Silicon-chip technology meas- 
j ures the tyre’s pressure, com- 


| 


‘pares it to that required, sup- 
| plies air until the tyre is just over 


| the top, and then releases it in 


a Re Th eg be, 


VIEWERS OF Dallas — th 
man’s Coronation Street — got 
a sneak preview of Triumph’s 
soft-top TR7 last year, but BL 
Cars waited until March this 
year to launch the TR7 it should 
have built in the first place. All 


ie 


pulses until the pressure is cor- 
rect. An audible warning tells 
the driver when the job is done. 

The unit is being marketed by 
Forecourt Automation of Laun- 
ceston, Cornwall, which states 
ominously that this device has a 
‘coin-control facility’. 

As far as free air is concerned, 


e oil- 


hele © ithe death 


that this handsome £6000-plus 
drophead needs now is an 
engine option for the owner 
who wants a car that goes as 
fast as it looks. What price the 
Rover V8? 

Meanwhile, Reliant has pro- 


1919 AA patrols given 
motorcycles and sidecars — 
and tools! — to execute ‘light. 
repairs’; known as ‘first-aid 


machines’. Today, motor- 
cycles back in favour and the 
AA runs a dozen British-built 
Triumphs in congested areas. 


IT PAYS to take out travel insurance — as nine German and Dutch 
tourists can testify. There they were, holidaying in the Norwegian 
valley of Jostedalen, 150 miles north-west of Oslo, when their 
vacation was rudely interrupted by avalanches that blocked their 
way out. If they hadn’t taken the precaution of insuring through 
their respective motoring organisations — ADAC and ANWB — 
they would have had to bear the cost of flying home and then 
returning to their vehicles when the roads had been cleared. 
Avalanches weren't actually covered by their policies, but the 
motoring associations came to the rescue and, at no extra 


_ charge, airlifted the stranded holidaymakers, their eight cars and 


a caravan out of the valley by helicopter. 


duced a convertible version of 
the Scimitar, to be built along- 
side the GTE. The whole Sci- 
mitar range also gets a new 
engine, changing down from 
the 3litre to the lighter 2.8litre 
V6 power unit from Ford. 


this could be the end of the line! 


Trolley to be wise 

IT WAS 18 years ago that the last 
London trolleybus trundied 
through the capital — con- 
demned to the scrapheap by the 
diesel double-decker. 

Now the trolleybus looks set 
to make acomeback, according 
to. a report commissioned by 
the London Transport Commit- 
tee. Fleets of combined- 
battery-and-trolleybuses 
(COMBATSs) could be a familiar 
sight in London by the 1990s, as 
overhead wiring would be 
needed for only one-third of 
routes. Incentives for the 
changeover are rising oil costs 
and a 50% increase in petrol 
prices that is expected to divert 
about 1 million passenger miles 
every day on to London's public 
transport. 


AUTOMOBILE 
ASSOCIATION 

Annual General Meeting 1980 
NOTICE IS hereby given that the 
Annual General Meeting of the 
Automobile Association will be held 
at the Savoy Hotel (Victoria 
Embankment entrance), London, on 
21 May 1980 at 11.30am, to receive 
the Report of the Committee, to 
adopt the Accounts and Balance 
Sheet for the year ended 31 December 
1979, to.elect members of the Com- 
mittee, to elect and appoint Auditors 
and to deal with any other business 
which the Meeting is competent to 
transact. : 

Dated 1 April 1980 

By Order of the Committee of 

the Association 

W Lynch, Secretary, Fanum House, 
Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA. 

The Report and Accounts are avail- 
able to members on application to the 
Secretary. 


Private detective 

THE SHURLOCK Detector 
Ultrasonic Millivolt Sensing 
Vehicle Alarm is a mouthful to 
say, but it’s only slightly bigger 
than a packet of 20 cigarettes. 

Suitable. for cars, vans and 
caravans, the alarm works by 
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Ordnance Survey MAPS & 


When you’re looking for maps to explore your holiday — 
area 1n Great Britain, think of Ordnance Survey. 
1:50000 Landranger maps, 
at a scale of about one and 
a quarter inches to one 
mile, give all the inform-— 
ation you need to get the 
most from your leisure 
time. 

Holiday areas are also included in our Outdoor 
Leisure Map Series. At a scale of two and a oe inches 
to one mile, they show even more detail. Geers By 

All Ordnance Survey maps are 
available from bookshops, stationers, 
newsagents,camping and outdoor 
leisure shops and many 
other stockists. 


Send the coupon 
for a free 
map catalogue. — 


flooding the vehicle's interior 
with ultrasonic sound waves. If 
| any movement disturbs the pat- 
| tern of waves, the alarm is trig- 
| gered, sounding for 12sec via 
| the car’s horn or a siren. The 
alarm automatically resets itself 
12sec after the cause of the 
| triggering has been removed. 
The alarm can also be acti- 
| vated by a slight voltage drop, 
| enabling the unit to signal mal- 
| functions in the vehicle’s elec- 
| trical circuits, interior courtesy 
| light and ignition. 

Shurlock costs about £45, 
| from most accessory shops. 


Tank force 

A NEW Car-repair technique, 
| which will reduce the cost of 
| rear-end crashes, has been 
| developed by Opel in W Ger- 
| many. Based on aircraft- 
construction practice, it also 
reduces labour by up to 30%. 


1920 AA opens a roadside 


Berks, to ‘encourage use of 
benzole’ — a by-product of 
coal that can be man-made. 


Usually, repairs entail remov- 
ing several parts, such as the 
fuel tank because of the fire 
| hazard from welding, and seats, 
windows and seals because of 
| the risk of heat damage. The 
| new method uses a two-part 

adhesive instead of welding. It 
|has the same stability and 
| strength as a spotweld, and 
makes the expensive preparat- 
ory work unnecessary. 


THE COST of law breaking has 
been hit by inflation. When you 
next leg it to the police pound 
to retrieve your illegally 
parked motor, you'll be writing 
out an even bigger cheque. 

In London, the tow-away fee 
has gone up £7 to £29, else- 
| where it’s up to £27, and, on 
motorways, it’s a £6 increase 
to £30. 


| Cracked idea — 

| AS THE AA took shape in London 
| in 1905, there lay on a dusty 
| shelf in Paris a broken flask that 
| was to save countless motorists 
| from death and terrible injury. 
| The glass vessel had been 
| accidentally knocked over two 
years earlier by Edouard 
| Benedictus while working in his 
| laboratory. But, because of its 
| contents — a dried-out cellul- 
| ose solution — it didn’t splinter. 
| In1909, when Edouard reada 
| report of a Parisienne whose 
| throat was cut by flying glass in 
| ataxi accident, the significance 
| of the laboratory mishap struck 
| home. The following year, 
| Benedictus patented a three- 
i ply, strengthened glass with a 
| layer of celluloid in the middle, 
| calling it Verre Triplex. 

The Birmingham-based Trip- 


‘ment parts, which will be sup- 


filling-station at Aldermaston, | - 


lex company, which acquired 
the British rights to the inven- 
tion in 1912, is today the UK’s 
leading producer of safety 
windscreens and windows for 
motor Cars. 


RECALL TIME. All Saab 900 Tur- 
bos made in 1979 are being 
recalled for improvements to 
the insulation.on some of the 
electrics close to the tur- 
bocharger unit. The replace- 


plied under warranty, com- 
prise a new battery cable, 
silicon-rubber tubing for the 
starter cable, and a heat 
deflector for the battery. For 
our test of the Turbo, see 
pages 83-86. 


Change in a flash 

BOSCH, THE German company 
best known for its lighting and : 
fuel-injection equipment, is 
developing an automatic gear- 
box that’s simple enough for 
car manufacturers to make 
themselves. 

This potentially lethal blow to 
the specialist auto-box makers 
is an electronically controlled 
adaptation of a conventional 
four- or five-speed manual 
gearbox and clutch, in which 
Peugeot and BMW are already 
showing interest. 

Bosch’s reason for this 
altruistic invention? It will sup- 
ply the electronic controls 
required... 


Going your way 

A LONDON traffic expert predicts 
that the capital’s saviour will 
come in the form of... a maxi- 
taxi. Westminster Council’s 
chief engineer, Alan Cryer, 
suggests that a cross betweena 
bus and a cab could well be the 
answer in traffic. 

‘| envisage the maxi-taxi fil- 
ling the gap between the 
space-squandering bus and the 
exclusivity of an unshared cab,’ 
says Cryer. ‘It would ply for hire 
near city offices, stations and 
busy shopping centres. The 
destination of the first person to 
hire it would be flashed on a 
board, and any other passen- 
gers heading in that direction 
would be able to flag it down en 
route. Its passenger capacity 
would, ideally, range from 
seven to 12 people.’ 


Going our way? 

ALMOST HALF of Gt Britain’s 
workers rely on a car to get to 
the office or factory, according 
to the AA’s latest nationwide 
survey on vehicle use. In all, 
72% of motorists quizzed cited 


continued on page 21 


1924 First after-dark AA 
service provided. Now, break- 
down service tackles more 
than 2%million calls every 
year, and work never stops. 


MAKE 
AWELCOME 
CHANGE 


Crest Hotels have made this summer one to 
really welcome with a Welcome Break for all 
the family that won't cost you a fortune. 


WELCOME WEEKENDS 


A two-night weekend dinner, bed and 
breakfast package available from Friday to 
Sunday at over 30 Crest Hotels throughout 
Britain. 


WELCOME OVERNIGHTERS 


The perfect, inexpensive bed and breakfast 
stopover. You can stay one, two or three nights 


any Friday, Saturday or Sunday. 


CHILDREN GO FREE 


Free accommodation for up to three children 
under 14 years old in most Crest Hotels on all 
Welcome Weekends and Overnighters. And 
special reductions in all other Crest Hotels. 
*No single room supplement when a single 
room is booked with one or more twin/double 
rooms. 

Send for your free colour brochure now. 


To: Crest Hotels, Postmark House, Cross Lane, London N8 75D. 
Please send me your free brochure with full details of Crest — D/5/80 


”) 
— CestHotels 


Youll be impressed 


Non-coupon clippers ring London (01) 903 6422; Coventry (0203) 611813; 
Preston (0772) 52682; Glasgow (041) 812 0306. es 


Name 


Address 


3 ‘Only General Accident’s Keep the road after an accident. ate eae 
Motoring policy offers you this. -Youjust phone us. Orinanemergenc 
_ A free, self-drive hire car for up you can contact your local Godfrey 
to a fortnight, if your car is stolen or off. Davis branch direct. Usually, we'll have © 
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The Best of 
British Sunroofs 


Panarama ... probably the most 
beautifully made sunroof in the 
world. 


Add an extra touch of quality to your 
care: 
Panarama — the all- British sunroof 
specially designed for all makes of 
. European car. 

Fitted in a day by trained specialists. 
Panarama sunroofs make car interiors feel 
more spacious, light and airy. 

They're tamper-proof and watertight. 
For details of your local installation centre 
contact: 


SR 


WS 


BY SKYPORT 


Panarama by Skyport Sunroofs U.K. Ltd. 
Crown House, Unit 7, Ashville Trading Estate, 
Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire. 
Tel: Abingdon (0235) 27798 


Britains 
Radio Network At 
Your Fingertips 


Until now the problem with car radios has been that 
they only let you hear half the story. Just as you reach 
the gripping part the signal fades and interference 
takes over, especially on FM broadcasts, where 
reception areas rarely span more than thirty miles, 
often far less. 

Historically, the most popular answer has been 
either to switch off and amuse youself by whistling, or 
twiddle incessantly with the tuning button in an effort to 
find the programme on MW. The first solution becomes 
predictable; the latter is positively dangerous when 
you're on the move. 

Now consider what the Voxson Indianapolis has to 
offer. In appearance it may resemble some other top 


. quality car radios, with a choice of MW and FM Stereo 


wavebands. But note the eight touch buttons. And think 
about the micro-electronic memory inside. Together 
they combine to give you a unique experience — the 
ability to ‘store’ 16 different radio frequencies and 
recall each one instantly at the touch of one of the 
buttons. That’s more than any other car radio currently 
available can do. 


So as you move around the country and FM 
reception starts to fade, touch a button or simply switch 
to MW and hear the remainder of the story. When it’s 
finished, touch another button and you'll instantly hear 
another station altogether. 

And just in case you can find nothing of interest, 
we’ve incorporated a sophisticated stereo cassette 
player so that with the Voxson Indianapolis, you should 
never have to whistle. 

The Indianapolis is one of four stunning and 
sophisticated radios and combined radio/cassette 
players from Voxson, all featuring the unique 
extractable mounting system, but equally suitable for 
conventional mounting. And if you want a simple free- 
tuned combined radio/cassette player, choose the 
Voxson Nurburgring. 

Write for a full colour brochure and for the Voxson 
Guide to Radio Reception, containing details of the 
radio station frequencies throughout the UK. 


VOXSON 


Voxson Audio Limited (Dept. D ), 
Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire Ox14 4RY. 
pled eel ae 26340 
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jowonitor, 


| travel to and from work, or other 


_| work altogether. 


continued from page 17 


work-related journeys, as the 


| main reasons for driving a car. 


Poor public transport is one 
of the causes — one worker in 
10 declares that there is no 
adequate alternative means of 
travel available. Indeed, many 
comment that, without a car, 
they would be forced to change 
their job, move home, or give u 


1925 AA patrols include 
arden shears in toolkits... 
or cutting of nearly 6000 
hedges on dangerous corners. 


In rural areas, 62% commute 
by car, one in five because of 
unsatisfactory bus and train 
services. 

The recent Budget changes 
will particularly hurt the car- 
commuter: the overall extra 
cost to the average motorist will 
be £50 a year. We can only hope 
that this will be reflected in 
increased investment in roads, 
but... 


Dressed repairs 


NO, THEY HAVEN’T just been 
beamed down from the USS 
Enterprise. The space-age gear 
is, in fact, a new line in foul- 
weather suits for . - . motorists. 

The designer is the lady in the 
middle: Jacqueline Liddell, of 
Beeston, Notts. A second-year 
fashion student at Notting- 
ham’s Trent Polytechnic, her 
creation walked off with the first 
prize in a recent competition 
run by the E Midlands textile 
firm Derby Nyla. 

The brief was to design some 
protection for stranded motor- 
ists using Dartex, a 
polyurethane-coated nylon that 
is water-, oil-, grease- and acid- 
resistant. 


TRIUMPH is recalling 18,400 
Liverpool-assembled Triumph 
TR7s for minor modifications 
aimed at preventing water 
ingress in the headlamp 


| mechanism. 


Meanwhile, BL car owners 
now automatically belong to 
an exclusive ‘recall club’. If 


| they are driving models up to 


_| five years old, they can find out 


[whether their vehicle should 


ever have been recalled for 
essential checks and, indeed, 
whether the recall work was 
carried out. 

No other manufacturer in 
Europe has such an advanced 
computer record system. All 
owners have to do is phone 
Oxford (0865) 774663, quoting 
their car’s registration or 
chassis number. It’s as simple 
and as effective as that. 


Seal of Approval 

THE AA’S Seal of Approval has 
been awarded to the Trackrite 
wheel-alignment gauge. 
Approval has lapsed on 
Motoradio’s 790X car radio and 
the Stylex car-seat headrest. 


the 
Honda Quintet was launched in 


BASED ON the Prelude, 


Japan last February. It’s 
claimed to be better than the 
Prelude in its aerodynamics, 
passenger comfort, ventilation 
and noise levels. While Honda 


promises that the 1600cc Quin- 
tet will be sold in the UK, no 
launch date has been fixed. 
This, by the way, is not the 
Honda design to be built by BL 
Cars. Keep looking for a three- 
door hatchback with no grille. 


SAAB IS joining the steady 
stream of manufacturers that 
believes in putting the boot in, 
and this saloon version of the 
five-door Saab 900 Turbo will 
be available in the UK before 
the end of the year. 

The new car is the same size 
as the hatchback models, the 
clever bit being that Saab has 
retained the folding back seat 
to make a luggage platform 
68.9in. long. The engine will 
feature the recently 
announced Automatic Perfor- 
mance Control system — a 
microprocessor device that’s 
designed to save precious fuel 
for the 1980s. 


IS THIS the Volvo of the 1980s? It 
could be, if along series of con- 
sumer tests confirm the com- 
pany’s beliefs that its custom- 
ers still want big, traditional, 
up-market family cars. 
Innovations being tested on 
the new car include a retracting 
spoiler to reduce air drag at 
speed, a new automatic trans- 
mission with built-in overdrive, 
a mini-TV display to replace 


1926 Fog-flare service insti- 
tuted to assist members. For 


winter, all patrols at boxes 
near crossroads as with 
‘powerful carbide flares’. 


gauges for water and oil levels 
— and even a built-in calculator 
with four-stage memory for 
programming driving-seat 
adjustments. 

Volvo’ engineers calculated 
the ideal angle between the 
car’s body and the ground for 
the least air resistance and, to 
keep it that way, self-levelling 
suspension is used. Worried 
about its weight, this Volvo has 
shed pounds by using a bonnet, 
front wings and tailgate of 
aluminium, while a_ lighter 
gauge of glass is used for the 
tailgate’s window. 

Seatbelts come into opera- 
tion automatically when the 


driver starts the car, and retract 
when the door is opened, while 
the floor and seat cushions are 
shaped to prevent occupants 
from ‘submarining’ out from 
under the seatbelt in a frontal 
collision. 

Two engines are being used 


1928 AA produces vehicle 
road-tests, with extended 


trials of numerous new mod- 
els. Technical department also 


kept busy testing new compo- 
nents and devices... and is 
today still looking for a fuel- 
saving gadget that really 
works. 
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Two (wew) Paperback Atlases 
from Geographia 


Europe Road Atlas 
* Scale: 32 miles to 1 inch | 
Motorways 

* Main Roads 

*. Road Distances 

Index to towns, villages etc. 


London Visitors Atlas 

* Scale: 6 inches to 1 mile 

* Descriptive Gazetteer . 

* Cinemas, Theatres, 
Places of Interest 

* Plans and Illustrations 


Only £1.50 each and available from all good bookshop 


Nostalgia in steam. 
A solid brass working model of the 


Birmingham Dribbler 


A limited number of this covetable collector's item is being made 
by methods which have revived the beautiful individual workmanship 
of the late 19th Century model makers. The Birmingham Dribbler is 
steam tested and ready to run. Every authentic component is 
incorporated even down to the whistle and safety valve! It is designed 
to operate at a pressure of 0.69 bar on one filling of 18Occ water. 

The fuel is methylated spirit which heats the boiler externally. Frame 
and wheels are solid British Admiralty brass, formed by the Victorian 
“fine casting” technique. Main components are lovingly hand-polished 
to a superb finish, typical of period models they can be taken apart for 
renovation, repolishing etc. This will appeal to proud owners wishing 
to enjoy The Birmingham Dribbler to the full by having it as a display 
piece when not actually puffing out steam. 

An heirloom of the future, offered at the favourable price of £69, 
including packing, postage and insurance. 

Early ordering is advisable to avoid disappointment. 

earreds eS se ae DESIG aay Tae eT Li eeateioal al clea RAED ESSER SIE 
ORDER FORM Post to F.D.L., P.O. Box 67, Kidacre, Leeds LS1 1LS. 
Please send me working model(s) of The Birmingham Dribbler 


BARCLAYCAI 


I enclose cheque for £_______——_—s or debit my Access or 


Barclaycard no. aie 
aN 
Signature eid 


Mr/Mrs/Miss 
(Please use Block Letters) 
Address 
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locking, leather or Draylon trim, 
burred walnut facia and door 
cappings, two air-conditioning 
systems, a sunroof over the rear 
compartment, a stereo system, 
cocktail cabinet and colour TV. 
And, if the standard engine isn't 
man enough, there’s a tur- 
bocharged version or a meaty 
4.4litre alloy V8 Leyland engine. 

To cap it all, there are special 
hunting seats that are raised 
hydraulically through the sun- 
roof. Just the job for the occa- 
sional tiger shoot, what? 

Price depends on just how 
many goodies you want, rang- 
ing from a modest £22,688 to 
double that and more. 


1930 Car insurance becomes 
compulsory. AA offers mem- 
bers’ policy through Motor 
Union. In 1980, AA Insurance 
Services provide cover for 
more than 300,000 members 
and non-members. 


in the car, both turbocharged: 
one a standard petrol engine, 
and the other a 2.4litre diesel. 


Rifle Range Rover 
AIMED AT the well-heeled huntin’, 
shootin’ and fishin’ fraternity, 
the Regency Excelsior is the 
ultimate in off-road luxury. 
The London-based firm of 
Rapport Automotive is not just 
producing an extra-long Range 
Rover. Lovingly installed in the 
additional 35in of bodywork, 
apart from the extra doors, are 
electric windows, central door 


Oil changes 

BY THE END of the 1980s, engine 
oils will be radically different 
from those in use today. The 
prediction comes from George 


Great way: 
for people 


Shorten, head of research and 
development at Century Oils — 
Britain’s largest independent 
producer — whose extensive 
range of lubricants has helped 
to keep Britain’s wheels turning 
for more than 50 years. 

Says Shorten: ‘With the 
Americans tightening up their 
specifications because of the 
energy crisis, there will be a big 
switch to synthetic oil to reduce 
demand on crude. In the mean- 
time, more and more lubricants 
will offer twice the mileage life 
between oil changes.’ 

But according to Filtrate Ltd 
— another independent oil 
company — it could take a while 
before these are recommended 
by all car manufacturers. 

Adds a spokesman for Shell: 
‘The emphasis will be on engine 
and transmission oils that will 
improve mpg by cutting friction 
losses. We believe that, by 1989, 
lubricants will be capable of 
making a9% petrol saving. And, 


1932 Great outdoors catching 
on, and AA reports ‘great 
demand’ for its booklet on 


camping and caravanning. 
Today, campers are looked 
after by DRIVE’s sister- 


magazine TRAIL. 
1933 AA joins with other 
organisations in scheme for 
more-efficient training of gar- 
age mechanics. 


going places, 


Great service from ship to shore with Townsend Thoresen and the Automobile Association. 
Between us we give you the benefit of over 125 years of Continental Motoring Service. 
Get the Townsend Thoresen Holiday Planner for full details from your AA office or 


Townsend Thoresen Brochure Dept., PO Box 12, Dover, Kent CT16 1LD. 


with vehicle manufacturers 
doing their bit, cars could well 
be producing double the mpg 
of 1975 models.’ 


Roads information 
Numbers in parentheses. refer 
to maps in the 1978-1979 AA 
Members’ Handbook. (Please 
note: 1980-81 edition now 
available for collection from AA 
offices.) 

GT BRITAIN 

Motorways open 

M876 Larbert M9 (Junction 7), 
4.5 miles (44); M9 Junctions 7-9, 
6.5 miles (52); M11 Junctions 
9-14, 15 miles (19). 

Major roads open 

Downham Market bypass A10, 
2.7 miles (28); Ludlow bypass 
A49, 4.5 miles (16); Sandwich 
bypass Stage 1 (A258-A257), 1.7 
miles (11); Whitby bridge A171, 
0.5 miles (41) 

OVERSEAS 

Portugal Auto Estrada do Norte - 
E3, Lisbon-Santarém, extended 
14km from Carregado to 
Aveiras de Cima; new toll 
charges from Lisbon to Aveiras 
de Cima: cars E47.50; cars with 
caravans E52.50. 

Sweden 5.5km. section of 
Motorvag E4, Gavle bypass, 
links E4 with road No 80; 
Kiruna-Narvik road No 98 now 
open to traffic as far as Torne- 
trask (50km); road No E4, 17km 
Varnamo bypass, now open. 


Drive on for some great times abroad 


& at say Seis ebrugee 
Calais 


Felixstowe @ 


@ @leHavre 
Cherbourg 
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The European Ferries 
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Congratulations 
on your 


78: 


Anniversary 


Hazlewood 
Engineering 
Company Ltd. 


Trailer — MY KIND OF PLACE 
Specialists 


; | Days of wine 


THE MAN WHO Set the winebar ball rolling 


CONGRATULATIONS was, appropriately, Derek Balls, chair- 


man of.the long-established Balls 

ON YOUR Brothers, the endow wine merchants. 

His restaurant-cum-pub brainchild 

ANNIVERSARY was born in 1960, when his first 

9 : winebar was opened in the shadow of 

St Paul’s, at Carey Lane. And, judging 
: : by the way that similar places have ~ 
May We Wish You mushroomed across the nation — | 

Every Success Balls Bros alone runs 12, all in the capi- 

for the Future. tal — Derek Balls clearly saw, and 

ILLINGWORTH || corked, a hole in the market. - 

@ Today, winebars are enjoying 

CARPETS another burst of popularity — not so 
Malthouse Lane much for their range of good-value © 

MANUFACTURER OF wines as for the chance to dine for less 
Church Lench than £5 a head. Other attractions are — 
Evesham, Worcs their complete informality, novel — 


décor, and their ability to cater both for 
Telephone diners wanting to make an evening of ~ 
Evesham (0386) 870839 it, and visitors simply wanting a snack — 
before going on to the cinema. And, — 
with even company purse-strings 
being drawn tighter, winebars are also | 
being used increasingly for business 
lunches. 

Says lan Tyers, manager of the AA’s 
hotels department: ‘Wine bars repres- 
ent fine value for money’. 

As the proof is undeniably in the eat- 
ing, DRIVE asked some of the AA’s — 
restaurant inspectors for their verdicts — 
on three of the many winebars they — 
have just inspected for the new AA 
guide 999 Places to Eat Out for Around 
£5 (£1.95). | 

Grapes Wine Bar, Angel Arcade, Camden Pas- ; 
sage, Islington, London N1: a sophisticated 

| 


DOMESTIC CARPET TILES 


AND 
SUPPLIER TO 
THE 
AUTOMOBILE 
ASSOCIATION 
OF 


VILLATEX ULTRA 
CONTRACT 
CARPET TILES 


Illingworth Carpets 

Britain’s Leading Carpet Tile 
Manufacturer 

Shelf Mills, Shelf, Halifax, 
West Yorkshire HX3 7PA 


basement haunt with Saturday-night entertain- — 
ment — live folk music oraNoel Coward evening. — 
Original dishes that impress are stuffed auber- 
gines (85p), and chili con carne garnished with — 
fresh apple (about £2). Home-made desserts — 
include fresh banana cake, banana flummery, 
and whim whams. A large glass of excellent 
French house wine costs about 60p. 

Ye Olde Wine Shoppe, Wyndham Arcade, St 
Mary St, Cardiff: well worth a visit for its friendly 
bars and bright little bistro with good choice of 


cold-table platters (about £1.80). Chef’s specials 
TRUCKS, VANS (from £2.50) include pork Americana (cooked in 
wine with peaches and brandy flambe), Malayan 

AN yy CARS chicken (a hot, spicy curry) or shrimps ala Creole 
(cooked in wine, tomatoes, paprika and garlic). — 
| Gateaux and cheesecakes are about 40p a por- © 
DESIGNED FOR tion — the cost of a large glass of house wine. — 
Corks Wine Bar, Whitefriars St, Coventry: dark — 
THE | 980’s green walls, a raftered ceiling and tulip-shaped — 
wall lamps create a yesteryear atmosphere. The ~ 


list of cold and hot dishes (50p-£2.50) changes 


THE HAL 

daily: soup (40p), pizzas (80p), meals of the day 
TOTTENHAM, 01-808 7771 ‘such as spaghetti or boeuf bourguignonne (£1), 
| meat salads (£1.50), and steak (£2.50). 


/ | DRIVE ae Fister: rm 
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TheTR7is nowavailable with a little extra headroom. 


The TR7 is now open. 
In fact it’s the first launch of a major 
new British open-top two-seater in years. So 
it will no doubt come in for a fair amount of 
scrutiny from the sports car fraternity. 

And since the fraternity is known fora 
degree of traditionalism, we fully anticipate 
a few raised eyebrows among the older 
members. 

True, the performance is well up to the 
TR standard. Indeed, with 5 gears, 2 litres 
of power and a top speed of 114 mph, it’s not 
just the lack of a roof that makes your hair 
stand on end. 

But where, we hear them ask, are the 
other distinguishing marks of the great British 
open two-seater? 

Where, for instance, are the noise and 


vibration so loved by the purists? Why, in this 
car, when you want to have a word with your 
passenger, you scarcely need to raise your 
voice, let alone bellow. 

And what's happened to that time- 
honoured sports car austerity? 

With deep, comfortable seats, thick 
carpets, speakers built into the doors and all 
that interior space, we can already hear the 
purists tut-tutting. 

Gone, too, are the hours that you used 
to spend fighting to put the hood up or down. 
In the TR7 Drophead one person can do the 
job in less than 60 seconds. 

Even so, we reckon the car’s perform- 
ance is going to win over the traditionalists 
in the end. 

For once youre on the road with the 


ALLOY WHEELS AN ETALLIC FINISH SHOWN ARE OPTIONAL EXTRAS 


tachometer needle edging up and the wind 
in your hair, you know youre driving a 
thoroughbred TR. 

Its wind-cheating shape and taut 
suspension make it stick to the road like 
superglue, even on the tightest of bends. 

The new TR7 Drophead is now 
appearing at your local showroom ina range 
of shockingly untraditional colours and 
metallic finishes. 

If youre still young enough to 
appreciate the sky for a roof and the thrill of 
the open road, westrongly suggest i Wy 
a test drive. If not, why are you 


still reading this? Better go fora eng 
test drive just in case. Yee! 


The new TR7 Drophead. 


Jaguar Rover Triumph 
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In the last ten years stamps as an 
investment have outperformed shares, 
inflation and even house prices. This is 

roved by an independent survey by 
Maxwell Stamp Associates which shows 
that 12 sample portfolios of stamps rose 
in value during the 10 years by an average 
of 638%. 
Although past performance is no 
uarantee of what may happenin the 
uture it is worth noting that the sharpest 
rises are in the most recent years. 

This is why every wise investor will 
want to have at least a part of his invest- 
ment in stamps. 

To help you make such an investment 
L&A Philatelics provide an expert 
advisory service. We are pene in 
rare and classic stamps which in 
particular have shown outstanding 
increases 1n value. 

We prepare portfolios from £250 
upwards, and also undertake to sell for 
you at the highest prices obtainable when 
you wish to realise. 

Why not find out more about our 
service by sending off the coupon. It 
could lead to your best investment ever. 


To: L& A Philatelics Ltd., Lloyds Bank Chambers, 
The Cross, Crowborough, 

East Sussex TN6 2SQ. 

Tel: Crowborough 2158/9. Telex: 95449. 

lam interested in investment in rare stamps. 
Please send me full information on your service. 


Name 


Address 


Why every wise investor 
should havea stake in 
rare classic stamp 


Right - 1880 2/- Light Brown SG12] Mint 
1979 £2,500 Winter 1979 £5,000 Cat. 
Below -1913 £1 Green SG403 Mint 
1979 {1,200 Winter 1979 £4,000 Cat. 


Below-1883-84 5/- Rose SGI80 Mint 
1979 £350 Winter 1979 £900 Cat. 


Above right - 1867-83 - £5 Orange SGI37 Mint pair 
1979 £9,000 1980 £15,000 Cat. 


Left-1883 10/- Blue SGI83 Mint 
1979 £650 Winter 1979 £1,700 Cat. 


Below-1902 £1 Edward VII SG266 Mint 
1979 £850 Winter 1979 £3,000 Cat. 


Ceoecerooeseveeecsece 


The 10-year record to March 1979 of th 
- Value of stamps compared with houses, 


andRetailPricelndex, 


1 of12 


T+3n%] 


ee Se portfolios 

ea acta aaa Baa of stamps 
ATT 7%. i '| researched 

: TH 7% 14+209%|} | wationwide |} by 
ETOrdinary: 4 Building +7 Maxwell 

| index 4. (RetailPrice || Society | Stamp 
ee (Index) | Index) 


| | Associates 


Shares Inflation Houses Stamps 


L&A Philatelics Ltd. 


Stamp Brokers & Dealers Valuations for Probate 
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: © DUNLOP TYRES 


Going further all the time. 


Today the AA and Dunlop tyres are still making sure you get home safely. 


= May-June 1980 
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Se 
(LE INDEX OF 
MOTORING COSTS 


MONTH-BY-MONTH Servic- All Total Petrol 

ANALYSIS (all cars) ing/ Insur- the: Cost Cost | 
ANUARY-DECEMBER 1979 Petrol Repairs ance osts Total Mileage per Mile per Mile | 
4 Caboeel opens sy ane bis aie its (pence) (pence) 


He; THE ONLY true 
guide to the average 
motorist’s expenditure on run- 
ning a car. In this unique DRIVE 
service, 1000 owners picked at 
random each month are asked to 
declare the number of miles they 
have driven, the amount of petrol 
they’ve bought, and all other 
related outgoings. 

The results of these interviews 
are then added to the data from 
similar surveys in the previous 11 
months. Thus, in addition to 
analysing the combined experi- 
ences of 12,000 motorists each 
year, DRIVE’s Index of Motoring 
Costs also succeeds in ironing- 
out seasonal fluctuations. 

Three main areas of expendi- 
ture are highlighted — fuel, serv- 
icing and repairs (including oil for 
topping-up) and insurance. Road 
tax, motoring-organisation sub- 
scriptions, parking fees, acces- 
sories and miscellaneous items 
are shown as ‘All other costs’. 
Depreciation, however, is not 
taken into account. 


PRAPPAOH KHIM 
NODMDODOHDDO= 
OODADADOAAO= 


PRESENT AND PAST ANNUAL EXPENDITURE (all cars) 
Jan 1979—Dec 1979 355.79 178.96 58.75 103.12 696.62 8530 8.17 4.17 
Jan 1978—Dec 1978 283.05") 470.22""" 62:54 100.14 605.93 9122 6.64 3.10 


Jan 1977—Dec 1977 296.57. 147.53 43.38 95.92 583.32 8973 6.50 3.31 
Jan 1976—Dec 1976 285.90 119.74 40.77 74.86 521.27 9208 5.66 3.10 


‘All other costs’ includes expenditure on items such as road tax, parking, AA subscription, accessories etc . 


If you’re an ‘average’ motorist cost £90 more than in 1978, the in 1979 is the lowest 12-monthly - 
— that is, if you run a middle- largest single jump being the mileage recorded since April 
of-the-range family saloon and extra £70 you paid for your pet- | 1976, when fuel costs per mile 
drive around 8500 miles a year __ rol. But these differences don’t had soared by 30%. At the 
—  you.spent nearly £700 last _ tell the whole story, because beginning of 1979, you spent 
year to keep your car on the you also drove almost 600 miles 3.37p per mile on petrol but, by [ 
road. Just over half of this was less. In other words, you spent December, this had risen to 
swallowed up by petrol less time at the wheel, but 1.5p 5.04p. The average over the 
(£355.79), and a quarter by serv- per mile more compared to 1978 = year worked out to 4.17p — 
icing and repairs (£178.96). when you were there. 1.07p more than the average 
Altogether, your motoring In fact, the 8530-mile average over the previous 12 months. 


YEAR OF REGISTRATION Total Petro) Owners of new or almost-new 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE Cost Cost cars drove twice the mileage in 
(all cars) Total Mileage per Mile per Mile the last 12 months of those who 
(£) 7 (pence) (pence) rana vehicle that was first regis- | 
tered before 1970. 
toca _ Because their models are 
1977 likely to be under warranty, and 
1976 not suffering from undue wear 
1974/1975 36. 4 and tear, new-car owners have 
1972/1973 - almost certainly not yet encoun- 
1970/1971 ; tered a major repair bill: that’s 
Pre-1970 due in the fifth year. . . 


HOW THE MONEY GOES UP — AT-A-GLANCE _ 


TOTAL COST OF MOTORING PETROL AND SERVICING/REPAIRS COST 
AND COST PER MILE WITH PETROL COST PER MILE 


PETROL COSTS (£) 


£300. +— pts 


You can afford to smile a little if 
you’re running a car with an 
engine-capacity under 900cc. 
Although you’re likely to be 
driving 400 fewer miles than the 
owner of, for example, an 
1800cc model, your fuel costs in 
terms of pence per mile are more 
than one-third less — 3.39p 
against 4.58p for 1800cc-owners. 


NATIONALITY AND MAKE 
(post-1969 cars) 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 


BRITISH 


_|Chrysler/Talbot . 
_ Ford 

{BL Cars 

_ {Vauxhall 


FOREIGN 
French 


Italian 
Japanese 


You’re sitting pretty if youruna 
Fiat 128 or 124. With total run- 


ning costs averaging out at 5.57p. 


per mile, you’re enjoying 
cheaper motoring than anyone 
else in the table. 

You can also consider your- 
‘self well off if you’re a Datsun 
Cherry owner: your outgoings 
per mile are only fractionally 
higher at 5.58p. And you’re a 
real miser at the petrol pumps — 
with a fuel budget of only 3.11p 
per mile. 

You’re not doing so badly, 
either, if you have a Ford 
Fiesta: your motoring works out 
to 5.75p per mile. And you’re 
not far behind the man in the 
Fiat 128 or 124 when it comes to 
what you spend on petrol — just 
.08p more per mile at 3.34p. | 

However, it’s the Mini 1000 
brigade that’s chalking up the 
smallest average monthly bill of 
the lot — but then this breed of 
motorist isn’t using his car as 

|| often as the other four. 


1936 AA criticises intensive 
and widespread police cam- 
paign against motorists for 
offences having ‘little or no 
relation to road safety’. Many 
| thousands of law-abiding citi- 
‘zens prosecuted when a warn- 
}jing would have sufficed. 


ENGINE SIZE Total Petrol 


(post-1969 cars only) Other Cost Cost 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE Petrol Costs Total Mileage per Mile per Mile 
(£) (£) (£) (pence) (pence) 


— 900cc 

901—1100cc 22.40 
1101—1300cc 27.99 
1301—1500cc 29.37 
1501—1700cc 37.73 


1701cc+ 


Total Petrol 

Cost Cost 
Mileage per Mile per Mile 
(pence) (pence) 


8.13 4.18 


8.43 4.37 
7.81 4.16 
4.25 
3.91 


4.13 


4.22 
4.04 
3.87 
4.10 


3.84 
4.37 
4.57 
4.12 
5.48 


If your choice is a British car, 
the odds are that it’s slightly 
older and larger than the foreign 
models that some of your 
friends and neighbours are driv- 
ing. As aresult, you’re probably 
paying more on ‘servicing and 
repairs. But at least your petrol 
outgoings are similar — 4.18p 
per mile against 4.13p. 


755 


683 
847 
690 
800 


743 


720 
690 
753 
814 


665 
693 
555 
711 


1934 Official driving tests 
introduced. AA comments: 
‘It would be premature to 
express any definite views as 
to their practical value in the 
reduction of accidents.’ 


Total Petrol 
Cost Cost 
per Mile per Mile 
(pence) (pence) 


9.50 3.84 
6.84 3.49 
8.43 3.82 
6.98 3.88 
8.97 4.21 
7.87 4.21 
6.26 4.00 
10.66 
7.47 
7.31 
10.89 
5.58 
6.99 
5.57 
6.70 
11.40 
6.73 
11.82 


MODEL-BY-MODEL 

ANALYSIS 

(post-1969 cars) Petrol Total 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE (£) (£) (£) 


17.23 42.66 
18.83 36.94 
20.76 45.73 
28.99 “afeani to 
32.64 69.46 
LOL 47.45 
30.89 48.33 
33.86 84.75 
47.87 76.44 
27.71 52.64 
29.20 76.13 
21.21 38.13 
27.26 49.06 
23.28 39.74 
19.89 37.47 
24.41 62.82 
27.70 53:73 
26.55 64.31 
36.02 68.11 
26.15 44.98 
30.97 56.15 
38.71 70.00 
42.33 70.66 
36.81 57.98 
Granada/Consul 45.70 72.74 
Renault 4/5/6 24.28 49.75 
12 29.97 44.11 
15/16/17 36.94 58.07 
Rover .2000/3500 (pre-1976) 50.11 80.53 
Triumph Toledo/Dolomite 1300 24.62 50.30 
1500/Dolomite 1500 31.10 67.81 
2000/2.5PI 40.44 74.36 
Vauxhall Viva 1256 24.70 51.92 
Chevette 1256 30.33 56.28 
Cavalier 1584 46.01 76.33 
Volkswagen Beetle 22.32 39.62 
Golf/Polo 31.44 47.32 


NB: Different usage patterns and sample sizes could account for some of the 


Mileage 


449 
540 
543 
747 
774 
603 
772 
795 
1024 
720 
699 
683 
702 
713 
559 
551 


Austin-Morris Mini 850 
Mini 1000 

1100/1300 

Allegro 

Maxi 

Marina 1300 Mk | 

Marina 1300 Mk 2 

Marina 1800 

Princess 

Chrysler/Talbot Avenger 1300 
Hunter 1750 

Datsun Cherry 

Sunny 1200GLS 

Fiat 128/124 

500/127 

Ford Escort 1100/Popular Mk 1 
Escort 1100/Popular Mk 2 
Escort 1300 Mk 1 

Escort 1300 Mk 2 

Fiesta 

Cortina 1300 Mk 3 
Cortina 1600 

Cortina 2000 

Capri 1600 Mk 2 


4.71 
8:22.” 
4.39 
6.78 
29.92 
14.24 
25.32 
13.07 
2.38 
14.67 
14.04 
12.88 
3.98 
12.69 
13.93 
2.71 
8.08 
16.72 
14.70 
17.86 
21.23 
15.39 
7.74 
12.05 
4.87 
3.29 
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6.24 
13.98 
6.92 
7.31 
13.55 
12.49 
8.16 
7.47 
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5. 
4. 
4. 
4. 
4. 
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4. 
4. 
4. 
6. 
6. 
6. 
4. 
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6. 
4. 
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5. 
4. 
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small variations, in particular areas, in expenditure on particular makes and models. 


ENGINEER'S 
ESSAY 


Eastern‘ 
promise 


TIME WAS when every Japanese 
car had poor ride characteris- 
tics, worse handling and styling 
as modish as a Ford Edsel’s. 
But the world queued up to buy 
these reliable, oil-tight motors. 

Now, the Japanese are about 
to guarantee their market 
domination with a new genera- 
tion of cars far better suited to 
motoring in Europe. It has to 
happen because Japanese cars 
can no longer offer European 
buyers a major cash saving. 
Instead, they will have to sell on 
merit alone. 

With this in mind, | visited 
Japan to discover what merits 
the Japanese car has on its 
home ground — and what its 
makers must do to adapt it to 
OUTS 4/0. 

For the key to Japanese car 
design, look no further than the 
country’s geography and laws. 
Even on its motorways, speeds 
are restricted to 50mph — 
which most drivers respect; off 


Clean, inviting 
- packing. 


Few manufacturers 


understand the 
Accessory Market 
better than Tex. 


Our packs are 
clean, bright, modern, with 
simple coding and design. 

We tailor our products with 
a degree of care and skill 
that's the result of decades of 
experience in the field. 
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WE, 


IX 


t 
them, on the narrow roads that | systems are more efficient than 


twist from the coastal strip to 
the mountains, overtaking is 
hazardous at the best of times, 
so traffic proceeds with Orien- 
tal tranquility. 

These are the conditions that 
encourage Japanese designers 
to produce motors with good 
low-speed torque and a com- 
fortable low-speed ride: The 
trade-off is that speeds never 
rise sufficiently high to reveal 
the vagueness inherent in the 
widely-used recirculating-ball 
steering systems. 

Even land prices have played 
their part in car design. 
Because of the astronomically 
high cost of building land on 
the islands, and the priority 
given to residential rather than 
commercial building, repair 
garages are few and far bet- 
ween. What better incentive 
could there be for developing 
reliable engines, and facias that 
bristle with component-failure 
and overdue-service warning 
lamps? 

What did surprise me was 
that the Japanese buy their cars 
more for pleasure than for bus- 
iness, and that a good many of 
them have no ambition at 
all to own their own car. | meta 


well-paid chief engineer at one 


car factory who travelled 
everywhere by public transport 
— but then Japan’s transport 


anything we enjoy at home. It’s 
a fact that the average Japanese 
worker lists a colour TV as his 
main purchase, and he will then 
agonise over whether to buy a 
car or an air-conditioning sys- 
tem for his home. 

If he decides on a car, it will 
be Japanese. Only the really 
wealthy will consider going 
foreign, though European cars 
are certainly considered chic. 
Favourite makers are BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz, Porsche and, 
curiously, the diesel-powered 
Volkwagen Golf LD. 

| believe that the Japanese 
Car industry has three advan- 
tages that ours lacks. Its work- 
ers are proud of their country, 
loyal to their company and have 
a highly competitive approach 
to work. Even on the shopfloor, 
workers are keen to take 
examinations to obtain a better 
job. And to think that the indus- 
try started by following Britain’s 
lead at the turn of the century — 
which is why Japan drives on 
the left. 

They don’t copy us any more. 
| felt that they were baffled by 
the British attitude to work; but 
the industry's superb labour 
relations are based on a loyalty 
to the company that is totally 
alien to us. 

Overmanning, absenteeism 
and bitter industrial disputes 
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you'l find a Tex 
replacement better. 


Bath Road, Heathrow, Hounslow, Middlesex. | 
. Telephone: 01-759 9111 P| 


are still unheard of, though tt 
unions have achieved bette 
pay and conditions than are} 
found in Britain. ; 
A visit to the Toyo Kogyo 
company, Japan’s fourth- 
largest motor manufacturer, | 
proved instructive. Better-_ 
known in Britain as Mazda, the 
company has produced more} 
than 1million Wankel-engined | 
cars, and more than 8million: 
conventionally powered. cars, | 
Yet Mazda exported its first veh- 
icle — a three-wheeled truck to) 
China — as recently as 1956. | 
By Japanese standards, the) 
company isn’t booming. The 
firm showed a profit in 1978 for, 
the first time since the 1974 oil 
crisis, and is among the world’s 
most vulnerable vehicle man- 
ufacturers. Like BL, it isn’t big 
enough to compete unaided 
with the giants. (i 
Ford’s offer to buy a 20% 
equity share in Mazda could not 
have come at a better time. Ford 
can gain a number of fully 
developed lean-burn, low- 
emission engines ready to drop 
into its range of sub-compacts, 
and Mazda gets badly needed 
cash to re-tool for a new line of 
lightweight cars. 
One thing is certain. Ford | 
cash spent in Japan can’t be 
spent in the UK. Ford, it seems, 
knows where to make its money | 
work. MARCUS JACOBSON 
i 
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Star of all the rush hours 


The eldest child of the fuel-crisis 
generation is 21 this year. Just 
two years after the Suez crisis 
gave the motoring West its first, 
sharp lesson in fuel frugality, the 
848cc Morris Mini Minor was 
born. And it’s still available today 
as the Mini City. 

While the Mini found 4mil- 
lion fans during the swinging Six- 
ties and sobering Seventies, a new 
generation of so-called super- 
minis was bred to outshine the 
Daddy of them all, with tail- 
gates, more space .. . and more 
profits for their makers. Ignoring 
these upstarts, the Mini soldiered 
on as avan, estate, pick-up, Riley 
Elf, Wolseley Hornet, Moke, 
Cooper and Clubman. But 
nothing could disguise the fact 
that it was an ageing, 10ft-long 
box on wheels. 

Soon, there should be an all-new 
Mini Metro to take on the foreign 
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said, 


hatchbacks at their own game; 
but the Mini proper will still be 
there, too. DRIVE went back to the 
cheapest of them all, the Mini 
City, to see if this 21-year-old can 
still hold the key to a budget 
motorist’s heart. 


How it goes 

The Mini has been fitted with 
almost every conceivable varia- 
tion of the venerable A-series 
engine in its time, but, for the 
City, it’s back to the original 
848cc power unit. Power output is 
a modest 33bhp, which doesn’t 
sound like a formula for exciting 
performance — and the leisurely 
acceleration times recorded 
overpage prove that it isn’t. That 
it’s an eager little work- 


horse, starting and pulling well 
right from the word go. 

Around town, it feels nippy and 
responsive, and on the open road 
it bowls along at what seems like 
an impressive rate .. . until you 
realise that you are doing only 
40mph! Overtaking at speed 
needs careful anticipation, a cool 
head, a swift downchange and a 
level road — the merest hint of a 
hill is enough to make the Mini 
City flag. For the record, it takes 
the City 3sec longer than the Mini 
1000 to complete both 30-60mph 
through-the-gears and 30-50mph 
top-gear acceleration runs. Top 
speed levels out at 73mph and, 
provided the wind is in the right 
direction, the City is happy to 
maintain 70mph on a flat motor- 


way. Whether you will feel the 
same way is a matter to which 
we'll coine later. 

Those with not-so-fond 
memories of the early Mini’s gear 
change will find this latest short- 
lever version a big improvement. 
All right, it still can be difficult to 
select first, and reverse invariably 
engages with a grate that makes 
passers-by stare; but its move- 
ment in and out of the other ratios 
is now considerably more slick 
and precise. Pedal pads are on the 
small side, but their positioning is 
better planned than in some mini 
rivals, and there’s plenty of room 
for an idle clutch foot. 

While the clutch has a short 
travel, it does require 34lb pres- 
sure to depress it fully — a little 
too heavy for a round-town car. 
Still, itis man enough to restart on 
a l-in-4 hill with two-up, and 
might well have managed a 1-in-3 


David Cripps 


if the road had not been damp. 

The Mini’s nimble handling 
and surefooted roadholding are 
both fun and extremely safe. All 
that the enthusiastic driver must 
beware of is a blend of bends and 
bumps together which can set the 
little box bobbing all over the 
road. On the smooth, however, 
there’s little to touch the Mini: 
just turn the steering wheel and 
round it goes, with little sign of 
bodyroll. The faster you drive 
into a bend, the greater the ten- 
dency of its snub nose to drift 
wide, but such understeer never 
gets out of hand, and backing off 
the accelerator is all that’s 
required to restore a tighter cor- 
nering line. Grand Prix starts can 
set the front wheels scrabbling for 
grip, especially in the wet, but this 
is less of a problem for the City 
than it is for its more-powerful 
brothers in the Mini range. 

Unusually, the steering man- 
ages to be both high geared —just 
234 turns between full locks — 
and light to handle, keeping the 
driver fully informed about 
what’s happening between the 
tyres and road —a great combina- 
tion for town and country roads. 

We wish the steering wheel 
wasn’t canied at such an awk- 
ward angle, though, as the stretch 
to the top of the wheel dictates 
how far back most drivers have to 
sit. Tall or short drivers will 
appreciate the alternative seat- 
anchorage points — 1'2in apart — 
that compensate for the limited 
movement ‘of the normal seat 
adjusters. You'll need a spanner 
to make the adjustment, but it’s 
worth the effort. The driver’s seat 
looks shapeless, and there’s no 
reclining mechanism, but our tes- 
ters found that their backs sur- 
vived a gruelling 350-mile test day 
without complaint. 

Instrumentation is minimal — 
just a large speedometer with a 
fuel gauge set into it. Maybe one 
shouldn’t expect more of a low- 
cost runabout, but surely posi- 
tioning it in front of the driver — 
rather than in the middle of the 
facia, where it’s masked by the 
driver’s left hand — isn’t too 
much to hope for. . . even after 
21 years of asking. 

Important minor controls are 
grouped on two easily reached 
column stalks: the righthand 
operates indicators, headlamp 
main beam/flash and horn, while 
two-speed wipers with useful 
flick-wipe and electric wash are 
controlled from the left. Rocker 
switches are grouped under the 
speedometer, a long stretch away 
and awkward to find in the dark, 
but we liked their built-in signal 
lamps. 


How comfortable 
Even after all these years, DRIVE 
can’t help but marvel at the genius 


that created so much room inside | 


so small a car. Four slim adults 
can be accommodated with just 
about sufficient knee- and leg- 
room for the two in the back. 
Mind you, we wouldn’t be too 
keen on sitting in the back on long 
journeys: there’s no stretching 
space, seat support is thin, and 
you need to be agile to dodge the 
low roofline and slide past the 
tipped-up front seats. The seat- 
belts don’t get in the way as much 
as they used to, and the door 
checks are better at resisting wind 
and incline. 

The City’s fashionable black- 
and-white houndstooth cloth seat 
facings are a big improvement on 
its predecessor’s pvc upholstery 
in extremes of, weather. 
Utilitarian rubber matting still 
covers the floor, however, and 
bleak, painted metal abounds. 
The leathercloth mat that once 
covered the boot floor has been 
rationalised away, and cargo has 
to balance precariously on the 
spare wheel and battery cover — 
not that you will get much in 
there. We wished for a roofrack. 

In contrast, oddments space 
inside is surprisingly good, and 
the City shames a lot of larger 
cars. There’s a full-length facia 
tray, large pockets built into the 
rear side panels and, when things 
get really tight, even a large vac- 
ant area under the rear seat. We 
still lament the decision, taken 
some years ago, to replace the 
original Mini’s sliding front win- 
dows with wind-ups. Not only did 
an extremely useful pair of large 
door. panniers: disappear but also 
the means of getting draught-free 
ventilation. Unlike other Minis, 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’S verdict on the Austin Morris 
Mini 850 City, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price and 
what kind of car it’s meant to be 


Out of 10 
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there are no fresh-air outlets on 
the City’s facia. 

The latter is a big problem, for 
the heater is an all-or-nothing 
design. Controlled by what 
appears to be a second pull-push 
choke knob, it blasts out hot air 
when pushed right home, and 
delivers none when pulled out a 
fraction. Our midwinter drivers 
had the dubious choice of getting 
hot and stuffy or lowering a win- 
dow for an ice-cold blast of wind. 
Fortunately, good demister slots 
in the front and a standard heated 
rear screen See to it that there’s no 
trouble looking out on muggy 
days, though keeping the side 
windows clear is a problem. 

Appropriately:, the City is the 
best Mini that we have met for 
dealing with random road-surface 
faults, especially at low commut- 
ing speeds. When its pace quick- 
ens, however, and the faults 
become more regular, so the ride 
deteriorates and things become 
very bouncy and choppy. The 
combination of its short wheel- 
base and small wheels make the 
City’s ride on fast B-roads down- 
right crude when compared to the 
current level of the art. 

Not surprisingly, sitting so 


closely to the busy engine makes. 


the Mini unavoidably noisy. Up 
to 60mph, it is not an irritating 
din, but, once this speed is 
reached, it booms through the 
bodywork, with wearing effect on 
the driver. Pushed hard through 


the gears, the bonnet emits a deep’ 


induction roar and, pushed too 
hard, the little engine protests 
with loud valve thrash to remind 
you that it’s time to change up. 
While modern rivals such as the 
VW Polo show how smooth and 
willing a small engine can be, this 
power unit is, nevertheless, the 
smoothest in the current Mini 
family, and will accept top gear 
without complaint from 20mph. 

Around town, the Mini’s in its 
element: its compact dimensions, 
nimble handling and good glass 
area make it easy to slip in and out 
of tiny spaces while limo-drivers 
look on in envy. Only the interior 
mirror annoys here: it doesn’t 
give a good view back. and spoils 
forward vision from some angles. 
The wipers leave nasty blind 
spots, too. 


How strong 

Premature rusting has long beena 
problem for Minis, and, judging 
by our test car, the problem is 
likely to continue. No attempt is 
made to apply underbody protec- 
tion other than primer during pro- 
duction, so our advice to buyers is 
to buy a proprietary treatment 
before delivery. It’s also worth 
inspecting the paintwork: our car 
had several paint runs and surface 
faults — some where the paint 
and primer had failed to adhere, 
leaving bare metal showing. Nota 


AUSTIN MORRIS MINI 850 CITY 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £33.65 (fitting 2.95hr) 

exhaust £28.60 (0.65hr) 

headlamp unit £7.20 (0.5hr) 

front bumper £5.50 (0.25hr) 

laminated windscreen £22.25 (0.85hr) 


oil filter and points £3.57 (0.9hr) 
major service 6,000 miles (3.22hr av) 


Insurance group 1 

Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage, AA 
membership and Relay with optional (extré 
cost) second year’s cover 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £178 

Capital interest £174 

New-cost inflation £282 

Total standing costs=£634 (5.2p per mile) 
Running costs | 
Petrol (£1.27gal) £362.86 | 
Insurance (av) £92 

Road tax, AA sub £72 | 
Servicing/replacements £130.51 | 
Total running costs=£657 (5.49p pm) 
Total ownership £1291.37 (10.76p pm) | 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Austin Morris Mini 850 City 
Citroen Dyane 

Fiat 126 De Ville 

Ford Fiesta 1000 

Reliant Super Robin 
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ACCELERATION Times in sec 


THROUGH IN TOP GEAR 
GEARS : 
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— 80 


Top-gear speed-range times (sec) 


TOP SPEEDS { (24) 3 (60 


max engine speed 
used 5800rpm; 

max in top 5000rpm; 
standing % mile 


22.5sec 2 ( 38) 4 
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FUEL 2-star/90 octane min 


Consumption — normal range 


short journeys in the suburbs 


hard driving, heavy traffic 
motorway — 62mph cruising 
brisk driving — 50 mph cruising 


35mpg 
36/%empg 
37mpg 
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gentle driving, rural roads 


typical mpg overall 
realistic tank range 


49mpg 
42mpg 
210 miles/5gal 


Consumption at steady speeds — 
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56mph 


max mph 


SAFETY CHECKS 


steering: energy 
absorbing? 
front.seats: secure 
' mounts? Yes 
head restraint? No 
front belts: effective? Yes 
convenient? Yes 


Yes 


rear belts: fitted? No 


39Vempg 


28mpg 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? °,No 
doors: crashproof? No 
childproof? Yes 

petrol: spillproof? No 
brakes: failsafe? Yes 
load sensitive? No 


* Watersplash immediate recovery 
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ENGINE 
CAPACITY OVERALL 
cc MPG 


848 42 


FUEL 
ON-ROAD . 
PRICE (£ 


2619 


MAXIMUM 
SPEED 
MPH 


73 
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very impressive display after all 
these years. 

The City has matt-black steel 
bumpers that should weather bet- 
ter than chrome, though, on a 
town runabout, we would prefer 
plastic ones sited farther ahead of 
the paintwork. 

On wet days, the Mini gets 
covered with road dirt, especially 
around the back window, where 
no wash-wipe is provided. 
Thanks to its compact dimen- 
sions, washday is easy, but watch 
out for some nasty sharp edges. 
Inside, the new upholstery 
quickly shows all marks and isn’t 
as easy to clean as the old pvc 
type. The rubber matting cannot 
be removed easily, so a vacuum 
cleaner is a must. 

Mechanically, the Mini should 
prove cheap and reliable trans- 
port. True, it doesn’t feature 
some of its rivals’ more-modern 
equipment, but there are some 
nice old-fashioned touches that 
we appreciate, such as brake 
adjusters and grease nipples. 


How safe 

Sitting in a small box just 10ft 
long and looking up at passing 
lorry wheels, one can’t help but 
think that, when it comes to the 
crunch, you’re not going to be far 
away from the impact. Drivers’ 
apprehension could be relieved 
by better interior padding — 
there’s none under the roof lining 
— and painted metal abounds. The 
radio, when fitted, is slung under 
the facia, posing a serious threat 
to passenger’s knees. The door 
locks are the old-fashioned type 
that could be opened by a side- 
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swipe. A pair of good inertia-reel 
belts is included in the list price 
and anti-tip latches now restrain 
the front seats, but their releases, 
by the base of the seats, are awk- 
ward to reach and operate. The 
seat backs also lack protection 
from rear passengers’ knees. 

To compensate, roadholding 
and handling are utterly safe and 
predicatable. The City is 
designed to help the driver who 
finds himself in an awkward spot, 
and it’s so forgiving to the novice. 
There’s a facia-mounted switch 
to check the brake circuits, anda 
warning lamp to signal their fail- 
ure — a good feature in this price 
of car. Apart from a rather 
wooden feel to the brake pedal, 
there’s really little to complain of 
in everyday braking. There is a 
tendency to fade under real 
duress, but recovery is quick, and 
the handbrake holds the City 
either way on a 1-in-3 hill. 


How much 
There are a few cars that are 
cheaper to buy than the Mini 
City, but not many — the min- 
utest price-tags belong to the 
two-cylinder offerings from Cit- 
roen — the 2CV6 and Dyane — 
and Fiat’s 126 range. Closer in 
price to the City is the new Suzuki 
SC100 GX. Some Eastern-bloc 
cars are also cheaper, but one 
can’t regard these as genuine 
economy cars. So, on price, 
things look good for the City. 
Another less-tangible consid- 
eration is depreciation, and here 
the City scores really well. 
There’s no doubt that good, used 
Minis are much in demand, and 


this is reflected in excellent resale 
values. Cautious secondhand 
buyers know that it’s cheap to 
run, and Mini parts prices make 
some rivals — especially the Cit- 
roen 2CV seem like 
limousines. Insurance costs don’t 
come any lower, either. 

Only when it comes to fuel con- 
sumption does the argument in 
favour of the 850cc City falter 
slightly. We reckon that the Mini 
1000 has a small advantage here 
— besides going a lot faster — and 
the small Citroens and Fiats are 
distinctly better petrol- 
stretchers. Bigger cars, such as 
the Ford Fiesta and VW Polo, do 
almost as well on mpgas the City, 
and they are a lot more practical, 
versatile and refined. 

Servicing comes round every 
six months or 6000 miles, 
whichever comes first. The Mini’s 
dealer network is the largest in the 
country and, even if it were not, it 
has been around long enough to 
be familiar to every little garage 
round the corner. This could be 
useful: if you do-it-yourself, you 
are almost certain to finish up 
with sore knees or backache. The 
cramped engine bay means that 
most jobs take a bit longer than 
usual, but routine servicing is not 
beyond the competent home 
mechanic. The handbook is help- 
ful, too, but no tools are supplied 
beyond minimal wheel-changing 
equipment. 


Verdict 

We enjoyed our Mini City. It was 
like meeting an old friend whom 
we hadn’t seen for years. All the 
old bad points are still there, but 


All measurements in inche 


kerbweight 12%cwt 
overall length 10ft OY%in 
overall width 4ft 7 Yin 
overall height 4ft Sin 


it’s still such an engaging character 
that we could tolerate all of them 
for a while. 

The question is, how does it 
measure up to your new motoring 
acquaintances of the 1980s? Some 
are more practical, more refined, 
more versatile, better built and go 
farther per gallon. . . but few are 
as cheap to buy and run over the 
first three years of ownership as 
the Mini. 

Here’s hoping that BL will con- 
tinue to build it, keep the price 
down, and let the eagerly awaited 
Metro take on the superminis. 


ENGINE 

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 62.9mm 
borex68.3mm_ stroke=848cc; 3 main 
bearings; with iron block/head 
Compression ratio 8.3:1 

Valve gear overhead — pushrods and 
rockers 

Fuel system one SU HS4 variable-jet 
carburettor, fed by mechanical pump from 
5¥2gal tank — no reserve 

Max power (DIN-net) 33bhp at 
5300rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 39.8/b ft at 
2500rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 7.1in diaphragm-spring, single 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; load/ 
travel: 341b/3%4in 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.53:1, second 2.22:1, 
third 1.43:1, top 1:1, reverse 3.54:1 
Final drive 3.76:1 to front wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 14.8 in top gear 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — front: independent wish- 
bones with rubber-cone springs; rear: 
independent trailing arms with rubber- 
cone springs; dampers — telescopic type 
all round 

Steering rack and pinion, with 2% turns 
between full locks. Turning circles aver- 
age 30ft between kerbs, with 40ft in 
response to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 3/2B rims with 145SR10 radial- 
ply tyres (Michelin ZX on test car) 
Brakes dual-line hydraulic-drums all 
round, no servo 
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You drive: Weill take 
care of the children 


, lellastory cassettes take the 
children off your hands during 

the longest car journey. 

Read by well-known radio actors, 

these are the stories that fas- 

cinate children; Cinderella, 

The Happy Prince, The Tale of 

Peter Rabbit, The Ugly Duckling 

and many more. ; 


From Motorway shops - Trusthouse Forte — 
| Granada -— Rank — Heron Service Stations and | 
garages across the country. Distributed by 
Top Tapes Limited, Tel: (01) 203 4945. 
SL ee 


Tellastory 


Bartlett Bliss Productions 
39, Warwick Gardens, London W14 8PH 
Telephone: (01) 603 2451 or (01) 385 3614 


A STOCKHOLDINGOF 100,000 PALLETS 


A 24 HOUR NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 
SERVICE ONTHE STANDARD RANGE 


NATIONAL MARKETING CENTRE 
GOLBORNE- WARRINGTON WA3 3RN 
TELEPHONE (0942) 711811 
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_.. Tune it yourself _ 
with the care an owner gives. 


Gunson’s 
Colortune 500 


Petrol saver/see-through tune up 
plug. Recent figures show 60% of 
cars in the U.K. are wasting petrol 
because their carburettors are set too 
rich. Colortune 500 shows the correct 
setting in seconds. Only £9.30 

(+ VAT) R.R.P. Twin or Multiple 
carburettors would also benefit from 
tuning with Gunson’s Carbalancer — 
only £4.50 (+ VAT) R.R.P. 


By 


Colortune 500 


The PETROL SAVER 


CY 
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Gunson’s 
Sparktune 2 


Dwell/voltage test meter. Distributor 
points setting is inaccurate without a 
meter like Sparktune 2. Dwell 
settings mean exact accuracy however 
old the vehicle. Government figures 
indicate up to 7% petrol saving can 
result. Only £10.90 (+ VAT) R.R.P. 


Giicows 
Tachostrobe 


Xenon/R.P.M. timing light. Timing 
the spark to occur in each cylinder at 
exactly the right instant to save 
petrol requires the sophistication of 
an instrument like Tachostrobe. 
Super bright white light and exact 
R.P.M. indication means more 
setting accuracy. Only £15.90 
(+VAT) R.R.P. 


Gunson’s D.I.Y. Money Savers together give a 
complete tune-up and will pay for themselves 
in a few weeks. 


Send now 


From Halfords, Motorist 


Discount Centres, Long- for your FREE 
life, Argos, Shoppers i 
World, Mail Order AA Hints on 


Catalogues and Good 


Accessory Shops. 
CE) CE AE A OE GING AS OR A RD 


making petrol 
gofurther. 


av 


To: Gunson’s Colorplugs Ltd 
66 Royal Mint Street, London, E! 8LG. 
Telephone 01-480 7561 


Please send me details of Gunson’s Money 
Savers and the FREE A.A. Hints on Petrol Saving. 


Name 


Address 


DS 
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CONGRATULATIONS AA ON 
75 YEARS OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE 


are proud 
to be suppliers to 
the Automobile Association 


and offer = 
congratulations ua 
on their a Ce ean 
75th anniversary HENRY BOYS & SON LTD. 
Wheelbase Pleck Road/Rolling Mill Street, 
Alterations Walsall WS2 9EX West Midlands. 


Tel. Walsall 0922-21381 /4 


With companies operating in 
the Midlands, the South, South 
East and West of England, 
Wincanton Garages is one of the 
largest Motor Trade Groups in 
the UK. 

We’re able to offer Trade and 
Fleet customers, as well as the 
Private Motorist, every 
conceivable automotive service 
and facility. We’re fast, efficient 
and competitive. And we’re multi- — 
franchise. 


For full branch details please contact: 
Wincanton Garages Limited, Wincanton House, i 
Western Avenue, London W3 OSH Telephone: 01-992 3400 — 


Awider_ 
choice of 
services 


CAR: VAUXHALL, FORD, TALBOT, RENAULT, OPEL, COLT COMMERCIAL: FORD, BEDFORD, BRITISH LEYLAND TRUCK ~ 
AND'THE FULL LEYLAND CARS RANGE. AND BUS, AEC, ALBION, GUY AND SCAMMELL TRUCKS. 


WINCANTON GARAGES LTD., 


winnNanccup Wincanton House, Western Avenue, 
GARAGES London W3 OSH Telephone: 01-992 3400 
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HOME MECHANIC 


Flash points 


READ OUR Special Offer, below, 
and you'll know how essential 
engine timing is for peak power 
and fuel economy. The snag is 
that there’s timing and timing. 
Just as a quartz chronograph 
gives measurements different toa 
toy watch’s, engine timing can 
only be as accurate as the equip- 
ment that you use. 

Timing in fact ensures that your 
sparkplugs fire the petrol/air mix- 
ture at the optimum time, so the 
most appropriate method of tim- 
ing is dynamic — with the engine 
running. This requires a special 
stroboscopic lamp, such as the 
one on offer below, but the result 
can be more accurate than the 
alternative method of static tim- 
ing. The reason is simple: with the 
engine running, the backlash in 
the distributor’s drive can be 


ACCORDING TO CHECKS by a major sparkplug manufacturer, 
more than half the cars on Gt Britain’s roads could be running 


taken up, and the stroboscope 


. flash shows the engine’s timing 


precisely as the spark occurs. 
Before attempting either 
method, make sure that the 
contact-breaker points’ gap is set 
correctly — a simple job that 
you'll find detailed in the AA’s 
Car Care book. Then, for 
dynamic timing... 
1 Help the timing marks to show 
up by putting a chalk mark or dab 
of white paint on both the static 
and moving marks. 
2 Connect up the stroboscope 
according to the maker’s instruc- 
tions. If you don’t have Gunson’s 
Tachostrobe, you'll also need to 
connect a tachometer (rev 
counter), or ask a helper to watch 
the car’s built-in tachometer. 
3 Disconnect the vacuum- 
advance pipe — unless advised 
against this by the manufacturer 
(refer to your manual). | 
4 Start the engine and aim the 
stroboscope at the timing marks 
while operating the throttle cable 
to attain the correct engine speed 
stated in the manual. 
5 The timing marks should 
appear to align in the flashing light 


1937 AA prepares for record 
summer, signs-on another 100 
patrols at cost of £20,000 — 


that’s right, £4 a week. 30,000 
members take their cars 
abroad. 


-with incorrect timing. There’s no guarantee even that vehicles 
which are regularly garage-serviced are in tip-top order, either: 
when DRIVE picked, at random, 500 AA reports of tests on cars 
less than a year old, two in five were found to have timing so 
wayward that they were wasting precious fuel. 

But economy isn’t the only consideration. Badly adjusted 
timing can cause ‘pinking’, loss of power and serious damage to 
valves and pistons. All the more reason why motorists need to 
be sure that engine timing is Al. 

The trouble is that most owners can’t tell whether there’s 


anything amiss, let alone know how to put it right. But we can 
help you, with the aid of Gunson’s Tachostrobe — a sophisti- 
cated electronic device that enables you to time your engine 
easily and precisely to the manufacturer’s specification. 
Carrying the prized AA Seal of Approval, this robust tool 
comprises an accurate rev counter, and a Xenon tube that emits 
a brilliant white stroboscopic light. Being mains-powered, the 
_ Tachostrobe is suitable for all types of ignition systems. Full 
| - instructions for use are provided. 
_ The usual price for a Tachostrobe is £18.29. But through this 


IPAS a, 
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at the recommended engine 
speed. If they don’t, stop the 
engine, loosen the distributor’s 
clamp, and restart the engine. 
Move the distributor’s body until 
the marks align, stop the engine 
and lock the distributor body with 
the clamp. Recheck the setting. 
For static ignition timing, you 
check the moment that the spark- 
plug fires in the number-1 cylin- 
der by using a 12v lamp. 
1 First identify the number-1 
cylinder. Usually it is at the 
generator end of the block. On 
less-common engines, such as 
V4, V6 and ‘flat’ cylinder lay- 
outs, number-1! cylinder is usually 
identified in the car’s handbook. 
2 Next, identify the timing 
marks. It is not always obvious 
what they signify. If in doubt, 
check with a main dealer as to the 
car’s correct ignition timing and 
the meaning of the marks. 
3 Tocheck the static timing, turn 
the engine crankshaft until the 
marks align at top dead centre. 
4 Lift the distributor’s cap and 
check that the rotor arm is point- 
ing to the electrode in the cap 
which is connected to the HT 
cable feeding the number-1 
sparkplug. If it is pointing in the 
opposite direction, rotate the 
crankshaft another full turn. 
5 Connect one wire from the 12v 
test lamp to a good earth point (a 
bolt on the engine will do), and 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 


Address 


Send me 
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DRIVE Tachostrobe Offer 


NB Don’t want to cut the coupon and spoil DRIVE? If you don't, please print.all the same details 
in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard. Offer available only to readers in 
Gt Britain and N Ireland, closes 29 August 1980 


Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-Member'’ 


Tachostrobe(s) ref 74447 at £13.35 each (inc p&p) 
| enclose my cheque/postal order, payable to the AA, for £ 
To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50 


1938 Major extension of 
AA’s Leicester Square offices, 
London, amid storm of protest 
— the work necessitated 
demolition of the home and 
studio of Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
Evelyn Waugh complained 


bitterly, but AA chief, Sir Sten- 


son Cooke, told ‘Miss E 
Waugh’ that preservation was 
impractical... 


connect the other wire to the dis- 
tributor’s contact-breaker spring. 
6 Check the setting by rotating 
the engine crankshaft anti- 
clockwise about 30°, then inching 
it clockwise with the ignition on 
and the test lamp connected. 
7 Ifthe lamp lights before or after 
the marks are aligned, switch off 
the ignition, turn the engine anti- 
clockwise 30°, then slowly 
clockwise until the marks align. 
8 Loosen the distributor clamp. 
9 With the ignition on, turn the 
distributor body in the same 
direction of rotation as the rotor 
arm (usually anti-clockwise) until 
the light goes out, then turn it in 
the opposite direction slowly. 
The instant that the lamp lights, 
stop turning. Tighten the dis- 
tributor clamp. 
10 Check the setting marks as 
described in step 6. 
Based on the new AA [Marks and 
Spencer book ‘Car Care’ — 224 


Fine, gy, OP ED > do - 
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For more than 50 years AA vehicles 
Nave been running smoothly on 
lubricants Supplied by Century Oils and 

we are proud of the association. Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 SHU. Tel: 0782 29521. Telex: 36213 Centol G. 


Century Oils.Ltd., Group Head Office, PO. Box 2, Hanley, 
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From a touching 
little can... 


BARNS 5H6 


COLOUR OF CONTENT 


Use this coupon before July 31 1980 at your Dupli-Color Holts stockist to 
save 20p when purchasing a can of Dupli-Color Holts Brush-in-Cap Touch-Up for your car. 
Maximum one coupon per can. 


This coupon may only be accepted in part payment for a can of Dupli-Color 
Holts Brush-in-Cap Touch-Up. Refund of face value plus handling allowance can be claimed 
from: Brush-in-Cap Coupon Offer, P.0. Box 17, Kettering, Northants. 


Please claim by 31/10/80 DM 
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DRIVE ROAD IMPRESSIONS 


MES AND Moopy, but 
often magical — that’s how 
we'd describe the trio of exotic 
cars we drove when we bowed to 
popular demand — mostly from 
our youngest tester, who’s very 
popular! — and set out to quicken 
our pulse rates with a Maserati 
Merak SS, Porsche 924 Turbo 
and Lotus Esprit 701. 

But before taking you down the 
road and round the test track, 
let’s fill in the blanks for taproom 
car buffs... 

The Merak has a 3litre V6 


40 


engine installed behind the 
driver’s left ear, just itching to 
deliver 220bhp and 154mph. 

A KKK turbocharger has 
transformed the very-civilised 
Porsche 924 into something that 
feels as if it might turn green and 
burst its shirt at a drop of the 
throttle. No mid-engine, but, by 
moving the gearbox to the back, 
Porsche genius has achieved 
near-perfect weight distribution 
to tame the 170bhp available. 
Speed tops 140mph. 

The Lotus isn’t embarrassed at 
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all in this sort of company: it may 
be overpriced, but it certainly 
isn’t underpowered. The claim of 
160bhp might sound extravagant, 
but its wind-cheating shape and 
the race-bred, twin-cam 2litre 
engine, snarling like a_ single- 
seater’s, offers 130mph. 

Now, you may not ever actu- 
ally need this kind of perfor- 
mance, but the people who can 
afford these cars don’t buy things 
because they need them; they just 
.. . Well, want them. Nor do they 
buy them to remain incognito: the 
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rich and famous in a Merak, 924 
or Esprit are likely to be about as 
inconspicuous as Paul McCart- 
ney at Tokyo Airport. 

The Maserati, especially, is 
like a magnet. During our test 
week, small boys — and not so 
small boys, too — appeared 
round the car like magic wherever 
it paused for breath. 

The bright-yellow Lotus, too, 
is hardly the car for the shy and 
retiring, but don’t think that you 
will climb the social ladder espe- 
cially fast if you sell your house 


John Mason 


over the heads of the wife and 
kids to buy one. In the upper- 
crust town of Aldeburgh, Suffolk, 
where people stare if you aren’t 
driving your bank balance, one of 
our testers was mortified to be 
asked: ‘Just delivering it?’ 

Porsche extravagance is more 
understated, but very rewarding: 
the discreet charm of the Turbo 
brings compliments from cloth- 
capped men of military bearing. 

But these are simply the inci- 
dentals from 2200 miles and two 
days of arduous (it was, honest!) 
road and track testing. What you 
are more interested inis... 


How they go 

All three cars quickly proved that 
they could deliver a lot of excite- 
ment without breaking the law. 
Dropping down a gear or two to 
overtake left us feeling like the 
Great Train Robber who got 
away. 

DRIVE Seldom sees any point in 
testing ona wet track: loss of trac- 
tion and braking efficiency are 
problems that cannot be solved 
by driving expertise, and the fric- 
tion of miniature bow waves 
around the tyres makes any car 
appreciably slower. On this occa- 
sion, time was the enemy, and we 
decided that it was worth a try 
despite the damp. At least the fig- 
ures would be comparable. 

A 0-30mph time, however, was 
out — not just because of the 
weather but also for fear of what 
all that power could do to the 
Maserati’s transmission if we fed 
it in with one big bang. We chose, 
therefore, to clock 30-100mph, 
noting the times at 50mph and 
70mph along the way. 

At the first stopwatch click, the 
Merak was stamping its authority 
on the show, reaching the 50mph 
mark in 2.6sec. Not bad. The lack 
of bhp didn’t seem to worry the 
Porsche, just 0.lsec behind it, 
and the Lotus’ time of 2.9sec was 
more than just respectable. 

The Merak still had its nose in 
front as 7Omph came up in 6.4sec, 
with the Porsche cracking along 
in 6.S5sec. By now, the Lotus was 
struggling a bit at 7.6sec. 

By 100mph, the order had 
changed. The Porsche Turbo 
reached the ‘ton’ in 15.4sec — 
one full second ahead of the 
Merak, and 4.Ssec clear of the 
Lotus Esprit. 

Moving on to overtaking bursts 
in fourth and fifth gears, the 
Maserati began to show real 
breeding. For a fifth-gear 30- 
50mph, the smooth Italian needed 
just 9.lsec, while the Porsche 
lagged at 13.8sec, ahead of the 
Lotus at 14.3sec. That order held 
for the 30-70mph pull, with times 
of 19.3sec, 25.6sec and 26.8sec. 
In fourth gear, the Maserati was 
winner again, but the figures were 
closer: from 30-70mph, our watch 
clicked off 13.2sec, 13.6sec and 
LS;3sec; 

We'd expect cars like this to 
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achieve a lg stop withease. . . on 
a dry test track. Under adverse 
conditions, it was never on; but 
perhaps it was the Lotus’s For- 
mula | pedigree that gave it the 
edge. The Esprit managed a very 
impressive 95% stop, with the 
two foreigners bringing up the 
rear at 87%. All very fine but only 
half the story, for the Lotus’ 
brakes were also ahead on ‘feel’. 
The brakes of the Maserati and 
the Porsche aren’t as ‘dead’ as 
they seem to be, but they don’t 
inspire Lotus-type confidence. 

Harsh words have been written 
about the Citroen-developed 
braking system on the Merak, and 
it did indeed prove too easy to 
lock-up the front wheels. To be 
fair, though, the Maserati’s best 
stop was achieved with a pedal 
pressure of 50lb, and that’s no 
bad result. 

Slight changes have been made 
to the rear-end suspension of the 
Porsche 924 subtle, but 
enough. It’s remarkable that the 
front-engined car’s handling is 
now as inspired as that of these 
two mid-engined rivals. 

On the test track, the trio dis- 
played no handling vices. All 
wagged their tails under power, 
calling for opposite-lock correc- 
tions, but that is as it should be. 
Ten out of ten, all round. 

So, finally, it has to be decided 
on the road... 


How comfortable 

If ride-comfort is the decider, 
then the Maserati must win 
hands-down, with versatility to 
take away your breath as quickly 
as its price. It’s as clever at 
30mph on acountry lane as it is on 
the test track at 140mph, and 
short-sighted passengers can be 
forgiven for thinking they’re in an 
executive jet. The Lotus is good, 


but not that good. And if the 924: 


has a real failing, here it is: we felt 
that Porsche has concentrated its 
efforts on the second 70mph. 

For holidaymakers who don’t 
want to send their luggage ahead 
with the chauffeur in the Mer- 
cedes estate, Porsche provides a 
rear seat of sorts and a hatchback. 
The Maserati has similar mini 
rear-seat accommodation, but the 
boot up-front is far more than a 
token effort. The Esprit, how- 
ever, manages little more than a 
briefcase and a toothbrush, front 
and back; and inside, if you want 
to drive in shirtsleeves, your pas- 
senger has to fold your jacket on 
her knees. 

The Maserati’s leather seats 
and suede facia satisfy the most 
discerning. Lotus makes its car 
look pretty, using lots of mock 
suede, and Porsche’s cloth-and- 
plastic is stark by comparison: 


How much 

How much do you care, if you 
choose to pay £14,000-£20,000 for 
personal transport? You'll need 
to write a cheque for £13,802 for 
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VROOM AT THE TOP 

the Porsche, £15,504 for the 
Lotus, and £19,054 for the 
Maserati. 

Prospective owners can't 
afford to suffer cash-flow prob- 
lems, least of all at the petrol 
pumps. Our overall consump- 
tions worked out: Lotus 25mpg, 
Porsche 2434mpg, Maserati 
174%mpg. But if most of your trips 
are short-suburban, be prepared 
for much, much worse. 

Depreciation? Ha-ha, keep 
fiddling, Nero! 


Verdict 

Oh dear, oh dear. With unlimited 
funds and total immunity from 
responsibility, we’d have ... no 
... Wait a minute. . . oh, all right 
then — all three of them! For sheer 
enjoyment at the wheel, though, 
two of our testers favoured the 
Maserati, while the youngest 
plumped for the Lotus. 

Ask us if the Merak is really 
worth that much more than the 
Porsche 924 Turbo or the Lotus 
Esprit, and we’d have to say ‘of 
course not’. But that’s a bit like 
drinking a £200 bottle of wine and 
counting the price per swallow. 

Wearing our practical hats, we 
have the gut feeling that the 
Porsche would prove the wisest 
buy in the end. And you’d have 
enough small change left over to 
buy a Ford Granada for the wife, 
children and luggage... 

ROBERT OXFORD 


AUTHENTIC Double A. BUSH SHIRT AS WORN BY 
AA PATROLS. 


NOW AVAILABLE to all our readers direct from the Manufacturers. 


Made in safari weight easy care, khaki, extra tough 
polyester/cotton material which is both practical and comfortable. 


Styling features include two square cut pockets with square 
button-down flaps, self attached epaulettes, pointed collar and 
mitred cuffs. 


Available in sizes: 141/2"-1712". Price: £12.95 (includes p & p). 


(qty) authentic AA bush shirt at 
£12.95 each (including posting and packing). 


| Please indicate size required by ticking appropriate box. 
1414 15 Sit 16 161% 17 17% 
Wie hare < 
| | enclose cheque/p.o No 


made payable to Wm. Sugden & Sons Ltd. 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 


| Send to Wm. Sugden & Sons Ltd., (Double Two Contract Division), 
P.O. Box No. 1, Thornes Wharf Lane, Wakefield, West Yorks, WF1 5RQ. 


Offer subject to availability. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. Return within 
14 days unused and undamaged for a full refund. 


Registration No: 
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GRACE YOUR HOME WITH A-MILESTONE IN MOTORING 
~A SUPERB MUG & A LIMITED EDITION 

PLATE BY SPODE git: 

COMMEMORATING THE 

75th ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE AUTOMOBILE 

ASSOCIATION 


When the AA was founded in 1905 to warn drivers 
approaching speed traps, no one could have predicted 
the significant role it was to play in British Motoring. 
Now in its 75th year a Special Anniversary plate and 
mug have been commissioned in fine English bone 
china. the aristocrat of porcelain, from one of the 
country’s premier factories. 


200 YEARS OF CRAFTSMANSHIP 

The name Spode has been synonymous with only the 
bestin china, since Josiah Spode first introduced his 
revolutionary bone china to the worldin 1800. You can 
enjoy its translucent beauty and the skill of the china 
makers art in these superb pieces created by Spode 
especially for the Automobile Association’s 75th 
Anniversary. This old established company has a 
prestigious reputation as manufacturers of the finest 
bone china and commemorative ware. 


ONLY 3000 WILL BE PRODUCED 

Quality cannot be mass produced and although there 
must be millions who can be thankful to the AA, 

as well as those who appreciate the contribution made 

to motoring over the last 75 years, a strict edition of 3000 
plates must be maintained, 

Each plate will come with a certificate of authenticity 
re by the Director General of the AA, 

Olaf Lambert. 


ENDURING QUALITY & PLEASURE 

The meticulous skill of the Spode heraldic artists canbe 
seen in the beautiful coat of arms featured in the centre 
of the 104” plate and on the 34”high mug. The edge of the 
plate and cae are finished off in a broad band of 22 carat 
gold. Inside this gold edge a yellow border depicts the 
colour by which the AA is known today, together with 
the well known AA stars. Around the border of the 

plate are the AA Heraldic badges assigned for use in the 
United Kingdom, each charged with the Arms. 
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OFFICIAL BACKSTAMP 

The mug’s backstamp features the modern AA 

symbol and shows the distinctive mark of Spode which 
is a guarantee of quality and issue. The backstamp on 
the plate quotes the edition limit of 3,000 and each plate 
is individually numbered. 


THE NAME, THE EDITION, THE PRICE 

The name of Spode, superb quality and a limit of only 
3,000 make these fine plates very attractive indeed at 
£50 each. Although the mugs are not limited the 
craftsmanship and quality are just the same and the price 
even better at £15 each. 


You will want to remember this special motoring 
anniversary - don’t be disappointed, send off the 
coupon today or use the 24 hour telephone ordering 
service. These editions are only available by mail order 
from the Peter Jones Collection or from the Peter Jones 
China Stores at Wakefield & Leeds. 


Our Guaranteeto LYOLI- 


Should any of our products not 
come up to your expectations 
simply return them to us foran 
immediate refund or replacement. 


Signed 


(This rantee does not inany 
way affect your statutory rights) 


Personal callers welcome at Peter Jones China Stores 
at Cross Street, Wakefield and Albion Place, Leeds. 


ORDER FORM To: THE PETER JONES COLLECTION 
P.O. Box 10, Cross Street, Wakefield, West Yorkshire 
WF13AB. Telephone 0924 62510: 


Please reserve the following items 


Price includes VAT andP & P. 


For orders to be despatched to 
Europe add £1.50 per item and all 
other countries add £3 peritem. 


Ienclose my cheque/PO for £ ___________made payable to 
Peter Jones China (Mail Order) Limited or Debit my 
Access/Barclaycard/ Diners/'Trustcard 


Account No with £ 


Signature 


Please allow 28 days for delivery. 
Mr/Mrs/ Miss 
Address 


Postcode: 2 2c ses eae 
Credit Card holders may place orders direct day or 
night seven days a week by telephoning Wakefield 
0924 62510 and quoting their cardnumber. 
Please ensure the address given is that of 
the Credit Card holder, 
Registered in England 1362134. 83 
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Hy 


The AA founded in 1905 


Vauxhall moved to Luton in 1905 


1905 could wellbethemost — 
memorable year in British motoring. 


Seventy-five years ago, two important motoring 
events occurred. 

The AA was founded to assist and advise the growing 
number of motorists on British roads. 

And Vauxhall Motors moved to their Luton plant. 

Three-quarters of a century later, motoring has 
changed enormously But the AA still provides its members 
with advice, information and help. 

And’ Vauxhall still produce a range of superbly 
engineered and economical cars. 


So it’s happy birthday to us. And happy birthday 
nae VAUXHALL2E 


, ; ; a tg 2 
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THE NEW SUPERSPEED AIR PUMB.. 
A tough Mini Compressor for Only £14.95. 


(plus p&p) 


Quite simply plug the Super Speed 
Air Pump into your car’s cigarette 
lighter socket or connect it to the 12 
volt DC battery in your car or boat. 
Then this compact little workhorse 
with its high speed motor gearbox and 
piston compressor will inflate airbeds, 
dinghys, bicycle tyres or footballs in 
next to no time. Even flat car tyres 
can be inflated in minutes. 

It comes complete with rubber hose 
and locking valve connector, high 
pressure and cone adaptors 
plus a 12 volt power lead and 
plug — all stowed neatly 
inside an attractive and 
durable case measuring only 
84in x Sin x 24in and 
weighing only 1.5 kilos. 

At this super low direct 
purchase price every family 
can afforditsown - 
mini-compressor. 


Buy the New Super Speed Air 
Pump and take the puff out of 
pumping. Inflates up to 45p.s.i! 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Pressure Gauge 


This tough nylon screw-in tyre gauge 
designed to fit the Super Speed and 
produced by England’s leading 
manufacturer of pressure gauges has an 
easy to read 2in dial. Made to stringent 
British Standards it can measure 
pressures up to 100 
p.s.i. (6 in Bar) with an 
accuracy of over 99%. 

Remember, correct 
tyre pressures are a 
legal requirement and 
they increase miles per 
gallon too! 


Only £3.20 


(plus p&p) 


Credit Card Holders may telephone 24 hours a day 
on Tf 0962 65996 and place orders immediately 
without completing the coupon. 

And if you’re not completely satisfied we shall be 
pleased to refund your money if you return your 
Super Speed or Pressure Gauge in good condition 
within 14 days. 

[Fr GA CRE ENTE RRR FI Ge ERR OEE GER 


REEPOST 
No stamp required just complete and { 
send this coupon to:- NEW CONCEPT, 
DEPT. D/380M FREEPOST, t 
WINCHESTER SO23 8BR. 
Please send me ——Super Speed Air 
; Pump(s) at £16.15 inc. £1.20 p & p and i 


: insurance. 
Please send me___ Pressure Gauge(s) at 
4 £3.45 inc. £0.25 p & p and insurance. i 
I enclose cheque/postal order for £ ] 
or please charge my Access/Barclaycard i 
f Noe Ce ee ae 
Signature eld t 
aa. ; 
Name [Uae Accs hee 
i Addres i 


L New Concept 2 


NEW CONCEPT, A Division of Ulundi Ltd., 
14 St. Georges St., Winchester SO23 8BR. 


pce” waa Tn Registered England No. 1321067. 
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aURNICS 


(REGD) 


CLOTHING TEXTILES 


| 
TURNER, VIRR (CONTRACTS) LIMITED 


UNIFORM SUPPLIERS TO THE ASSOCIATION 


Offer their Congratulations 
to the Association on its 75th Anniversary 


and their Best Wishes 
for its continued Success 
in the Service of the Motorist 


MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF UNIFORMS AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 
TO POLICE, FIRE AND AMBULANCE SERVICES AND ALL PUBLIC SERVICES 
TURNER, VIRR (CONTRACTS) LTD 
403 YORK ROAD 
LEEDS LS9 6TD 
0532-495416 


A new ee of cena e le 
Putpower Foie 
in YOU engine. hi § ates make you care 


It means sharper starting. 
Regular tickover. Smoother 
acceleration. Better MPG. 
More power on the road. 

So fit a new set of 
Champion Spark Plugs - 
today. They really are the 
right choice for every 
make of car. 


YUM] 


CHAMPION] 


MUU: 2 


The right choice for | 
every make of car — 
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Ford came late to the front- 
wheel-drive hatchback market, 
taking years to be convinced that 
there was money to be made from 
mini cars. But the time wasn’t 
wasted, for the Fiesta’s big selling 
point was to be its easily and 
cheaply maintained engine and 
bodywork. 

Time has also changed the 
public’s expectations of mini 
cars. No longer must they cater 
exclusively for buyers needing 
minimal fuel consumption, witha 
mini price-tag to match — small 
can now mean quick, too. Enter 
the pride of the Fiesta range, the 
1300cc Sport and Ghia. 

Of this dynamic duo, the mod- 
ified suspension of the S version 
tempted our testers the most. 


How it goes 
It isn’t hard to see why Ford 
waited a year after the Fiesta’s 


launch before adding a 1300cc 
version to the top of its range. It 
seems that the Escort’s 1.3litre 
engine was too bulky to allow a 
simple change of clutch — one of 
the proud boasts of the Fiesta 
range — so the compact Kent 
engine was installed in 1977. A 
five-bearing crankshaft supplies 
the smoothness, and the get-up- 
and-go is provided by a twin- 
venturi Weber carburettor. 

The standard automatic choke 
makes starting prompt even after 
a cold, wet overnight stop, and 
warm-up is quick, too. Our only 
complaint is of the minor hesita- 
tions that the engine suffers 
before it is fully awake. 

Ford’s brochure claims that the 
car will rocket to 60mph from 


standstill in 10.7sec — which is 
slipstreaming VW’s rapid Golf 
GTi (last issue). DRIVE prefers to 
believe our stopwatch’s record of 
13.lsec — a respectable time 
that’s only 0.6sec behind the 
Alfasud 1300ti — which should 
make any Ford brochure-browser 
nappy: Basi Skip 
To contradict its optimistic 
acceleration times, Ford uses the 
same speedometer-marked gear- 
change points for the 1300S as it 
does for less-powerful Fiestas. 
Their advice falls short of peak 
power in first and third gears by 
300rpm _— and the tachometer is 
so usefully marked that we had to 
consult the handbook to discover 
that it’s harmless to spin the 
engine briefly at 6600rpm. . . Not 


” CAR TEST 
Hard and fast rules? 


a very sporting attitude by Ford. 

Experiment on the test-track 
proved that 6600rpm gives the 
quickest acceleration through the 
gears, and the engine never com- 
plained at being asked to rev like a 
motorcycle’s. Top-gear accelera- 
tion times are not so impressive, 
however, with all of the 
Fiesta’s rivals in our table better- 
ing its 30-70mph time of .28.2sec. 

Fortunately, the 1300S’s 
delightful gear change, with its 
perfectly spaced ratios, makes 
hurrying a pleasure. It is still 
probably the best front-wheel- 
drive gearbox available — and 
better than many conventional 
rear-wheel-drive offerings that 
we could name. Our initial suspi- 
cion that the spring bias towards 
the third-fourth plane was too 
strong soon passed. 

We knocked the Fiesta 950L 
(July-August 1979) for having a 
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clutch that comes in with a bang. 
In this latest version the action 
was still rather sudden, but the 
1300S is a much easier Fiesta to 
drive smoothly in heavy traffic. 

Ford knows more about Mac- 
Pherson strut suspension than the 
rest of its competitors, and 
they’re used on the Fiesta’s front 
to give good handling cheaply. 
Negative-scrub steering 
geometry is also used to keep the 
car on an even keel when one 
wheel encounters ice or mud and 
we’ ve proved that it works. 

To maintain equilibrium while 
cornering fast, the back end has 
been tied down by an anti-roll bar. 
Flattering the S-package buyer’s 
mechanical knowledge, Ford’s 
brochure boasts of adjustable 
shock absorbers, too, though 
none of its test cars have 
them’... 

The result is a Fiesta that 
hugs the road and corners with 
much less understeer than the L 
and Ghia versions. The desire for 
these standard-suspension mod- 
els to keep straight on when faced 
with an unexpected, high-speed 
corner has been tamed, but not 
abolished. We have read reports 
that this Fiesta’s tail can wag the 
car. They’re believable, for the 
car does approach the limit of its 
cornering balance when profes- 
sional drivers play tunes on its 
pedals, but DRIVE can’t imagine 
even the worst amateur upsetting 
the Fiesta’s composure on the 
Queen’s highway. 

DRIVE’S Only criticism is that 
such handling behaviour is not 
likely to excite the driver who 
appreciates the subtleties of a 
Sports-package saloon. If 
the comment puzzles you, follow 
your test drive of a Fiesta with 
another in a Fiat 127, or, better 
still, an Alfa Romeo Alfasud, to 
discover the difference between 
sporting pretensions and 
achievements. 

Similarly, the 1300S’s stee 

y Be st. 


ring 


a 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Ford Fiesta 
1300S, taking into consideration its 
rivals, its price and what kind of car 
it’s meant to be 


Out of 10 
PERFORMANCE 

TI TTT TTT ee 
FUEL ECONOMY ; 
TIT TTT TT ee 
HANDLING/STEERING 
TIT TTT TT Wee 
COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@@@@OOO0O00O 
INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
TIT TTT ee 
PASSENGER AIDS 
SOOSOOOOOO 
DRIVER AIDS 

TIT TIT TT TT ee 
ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
SOOO OOOBOOO 


RUST RESISTANCE 
@@@O000000 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
@0006000000 


is both precise and well-weighted 
to take the effort out of hurrying 
but, like that of the rival Volk- 
swagen Polo, it’s not as informa- 
tive as an Alfasud’s. 

Even disregarding all the 
options that Ford fits to its fleet of 
test cars, our 1300S was well 
equipped, down to its rear screen 
wash-wipe system. Instrumenta- 
tion is given sports appeal by the 
addition of a rev counter to the 
right of the 5%-optimistic 
speedometer, and the pair are 
separated by a combined fuel and 
temperature gauge and the usual 
warning lamps. 

We still dislike Ford’s column 
stalks, which are clumsy to oper- 
ate: it’s all too easy to switch on 
the lamps when removing the 
ignition key, for example. Thank- 
fully, on this up-market version, 
Ford has moved the windscreen 
washer’s switch from the floor to 
one of the stalks. Other niceties 
are a trip meter and a rheostat- 
controlled panel-light system. 
Sort your way through the maze 
of hard-to-reach rocker switches 
for hazard flashers, heater fan, 
rear wash-wipe and high-intensity 
rear lamps and you'll discover a 
free Ford radio — and it’s a good 
one, too. Beneath that, a quartz 
clock keeps perfect time. 


How comfortable 

We were not impressed by the 
ride quality of the Fiesta 950L, 
and the stiffer S version is consid- 
erably less comfortable. Every 
time the Fiesta 1300S travels a 
surface less regular than a billiard 
table’s, passengers know. all 


about it. Comfort isn’t helped by © 


inertia-reel seatbelts that lock up 
at the slightest provocation, so 
that whenever our tester’s 
stomach was thrown skywards it 
was rudely halted in mid heave. ‘I 
have been more comfortable on a 
horse,’ was his parting comment. 
Has the mighty FoMoCo miscal- 
culated this time? 

Ford pioneered ‘If it moves, 
paint it black’ car styling, and the 
idea has been revived in recent 
years to project a sporting image. 
The Fiesta S’s abundance of 
interior black plastic gave us all 
claustrophobia, relieved only by 
the sunroof, painted metal around 
the doors and stripes in the seat 
material — the latter inducing 
queasiness when looked at on the 
move. We’ve sat on better seats, 
too. The front seats’ reclining 
mechanism has only five posi- 
tions — the Ghia’s infinitely vari- 
able seats cost more — and their 
underlayer feels soggy. They 
didn’t induce the half-expected 
backache, but they did make us 
feel tired after a day at the wheel. 

Tall drivers are able to stretch 
their legs without squashing those 
of rear-seat passengers, and in 
this respect the Fiesta is the 
leader of its class. As you'd 


FORD FIESTA 1300S 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £36.32 (fitting 2.7hr) 

exhaust £51.23 (0.7hr) 

headlamp unit £26.75 (0.3hr) 

front bumper £24.62 (0.3hr) 
laminated windscreen £33.58 (1.3hr) 


oil filter and points £5 (0.6hr) 
major service 6000 miles (2.3hr) 


Insurance group 3 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £95 
Capital interest £243 
New-cost inflation £584 
Total standing costs=£922 (7.7p per mile) 
Running costs 
Petrol (£1.20gal) £379 
Insurance (av) £111 
Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £102.97 
Total running costs=£665 (5.54p per mile) 
plus total standing costs gives — 
Total cost of ownership £1587 

(13.2p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Ford Fiesta 1300S 
Colt 1400GLX 3door 


Peugeot 104ZS 
Renault 5TS 
Volkswagen Derby 1300GLS 
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ACCELERATION Times in sec hy Ae — pedal pressure and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
————— T T ice T 7 ——=I — ee — —  n _=_eee_—_0uQueeeeeee 
Pinca IN TOP GEAR Handbrake 33% Rt atD ROT crite ee een PONG S a eS ee 
go max mum gradient | | | __|__ short journey in the suburbs 31mpg 
1in . hard driving, heavy traffic 


70 | a pe hae | motorway — 70mph cruising bh. 


brisk driving — 50mph cruising — 


gentle driving — rural roads 


60 


Typical mpg overall 
Realistic tank range 250 miles/6Yegal 


Consumption at steady speeds _ 


— 
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6034mpg 


40 
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56mph 
7Omph 
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Top-gear speed-range times (sec) ay 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 SAFETY CHECKS 
pet EE Ee ee ee ee eee a steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
TOP SPEEDS Sap ee % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
1 ( 0) 3 78 central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
max engine speed > mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
used 6600rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
max in top 5500rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing % mile 37\lb at start; 30Ib in-constant use; 40lb in severe use convenient? No brakes: failsafe? Yes 
TSI2SEG Watersplash 6 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? Yes 


ENGINE FUEL MAXIMUM 30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKE OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL EERIN 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE (£ cc MPG MPH GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC %g/\b FT/IN FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT 


4104 1298 38 93 14.6 28.2 97/50 aS Byer 40 39% 32/312 

4049 1410 34 94 13.9P Foie 87/50 2’ 5%” 41% 35 334/34 

4228 1124 97 jis 27.2 88/60 TO e's 402 32% 3%4/31 V2 

4108 1289 93 14.6 23.4 100/45 Taye? 38 342 334/322 

4126 1272 94 14.0 21.6 86/50 ete 40 35% 334/302 
P=Power mode 
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expect with a super-mini, how- 
ever, a full complement of pas- 
_sengers means that luggage space 
suffers. The chief space-waster is 
the spare wheel, cleverly hidden 
under the back carpet. We bet 
Ford now wishes that it had made 
more luggage room by squeezing 
the spare under the bonnet, a la 
Renault 5 and Fiat 127. 

As two-up transport the Fiesta 
is a winner, its back seat folding 
forwards easily to make SOin of 
level load platform. We heartily 
approve of its full-depth tailgate, 
which eases the strain of loading 
heavy items, and there’s a hidden 
compartment for small valuables. 

The air-blending heater ought 
to have been a step forward for 
Ford, but it disappoints. On the 
coldest days it can’t deliver suffi- 
cient heat, and it concentrates on 
the driver’s toes — selfish. 

Our test car — like many other 
Fiestas we have seen — was 
afflicted by minor creaks and rat- 
tles, despite innovations such as 
the one-piece facia. That said, the 
1300cc engine makes the car 
much less ‘buzzy’ than its smaller 
brothers, and the body-boom 
periods that plague the little 
screamers have mysteriously dis- 
appeared. The 1300S makes the 
right noises for the sportsman 
when it is being pressed, and at 
motorway cruising speeds it is 
commendably quiet. 


How strong 

Ford thinks so highly of its new 
all-singing, all-dancing rustproof- 
ing programme that it sentus... 
an old car that hadn’t had the 
treatment. However, for the 1980 
model year onwards, all new 
Fords are treated to injections of 
wax in the box sections, pvc 
round the wheelarches and along 
the outer edges of the floorpan, 
and a heavy wax spray on the 
whole floorpan. 

Our corrosion experts remain 
dissatisfied. With underbody pro- 
tection, it’s not so much what you 
do as the way that you do it, and 
even examples of the new treat- 
ment that we have examined were 
a bit hit and miss And, 


despite claims that rust traps were 
designed out of the Fiesta at birth, 


kerbweight 15%cwt 
overall length 11ft 10%in 
overall width 5ft 194in 
overall height 4ft 3%in 


we have seen an untreated 6000- 
mile 950L model which was 
decidedly rusty. 

We have praised the Fiesta’s 
mechanical reliability before, and 
the S-version’s 1300cc engine was 
already proven when this sports 
version was just a gleam in Ford’s 
eyes. One useful tip for owners, 
however, is to raise the idling 
speed. The electric cooling fan 
seems to switch itself on more 
frequently than most, and this 
cuts the revs by 200rpm, causing 
the engine to become lumpy and 
even to stall on occasions. Lifting 
the tickover to 1000rpm can save 
this embarrassment. 


How safe 

Ford’s development experts orig- 
inally decided that the Fiesta 
didn’t need a brake servo, and 
DRIVE agreed, but customers now 
demand power-assisted brakes. 
We approved of the system’s effi- 
ciency, except when subjected to, 
a soaking, but installing this servo 
has not helped access to the dis- 
tributor. 

Should the Fiesta’s failsafe 
handling ever let you down, the 
car’s secondary safety features 
will compensate. The steering 
column, for example, has a 
breakaway joint to prevent it 


spearing the driver’s chest, and 


another section cushions the 
driver who is slammed against the 
wheel. The now almost universal 
crumple-zone body, with a rigid 
centre cell, performs impres- 
sively: crash tests prove that the 
Fiesta can survive almost as well 
as the far heftier Granada. 
After much nagging from DRIVE, 
Ford is now fitting a laminated 
windscreen as standard safety 
equipment. 


How much 
The Fiesta excels in 
running-costs_ stakes, 


the 
for 


although the 1300S version isn’t 
all that cheap to buy, it has got to 
be the cheapest in its class for 
maintenance and repairs. Holes 
on the insides of double-skinned 
for example, 


sections, save 


50 


weight and also make life easy for 


the panel beater. Externally, the 
panelwork is ,divided into no 
fewer than 20 sections which 
can be individually sprayed after 
a scrape. It all adds up to a saving 
on the insurance rating of two 
whole groups, compared to 
foreign rivals’ groupings. 
Garages find that there are no 
maintenance problems caused by 
the bigger engine, and DIY 
mechanics shouldn’t be put off by 
the handbook’s lack of help. Buta 
word to the wise: the 1300’s valve 
order is different from the 950’s 
and 1100’s, so check your manual. 
At 38mpg overall, the 1300S sips 
no more fuel than the 1100cc ver- 
sion, so the extra power costs 
nothing on the road. Controlling 
your right foot makes 45mpg per- 
fectly possible on a long run. 


Verdict 
There was a time when a rock-hard 
ride and a stripe down the side 
were the only excuses a manufac- 
turer needed to call his offering a 
sports car. The brash-looking 
1300S postures like a baby Ford 
Escort RS2000, challenging any- 
thing with four wheels, but all that 
its buyer gets is a little more 
excitement than in an ordinary 
Fiesta, and more-uncomfortable 
progress. It’s a package that might 
suit some people all of the time. 

While we were thinking that 
Henry’s boys would be better- 
advised to drop this attractive 
engine into, say, the better-sprung 
1300GL. . . they did, but we can’t 
yet report on the result. 

Are we getting too old for hectic 
Fiestas? Maybe, but for us the 
S-pack’s too much to stomach. 


ENGINE 

Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 81mm 
bore x 63mm stroke=1298cc; 5 main bear- 
ings; iron block/head 

Compression ratio 9.2:1 

Valve gear overhead valves actuated by 
pushrods and rockers (chain driven) 
Fuel system one twin-venturi. Weber 
carburettor with automatic choke 

Max power (DIN-net) 66bhp at 
5600rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 68lb ft at 
3250rpm ; 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 72in diaphragm spring single dry 
plate, hydraulically operated; pedal load/ 
travel: 20|b/6in 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.58:1, second 2.05:1, 
third 1.35:1, top 0.96:1, reverse 3.77:1 
Final drive helical spur gears, 3.84:1 to 
front wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 16.8mph 


CHASSIS 
Suspension — front: independent Mac- 
Pherson damper/struts with integral coil 
springs and triangulated lower links; rear: 
beam (dead) axle with trailing arms, 
Panhard rod, telescopic dampers, and 
anti-roll bar 

Steering rack and pinion, 3% turns bet- 
ween full locks; turning circles average 
31 Yeft between kerbs, with 53ft in response 
to one turn of the wheel 

Wheels 4/2J rims with 155SR12 steel- 
braced radial-ply tyres 

Brakes dual-line hydraulics; discs front, 
drums rear, with servo assistance 
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Clip out this form and 

post it in an unstamped 

envelope addressed to: 

AA Insurance Services Ltd., 

FREEPOST, 

Newcastle on Tyne NE99 2RP. 
Please use BLOCK CAPITALS initials surname 

Mr/Mrs/ Miss 


Membership No. (if applicable! | 


mawrese ‘_|] FOR OFFICE 
. |] USE ONLY 


Post Code 


Is your present motor insurance giving you all the cover you cn abolag Ba 
want . . . dependably? All the discounts you could qualify for? 


At the best value on the market? Occupation(s) 


It could pay you to find out now . . . before your next About your car 

premium comes due. You can obtain a check on your Make and model of car including details of modifications 
premium and cover by using the AA’s computer service. The 
service is free and sifts through a whole range of policies 
arranged with leading insurance companies and at Lloyds, to 
select the quotation that suits you best. And you can be sure 
with AA buying power and expertise, you can have the best When do you use your Car? *Piease delete the word that does not apply. 
cover at minimum cost.. In addition to private use, will the car be used for: 


(a) Driving to work on three or more days a week? NO/YES* 


Engine cc 


Check some of the discounts you might be eligible for... A 
20% discount if driving is restricted to husband and wife. A 
10% discount if you are over 60, or if your car is over 6 years 
old. A no-claims discount up to 65% perhaps. . . or 
substantial occupational savings. You can pay by instalments FOL errata even a 
too... in fact as a motoring organisation we've tried to plan VALET SS Cis. te Te TRT Tg 
insurance to suit you in every way. So put that pen to good = FRRRARARrneennee 
use . . . and freepost for the AA quote now. 


lf YES, name city, town or suburb where you work 
(b) Business use by yourself only? 


(c) Business use by another person? 


Comprehensive Age Third Party Fire & Theft {ij Third Party Only tf 


If you wish to reduce the premium by bearing the cost of any damage to your car 
indicate( ~~“ ) the appropriate amount: 
up to £25 LJ up to £50 i up to £100 C] 
Please indicate( ~~ ) whowill drive the vehicle: 
(a) Yourself only 
In the case of (b) and (c) please give 
& (b) Yourself and wife/husband only details of other driver or in the case 
4 of (d) of youngest known driver. 


(c) Yourself and one named driver only 


(d) Any licensed driver 


Length full UK Driving Licence held 


When would you like cover to start? = day month year 
(Indicate when your present insurance ends). CORA BOSE 


On that date: 


Insurance ee) 0 How i you be? 


(b) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? 


s : 
Services y ( j : i y (c) Have you been resident in the UK for 3 or more years? 


(d) How many years No Claims Discount 
will you be claiming in your own right? 


Have you or any other person who will drive the car: 


(a) Been. convicted or have pending prosecutions for a motoring 

offence ? NO/YES* 
(b) Been involved in any accident or loss regardless of blame in the 

last five years? NO/YES* 


(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity e.g. heart 
disease etc? _ NO/YES* 


Cm, #7? RR i 
Hy »D $ : »D Lx If you answered YES to (a), (b), or (c), please give details on a separate sheet. 
(% —,_ 


Registered Office: Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG21 2EA Regd. No. 912191 England. 


The British Insurance Brokers Association 


Your greatest car ferry choice 
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to the Continent and Ireland. 


16 routes 
No one can match our great car ferry businessmen. Plus lots of holiday ideas, 
network, this year we introduce a new inclusive tours, short breaks, excursions... 


service to the Isle of Man in association with see the Sealink range of holiday programmes: 
the Manx Line. 


Add this to our 10 routes to the Book early 
Continent, 3 to Ireland and 2 to the Channel It pays to book as soon as you can, no 
Islands, plus our greater number ofshipsand matter what time of year you are travelling. 
sailings and what have you? The best car So make your plans now and see your 
ferry service going —- and coming back! » nearest AA Office and book yourself a better 


way to get away. 
Cost-saving deals and holiday 
ideas throughout the year 


There’s something for everyone — 
motorists, campers, caravanners and 


You and your car and 


Sealink 
Its a better way to get away 


ede ees) Chae Ob ee Pos 


' Woodhead Loadmasters are easily fitted in place 
of the existing rear shock absorbers on your 
car to assist the springs and provide extra damping. 


OODOER AD They help to prevent rear end sag and sway 
— a must for trailer towing. 
Woodhead Shock Absorbers are supplied as original 
LOAD M ASTER equipment by most British & many overseas vehicle 
manufacturers. 


VAY WOODHEAD MANUFACTURING CO. 


P.O. Box 4, MOORCROFT WORKS, 
Mv OSSETT, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF5 9DL, ENGLAND. 
Moonee’ Phone: Ossett 273521 (STD code 0924). Telex: 55291 


L. 


Select your own ride characteristics with Woodhead Heavy 
Duty Adjustable Shock Absorbers. Easy to adjust and install, 


the units have infinitely variable adjustment (between min. " ee 
and max. damping positions) enabling you to select the - or 
a “ - ride and handling characteristics. Q x ay | 
ODHE. 'A D SHOCK Adjustment and installation details in each carton. RC amitas: ae : 
ABSORBERS Sold only in pairs. a0 Oe ih 
the thoroughbreds ee <° ye 
ra « oe ee pe Ae yi 4 
f WOODHEAD MANUFACTURING CO. ce ye ad - el, a - 
P.O. Box 4, MOORCROFT WORKS, A I ae anh See 
OSSETT, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF5 9DL, ENGLAND. Nery” a? ao x ~q 
a safer way to travel ‘Phone: Ossett 273521 (STD code 0924) Telex: 55291 Re Pee gees aes Wee cs 


THE REVOLUTIONARY 
NEW SUNNY COOL 
FROM ELECTROLUX 


KEEPS FOOD AND DRINK 
HOT OR COLD. 


Now you can have cold drinks or hot snacks anywhere, with Sunny Cool. 
Adevelopment from space technology, Sunny Cool is a portable 
food container which cools or heats — using the 
_heat-exchanging properties of two tiny Peltier elements. 

There’s no compressor, no absorber and, apart from a fan,no 
moving parts. 

\deal for use in car or boat —just connect your Sunny Cool to the 
12V DC supply; either to the cigarette lighter or jack-plug socket. 


@ Weighs only 78 lb when empty. @ Internal volume. 0.28 cu.ft. gross 
(0.27 net) @ 12V operation, consumption approximately 3.5 amps per 
hour (cooling) or 1.5 amps per hour (heating). @ Sturdy, shock-resistant 
plastic case. @ Handle lowers into lid. Clip-in sandwich holder inside. 


Rill eae Lateral ae ama ree ae ek Re  cioeiec airs nes ea 


Electrolux Ltd 
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O_o ee <p) Electrolux 
Luton LU4 9QQ. : _ Post to: Ele Electrolux Ltd., Le Leisure F Products Divisi Division, n, Luton 1LU4 9QQ._ BR Sta Sa a8 “| 


Pee 


The new Fiesta GL is the finishing touch — carpet and much, much more. 
to complete the Fiesta range — a range of Outside it’s distinguished by 472” wide 
five models from the practical, through the wheels with bright rim embellishers, halogen 
sporty, to the outright luxurious. headlamps, a bodyside moulding and a neat 

The Fiesta GL is full of features, tailgate turnlock, to save you always having 
to make life that bit more comfortable, like to use the key. Servo brakes are standard 
push button radio, Windsor fabric trim, with both the 1100 and 1300cc engines. 
centre console with clock, illuminated glove : New Fiesta GL — the finishing touch. 
box, cigar lighter, load compartment Put it to the test today. 


FORD FIESTA 
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hap could offer the pioneer 
ist stranded by a 
\breakdown. Sympathy and a 
‘salute? Yes — that was include\ 
in they¥wo-guinea annual 
subscraption. A gallon of petrol 
THY a Acycle to the next villag 
sir. A froken propshaft? — 
‘aha a local farmer can i 
prevailed upon to lenda. 
A arthors a\ o tow you I 


Ary, Cars 
gwn, and 

y crow. The 
Mane oe, 


F z 
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The breakdown service is born, and the AA discovers a new raison d’étre. 
After World War 1, when the threat to motorists from police speed-traps 
diminished, the Association began to equip its bicycle 
scouts with motorbikes and Peete len Hh to 
give the member what he really wanted for the motoring Twenties — roadside assistance. 
55 


BILL 
CLUER 
AA Patrol, 
1920-1961 


WS 


¢ J waspaln 45 shillings a week, 

plus three shillings for my 
bike ... which I built myself. I 
patrolled three beats out of 
Leatherhead, Surrey, to nearby 
Hook, Ashtead and Dorking. I 
had one day off a week — Mon- 
day. I always spent Sundays on 
“fixed points’? — the term used 
in those days for directing traffic 
at busy road junctions. 

‘At that time, we were called 
AA Scouts; the idea was that we 
should stop members and warn 
them of police speed-traps. By 
the time I joined, some of us had 
started simply to give a slow- 
down handsign — which was 
illegal. My room-mate warned 
me that a plainclothes officer 
was about to start watching me, 
and would run me in for obstruc- 
tion. I took the hint... 

‘By 1920, though, there were 
20,000 cars on the road, and 
breakdown assistance was 
becoming more important.The 
AA had 60 boxes by then, 
usually with a scout on hand to 
make and take the calls. 

The most common problems 
were blocked fuel lines (petrol 
wasn’t so well refined, then), 
punctures and cars running dry. 
Many’s the time I cycled to the 
nearest garage for a gallon. 

‘During World War 2, a lot of 
my time was spent directing 
military drivers — all the sign- 
posts had been taken down. I 
remember an army crew from 
Southampton asking me the way 
to Salisbury. “‘We must be get- 
ting close,’’ said the driver. 
‘““We’ve been going two hours.” 

‘“Going round in circles,”’ I 
told him. ‘‘You’re now only two 
miles from Southampton!” 

‘The last fuel restrictions were 
lifted in June 1950 ... and the 
next Sunday it seemed as if the 
world and his dog had got their 
cars out of mothballs. I spent the 
whole day mending punctures. 

‘In the early-1950s, the AA 
started to replace the bikes with 
vans and Land-Rovers. I got my 
first van in 1961 ... the year | 
retired!’ 5 
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1&5 The awesome winters of 1935 
and 1937 proveda boom time forAA 
signwriters: patrols were out day 
and night erecting warnings to driv- 
ers, and even gritting the roads. 

2 Night patrols, with welcoming 
illuminated signs, started in 1924; 
this lucky motorist found one before 
he stopped work at midni 

3 A 1952 patrol in his natural 
habitat — directing motorists. 

4 Calling all cars — patrol vans went 
‘radio-active’ just after World War 2. 
6 Back in deep water, 1953: patrols 
volunteered for round-the-clock 
rescue work. 

7 With petrol rationing ended, 1953 
was a very good year for holiday 
motoring, and the AA was busy 
directing traffic. 

8 A 1912 patrol group — the motor- 
cyclist was the inspector. 

9 First-aid procedure, 1912: patrols 
were issued with emergency packs. 
10 The ‘Highland patrol’ started 
operations north of Scotland’s 
Caledonian Canal in 5: 

and probably im- 

mediately regretted 

it! 


BAM ern 


Siti 


Above left: by 1928, many motorists had taken to 
the air, so the AA supplied specially weighted 
message bags, complete with yellow-and-blue 
streamers, with which members could ‘bomb’ 
patrols. Top: 1937 help for damsel in 

distress. Above: 1923 aid for a 
potholed road. 


Equality took to the road in 1929: the AA 
announced that one in eight of its 415,000 mem- 
bers was female. 


DRIVE May-June 1980 


58 


Cheers! 
from 


CHELMSFORD < 


|| AUCTIONS um I 


WE CONGRATULATE 


& 
Ts rowome ||| MEMMINES 
ey ||| Supeliersot || aera 
to the motoring public 
AXARLINGTON eis ei VICTORIA ROAD, 
CHELMSFORD CM1 1PG 
M oTor to the TELEPHONE 0245 65368 
Co -LTp. Automobile 
BARKER’S LANE Association Car & Commetcial vehicle 


BEDFORD 


Main dealers in 
Bedfordshire for: 


VAUXHALL ta 
E AUDI | 4 EP i a aa Sera NOON 


M if 

Oe SHOCK ABSORBERS We handle the sale of more 

THE ULTIMATE IN QUALITY AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION 
TRANSFORMS RIDE COMFORT & vehicles than any other auction. 
ROADHOLDING - COMBATS LEAN, 3 
A Superb range PITCH & WALLOW 


in all sectors pwSWEAR ADJUSTMENT GIVING 


ef “— GREATER MILEAGE 
) Lus! 
Full eg service, car and RON HAYN ES 


Auction hold two sales 
every week. 


KENNING | 
nea TYRE SERVICES 


Head Office: Manor Offices, Old Road, Chesterfield. 
Derbyshire S40 3QT. Telephone (0246) 77241 


MONDAY NOON 
Vans & Commercials 


Why? 


fast deliveries from We get better prices. 
OFFICIALHOME COUNTIES DISTRIBUTORS 


And the AA are very price 


truck hire, leasing, parts For KONE Shock Absorbers & Loaded 
delivery, paint and body % Autaballans & Sealine, ore, minded when they dispose 
shops, World's leading stockists of of their used vehicles. 
tenor mzcoverr |] staan es 
SERVICE Buying or selling? 


: -~ ARBMSTRONG 

j E | 
SA 8 Gin SALW sisorese LOAD JUSTERS 

LOAD DISTRIBUTORS | LOADMASTER | 
BA |caplicn Cy 
ay aN RUG LOAD LEVELLERS 
STABILIZERS RIDE LEVELLERS EVEN KEEL 

Write or phone for FREE Suspension Aid or KONI Catalogue A ¢ ‘90 | d’ 9 private 


a RON HAYNES company that still gives 


MOTOR SPORTS LIMITE old fashioned service. 
THE SHOCK ABSORBER & SUSPENSION AID ye ba Collection & delivery 


THE COMPLETE 
SERVICE! 


PHONE BEDFORD 50011 


Give us a ring on 
Chelmsford (0245) 65368 


c P.O. Box 56.BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS, HP9 1PA 
i Ra Hit: Tel: BEACONSFIELD (04946) 5620 


pert Se. Se a 
1904 LANCHESTER 
Most-advanced cars of veteran era 


1912 NAPIER 


First commercially-successful six-cylinder 


bd 


in’s answer to 


A 


Pn 7 


1929 ALFA ROMEO 1750 SS 
First of the supercharged Alfas 


1948 JAGUAR XK120 
Classic British six-cylinder sports car 
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1905 DARRACQ 


‘Genevieve’ — most-famous veteran of all 


1913 ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER GHOST 
London-Edinburgh and back in top gear only 


1919 HISPANO-SUIZA H6 
Advanced, luxury ohc six-cylinder 


te a S Sr, a 
. dys Oe 


1925 BENTLEY 3LITRE 
Most-famous sports car of the 1920s 


\ of 


1933 PIERCE-ARROW 
V12 ‘car of the 1930s for the 1940s’ 


1949 CITROEN 2CV 
The ‘umbrella on four wheels’ 


1913 TALBOT 25HP 
First to cover 100 miles in an hou 
o> Pe ne TF Aaa a ee ee 


1922 AUSTIN SEVEN 
Four-seater for price of bike-and-sidecar 


ALE 
Fabulous 13litre luxury car 


5% 


1936 CORD 810 


America’s revolutionary front-wheel-driver 


BA, 


1951 PEGASO 
156mph record-breaker from Spain 
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Choose the 10 greatest cars of the past 75 years,’ said the Editor... and had to close the list at 134. Application and | 
agony broughtt e number down to 45, and a couple of resignations reduced it to 40 or so. We picture three dozen — yes, | 
we know we’ve left out the MG TC, Austin-Healey 3000, Morris 1000, etc etc. All complaints and suggestions, 
please, to: The Editor, DRIVE Magazine, etc etc. And do the rest s) es staff a favour: mark our mabe Personal 


1908-1927 FORD MODEL T 1910 DE DION BOUTON 1910 DELAUNAY-BELLEVILLE 
‘Put the world on n wheels’, -16%2million sold First production V8 France’s finest, favourite of Tsar Nicholas | 


1913 VAUXHALL PRINCE HENRY 1915CADILLAC | ~~~.._-:1916 PACKARD TWIN-SIX 
Edwardian sportster, predecessor of the 30/98 America’s first successful V8 World’s first production V12 


1922 LANCIA LAMBDA 1922 MORGAN GRAND PRIX ——~*«~CS~S*~S« DOBLE STEAMER 
Integral body/chassis, V4, ind front suspension The most successful three-wheeler ee ‘puffer’ from America 


1928 DUESENBERG MODEL J 1929 MERCEDES SSK 
6.8litre, 118mph — America’s pride Potent oS he ake 7.1 litre Cerne, 


1927 RILEY MONACO 
Bhp same cee sensatio 


1947 DELAHAYE TYPE 135 
French six-cylinder sportster 


1946 FERRARI 166 INTER 
First of the classic V12s from Italy 


1937-present VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 
91million sold, and mae selling 


1959 MORRIS MINI MINOR 1963 LOTUS ELITE 


1958 “isk EDSEL Issigonis’ idea changed family-car design Revolutionary glassfibre sports car 


_ The greatest failure — lost $250million 
op ay June 1980 f | 61 


Wish you were here? 


Send usa postcard... and win a free 75th Anniversary-issue £300 
holiday for all the family! 


THIS IS THE ‘little lake by the hill’ — Lochanhully, in Gaelic, 
It’s one of the AA’s latest ventures — a 50-cabin, self-catering 
holiday complex set in Scotland’s glorious Spey Valley, 
prime walking, shooting, riding, climbing, fishing and ski- 
ing country. And it could be yours for a fortnight. . . FREE! 

Each pine lodge sleeps up to six people. There’s a spacious 
living room (with double-bed sofa for large families), two 
bedrooms with a double bed and two bunk beds, kitchen and 
bathroom, plus a verandah. All are centrally heated, and 
come complete with furnishing for indoors and outdoors; 
colour television, all bed linen (with duvets) is provided; 
the kitchen has a refrigerator, electric cooker and is fully 
stocked with pots, pans, crockery and cutlery; and the bath+ 
room has a shower as well as bath. Cots and high-chairs are 
available free; cats and dogs are welcome (with prior notice), 
and, best of all, there is a free daily maid service. 

All you bring is yourself. And the five winners of DRIVE’s 
caption competition can choose any fortnight between 6 
September 1980 and 11 April 1981, except between 1 and 28 
November and 20 December and 2 January. 


HERE’S HOW YOU ENTER 

Below are four original comic holiday postcards from the 
turn of the century — the sort of thing that any of the 17 
founding members of the AA might have sent home from 
their 1905 holiday. Only the captions have been ... well, 
kind of updated. 

What we want you to do is send us your versions of these 
holiday lines. Imagine that you are on a motoring holiday in 
the year that the AA was born. But you know as much about 
motoring as a 1980 driver. With this in mind, invent new 
captions — no more than 15 words each — to any or all of the 
comic postcards below. 

Write your captions on a postcard or plain sheet of paper 
— don’t forget your name and address — and post it to DRIVE 
Caption Competition, AA, Fanum House, Basingstoke 
Hampshire RG21 2EA, to arrive by 30 May 1980. 


ay 


re.’ 
ou said you'd been towed befo 


‘1 thought y 


Rules Entry is free, but each ent 
must be accompanied by your full 
name and address. No entry will be 
Penn until after the closing date. 
prizes must be accepted as 
offered; there will be no alternative 
awards, such as cash. In the event of 
a prizewinner declining a prize, the 
competition will be rejudged. 
Entries received after the closing 
date cannot be accepted. No respon- 
sibility can be taken for entries lost 
or delayed in the post. The competi- 
tion is open to anyone resident in Gt 
Britain, N Ireland, Paso Islands 
and Isle of Man, except for emp- 
loyees and families of the Auto- 
mobile Association, subsidiaries, 
the printers of the magazine, or any 
company or person involved in the 
production of it. The editor’s deci- 
sion will be final, as it is in all other 
Matters affecting the competition. 
No correspondence can be entered 
into. The winners will be notified by 
eer and the result earns bt a 
ater issue @ of DRIVE. TA toe te a 
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> Miss, have they 


‘ x ee 
ms “S§cuse me, 


DRIVE May-June 1980 


amper's Quiz: 
How can you fit this complete 


| 
| 


4-niece cooki 
cooking set 
COPGWERS cramped kitchen? 


[ee] mae fev) pas AES cows 
14- 
recambe Lancs 


The Festival Co 
Industrial Estate, 


-p&p. lu 


nderstand thatiflamn 


| may return it unused within 


ar iote— eee | 
arclaycard/Trust —— | 


completely ha 
44 days fora e : 
Cilen postal ord 


s Club card. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms | Mi 


(PLEASE PRINT) 
Address : 
Postcode | 
Signature Date = | 
ted withouta signature. Offer applies onlyin UK exe. 
days for delivery: | 


Orders cannot be accep 
0. 394254 England. Allow 21 -28 
S: ORDER BY PHONE. 


Channel Islands. Reg.N 
HOL ERS: 
redit card name and 
pc) 


CR 
2A-6121 2 and give your Cc 


f Just call 05 
en es es 
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| C contained fire 
TELEPHONE extinguishers 


The first boxes, 
in 1912, were 


manned by day but 4 
locked at night XING 


THE FIRST AA boxes went up at the side of the Bath Road at %& 

Colnbrook, Bucks, and the Portsmouth Road in Putney, g 

London, in 1912; the AA was putting down ‘roots’ in the 
business of breakdown assistance and traffic-direction 
after seven years of running battles with police speed- 
trapsters. Within months, there were 30 boxes on main 
roads, each equipped with a telephone thatthe Scouton f 
duty — from 8am till darkness — would allow members |] 
to use without charge. By 1920, the AA’s 150,000 mem- 
bers each had been issued with a key that would open 
any of 60 boxes around Britain to find the free phone, a fire ; 
extinguisher and, if the patrol was on duty, a can of petrol, a” 
first-aid kit and local information. In 1925, the Association combined ™ 
its new service with one of its original enthusiasms — the ‘Super box’ 
appeared, complete with signposts sprouting from the top, and illuminated, 
too! This was all very well, so long as motoring remained a gentleman’s 
pastime: a gentleman could be relied on to use the phone only for bona fide 
motoring local calls, or to leave the price of a trunk call in the box. The 
proliferation of keys among the military during World War 2 — plus hard times 
for petrol and money — sounded the death-knell for all this, and by the 
mid-1950s it had become clear that some motorist-commercial travellers were 
using AA boxes as mini-offices. In 1961, the first GPO-style coinboxes were 
installed; emergency-gallons became but a memory. The swinging Sixties saw 
the first of 734 pedestal-style boxes — less vulnerable to vandals. Today, only 
180 wooden sentry-boxes remain. And the rest? Many have found their way 
into private collections and transport museums. But don’t try to buy one for use 
as a garden shed: they’re not for general sale. 


— A 


eo 


In 1920, members 
were given keys to 
open booths like 
this, which also 


By 1927, the boxes 
were much 
sturdier in design 


Fine EXTINGUISHER 
Adailable 


DAYeNIGHT 


By use of 


AA RERBERS KEY 


Sta Rainn + ohy 


| Spa she ed hi Santos 


Slim-line boxes 
came back 
into vogue in 1947 
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WORLD CUP Sign 
WEMBLEY language. 


UNTIL 1930, AA roadsigns were virtually the 
only signs on the road. Even small towns and 
villages were usually unmarked until the AA 
put up a nameplate. Local authorities weren't 
responsible for erecting warning, information 
and directional signs until the 1930 Road 
Traffic Act, and, had it not been for the efforts of 
first the Cyclists Touring Club, then the Motor 
Ta Union (with which the Association amalga- 

. mated in 1910), but predominantly, the AA, 

_ motoring would have been little short of chao- 
tic — as was shown during World War 2, when 
thousands of AA signs were taken down to con- 
fuse the seemingly imminent German invasion 
force. Then, despite being provided with maps, 


© lens 


ROAD 


One for Sir Alf Ramsey’s scrapbook 


The AA’s signposting service 
became mobile in 1927. 


Pictured is a typical van 
in use from 1937 aivesen our own military drivers became the AA pat- | 
f BURY wn rols’ most regular ‘customers’, asking for direc- |_ 
n TILD ay et tions and even escort. 
At least 60 of the AA’s village nameplates 


survive still, while other signs from the past 
continue to be unearthed. The Association’s 
role in the 1980s is to erect temporary signs 
diverting traffic round obstructions, or direct- 
ing drivers to national and local events and || 
places of interest. | 


The grandest of them all, 
complete with signposts, # 
were to be found at 


major road junctions 7 sea 


WHEN THE DATES ARE 


EVEN 


PLEASE PULL UP 


THIS 
SIDE 4 
AA-magic lantern — an hotel 
good enough for 1930s members : 
Parking by | 


Sign of the time: 
1960s special-interest 
pointer 


numbers, 1930 


WILL BE PAID FOR 
INFORMATION LEADING 
TO THE CONVICTION OF 

PERSON OR PERSONS 


Hands off! — 1914-style 
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IT’S BETTER TO 
ARRIVE THAN T0 TRAVEL 
HOPEFULLY 


Its no good just hoping you car won't break down. Any 
car can. But if youre an AA member we'll make sure you get 
to your destination using our 24hr Breakdown Service or 
the optional Relay Service. 


It pays to have the best AA 


Congratulations tothe AA 
from Harold Bloom Signs 


Gos f Cs NI — Manufacturers of Neon, Plastic, Electrical Signs and Fittings 
371/379 ALBANY ROAD, LONDON, SE5 OAA Tel: 01-701 7376 (all lines) 


LIMITED 


AT 5732 MPG 

T'LLGIVE YOU 
ARUN FOR | 
-YAMANI. 


"eels 


Moris 


with Supercover 


In the recent BP Petrol Stretching Run our Mini 1000 stretched 5732 big miles out of one small gallon, outstretching 
every other car in its class. If that stretches your imagination, why not test drive the proof? 


OFFICIAL DEPT. OF ENERGY FIGURES, MINI 1000; SIMULATED URBAN CYCLE, 38.8 M.PG./7.3 LITRES PER 100 KM. CONSTANT 56 M.PH. 48.5 M.PG./5.8 LITRES PER 100 KM. CONSTANT 75 M.PH.,33.0 M.PG./8.5 LITRES PER 100 KM. 
LOOK FOR YOUR NEAREST AUSTIN MORRIS DEALER IN THE YELLOW PAGES. FOR TAX-FREE SALES CALL 01-734 6080. 
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Herbert, | 
Georges, | 

Rudy, Andre Wy = & 
and Norah @8'".. ©: 
Fc hare. 


They all rose to fame with —_ 
motor cars — some designing, some 
building, some buying, some racing, 
__ some banning. And one (below) | 
without even being able to drive... 


JIM CLARK (1936-1968) 
Popular flying Scot’ was _ ] 
twice World GP mpion eb 


GRAHAM HILL 
(1929-1975) 
Only winner of 
24hr, Indy & World 


ERNEST GEORGE STENSON COOKE was 
dubbed Britain's Mr Motoring bet-_ 
ween the World Wars. Yet, amazingly, 
he never drove a car in his life. a 
He is the man who, more than any 
other, laid the cornerstone of what is 
today the Automobile Association — 
the world’s largest motoring organis 
tion, with a membership 5'4millio 


_ JOHN MONTAGUE | 

(1866-1929) 

_ First motoring MP :) 
of vehi istrations 


_on 21 November 1942, aged 68. sw 
Knighted in 1933 for services to 
motoring, he and his team pioneered, 

_ among other benefits, free breakdown 
_assistance and legal defence for mem- 
bers, overseas touring advice, roadside | 
communications (the Post Offices _ 
_first public phone kiosk went up 10 | 
years after the AA inaugurated road- 
side boxes), rural filling stations, anda 
- star-grading system for hotels that is _ 
now UR este hich o 
During his reign. AA membership 
eave fein 4 mene handtal ie ee ee 


pre-World War 2 peak of 721,404. _____Pioneered light, ha 
‘ driven cars in 1890s__ 


RUDY CARACCIOLA 
(i901- 1960) 
each Continental 
ae at least ence 


AUREL (1890-1965) 
HARDY (1892- -1957) 


Italian racing ace 
triple winner in 


HENRY SEGRAVE | 


(1896-1930) 


_ ‘Knight of Speed’, won 31 


i owe first to top 2oomph 


_BARBARA CASTLE 
| asin) 


Non-motoring Minister 


of a 1965- 


First ae A 
used a oo Phaeton 


2 LAU TENSCHLAGER 
(1877-1954). 
inner af 1908 and 
914 Grand Prix 


ALFRED SLOAN 
(1875-1966) 

Organised General Motors 
into World: s largest maker 


COLIN CHAPMAN | 
(1928-) 
Constructor of Lotus sports 


a a Formula 1, 2, 3 cars” 


| LEONARD LORD : 


ec 


‘Created BMC from Aus! 


ind Morris in oo ae 


: NUVOLARI 
(892. -1953) 
's foremost racing 
er of 1920s and 1930s 


b I 
oe 


JACKIE STEWART 


(1939-) 
Three-times World 


ees 1969-1973 


WALTER CHRYSLER 
(1875-1940) 

Engineer and founder of 
_the Chrysler empire _ 


~~ 


a HENRY FORD ro 


(1863-1947) | 
Inventor of 
miaSs-production 


a 901-) Founc 
Cars in 1945 


PERCIVAL PERRY | 
(1878-1956) 


Founded Ford Britain 1909 


and Ford Europe 1928 


FERENC $ZISZ 
(1873-1970) Hungarian 
winner of first Grand Prix 


ANDRE CITROEN 
(1878-1935) 
Made Europe's first 


2 _ Mnass-produced car: 


IKE HAWTHORN 
(1929-1959) | 
UK's first World Grand 
Prix Champion, 1958 ~ 


FERDINAND 
Brilliant fas 


= Mercedes, Beetle, Porsche 


RUDOLPH VALENTINO { 
(1895-1926) 
Car connoisseur and acte 


€ 


Ouch! Car trouble can strike at any time, often 
when you can least afford it. 

Aaah. Now Drivers Club softens the blow and 
makes it much easier on your pocket. 

Drivers Club is a simple way to spread the 
rising cost of keeping your car safe and roadworthy. 

Here's.how it works. __. 

Pay a fixed monthly sum from £5 to £20. Spend 
up to 20 times that amount— £100 right away if you 
wish, INSTANT CREDIT. 

As you repay you build up more credit for your 
next purchase. Thus the little lot shown above 


Soften the blow with Drivers Club countrywide at any branch of: 


TYRESERVICES GREAT BRITAIN; 
KETTERING TYRES AND EXHAUSTS; 
FYRESALES SOUTHERN LTD. 


* Subject to status. Current interest rate is 2.25% per month on the 
outstanding balance, equivalent to an annual rate of 30.6% 

Cy 7 ln Re eee Ee 

To: Drivers Club, (Tyresales Southern Ltd.), 312 High St., Sutton, Surrey. 

Please send me full details of Drivers Club and Privilege Purchase. 


Address 


eee 


Lazo 


could be yours for a fiver in the first month — with 
nearly £19 credit in reserve: 

So when you next need new tyres, battery, 
exhaust, shock absorbers, brake relines or routine 
servicing, make it easier on your pocket with 
Drivers Club. 

And remember, you can rely on good local 
service by professional mechanics, plus really keen 
prices. . 

PRIVILEGE | 
PURCHASE TERMS 
AVAILABLE TOO. 


% Upto25% higher mileage. 

% Upto 18% better wet grip. 

% Upto 10% improvement 
in handling 

%# Up to 10% less rolling 

resistance for greater 

fuel economy. | 


+carr. 


The Intercontinental : 
De Luxe Travel Valet £18 95 


=< ¥ f 


The lightweight R.J.W Travel Valet will carry your every 
long or short stay need in style without crumples. 
Spacious fully enclosed main compartment holds two 
suits comfortably and is softly lined for protection. In 
addition 4 extremely spacious zippered compartments 
offer room for shirts, socks, ties, underwear, pullovers 
and shoes plus razors, toiletries, alarm clock and radio. 
Outsidea large softly lined zippered compartment 
fulfils arole of a briefcase — straps hold raincoat, 
umbrella and newspapers etc. Comfortable padded 
handle and detachable shoulder strap make carrying 
easy. Travel Valet is classified as hand luggage, making 
for speedy airport exits. There’s no need to unpack, 
Travel Valet has its own hook, so you simply hang in 
wardrobe. Everything is kept secure by straps with 
buckle fastening. ; 
Finest hard wearing Polyurethane viny] looks like 
leather and can be easily wiped clean. Contrasting 
burgundy piping and trimmings add extra strength and 
complete the luxurious appearance. Colour black. 
' Size: empty 43” x 233" x 34” approx. open. 
- Size: empty 214” x 112” x 7” approx. closed. 


R-J-wilt shire (Dept 


| Callers are welcome at our store. Mon to Sat. 9a.m. to5 p.m. Tel: 01-471 2115. 
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Tony Jacklin OBE Britain's most successful international golfer over the past decade says. .._ 
“Tuse my luggage more than most people, and I can fully recommend the RJW collection for its durability, good 
looks and excellent value. In fact the perfect first class travelling companion” 


LUXURIOUS LUGGAGE 
for travellers of 


» distinction 


° 


t 
Tony Jacklin | 


There are two 
attractive colours 
to choose from: 
Rich Tan with 
Black interior or 
Sea Blue with 
Black Interior. 


COMPLETE SET OF 4 


At just £29.95 for 4 full size pieces, this must be 
Britain’s best luggage Pale ONLY 

So you can take all your holiday gear with you, °O5 
we have selected 3 big cases: 26” x 18" x 73", 24” x 2 9 

16" x 6}” and 20" x 14” x 6” approx. The latter r+ Carr. 
makes the ideal overnight or weekend case. A matching 12” x 
11”x 5" approx. flight shoulder bag complements and 
completes the collection. It features three roomy ! 
compartments to swallow all your bits and pieces. So handy in 
transit and perfect for every day of your holiday. 

The extremely attractive heavy duty viny] will stand up to the 
roughest treatment without complaint and can be wiped clean 
with a damp cloth or sponge. 

Tate collection is easily stored, each case fits neatly inside the 
other. 


COMPARE THESE SPECIAL FEATURES 
e@ Achoice of two fashionable colours. ¢ Superb polished metal 
fittings. e Exceptionally robust construction throughout. 

e Lightweight, heavy duty, wipe clean vinyl of the highest 
quality. ¢ Double safety straps with buckle fastening. @ Special 
centre safety strap with distinctive green and red fabric stripe. 
Buckle fastening. e All-round, heavy duty zip fastening with security 
padlock. @ Large, padded handle make carrying easier. © Full size, interior 
lid pocket with straps. @ Elasticated straps hold clothes in place. ¢ Smart, wipe 
clean interior finish. e Name and address tags with each case. @ Special metal 
domes protect base when standing. 


Any item can be delivered to your door within 

approx 21-28 days. Should you forany reason 

not be 100% delighted, return within 21 days of 
receipt foran immediate refund. 


THE FOLDAWAY 
PORTERMAN 
CASE CARRIER 


Why struggle and strain? Let the 
Porterman do the humping for 
you, It’s robust, lightweight 
and completely portable. 
Quality tubular steel body 
featuring a fold flat plat- 
form, solid tyred wheels 
and folding handle. 
Extended it measures 34” * 
x 103” approx. when folded § 
flat 19)” approx. Complete : 
with elasticated strap to 
secure luggage. 


i — leg 
SUPERIOR CASE 50 
CARRIER ONLY £4? carr. 


) 56-58 Green Street, London, E.7. 


TO:R.J. WILTSHIRE (Dept: -) 
56-58 Green Street, London, E.7. 
Please send me: 


Luxurious Luggage Set(s) ___RichTanat£32 
(inc £2.05 carr & ins per set) 
Porterman Case Carrier(s) —______-at £5.75 
Intercontinental Travel Valet(s) —at £20.20 q 

I enclose cheque/Postal order for £ _________ op 
or debit my Barclaycard/ Trustcard/Diners Club/ 
Access/ American Express 

SIGNATURE 

NAME 
ADDRESS 


Luxurious Luggage Set(s) ___SeaBlueat£32 Sent 
| (inc £1.25 carr & ins) Umbrella not included 
| Reales 1 ITT 


fi 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE ) 
CREDIT CARD HOLDERS can order by telephone without _ 
having to complete coupon. Ring 01-471 2115 Mon to Sat 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (orders taken by 
times — 24 hour service). 
Offers applicable to U.K. mainland only. 


R. J. WILTSHIRE (MAIL ORDER) LTD. Reg in England No. 1067702 ti 


nsafone at all other 
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Co ngratulations ((l | 


| Lower interest rate: 
for AA members 


The ability to obtain loans at interest rates below those generally charged by Mercantile 
Credit has become an even more important privilege of AA Membership. And with price 
increases seemingly always in the pipeline, waiting while you save isn’t prudent any more. That 
simply means having to paya higher price...ifyour savings run toit. With anAA Members Loan 
you can buy now, at today’s prices, and make real savings. 

The wisdom of using an AA Members Loan for major BUrCHASeS| is endorsed by the 
fact that over 750,000 loans have been made, totalling almost £400 million. 

Here are some of the reasons for the popularity of this exclusive facility: 


** The loans can be arranged, simply and confidentially through the post. 


** When your loan application is approved, you receive a personal cheque within a few 
days, so you can shop around with all the advantages of paying cash. 


The loan, of course, enables you to spread the cost by monthly instalments and, 
remember, your instalments are lower than under our standard finance plans because you enjoy 
the specially reduced interest rate arranged exclusively for AA Members. 

HOW MUCH? HOW LONG? The minimum initial loan is £200 and usually 
repayment can be spread over periods up to five years and even longer for more costly home 
improvements. 

All loans are subject to compliance with government controls; for example, the 
maximum loan on a motor car is two thirds of the cost and the longest payment period is 
24 months. 
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APPLY NOW. Below are tables at the rate of interest correct at the date of printing 
which will help you to decide on the loan which suits you best. Complete the application form 
below and post it to Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, P.O. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA. 


...o stamp is needed, we pay the postage. 


AA MEMBERS FIXED TERM LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES 
3-5 years —15% flat for each 12 months. 


Interest on amount of loan: 1-2 years — 14.5% flat for each 12 months. 


For loans in excess of £1,000, interest and monthly payment are pro rata 


Application Form 


Post to: Mercantile Credit Co. Ltd., FREEPOST, P.O. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA. 


Surname 


Married[_]Single C(Tick as applicable) Date of Birth 

Nationality 

Are you in good health? YES [_] NO[_] No. of dependent children 
Full postal address 

Postal Code Tel. No. 


How long at present address? 


Owner[_] Tenant[{_] House [_]Flat{_] Rooms [_] Living with parents [_] 


Profession or trade 
Name of employer 


Business address 


DEPT. SERIALNO. 


AA Membership No. 


Purpose of loan (give details) 


Total cost of goods or service 
Amount of cash required 


Repayment period required in months 


Above rates effective as at Ist May 1980 


CHECK DIGIT 


Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after deduction of Income Tax, 
2 


N.H.I. Contributions, etc.) 


Any otherincome 


ie 


monthly 


monthly 


Please submit your latest P.60 or other annual advice or at least two 


monthly/weekly pay slips. 


How long in their employ? Mortgage payments/Rent £ monthly 

Bankers Credit payments £ monthly 

Bankers address (in full) Any other regular payments i monthly 
Give details 

Do you hold a Barclaycard? YES [_] NO[_] 

1/We submit this proposal to you for a loan Of £2... and I/we warrant the accuracy of the replies. You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you 


to consider this application and from time to time disclose to the National Credit Register details in respect of this transaction excluding any information 
relating to income. If you need to clarify any information, in the application form, or obtain my agreement to the amendment of any documents, please 
regard this as a formal request to visit me at my home. It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application without stating a reason. 
Membership of the Automobile Association or a previous or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves ensure acceptance. 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


875 


Mercantile Credit Company Ltd. Registered Office: Elizabethan House, Great Queen Street, London WC2. Registered No. 290277 England. 
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SUNBEAM THE FREEDOM RIDE 


Sunbeam’s compact outside and amazingly GLS Sunbeams. A campaign that brings every 
spacious inside mean freedom all the way. Sunbeam owner a freedom from worry, 
Freedom to nip and park around town, freedom discomfort and expense that no other car 


from cramp and luggage problems. 
Its all part of Talbot's campaign to give 
maximum freedom with every Sunbeam. 


A campaign that begins with the freedom to am 


choose from a superb selection of fast, quick, f @. 
powerful, manual, automatic, LS, GL and 


74 
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AH’IVOR MORGAN, 64, from 


uz) had to be coaxed into tel- 

,” ling us his motoring story 

bof a lifetime: he thought that 
since it concerned motorcycles, 

~we wouldn’t be interested. 

We're glad we pressed him. 

§ 6‘I bought my first bike — an 
AJS — for 15s in 1926, when pet- 
rol was 1s a gallon. I’d scrape up 

§ the shilling by fastening a rope 
and an old scooter to the back of 
the bike, and towing local kids 

§ round the block at 1d a circuit. 

§ Broke a few wrists doing that... 

§ ‘But that isn’t The Story. It 

§ happened when I had a Panther 

#500. Like most bikes in those 

B days, it had an oxyacetylene 

i headlamp: a canister of water 

dripped on to carbide, produced 

gas — light up and go. 

‘Now, one black night I was 
riding over Caerphilly Mountain 
when I came across another 
motorcyclist, dressed in the cus- 
tomary leather suit, flying hat, 

oggles, and standing beside a 
lacked-out bike. Run out of 
water, y’see. 

‘Well, I pointed out that every 
human being carries a source of 
water that would work quite 
nicely, if you see what I mean. 


? ‘ 
¢ 
0 


y ay 

# The poor soul had thought of 
that, but couldn’t quite manage 
it. Without a second thought, I 
said ‘‘Stand back and I’1l oblige’ 
— which was quite a relief to 
both of us. It worked a dream. 
We lit the lamp, waved and rode 
off into the night. 
_ ‘Three weeks later, I had a let- 

ter with 50 Player’s cigarettes 
inside. The letter said: ‘‘Dear Mr 
® Morgan, thank you for your 


lf assistance etc, signed ... Miss 
§ Molly Jones’’!’ 


VICTOR BOARD, 82, began work 
before World War I as a petrol 
pump attendant at a Birming- 
ham garage that specialised in 
) Angus-Sandersons — cars with 
a sporting flavour, aimed at the 


“eo 


of customers who insisted that 
fuel should be available day 
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"SS 7 DOVE 


DRIVE May-June 1980 — 


Caerphilly, S Wales, ,.X& 


ay 
ue 


D 


_) well-heeled. These were the sort. 


What was it really like in the good old 
days, when men were men and cars were mechanical 
horses? There’s only one way to find out: 
ask the people who were there... 


or night, so the garage — and 


Victor — obliged. 

‘You could say that I taught 
myself to drive. After the boss 
had been round, we would bor- 
row a car from the showroom 
and go driving in the small 
hours of the morning. We never 
had an accident, even though 
the roads were a lot more 
dangerous in those days: there 
was all that horse-drawn traffic.’ 

The garage also had a Ford 
franchise, to cater for the lower 
end of the market: £300 for a 
chassis, £100 for the body. The 
chassis came from Manchester 
and the bodies were built in 
Birmingham, and such was Vic- 


- tor’s illicitly gained expertise 


that he was given the precarious 
job of driving the ‘skeletons’ 
from one to the other. 

He then took a job as a chauf- 
feur to a doctor, and enjoyed the 
delights of driving a very hefty 
American car called an Over- 
land. Didn’t the doctor drive 
himself? ‘Oh yes, he loved driv- 
ing,’ explains Victor, ‘but he 
loved malt whisky, too. He was 
always far too drunk to control a 
car, but quite fit enough to deal 
with the infirm .. .’ 


1939-1945 AA patrols at 
home spray their motorcycle 
combinations khaki ‘to avoid 
detection by enemy aircraft’, 
but retain yellow badges so 
that ‘no member is deceived on 
the ground’. Enemy aircraft, 
however, detect AA offices at 
Liverpool, Bristol and Leices- 
ter Square. Bombing results in 
war-damage claim to Ger- 
many for £25,800. 


‘ALL MY LIFE I’ve loved motor- 
bikes and cars,’ confesses 80- 
year-old Mrs Mary Bertelli. ‘As 
soon as I was old enough, I 
bought a secondhand Douglas 
motorcycle. I was thrilled to bits 
— the sheer excitment of it all. 
Of course, it caused a sensation 
at the time. Young ladies were 
supposed to wear layers and 
layers of petticoats; I wore a kilt. 
Showing a bit of leg was thought 
very ‘‘fast’’ and forward. The 
young men used to fall in love 
with me for my daring exploits. 
And the women ... well, they 
were jealous. 

‘Then I moved oh to cars. The 
Morris Cowley, with its funny 
bullnose, has always been my 
favourite: such good value for 
the money, and, unlike most cars 
of the time, reliable. I had an 
Austin 7, too — good but dull; 
and a Lagonda, an Alvis and a 
Bentley — all lovely cars. 


‘Nowadays, you've got all the 
luxuries in the world, but it’s 
just not the same. All the cars 
look alike — factory churned- 
out. All the excitement’s gone. 
Sovdnd hi... 


tee ees 


‘THE FIRST car I ever drove got me 
into terrible trouble,’ admits 
80-year-old Fred Lewendon. ‘I 
was a 15-year-old stable-lad at 
the time, and had no business 
driving any car, least of all the 
master’s Panhard Levassor. It 
was a wild, wet night, and I had 
just accompanied the lady of the 

ouse to the station to meet the 
master off the late train from 


- London. After we returned, and 


the car had been put away, I had 


= and I backed straight through it, f9 


the bright idea of getting it out 
again to give it a polish. bi 
‘Everything went according ' 
to plan. ..untill went to reverse! ly 
the car back into the garage. The is 
wind had blown the door shut, / 


taking off one of the Panhard’s 


running-boards on the way. 

‘Was my face red! I fixed the 
damage to the car as best I could, 
and then I went to own up. Luck- 
ily, they forgave me.’ 


‘YOU COULD go for months with- 
out seeing a car when I was af | 
lad,’ says 70-year-old Fred Hill. f} | 
Fred used to work ona farm near |. 
Kingsclere, Hampshire, and viv- 
idly remembers the first car that 
came through the village — an 
American Studebaker. 

He went to work on the farm at 
the age of 14 for 6s a week, rising 
to 12s 6d at the age of 18. When 
his employer fell ill, it was 
Fred’s big chance to drive the 
farmer’s wife around in their 
much-prized Morris. Sadly,that 
was the end of Fred’s motoring 
career. 


1946 Former AA patrols |p 
resume duties, often in battle- | 
dress, due to impossibility of |, 
obtaining uniforms. Break- FF 
‘down service offers members }\, 
reimbursement for costs} 
incurred. 
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A star is 
born 


Bournemouth, 1911 
ae LONE SLEUTH hesitated in the 


doorway of the Edwardian hotel. 


drawing-room; he stood just long 
enough to take in the scene within, 
without drawing attention to himself. 
He had to protect his cover. Waxed 
moustache: bristling, he advanced 
towards an easy chair, only the rustle of 
his plus-fours disturbing the silence. 
Cautiously, he drew back the anti- 
macassar ... but the expected grease- 
spot wasn’t there, nor on the upholstery 
beneath. Someone had cleaned up here 
in recent hours. 

Undeterred, he headed for the bath- 


Bo tigers ser 


Royal Bath chairs, 1911 — guest transport 


ab fe ° The oval Bath Ho 


{ 
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room — roller towels usually carried 
some trace of a previous guest. Perhaps 
the wall cabinet would hold a grisly 
clue — a brush with strands of brillian- 
tined hair still clinging to the bristles? 
But no, the clean-up had been thorough. 

Smiling ruefully, he went downstairs 
to a superb dinner and afterwards, in the 
privacy of his room, drew out a small 
notebook in which he entered five aster- 
isks. The AA hotel inspector had found 
his first five-star establishment... 

So it was that, in the Members’ Hand- 
book of 1912 — the year that the Auto- 
mobile Association became the first 


Bt 
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1950 AA decides members need help in 
driving across London: women driver- 
guides, in distinctive khaki uniform, 
taken on to dodge the city’s hazards. 


¥ 


The way we lived then — Bournemouth prom in 
the summer of 1911; and, bottom of the page, 
where the AA man stayed — the Royal Bath. 
Below: the Royal Bath as it is today. 


organisation in the world to introduce 
and publish gradings of hotels — the 
Royal Bath at Bournemouth was among 
the dozen best hotels in the country. 


i 
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Bournemouth has altered a lot in the 


Dorset County Library 


-when you compare 


last 68 years. Today, far from having to 
be dressed from neck to knee when laz- 
ing on the sands, there is even a beach 
for nudists. And long gone are the days 
when the sum total of Bournemouth 
nightlife was classical music at the 
Winter Gardens or perhaps a play at the 
now-defunct Theatre Royal. 

One thing, however, hasn’t changed: 
the Royal Bath is the only hotel from the 
AA’s original list of 301 that still boasts 
a five-star rating — quite a distinction, 
e guide-books of 
1912 and 1980. Today, there are nearly 
4000 AA-graded hotels in the UK, and 
only 23 have the top accolade. 

It was the AA’s first secretary, Ernest 


1951 AA reports that continued restric- 
‘tions in allocation of new cars to home 
market are creating difficulties and dis- 
appointments. Some orders outstanding 
‘for many years’. 


George Stenson Cooke, who laid the 
foundation of the star-rating system for 
hotels. A former traveller in wines and 
spirits, he borrowed the method used by 
distillers to grade brandy — according 
to the number of stars on the label. A 


_3-star brandy was middle-of-the-range, 


or 
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so Cooke suggested that a ‘really decent, 
average, middle-class hotel should be 
awarded a similar classification. Those 
below that standard of construction and 
management,’ he went on, ‘can be star- 
red down to two and one. Those exceed- 
ing its standard in size and luxury can 
be starred up to four or five.’ 

His directive to the first inspectors 
declared: ‘You must guard against all 
sorts of little tricks. For instance, when 
you look into a bed — after peeping 
under it for possible dust — and find 
sheets with two obvious sets of creases, 
they are not clean sheets; they have been 


\TOWELS« BRUSHES 
at OR 
USE OF MEMBERS 


ee bat es 
ye 


be 


ee eee eee EY 


For the chosen few — AA pioneers’ perk 


used before and simply pressed in order 
to look clean. 

‘You must not miss a thing. Bath- 
rooms and lavatories claim especial 
attention. So do tablecloths with 
smudges, serviettes with fingerprints 
not traceable to you, knives and forks 
with cleaning powder carelessly left on, 
plates with spots of obstinate mustard. 
Look for all this to be used, when found, 
in evidence against.’ 

And the aim of the exercise? Said 
Cooke: ‘We can imagine the landlord’s 
lady of the Crown and Anchor looking 
down on Mrs Blue Boar because the 
former has a two-star grade while the 
latter has only one. There will be no rest 
until that second star has been earned. 
That kind of rivalry is what we want, 


a 


and will make for everybody’s good.’ 

A bonus for AA members when stay- 
ing at appointed hotels was access to a 
special cabinet, provided by the Associ- 


’ ation, that contained handtowels and an 


assortment of brushes. Clearly, Stenson 
Cooke felt that anyone belonging to his 
organisation should not be exposed to 
anything as common as a roller towel! 

These days, star-classification 
requirements are tougher and more 
objective. Now, the emphasis is on 
facilities and service — the number of 
rooms with bath and toilet en suite, the 
level of comfort, the standard of cook- 
ing, calibre of staff, fire-escape 
arrangements, and whether the tariff 
represents value for money. Just six 
years ago, the AA introduced a new 
red-star grading — for hotels considered 
to be of outstanding merit within their 
normal star ratings and offering some- 
thing special in the way of welcome and 
hospitality. 

Nahinaliee for assessments to be made 
properly, it is vital that the hotel does 
not know that one of its overnight guests 
is an AA inspector. But playing the part 
of an innocent visitor while getting on 
with the job is easier said than done, 
especially at the dinner table, where an 
open notepad is a sure giveaway. One 
enterprising inspector took to jotting 
details on holiday postcards — writing 
to the folk back home is, after all, a per- 
fectly normal activity for an hotel guest. 
That ruse backfired, though, when one 
maitre d’, who was an enthusiast for 
customer goodwill, whisked the card 
away to be stamped and posted! 


1964 AA 5-Star Service introduced, 
‘offering holidaymakers coverage world- 
wide. About 400,000 members and their 
families now use it each year. 


The Panoramic Photo €? 
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The hotel with Five-Star Quality & Service 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 
NEW DESIGN AND DECOR THROUGHOUT 
BY BEE KAY 


LANZ HOTELS 


AA * * * RAC 
BOURNEMOUTH'’S 3 STAR GROUP. 


Heathlands Hotel Grove Road, East Cliff — 120 Bed- 
0202 23336 rooms most with private bathroom. 
Heated swimming pool in season. 


Anglo Swiss Hotel Gervis Road, East Cliff — 70 Bed- 
0202 24794 rooms most with private bathroom. 
Heated swimming pool in season. 


Durlston Court Hotel Gervis Road, East Cliff — 62 Bed- 
0202 291488 rooms most with private bathrooms. 
Heated swimming pool in season. 


Unwind at the exciting luxurious Hotel Normandie 
International. Situated in two acres of private grounds over- 
looking the sea. 85 delightful bedrooms with bathrooms, all 

with colour TV and Tea and Coffee making facilities plus 
several private suites. Sun trap lounges. Heated swimming 
pool, games room, dancing, superb dining (including 
vegetarian menu) and Lar. New Health Hydro, Beauty Salon, 
Hairdressing Salon, Shop, Banqueting. Annual bookings 
welcome. 


RP 


International (Hy dro) Hotels 


Hotel Cecil Parsonage Road, Bath Hill — 27Bed- 
0202 293336 rooms all with private bathroom. 
Speciality restaurant and a la carte, 
open late. 


All Hotels have fitted colour television and tea/coffee making facilities. 
Entertainment is available on seven nights a week during the season, 
with all the facilities of the four Hotels available to all of the guests. 


LANZ SPORTS CENTRE. This centre consisting of 4 Squash Courts, 
indoor swimming pool, Saunas, Gymnasium, Billiard Room, Solarium, 
Recreation Area, Luxury Bar and Restaurant, is available for use of our 
Hotel Guests for the duration of their stay. _ 


Write or telephone Reservations Manager for details. 


EW. 

noren ON canoe INTERNATIONAL 

Manor Road, East Cliff, Bournemouth BH1 3HL 
Tel. 0202 22246 


Please telephone or write to any of our Hotels for Brochures or 
Central Reservations 0202 294466. 


Technical experts acknowledge and commend 
THIS ACCURATE CAR WHEEL ALIGNMENT GAUGE 


"We have been using a Trakrite exclusively for two years and have found it to be 
accurate, simple to use and very robust. We would not consider using anything 
that did not give precise wheel alignment in maintaining the perfection of 
Rolls Royce and Bentley cars”. 


AXTELL AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATES LTD- BRAMLEY- GUILDFORD (0483) 892200 
ROLLS ROYCE & BENTLEY REPAIR SPECIALISTS 


The SPQR DRIVE OVER 


TIRAIKIRITTE 


CAR WHEEL ALIGNMENT GAUGE 


TOYOTA 


1 SERVICE 


BALANCE PLATE USED BY TOYOTA ASA 
£5 EXTRA + VAT STANDARD SERVICE TOOL 


Ss 

MR. HW.J.A 
. Bhat alae 
ae SPQR ENGINEERING LTD: ROWLANDS CASTLE: HAMPSHIRE: PHONE (0705 41) 2424 

; FREE TECHNICAL LEAFLETS AVAILABLE 


THANKS TO THE AA for being around for the past 75 years 


- The AA Breakdown Service insist on 


GORDON : SPANNERS : 
TOOL KITS 


--- Could be they know 
a thing or two! 


Why don’t you insist on quality tools for the 
Car in your life ...ask for Gordon 


GORDON TOOLS LTD. ROCKINGHAM ST. SHEFFIELD Tel:0742 27386 
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The lenses that darkenin 
30 seconds. 


“T need to wear 

glasses, but I also want 
to shade my eyes in 
bright sunlight. 

You can’t imagine the ; 
comfortand convenience 4 
these Reactolite Rapide lenses give 
me. They darken quickly while Tm out 
inthesun, yet clearfast when I popindoors.. 


Tn fact, they’re so good, I just had to buy . ~F 4 The fastest reacting , | 


ima pair ofsunglasses with Reactolite 


Rapide lenses. | | photochromic lenses | 


4 Why don’tyou see what Reactolite in the world. 
_ Rapide lenses can do for you‘ 


_ for people whos 
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New! Written by 
specialists ... backed by 
the unrivalled expertise 
of the AA. 


gain | 
bapa 


The most comprehensive book on driving ever published. 
Covers every aspect of motoring from Continental 
motoring to skid control; Motorway driving to learning to 
drive; High speed emergencies to In-car-safety ... 
and much, much more. Price £8.95+95p p&p. 


AA Mail Order Dept. FREEPOST, P.O. Box 50, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2BR 
Or telephone your order direct to Basingstoke (0256) 62989. 


= your Membership No. here if applicable "4 


Name 
Address 


Description of items required 


Signed (bamovert8) <2 ets ee Date 


Orders without signatures cannot be accepted. The AA confirms that, subject to changes in rates of VAT, the prices quoted will be held until September 1st 1980. Offer available to UK addresses only. 


DRIVE May-June 1980 


Into the 80’s with 
AA Atlases and Guides 


[a4| The Complete Atlas of Britain . 


Ref.55806. For the motorist on the move. 272° “x 


pages of full colour; 4 miles to 1 inch scale 
road maps with specially-large overlaps on. 
each page; 25,000 place-name index; - 
extensive journey-planning section with 
distance chart; Motorail terminus maps; local 
radio section with locations and wavelengths. 
Principal airport guide; 80 town plans; 
motorway section and 10-page ae London 
guide with street index. Hard covers. 


£7.95+95p p&p 


[AA] 999 Places to Eat Out for Around £5 


Brand new title! Fat 
Ref.55796. Now you can eat out without S55 
burning a hole in your pocket! 999 © 
establishments throughout Britain - all noted for 
excellence and economy. The exotic and the 
plain, from bistros to pubs, hotels to wine-bars 
- all AA-inspected and easily located. 288 
pages. Soft covers. . 

£1.95 post free. 


All books, including AA Book of Driving, available on five monthly instalments. pa << | 


GUESTHOUSES 
| FARMHOUSES & INNS 


IN EUROPE 


ork 4A| Town Plans 


ae Ref.55686. At a glance maps smooth your way 
- through one-way systems, throughroutes, 


parking spots, shopping areas, locations of 

theatres, cinemas - even early closing days. 
64 towns, cities and districts within larger — 
cities. 224 pages. Soft covers. 


Aga bern Past ee: 


AA ‘Around Britain’s Seaside 


Ref 55783. Packed with maps and plans of 


Britain's coastline and seaside resorts. Places 


_ of interest, hotels, restaurants. Each stretch of 
the coast carefully described. 232 pages. 


Soft covers. 


£2.95 post free. 
[Aa| Motoring in Europe 
~ Ref.55880. Essential touring companion lists 


almost 9000 AA-approved and classified hotels 
and garages. Facts and advice in 


documentation, motoring regulations, 


emergency procedures. 19 countries 
presented in easy-to-follow sections plus an 
updated, extended atlas, improved gazetteer 
and special report contrasting different ways of 
getting from England to France, Spain and 
Switzerland. 416 pages. Soft covers. 


- Price £3.25 post free. 


[AA Guesthouses, Farmhouses an 
ee Ref, 55893. Lists some 2 5000 places tos stay at 


and preparing your vehicle for the holiday. PGES 
_ 56-page atlas plus special colour featureon 


Ref.55903. Nearly 5000 camp sites from 


in Europe © 


prices within most people’ Ss resources. ‘Usefu 
hints on saving money, economising on petrol 


trips to five European ae 256 pages, Soft a 
covers. i ERE pe 
Price £2.95 post free. nee 


‘aa’ Camping and aca in ees 


er 


Norway to Greece with description of se 
location and facilities. Detaison => 
documentation and legal requirements, 
on maintaining your equipment plus spe 
letters in five languages to help you boo 
advance. 70-page location atlas and colour 
section on Norway, Land of the pana: S 
432 pages. Soft covers. mS 
Price £3.25 post free. 


aN To order, please complete and return coupon on opposite page : : 
or telephone your order direct to Basingstoke (0256) 62989 


ORIVE May-June 1980 
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NORTH SEA FERRIES 
THE FLOATING HOTELS More Wales 
TO THE CONTINENT. 


Sailing with North Sea Ferries is ike taking a mini-holiday 
before the real one begins. 

Just step aboard one of our floating luxury hotels and 
you'll see why. 

There's a superb five-course dinner. Music and dancing. 
All included in the fare. 

Or just take it easy. Watch TV, play a hand of cards or sit 
and chat.in one of the comfortable lounges. 

And after an enjoyable night's entertainment, retire for 
a good night's sleep. 

All North Sea Ferries’ ships are fully stabilised and air- 
conditioned. So, whether you snuggle down in a reclining seat 
or pay that little bit extra for a cabin, the night will slip 
quietly by. 

In the morning we'll wake you up with a refreshing cup . 
of tea. And the promise of a hearty breakfast— continental or | 
traditionally English—before you drive away on the rest of _ Send for your copy now. ‘Or av 0 
your holiday. Both Rotterdam and Zeebrugge are excellent fe leading newsagents and booksellers 
Starting points for motor-routes into Europe. Fae _Getting around is easier sti lv 

Try North Sea Ferries floating hotels. Hull to Rotterdam 
(Europoort) Hull to Zeebrugge. Both services sail at 6.00pm 
every evening. 

And all you have to pay for is the ticket. 

Fe Send this coupon for free colour brochure to your OM si6 | 
[ local AA Office. 3 
(Address list appears elsewhere in this brochure.) 


Name 
Address 


_‘MORTH = ele 


. An associate company of P&O Ferries. 
coon aI WET 
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ia 
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-There’s nothing new about tur- 
‘bos: makers have been using 
‘super- and turbochargers to 
beef-up sports and racing cars — 
and even lorries — for decades. 

_ And there’s little surprising 
about Saabs: true, in the hands of 
a Scandinavian rally driver, they 
‘can do all sorts of tricks, but their 
‘rugged, good-sense design has 
‘always been something of a 
'sales-gimmick for rural doctors 
‘racing to midwinter births. 

_ So, when Saab dropped a turbo 
into its rather-staid 99, two years 
| ago, one could only wonder how 
many Dr Jekylls there could be. 
What a difference an oil crisis 
can make! Now, everybody 
‘seems to be going turbo in an 
| attempt to drag more bhp out of 
| the same ccs. Audi’s just turboed 
over the horizon, and there are 
| more to follow. 

_ Saab, however, has had a two- 
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out teething troubles; and the 
original 99’s trouble was that its 
gearbox just didn’t have enough 
teeth. Enter the 900 Series with a 
longer, plusher body. Our car- 
doctors decided it was time to 
investigate... 


How it goes 

Quite simply, a ‘turbo’ is a turbine 
compressor, driven windmill- 
fashion by the car’s exhaust 
gases, that ‘force-feeds’ larger 
gulps of air into the combustion 
chambers; which means that it 
reaches high revs more quickly, 
all of which makes an engine feel 
bigger, more powerful. And the 
Saab’s turbo senses the work that 


it’s called on to do by. measuring 


year headstart in hich to iron- | 


the exhaust-gas velocity — the 
faster it exits, the faster it stuffs 
air into the cylinders. 

By their nature, though, turbo 
chargers work best at high engine 
speeds, contributing less at low 
revs. Despite Saab’s claims to the 
contrary, this was a problem for 
its early Turbo, fitted with a 
four-speed gearbox: it was a 
model that thrilled the driver in 
the second half of its speed range, 
but felt doleful if asked to pull 
away from low speed in top. 

Saab has tackled this hang-up 
by adding an extra cog to the 
gearbox and jiggling around with 
the intermediate gear ratios, and 
has injected a lot more sparkle 
lower down, particularly in fourth 
gear, which now returns 18.4mph 


€ 
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for every 1000rpm, compared to 
the earlier car’s 21.3mph. Less 
mph per 1000 revs means that the 
engine has to work harder to 
travel at a given speed, but it also 
equals more ‘guts’ when flooring 
the accelerator. 

The net result of all this is a 
massive 3sec slice off the 30- 
50mph fourth-gear time, now an 
impressive 8.2sec. But if you 
think that’s good, just look at our 
50-70mph time as the blower gets 
into its stride; and it keeps on pul- 
ling with unflagging zeal right 
through the 100mph barrier. 

Of course, fifth gear is just as 
pedestrian at low rpm as its pre- 
decessor’s fourth gear, but that is 
more excusable if you regard fifth 
simply as a long-legged over- 
drive. Use the gearbox freely, 
and you will see what exhilarating 
acceleration is all about, as the 
engine spins enthusiastically up 


.| to the 6000rpm limit, whereupon 
an ignition limiter pulls down the 
safety curtain. 

A lot of cog-swopping to keep 
the power coming does, however, 
highlight the gear change’s limita- 
tions. Ours felt light and reason- 
ably precise when moving up 
through the gears, but it baulked 
annoyingly when coming down, 
particularly from third to second 
— which you do a lot in this sort of 
car. The clutch is heavy but 
smooth, and can handle a 1-in-3 
gradient from rest. 

The big ‘bay’ windscreen, an 
excellent set of driving-seat set- 
tings, and good posture from the 
firm upholstery all ensure that 
any driver will feel at home. The 
tall may wish for more rearwards 
movement, but the way in which 
the notchless adjusters fix the 
seat exactly where you move it is 
ideal. There’s cushion tilt and 
height variation, too, to make up 
for the fixed steering wheel. And 
that Swedish speciality, the 
heated front seat, feels lovely ona 
chilly morning. 

We dislike the inset pedals, 
with room for the left foot only 
under the clutch, and the 
accelerator can be fouled when 
applying the brake. 

Rearwards visibility is better 
nowadays, with the new, shorter 
head restraints — better, too, for 
rear passengers. The mirror 
image also is good, with splendid, 
power-operated mirrors on both 
front doors of the 5-door car; they 
seem a gimmick at first, but prove 
a real primary-safety feature in 
service. The screen wash/wipe — 
with intermittent setting — also 
operates a headlamp wash/wipe 
when the lights are on. 

Although the instrument bin- 
nacle is entirely restyled, it con- 
veys the same information as in 
the old 99EMS, with a tachome- 
ter and a _ water-temperature 
gauge, as well as the speedo. 
Day-running lamps, Volvo-style, 
caused the usual ‘helpful’ flashing 
from other motorists. The facia 
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lighting stays on all the time, too, 
but you become aware of its green 
hue only as darkness falls. 

With power steering, subtle 
revisions to suspension settings, 
and new ultra-low-profile tyres, 
the 900’s cornering powers have 
been transformed; the 99’s was 
somewhat pedestrian. The only 
notable loss is most of the front- 
tyre road ‘feel’: some think the 
steering is now too light. Other- 
wise, the quick response to the 
helm and the ultimate tendency at 
high speeds to run wide of one’s 
chosen line is very laudable. Even 
in the wet, the tyres grip tenaci- 
ously, and the 900’s determina- 
tion not to be blown off motorway 
course by Scania trucks is reas- 
suring, too. 


How comfortable 

The stiffer suspension and gas- 
filled dampers of the Turbo — and 
the 900EMS, too — are all very 
well for improving cornering 
capabilities, but the resultant ride 
just isn’t £10,000-worth, not even 
for a sporty car. The crashing and 
jolting meted out over ridges and 
badly broken surfaces is simply 
unacceptable, especially when 
the inside starts to rattle in sym- 
pathy. On good roads, it’s an 
entirely different story: there, one 
can enjoy the car’s flounder-free 
progress. 

The 900 sensibly incorporates 
the 99 Combi’s hatchback config- 
uration, to give adaptability as 
well as comfort, which is in no 
way compromised for rear pas- 
sengers. Legroom is a good aver- 
age, by the standards of the 2litre 
class, but we don’treckon it’s any 
better than before, despite the 
fact that the car has been 
stretched to 8in longer than the 
Combi and 12%in longer than the 
99 saloon. 

Luggage room, however, is 
generous, even with the rear seat 
in use, and folding it forwards in 
conventional estate-car fashion 
produces a flat, 5'4ft, carpeted 
load platform. There’s a fairly 


-over, though, and the steeply 


prominent sill to lift heavy items 


raked tailgate doesn’t favour 
long, tall objects. Unlike some 
hatchbacks, the load canopy can- 
not be folded out of the way, but it 
can be removed easily and left on 
the boot floor if need be. 

We were most impressed with 
the luggage-area trim: Saab uses 
wood where others use plastic, 
and the floor is covered with the 
Scandinavian equivalent of plush 
Wilton carpet. The tailgate can be 
opened with or without a key, and 
there’s a handle on its inner lip to 
save your hands getting dirty. 

The heating and ventilation 
arrangements look more impres- 
sive on paper than they are in 
practice: an air-intake filter, which 
looks a godsend to hayfever suf- 
ferers or diesel-lorry-followers, 
works well for most of the time 

. . until you switch the fan to full 
boost; then, the car seems filled 
with the accumulation of the last 
few days. We thought we'd 
caught fire when it first happened. 
This filter also makes the three- 
speed fan a constant necessity, 
otherwise ventilation is neglig- 
ible. Heating is better, with a 
good spread of warmth at foot 
level, even in the direction of rear 
passengers; but the all-purpose, 
single vacuum-operated control 
doesn’t satisfy all the permuta- 
tions for which we look, such as 
simultaneous cold-air to screen/ 
warm-air to feet. Things can feel 
stuffy at head level with the 
heater on. 

Perhaps the 900’s most impres- 
sive advance over the 99 model is 
in engine-noise suppression. 
True, the high gearing makes the 
900 more fickle about accelerat- 
ing from below 30mph in its leggy 
fifth gear, but above this the 
engine is so smooth and quiet that 
you really could mistake it for a 
six underbonnet. There is a bit of 
wind noise, but little else to dis- 
turb the hush — except, of 
course, on poorly surfaced roads. 
The turbocharger remains inaud- 
ible at all times. 

In town, the power steering is a 
great boon, except that it pro- 
vokes the engine to stall on full 
lock as you try to manoeuvre. 
Otherwise, the engine starts and 
poodles along gently with an ease 
that belies its potency. Reversing 
vision could be better, but. it’s 
comforting to know that the mas- 
sive bumpers will accept a nudge 
without damage to themselves or 
anyone else. They’re big enough 
to sit on and serve picnics! 


How strong 

Bred to withstand Scandinavian 
winters, Saabs have always qual- 
ified as consumer-very-durables. 
The 900 seems at least equal to 
the 99, if not better. Not only is 
there the same thick goo (filthy 


stuff!) to ward off underbelly 
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SAAB 900 TURBO 3door 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £65.09 (fitting. 1.7hr) 

exhaust £189.8 (0.8hr) 

headlamp unit £73.6 (0.25hr) 

front bumper £7.02 (0.8hr) 
laminated windscreen £73.03 (0.9hr) 


oil filter £4.83 (0.2hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2.7hr av) 


Insurance group 8/refer 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £921 
Capital interest £536 
New-cost inflation £871 
Total standing costs=£2328 (19.4p per mile) 
Running costs 
Petrol (£1.27p gal) £575 
Insurance (av) £410 
Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £200 
Total running costs=£1262 (10.5p per mile) 
plus total standing costs gives — 
Total cost of ownership £3590 

(29.9p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Saab 900 Turbo 3door 
Audi 100 Avant GL5S 
Renault 20TS 
Rover 3500 — 
Peugeot 505 STI 


"ACCELERATION Times in sec 


6.9/9.7 


50 


Top-gear speed-range times (sec) — 4th/5th gear 


‘TOP SPEEDS - 
; 1(32) 3 5120 
“max engine speed 

“used 5800rpm; 

‘Max in top 5000rpm; 

‘standing Y% mile 

‘W7sec 2(52) 4408 

; “estimated 


MAXIMUM 
SPEED 
MPH 


120* 
108 
104 


FUEL 
OVERALL 
MPG 


262 


(2) ENGINE — 
N-ROAD | CAPACITY 


1 30. 485 1985 
2144 
1995 
3528 
1995 


119 


102 
“estimated 


BRAKES — Lidaadetd presales and responses 
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10: 202.30: 40's 50 \SG0ciMOeE BOs SOP 100 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 

30!b at start; 25Ib in constant use; 30Ib in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES LL 
THROUGH IN TOP BESTSTOP LENGTH 
GEARS (SEC) _GEAR (SEC %q/ ib FT/IN 

O11 19.7/14.5 100/50 15' 642" 
nS, 22.4 97/80 15’ 034" 
13.2 21.4 98/50 14’ 10" 


100/70 
100/35 


15' 5" 
15’ 0" 


10.5 24.8/17.6 


13.2 


28.7/19.1 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
Consumption — normal range 


hard driving, heavy traffic 20mpg 
short journey in the suburbs 21%’mpg 
brisk, driving — 50mph cruising 26mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 28mpg 
gentle driving — rural roads 31mpg 
Typical mpg overall 26Yempg 
Realistic tank range 300 miles/11gal 
Consumption at steady speeds 4th 5th 
30mph 38V%4mpg 45mpg 
56mph 29%mpg 33%mpg 
7O0mph 24vempg 28mpg 
max mph 13mpg 15%mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy 


absorbing? Yes __ interior: well padded? Yes 

front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 

head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 


MAXIMU Y 
LEGROOM LEGROOM 
FRONT (IN REAR (IN 
39% 39 

422 39% 

423% 40% 

41 43 

40% 40 


hazard warning: fitted? Yes 


TURNS/ 
CIRCLE 


3%4/34V2 
434/354 

34/37 V2 

234/33% 
34/344 1 


attack by salt and mud, but the 
basic design of the smoothly con- 
toured wheelarches, six inbuilt 
mudflaps and the usual door sills 
set inboard of the doors are all 
drawing-board attempts to thwart 
the rust bug. It is all done impres- 
sively, with no serious ‘misses’ 
on our test car, apart from some 
unsightly welds around the door 
edge. The paint finish is remark- 
ably good, too. 

Actually, it is in mechanical 
and equipment specification that 
this 900 is full of interest to the 
technically minded. Saab seems 
to be leading where others are 
bound to follow in details such as 
vacuum-operated heater con- 
trols, new, long-life brake pads, 
and a facia that is wire-free and 
pre-assembled and tested before 
fitment. The 99’s tyre-and-wheel 
specification varies with the 
model, but the five-door Turbo 
has the new Michelin TRX tyres 
with their own special alloy rims, 
while the three-door has Pirelli P6 
tyres. 

The underbonnet fuse and 
relay box is a splendid example of 
Saab engineering, and the elec- 
trics in general are obviously 
designed to withstand the ele- 
ments as effectively as the body 
structure. Our only grouse is the 
cut-price spare wheel and tyre 
supplied — surely £10,000 should 
buy the same as is on the road, 
instead of an emergency-only 
standby? 


How safe 

We always found the Saab 99 
rather more stable than even its 
Volvo rivals, and the failsafe 
attitude of front-wheel drive is 
expressed well in the new 900: if 
one does overdo things into a 
corner, easing off the accelerator 
pulls the wayward front end back 
into line with ease. 

The brakes look impressive, 
with generous-sized discs all 
round — _ servo-assisted, of 
course —and Saab claims that the 
high metal content of the new 
outer pads will dramatically 
improve performance and life 
expectancy. Having track-tested 
and driven 1000 miles with them, 
our only criticism is that the initial 
response (in gentle check brak- 
ing) is too fierce. This flattens out 
at high pressures, though, reduc- 
ing the risk of rear-wheel skidding 
in panic stops — something that 
can happen because the one fea- 
ture that is lacking is a load- 
sensitive rear valve. Otherwise, 
the system is reassuring. 

We hope you’ll notice just how 
well the 900 measures up to our 
safety check-list: there really is 
little to criticise concerning injury 
prevention. We are intrigued to 
see that the 900 has those under- 
facia shin guards, pioneered on the 
Rover 2000 many years ago, but 
its generous rear-seatbelt specifica- 
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tion (two inertia: one static) has 
been dropped on the 1980 cars. 

Outside, the bonnet-hinging 
arrangements that prevent it 
penetrating the laminated 
windscreen, lamps that can be 
seen clearly from the side, and 
those massive bumpers that are 
actually quite light, all emphasise 
the safety theme that Saab has 
tackled so convincingly. 


How much 

Although the Saab 99 has been 
around long enough for us to say 
that it has about the lowest overall 
depreciation in the 2litre class, 
the five-door Turbo is a new and 
costly extension to the current 
range — more than half as much 
again as the cheapest 900; this is 
bound to make for much heavier 
depreciation. 

The complicated Turbo is 
hardly the car for front-garden 
maintenance, although, in fair- 
ness, underbonnet access to 
ancillaries such as the alternator, 
PETRA Ak PEEL RS TS ES ES 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Saab 900 Turbo, 
taking into consideration its rivals, its 
price and what kind of car it’s meant 
to be 


Out of 10 
PERFORMANCE 

CTT TTT TTT Se 
FUEL ECONOMY 

TTT TTT TT ee 
HANDLING/STEERING 
@@0@@08@000 
COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@@@@@@0O000 
INTERIOR/BOOT SPACE 
@@@@@@0O000 
PASSENGER AIDS 
@@@@@@0000 
DRIVER AIDS 
@@@@@O0O000 
ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
TTT TTT TTT le 


RUST RESISTANCE 
©000000000 


RELIABILITY/EASE OF REPAIR 
©00600800000 


oil filter and sparkplugs remains 
remarkably good, and electronic 
ignition simplifies servicing. 

At 26%mpg overall, the 
Turbo’s fuel consumption is 
3mpg thirstier than the 99EMS 
that we tested three years back. 
Of course, the Turbo’s top-end 
performance is significantly 
brisker, but even if one avoids 
exploiting its ultimate accelera- 
tion, its economy won’t be too 
good: one snag with turbo- 
charging is that the engine’s com- 
pression ratio has to be lowered, 
so spoiling its part-throttle effi- 
ciency — a problem that Saab is 
wrestling with as we go to press. 
The absence of a locking filler cap 
iS a surprising omission on this 
class of car, but the modest tank 
capacity is helped by a sensible 
low-level warning lamp and easy 
filling right to within a few pints of 
brim-full. 


Verdict 

In an era of dwindling oil resources 
and governmental pressure to 
improve mpg, there isn’t much to 
tempt a car maker into exotica, 
especially with the high interest 
rates on the huge capital that 
would have to be tied up in tooling 
for new engines. That’s the attrac- 
tion of bolting a turbo on to an 
existing power unit. But what’s the 
attraction of this Saab? 

Well, couple that neck-jerking 
acceleration to a built-to-last body- 
shell, a highly practical, all- 
purpose interior and some trend- 
setting subtleties in equipment, 
and you have a car that has a very 


All measurements are in inches 


broad-based driver appeal. 

Where Saab is to be congratu- 
lated, though, is in refining both 
the engine and the new car to such 
an extent that it cruises down the 
motorway like a six-cylinder limo. 

If only it rode like one, too... 


ENGINE 
Type and size front-mounted, 4-ia-line, 
water-cooled; inclined at 45°; 90mm 
bore x 78mm stroke= 1985cc; 5 main bear- 
ings with iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 7.2:1 
Valve. gear overhead camshaft (shim 
adjustment), driven by duplex chain 
Fuel system Bosch K Jetronic continu- 
ous flow injection system, Garret 
AiResearch turbo compressor: 12gal fuel 
tank, low level warning lamp 
Max power (DIN-net) 145bhp at 
5000rpm 
Max torque (DIN-net) 174lbft at 
3000rpm 
TRANSMISSION 
Clutch 8¥in diaphragm spring, single 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; pedal 
load/travel: 28|b/6in 
Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse; ratios: first 3.32:1, second 2:1, 
third 1.34:1, fourth 0.97:1, top 0.78:1: and 
reverse 4.9:1 
Final drive 3.89:1 to front wheels 
Mph per 1000rpm 3dr model: 22.7mph 
in top gear; 18.4mph in fourth gear; 5dr 
model: 23.0mph in top gear: 18.5mph in 
fourth gear 
CHASSIS 
Suspension front: independent double 
wishbones and coil springs; rear: coil- 
sprung beam (dead) axle, Panhard rod 
and longitudinal Watts linkages; dampers: 

as-filled telescopic type 

teering power-assisted rack and pin- 
ion, 3% turns between full locks; turning 
circles average 34 aft between kerbs, with 
60¥ft in response to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 3dr model: 5%2J alloy with 195/ 
60R15 Pirelli P6.tyres; 5dr: 135TRX390 
alloy with 180/65HR390 Michelin TRX 
radial-ply tyres 
Brakes discs all around with vacuum 
servo and separate mechanical hand- 
brake acting on front wheels 


overall width Sft 6¥in ] 
overall height 4ft 8in } 


The luxury that even luxury cars 


ont come with.Only £6950™, 
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Haven't you ever wished that your 
car had a fridge full ofice-cold drinks? 

Or that it had a compartment full 
of hot, nourishing food on hand any 
time you wanted it? 

Well now yourcarcan have either, 
at the flick of a switch. 


THE MINI-FRIDGE AND 
FOOD WARMER. 

With our Mini-Fridge and Food 
Warmer, you can have cold or hot 
drinks and food anywhere. 

To give you an idea ofits capacity, 
it’s big enough to hold all the food and 
drinks in either of our photographs. 

And all the power it needs comes 
from yourcar’s cigarette lightersocket. 


PICNICS WERE NEVER LIKE THIS. 

On one side of the Mini-Fridge 
and Food Warmer, there’s a simple 
switch. 

When you want cold food and 
refreshments, just switch it to ‘cold’ or 
‘max cold? 

The inside temperature will sink 
as low as —5°C. (That’s when the tem- 
perature outside is a sizzling 25°C 
or 78°F.) 

And, anytime you're ready, you 
can enjoy ice-cold beer, wine and soft 
drinks, deliciously cold fruit salads, 
or even really fresh strawberries 
and cream. 

In fact, you can enjoy things 
you'd never normally dream of 
taking on picnics, like syllabubs, 
mousses and sorbets. 

On the other hand, when you 
want to take a really good hot meal out 
withyou, simplyflick theswitchto ‘hot: 

This raises the inside tempera- 
ture to 70°C. Which is enough to keep 
stews, steaks, pies, sauces, Soups, veg- 
etables and take-aways as piping hot 
as when they left the oven. 
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Ice-cold drinks. 
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NASA TECHNOLOGY. 

The secret of the Mini-Fridge and 
Food Warmer’s amazing ability to 
change from hot to cold is simple. 

It uses two tiny thermo-electric 
modules, the kind NASA uses to 
control temperatures in space craft. 

At the flick of the hot/cold switch, 
they change polarity, creating heat or 
frigidity. And, of course, they replace 
all the heavy coils, noisy compressors 
and pipes that normal refrigerators 
need. 


BIG CAPACITY, LIGHT TO CARRY. 

The Mini-Fridge and Food Warmer 
has a capacity of over 10 litres. Also, at 
only £69.50, it’s much better value 
than similar units. 

For instance, at the time of going 
to press, Joy & King in West London 
were selling the Electrolux Sunny 
Cool version, with only 7.5 litres 
capacity, for £91.10. 

And although our unit holds 
plenty, it’s amazingly light. It weighs 
only10lbs. And measures 16”’x11"x 112”. 


AN OPTIONAL MAINS ADAPTOR. 

Besides the standard lead which 

plugs into your car's cigarette lighter, 
two others are available. And they’ll 
make your Mini-Fridge and Food 
Warmer even more versatile. 

For only £5.95, there’s an 
optional 240 voltmainsadaptor. 
It lets you use your unit at home. 

Forinstance, at parties when your 
oven’s full-up, or when you need 
plenty ofextraiceand chilled drinks. 
Also, for only £1.00, there’s a lead 
with crocodile clips. It means 
you can use your uniton 


boats, in 
caravans, anywhere that there’s a 
12 volt battery handy. 


Home 


3: | 


Soa 


cooking 


Naturally, your Mini-Fridge and 
Food Warmer comes with a year's 
parts and labour guarantee. 

To place your order, simply return 
the coupon. 

Then within 28 days, you'll beable 
to enjoy ice-cold drinks or delicious 
home cooking wherever you go. 

And if you’re not absolutely 
satisfied, just return your unit to us 
within 30 days. We'll immediately 
refund your money in full. 


“a 


Wilcomatic 


13-19 Cantelupe Road, 
East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3EB. 


CREDIT CARD HOLDERS. 
You can order by telephone, simply ring 
0342 311066. The line's open7 days a week. 


| To Wilcomatic, Mini-Fridge Offer, 13-19 Cantelupe 
Road, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3EB. 


Please send me Mini-Fridge(s) and Food 
Warmer(s) at £71.50 each (including £2.00 p&p). 
Plus 240V mains adaptor(s) at £5.95 each 
(including p&p). 

Plus____12V battery lead(s) with crocodile clips | 
at £1.00 each (including p&p). | 


I enclose a cheque/postal order fora total of & 


| Your remittance should be made payable ] 
to Readers’ A/C Wilcomatic Auto Products EN 
Ltd., and shall remain your money until . 
your goods have been despatched to you ae 
at the address specified. 

Or, if you prefer, we can simply debit the g@esae 


above total from yourAccess/Barclaycard/ . 
American Express/Diners Club/Trustcard. 
(Please circle which is applicable.) = 


Number_ a gene 


Signature 


Name: == a 


(Block letters) 


Address___ 


Wilcomatic Auto Products Ltd., Registered Office: 
Farley Court, Allsop Place, London, N.W.1. Regis- 
tered No: 910387. Please allow 28 days delivery, 
which is subject to availability. 


FERRY FAST 


Seaspeed is the fastest way across the Channel with your car. 

From Dover West International Hoverport it takes little more than half an 
hour to Calais or Boulogne. 

Flights are frequent, too. Up to 18 daily in the peak months and a wide 
choice all year round. 

Only Seaspeed offers the smooth luxury of the world’s largest hovercraft 
and the world’s newest hoverports. And fares are little different from other, slower 
ways of crossing. 

Don’t hang about. Book Seaspeed now. Seaspeed 

For information and bookings contact your sleiseit al 


nearest AA office. Hover over from Dover. 


WADHAM S) STRINGER 


WADHAM STRINGER 


Span the South, West, North-West & Midlands 


Congratulations to the | Wadham Stringer also 
Automobile Association span seventy-five years of 
on the occassion service to the motorist. 
of their Leyland — Ford — Vauxhall 
75th Anniversary Peugeot — Rolls Royce. 
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Congratulations to the AA on 
75 years’ worthwhile work. a 
_ Throughout the time the AA have oe 
been helping motorists, GRE have been | 
insuring them. 
In fact, over a million motorists now 
enjoy the benefits of Guardian 


Royal Exchange 
GREat insurance. Assurance ag 


Head Office: Royal Exchange, London EC3V 3LS. 


¥ 
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Wood Harris & Co. Ltd. 
makers of top quality Beacon 
Workwear and Worksuits 
for AA Patrols, 
congratulate the AA on their 
75th Anniversary. 


AILABLE IN 


AV 
NOW ALSO cK CHROME FINISH 


DECORATIVE BLACK 


The easy to fit Flipper springs into position over the tow 
ball, giving complete protection, and improving your car's 
appearance. 

Flipper looks like a third over-rider, cannot be lost or 
stolen and fits any standard towing ball. € 
Obtainable through your local stockist. In case of difficulty, \ 
can be supplied direct from the manufacturers. \ 


smarten up 


by 


with a flipper! 


Bradley DoublelockecuirwenrLtd 


Wood Harris & Co. Ltd., 
Bedford Street, North, 


HALIFAX. HX1 5BN, W. Yorkshire. 
Tel: 0422 — 67211 Telex: 517321 


VICTORIA WORKS, BINGLEY, WEST YORKSHIRE, BD16 2NH. 
TEL: BINGLEY 60414 TELEX: 517065 


LEASING CONTRACT HIRE 


. LEASE PURCHASE 


aciR cha 


99 BOSTON ROAD, HANWELL W7 
01-567-6644 
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HOW TO TELL ONE 
RUSTPROOFING COMPANY 
FROM ANOTHER... 


BALHAM 
01 673 2193 


BELFAST mee | EAST BIRMINGHAM Il WEST BOLTON 
0232 58518 021 784 7655 021557 1811 0204 33660 


COLCHESTER COVENTRY RAWLEY CHESTER 
0206 79274 0203 441054 0244 372626 


EASTBOURNE epguron 


0385 69721 031 447 3599 


HAMMERSMITH 
01 741.0501 


ROW 


HAR HULL II 
01 427 1550 


0482 227323 


MACCLESFIELD MIDDLESBOROUGH NEWCASTLE 
0625 614747 0623 641980 0642 242198/242477 0908 611733 0632 21415 


MAIDSTONE 
0622 55661/56759 


HAM OLDHAM 
4781773 061 652 2164 


NORWICH NOTTIN YMOUTH TEFRA TON POTTERS BAR READING 
0603 21393/29356 0602 781 ores A 771 251! 0734 595261 


* SOUTHPORT 
0704 77161 


NTHC SOUTHEND 
yy H APE 0702 524501 


SIDCUP 
01 301 2244 


GERMANY 
BIELEFELD ELI 


TRANRAER SUNDERLAND 


STOKE ON TRENT $ WARRINGTON WEDNESFIELD Resa WORCESTER MPT 
0782 310001 077687 634 0783 41395/58960 ous Nes ony vrs 21 on ee 7280 0925 30: 0902 731291 0905 25305 0521 492944 02163 5077 
YORK 
gn ASK 1 ah AA ve) 


The AA Seal of Approval is anindependent . Ziebart guaranteed rustproofing process. 


knowledgement of llence within the ng 
Sirol archi (MG, Sesehea bier dal Trust the AA to drive it home to you. 


motoring fraternity, encompassing many Phone any of the telephone numbers above 

different fields, Rustproofing is just one, and and ask for a free leaflet about the 10 year 

Ziebart as you can see, has received that (or 100,000 mile) guarantee that makes 

accolade. 

In over 100 AA Approved Stations Ziebart the number one name in guaranteed 

you can be sure of receiving the unique vehicle rustproofing. VEHICLE RUSTPROOFING 


Ziebart Franchises are available in areas not listed above. Contact: Ziebart (GB) Ltd, Ziebart House, Dominion Way, Worthing, Sussex. ® Under Licence from Ziebart International Corporation 
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Who gives you areat deals 
when you buy a used 
Leyland, Vauxhall, Ford, 
Talbot Datsun, Volkswagen 
orone of the rest? 


DO 


Ford dealers have a frowiendoue 
selection of used cars taken in as trade-ins. 
Cars of every popular make. 

Now is an excellent time to buy. 

Not only will you find that they'll give 
you a great deal, but also you'll drive away 


before inflation pushes prices up another rung. 


Best of all, if you go to a Special Al 
Ford main dealer, you can get the most 
comprehensive Warranty you could imagine. 
Just look at what it includes. 


1 The Special Al Warranty covers all popular 
used cars. 


Call in at a Ford dealer soon. 
There’s never been a better time to buy. 


ORD 
DEALERS 


2 It covers you for 12 months, or 60,000 miles 
from new, whichever comes first. 


3 You can make any number of claims up to 
the total price paid for the car you buy. 


4 It covers both parts and labour for most 
mechanical failures. 


5 All Special Al Ford dealers in Britain will 
honour the Warranty (and there are nearly 
300 of them). 

6 You get up to £15 reimbursement for tow-in 
charges for repairs covered by the Al Warranty. 
7 You get up to £15 hotel expenses for 
breakdowns covered by the Al Warranty. 

8 You get up to £10 a day for up to 3 days car 
rental once your car has been off the road for 
24 hours for Al Warranty repairs. 

9 You get continental Al Warranty repairs — 
up to £200. 


Full details available at your Special 
Al dealer. 


©, Ge ee ar A a0 ne 


Remember your schooldays, 
vhen all a young blood desired 
vas a lightweight racing-style 
yicycle with two gear levers and 
0 gears? It must have been a uni- 
ersal yen, for Mitsubishi has 
rroduced what sounds like the car 
or grown-up boy cycle-racers — 
he 10-speed Colt 1400GLX. 

This company has launched its 
irst two hatchbacks with no 
ewer than eight forward gears 
ind two reverse ratios, achieved 
imply by adding one extra cog 
ind a two-position Super-shift 
ever that’s labelled ‘Power’ and 
Economy’ — the answer to 
‘very ambitious car 
alesman’s prayer. 

It isn’t exactly a new idea. One 
yf our testers can remember the 
1950s Standard Eight, which 


oasted a triple overdrive giving 
even speeds. There were other 
-ven-earlier examples; but none 


were as simple as the Colt’s sys- 
tem — which keeps it cheap, too. 
DRIVE grasped both levers and 
rowed along this Japanese eight in 
its cheapest, three-door form. 


Wis 


How it goes 
Our test car needed a couple of 
seconds’ churning before it 
showed signs of life, and hot- 
engine restarts had it running on 
only three cylinders. Once in bus- 
iness, it idled with Oriental seren- 
ity — even though our model’s 
rpm setting was, initially, well 
below Colt’s recommendation. A 
few cold-start stalls also taught us 
to wait before setting off. 

Once under way, the Colt’s 
twin gear shifts make amends 
with nimble performance in the 


Power setting and relaxed high- 
speed cruising in the Economy 
slot. Not that you could learn this 
from comparing the through-the- 
gears acceleration figures of both 
modes (overpage). Ironically, we 
found the car a whisker quicker 
from standstill to 60mph when the 
four gears were left in the higher 
Economy ratio. 

The explanation is that DRIVE 
saved milliseconds on the test 
track by missing out one gear 
change, for 62mph is attainable in 
second gear’s Economy mode; 
using the Power setting would 
have required a further change up 
into third. 

In general-purpose driving, 
however, the Colt moved less wil- 
lingly in Economy than we would 


” CAR TEST 
Japanese shift worker 


have liked, and we ended up using 
this eight-speeder as a conven- 
tional five — moving through all 
four gears in the lower Power 
ratio, and only then clicking the 
Super-shift stick into Economy 
for quiet motorway cruising. 

Used in this way, we admired 
the Super-shift’s simple fore- 
and-aft movement, which avoids 
the complex dog-leg shift pattern 
of many a five-speed box. Every 
Colt driver will develop his own 
shift technique and permutation 
of lever positions. DRIVE’s tes- 
ters, for example, soon got used 
to moving both levers simultane- 
ously from Economy fourth to 
Power third when an extra- 
powerful overtaking burst was 
called for. 

It isn’t easy to provide a 
front-wheel-driven, transverse- 
engined car with a pleasant gear 
change, but Colt can take a bow 


John Mason 


for offering two that are as light 
and precise as the best. 

All the pedals are well spaced, 
and you don’t have to leave your 
left foot under the clutch — Japan 
also drives on the left, so there are 
no conversion problems here. 
However, in our 10,000-mile test 
car, the carpet beside the clutch 
was badly worn. 

While Europe’s drivers enjoy 
the precise direction of rack- 
and-pinion steering systems, 
Americans like theirs to be 
finger-light at all times, and DRIVE 
often criticises Japan for catering 
to this transatlantic taste. Now, 
Colt joins Honda as the only 
Orientals to please us with their 
steering. The Colt’s is light, 
thanks to its low gearing of 334 
turns from lock to lock, avoids the 
sloppiness of recirculating-ball 
systems, and provides the driver 
with some ‘feel’ of the front 
wheels’ behaviour. 

This, together with an_all- 
independent suspension system 
that could have been borrowed 
from Volkswagen’s Golf, makes 
for manners as demure as a 
Geisha’s — if rather dull for the 
enthusiastic driver. Should speed 
increase while cornering, the Colt 
merely runs gradually wider of 
the chosen course, and if the 
driver does overdo things, all he 
has to do to restore equilibrium is 
raise his right foot. With experi- 
ence, and the right gear/ratio 
selection, the Colt can be steered 
by its throttle alone. 

Instruments are well 
positioned behind a single piece 
of non-reflecting glass, and 
beneath it is a row of warning 
lamps that are invisible until 
needed. Like the Honda Accord, 
the Colt warns when a door is not 
properly shut, but in bright sun 
some of the warning lights could 
be missed. Dials consist of a 
speedometer, tachometer, water- 
temperature gauge and fuel 
gauge, while a pair of central 
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SEMPLE TREO FRE 
HOW GOOD 

At-a-glance 

DRIVE's verdict on the Colt 1400GLX 
3door, taking into consideration its 


rivals, its price and what kind of 
car it's meant to be 


Out of 10 
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‘traffic’ lights signal orange for 
Power or green for Economy — 
for those drivers who cannot hear 
the difference. All instruments 
have rheostat-controlled lighting 
that varies from bright to non- 
existent. 

Standard equipment includes 
the increasingly familiar LED 
clock, and a poor-quality radio 
with a facia-mounted speaker. 
The GLX has a Citroen-style 
finger-tip switch protruding from 
either side of the instrument cowl- 
ing, one for the wipers — two 
speeds, a flick, but no intermit- 
tent — and the other for lights. 
The snag is that not everyone’s 
fingers are long enough to reach 
them without taking their hands 
offthe wheel. . . Asingle stalk on 


the column copes with headlamp 
dip and flash, and indicators. 

To the left of the’ facia are three 
fiddly, hard-to-find rocker 
switches that control the essen- 
tial rear window wash-wipe and 
heater. They look and operate 
like an afterthought. The large 
area of tinted glass gives good vis- 
ibility, and it is a treat to see one 
windscreen wiper sweep all but 
on to the driver’s pillar. 


How comfortable 

Our first reaction to the driver’s 
seat was that it promised little 
support. More than 300 miles a 
day behind the wheel proved us 
wrong, as one.tester’s sensitive 
back emerged unscathed, though 
he did wish for more lateral loca- 
tion while driving flat-out on the 
test track. 

Passengers’ comfort depends 
more on whether they relax in the 
front or cringe, round- 
shouldered, in the back. For 
although the 1400GL-X< is as long, 
bumper to bumper, as a Talbot 
Horizon, its interior isn’t half as 
clever as a Ford Fiesta’s. Head- 
room and kneeroom are limited, 
and it’s a puzzle where all the 
space has gone. 

The hatchback door can be 
opened by key or by pulling upa 
lever to the side of the driver’s. 
seat. Loading through it is less 
easy, as the sill is high and the 
boot space minute; pity the back 
seat can’t be split, Capri style. 
We also noticed that the roof has 
no gutter, so how can Colt owners 
fix their roof-racks? 

Japanese engines used to suffer 
from flat-spots, and our Colt did 
hesitate as its second choke 
opened, but so slightly that most 
owners wouldn’t even notice it. 
The 1400cc engine: may be 
refined, but that doesn’t mean it’s 
silent. When pressed it produces 
a noise you'll judge as either 
harsh or sporty, depending on 
your expectations. At 6000rpm — 
DRIVE’s gear-change points for 
maximum performance — the 
engine sounds thrashy, but lower 
down the rev counter it is com- 
mendably quiet, even allowing 
normal conversation at 90mph on 
the test track’s banking. 

With independent suspension 
all round, the Colt 1400GLX isa 
better ride than other mounts 
from the same stable, and our 
car’s rattling trim was more 
annoying than serious. The car 
coped well with noise-generating 
‘surfaces at the test track, thougha 
series of gentle road humps 
showed us why they call it a Colt. 

Heater controls look complex, 
and it pays to study the handbook 
first to sort out all the pos- 
sibilities. You'll need a Japanese 
mind, however, as our handbook 
showed a reversed picture of the 
actual unit . . . ah-so. Thé three- 
speed fan was-in constant use, 
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COLT 1400GLX 3door 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £80.02 (fitting 2.9hr) 

exhaust £54.27 (1hr) 

headlamp unit £19.33 (0.4hr) 

front bumper £103.50 (1hr) 
laminated windscreen £50.24 (1.5hr) 


oil filter and points £7.60 (0.9hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (3.2hr) 


Insurance group4 ss 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £399 

Capital interest £284 

New-cost inflation £587 

Total standing costs=£1270 (10.59ppm 
Running costs 

Petrol (1.20gal) £423 

Insurance (av) £134 

Road tax, AA sub £72 
Servicing/replacements £159 

Total running costs=£788 (6.57p per m 
Total ownership £2058 (17.15p per mi 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Colt 1400GLX 3door 
Mazda 323 3door 

Fiat Strada 75CL 5door 
Ford Fiesta 1.3S 


Volkswagen Derby 1300GLS 
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ACCELERATION Times in sec BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses. FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 


90 ion — 
Han Tiaras Si Best stop 86% Consumption — normal range 
80 dient short journey in the suburbs 27%ampg - 
1in3 i aa PS hard driving, heavy traffic 29%4mpg 
is brisk driving — 50mph cruising 33Y%4mpg 
70 Nitaa ie ah motorway — 7Omph cruising “ 35VYempg 
a / gentle driving — rural roads 44vempg 
60 al ie } | Typical overall 34mpa 
S 2 Realistic tank range i 246 miles/7 Yagal 
50 c 54 Consumption at steady speeds ‘Power ‘Economy’ 
2 . 30mph 57¥empg 64mpg 
40 +*® > 56mph 42Vampg 47mpg 
s & 70mph 32%ampg  35i2mpg 
30. max mph 17%mpg 20%empg 
= SEMA sesh el AUS SD Se Te EAE et Dee ob 
9.6/13.5 12/19.2 20 22 SAFETY CHECKS 
PP: -gear speed-range times (sec) in Power and SRE 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80- 90 100 steering: energy hazard warning: fitted? Yes 
TOP SPEEDS 1 (36)3« (93 )4(94) %efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within absorbing? Yes interior: well padded? No 
q : E central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) front seats: secure w/screen: laminated? Yes 
Max engine speed % mounts? Yes doors: crashproof? Yes 
‘ used 6000rpm; sa sel os pris aasptes ge focie head restraint? Yes childproof? Yes 
max in top 5600rpm; (ideal'ear wou front belts: effective? Yes petrol: spillproof? Yes 
standing % mile 2¢(62)4e 50Ib at start; 40Ib in constant use; 52Ib in severe use convenient? Yes brakes: failsafe? Yes 
19.2sec Watersplash 80lb at first, 5 stops to recover rear belts: fitted? No load sensitive? No 
ENGINE FUEL MAXIMUM 30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE (£ cc MPG MPH GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC %q/\b FT/IN FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE 
4049 1410 34 94 13.9(P 27.3a(P 86/50 WCASe 41% 35 3394/34 
3655 1300 362 89 18.7 27.3 98/40 13! 39% 37% 4¥2/29V2 
c 1498 36 : 97 13.6 20.7(4th) 100/60 12 td" 39% 38% 3%2/34 
4104 1298 38 93 146 28.2 97/50 11’ 842" 40 39% 3¥2/31 V2 
26 1272 36 94 14.0 21.6 86/50 i he oa 40 35% 33%4/30¥2 
~ & ee P=Power mode, 4th= -4th gear 
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# BR Nika ae 
and fortunately it is only noisy on 
its fastest setting. 

The driver is served better than 
his passengers by ventilation out- 
lets — getting two while the pas- 
senger has one —and their output 
is so prolific that it needs to be a 
scorching day before windows 
are opened. The rear windows 
hinge out to create an even 
quicker flow without any wind 
noise. However, it’s difficult to 
work both systems at once for a 
cool head and warm toes, as the 
heater robs the ventilators. 


How strong 

DRIVE’s test car had compressed 
the equivalent of a year’s normal 
motoring into a few weeks before 
coming to us —and that’s the way 
we like our cars. It was educa- 
tional, for example, to see that, 
while the front end had suffered 
several stone chips, none had 
chiselled Mitsubishi’s paintwork 
to bare metal, and there was no 
sign of rust. 

Mitsubishi has a reputation in 
Japan for a higher standard of 
body building than its rivals, and 
in DRIVE’s view it’s justified. 
Floorpan and sill bases had a 
good coating of pvc oversprayed 
with wax. There was nothing to 
see on the sill sides, but our 
measuring equipment indicated 
there was some protection under 
the paint. Wheelarches were also 
given pvc protection, plus plastic 
shrouds and mudflaps. 

No matter how far our all- 
seeing probe went into box- 


All measurements in inches 


eet 


section interiors, we couldn’t see 
any rust protection — but we 
didn’t see any rust, either, so our 
conclusion is that something in 
there was working well. Areas of 
the floorpan that had been 
masked at some stage had not 
been touched by the pvc com- 
pound, but the whole area had 
received a spray of wax. There 
were no mudtraps underneath the 
car, and brightwork on top was 
protected by plastic interlayers to 
prevent rust. 

Underbonnet, the Colt looked 
as easy to work on as most other 
front-wheel-drive cars and well 
within the scope of DIY servic- 
ers. Weekly checks are aided by 
the now-commonplace translu- 
cent reservoirs for coolant, brake 
fluid, etc. 


How safe 
Like many Japanese cars, the 
Colt’s brakes are a little on the 
light side for our taste. They are 
fine until a panic arises, when it is 
all-too-easy for a heavy-footed 
driver to apply too much pedal 
pressure for his own good — 
resulting in locked wheels and 
reduced stopping efficiency. The 
Colt’s best stop was not one of the 
finest that we have achieved, but, 
that said, the Colt did prove tough 
enough to avoid brake-fade and 
wet-disc problems. 

More-basic versions of the 
1400GLX are available in Japan, 
where it is being marketed as the 
Mirage, but Mitsubishi is bringing 
into the UK only its best-of- 


om 


overall width 5ft 2¥2in| ji 
overall height 4ft 5in 
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to find its high level of equipment 
including twin door mirrors and 
laminated windscreen. Though 
we'd swop the lot for more lug- 
gage space... 


How much 
The Colt can save pennies by 
running happily on 2-star petrol, 
“but this and the eight gear ratios 
failed to help its fuel economy 
greatly — it returned 34mpg over- 
all in 1000 testing miles. Driven 
hard, or treated to short journeys, 
the Colt could be quite a thirsty 
animal, though DRIVE managed 
almost SOmpg on a gentle day-trip 
to the sea. At 35Yampg, the Colt’s 
motorway performance makes it 
look good for Continental treks, 
and, as you'd expect, all our 
steady-speed consumption fig- 
ures improved in Economy. 

The tank proved easy to brim, 
but drivers are frightened to the 
pumps when only 7'4gal have 
been used up — leaving the Colt 
with a modest range of 246 miles. 

Parts prices look reasonable, 
though Colt has a reputation for 
being more expensive than other 
Japanese producers, and a major 
service is needed only every 
12,000 miles. 

Insurance is a middle-of-the- 
road Group 4, and it’s safe to say 
that, with Japan’s voluntary 
export limits, Colt will not be able 
to import enough to meet 
demand, and that that might 
reflect favourably in the second- 
hand market. 


breed. Not surprising, therefore, 


Verdict . 


It would be easy to dismiss the} 
10-speed Colt as a sly marketing | 
gimmick — but that would be mis- | 
sing the point. It is in fact a clever | 
engineering dodge around _ the} 
costs of ditching an old four-speed | 
box and designing a new five. 

It works, too. The Super-shift 
lever is worth having — especially 
when you realise that it is unlikely 
to raise the car’s price by more 
than a few yen — and its simplicity 
is something to be admired. 

We rate this Colt as a big Japan- 
ese stride towards the European 
concept of a small hatchback, and | 
welcome Mitsubishi’s recognition | 
of the benefits of rack-and-pinion | 
steering. But after such a promis- 
ing start, it’s disappointing to see 
the Colt falter at the last important 
fence in DRIVE’s popularity stakes | 
— that of interior space. 


ENGINE : 
Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 74mm] 
bore x 82mm stroke=1410cc; 5 main bear- | 
ings; iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9:1 
Valve gear overhead camshaft actuating 
by rockers, belt driven 

Fuel system single twin-Venturi down- 
draught Aisin carburettor, fed by mechani- 
cal pump from 9gal tank — no reserve | 
Max power (DIN-net) 7Obhp at} 
5000rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 78lb ft at 
3500rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 7%in diaphragm spring, single 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; pedal 
load/travel: 30Ib/6in 

Gearbox 4-speed manual (all synchrom- 
esh), two ranges and reverse; ratios: 
(Economy/Power) first 3.727/4.226, sec- 
ond 1.831/2.365, third 1.136/1.467, fourth 
0.855/1.105, reverse 3.181/4.109 

Final drive helical spur gears, 3.470:1 to 
front wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 22.1 in Economy top, 
17.1 in Power top 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — front: independent Mac- 
Pherson damper/struts, lower transverse 
arms, anti-roll bar, coil springs; rear: inde- 
pendent with trailing arms and coil springs 
Steering rack and pinion, 3% turns bet- 
ween full locks; turning circles average 
34ft between kerbs, with 64 aft in response 
to one turn of the wheel 

Wheels 4/2J steel rims with 155SR13 
steel-braced radial-ply tyres (Michelin 
XZX on test car) 

Brakes dual-line hydraulics; discs front, 
drums rear, with vacuum servo, line failure 
warning lamp, handbrake warning lamp 
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— P&O Ferries 
Dover. Boulos ne 


P&O Ferries fae sail between Dover and 


Boulogne no fewer than 24 times a day. 

That’ s a Sailing every two hours every day of 
the year, every even hour from both ports. Which 
means you can say goodbye to having to wait 
around for a crossing. 

If you're heading south, you can also say 
goodbye to about 30 kilometres 
of unnecessary time consuming 
driving as well. 

Because, if you look at a | Name 
map youl see that Boulogneisa 4 Address 
lot further south than Calais. | : 
Which, of course, is why you'll | 
also save on petrol costs. 

And landing in Boulogne 
is a sure fire way to save yourself 
Sea a reuOn, too. 


For further details and information about our large range of coach tours and 
apartment holidays, send the coupon to: P&O Ferries, Box 2, 
Feltham, Middlesex TW14 0TG. Tel: 01-283 7272. 


When you leave the docks you by-pass the 
town and all its frustrating traffic. In no time at all 
youre on the toll-free Nl nearer to Paris and 
heading south to the sun. 

Fillin the coupon for details of P&O Ferries 
Dover—Boulogne service. The best way to take 
your car to France, save none: 


*Excluding Christmas day & Boxing day. 18 sailings on certain Sundays. 


Boulogne Southampton-Le Havre 
- AGREAT DEAL FROM A MA GREAT COMPANY,| 
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You might find other car-hire companies 
with bigger advertisements, 


but none with a bigger network. 


(Godfrey Davis has over 180 pick-up and drop-off locations. 
That’s more than anybody else). 


More cars. More offices. More customers. Less flannel. 
To rent one of our Fords or other quality cars, ring 01-828 7700. Or consult Yellow Pages. : 


Are you one of TRACK 
vane ee deat Dens Dias - 


the! million 

people who wil 
visit ihe US. HRS 9 Jess | se _ 
thissummer? | |B 8 See eel | | ween 
fsoyoullneed| |= > i ai ed! || ie ; 


@ sone AS17001 28 


This lavish large format, The most practical guide to 
full-colour atlas contains camping at home or away, on 


. cates | *212 City Maps wheels or afloat. 
OU ia O ibis e *US., Canada & Mexico County 451070097 80p 


Maps 
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Signet Paperbacks from New English a ean fers hae i eS : 
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Library — NOW available from Wr Stora Be make os *18 of National Park: 
bookshops or in case of difficulties from Cane ae om Teh id echnte ate 


the publisher i ee 451820568 £2.25 


PIPES 30 DAYS 
“FREE” 


If the “Magic Inch” ® doesn’t give you the most 
smoking pleasure you've ever had, smash the 
pipe with a hammer. The trial costs you nothing! 


THE TRIALIJIS “FREE”! 


Try a Carey Pipe and | promise you the best 
smoke of your life. 
Strong statement? Yes — but|’m backing it to the hilt. From 


with safety wear incorporating 


the very first puff (it needs no breaking in), you’ll get flavour, aroma Scotchlite retro-reflective 
and taste like you never had before. You’! know that you’ve ‘founda material. Top quality, high 
friend for years to come. visibility garments and 
Smoke the Carey Pipe for 30 days “free”. If it doesn’t give you the coolest, accessories manufactured 
wave Ui ppb smoke ever, smash it with ahammer. The 30 day trial is by SAFETY AIDS — 
absolutely “free”! y 
The Carey Pipe is a knockout in looks. The bowl is top-grade, hand-selected suppliers of safety 
Mediterranean briar - the best! The bit is made of bite-proof moulded nylon, wear to Police, Fire 
preferred by most smokers. It's a pipe to and Ambulance 
be proud of. But it’s the only pipe that = & services 
always stays cool, always dry, always Be sa _ ; throughout 
sweet. Never any sludge, goo, burn or : the U.K. 
bite. Just wonderful, relaxing pipe 
smoking pleasure. 


But don’t take my word for it. 

Try it for yourself — “FREE” for 30 
days. Smoke it again and again. You'll find 
the Carey Pipe doesn’t need “rest’. It's 
always sweet as a nut. 

Mail the coupon, and we'll send you a 
colour brochure so you can select a pipe 


EPar SAM BROWNE BELT 


“MAGIC INCH” FOR THE SAFETY CONSCIOUS. MOTORCYCLIST. 


Combined shoulder strap and belt in 

Scotchlite reflective strip — gives 

added visibility in daylight or at night. 
® Heavyweight material with top 


HOW IT COOLS, 
DRIES AND MELLOWS inclusive of postage & packing, Wality buckle and fittings. 


YOUR SMOKE 


COOL AIR 
ne SS aces Fresh air mixes with 
it —— + J the smoke, cooling it, 


\ = _/ eliminating hot 


XQ ttt tongue “bite”. 


2 SAFETY WAISTCOAT 


A reflective waistcoat originally 

“ 
produced for the Emergency 
Services. For day or night-time use 
by motorcyclists or in hazardous 


CONDENSATION conditions (motorway break- downs 
Moisture condenses, etc.) by motorists and pedestrians. 
is absorbed by 

Papyrate sleeve, 

drying smoke. 


£399 


inclusive of postage & packing. 
Available directly from the 


| [27*\ EVAPORATION 
ESS 3: Moisture evaporates. 
ES 7 Smoke is cool, dry, manufacturer 


Ne Ac SAFETY AIDS 


Og ake Stan COO ge RENT PS Lc Heathcote Works, Burslem, 
To: E. A. CAREY, P.O. BOX 277, LONDON SE25 6AL. al Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4EQ 


_ RUSH! Please send your colour brochure illustrating styles To: SAFETY AIDS, Heathcote Works, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4EQ 
and sizes of pipes |can select fora 30-day free” trial. | Please send me Pate} Sam Browne Belt/s @ £5.99 each (incl. p/p) 


Bee Safety Waistcoat/s @.£ 3.99 each (incl. p/p) 


; Name 


| enclose cheque/P.O. for £ 
_ Address 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
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_Onthe 
right track 


WITH GARAGE EQUIPMENT for car 
wheel alignment costing any- 
thing up to £1000, adjusting 
track-rods has never been a DIY 
job. Yet it’s ajob that’s essential 
for the economy-minded motor- 
ist. Even slight misalignment 
can knock 10,000 miles off the 
life of a tyre, place increasing 
stress and strain on the suspen- 
sion and steering components, 
and increase precious petrol 
consumption. 

So you can imagine how 
interested we were to hear that 
a British firm SPQR 
Engineering Ltd has 
invented an inexpensive device 
which is claimed not only to 
enable amateur mechanics to 
check wheel alignment, but 
also to do a better job than a 
highly skilled mechanic with all 


The SPOR oo. 
TRAKRITE 


a Ra Ricromer otter 


his complex trade equipment. 

SPQR’a Trakrite is so simple 
that it’s difficult to believe that 
no one has ever thought of the 
idea before. All you have to do is 
place it before one of your front 
wheels and drive gently over it. 
If the wheel is out of alignment, 
its permanent state of skid will 
cause sideways movement in a 
movable plate underneath the 
wheel. The plastic plate turns 


MAKE AND MODEL 


‘axe USED- 


Romeo Alfasud 1.3ti 
udi 80 
L 


ubman saloon 
300 Mk2 4-dr 


Princess 1800H 


Allegro 1 
Allegro 1500 estate 
Maxi O Mk 


on nylon rollers, and its degree 
of movement is indicated by a 
pointer. To obtain perfect wheel 
alignment, you simply adjust 
the track rods until the pointer 
stays on zero. 

Trakrite’s advantage over the 
more-expensive optical track- 
ing equipment is that it takes 
into account the load on the 
tyre, which can_ significantly 
affect wheel alignment — and 
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that’s something a garage’s 
equipment cannot do at pres- 
ent. * 
DRive’s tester used Trakrite to 
check three front-wheel-drive 
and three rear-wheel-drive cars, 
and found the results both! 
satisfactory and repeatable. 
However, our expert stressed! 
that the instrument would give: 
incorrect results when steering) 
misalignment had already 
caused uneven tyre wear. | 
Finding evenly worn tyres for 
your front wheels could prove: 
both tiresome and time con- 
suming, but this annoyance 
could be avoided by the Trakrite 
owner making regular checks. | 
A balance board — namely a 
piece of plywood of the same 
dimensions as the Trakrite — 
was supplied by the manufac- 
turer to be placed in line with 
the gauge, ahead of the other 
front wheel. DRIVE was disap- 
pointed to learn that this 
equipment would not be sup- 
plied to the DIY buyer ... but 
don’t worry. Our tester soon 
found that the board was an 
unnecessary part of the kit, hav- 
ing ‘no significant effect’ on the 
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MAKE AND MODEL 


Triumph Toledo 4-dr (Dolomite 
Triumph Dolomite 1850 
Triumph 2000 Mk2 

riumph 2500T 
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results. Our tracking experi- 
ments were also unaffected by 
variables such as uneven tyre 
pressures and the car’s speed 
across the gauge. 

Tests on. rear-wheel-drive 
cars proved that it did not make 
any difference to the readings 
whether the car crossed the 
Trakrite under power or free- 
wheeling. But, when our 
front-wheel-drive cars were 
tested, more consistent results 
were obtained when the car 
crossed the gauge under 
power. 


With practically no moving 
parts to wear out, the Trakrite 
should have a long life. It can 
be dismantled simply without 
the need for tools, and cleaned 
with a damp cloth. 

In all it’s a useful tool, which 
will sell at about £17. ithas now 
earned the AA’s Seal of 
Approval, and is also an offi- 
cial Toyota service tool. 
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Your key 
tosecurity . 
athome oraway. 


To date, Yale has supplied over 9.000.000 keys Get total peace of mind by protecting It 
for AA members access to emergency services. with Yale security. 


AA membership gives you peace of mind Here are two new double-locking deadlatches 
wherever yOu drive. especially suitable for glass-panelled doors — the 
But what about the home you've left behind? ultimate in strength with style. 


Yale 66 
Yale 65 Doublelocking 


Doublelocking Deadlatch. 
Deadlatch for 
narrow stile doors. 


When double locked, intruders cannot turn 
the handle, even if they break the glass for access 
to it. Formidable security. And superb styling and 
finish. Easy to fit. Easy to obtain from all good stores 
and hardware shops. 


Seoul Scovill Security Products Limited / | . CRIMEBUSTERS 
Yale Security Products Division, Wood Street, Willenhall, West Midlands WV13 1LA. 
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Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 
what it means to you. You 
can send letters for pub- 
lication — unstamped — 
Via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
POST, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Wheels within wheels 
Britain's legislation on odd-size 
spare wheels such as the 
Porsche 924 Turbo’s space- 
Saver spare (March-April) is out 
of step with the rest of the world 
— even though we have offi- 
\cially accepted the EEC regula- 
tions on the subject. 

| Our efforts to have the law 
changed have got as far as an 
agreed draft for Parliament's 
approval. This went back to the 
archives with the change of 
government, but the matter is 
hot dead and talks with the Soc- 
ety of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders are proceeding. 

_ We do point out in the litera- 
ture given to the owner that he 
Nas the option of using the 
space-saver tyre legally 
‘throughout the world, with the 
exception of Britain. In this 
sountry, we give him the facility 


Dinitrol 


St Peters House 2 Bricke’ 


of a car-recovery service so that 
he can remain within the law 
without being inconvenienced. 
Michael Cotton 

Porsche Cars Gt Britain Ltd 
Reading, Berks — 


Protection business 1 
DRIVE (January-February) 
reported a claim by Mr Robert 
Clay that he is spearheading a 
move to form a trade federation 
and draw up a code of practice 
for vehicle-rustproofing firms. 
As one of the leaders in the 
UK rustproofing business, with 
a long record of high quality 
and good customer relations, | 
should like to point out that no 
such approach has been made 
by Mr Clay to this company. In 
fact, nearly three years ago we 
discussed with the AA’s experts 
the possible merits of forming 
an association of rustproofers 
for the protection of the general 
public. At that time it was 
decided that possibly the best 
way of monitoring the rust- 


proofing industry was by the | 


association’s Seal of Approval 
scheme. 

| feel that the specification 
laid down by the AA is more 
than adequate to ensure that 
the customer receives fair 
treatment, and no useful pur- 


1966 AA badge loses its 
wings and ‘goes square’. 


pose would be served by an 
association of rustproofers 
unless there was good intent 
behind it, with firm administra- 
tion and financial backing. 
More recently, we have dis- 
cussed this matter in depth with 
our main competitors in the 
rustproofing field, Protectol 
and Dinitrol. We are of the opin- 
ion that an association could be 
useful when combined with the 
AA Seal of Approval prog- 
ramme, and are pursuing this 
possibility. 
K D Tarry, Managing Director 
Ziebart Vehicle Rustproofing 
Worthing, Sussex 


Protection business 2 

As holders of the AA Seal of 
Approval, we applaud your 
interest in vehicle rustproofing 
(January-February). 

It is true that rustproofing 
guarantees have, out of exces- 
sive promotion, lacked integrity 
and relevance. Experience and 
the technology of vehicle cor- 
rosion are, in the long-term, 
essential to effective guaran- 
tees. Without any liability to do 
so, this company has in the past 
few months met claims and 
transferred guarantees for 
those Endrust stations that 
chose to join Protectol. 

We don’t just talk about 
codes of practice etc to achieve 
promotional mileage; we actu- 


1967 First issue of DRIVE 
magazine — quarterly, and 
free to nearly 4million AA 
members. 


ally put into practice construc- 
tive-acts. In the long run, the 
only way that improvement will 
be brought about is by the sub- 
stantial participants in the mar- 
ket acting in a responsible and 
businesslike way. 

For some time we have been 
in contact with networks who, 
with us, represent the majority 
of the market. We all recognise 
that, in the sensitive area of 
guarantees, there is a need for 
consensus on standards. 

Bodyshield, as anetwork, isa 
comparative newcomer and the 
smallest of the five major net- 
works. Its experience is only 
within the time scale of its 
guarantees. As a result, its input 
to a trade federation would not 
be experienced, and the spear- 
heading role it claims is quite 
naive. 

RT Booth 

Joint Managing Director 
Protectol (Rustproofing) Ltd 
Barnard Castle, Co Durham 


Robert Clay, managing director 
of Bodyshield replies: 

Ziebart refers to discussions 
held three years ago with a view 
to forming a rustproofers’ trade 
association for the benefit of 


WILL YOUR NEW CAR STAND UP TO RUST? 


Can you be sure (despite 


every effort by the 
manufacturer) that your new 
car will remain rust-free? 
You can't. And it won't! 

30 years experience in the 
worst of Sweden’s weather, 
(and subsequently across 
most of the world!) gives us 
the know-how to combat rust 
by prevention. Visit your 
local DINITROL CENTRE 
and get the facts about the 
most thorough rustproofing 
you will find anywhere — 
WORLD-WIDE. 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or ask the 
operator to connect you to Freefone 2368 
for details of your nearest centre. 
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What petrol 
shortage? 


There wouldn't be one - 


if every car had 


Surefire electronic ignition! 


The need to conserve fuel has never been greater — 


not just for the nation, but also for 
your own pocket! Surefire electronic ignition 


will help you — and give you better performance. 


A big plus for Surefire is that every unit has 
a full burn-in test before leaving the factory. 
Which is one reason why Surefire offer a 


5-year guarantee. What's more we provide an 
“override switch so you can revert to conventional 


ignition if necessary. 


Surefire also gives you these advantages:- 


@ Instant starting 


® Smoother, quicker acceleration 


@ Longer life of plugs, points and battery 


Above all, Surefire systems give you reliability, 


with complete ease of fitting. 


There are two inductive systems (ES1000, ES2000) 
recommended for lean mixtures and a capacitive 
discharge system (C3000) for richer mixtures. 


Available from selected Halfords, 
Lucas Service and other 


‘motoring shops nationwide, or 


‘phone for your free leaflet. 


the consumer. Protectol men- 
tions preliminary exchanges 
with the same object in mind. 
But the plain truth of the matter 
is that the words, after all this 
time, haven't been followed up 
with action. - 

This is why | am trying to do 
something about the formation 
of a federation, as reported in 
DRIVE. In my opinion, a federa- 
tion and strict code of practice 
are essential not only to protect 
the consumer but also the name 
of the reputable companies, 
whose image is being tarnished 
by unscrupulous and ill- 
equipped operators and helped 
none by constant knocking and 
distortion of the facts by those 
companies who can at least be 
relied on to perform the job to 
an accepted standard. 


1967 Several insurance 
companies fail, leaving 
thousands of motorists with- 


out cover. AA combines with a 
Lloyd’s broker to form AA 
Insurance Services. 


The sooner such an organisa- 
tion is established, the better 
for all concerned. To date, | 
have put out feelers on the issue 
to two major rustproofing firms 
but, frankly, it appears that 
some’companies are still shuff- 
ling their feet instead of getting 
round a conference table and 
doing something definite to 
achieve Protectol’s declared 


Philosophy. Let us all hope that 


da trade federation can now be 
formed. 


Les Sims, manager of AA Tech- 
nical Services, writes: 

It is now 10 years since the AA 
drafted a specification of 
minimum requirements for 
rustproofing processors who 
applied for the AA’s Seal of 
Approval. To date, three firms 
— Ziebart, Protectol and Body- 
shield — have been given this 
award. Two other rustproofing 
companies are being assessed 
by the AA, but the Seal of 
Approval is not given lightly, 
and those firms that have qual- 
ified have gone to great lengths 
to meet our requirements. 

In my opinion, the AA’s 
specification could form the 
basis of a standard for accep- 
tance into an association of 
rustproofers, and | should wel- 
come the day when the reput- 
able firms get their heads 
together and do something 
constructive about it. 


Non-protection business 

Four years ago | bought a new 
car and was persuaded to have 
it rustproofed by a well-known 
company. Imagine my shock 
when, after inspecting the 
underside, the chief fitter at my 
bus depot reported that its 


-underbody protection was 


practically non-existent. . 

The showroom, 12 miles way, 
was sympathetic but said that, 
as the work had been 
contracted-out, the car would 
have to be returned to the 
treatment centre. This meant 
that! would have to find my own 
way back to wo/k, and then 
another journey to collect the 
car. In the end, the garage 
agreed to loan me a vehicle. 

The crowning irony was that, 
when | got my car home, | dis- 
covered a 3in paint scratch 
across the bonnet, for which 
the garage denied responsibil- 
ity. As your tester, Peter 
Denayer, writes: ‘Anti-rust 
treatments may sound fine o 
paper, but it is still unusual to 
find total wax coverage in box 
sections or sills.’ 

My more-recent cars have not 
been rustproofed. 
Bill Harratt 
Congleton, Cheshire 


Time travel 
There was a time when 2 
provisional-licence holder 
could expect to be examined 
within six weeks of applying. 
But the norm now is a wait of 
several months — especially 
frustrating to learners whose 
employers. expect them to 
obtain a full licence as soon a 
possible — and even more so if 
they fail the test first time round. 
Couldn't the Minister of 
Transport decree that those 
who fail be given priority for 
second or third bite at the 
cherry, if they can prove that a 
full licence is essential for their 
work? | 
Noel Lewis | 
Llandybie, Dyfed 


Streaking flashers 

There’s one thing even more 
annoying than motorists who 
hog the centre lane on motor- 
ways (Letters, November- 
December), and that is drivers 
who flash you to pull over when 
you're in the middle of overtak- 
ing several vehicles. Even 
though you're doing the 7Ompi 
maximum, they expect you to 
steer into the gap between the 
50-60mph cars you're passing 
so that they can get by. | 
A Lindsay ! 
Newport-on-Tay, Fife 


Six of the best 
A year ago, DRive’s enlightenec 
and witty test report on the Cit- 
roen Dyane 6 swayed me into 
purchasing one, and | must say 
that I’ve been delighted with it. 
Your article was far superior 
to the Dyane 6 report in Which?, 
as the Consumers Association 
completely missed the fun eles 


1968 AA Garage Plan invites} 
garage-owners to apply for | 
‘spanner’ grading. j 
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ment that you rightly captured. 
Which? also failed to appreciate 
the fact that such a car takes 
time to win a driver’s affection. 
_ All | can say is that, after 
18,000 miles, | am glad | perse- 
vered. | am now totally hooked 
— just as your tester predicted. 
Indeed, it would appear that my 
model has proved a better 
example than the Dyane you 
tried! 
I’ve had no starting problems, 
even in sub-zero temperatures, 
no low-speed vibration,: no 
undue noise, and no problems 
starting off on a 1-in-3 hill. All 
this and a starting handle, too! 
| use the car professionally as 
well as socially and, all things 
considered, | reckon that I’m 
laughing all the way to the bank. 
| would certainly get another — 
if | could ever wear this one out. 
Many thanks, DRIvE, for guiding 
me to a new way Of life. 
JL Prior 
Paignton, Devon 


Limited responsibility 

| really must take issue with 
Robin Gillhespy’s view that, if 
you drive a company car, it 
doesn’t matter how much petrol 
you use (January-February). | 
use a business car and, like my 
colleagues, always endeavour 
to return a good mpg figure 
each month. 

All companies have, or 


e e 
vehicle rustproofing 
NOL(CARCARE)UK.LTD. StPeter’s House, 2 Bricket Road, St.Albans, Herts. AL] 3JW. 


1971 Camping and caravan- 
ning boom, and, after four 
years’ preparation, AA 
pennant-rating system 
launched. Today, about 930 
campsites have qualified for 
one to five pennants. 


should have, a profit plan set- 
ting the level of business 
needed to obtain that profit for 
at least the year ahead. This 
way, sales targets are directly 
related to the costs of the sales 
force, which can eat away its 
profits. 

By being constantly alert to 
fuel economy, a driver is also 
more likely to keep within the 
speed limits. In any case, we all 
have a responsibility in this day 
and age to contain our petrol 
consumption. 

D W Vivian 
Wallington, Surrey 


Irregular behaviour 

Of course, Mrs Sarel (Letters, 
January-February) is entitled to 
be pleased that her regular pat- 
ronage of her local garage is 
rewarded by being assured of 
petrol in times of shortage. Per- 
sonally, | keep a blacklist of fil- 
ling stations that discriminate, 
and will never give them my 
custom under any circum- 
stances, no matter how dire. 

T C Chappel 

Wistaston, Cheshire 
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The Comfort Clan 
Sailing, fishing, climbing, hiking — MacBean 
Thermal Pile wear will keep the all weather 
sports enthusiasts warm. Smart enough to 
Wear on it’s own, light enough to wearunder 
waterproofs it comes in grey, navy or olive 
green shades in sizes XSS ML XL and XXL 
Write for a free brochure to: 

Edward MacBean & Co. Ltd., 

Wwoodilee Industrial Estate, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow, G66 3UZ. 

Telephone: 041-776 2511 Telegrams: Diamond, Kirkintilloch 


RUST TRAVELS FASTER THAN YOU THINK 


Don't let it reach your 
pocket! You can’t see rust 
Spreading under paint or in 
hidden, vital places — until 
it’s too late! Our trained 
Operatives can —30 years of 
experience in the worst of 
Sweden’s weather (and 
Subsequently across most of 
the world!) gives us the 
know-how to combat rust by 
prevention. Visit your local 
DINITROL CENTRE and get 
the facts about the most 
thorough rustproofing you 
will find anywhere — 
WORLD-WIDE. 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or 

ask the operator to connect you to 
Freefone 2368 for details of your 
nearest centre. 
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MAXWIPE 


WORLD 
CHAMPION’S 
CHOICE 


The revolutionary MAXWIPE wash & wipe 
kit, chosen by Bjorn Waldegaard, the first 
world rally driving champion, makes all 
other screen washing systems obsolete. 


Water pumped through the wiper blade itself AT if 
sprays just ahead of the blades sweep from a 

number of outlets each side. Each time the blade 
changes direction one set closes as the other opens, 
putting the water exactly where it is needed. The 
overall screen contact gives a perfect ‘‘squeegee’ action 
and the better blade lubrication means longer blade life 
and less scratches on your screen. The result is an 
incredible performance in the filthiest weather and a 
real aid to safer driving. 


MAXWIPE can easliy be fitted, with no drilling, to any car in 
minutes and only costs about the same as conventional 
replacement blades. For perfect vision add Manco Freeze-Free 
Triplex formulated washer additive and follow the lead of the 
champion by fitting MAXWIPE to your car. Available from 
Garages, car accessory outlets and D.I.Y. shops now, from as 
little as £6.00 per two blade kit ready to fit. 


Pumping water inside the blade 
itself, it sprays just ahead of 

the blade’s sweep, from the 
outlets each side. One 

set closes and the (SII 

other opens, each ahr 

time the blade changes dinsceion: 
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GOING FORWARD WHILST OTHERS STAND STILL 


MANCO LIMITED . 


Sade eg Trading Estate, Bilston Road, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 7JN. 


Telephone: 021-556 0546 Telex: 339159. 
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Any problems? Whether they 

are technical, insurance or 

legal, DRIVE’s experts can help. 

Write to: Clinic, AA, Fanum 

House, Basingstoke, Hamp- 
shire RG21 2EA 


Warranting attention? 
Three years ago, | bought anew 
Peugeot 504 and had it rust- 
proofed before delivery, but | 
have never taken the car back 
for checking and re-treatment. 
Would it be a good idea for 
me to re-treat the car myself 
with a generous does of old 
engine oil thinned with paraf- 
fin? I’m sure this mixture kept 
my 1937 Rover rust-free. — RA 
WILSON, GLASGOW 
While your mixture might work 
to some extent on unprotected 
metal, we certainly wouldn't 
advise you to spray it on to rust- 
proofed areas, and especially 
not into closed box sections. It 
is quite likely that the different 
mixtures would be incompat- 
ible, and that you might find 
your sealant turning to fluid. 
There may be a case here for 
swallowing your pride, return- 
ing the car to the original rust- 
proofing firm and asking it to 
inspect the treatment. It should 
have all the right equipment, 
such as ‘magic eye’ Endo- 
scopes, to do a thorough job. If 
necessary, it can then give the 
car any additional treatment 
(which, no doubt, you will have 
to pay for) should any deteriora- 
tion in the original treatment be 
discovered. 


Short-travel suspension 
| am going abroad for six 
months, and am leaving my car 
in the UK. Could you please tell 
me what to do about insurance 
cover? Should | cancel? — 
E DENNIS, SAFFRON WALDEN 

It's possible for you to suspend 
your full policy on a temporary 
basis, or your insurance com- 
pany can reduce cover to fire 


_and theft risks only. 


Putting it to the test 

lf its MoT certificate has 
expired, am | allowed to drive 
my car before its next appoint- 
ment with a garage foratest? — 
K ROBERTS, SALE 

No. The only time that you can 
legally drive a car on a public 
road with an expired MoT cer- 
tificate is when you are taking it 
(by the shortest sensible route) 


1972 Britain’s first indepen- 
dent vehicle-test centre set up 
by AA, at West Bromwich, W 


Midlands. More than 1500 
vehicles now inspected here 
annually — 16,890 to date. 
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to or from the test, ortoa “gar 
age appointed for the neces- 
sary repairs. 


Vetting shop 

In view of the number of things 
that DRIVE found to be wrong on 
new cars in the January- 
February issue’s LTTC and the 
fact that there were similar 
faults on each model, I’m wor- 
ried that there will be a string of 
problems with my next new car 
before it even takes to the road. 
Does the AA operate an inspec- 
tion service for prospective 
owners of new cars? — B LAW, 
CHELMSFORD 

AA engineers will conduct vehi- 
cle inspections for members 
with any lawful reason for one. 


1972 AA moves into travel- 
agency business with AA 
Travel Services. Now, 45 


agencies throughout the UK 
book holidays for 500,000 
every year. 


Mostly, the inspections are on 
secondhand cars, prior to pur- 
chase; but it’s not unusual for 
motorists to ask the AA to vet 
new Cars after delivery, to check 
their condition as the end of 
their warranty period 
approaches, and to pronounce 
on the quality of repair work. 

We suggest that you visit your 
local AA shop (it's in Moulsham 
Street), and ask the desk staff 
there to tell you all about AA 
engineer inspections —includ- 
ing the scale of charges for the 
service. 


The meaning of life 
Sealed-for-life components 
annoy me. At one time, when a 
dynamo. broke down, you sim- 
ply spent a bob or two on new 
brushes and were back in busi- 
ness. Now, with an alternator, 
you have to spend £30-£40 for a 
complete new unit. It’s the same” 
with headlamps — for a few 
pence you could fit a new bulb; 
now it means forking out £3-£5. 
for a sealed-beam unit. Is this: 
because manufacturers make 
fatter profits with sealed units? 
—P NEIGHBOUR, HARROW 
A lot of drivers are suspicious 
about this sort of thing, but 
there are sensible reasons for 
fitting new units. As far as an 
alternator is concerned, you 
don’t always have to buy @ 
completely new or exchange! 
unit. Alternator brushes can be 
renewed fairly quickly and sim 
ply by a vehicle electrician. The 
snag is that few garages employ 
such specialists; they rely on 
sub-contractors, so the actual 
cause of the alternator failure is 
often not diagnosed and a 
replacement is fitted —usually at 
considerable cost to the owner, 
Yes, it’s true that you may 
have to pay a Jot for a new 
pinata on awe 10% 


Congratulations 
to the 
Automobile 
Association 


on their 
7th Anniversary 


HENLYS LEASE 
MacBean have had over 100 years experience as 


Sole suppliers of Land Rovers to the AA for many years manufacturers of all-weather wear and 


Transatlantic is the leader in ‘breathable’ sailing 


wear. Light, supple, tough, but slightly stretchy 


18/20 Osnaburgh Street, London NW1 3NA and 100% waterproof, Transatlantic wear keeps 
you comfortable and free from condensation. 


Edward MacBean & Co. Ltd., 
Woodilee Industrial Estate, Kirkintilloch ,Glasgow, G66 3UZ. 
Telephone: 041-776 2511 Telegrams: Diamond, Kirkintilloch 


01-387 0431 Write for free colour brochure to: 
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TEST ORIVE F 
ORE. OF OUR SECOND HAND BARGAINS 
TODAY 


. Don’t you believe it! 
The resale value of your car can 
be greatly increased by expert 
rustproofing when new. 
But older, first or second-hand 
cars can also be rustproofed by 
us to last longer and be worth 
more. 30 years experience in the 
worst of Sweden's weather, (and 
subsequently across most of the 
world!) gives us the know-how to 
combat rust by prevention. 
Visit your local DINITROL 
CENTRE and get the facts about 
the most thorough rustproofing 
you will find anywhere — 
WORLD-WIDE. 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or ask the 
operator to connect you to Freefone 2368 


for details of your nearest centre. 


i vehicle rustproofing 
(CARCARE)UK ITD. St Peters House 2 Bricket Road. St Albans Herts. AL] 3JW 


Constitution 


Insurance Company 


Canada 


A Mutual of Omaha Company 


& sends AA 


Congratulations on their first Seventy-five Years in Business! 


GO GUIDED! 
With the 1980 edition of 


AA Guesthouses, Farmhouses 
and Inns 


in Europe 
Available now, price £2.95 


From all good bookshops ON 


and AA Service Centres 
(or telephone mail order) (STD 0256) 62989 
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the finest car care products in the world 


Ser ee ae Be, oe 


Bei we "4 


LACROE INTERNATIONAL LTD Lacroe House ,Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2RP. Tel :089 26 5511 
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sealed-beam unit, but at least 
consistent light output is 
assured. Where separate bulbs 
are fitted, it is not uncommon 
for damp to corrode reflectors, 
considerably reducing the 
light’s intensity — obviously a 
potential danger. Sealed-beam 
units, though more expensive 
to replace, have a reasonably 
long life, and their light output 
doesn’t deteriorate ... until it 
goes out altogether! 


Customising a van 
| Being bothakeen camperanda 
| DIY enthusiast, | am consider- 

ing buying a new-ish van to 

convert into a motor-caravan. 
| The trouble is that I shall have to 
| pay tax on the converted vehi- 
| cle. Can you tell me how much | 
| would have to pay? — M LANE, 
| CHICHESTER 
jAnyone carrying out conver- 
| sion work on a commercial veh- 
|icle to make it more suitable for 
| carrying passengers is liable to 
}Pay car tax. Adding side win- 
| dows or extra seats to a van, or 


1973 AA Relay takes to the 
road — car transporters to col- 
lect you and your immobilised 
car, passengers and luggage 
and take you anywhere on Gt 
Britain mainland. In 1980, 
nearly 2%million members 
jopt for additional Relay cover. 


converting it into a motor- 
caravan, could mean that you 
will have to pay car tax at 10%of 
the agreed wholesale value. 

When the van is converted 
you should notify HM Customs 
and Excise, who will assess its 
liability for extra tax. Last year, 
about 400 vehicle conversions 
were notified to Customs each 
month, and about half of these 
were found to have car-tax lia- 
bility. The average amount of 
tax due on each liable vehicle 
was just over £100. 

You can get full details of 
conversion work that attracts 
car tax by asking for Customs 
Notice 672 at a local Customs 
and Excise office. 


Mis-leading 

| read with some apprehension 
your reply in Clinic (January- 
February) to a question about 
battery charging, in which you 
stated that, if the car is fitted 
with an alternator, the battery 
should be disconnected during 
the charging process. For years, 
| have used a charger without 
taking this precaution and no 
damage has occurred. Would 
you please explain your com- 
ment? — J WALKER, DARLEY DALE 
When alternators were in their 
infancy they were more delicate 
than they are today. Conse- 
quently, they were unreliable 
ana.failed without much provo- 


job. At one Tenth of professional Centrés 


1975 GPO charges escalate 
— DRIVE costs twice as much to 
post as to print, so magazine 
goes commercial: six issues a 
year from newsagents or by 
subscription. 


cation. To reduce the chance of 
damage, the owner was advised 
not to connect a charger to a 
battery that was connected to 
the car; it was thought that cur- 
rent surges from the mains 
supply could damage alternator 
components. 

Alternators made within the 
last 10 years or so have more 
rugged electrics, and recent 
types will withstand charging 
with the battery leads. con- 
nected, but it’s best for owners 
of older cars to play safe by dis- 
connecting. 


Shake Allegro 

The steering wheel of my 1974 
Allegro 1500 Special vibrates at 
65-70mph. The car has done 
45,000 miles, and only two 
weeks ago | had two new front 
tyres fitted by my usual BL 
dealer. Can you tell me if the 
vibration is caused by some 
defect in the car? — WG STAN- 
TON, BUCKHURST HILL 

Your problem sounds very 
much like out-of-balance 
wheels. If you didn’t experience 
the vibration immediately after 
having the tyres fitted, one of 


How to gain up to £600 


in difference between Ordinary'and Dealers’ 


top ‘Book price condition for 3yr. old caron trade-in | TRIAL OFFER: 500m! (.88 pt.) TIN for your trigger 
Whilst still enjoying lively car in remarkable trim 


Only a thoroughly rust proofed car that’s meant to stay 


Check with trade-in prices 


oil can test: behind chrome strips or brush-on 
door edges, free brake linkages etc., Watch 


the wheel-balancing weights 
has probably dropped off a rim. 
Or it might be that the wheels 
were not balanced properly 
after the new tyres were fitted, 
and two weeks passed before 
you drove at 65mph. 

Allegros are rather sensitive 
to wheel imbalance. The first 
thing to do is to have all four 
wheels carefully balanced. 
After this, mark one of the stud 
holes on each wheel, and its 
corresponding stud, with a dab 
of paint to ensure correct refit- 
ting when a wheel’s changed. 


1975 The coming of Super- 
cover. BL and AA get together, 
so that anyone buying a BL car 
gets a year’s free membership. 


1978 AA Motorsure offers 
two-year extended warranty 
schemes for new and used 
cars. 


1978 New, big-size DRIVE hits 
the bookstalls. At same time, 
TRAIL is launched for ever- 
increasing camping, caravan- 
ning and great-outdoor public. 


1979 AA opens its own holi- 
day site — Lochanhully 
Lodges, near Carrbridge in 
Scottish Highlands. By the end 
of 1979, 4000 people have been 
to stay in the self-catering log 
cabins. 


Bonu 


. y/ 


L 


rustproofin 
tustfree no matter what, stands to gain between £400 and £85 4-VAT mostly for labour) Get Waxoyl now. : 
£600 MORE for ‘top end’ book price on trade-in. So.it pays to Old Car? New Vigour! If there's metal to protect, Waxoy! will 
consider Waxoyl rustproofing. Firstly because WAXOYL peer it, eg., load-bearing chassis members. jacking points, 
Fearn es OT RARE (Oe Ct at ons eters aioe ene Pape eee 
[Aaron con bah ner eg saa aeni SLA aa ed ea 
Rust somedale gerd suid Boag Sand te at ride pleasure, rebuild road worthiness. One spraying does it! 
ene ee ee re eae tag gt uh. 
: . tr on n _ slush, vici- 
Overpainting. MORE of the infernal stuff lurks UNDERneath! chat cane - OWintor dion eit 


Ous road artiste rust-loaded Winter conditions. Be indiffer- 
Waxoyl Spray plan covers every underbody rust trap, every ent to wet, sticky, Summer days’ condensation rust moisture 


Waxoyl ‘chase’ water off simple metal strip. 
Quite amazing! Send £1.02. P/Pk 62p. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 
RUSTPROOFING 


| 
Bue BY. 8S, 


<' 


tust menace of road and weather. Because you do-it-yourself dripping onto raw metal edges within box sections, sills, door « 9 
and it’s your car, it'll be yet another THOROUGH Waxoy! panels: all sweat-prone areas. wee with frees Seomiiaeiaci 
werful airless spra New, Adjusta Spray, ge 
seronni aber 1 one het HOLD CAR IN operated ‘SUPER JUMBO’ 


FOUR WINTERS 


up to 8ft.long feeds : 
f ? J Applicator 


direct from 


‘PROUD OWNER 


JUMBO’ 
fy works FOUR time 
SEA essere . Condition faster than any K 
iocasoale UMN) aa 24)0- tm other trigger operated 


BY 3 uses 
~ WAXOYL on 
sea- washed 
equipment 


design. Feeds direct from 
Waxoyl can. Pull trigger 
to load. Let fly! 

No mess. No waste. 


2, No. Easy and Funtodo! 
Needed With WEWY SUPER JUMBO’ 


“SUPER JUMBO” System complete with all attachments. Power Spray adjust- COMBINE with oxygen and water, some rival rustproofers disintegrate. Swiss 
able from fine to extremely powerful 8ft Jet. Cranked Extension sprays here, Gov't tests report: ey “Metal unchanged.” This is music to Finnigans. 
there and everywhere, including hollow sections. Adjusts for large areas ‘fan’ Good news for you! Get Waxoyl to be sure. Gain that marvellous Book’ price 
spray. PROBE EXTENSION for hard to get at areas. BONUS on trade-in! Ne 

Full 360° sore} from 5mm dia nozzle. No bare patches (as with ‘pin hole’ and Why Big World Users Trust Waxo 


FINNIGANS LTD (DRW) 
Eltringham Wks. PRUDHOE, 
Northumberland, Ph. 0661-32411 
| Rush my order (please tick box) 


5 litre 1045 Gal. 
JUMBO : 


ICI recommend ; 
Ma 


“Most satisfactory” says Chrysler Centre, Basle. “‘No sign of corrosion on ‘72 {0 litre 


WE Wand’ types.) Order JUMBO" along with Waxoyl it existing rust’ (Veteran Motorists Mag) “Fantastic” says 120 ki 
for brine ‘Tadpole’ Molecules Waxoyl Micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble tadpoles. ap bieirsirg ted eCoatlng still abel olliponbeabih Bi rg es ee Sail j 
circulation _£ is Magnetic pull in electrically charged properties sink tails into metal pores. “One of cheapest, effective ways to protect car” (Autocar Mag) “9 yr old Volvo Pe: 
pipes ne &8 ~ Rust-laden air moisture skedaddies within SECONDS of contact, Tadpole heads _iooks less than half its age” “Clean, easy application. No after cleaning’ Encl Chq/PO/MO cash f............. 
~ . seal off locked-in molecules. Link, chain-like into continuous flexible, water (Swiss Auto Racing A.G.) ‘On marine diesel oll tanks, Waxoyl excellent | 
repellant skin Waxoyl never stops working! Re-knits if punctured by flying grit (Westerly Marine ey “Excellent Part ex after 15 months. Car abso- Narhas tokyo eee ake ee 
| Pay by Access/Barclay/Trust  etc., Ceaseless activating molecules in Waxoyl skin creep across exposed metal. utely rust free. No garage” (Llandudno, - Print CAPS i 
Card. Le charge (Quote No) Torn edges merge, hold ‘proud car owner” condition Order direct. Please add £1.50 carr. on any size order except small items eed OCG Rane ie 


| Use 24HR. phone. Callers wel- (postage shown). SMALL CAR: § Litre (1.1 gal.) £5.95 BIG CAR: 10 Litre (2.2 


come Mon to Fri., 9 AM to 
4.30 PM 


Salt & Water Tests Independent tests by the score sorts out rustproofers ) } 
like nothing eagle bbe Govt's test, again in corrosive (40°C) atmospheres, and gal.) £10.95. 20 litre (4.4 gal.) Drum £19.50. 60 Litre pe, 45 gal. £180. l 
five minute salt sprays every hour until metal breaks down. Because they ‘JUMBO' £3.73 add 30p. 70z. Waxoyl Aerosol £1. 14p/pk. 30p. 


© Despatch usually per return. Finnigan’s Ltd. (0 RW) Prudhoe NE42 6LP Ph. 0661 32411 


Regd. Office 354180 (England) j 
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Amsterdam Bruxelles 


LAKE GENEVA 
REGION 


Frankfurt Munchen 


Milano 


“A La Carte” Holidays... 


The Lake of Geneva Region 
is situated in the south-west of 
Switzerland along the shores 
of a superb lake, the biggest in 
western Europe. Once landed 
at the international airport of 
Geneva, one can easily travel 
through the Lake of Geneva 
Region by train, bus or car. It is 
in fact the crossroads of the 


continent’s main lines. of 
communication. 
French. is spoken there, 


which for many adds to its 
charm, but as it is a tourist 
region visitors from all 
countries can make them- 
selves understood quite easily. 
The welcome is friendly, as is 
only to be expected in a region 
of vineyards with a Latin 
tradition. 

Once there, excellent roads 
and comfortable trains bring 
within easy reach all the places 
that a tourist might want to 
visit — and there is no lack of 
them. The choice is great, with 
“4 la carte” holidays available 
to suit everyone’s needs. The 
region includes the chain of 
the Alps — with such famous 
resorts as Villars, Leysin, Les 
Diablerets, Chateau d’Oex and 
Les Mosses — as well as the 
Jura range with Ste. Croix-Les 
Rasses, the Vallée de Joux and 
St. Cergue. It also boasts 
several lakes, the biggest of 
which Is the Lake of Geneva 
with the International 
metropolis of Geneva and 
towns like Nyon, Rolle 
Morges, Lausanne, Vevey, an 
Montreux on Its shores, 


the lake of 
Neuchatel with Yverdon-les- 
Bains at its southern end. 
There is lovely countryside too, 
between the Alps and the Jura, 
with Moudon, Payerne and 
Avenches nestling in the valley 
of the Broye. 

But, in addition, many other 
parts of Switzerland, France 
and Italy are within easy reach 
of the Lake of Geneva Region. 
Some of the most popular 
excursions include Berne, the 
capital of Switzerland; 
Zermatt, at the foot of the 
Matterhorn; Gruyéres, the 
home of the genuine cheese of 
that name; Chamonix and 
Mont Blanc in France; and the 
valley of Aosta in Italy. Even 
the longest excursion is only 
two hours by car or train. 

The Lake of Geneva Region 
is a privileged holiday district. 
It is in fact one of the loveliest 
parts of Switzerland, which is 
well worth a visit and where the 
foreign visitor can enjoy 
himself . . . and feel really at 
home. 


followed by 


3 Nights from £20: (S.Fr.69.-) 
is one of the hotel arrange- 
ments offered by the tourist 
offices of the Lake of Geneva 
Region, comprising accommo- 
dation in twin-bedded rooms, 
breakfast, taxes and service 
charges Included. This basic 
offer Is completed by a whole 


range of attractive and 
Inexpensive package 
‘arrangements. 


the lovely, 
regions of Charmey, Moléson 
and the 


The Legendary Watch at the Cathedral 


Lausanne is certainly one of 
the last remaining towns in the 
world to continue the time- 
honoured medieval tradition of 
the Watch, who cries out the 
hours during the night. How- 
ever, the belis of the 
impressive Gothic cathedral 


SOLON 


The canton of Fribourg 
contains many historic towns, 
including its capital, Fribourg, 
and the charming cities of 
Morat, on the shore of the lake 
of the same name, Estavayer- 
le-Lac, on the shore of the lake 
of Neuchatel, and Romont, 
Bulle and Gruyéres in the Fore- 
Alps. It is also renowned for 
Still-picturesque 
“Lac Noir’ (Black 
Lake). 


Information 


@® Swiss National Tourist 
Office, Swiss Centre, 1 New 
Coventry Street, Tel. 01-734 19 
21 - TX 21295 Swisturist Idn. 
P.O. Box 10, Wardour Street, 
London W1V 4BJ. 


@ Office du tourisme du 
Canton de Vaud, avenue de la 
Gare 10, CH-1002 Lausanne, 
tel. 01041/21/22 77 82, TX 24390. 


@® Office du tourisme de 
Geneve, rue de la Tour de I’lle 
1, CH-1204 Genéve, tel. 
01041/22/28 72 33, TX 22 795. 


@-. Office neuchatelois du 
tourisme, rue du. Trésor 9, 
CH-2000 Neuchatel, tel. 
01041/38/25 17 89. 


@ Union fribourgeoise du 
tourisme, route Neuve 6, 
CH-1700 Raga Me tel. 
01041/37/23 33 63, TX 36499, 


Booking (Through your travel 
agency or the local tourlet 
office), 


are no longer rung during the 
night, the Watch taking over. In 
the calm of the night, his voice 
rings out far and wide over the 
town and many people wait at 
the foot of the cathedral to 
listen to the legendary Watch. 


Fribourg-Neuchatel Region 


Neuchatel is a canton of 


mountains — with the Jura 
range; and water — with the 
lakes of Neuchatel and Bienne. 
La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzer- 
land’s watchmaking capital, 
and Le Locle, the city of 
precision engineering, are 
surrounded by large woods 
and pastures, while Neuchatel, 


an historic town for studying 
and holidays, is ideally 
situated on the shores of the 
lake that bears its name. 


Lake Geneve Region 
The lake of Geneva 
CH-1211 Genéve 
CH-1260 Nyon 
CH-1180 Rolle 
CH-1110 Morges 
CH-1006 Lausanne 
CH-1605 Chexbres 
CH-1800 Vevey 
CH-1820 Montreux 


The Broye 
CH-1530 Payerne 


Nord vaudois 
CH-1400 Yverdon-les-Bains 
CH-1450 Ste-Croix-les-Rasses 


The Jura 

CH-1347 Vallée de Joux/Le 
Sentier ; 

CH-1264 St-Cergue 


The Alps 

CH-1837 Chateau-d’Oex 
CH-1865 Les Diablerets 
CH-1854 Leysin 
CH-1861 Les Mosses 
CH-1884 Villars 


Fribourg-Neuchatel Region 
CH-1700 Fribourg 

CH-3280 Morat 

CH-1630 Bulle 

CH-1661 Gruyéres-Moléson 
CH-1637 Ramey 

CH-2000 Neuchatel 

CH-2300 La Chaux-de-Fonds 
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i doesn’t live in the past — we 
just visit, now and again. The rest of 
the year, we’re watching the road 
ead for you, testing the cars that 
you covet, giving you the facts that 
others forget, telling the stories that 
jou need to know. There are car- 
pons, competitions, special offers, 
90 — everything to keep you going 
or the next 75 years of motoring. 
RIVE comes out on the last Thurs- 
day of every other month; but you 
san get ahead of the game with an 
eval subscription that will 
deliver six packed issues direct to 
your own doorstep on the days of 
iow ands Just fill in the coupon 


low and send it off — now. 


TRAIL has no past — it’s the 
magazine that was born late in the 


_ Seventies to meet the leisure needs 


of the Eighties. It’s the young 
magazine for everyone who loves 
the great outdoors, with big reports 
on campsites in Gt Britain and 
Europe; hard-hitting tests of camp- 
ing and caravanning equipment; 
ideas and information to fire your 
enthusiasm in winter, cool your 
fevered brow in summer. There are 
cartoons, columnists, and special 
offers especially for campers. TRAIL 
comes out on the last Thursday of 
every other month, alternating with 
DRIVE; or send off the coupon below 
for an annual subscription. 


cy 
y 


Make sure of getting DRIVE by post 
Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription — SIX issues for £3.9 
he Do not use this form for subscription renewal: you will receive a separate invitation 


Make sure of getting TRAIL by post | 


Fill in this coupon for a year’s subscription — SIX issues for £3.95 | 
ot use this form for subscription renewal: you will receive a separate invitation 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


Name 
_ (BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 


| 

| 

| 

_ Address ) 
3 

: ) 

Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member’ 

i | 

| 


Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member’ | 


_ |wantto subscribe to DRIVE Jtenciose my remittance for £3.95/Please invoice 
me for £3.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable). You need,send no money now 


ereeeoes Pe PLR EES COR Sa eee SP * Signature 


| want to subscribe to TRAIL | enclose my remittance for £3.95/Please invoice 
me for £3.95 (delete whichever is inapplicable). You need send no money now 


1) 
am more than 18 years ald | |am more than 18 years old 


Ad In an unstamped envelope te: DRIVE Directory, 
EEPOST, Baaingsiake, Manta RG21 2EA y 


Se 


Mayune 1980 


Send in an unstamped envelepe to: OR 


IVE Directory, 
FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA 


You know 
what's as diieti 
as a rest . 


Zs. 


Pee 


WINANS SRE 


Change the oil filter in your car regularly and you effectively reduce engine wear. Lane Fram — 

Change the air filter when you service and you can further improve petrol consumption. secs ~The world’s 

Change to Fram and you're putting in the world’s finest filters. Whether for oil, air or ul best 

fuel, all Fram filters are backed by a special warranty. e selling 
filters. 


Replace your filters regularly and keep your engine refreshed with Fram. 


Paul Journee 


SCRE 


‘CLEARLY 
ABETTER BLADE 


NEXT TIME YOU 

REPLACE YOUR WIPER 

BLADES MAKE SURE YOU 

FIT SCREENHUGGA BY KLAMIX 

— THE ONES WITH THE AA SEAL 
OF APPROVAL 


Klamix Limited 


Arrow Road, Redditch, & 
Worcestershire B98 8NN 

Tel: Redditch (0527) 68171-2-3 @ 
Telex: 336505 y 


“The finest engineering 
expertise went into your 
braking system. 


Why forget it now?” 
Your safety and that of your 


car depend upon a carefully 
designed and engineered braking 
system. And so your disc brakes 
need just the ight pads to provide 
the safe, balanced performance you 
have come to rely on. 

Girling brake system com- 
ponents are among the most widely 
fitted by the world’s vehicle manu- 
facturers. We know about brake 
systems. And we know about disc 
brake pads. They must perform 
efficiently and consistently what- 
ever the car’s speed; even if they get 
very hot with frequent use. They 
must also offer a reasonable wear 
rate, relative to performance. 

They must give you consistent 
performance and safer braking — 
in short, real confidence. 

Be safe and sure, fit... 


Girling Disc Brake Pads- 
more than just a part! 


ae Gale 


OL HOLIMS 


Tete a Seana teen keane Raa GREE 


Bie a 


— , July-August 1980 


the priceless 
cars of 1980 


~ PLUS © 
IN-CAR — 


| | ENTERTAINMENT 
: | EXTRA 


Not so long ago buying a car with quality 
German engineering was a very expensive pro- 
position. Today things have changed. The Opel 
Kadett has arrived. 


We hesitate to call the Kadett a small car 
because, although it acts like one, especially in 
town driving, it certainly doesn’t feel like one 
inside. On the contrary there’s more than enough 
room for 4 adults. And if you need much more 
space, choose one of the hatchbacks or very 
popular estate versions. Fold down the rear seat of 
the estate and you have a large load carrying 
capacity of 63.2 cubic feet. Unbeatable for a car of 
its class. 


When it comes to fuel consumption and 
engine performance you'll find that economy 
figures very highly. On certain models the Kadett 
gives a healthy 47.1 mpg at a constant 56 mph.t 
And there's a choice of 1.3 litre engines, 60 bhp 
running on 2-star fuel; and 75 bhp on 4-star fuel 
with acceleration from 0-60 in 11.7 seconds and a 
top speed of 101 mph* 

Kadett versatility doesn’t end under the 
bonnet. There are models with 2, 3, 4 or 5 doors. 
Each model is offered with a choice of trim. It all 
adds up to 15 versions ofa car that is, quite simply, 
a refreshing concept in car design and engineering. 

The next step is to decide which Kadett is 
right for you. And there can be no more pleasant 
way than by asking for a test drive. 

We have over 240 dealers to help you all 


OPEL©- 


Reliability comes as standard. 


the way. Backed by General Motors highly soph- 
isticated computerised parts and service network. 

For the address of your nearest dealer and a 
free brochure just fill in the coupon. 

Kadett prices from £3,480. Kadett 4 Door 
Saloon GL (illustrated) £4,328 and 5 Door LS 
Estate (illustrated) £4,235. Prices correct at time 
of going to press, include seat belts, car taxes and 
VAT. Delivery and numbers plates extra. 

*Motor Road Test Report Opel Kadett 13 GI. 8.121979 
| Opel Information Service, PO Box 2, “| 
| Central Way, Feltham, Middlesex TW14 0TG. 


| 


Vi Address. 23 coh cas sles 


Name . 


+UK Government Fuel Consumption Tests: 1-3 N Engine manual, 2 door Saloon L/LS, 4 door Saloon L/LS, 3 door Hatch LS, 5 door Hatch LS, 3 door Estate L/LS, 5 door Estate LS, Urban 28.8 mpg (9.8 L/100 km) 56 mph 
90 k/h) 42.8 mpg (6.6 L/100 km) 75 mph (120 k/h) 30.7 mpg (9.2 L/100 km). 1:3 S Engine manual, 5 door Estate GL Urban 28.8 mpg (9.8 L/100 km) 56 mph (90 k/h) 45.6 mpg (6.2 L/100 km) 75 mph (120 k/h) 34.4 mpg (8.2 
L/100 km). 2 door Saloon SR, 4 door Saloon GL/Berlina,5 door Hatch GL/Berlina Urban 28.8 mpg (9.8 L/100 km) 56 mph (90 k/h) 47.1 mpg (6.0 L/100 km) 75 mph (120 k/h) 34.0 mpg (8.3 L/100 km). 
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> DOESN’T have to be your 
Bt And when it isn’t, it’s 
obably worse — at least for 
our blood pressure. 

I’m talking about The 
runch, when, through bad 
ck or bad driving, or maybe 
fs your pride-and-joy car 


ts the instant secondhand 
ok: bent bodywork and 
rumpled chrome, amid oaths 
ad imprecations. 

_A new experience, then, for 
VE’s motorists to ‘order-up’ 

e Crunch — a 15mph con- 

lied collision — as the pre- 
se to our important investig- 
ion into accident repair-costs 
ad practices. Read all about 
’ page 32. 

Don’t miss this issue’s car, 
Btorcycle and motor-caravan 
, either; nor our unique 
ck of ‘big-money’ cars to col- 
for the 21st century (page 
. And speaking of money, 
aere’s the latest Index of 
lotoring Costs awaiting you 


No room at the inn 

IT ISN’T just a fear of costly 
hotel bills that diverts holiday 
families to self-catering accom- 
modation at Britain’s resorts. 
Though official seaside brochures 
and guides show pictures galore 
of happy youngsters at play, it 


would seem that many hotels | 


don’t exactly put themselves out 
for young children. 

The charge comes from firms 
that operate package-holidays in 
the UK. Their verdict: in many 
popular resorts, children are 
barely tolerated. 

DRIVE put the accusation to the 
test by checking 4250 hotels and 
guesthouses in the official guides 
of 10 major holiday resorts ... 
and found that less than 10% 
really went out of their way to 
cater for the special needs of 
families with young children. 
Some made it quite clear that 
children under a certain age — 
usually five — were not accepted, 
and 60% didn’t advertise any spe- 
cial services at all. The main 
shortcomings .. . 

@ a lack of babysitting or baby- 
listening services ~ 

@ an absence of playrooms and 
playgrounds 

@ failure to provide washing, 
drying and ironing facilities 

DRIVE’S investigation reveals 
that, of 800 establishments in 
Bournemouth, only 87 provide 
any children’s facilities at all, and 
just 18 of these offer babysitting 
or baby-listening, washing, dry- 
ing and ironing, and a games 
room. In Blackpool, according to 
the tourism department, only one 
in every 10 hotels claims to pro- 
vide a full range of amenities. 
DRIVE looked up the details of a 
sample seven, but drew a blank at 
each one. Of Newquay’s 550 
hotels, ‘only a very few,’ admit- 
ted a spokesman, ‘have full 
facilities for young families’, 
while a mere four of Weston- 
super-Mare’s 212 hotels, guest- 
houses and farmhouses boast 
baby-minding, a laundry room 
and a children’s play area. Scar- 
borough has 375 hotels and guest- 


wonitfor 


houses, but only three offer full 
facilities for youngsters. Tor- 


quay’s list claims that all but 90 of 


its 396 places welcome children, 
but the official guide shows that 
only 52 offer baby-minding and 
only 18 provide anything more. 

Says Raymond Roberts, of the 
planning division of Golden Rail 
Holidays: ‘Nine of the 21 places 
we offer at Bournemouth bar 
children below a specified age. Of 
the remaining 12, just four pro- 
vide a playroom, and only seven 
have a baby-listening service. 
Many hotels, in my view, pre- 
sume that guests’ children disap- 
pear after breakfast.’ 

A spokesman for another major 
operator tells DRIVE: ‘About a 
quarter of the hotels we've 
inspected merely pay lip-service 
to the idea of catering for chil- 
dren. In many cases, parents are 
made to feel awkward and 
uncomfortable — especially at 
meal times. As for hotels that 
refuse to take youngsters, I can 
only say that they’re lucky to 
have sufficient customers to stay 
in business. But if they don’t 
change their tune, will they still be 
around in a few years’ time?’ 

Says Nancy Downing, of the 
Best-Western hotel-booking 
company: ‘Only about a third of 
the hotels that we’ve ever consi- 
dered could: be regarded as chil- 
dren’s paradises.’ 

Homers Hotel, in Torquay, 
explains the problem. Says a 
spokesperson: ‘We used to take a 
lot of children, but received a 
number of complaints about noise 
and bad behaviour. We now ban 
under-fives, and have only two 
family bedrooms. 

“We allow a third off for chil- 
dren who stay in these with their 
parents, but we don’t offer meal 
concessions. When the weather is 
bad, the children are allowed to 
play in the family bedrooms, 
where they can also watch colour 
TV. But usually we find that par- 
ents prefer to take their young- 
sters out; most people arrive in 
their own cars these days.’ 

In contrast, the Ivyside, at 


‘Coo-ee, Mr Watson. You're lift’s here.’ 


Westgate-on-Sea, Kent, bends 
over backwards to accommodate 
children. ‘We regularly have 60a 
week,’ says a spokesperson. 
‘And we put on a lot of things for 
them in the belief that if the 
youngsters aren’t happy, then 
neither are the parents.’ 

Which shows that youngsters 
and the not-so-young can mix... 


Beginner’s luck 

THE AA IS doing its bit to cut the 
high accident rate among motor- 
cyclists — by offering an insur- 
ance bonus that encourages 
beginners to take a training 
course. If novices can present a 
recognised proficiency certificate 
at the time of application, they 
will not be charged the normal 
50% premium loading. 

The move has brought praise 
from the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents. Says 
spokesman Geoff Large: ‘Any- 
thing that can spur youngsters to 
get proper training is welcomed 
as a Step in the right direction.’ 

In fact, this scheme is just one 
of several incentives in a new 
multi-benefit plan for motor- 
cyclists from AA Insurance Ser- 
vices, which, as the nation’s big- 
gest motor-insurance broker, has 
obtained a highly competitive 
combination. of low premium 
rates from five insurers. 

Other advantages include: a 
40% no-claims discount, rising to 
50% if a rider doubles the normal 
policy damage excess; and free 
cover on any additional machine 
owned by the insured. Apply to 
any AA office for further details. 


Beta particles 

LANCIA LOVERS Ought to develop 
long memories of the rusting Beta 
affair, or risk expensive trouble in 
the future. For no faulty car recall 
has yet been 100% successful in 
Britain, and Lancia’s is likely to 
be no exception. 

To recap: Lancia, with the aid 
of the Swansea-based DVLC 
computer, has been contacting 
40,000 British owners of Betas 
manufactured since 1973, advis- 
ing them to take their cars to Lan- 
cia dealers for inspection. This 
follows the discovery of rusty 
subframe mountings which, says 
Lancia, could render the model 
unroadworthy. The British 
Safety Council’s opinion is that 
they could prove a ‘serious safety 
defect’. 

It seems that only Series-1 
Betas are affected. They were 
discontinued in 1976, but Lancia 
is seeking to examine every Beta 
sold in the UK to ‘remove any 
doubts’ and to help ensure that 
defective cars do not slip through 
the net. Where possible, dealers 
repair the corrosion damage, or 
offer part-exchange on another 
car. Ifit is accepted, the defective 


‘ ‘ 


Beta is sent for destruction at a 
specially-appointed scrapyard. 
Lancia is reluctant to entertain 
straight cash settlements, but 
says that it will treat any such 
request on the merit of the case. 
Lancia’s efforts appear to pre- 
vent any possibility of faulty 
Betas appearing on the used-car 
market. Unfortunately, this may 
not be the case, sO DRIVE’Ss advice 
is to tread warily when consider- 
ing buying a secondhand Beta, 
after the headlines have faded. 
Inevitably, some suspect Betas 
will go undetected by the compu- 
ter, and, as a recent incident 
shows, there’s no guarantee that 
the MoT test will find them. A 
Beta that burst into flames in 
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Northampton in April, when its 
engine fell out, had recently pas- 
sed its MoT ... Apparently, a 
Lancia dealer had faulted the car 
a fortnight after its MoT because 
of its rusty engine mountings, but 
the owner chose to have the car 
repaired by a non-Lancia garage. 
So it seems that the quality of 
repair is yet another potential 
hazard that faces the secondhand 
Beta buyer. 

Not surprisingly, the bottom 
has also fallen out of the Lancia 
used-car market. But, as time 
goes by, and the Beta’s bad repu- 
tation fades, its value could 
recover. And it might just be that 
someone, somewhere, is taking 
advantage of the current slump by 


THIS SMART eyebrow-raiser from Ford’s styling studios could be 


production within five years. Designed for the US market, the compac 
front-wheel-drive, five-door family saloon prototype embodies ligh 
weight materials which, together with aerodynamic shape, are aimed ; 
improving performance, high-speed stability, and fuel efficienc 


What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 
tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 
manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the cheque you can expect to write to put your new Mini or Rolls on the road, 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and delivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 
DRIVE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members can 
apply to their regional AA office — address in Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price-guide, Fanum House, 
Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles. 


DRIVE/AA 
Model Manual Auto Road Test 
AC (14 dealers) 
3000ME 13450 — 
ALFA ROMEO (142 dealers) 
Alfasud Super 
1.3 (1350) 4160 — D5/78 
Super 1.5 4360 — 
Ti 1.5 4360 — 06/79 
Sprint Veloce 5460 — 
Giulietta 1.6 5160 — D25/79 
1.8 5460 — 
2000L 6060 — 
GTV2000 6860 — 
GTV2000SE so058 — 
ASTON MARTIN (28 dealers) 
v8 34617 34617 
V8 Vantage 37118 — 
V8 Volante 42618 42618 
Lagonda _ 50052 
AUDI (359 dealers) 
80LS 5519 5873 
GLS 6018 6371 D18/79 
GLE 7226 — 
100 Avant L 6317 — 
L5S 6821 7379 
GL 5S 7575 8132 
L5D 7635 — 
AvantGL5S 7762 8320 RI176 
GL 5E 7979 8538 £D8/78 
CD 5E — 9992 
AvantCD5E — 10459 
200 5T 13081 13081 
AUSTIN-MORRIS (1850 dealers) 
Mini 850 City 2785 — RTR340 
850 Super 2942 — 
1000 Super 3017 3464 #£D3/78 
Clubman 
(1098cc) 3326 — RTR410 
Clubman 
(998cc) —_ 3773 
estate 
(1098cc) 3607 — 
estate 
(998cc) — 4054 
1275GT 3720 — 
Allegro 1100 3350 — 
Mk31.14dr 3480 — 
1300 2dr 3476 3923 
4dr 3606 4053 
1300L 2dr 3851 — 
4dr 3955 4360 
1300HL 4dr 4321 4768 
1300 estate 3854 4301 
1300L estate 4130 4577 8014A 
1500L 4dr 4056 — 
1500L estate 4304 — D9/79 
4 


1500HL 4dr 4494 — 
1750L 4dr _ 4497 
1750L estate — 4745 
1750HL 4dr 4660 4935 Ai182 
1750HL estate 5087 5492 
Vanden Plas 
1500 4dr 5395 5836 
Marina 1300 3326 ~— 
4dr 3354 — 
1300L 2dr 3479 oni 
4dr 3572 3977 #RTR392 
1300HL 4dr 4362 4767 
1300 estate 4196 — 
1700 4dr 3981 — 
1700L 4dr 4224 4629 
1700HL 4dr 4661 5066 D4/79 
1700 estate 4447 — 
1700L estate 4689 5094 
1700HL estate 5087 5492 
Maxi 1750 4541 5018 =RTR263 
1750HL 4801 5278 
1750HLS 4931 — 805 
Princess 1700L 4588 5093 
1700HL 5025 5530 
1700HLS 5508 6013 
2000HL 5300 5805 
2000HLS 5781 6286 
2200HLS 6281 6786 D11/78 
BENTLEY (77 dealers) 
T2 Series _ 42141 
Corniche _ 62659 
Convertible — 66547 
BMW (144 dealers) 
316 5576 — Ri149 
320 7011 £7471 
323i 8146 8606 D12/79 
518 7206 — 
520 8371 9081 D11/78 
525 9546 10081 
528i 10816 11331 
728i 12656 13171 
732i 14546 15061 
735) 16396 16756 
735i Special 17350 17710 
635CSi 19171 19171 
BRISTOL (0 dealers) 
412 S2 
convertible- 
saloon — 32827 
412/S3 
Beaufighter — 38108 
603 S2 — 39328 
BUICK (5 dealers) 
Century — 9588 
CADILLAC (5 dealers) 
Seville Elegante — 21779 
Elegante (Ihd) — 19406 
Seville _ 18372 
Seville (Ihd) — 15999 
Fleetwood 


Brougham 
d'Elegance a 


15879 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 


Super Seven TC 5804 
1600GT 5083 


CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 


Caprice Classic — 
Classic (Ihd) — 
Classic estate — 
Classic estate 

(Ihd) — 

Monte Carlo 

coupe _— 
Corvette (ihd) 


CITROEN (271 dealers) 


2CV6 2449 
Dyane 2693 
Visa Club 3380 
Super 3709 
GS 3747 
estate 4003 
GS 1220 Club 3776 
Pallas 4192 
estate 4031 
GSA (1299cc) 
Club 4365 
Pallas 4718 
estate 4587 
CX Reflex 5743 
Athena 6721 
2400 Pallas 7667 
2500 Diesel 
Super 7245 
Diesel Pallas 7867 
2400 Pallas 
Injection — 
GTi 8347 
Prestige 
Injection _ 
2400 Super 
estate 7165 
5-speed 7300 
2500 Diesel 
Super estate 7568 
5-speed 7704 
Familiale 2400 
Super 7294 
5-speed 7430 
2500 Diesel 7695 
5-speed 7831 


COLT (280 dealers) 
GLX 3dr 


hatchback 4059 
GLX 5dr 
hatchback 4309 
Lancer 1400GLX 4459 
1600GSR 4859 
Celeste 1600ST 4559 
GS 4719 
2000GT 5059 


Sigma 1600GL 4719 


R118 
D1/79 


RTR384 


D8/79 


D5/78 


2000GLX 5359 5704 RTR43 
estate 5959 — 
Sapporo 2000 6659. 7004 
DIAHATSU (85 dealers) 
F20 soft top 5330 — 
hard top 5496 — 
F50 soft top 
(diesel) 5781 — 
hard top 
(diesel) . 5947 — 
Charade XG 3111 _ 
XTE ? 3481 — 
DATSUN (400 dealers) 
New Cherry 1.0 i 
3dr hatchback 2907 — R179 
1.0GL 3dr 3187 — RI179 
1.0GL 4dr > 
saloon 3251 — RI179 
1.2GL 5dr 
hatchback 3386 — 
1.0GL 5dr ' 
estate 3467 — R179 : 
1.2GL 3dr 
coupe 3661 — RiN179 
Sunny 1.2GL . 
2dr . 3439 — 
1.2GL 4dr 3540 — 
1.4GL 2dr — 3911 
14GL4dr 0 — 4002 | 
1.2GLestate 3788 — 
1.4GL fastback 
estate 40s9.  — 
1.4GL hatchback 
coupe 388s) — 
Violet 140J Mk 3 3833.  — 
160J Mk 3 3916 4214 
160J SSS j 
hatchback ‘ 
coupe 4401 — 
1.4GL 3937 — 
1.6GL 4027 4325 ‘ 
1.6GL SSS : 
hatchback 
coupe 4511 — 
Bluebird 1.6GL 4132 — 
1.8GL 4240 4538 
1.8GL estate 4640 — 
1.8GL coupé 4740 5038 
Laurel 2litre 5638 5978 
2.4litre 6338 6678 7 
Skyline 240K 
coupé 6903 7243 
2.4litre 7290 - 7630 
280C 2.8litre 7838 8178 
2.8litre estate 7838 8178 
280ZX 2-seater 8770 9110 
2+2 9724 10064 
DE TOMASO (2 dealers) 
Pantera GTS 23003 — 
Longchamp _ 27027 
Deauville _ 30154 
FERRARI (19 dealers) 
Dino 308GT4 17652 — 
308GTB 19181 — 
308GTS 20019 — 
400GT 31926 31926 
512B 33198 — 
FIAT (400 dealers) 
126 2232 — 
de Ville 2450 — 
127 9OOL 2dr 3010 
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aguar recall 

BL CARS IS RECALLING 729 
jaguar-Daimler SIII 4.2 saloons 
for an adjustment to the fuel fil- 
rer’s bracket. The models 
affected, all manufactured in 
1979, have vehicle identification 
numbers from 309166-310613. 


Smash and grab 
DRIVE’S INVESTIGATION On page 
32 shows how get- -rich-quick car 
‘epairers can help to raise insur- 
ance premiums. Now the gov- 
=rnment threatens to do the same 
dy putting up emergency hospital 
reatment charges for motorists. 
An injured driver is billed by 


1050L 3dr 3210 — 
1050CL 3dr 3423. — RTR429 
Sport ° 3781 — 809 
128 1300CL 3514 — RTR402 
SL estate 3781 — 
X1/9 1500 5694 — D14/79 
Mirafiori 1300CL 3986 — 
4dr 4115 — 
4600CL 4dr 4510 4837 
estate 4761 5064 RTR412 
Supermirafiori ‘ 
1600TC 5035 5362 D10/78(A) 
estate 5219 5546 
Mirafiori Sport 5609 — 
132 2litre 5903 6244 D12/78 
Bellini 6124 6463 
Strada 65L 
1300 3dr 3519 — 
65L 1300 5dr 3637 — 
65CL 1300 3dr 3804. — 
65CL 1300 5dr 3940 — 
75CL 1500 3dr 4239 4578 
75CL 1500 5dr 4359 4668 D17/79 
FORD (1241 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 3209 — RTR417 
1100 3374 — 
950 (45bhp) 3565 — D16/79 
1100L 3736 — 
1100GL 3985 — 
1300GL 4199 — 
1100S 4089 — 
1300S 4298 — RI181 
1100 Ghia 4380 — RI170 
1300 Ghia 4589 — 
Escort 1100 
Popular 2dr 3311 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 3417 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3545 — 
1300 Popular 
2dr 3452 — 
1300 Popular 
Plus’ 3549 — D4/78 
1300 Popular 
_ Plus 4dr 3684 — 
- -1100L 3675 — 
— 1100L 4dr 3814. — 
— 1300L 3918 4304 
— 1300L 4dr 3928 4314 
| 1600L 4142 4528 
— 1300GL 4066 4452 
1300GL 4dr 4206 4592 
~ 1600GL 4430 4816 
- 1300 Sport 4367 — 
1600 Sport 4499 — 
1300 Ghia 4595 — 
_ 1300 Ghia 4dr 4735 
1600 Ghia 4857 5243 04/79 
1100 estate 3640 — 
— 1300 estate 3830 — 
 1300L estate 4195 4581 
_ 1300GL estate 4562 4948 
- RS2000 5126 — 
Cortina 1300 3882 — 
1300 4dr 4017 
1600 4241 4627 
~ 1300L . 4211 — RTR372 
 1300L 4dr 4354 — 
— 1600L 4576 4962 D22/79 
5074 
5330 5716 
5994 R183 
5794 


| nee Health Department for his 


treatment. He then passes the 


invoice on to his insurance com- © 


pany, which pays and, to cover its 
costs, increases premiums the fol- 
lowing year. The circle has been 
made more vicious by Whitehall 
raising the maximum inpatient bill 
from £200 to a staggering £1250, 
which, say the insurance com- 
panies, is going to put up 
premiums by 212%. | 

Motorists won’t be receiving 
any extra service in return for 
their increased premiums. The 
number of accident -and 
emergency hospitals with special- 
ist consultants has remained vir- 
tually unchanged since DRIVE’S 
investigation into the shortcom- 


2300 Ghia 6622 7008 
1600 estate 4661 5047 
1600L estate 5120 5506 
1600GL estate 5538 5924 
2000GL estate 5803 6189 RTR413 
2300GL estate 6464 6850 
1600 Ghia 
estate 6251 6637 
2000 Ghia 
estate 6414 6800 
2300 Ghia 
estate 7075 7461 
Capri 1300L 4291 — RTR373 
1600L 4513 4899 
1600GL 4876 5262 RTR342 
2000GL 5171 5557 
1600S 5543 — 
2000S 5776 — RI166 
3000S 6211 — 
2000 Ghia 6406 6792 
3000 Ghia — 7251 = Rli14 
Granada 2000L 6140 6610 Al128 
2300L 6787 7257 
2300GL 8154 8624 
2800GL — 8769 
2800iGLS 9430 9900 
2300 Ghia 9434 9904 
2800 Ghia _— 10062 
2800i Ghia 10508 10978 802(A) 
2000L estate 6714 7184 
2300L estate 7365 7835 
2300GL estate 8328 8798 
’2800GL estate — 8936 D8/78(A) 
28001 GL 
estate 9584 10054 
2800 Ghia 
estate _ 10296 D8/78 
2800i Ghia 
estate 10747 11217 
2100 diesel 6311 6781 
FORD USA (14 dealers) 
Mercury Monarch 
Ghia (rhd) _— 9438 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (ihd) 7889 — 
HONDA (236 dealers) 
Civic 1300 3dr 3138 3368 
1300 5dr 3338 3568 AI155 
Accord 3dr 4338 4608 RTR420 
4dr 4528 4798 04/79 
Executive DL — 5598 
Prelude 5098 5368 806 


JAGUAR-DAIMLER (286 dealers) 


Jaguar XJ63.4 14140 14140 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 15491 15491 
XJ12 5.3 — 18308 RTR305 
XJS _ 19339 RTR394 
Daimler 
Sovereign 4.2 16485 16485 
Double Six .— 19297 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 20688 
Double-Six 
Vanden Plas _ 25147 
po en PS Shah toe 1 ee See 
JEEP (85 dealers) 
CJ7 soft top 5663 — 
hard top 6078 — 
Renegade 
soft top 7207 — 
hard top 7580 — 
CJ Golden Eagle 7207 — 
hard top 7580 — 
Cherokee 4dr 


ings of the National Health Ser- 
vice, three years ago. Only a third 
of them have accident consultants. 

In the same period, mobile 
hospital flying squads have risen 
by just four to 14 nationwide, yet 
the DHSS is still against ambu- 
lance crews being trained in 
advanced resuscitation techni- 
ques — skills that can mean the 
difference between life and death. 

Only immediate-care schemes 
run by general practitioners are 
making any significant progress. 


. According to the British Associa- 


tion for Immediate Care, there 
are now 73 mobile units around 
the country, equipped to give 
life-saving treatment at accidents. 
Typically, these are run by volun- 


(6-cyl) 10539 10759 

S (6-cyl) = 11519 

Sv8 _ 11939 02/79 
Chief V8 — 12159 

Golden Eagle — 12689 — 
LADA (200 dealers) 
1200 2601 — RIW75 

estate 2840 — 
1300 2819 — D4/79 
1500 estate 3037 — 
1600 3240 — R173 
1600ES 3640 — Ri173 
Niva 4711 — 
LANCIA (120 dealers) 
1600 5156 — 
2000 5449 5904 RI171M 
2000ES 5829 6284 
Beta coupé 5123 — 

1600 5838 — 

2000 6314 — 
Beta Spyder 

2000 6861 — 
Beta HPE 1600 6586 — 

2000 7118 — 
Gamma Berlina 8022 — 
Gran Turismo 10021 — 


LAND-ROVER (342 dealers) 


Land-Rover 5611 — RTR333 
diesel 6416 — 
Iwb 6526 — 
Iwb (diesel) 7331 — 
Iwb 6-cylinder 6641 — 
LOTUS (32 dealers) 
Elite Series 22 16312 16572 
Eclat 16012 16272 
Esprit 15121 — 
MASERATI (4 dealers) 
Merak SS 23228 — 
Kyalami 4.2 30230 
Kyalami 4.9 34229 33220 
Khamsin 34229 — 
MAZDA (230 dealers) 
1300 hatchback 3665 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3865 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 4065 — 
1400 hatch 5dr ~— 4165 
1400 estate 4065 — D10/79 
Montrose 
1600GL 4515 — 
GLS 4815 — 
2000GLS 5115 5431 023/79 
GLS coupé 5615 5965 
2000 estate 5765 6165 
RX-7 8715 — 
TWR coupe 7365 — 
MERCEDES-BENZ (98 dealers) 
200 8509 — 
200D 8840 — 
230 _ 9565 
230C 11665 
240D 9580 9692 
240D Iwb 14209 14649 
240TD estate 10939 10939 
250 — 11109 
250T _ 12254 
250 Iwb _ 14209 
300D _ 11290 


280E — 12890 D11/79 
280SE — 14573 
280CE — 14655 
280TE estate —_ 14410 
280SL _ 16715 
280SLC _ 17715 
350SE — 17006 
350SL _ 17410 
450SE _ 18254 
450SEL _ 19276 
450SL — 18606 
450SLC _— 21976 
450SEL 6.9 _— 30591 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 
4/4 1600 5782 — 
4-str 6373  — 
Plus 8 8304 — 
MG (1746 dealers) 
MG Midget 3967 — 
MGB Sports 5310 — 
MGB GT 6039 — D13/79 
OPEL (239 dealers) 
Kadett L 2dr 3623 — 
L 4dr 3768 — 
L 3dr estate 4044 — 
LS 2dr 3847 — 
LS 4dr 3994 _ 
LS 3dr 3953 — 8016 
LS 5dr 4100 — 
LS 3drestate 4334 — 
LS 5drestate 4378 — 
GL 4dr 4471 — 
GL 5dr 4574 — 
GL 5drestate 4774 — 
Berlina 4dr 4943 — 
Berlina 5dr 5025 — 
SR 4840 — 
Ascona SR 5189 — 
4dr-L 4214 -— 
4dr GL 4618 5065 
4dr GL 2.0 4851 5298 
Berlina 2.0 5428 5875 
Manta 2.0 
Berlinetta 
hatchback 6025 6472 
coupe 5889 6336 
Rekord 4dr 5612 6088 
Berlina 6134 6610 D12/78 
Berlina HL 7051 7527 
estate DL 6478 6954 
saloon DL J 
diesel 6910 7386 
estate DL 
diesel 7452 7928 
Senator 2.8S 9030 9596 
CD _ 11848 
Monza coupé 12168 12734 


tary organisations mainly funded 
by the doctors themselves. 

Meanwhile, as DRIVE reported 
in 1977, more than 1000 road 
accident victims could be dying 
unnecessarily every year for want 
of prompt resuscitation. 


The Italian job 
IN CURIOUS contradiction to its 
‘Buy British’ campaign, the suc- 
cessor to Austin-Morris’s Marina 
range is called the Morris Ital. 
The’ nine-year-old Marina 
range retires this July, to make 
way for the new Guigiaro design. 
Says a spokesman: ‘The Ital will 
be a Marina replacement — a 
straightforward, mid-range 
saloon and estate to appeal to 


PANTHER (35 Lima and 3 de Ville dealers) 


J72 4.2 24145 24568 
de Ville 5.3 
saloon _ 58400 
convertible —_ 72365 
Lima 9148 9609 
Lima Turbo 12147 — 


ee 


PEUGEOT (275 dealers) 


104ZL 3308 — 

104ZR 3639 =— 

104ZR Custom 3837 — 

104ZS 4238 — RI146 
104GL 3438 = — RTR406 
104GR 3768 — 


Onnic 


fleet buyers. That’s why we have 
been running our campaign of 
10% off Marina prices.’ 

There’s an improved engine for 
one of the Itals — probably the 
1300cc — and Austin-Morris 
promises more comfort, more 
refinement and more extras. 


Doodle bugs 

OFTEN, THEY START as doodles 
on the back of a cigarette packet, 
or on blotting paper, and ‘usually 


they fly through the letterboxes of 
the motor industry’s research 
departments. Britain’s four major 
car-producers, BL Cars, Ford, 
Talbot and General Motors, all 
receive many inventions from the 
public for consideration. 

Sadly, not one well-intentioned 
suggestion has borne fruit. Cyni- 
cal inventors insist that really 
good ideas are bought-up and 
then suppressed for sinister 
commercial reasons, or that they 
are sent back with apologies while 


they’re secretly developed, or 
filed inthe WPB... 

But, as a BL Cars spokesman 
explains: ‘In this highly tech- 
nological age, it’s most unlikely 
that laymen will come up with 
something that our boffins 
haven’t already thought of.’ 

Nevertheless, manufacturers 
welcome the public’s more- 
constructive suggestions. Says 
John Dobbs, head of General 
Motors’ new-devices_ section: 
‘My greatest fear is that someone 


- superior idea, and that I won 


USS eat ee aS SPS ae 


will come up with a fox 


hear about it. Sincerely, I want t 
see all suitable new ideas.’ 
About 100 of the 6000 ideas 
sent annually to GM are fron 
would-be British inventors. Som« 
arrive scrawled in crayon of 


school paper, others are com 
prehensive technical drawings 
and they range from fasteners tc 

flying saucers. 
‘Every submission is consi 
continued on page rT 


104SR 3915 _— RI190 
104SR Custom 4237 — 
104S 4367 — 
305GL 4168 — D9/78 
305GRS 4468 — 
305GR 4568 — D9/78 
305SR 499s — RI162 
305SR Custom 5389 — 
305GRD $291 — 019/79 
304GL estate 3920 — RTR386 
304SL estate 4217 — 
504GR 5064 5558 #£RI174M 
504GRD 5796 — RTR425 
504 estate 5573 — 
GR estate 6289 6883 ARI159 
Family estate 6669 7163 
D estate 6306 — 
Family diesel 
estate 7480 « — 
505GR 6367 6862 
SR 6892 7386 
Ti 6868 7362 
STi 7589 8084 803 
GRD 71820 — 
SRD 7706 ~— 
604SL 8779 9373 #RTR391 
Ti 10374 10838 RI167 
D Turbo 9677 — 
POLSKI FIAT (126 dealers) 
125P 2594 — RTR379 
estate 2950 — 
Polonez 3510 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
Trans-Am 
(Rhd) 12212 
PORSCHE (27 dealers) 
924 9286 9765 £D7/78 
924 Lux 9765 10143 
924 Turbo 13812 — 
911SC (coupe 
or targa) 16292 — 
911SC (sport 
coupé or targa)17537 — 
928 21910 21910 
928S 25434 25434 
Turbo 28133 28133 


PORTARO (44 dealers) 


Pampas 250D 7066 ~— 
250DL 7446 — 
250DPU 7584 — 
250DP 77330 — 
RELIANT (184, and 76 Scimitar dealers) 
Robin 850 2765 — 
estate 3015 — 
Super Robin 850 3165 — 
estate 3365 — D21/79 
Kitten DL 3447 — 
DL estate 3707 — 
Scimitar GTE 10491 10491 RTR303 
GTC 11527 11527 
RENAULT (568 dealers) 
4TL ,3153 — R161 
4GTL 3362 — 8017 
5 3142 — 
5TL 3531 — D3/78 
5GTL 3dr 3733. — R143 
5dr 3890 — 
5TS 4118 — RTR370 
5 auto _ 4222 = Rl172 
5dr — 4379 
5 Gordini 5280 — 803 
12TL 4024 — RTR385 
estate 4480 — RTR374 
14TL 3964 — RTR414 
14GTL 4159 — 


14LS 4218 — 

14TS 4600 — D6/78 

18TL 4181 — 

18TS 4592 — RI189 

18GTL 4839 

18 auto — 5269 

18GTS 5306 — 

18TL 
estate 4633 — 

18LS 
estate 4891 _ 

18TS 
estate 5086 5422 

20TL 5672 — RTR409 

20LS 6132 6468 

20TS 6850 7186 D12/78(M) 

30TS 8180 8517 = RI134(M) 

30TX 9653 9989 AIl134 

ROLLS-ROYCE (77 dealers) 

Silver Shadow ll — 42141 RTR312 

Silver Wraith | — 49628 

Corniche _ 62659 

Convertible _ 66547 

Camargue _ 76301 

ROVER-TRIUMPH (946 dealers) 

Rover 2300 6727 7182  Al186 
2600 7851 8101 £D8/78 
3500 9827 10077 RTR428&(M) 
v8s 11439 11689 

Range Rover 3.5 12947 — D2/79 

Triumph Spitfire 4454 — RTR376 
hardtop 4619 — 

Dolomite 1300 4143 — 

1500 4445 4877 RTR345 
1500HL 4945 5377 xRTR345 
1850HL 5511 5943 #RTR288 
Sprint 6685 6844 ATR332 

TR7 fixed head 6322 6601 RTR401 
drop head 6105 6384 

SAAB (201 dealers) 

99GL 2dr 5412 — 

99GL 4dr 5897 6407 

99 Turbo 2dr 8077 — 

900GL 3dr 4617 — 

900GLS 3dr 6912 7487 

900GLS 5dr 7132 7777 

900EMS 3dr 8102 — 

900GLE 5dr 9037 9027 

900 Turbo 3dr 10487 — 

900 Turbo 5dr 10887 — 

SKODA (285 dealers) 

$110R coupe 2284 — 
105S 2159 — 
105L 2353 — D1/79 
120L 2405 — 
120LE 2604 — 
120LS 2853 — R169 
_120LSE 3054 — 

SPARTAN (0 dealers) 

Sports 2dr on app- — 

2+2 lication — 

SUBARU (86 dealers) 

GLF 4133 — 

GFT coupé 4631 — 

4wd saloon 5129 — 

DL estate 4332 — 

4wd estate 5378 — 

‘SUZUKI (24 dealers) 

$C100 2660 — 

QF soft-top 3610 — 

LJU80V 4wd 3810 — 

TALBOT (650 dealers) 

Sunbeam 1.0LS 3240 — RI164 


1.3LS 3494 3889 

1.0GL 3539 — 

1.3GL 3793 4188 

1.3 Trio 3714 — 

1.6GL 3950 4345 06/78 
1.6GLS 4485 4880 

1.6Ti 4796 — 

Lotus 7335 — 

Avenger 1.3LS 3648 4043 
1.6LS 3805 4200 
1.3GL 4226 4621 
1.6GL 4383 4778 
1.3LS estate 4061 4456 
1.6LS estate 4218 4613 
1.3GL estate 4665 5060 
1.6GL estate 4822 5217 
1.6GLS estate 5014 5409 

Horizon LS 
1118cc 3683 — 
1294cc 3829 — 

GL 1118cc 4183 — D5/79 
1294cc 4328 — 

GLS 1234cc 4718 — R177 

SX 1442cc a 5350 

Alpine LS 
1294cc 4274 — R151 
1442cc 4470 — 

GL 1442cc 4956 — RTR381 
GLS 1442cc 5737 — 
SX 1592cc _ 6625 

Solara 1.3LS 4199 — 
1.6LS 4396 — 
1.6GL 4882. — 
1.6GLS 5612 — 
1.6GLS 5-speed5772 6012 

1.6SX _— 6500 

2litre 5394 5752 # RTR308 

Matra Rancho 5580 — 

TOYOTA (236 dealers) 

StarletGL 3dr 3240 — D3/79 
GL 5dr 3341 — D3/79 
1200GL 3dr 3470 — 
1200GL 5dr 3570 RI187 

Corolla 1300DX 2dr3394 3593 
1300DX 4dr 3494 3694 

1300DX Sdr estate 3724 — 

1600DX Sadr liftback4015 — 

1600SR 5 3dr 
coupé 4363 — 

Carina 1600 DL 4064 4353 D10/78 

1600DL 
estate 4324 — 

Celica 1600ST 
coupe 4543 — 

2000ST 
Liftback 4939 — RTR423 
2000XT 
Liftback 5826 6032 
2000GT 
Liftback 6144 — 

Cressida 
2000DL 4720 4995 
estate 5036 5351 

Corona GL 
Liftback 5414 5614 AI185 

Crown 2800 
Super 4dr 

saloon _ 8645 

TVR (20 dealers) 

3000M 8206 — 
convertible 8941 _ 

Taimar 9195 — D7/78 

Turbo 12206 — 
convertible 12923 — 

Taimar Turbo 13195 — 

Tamsin 13011 — 


VAUXHALL (650 dealers) _ 
Chevette E 3dr 3278 — 


L 3dr 3577 3936 
GL 3dr 3962 4321 D3/79 ~ 
E2drsaloon 3229 — : t 
E4drsaloon 3359 — 
L2drsaloon 3528 3887 b| 
L4drsaloon 3658 4017 #RTR396 
GL 4dr saloon 4043 4402 
L 3drestate 3981 4340 
E3drestate 3691 — 
Astra L estate 4563 — 
L Sdr hatchback 4381 — 
GL hatchback 4792 — 
Cavalier 1300L 4045 — 
1300L 4dr 4175 — D9/78 
1600L 4260 4707 RTR382 
1600L 4dr 4391 4838 AI163(a) 
1600GL 4dr 4820 5267 
2000GL 4dr 5072 5519 AiI152 
2000GLS 4dr 5553 6000 
1600GL 
sports hatch 5148 5595 
1600GLS 
sports hatch 5629 6076 
2000GLS 
sports hatch 5882 6329 AI184 ~ 
Carlton 2000 6043 6519 D12/78 
5dr estate 6635 7111 
Royale 2800 10290 10290 D24/79 
coupe 10837 10837 I 


ee 


VOLKSWAGEN (359 dealers) : 
Polo N900 3dr 3246 — 
L900 3dr 3569 — RTR408 
GLS 1100 3dr 3931 — RI183 

Derby 
$1100 2dr 3432 — 
LS 1100 2dr 3781 — D3/79 
GLS 1300 
2dr 4136 — RI168 
GolfN 1100 3dr 3582 — RTR411 
L 1100 5dr 4049 — RTR411 
LD (diesel) 

1500 5dr 4865 — Ri60 
LS 13003dr 4236 — bY 
GLS 1300 5dr 4703 — 

GLS 1460 5dr — 5062 D6/78 ~~ 
GTi 1600 3dr 5266 — ~~ 807 
Convertible 6983 — 

Jetta 1.3L 421i — 
GL 4647 — 
1.5LS 4731 5039 
GLS 5108 5413 

1.6GLi 6119 — 

Passat LS 1600 5202 5536 ARTR388 
GLS 1600 5dr 5631 5965 #£AI165 
LS estate 5501 5835 
GLS estate 5993 6327 
LD estate 

(diesel) 5915 6249 

Scirocco GLS 
1600 coupé 5862 6247 07/79 
GLi 6811 — 
Storm 7307 — 


VOLVO (243 dealers) 
343DL 
345DL 
244DL 
244GL 
244GLE 
244GLT 
245DL 
245GL 
245GLE 
264GL 
264GLE 
265GL 
265GLE 
262C 


D10/78 
RTR426 | 


RTR426_ 


RTR368 


|WAS FEELING 


| RUN DOWNTILLI WAS 
oO. FITTED UP WITH 
ji J A MOTORCRAFT 
We TUNE-UP KIT! 


TUNE-UP KIT 


Austin Austin Healey Sprite MkIV, Mini Cooper S MKII), 1300 GT, 1800 
Mk11, Maxi, Maxi 1500, Maxi 1750, Maxi 1750 HL,Atiegro 1485, 
1748, Mim 1275 GT 

Ford (G8) Capri GT 1498, Corsair GT 1498, Corsair V4 1662, Corsair V4 
GT 1996, Cortina Super GT 1498. Cortina Lotus 1598, Escort Twin 
Cam 1558, Zephyr Four MkIV 1996, Transit 1663—12ewt, 17cwt, 
22cwt, Transit 1996—25cwt, 30 cwt, 36 cwt 

Hiliman imp, imp Mkil, Minx Series V1, New Minx, Hunter, Mki, MkII, 
Avenger z 

Morris Mini Cooper S MkII, 1300 GT, 1860 Mkii, Marina 1800. 1800 TC 

Riley Kestrel 1300 Mk 1) 


— Motorcraft parts. 
— Keep-fit for cars. 


When your car’s performance starts going 
downhill, it’s time you got a Motorcraft Tune-Up Kit. 

Each kit contains a set of Motorcraft spark 
plugs, a contact set, feeler gauge and handy grease 
pack. You don’t need to be mechanically-minded. 
The easy-to-follow fitting instructions, included in 
the kit, will show you the way. It won’t take you long 
to bring your car back to optimum ignition 
performance. 

Motorcraft Tune-Up Kits are part of the 
Motorcraft range of over 4,000 quality parts and 
replacement kits that fit most cars and commercial 
vehicles, including imports. 

A keep-fit course with Motorcraft parts 
really works. 


To fit most cars, 
including imports. 


Se ENE: BACKED BY FORD 


Spark plugs Filters « Ignition parts + Ignition ‘tune-up’ kits « Fan belts « Wiper blades and arms + Bulbs + Cooling system parts « Antifreeze « Wheel bearings « Shock absorbers + Car care products « Batteries 


Whatever you’re thinking of buying that’s going to cost 
£200 or more you'll find it better to buy now with the help of an 
AA Members Loan. 

* You can buy now, at today’s prices. These days waiting 
while you save isn’t prudent any more. It simply means having to 
pay anew higher price... if your savings run to it. 

* You can shop around with all the advantages of paying cash. 

* You spread the cost by monthly instalments. 

* Your instalments are lower than other Mercantile Credit 
finance plans because you enjoy a special reduced rate of interest 
arranged exclusively for AA members. 

Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan 
now. We promise you a speedy answer. 


AAmembers | 


How much? How long? The minimum initial loan is £200 
and usually repayment can be spread over periods up to five years 
and even longer for more costly home improvements. 

All loans are subject to compliance with government 
controls; for example, the maximum loan on a motor car is two | 
thirds of the cost and the longest payment period is 24 months. 

Apply now. Below are tables at the current rate of interest 
which will help you decide on the loan which suits you best. 
Complete the application form opposite and post it to 
Mercantile Credit, FREEPOST, P.O. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA 
...no stamp is needed. You will receive a personal cheque within a : 
few days of your loan being approved. 


AA MEMBERS FIXED TERM LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES 


Interest on amount of loan: 1-2 years— 14.5% flat for each 12 months. 


3-5 years — 15% flat for each 12 months. 


12 Months 24 Months 36 Months 48 Months 60 Months 
Bn: True rate 29% p.a. True rate 28.5% p.a. True rate 28.5% p.a. True rate 27.5% p.a. True rate 26.5% p.a. 

to) 

loan Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly 

Interest Payment Interest Payment Interest Payment Interest Payment Interest Payment 

£ £0 £6 6p, 

1000 145.04 95.42 290.00 
950 137.80 90.65 275.44 
900 130.56 85.88 261.12 
850 123.20 81.10 246.56 
800 115.96 76.33 232,00 
750 108.72 71.56 217.44 
700 101.48 66.79 203.12 
650 94.24 62,02 188.56 
600 87.00 57.25 174.00 
550 79.76 52.48 159.44 
500 72.52 47.71 145.12 
450 65.28 42.94 130.56 
400 58.04 38.17 116.00 
360 50,80 33.40 101.44 
300 43,56 28.63 87.12 
250 36.20 23.85 72,56 
200 28,96 19.08 58.00 


Application Form 
Post to: Mercantile Credit Co. Ltd., FREEPOST, PO. Box No. 75, London WC2B 5XA. 


Surname 


First Names 


Married (] Single [_] (Tick as applicable) Date of Birth 


Nationality 


DEPT. SERIALNO. CHECK DIGIT 


cedeeanl hi haeibe Helene (ene oleae, Sites 
Ode Codes | | eee ey] 


AA Membership No. 


Are you in good health? YES [] NO[_] No. of dependent children 


Purpose of loan (give details) 


Full postal address 


Postal Code Tel. No. 


How long at present address? 


Total cost of goods or service £ 


Amount of cash required 1 


Owner [_] Tenant (_] House [_] Flat [_] Rooms [_] Living with parents [_] 


Repayment period required in months 


Profession ortrade 


Name of employer 


Business address 


{ 
| 


Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after deduction of Income Tax, 
N.H.I. Contributions, etc.) £ monthly 


Any other income £ monthly 


Please submit your latest P.60 or other annual advice or at least two 
monthly/weekly pay slips. 


How long in theiremploy? 


SIGNATURE____ 


Mortgage payments/Rent ie monthly 
Bakers Credit payments a monthly 
Bankers address (in full) Any other regular payments £ monthly 
Give details 
Do you hold a Barclaycard? YES[_]NO[] 
We submit this proposal to you for a loan of £............4. and |/we warrant the accuracy of the replies. You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you 


to consider this application and from time to time disclose to the National Credit Register details in respect of this transaction excluding any information 
relating to income. If you need to clarify any information, in the application form, or obtain my agreement to the amendment of any documents, please regard 
this as a formal request to visit me at my home. It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application without stating a reason. Membership of 
the Automobile Association or a previous or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves ensure acceptance. 


912 


DATE_ 


Mercantile Credit Company Ltd. Registered Office: Elizabethan House, Great Queen Street, London WC2B 5DP. Registered No. 290277 England. 


continued from page 6 


oe says Dobbs. ‘At the end 
of the day, the inventor is shown 
the result of any experiments. To 
date, however, none have been 
successful. The reasons are 
many: some apparently good 
ideas damage the vehicle in prac- 
tice; others have proved either 
too costly or impractical, and 
several have failed to meet their 
objectives. 

‘But I’m convinced that the day 
will come when somebody will 
dream up The Big One. When 
that happens, its creator will get 
the full backing of GM. No 
doubt, it will make him a rich man.’ 

So, carry on doodling. 


Wheeler-dealers 

STUNG BY THE record 50,400 
complaints levelled against car 
dealers last year, the Office of 
Fair Trading’s director-generat, 
Gordon Borrie, has told dealers 
to comply with their voluntary 
code of practice — or face the 
consequences. 

But what if the rogue garages 
fail to comply more-fully, taking 
as much heed of this warning as 
they have of others? Says Borrie: 
‘Unless we can demonstrate that 
self-regulation works, legislative 
controls — particularly for used 


SPOTTED IN FRANCE rec 


minimum insurance. 


ently was this economy-sized runabout, a pro- 
totype being hawked around the country in the hope of finding 
interested dealers. Called the Capucine, this petit voiture has a 150cc 
two-stroke petrol engine, two bucket seats, two forward gears plus 
reverse, and independent suspension all round. Designed to squeeze 
under French laws on taxation and licensing, the Capucine can be 
driven there by anyone from the age of 14 upwards with just the 


Offering DRIVE the British franchise, inventor and designer M Willot 
said he saw a future for Capucine throughout Europe. Declining avec 
regrets, we learnt that this 5'42ft long, plastic-bodied gadabout has a 
claimed fuel consumption of 94mpg and a top speed of about 25mph. It 
can be fitted with hand controls for the handicapped and a set of very 
low gears for mountainous regions. And the price? Even the most 
altruistic dealer would have to mark-up the Capucine to around £2500. 


cars — may well become the only 
sensible alternative.’ 

What kind of controls has he in 
mind? ‘The compulsory fitting to 
cars of tamperproof odometers, 
the obligatory handing-over of 
pre-delivery inspection checklists 
to customers, and comprehensive 
guarantees that would also have 
to spell out items not covered.: 

These measures certainly 
should put an end to ‘clocking’ 
scandals, the PDI arguments, 
and the warranty squabbles — 
when they become more substan- 
tial than a mere threat. 


Swedish star system 
SAAB-SCANIA has developed a 
new fuel system that allows petrol 
engines to run on any fuel bet- 
ween 91 and 99 octane without 
adjustment or risk of damage. 

The gadgetry, comprising sen- 
sors in the engine block and 
intake manifold, a black box anda 
special solenoid valve, enables 
the engine to think for itself, 
adjusting to the variations in 
octane from one country’s fuel to 
another. 

Planned to go into production 
early next year, the system is also 
claimed to improve fuel consump- 
tion by up to 8% and boost accel- 
eration by up to 20%. 


TALBOT’S HATCHBACK Alpine may have the versatility of a folding rear} 
seat but, according to the company’s assistant managing-director, 
Filmer Paradise, twice as many buyers will be spending their money on 
the new, booted version. 

It’s called the Talbot Solara — a new Ford Cortina rival that’s 
seeking a share of the lucrative company-car market. And, to compen-) 
sate for having no engine bigger than 1.6litre, Talbot is providing a 
second-to-none list of options. | 

Features such as electric window winders, the Talbot trip computer, | 
automatic cruise control and power steering are offered to woo the 
executive who knows that litres aren’t everything. | 

In all, seven versions of the Solara will be offered in the UK, with a) 
choice of 1.3- or 1.6litre engines, three transmissions and four trims. 

High in the Swiss Alps, DRIVE tested two top models — the 1.6 GLS: 
(£5612 on the road) and the 1.6 SX automatic (£6500 on the road), and 
they ought to make Talbot dealers jump for joy. The extra goodies are 
sure to help the car to sell in the showroom, and Solaras don’t disap-. 
point on the road, either. The ride is soft, in the French tradition, but 
handling hasn’t beem compromised in the process. Power steering 
(£273 extra on the GLS) is well-weighted, and a day at the wheel left the 
most-sensitive back among DRIVE’s car testers unscathed... 

What more could we ask? Well, in Spring sunshine the ventilation, 
system was beaten unless the car was being driven at motorway speeds. 
And if all the cruise controls are like the one we tried, Talbot has quite a 
problem. At low speeds the device played hunt-the-setting, switching 
the accelerator on and off in stomach-churning fashion. It was much) 
better at 70mph, but still couldn’t do the job as well as the driver. 

If a boot is something you regard as desirable, and you have the faith 
to believe that front-wheel-drive is here to stay, then the Talbot Solara 
has to go on your short list. It’s half British, and it isn’t half good. 


| 


Colour prejudice 

RED IS CURRENTLY the most 
popular car colour — but why? 
Well, according to Vauxhall’s 
market research, some women 
regard red as a symbol of virility, 
which makes the colour the popu- 
lar choice of men. 

Read what you like into the 
findings that, in the higher-priced 
sector of the market, red loses its 
popularity-to blue, and that many 
women drivers prefer their own 
cars to be white... 

Vauxhall says that the great 
fashion houses in Europe have a 
marked influence on motorists’ 
choice of car colours: ‘Fashion 
colours promoted by the famous 
haute couture houses tend to 
become popular on cars after a 
year or two,’ says the survey. 
‘That’s why, in recent years, there’s 
been a swing to lighter car colours, 
including earthy tones of brown, 
red and yellow.’ 


Clunk-clique 
DO YOU owe your life to the wear- 
ing of a seatbelt? If you do, you 
qualify for membership of a new, 
exclusive group: the National 
Seat Belt Survivors Club. 

Run by the Royal Society for 


10 


the Prevention of Accidents, it’s 
the latest idea to encourage more 
motorists to ‘Clunk-click every 
trip’. Says RoSPA’s road safety 
director, Mike Read: ‘Thousands 
of people involved in road acci- 
dents are alive today only 
because they were wearing their 
seatbelt. This is a way to mark the 
fact, and so encourage others to 
get into the habit.’ 

Members will receive special 
certificates and lapel badges, and 
it is hoped that they will form 
themselves into regional groups 
and launch local seatbelt-wearing 
campaigns. RoSPA estimates 
that 1000 people die and 10,000 
are seriously injured every yeaf 
through not wearing restraints. — 

Membership applications 
should be addressed to RoSPA, 
Cannon House, The Priory 
Queensway, Birmingham. 4 


Strap more children ; 
ONE WONDERS why it has taken 
Austin-Morris so long to equip its 
current Princess 2 and Allegro 3 
saloons with special rear anchor- 
ages to simplify owner- 
installation of children’s safety 
restraints. After all, the Allegro 
and Princess have been around 
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for seven and five years respec- 
tively, yet it is only now that these 
cars are being offered with the 
facility. 

Whether this welcome move 
will encourage more parents to fit 
child restraints remains to be 
seen, however. In 1978, the latest 
year for which figures are avail- 
able, more than 6000 under-nines 
were killed and seriously injured 
in cars. Yet Kangol Magnet, a 
leading manufacturer of chil- 
dren’s in-car safety systems 
recently held a survey in which 
less than 50% of the parents asked 
regularly strapped their children 
safely in. 

Britax, meanwhile, has 
recently launched a special car 
seat for handicapped children. It 
is claimed to cater for a variety of 
weights, sizes, and capabilities of 
neck and limb control. 


Civil services 

IT WAS 20 years ago that the first 
of Britain’s motorway service 
areas opened for business, beside 
the M1 at Newport Pagnell. 
Today, there are 38 — and most, 
if not all, have been targets of 
much criticism and abuse. 

But not for much longer. Soon, 
they will be almost unrecognis- 
able from the establishments that 
motorists love to hate. Some 
could even become community 
leisure centres as well, and it’s all 
thanks to a relaxation of govern- 
ment involvement. 

Until now, a large slice of the 
service area operator’s income 


was creamed-off by the Transport | 


Department as a condition of the 
franchise agreements. But 
Transport Minister Norman 
Fowler has acknowledged that 
this has meant high prices for the 
travelling public, and has now 
stopped this profit-taking. 
Operators can instead take up 
125-year leases on the sites at 
peppercorn rents, and erect post- 
ers and advance signs on the 
approach to service areas — a 
valuable concession, says Dennis 


; 


ri and Porsc 
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THE CAR that looks set to inherit the crown of the four-wheel-drive 
| Jensen FF supercar is the Audi Quattro — and the company promises 
_|that it will definitely be sold in Britain. , 

| The Quattro is claimed to be a revolutionary 140mph four-seater that 
_|shatters existing standards of roadholding, safety and fuel consumption 
for performance cars. Powered by a 200bhp turbocharged version of 
| Audi’s 2.2litre five-cylinder engine, the Quattro muscles into the league 
he supercars. 


Hearn, chairman of the Motor- 
ways Service Areas Operators’ 
Committee. ‘Business cannot be 
competitive unless it advertises,’ 
he explains. ‘Hitherto, our firms 
haven’t been allowed to display 
petrol prices. 

‘There will be a lot of new 
investment in the next three 
years, and motorists can expect 
many changes. It wouldn’t sur- 
prise me if service areas also 
became bus changeover points, 
and special outdoor amusement 
parks for children could become 
commonplace. There could even 
be cinemas. 

‘Banks, hairdressing salons, 
motor hotels, swimming pools, 
indoor sports halls, and restaur- 
ants serving Indian and Chinese 
meals are other possibilities. I can 
certainly see the day when people 
living nearby will go to their local 
service area just for a special 
evening out.’ 

Motorway service areas may 
well be graded, too, just like 
hotels. The AA is having discus- 
sions with the Transport 
Department on setting-up a rating 
system. 


Trust the Italians 
THE MOST RELIABLE Car sold in W 
Germany is the Fiat 132, accord- 
ing to the Allgemeiner Deutscher 
Automobil-Club, the country’s 
leading motoring organisation. 
In its magazine Motorwelt, 
ADAC detailed the results of an 
exhaustive study into car reliabil- 
ity over a 12,000 mile period. The 
service records of almost one mil- 
lion vehicles were studied for the 
1979 survey, and a sample of 1000 
132s were monitored from new. 


Championship golf 
RECORD SALES have been 
announced by Volkswagen for 
the first quarter of 1980. Its 
world-wide salés in the first three 
months were up 3.4% on 1979 to 
655,845 vehicles. 

And the Golf is possibly the 
fastest-selling car on the market 


today, with 3.5 million sold since 
its introduction in 1975. In 1979 it 
overtook Toyota’s Corolla as the 
world’s most-produced car, with 
an annual production of 834,000 
against 670,000 for the Corolla. 

Production of the Golf is run- 
ning at a record 4550 every work- 
ing day, and VW still can’t meet 
the demand. In Britain, 88,000 
Golfs have been sold so far, and 
for 1980 sales are expected to top 
25,000, including the booted Jetta 
version. 


Roads information 

GT BRITAIN 

Numbers in parentheses refer to 
maps in the 1980-1981 AA 
Member’s Handbook. 
Motorways open 

M8 Monkland motorway, Glas- 
gow (B7053-M73), 3 miles (48). 
Major roads open 

Bangor on Dee bypass A525, | 
mile (23); Wareham bypass A351 
(stage I), 1 mile (8); Aylsham 
bypass A140, 4 miles (29); Swal- 
lowfield bypass A33, 4 miles (9). 
OVERSEAS 

Austria Arlberg Tunnel’s special 
summer concession of single tic- 
ket use for return journeys with- 
drawn. Toll charge is $120 for car 
with or without caravan. 

France Autoroute F11, Le Mans- 
Rennes: first 39km between Le 
Mans and Thorigné-en-Charnie 
(near Vaiges) now open. Toll 
charges are F10 for car, F15 for 
car with caravan. Autoroute A71, 


NOW ALSO A 
DECORATIVE BLAC 


appearance. 


Flipper looks like a third over-rider, cannot be lost or 
stolen and fits any standard towing ball. 


Obtainable through your local stockist. In case of difficulty, 
can be supplied direct from the manufacturers. 


smarten up 


VAILABLE IN 
K CHROME FINISH 


The easy to fit Flipper springs into position over the tow 
ball; giving complete protection, and improving your car’s 


Orléans western bypass, now 
open from Orléans West to 
Olivet/la Source, linking Auto- 
route Al0 to the N20, south of 
Orléans. Toll charges are F2 for 
car, or F3 for car with caravan. 
Autoroute B31 extended by 
6.5km between Uckange and 
Knutange, bypassing Hayange. 
French summer holidays can 
cause heavy congestion on many 
roads, particularly on 5, 12, 25 
and 26 July; 1, 2, 3, 28, 29 and 30 
August; on these dates the /nfor- 
mation Bison Futé service 
centres should be consulted to 
obtain information regarding 
traffic conditions. Worst conges- 
tion is expected on 1, 2, 3 August. 
France/Italy New Fréjus Tunnel 
(Chambéry-Turin) opens at the 
end of June, between Modane 
and Bardonécchia. Tolls 
expected to be similar to the Mont 
Blanc Tunnel’s. 

Netherlands Botlek Tunnel under 
the River Oude Maas, connecting 
Autosnelweg A15, Rotterdam- 
Europoort, now open. 

Spain 17.2km section of Auto- 
pista de Navarra Al5S between 
Pamplona and Irurzun, now 
open. Toll charges PSO for car, or 
P70 for car with caravan. 
Switzerland Motorway N4 
extended 6.9km from Goldau to 
Seewen, near Schwyz. 


‘Yugoslavia Tolls increased on 


Zagreb-Karlovac E96 motorway 
to D25 for cars up to 1700cc, D30 
for cars over 1700cc. 


\ 


with a flipper! 


TRAILER 


Bradley Doublelock cquipventLtd 


VICTORIA WORKS, BINGLEY, WEST YORKSHIRE, BD16 2NH. 
TEL: BINGLEY 60414 TELEX: 517065 
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NE For the Better Deal ; 
AK The National Mail Order Division of BCR on In-Car Entertainmen 


PIONEER KE 2000 


MW/FM Stereo Radio/Cassette Player. 10 Preset touch tune 
5 FM, 5 AM Stereo Cassette Player F.Fwd and rewind. 


TRACK ONE PRICE £137.95 


Also available:- Pioneer KE2300 £145.95 Pioneer KEX 23 £179.95 (ex.amp) 


HITACHI CSK 329L 


TRACK ONE DOES IT AGAIN!! Exclusive offer to TRACK ONE CUSTOMERS LW/MW/FM Stereo radio with Auto reverse cassette 
For the ridiculous price of just £69.95 (plus p.p. £1.50) TAPE DIRECTIONAL AUTO REVERSE 3 BAND RADI with FM noise suppression. 
Just look at these features:- BALANCE INDICATION CASSETTE DECK ‘i Oo 

WAVE BAND 


CONTROL 
SELECTOR 
PROGRAM SWITCH 
TO CHANGE DIRECTION TUNING 


OF TAPE. CONTROL 
ONLY ORGEE ONLY 
£69.95 TONE CONTROL aS rari £69.95 
+ p.p.i. £1.50 FM STEREO TAPE LOCKING TAPE RELEASE LOCKING PAUSE CONTROL + p.p.i. £1.50 
INDICATOR EJECT REWIND FAST FORWARD SWITCH ‘ 
Dimensions wxhxd 180 x 51 x 160mm. Din 7500 size fit most European cars. 
STOCKS ARE LIMITED SO FIRST COME FIRST SERVED. THIS OFFER IS NOT REPEATABLE. 
PIONEER KP 88G DOLBY CASSETTE DECK WITH GM40 AMP Bi icoht atin tyne Se 
2S 


De 30s Gest ae * runnin ® 


Separate Bass : Treble controls \ 
Loudness contour switch Dolby noise reduction GM-40 
Locking fast forward and rewind Wow & Flutter 0.13% wrms. 
Freqency responses: Deck 30 - 15,000 Hz 
Amp 15 - 40,000 Hz £129.95 


ais vaakeies THE SHARP RANGE ALSO 
33 @ LW/MW/FM Stereo Radio 15 Preset Sharp RG 5804 £49.95 
o Meme me 25 MW, 5 LW, 5 FM. Self seek radio Sharp RG 5801 £57.95 
! 2 a digital fot with clock. Stereo Sharp RG 5800 £64.95 
Bg) = a Smee cassette fast forward and rewind with 
aorteeo AbSe £143.95 Sharp RG 5850 £71.25 
Graphic Equalisers Pioneer Stereo Speakers 
Motorola PS364 2x15 £42.95 TS 100 8 watt £14.50 
Pioneer AD 30 2x15 69.95 TS 121 20 watt Ultra Slim 19.95 TSX6 20 watt TSX9 40 watt 
Clarion 100 EQB 2x20 59.95 TS 160 20 watt DualCone 18.60 . Surface Mount Surface Mount 
Pioneer AD 50 2x25 119.95 TS 167 20 watt Co Axial 35.95 £49.95 £99.95 
Clarion 300 EQB 2x35 114.95 TS 168 40 watt Tri Axial 49.95 . ° 
Motorola LED PS 358 2x15 59.95 TS 106 20 watt 4” 20.95 


TS 107 4” 20 watt Dual Cone 20.95 


Telephone Orders 
CJ C] CL) 


Diners, Access, Barclaycard holders telephone 
Bracknell (0344) 55359 for express despatch. 


To TRAGK ONE 


1 Market Street, Bracknell, 
Berkshire, RG12 1JG 


Please supply: 


Qty Product Price I enclose cheque/postal order payable to ‘Track One” to the 
value of £ or charge my Access/Barclaycard/ 
Bin Gah SIbDe! . A 0.16 wis wy 00 16."@ 6, O10, 6.0) b/e. & Ole lalla By 91d. 6 BreniG, e424, Le inte tnelw alana Diners Account *Delete unapplicable 


LOE TENGE Sas Od “Nara bey iy cash eb Gets ee ccmmcga! Cons Lia eens CRE ae 


CSCC HER eee deer eer e rene nereraveseesrersevs § ev ewiseveves 


Biola wie 6s) Be 610. o eneiw a G0 kw Gree 9 616 ¢ Waleigns elwial 6p eaPi se 6 jbo ewes (BLOCK CAPITALS BLEASHI Et ee aes 


See 0 9. ORS Vie we ae 6 a0 ee 9 w 0 6) 66 4)9 Bi sie ele a) 0 9/66 eL8. ide") Oa eceuna wie eee 


Se ee a 


DAF SAH |. ve Np ‘ghels! Wn Abs ¥in'e,6 ale: Meal Lam, & wikPaanaete st cleat Mea eR CERES AAV CGI 6). )0\¢,5 cis cd a Nene PA Rtde <b een deel a a aa eee 
MR se Ae SY NOE gait St elas On ae a a DIg*n ature, -% .Fsiaksewa deel Gow s Lam Cae tas ae Rn 
Add _ P.P.&Ins £1.50 

Registered Office: Rhodron Ltd., 120 High Street, Edgeware, Middlesex 
SE MPRMRD Si iAia Bis, Fy glace «, 2 wiuha.d's win sual Sta se as Bade Registered No. 188606 


All Offers subject to availability. U.K. only. Allow 21 days for delivery. 
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IN-CAR ENTERTAINMENT — DRIVE TURNS YOU ON 


Sepa Ries aa en Se eager 


‘Tone 


Where can you \ 
find Frank Sinatra, 


the RPO, the 
Boomtown Rats 
and Janet Baker 


on ICE ?* 


OIPes 129 OY} 0} Huluse}s!| wW,| — }0INb daey noA ued, 


_]| T WAS AN electronic wave from 
|Z the Orient that washed a 


istereo set, a transistor radio and/ 


or a tape player into practically 
every home in the Western world, 
‘submerging whole segments of 
American and European indus- 
try. And that was only the first 
‘wave: the second wave from 
‘beyond the Bamboo Curtain 
‘invaded the car in a fresh bonanza 
‘of micro-electronics and stun- 
mingly sophisticated design. 
‘Today, Japan, Korea, Taiwan 
sand Hong Kong are sweeping the 
market in ICE — acronym for 
‘in-car entertainment. 


__ ICE sales top £30-40million a - 


year in Britain alone, and as the 
tegrated circuit — forbear of the 


silicon chip — usurps the transis- 
tor, there seem to be few limits to 
the technology that can be com- 
bined into a unit that will fit into a 
car facia. Whether you want to 
tap your toes in a traffic jam or 
cruise to the simulated-sound of 
the RPO in concert, there’s a set 


| to fit that slot in the facia. 


The ICE industry’s conserva- 
tive estimate is that Oriental sup- 
pliers are close to taking 75% of 
the market, leaving a quarter to be 
fought over by a clutch of Euro- 
pean firms, many of whom are 
chasing specialist requirements. 
While both Philips and Blaupunkt 
(Bosch) have relatively cheap 
sets in their ranges, they are seen 


to be in pursuit of excellence at a 


price, Radiomobile, Britain’s 
major contender, is strong on the 
mediocrity of long- and 
medium-wave pushbutton sets, 
much loved by the increasing 
number of car manufacturers fit- 
ting ICE as standard. Voxson, 
Italy’s entrant, sneaks in with the 
benefit of extractability — beauti- 
fully designed and sophisticated 
sets that beat the thief (see later). 

Can Europe compete success- 
fully against the Orient? ‘With 
great difficulty,’ replies a 
spokesman for Radiomobile. ‘As 
a major retail and original equip- 
ment manufacturer, we have to 
concentrate on the highest-selling 
original-equipment manufac- 
turer. We have had to concentrate 


ae oer ne ee ees ee, ie eae é 4 : “so P 
ES 1 Si SIRS AS aN A RR a elo ata aS SLE a Lie ae sag ela 


ON-Volume ~~ 
Pull Balance 


Contour 


| on the highest-volume sector — 


the pushbutton radio. But we 
have to make some to the sizes 
that. British car manufacturers 
have allowed for in the facia. 
These are the old, Imperial 
dimensions, rather than the com- 
pact DIN75 500 standard size to 
which many other European sets 
and some Eastern sets are made.’ 

That we are still in there fight- 
ing does, however, say something 
for European industry: Far East- 
ern radios annihilated the whole 
of the US industry some 20 years 
ago and stunned Europeans into a 
commercial coma. In the Ameri- 
can market, almost without com- 
petition, the Oriental moguls 
quickly learned the lessons of 
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miniaturising FM (VHF) radio 
and tape-playing systems — and 
with cheap labour, too. So they 
had the dual advantages of 
experience and price as Europe’s 
ICE sales developed. 


The Orient has not always had | 
the technical edge (the cassette- | 


tape system, as opposed to the 
obsolete cartridge, is essentially 
European), but it has always had 
the price advantage. And, as sets 
become more sophisticated — 
silicon-chip micro-processors to 
facilitate tuning, digital tuning 
displays and HiFi refinements 
such as the graphic equaliser and 
boost amplifier are coming in fast 


— itis that ability toassemble toa | 


keen price and command volume 


sales that keeps the Far Eastcom- | 


fortably in control. 

This commanding lead is what 
British manufacturers fear most 
in what is to be the next great 
boom in car radio — the advent of 
legal 
Channel 


Citizens Band or Open. 
two-way cCar-to-car | 


communication. The Home Sec- | 


retary has clarified the fact that 
British motorists eventually will 


be able to participate, like Europe | 
and America, but one of the | 


strongest lobbies for delay is Bri- 
tain’s radio industry itself. 


Plainly, if CB arrived tomorrow, 
structured like the US system, 
the British industry would be 
caught on yet another hop. 
While warmly welcoming the | 
chance to pitch into this new sales | 


7280 1500 


> | == 
| 


‘MEDIUM 200 


as Ce baat 


VOLUME -TONE 


rd 


ie 


‘And here is some bad news for motorists on the A1120 in 
Staffordshire: the A1120 is in Suffolk.’ 


bonanza, British radio makers are 
clawing at every possibility to 
keep out the flood of foreign sets. 
They want a two-year delay after 
all the technical details of the 
Open Channel have been sorted 


out, to allow them to design sets | 
for the market. And, most of all, | 


they want rigorous design stan- 
dards 
exclude all the present CB sets 
from Home Office approval. 
Major technical contention to 
be ironed out is the choice of 
waveband. The 27-28 megahertz 
(mHz) waveband used in the 
States and some other countries is 
implicated in interfering with air- 
to-ground radio links and televi- 
sion reception and is at present 
allocated in Britain to model air- 


1800 
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Lw 190160 
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In the beginning, there is ... 


the radio, plain’and simple. You get two 


wavebands — long and medium — five stations at the push of appropriate 
buttons and, if you want any more, you have to twiddle the knobs or whistle. 
From the top: Lucas traditional — £44.85-worth of Audio LS130; the £35- 
approx Hacker CR2 from Motoradio; and Clarion’s basic two-band from a 


range that runs all the way to. . 
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. well, see the bottom of page 19. 


laid down that would | 


craft control and hospital paging 
systems. Britain’s Home Secret- 


ary has already said it will not be | 


used for CB. 

Suprisingly, perhaps, it is the 
British companies who are 
already into two-way communi- 
cations — Motorola, Aircall, Pye 
and Stenor — who see least threat 
from the Open Channel. In fact, 
some believe there’s too much 
idle chat already on the airwaves 
used by the police, taxis and so 
on. CB would clear the air for the 
more-serious demands of their 
industry. And, besides, if the 
Home Office insists on the kind of 
technical standards for which 
British telecommunications is 
renowned, it is these companies 
that have the testing, mainte- 


. . . and then it begins to get complicated: you want to play cassettes? Luca: 
LS211 for £74.75 can be connected to an existing radio via the LS408 adaptor 
another £6.72 — or simply fitted under the facia and used on its own. 1 
automatic-reverse facility cuts out the distraction of having to turn the tap 


nance and certification wor 
shops already existing across th 
country. 

What few British drivers ma 
not realise is that CB is alread} 
with us. The Post Office ¢ 
mates that something betwee 
30,000 and 70,000 unlicens 
two-way radios are on the air] 
Britain, and prosecutions are f 
ting the 1000-a-year mark. 

Flavour of the future, with @! 
ironic touch, is the tale of Che 
terfield, Derbyshire, CB fanat 
Les Ashmore. He chased f 
gang that had stolen a mate’s 
pulling his CB club into the hu 
Mr Ashmore and friends trapp : 
the thieves by radio communica 
tion, receiving the thanks of th 
police — and a fine of £425 ff 
illegal possession of a CB set! 


Put your 
money 

where your 
speaker is 


THERE’S A GOLDEN rule to buy 
ICE equipment that applies 
many other markets: you get wh 
you pay for. Buy a£10 mono rad 
set (long-wave and medium 
wave, speakers extra), and 
might just be able to distinguis 
Terry Wogan’s brogue when tk 
car’s stationary and the engine’ 
off; and a £20 tape player will & 


i mo” 


Package deal — Duco’s £42.95 bo. 
contains the basic long-wav 
medium-wave pushbutton rad 
speaker — you need only one, 
course — and all the fittings. 
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Insist on Sharp. 
Featureforfeature, 


pound for pound, 
they’re unbeatable! 
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ddd 
Every Sharp In-Car unit, from the nice and simple 
LW/MW manual, to a sophisticated stereo radio/ 
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with the others and you'll quickly discover that 
cassette player has much more going for it, pound Sharp are, quite simply, the best value around. 


for pound, feature for feature, than any of the And when you choose a Sharp unit you can be 
others around. sure you're buying the best in terms of quality and 
Take a close look at the Sharp range and you'll reliability, because it's been made by the people 


find a host of features, like powerful output, who know just about all there is to know about 
A.N.S.S. noise reduction and the unique A.PS.S. audio technology. 


searcher that finds your favourite track at the So there are lots of very sound reasons why it's 
touch of a button. well worthwhile looking for—and listening to— 


Then compare these features, pound for pound Sharp In-Car radios and radio cassettes. 


Insist on 


SHARP 


Audio, Video, Business Systems, 
Calculators, Cash Registers, 
Copiers, Microwave Ovens. 


Sharp Electronics (UK) Limited, Sharp House, Thorp Road, Newton Heath, Manchester. M10 9BE Tel: 061-205 2333 


TUN-> 
FM MONO 


@ PIONEER 


PUSH RADIO 5 
PULL BALANCE herseraner 


TS-107. Dual cone speaker. 


NOW PIONEER MAKE AUTO-REVERSE 
A SOUND FEATURE 


Ease of operation has for a long time been the attraction of auto- 
reverse cassette decks. Provided of course the system was reliable. 

Now Pioneer introduce the KP-4800. 3 waveband FM stereo radio 
with integrated auto-reverse cassette deck. And it’s reliable. An important 
Pioneer feature. 

A special circuit guides your favourite cassettes safely through. 

And of course, with Pioneer, sound quality is always a feature. 
For example on the KP-4800 we offer an overall pe aeaey response of 
30 to 14,000 Hz. That means better bass and improved treble. 

— And that’s not all. , 

Both radio and cassette benefit from 
a Switchable loudness control. At low 
volume the human ear requires treble and 
bass frequencies to be boosted. A loudness 
control is the answer. 

But why switchable? 

Because at high sound 
levels the loudness circuit just isn’t 
needed. Particularly important when 

ata later stage you adda high power 


TS-168.3 way 
speaker system 


— i 
ees, oe tals or graphic equalizer. 

raphic equalizer booster. Max pages Aa oe But remember These sound features can 
only be fully appreciated using Pioneer speakers. As your Super Dealer 
will be glad to demonstrate. 


©) PIONEER’ 


CAR STEREO 
NOBODY DOES IT BETTER 


Pioneer High Fidelity (G.B.) Limited, Pioneer House, The Ridgeway, Iver, Buckinghamshire. 
Telephone: Iver (0753) 652222. Telex: 847533. 


ia 


7 PIONGCER 
SUPER DEALERS 


For Demonstration, 
Installation and 
After Sales Support. 


GREATER LONDON 
Atkinsons (Kensington) Ltd. at:- 

7 Pembridge Villas, WI. 82/84 New Kings Rd.,SW6. 
Car Radio Services, 1144 High Rd., N20. 
Car Radio Station at: 

60/61 Albert Embankment, SEl. 

299 Edgware Rd., W2. ; 

45 Lordship Lane, East Dulwich, SE22. 
Car Sounds, 325 London Rd., MITCHAM. 
Chelsea Car Stereo, 559 Kings Rd., Chelsea, SW6. 
Dawnfern Ltd., Auto-Audio Installations, 

The Arches, Wood Lane, W12. 
Harrow Auto Ignition, 55 Lowlands Rd., Harrow. 
Kaymar, 70 High St., Edgware. 
London Car Radio Centre at:- 

25 Taunton Place, NW1. 

Lion House, Tottenham Ct. Rd., W1. 

Hi-Fi Care, 245 Tottenham Ct. Rd., W1. 

Budget Sound, 242 Tottenham Ct. Rd., W1. 

1/2 Bensham Lane, CROYDON. 

Mr. Cad, Bromley High St., BROMLEY. 
Molson Distributors, 345/347 High Rd., ILFORD. 
Sextons I.C_E. at:- 

23 York Rd., Waterloo, SEI. 

180 Grays Inn Rd., WCl. 
Stereo City, 370 Grays Inn Rd., WCl. 
Stereo on Wheels, 22 Chiswick Lane, W4. 
Turners Car Radio, 329 Brighton Rd.. SOUTH CROYDON. 
ABERDEEN. Reids Motor Supplies. Froghall Rd., 

Roy Thomson Ltd., Cults. 
ALDERSHOT. Powell Mattia, Ash Rd. 

Roadsound, 182 Victoria Rd. 
AYR. Scotia Motor Factors, 22 Peebles St. 
BALDOCK. Baldock Car Radio Co., 3 Hitchin St. 
BASINGSTOKE. Drivesound, 193 May St., Queens Rd. 
BELFAST. Paddy Hopkirk Ltd., 20 Trench Rd., Hydepark 

Industrial Estate, Mallusk, Newtonabbey. 
BIRMINGHAM. Studio Musica, 1! The Grosvenor Centre, 

Northfield. ; 

PJ, Evans, 81-91 John Bright St. : 
BOLTON. M. Bell Electronics, | Daffodil Rd.,. Farnworth. 
BOURNEMOUTH. Autoradio, 106 Castle Lane West. 
BRADFORD. Autosound Services, 15/17 Spring Gdns, 
BRIGHTON. Dials Car Radio, 187 Lewes Rd. 
BRISTOL. R. T. Crabbe, Lawnwood Rd., Easton. 
BURNLEY. Burnley Car Radio, 392A Colne Rd. 
CARLISLE. Rickerby Ltd., Currock Rd. 
CARDIFF. B.&B. Auto Services, 4 Romilly Cres., Canton. 

Howells Garage, Newport Rd. 
CASTLEFORD. Eric Wi ey 64 Beancroft Rd. 
CHELMSFORD. Molson Distributors, 61 Broomfield Rd. 
CHESTERFIELD. Car Radio Centre, 390 Derby Rd. 
CHIPPENHAM. J. D. Stereo Centre, Station Hill. 
COLCHESTER. Essex Car Radio, 27a Nth. Station Rd. 
COLNE. Weeks & Davies, Brakel House, Khyber St. 
COVENTRY. The Parkside Garage Ltd., Warwick Rd. 
DERBY. Autolec, 234 Normanton Rd. 

W.G. Wright Auto Elect. 103 Ashbourne Rd. 


. DINNINTON. Motor Sounds, 91b Laughton Rd. 


DONCASTER. Autosound Services, Carr House Rd. 
DORCHESTER. Autoradio (VRS), North Square 
DRIFFIELD. F E. & J. Thompson, 18 Market Place. 
DUDLEY. F. H. Jennings, Cinderbank, Netherton. 
‘ Studio Musica, | The Trident Centre. 
DUNDEE.Expressignition, 49-51 QueenSt., Broughty Ferry. 
EDINBURGH. Eastern Car Radio Ltd., Costorphine Rd. 
Geo. Thomson, Rodney St. ; : 
EGHAM. Thames Car Radio, 158 High St. 
GAINSBOROUGH. Johnsons Ltd 
GLASGOW. Motorsound Ltd., Lockleven Rd. 
GLOUCESTER. Moons, Shell Show House,Eastern Ave. 
GRIMSBY. C. H. Turner, 1/5 Corporation Rd. 
GUILDFORD.. Norman Richardson, Walnut Tree Close. 
HADLEIGH. Molson Distributors, 313 London Rd. 
HASTINGS. In Car Radio, 117 Sedlescombe Rd. Nth., 
St. Leonards 
HAZELGROVE. Car Home Stereo, 219 London Rd. 
HIGH WYCOMBE. Motolec, Desborough Rd. 
HILLINGDON. S.K. Radio, 3 New Broadway. 
HOLMFIRTH. R. E. Ward, Woodhead Rd 


HUDDERSFIELD. Autosound Services,89/91 Bradford Rd. 


HULL. A.CC. Ltd., 38 Boothferry Rd 
IPSWICH. Car Radio Services, 139 London Rd. 

Ipswich Car Radio, 313 Woodbridge Rd. 

KENDAL. Andrew Brown Ltd., Wildman St. 
KIDLINGTON. Hartwells of Oxford Ltd., Oxford Rd. _ 
LEAMINGTON SPA. Clarendon Ltd., 75 Clarendon St. 
LEEDS. Autosound Services, lla Cherry Row. 

Uni-Car (Leeds) Ltd., 11 Kirkstall Rd. * 
LEICESTER. A. B. Butt Ltd., Frog Island. 

Castle Motor Co., ane Lane. 

Car Radio Services, Welford Rd. : 

LEIGHTON BUZZARD. Camden Car Radio, Lake St. 
LINCOLN. Eastern Tapes Ltd.,173 Burton Rd 
LIVERPOOL.Liverpoo! Mobile Radio,1/3 Warrenhouse Rd. 
LUTON. Motolec, Dallow Rd. 

MACCLESFIELD. Car Home Stereo, 44 Sunderland St. 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE.BritishEnginesLtd.,St. Peters. 

Dennis Car Radio, 18 Scotswood Rd. 

K.G. Metcalfe Ltd., Dinsdale Place. 

NORWICH. Norfolk Car Audio, 128 Dereham Rd. 
NOTTINGHAM. PCP Electrical, Broadholme St. 

Autosound Services, Mansfield Rd. . 

London Car Radio Centre. Leisureonics, 30 Market St. 
OLDHAM. Autosound Services, 2 Huddersfield Rd. 
OTLEY. Autosound Services, Walkergate. 

PERTH. Car Radio Services, 9 Creiff Rd. 5 
PETERBOROUGH. Auto Sound Centre, 1110 Lincoln Rd. 
PLYMOUTH. Turnbulls Garage, Bretonside. 
PORTSMOUTH. Car Entertainment, High St., Cosham. 
PRESTON. Car Radio Preston, 290 Blackpool Rd. 
READING. Motolec, London Rd, 
RIPON. Ripon Auto Electrics, Blossomgate 
ROMFORD. Molson Distributors, 187 South St. 
SALE. Car Radio Centre, 183 Washway Rd. 
SHEFFIELD. Autosound Services, 306/310 Shalesmoor. 
SHIRLEY. Studio Musica, 182 Stratford Rd. 
SLOUGH. Motolec, Kelpatrick Rd., Cippenham. 
SKIPTON. Car Radio Skipton, Devonshire Place. ! 
SOUTHAMPTON. Anglesea Car Radio, Church St.,Shirley. 
Sextons .C.E.37 BedfordRd. 
SOUTHSEA. Portsmouth Car Radio. 
Wadham Scart Waverly Rd. 
STAFFORD. G. T. Autos, Drummond Rd. 
STRETFORD. Autosound Services, 708 Chester Rd. 
STOCKPORT. TS.A. Car Radio, 33 Greek St. 

Specialized Equipment Ltd., 341 Wellington Rd. Nth. 
STOCKTON. British Engines Ltd., Portrack Lane. 
SUNDERLAND. Auto Save, 11 Windsor Terrace, G’town. 
TAUNTON. H.N. Hickley Ltd., Castle St. Tangier. 
VIRGINIA WATER. Wentworth Car Radio, 409 Stroud Rd. 
WATFORD. Auto Sound Services, 80 Queens Rd. 
WELWYN GARDEN CITY. Inca Car Audio, 

Woodhall Shopping Centre. 

WEYBRIDGE. Thames Car Radio, Westfield New Haw. 
WIRRAL. Wirral Car Radio, 2 Bermuda Rd., Moreton. 
WOKING. S.K. Radio, 45 Chobham Rd. 
WOLVERHAMPTON. Charles Clarke, Clifton St. 
WORCESTER. Mobile Electrics Ltd., Gregory's. Mill St. 
YORK. Autosound Services, Toft Green. 

E &S, Motor Accessories Ltd., 148 Micklegate. 


IN-CAR ENTERTAINMENT 


VOLUME FM/MW/LW 
SELECTOR 


FREQUENCY 
INDICATOR - 


CONTROL NEEDLE 


! 


AS BND voce: eciec 
MW/\WIFM STEREO/CASSETTE CAR STERED 


4g TAPE RUN 
Ul BEACON 


The naming of parts, Amstrad-style: the model 9060 shows most 
of the desirable features in aradio/cassette combination unit for a 
£73.18 price. Pushbutton tuning would be nice, though. . . 


ON/OFF, VOLUME TUNING 


TONF "4 Y 


Radiomobile 
4 500 400 300 2% 200 § 
200 808 1390 12008 100 | 


A Dolby System cuts background hiss from tapes — very desir- 
able on a car player, and ICE makers are rushing to fit to top 
models, suchas this Radiomobile 420... whichlacks only VHF. 
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Not much missing from the £172.39 Coburg —middle of up-market 
W German maker Blaupunkt’s range —a European-sized VHF 
medium-wave radio and tape player with automatic interference 
yuppression and filters to sharpen station selection. Top of the 
range? That's the Berlin, with controls on a stalk for fingertip 
selection, tape recorder and player... and a near-£800 price. 


VOLUME 


z 34 & BALANCE 
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CASSETTE STEREO 
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Major European maker Philips casts a wide net to catch everyone 
who wants a noise in the car. Shown here are the cheap AN192 
manual-tune radio for about £20; the push-button convenience of 
the AN381 for an extra fiver or so; the ‘six-shooter’ AN391 for 
around £32; and the AC060 add-on cassette player — about £63. 
But spend up to £450, and you can have complete HiFi sound. 
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tapes faster than your Moulinex. 
So try to afford the best-possible 
set in the category of ICE equip- 
ment that you would like. 

So what is available? Cheapest 
sets of all are the long- and 
medium-wave manually-tuned, 
monaural radios that have been 
standard on many cars over the 
last 10 years. A _ distinct 
improvement is to buy a push- 
button set, allowing you easy 
selection of up to six stations 
while on the move; budget for 
about £25 to get reasonable recep- 
tion. On top of this; you will pay 
from £2.50 for an aerial and 
around £3 for a speaker (although 
most mono sets do come equip- 
ped with one). 

The next step up is a radio with 
VHF (FM) reception. The BBC 
has now tacitly admitted that it 
underestimated the extent to 
which FM programmes would be 
received in cars. BBC VHF sign- 
als are mainly polarised in the 
horizontal plane whereas the 
majority of car aerials are verti- 
cal, and this badly affects recep- 
tion. While the BBC is now mod- 
ifying transmitters to overcome 
this problem, the IBA has always 
seen the potential for VHF ICE, 
and transmitted signals in circular 
polarisation, suitable for aerials at 
any angle. 

The BBC, too, has only Radio 
2 and 3 transmissions in stereo 
whereas all IBA transmitters are 
stereophonic. So, if you buy a 
VHF set, it is worth making the 
extra outlay on a stereo set only if 
you enjoy — and can receive — 
the kind of programmes transmit- 
ted by stereo stations. In some 
areas, there are no BBC stereo 
transmitters (or IBA stations); 
outside a 15-30-mile radius from a 
transmitter, it is impossible to get 
a good VHF reception; and most 
mountain and hill areas don’t get 
VHF signals at all. 

Still saying yes to VHF? Then 
spend at least £30 for mono recep- 
tion and a little bit more for 
stereo. Twin speakers will be 
£6-£15 on top. 

If you already have a radio and 
want to play pre-recorded or 
home-recorded tape cassettes 
(remember, to record at home 
you need a Mechanical Copyright 
Protection Society licence — 
£1.73), spend at least £30 on a 
Stereo tape player. 

The highest-value units in the 
ICE market are the so-called 
combination sets — long- and 
medium-wave and VHF radio 
(usually stereo, but occasionally 
mono only) with a _ cassette 
player. Prices start at around £55 
and, from there on, the sky is the 
limit; £500-plus sets have made 
their appearance. 

If this is your market, what are 
the best features to look for? 

On the radio, try to buy a set 
with automatic interference sup- 
pression: it won’t cut out all the 
whines, but it will improve on the 
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IN-CAR ENTERTAINMENT 


Shake your fillings with the 60w-per-channel power of the Pioneer GM120 
amplifier — overkill in a car, perhaps, but certainly a swinging addition to the 
potential of a motor-caravan or a minibus system. The price about £113.85. 


pe NELUME 
- aags—~)- TREBLE 


a 
E 
‘4 
PUGH RAcO a 
PULL BALANCE 


HiFi can, however, be recognisably radio-shaped, and Pioneer, from Japan, 


gives top value. Model KEX23 features Dolby tape player, vhfimedium-/long- 
wave radio and pre-amp. Controls fiddly but, at £264.50, one can’t complain. 


job of suppressing the car’s nor- 
mal interference. A cutout switch 
to kill stereo separation and get 
rid of the hiss accompanying poor 
stereo reception is useful, and 
pushbutton station selection is 
essential. More-expensive sets 
are self-seeking (they automati- 
cally stay tuned to the strongest 
signal) and circuits to quell the 
harsh noises of the weak stations 
heard while you are tuning to a 
strong station. 

On the tape player, the basic 
facilities will be a fast-forward 
wind and a stop/eject button. 
Expensive sets will have either 
automatic reverse (you don’t 
need to turn the tape over) or a 
fast-reverse wind. A good feature 
that is available on cheaper sets is 
automatic ejection of the cassette 
when the tape is finished. Look, 
too, for clearly marked controls 
— the larger the better: fiddling 
around with some sets while on 
the move needs tiny fingers and 
creates considerable distraction. 
Tape players usually cope adequ- 
ately with up to C-90 length cas- 
settes (45min per side), but don’t 
entrust longer tapes to them. 

The best sets of all types are 
designed to the DIN75 500 stan- 
dard size of up to 180mm wide by 
45mm high and 175mm deep, 
which will fit the facia apertures 
of most European, some British 
and a few Japanese cars. On some 
older British models, and some 
Japanese cars, there will be 
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slightly larger or smaller aper- 
tures, and you may have to search 
for a set that will fit the hole, or 
buy an adaptor kit (perhaps a 
centre-console unit), or consider 
fitting a set under the facia. 

The majority of sets sold today 
are negative polarity, for .cars 
with negative-earth battery con- 
nections. A few older cars have 
positive polarity, and DRIVE can 
find no positive-polarity sets on 
the market. If you’re a positive- 
polarity driver, you’ll most likely 
have to settle for one of the 
cheaper dual-polarity sets, none 
of which offer really good-quality 
sound performance. 


Well- 
connected 


and wired 
for sound 


ICE dealers will usually fit sets 
bought from them free of charge 
— the cost of fitting your own set 
to a car is £10-£30, depending on 
the car and the radio’s complexity 
and the number of additional 
parts required. However, most 
drivers with a little DIY experi- 
ence can make a success of the 
job themselves. 

DIY installation begins with 
plumbing-in the aerial. The best 
site on a front-engined car is at the 
rear, away from the interference 


As in home HiFi, it’s separates that 


AMPLIFIER EQUALISER 


are sweeping the stereo market. 
Motorola’s graphic equaliser and 
booster amplifier gives a car- 
manageable I15w per channel, with 
boost selection across five frequency 
bands, for a price of around £65. 


Sanyo’s FT440M Digital cassette/ 
stereo does everything but drive the 
car. As well asa digital display tuner 
that can also be controlled from a 
handy facia button, the tuning display 
doubles as the clockface. Price, £289. 


of the engine, but you will need an 
aerial extension cable. Shapely 
hatchback rears may have no 
convenient aerial site, although 
there are hi-lift aerial types for 
steeply angled bodywork. The 
alternative site is on the nearside 
front wing as far away as possible 
from the wheel’s steering and 
suspension travel. 

A hole-cutter is the best tool for 
cutting through the bodywork, 
but you can drill a ring of small 
holes and tidy up the edge with a 
rat-tail file. Protect surrounding 
paintwork with a layer or two of 
masking tape. Clean the under- 
side of the hole down to bare 
metal (petrol dissolves away 
many sealant materials) with 


coarse emery paper. After fitting — 
the aerial, retouch any areas of © 
bare metal left showing under- — 
neath with sealant. You may need > 
to drill a special hole through the © 
side of the passenger footwell into — 
the wing to take the aerial cable © 
(and power leads, if it is an elec- © 
tric type), plus the sealing grom- — 
met, but careful probing may — 
reveal the existence of a hole © 
ready-drilled. ¢ 

Choose a site for the speakers. — 
Least damage is caused by using ~ 
pod speakers on the rear parcels i 
shelf, but these don’t always give - 
the best sound reproduction. A ' 
good site is high in the door-trim ~ 
panels, in such a place that the — 
winder mechanism and _ glass ’ 
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don’t foul the speaker magnet. 
Again, you may find speaker 
holes ready under the trim panels. 
A single monaural speaker may fit 
into a position on the facia or rear 
parcels shelf designed by the car 
manufacturer. Lead the speaker 
wires over the gap between door 
and frame using a special grom- 
metted tube that prevents trap- 
ping and kinking. Most modern 
cars have existing holes suitable 
for making electrical connections 
to the doors. 

The site of the set may already 
have been chosen for you. Most 
car makers now leave a DIN-size 
aperture for ICE equipment 
somewhere on the facia or centre 
console: you simply have to 

remove a trim panel. If you do cut 
the trim, remove the minimum 
possible material: better too little 
than too much. And you .may 
need to make or buy some small 
brackets to clamp the set in the 
hole you have cut. 
Make all the electrical connec- 
tions before fitting the set. You 
can power it from the car’s fuse 
box, which has the advantage that 
the set can run when the ignition 
is off; but it also means that the set 
might be left on and flatten the 
car battery. Handiest and best 
power source is from the ignition 
switch’s accessory terminals. 
There should be a 2amp in-line 
fuse in the power lead and a 
radio-frequency choke to aid 
suppression. It is essential to 
make a good earth connection to 
the car bodywork, which will 


supplement the earthing connec- . 


‘tion of the set’s rear clamp or 
bracket. Connect up all the wires, 

fix the set in place in the aperture 
and tidy up all the wiring, secur- 
ing it in place with adhesive tape 
as far away as possible from the 
car’s main wiring loom. 

The final fitting task is to adjust 
the aerial trimmer while the radio 
is tuned to a weak medium-wave 
‘station around 200 metres 
(1600kHz). - 
And this is where the fun starts: 
you may now have the job of sup- 
_ pressing the whines and crackles 
/of interference. A high-pitched 
- whine varying with engine speed 
is from the alternator or dynamo; 
crackles that vary with engine 
‘speed are from the ignition sys- 
tem. A kit of capacitors and resis- 
' tive sparkplug caps to cure these 
two annoyances can be bought at 
most car-spares shops. Other 
‘common ills are caused by poor 
aerial earthing (check that the aer- 
‘ial mount contacts bare body 
metal); interference from the vol- 
tage stabiliser (a tick at sec 
intervals) can be cured by resiting 
the unit, earthing the car or using 
radio-frequency chokes on each 
lead to the stabiliser; and a whirr 
from the wiper motor — earth 
| the wiper-motor body with a 
/ thick lead to the car body, orusea 
| choke on every wire connected to 
the motor. 


(continued) 
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Amstrad, too, can blow your mind with a booster amplifier. 


Shown here are the 30w and 50w versions. Frankly, the CH50 with 
graphic equaliser (£64.70) would rattle loose the car trim, but the 
more-modest CH30 at £41.81 will win the battle with most engines. 


third 
dimension 


No matter how good your radio, tiny speakers mean poor bass- 
note reproduction. Lucas adds growl with £21.85 Third Dimen- 
sion —an extra amplifier'and speaker compatible with all sets. 


M- TUNING 
STEREO 
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§30 700 900 1300 1600 KHe 
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AITO TUN 


You can take it from the top, with a racked set of Clarion sepa- 
rates to rival the sound in the best of HiFi homes. Fit the set in 
your car or motor-caravan (if you have room). 


to “DRIVE” 
Readers (Valid 
to 30th September 1980) 


TRANSOUND 


THE BEST PRICES 
RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE 
OPEN EVERY DAY INCLUDING 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 


JUST SOME EXAMPLES 
exclusive of VAT 


SOP GAM ea: fetcl ceca Mehenecretaeae 
SOS EDA Grapnic: whee sigue arent 


PIONEER 


TELEPHONE 
FOR OUR BEST PRICE 
WE BEAT THE REST! 


All makes in stock 
Speakers, Boosters, Graphics, Aerials, Alarms 
IMMEDIATE WHILE-U-WAIT FITTING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
Add 15% VAT to all prices — p & p £1.50 
Cheques etc payable to ‘’Sound Deals Ltd”. 


Car alarms supplied and fitted 


TRAN SOUND 


570 Wilmslow Road, Withington 
MANCHESTER 20 
(Next to Christie Hospital) 
061-445-0250 


Phone Credit Card No. for rapid despatch 
061-434-6890 


BARCLAY- 
VISA 
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IN-CAR ENTERTAINMENT 


Don’t let 
them take 


it out 
on you 


A DRIVE REPORTER once pulled 
up at a Swiss hotel for the night. 
On hearing that he had come from 
Italy, the hotelier dashed to the 
window in mock horror, surveyed 
the carpark and exclaimed: ‘So, 
you still have a car!’ 

It really is that bad in Italy, 
which suffers the highest rate of 
car crime in Europe. Owners 
have only a 1-in-3 chance of driv- 
ing for three years without a 
break-in by thieves whose main 
target is inevitably the radio or 
tape player. Working with savage 
precision, they withdraw the bar- 
rel of the door lock to gain access 
and then attack the facia with 
shears, removing the whole sec- 
tion of plastic or metal on which 
the set is mounted. 

It’s a spectacular and rising 
rate of crime that has given birth 
to a new generation of ICE sets 
and accessory equipment — the 
‘extractable’. 

Successfully exploited by a 
leading Italian manufacturer, 
Voxson, the extractable ICE unit 
consists of a carriage mounted in 
the facia, to which the normal 
electrical connections are made, 
then a self-contained radio or tape 
player ‘plugs’ into this special 
socket. When you leave the car, 
you simply slide out the set and 
take it with you, leaving nothing 
more than a gaping hole to tempt 
the thief. 

In Gt Britain, the situation is 
nowhere near as bad as in Italy. 
The Home Office records some 
300,000 thefts from cars a year, 
over a fifth of them in the Met- 
ropolitan Police area. The 
number of crimes in which the 
prime target is the ICE equipment 
are not recorded, but the statisti- 
cians agree that, as the value of 
the radios and tape players rises, 
so, too, do the number of 
attempts to steal them. 

Whereas, in Italy, several 
manufacturers sell extractable 
sets to combat theft, Voxson 
alone has a complete range of 
radios and tape players on the UK 
market. In fact, the only alterna- 
tive extractable set that DRIVE has 
found is a Unipart model billed as 
a car portable (it incorporates a 
speaker and battery pack to oper- 
ate outside the car) with long- and 
medium-wave reception. 

Sharing a market lead with 
Voxson in Italy is a system of 
components which can give most 
radio, tape and combination units 
built to the European standard 
DIN75 500 sizes the benefit of 
extractability. Now available 
here from Autosonik Radio 
Equipment, the kit to make a 
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Stereo Cassette 


are ht es 


You can take it with you —extractability to beat the HiFi thief is 
Voxson’s trump card. The Indianapolis — VHF medium-wave 


radio and player is £229.95 — worth unplugging from the facia. 


Voxson’s £40.25 midget medium-wave Tanga —just 3in long — 
clips into a carriage in the car, or can be used in the home witha 


special unit — around £30. Fun, but no great shakes as HiFi. 


Top ICE units usually come minus speakers — you choose what 
you can afford and will fit your car. Sound Barrier’s twins with 
minute integral tweeters will cost around £22. 


Close to the speaker ultimate — near-HiFi sound from the 


three-way infinite-baffle design of Eagle International’s CX990 
. to tempt thieves. 


£35 pair. May just fit your rear shelf . . 
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See the full range of 
Clarion‘in-car’ products 
at your local stockist. 


oo 
Hortwells of Bath 0225-312774 
Bedfordshire 


Bedford 
Express Ignition 0234-50601 
Marshalls (Cambridge) Lid. 0234-55221 


Leighton Buzzard 
Camden Motors 0525-372041 


Luton 
Motolec 0582-23890 
Berkshire 


Bracknell 
Berkshire Cor Radio 0344-25619 
Readi 


Berkshire Car Radio 0734-481316 
Motolec 0734-594826 


Motolec 06286-621 | 
Buckinghamshire 


High Wycombe 
Motolec 0494-37642 
Cambridgeshire 


Cambridge 

Marshalls of Cambridge Lid. 0223-49211 
Marshalls (Cambridge) Ltd. 0223-62211 
Leyland Car Centre 0223-65) 11 
Peterborough 

Autosound Centre 0733-71723 
Marshalls (Cambridge) Lid, 0733-66011 


Cheshire 

Chester 

Corsound 0244-311377 

James Edwards (Chester) Lid. 0270-63151 


Sole 
Car Radio Centre (Sale) 061-973 1017 
Stockport 


TS.A Car Radio Services 061-480 3558 
Cleveland 


rem Durkin 0642-482943 © 


Cornwall 

St. Agnes 

Ken Lord Car Radio Services 
087255-2044 


Cumbria 


Carlisle 
Autosound Lid 0228-25432 
Devon 


Paignton 
Steele's Car Radio Services 0803-557742 


Plymouth 
Car Radio (Plymouth) Ltd. 0752-69097 


Dorset 

Bournemouth 

Autoradio (VRS) Lid. 0202-51122) 
Servu Ltd 0202-291724 


Dorchester 
Autoradio (VRS) Lid 0306-5012 
Ferndown 


Ferndown Car Radio Service 
0202-876007 


Poole 
Servu Lid 02013-3191 
jourh 


Servu Motor Accessories Ltd 
0305-782888 


Essex 

Cheimsford 

Molson Distributors 0245-57402 
Colchester 

Nee Cor Radio 0206-67599 


rays 

Molson Distributors 0375-31900 
Hadleigh 

Molson Distributors 0702-555105 


Harlow 

Auto-Elec 0279-36664 

Iifor 

Molson Distributors 01-553 1966 
Romford 


Molson Distributors 0708-41058 


Gloucestershire 
Gloucester 
Moons of Gloucester 0452-33930 


Hampshire 

Alders! 

Roadsound 0252-3131 13 

Basingstoke 

Drivesound 0256-3445 

Fleet 

Smith Bios Sox Ltd. 025-14-22300 
Portsmou 


HR night'0705- 26110 
Hertfordshire 
Baldock 
Baldock Car Radio Centre 
0992-893198 
Watford 
Autosound (Watford) Lid 0923-31358 
gant 

‘omley 
we Cad 01-460 2113 
Canterbury 
Tune-In 0227- 69488 
Faversham 
Motorcare 079-582 4948 
Tunbridge Wells 
Road Radio 0892-37161 


Lancashire 

Accrington 

Moving Sound 0254-393331 
Blackburn 

Car Radio Installations 0254-670301 
Garstang Cor Radio 0254-2675 
Colne 

Weeks Davies 0282-86188 
Farnworth 

Bell Electronics 0204-7728) 
Oldham 

Autosound Services 061-624 1950 
Preston 


Car Radio (Preston) 0772-716262 
Mobile Radio (Preston) 0772-58775 


Lincolnshire 

Boston 

JG. Woodthorpe 0205-65608 
Cleethorpes 

Tory Bond 0472-42653 

u 


in 
Eastern Tapes 0522-23067 
Leicestershire 


Leicester 
Car Entertainment Services 0533-66028) 
Castle Motors 0533-61501 


London 

E 

Paragon Auto Electrics 01-985 3656 
N12. 


Cor hy Services (Finchley) 
01-445 1022 


N.17 
R's Electrics 01-808 1498 
N.20 


Car Radio Rage! (Finchley) 
01-445 102 


NWI. 

London Car Radio Centre 01-262 3012 
N.W.4 

Henley (London) Lid 01-200 6555 

NW. 

Mach 1 01-456 5544 

Car Radio Station 01-622 3703 

S.E.19. 

Sounds Fantastic 01-659 3022 

$.E.22. 

Car Radio Station 01-693 8201 

w.1. 

Budge! Sound Systems 01-636 5975 

Hi-FiCare 01-637 891 

Lion House 1- 380 7363 

Harton Motors 01-723 0022 

Slereo-On-Wheels 01-994 2332. 


Make Wells Cor Stereo Systems 
01-381 4742 


Manchester 

Davyhulme 

Carmasters 061-747 8343 
Rushoime 

Auto Radio Centre 061-224 5116 


Strettord 
Autosound Services 061-872 6888 
remorse 


‘ormby te Electrical Services 
o7 (0048-78528 


Liverpoot 
Auto Audio Services.051-734 1122 
Middlesex 


iitingdon 
S.K. Radio 0895-38592 
Norfolk 

Norwich 

Huntons 0603-26737 
Northamptonshire 
Northam 


pton 
Funkshun 0604-34100 
Motor-Sound Services 0604-27405 


Nottinghamshire 


jewark 
non Soe 0636-5086 
Noftinghar 
Car Radio Centre 0602-57349 
Leisureonics 0602-46676 


Oxfordshire 
Oxtord 


Morris Garages Ltd. 0865-77744 
Hartwells of Oxford Ltd. 
08675-4363 


Somerset 
He Bridge 
FF &F Audio Visual 0278-787857 


Yeovil 
Servu Lid 0935-23888 
ey 


foydon 
London Car Radio Centre 01-684 8336 
Turners Car Radio 01-688 2224 
Egham 
Thames Car Radio 078-43 2834 


Thames Bar Radio 0932-53131 


Woking 
SK, Radio 0486-25229 
Sussex 


Brighton 

Dials Car Radio 0273-693238 
Horsham 

FM. Car Radio 0403-69694 


St. Leonards 

In-Car Radic 0424-439335 
Staffordshire 
Stoke-On-Trent 

Chloride Goedor 0782-23236 
Smithsons 0782-315123 
Tyne & Wear 
Blaydon-On-Tyne 
Dution-Forshaw Radio Dept 
0632-44216) 


Warwickshire 


Nuneaton 

ER G Hi-Fidelity 0682-61825 
West Midlands 
Birmingham 

PJ Evans 021-643 2911 
Studio Musica 021-772 1994 
Studio Musica 021-744 5883 
Studio Musica 021-476 3973 


Coventry 

Henley (Midland) Lid. 0203-411515 
Wiltshire 

Salisbury 

Contact Electrica! 0722-4954 
Wessex Diesel Services 0722-5151) 
Swindon 

EH Bradley 0793-28131 


Worcestershire 


Dudley 
Studio Musica 0384-211438 
Yorkshire 


Bradtord 
eae Services 0274-32669 


nighous 
Sound severities 0484-718873 
Huddersfield 
Autosound Services 0484-43229 
Leeds 
Aulosound Services 0532-451695 
Unicar 0532-468408 


y 
Autosound Services 094-34-3492 
Sheffield 
Autosound Services 0742-730988 
Car Radio Services (Sheffield) 
0742-61265 
Urquharts 074 2-663652 


Skipton 
a Radio (Skipfon) 0756-4850 


Asoridse York 0904-33051 
Autosound Services 0904-58987 
Northern Ireland 

Co. Antrim 

Bromac U K. 0903-23394 

Scotland 

Aberdeen 

Lucas Service (U.K ) Lid ees 572844 
Roy Thomson 0224-861 188 


Ayr. 

Lucas Service (U K.) Lid. 0292-67132 
Dumfries 

Lucas Service (U K.) Lid. 0387-4418 
Ou 

Lucas Service (U.K.) Ltd. 0382-814929 
Dunfermline 

ard Sorvice (U.K.) Lid 0383-26079 
con pean ad Radio 031-337 7794 

Lucas Service (U K.) Lid. 031-556 9061 
Lucas Service (U.K.) Ltd. 031-337 2311 
Gordon C, Macandrew & Co. 
03)-2297257 

Eigin 

Lucas Service (U K.) Ltd. 0343-7462 

Fe 

Lucas Service (U.K.) Lid 0324-21189 
Glasgow 

Appleyard (Glasgow) L!d. 041-334 2231 
Appleyard (Glasgow) Lid. 041-954 504) 
Lucas Service (U.K) Ltd. 041-554 5896 
Lucas Service (U.K.). Ltd 041-332 6591 
Motor Sound 041-649 995) 

Hawick 

Lucas Service (U.K) Ltd. 0450-6113 
Helensburgh 

Appleyard (Glasgow) Lid 0436-3344 
Inverness 

Lucas Service (U.K ) Lid. 0463-30956 
psig Dick 0463-34422 


Klimarnock 
Appleyard (Ayrshire) Lid 0563-20221 
Lucas Service (U.K.) Lid, 0563-22255 


Kirkcaldy 

Lucas Service (U.K) Lid, 0592-3445 
eee 

Lucas Service (U.K.) Ltd. 041-889 6264 
Perth 


Car Radio Services 0738 24058 
Lucas Service (U.K.) Ltd, 0738-24183 


ee Car Radio Services 
0786-57 


Tuntft 
Lucas Service (U.K. ) Lid, 08882-2251 
Wales 


Gwent 

Cromwell Road Filling Station 0633-73813 
West Gia! 

D&MCar io 0792-24702 
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Model PE 957 


MODERN TECHNOLOGY 
IN CLASSICAL FORM 


The classical lines are there for all to admire... so, too, is the breeding. The Clarion PE 957 comes from along 
line of thoroughbreds. Its powerful chassis represents the latest thinking in in-car stereo technology. It features 
an auto-reverse cassette stereo player with MW/LW/FM stereo electronic tuner, synthesised ultra fine tuning, 
signal actuated stereo control, CZI noise prevention, F.F./Rew. lock and eject, digital quartz clock and memory... 
and one of the world’s slimmest cassette mechanisms with auto-reverse. With a choice of the finest in-car 
speakers, Clarion gives you a clarity and richness of sound equal to home-based hi-fi. 


© Clarion 


Clarion speakers: the true source of sound quality. 


See the range of superb in-car products at your local Clarion dealer — or send for full colour brochure to: 
Norse Audio Systems Ltd., Unit B, Dorcan Industrial Estate, Faraday Road, Dorcan, Swindon, SN3 5HQ. 
Telephone: (0793) 24081 /2/3. 
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radio extractable consists of a 
housing into which the set is built 
and a tray installed in the facia. 
When the unit is slotted into the 
tray, a seven-pin plug mates to 
activate the set. 

DRIVE has tested the £12 kit, 
encapsulating a Blaupunkt com- 
bination unit in the Autosonik 
Transdin 170 housing. DIY 
installers might find some difficul- 
ties in using it: on this Blaupunkt, 
at least, the set’s aerial connec- 
tion needs considerable modifica- 
tion. The result is, however, very 
neat and worthwhile to protect 
what could be some £200-worth of 
equipment. 

How far does your insurance 
cover stretch if you do have a 
theft of ICE equipment? Some 
insurers may not entertain a claim 
on a stolen radio or tape player at 
all, if a realistic value has not been 
placed on it and incorporated into 
the value of the car on the pro- 
posal form. However, the major- 
ity of insurance companies will 
cover ICE equipment, treating it 
as a fixed part of the car if it is 
specified in your initial policy 
application. 

If you have an extractable set, 
the value. of which would not be 
covered by any provision to 
insure personal effects in the car 
(usually only £50), you should 
consider adding the ICE equip- 
ment to the all-risks schedule of 
your household-contents policy, 


or asking a broker to quote for 
insurance of the equipment as a 
separate entity. This last course, 
however, can be very expensive: 
a premium quoted to DRIVE was a 
minimum of £25 a year. If the set 
is insured on your car policy, 
compensation for its theft would 
be subject to the payment of any 
excess to which you have agreed, 
and a claim would affect your 
no-claims discount. 


Sounds 
great — but 


does it 
do you good? 


ONE POSITIVE development in 
motoring over the last decade has 
been the tremendous improve- 
ment in radio traffic reporting. 
Many drivers who regularly listen 
to the car radio know the minor 


bliss of avoiding a jam thanks toa | 


timely warning between the 
records. 

On the BBC’s national chan- 
nels, which rely on _ incident 
reporting through a network of 
liaison that should have an arm in 
every police force in the country, 
the situation is improving consid- 
erably. But, by their very nature, 
the national channels can only 


.ever report conditions affecting 


considerable amounts of traffic — 


The basic aerial 


importer Brown Brothers’ manually retractable version 


with key to release the anti-vandal catch; price, £3.26. Snag is, dirt can jam the 
lock, and sections become difficult to raise/lower unless cleaned and oiled. 


Binatone’s ingenious in-line aerial sensitivity booster is claimed to bring in 
weaker stations and prevent fade. Brief experience suggests that it amplifies 
any interference, too. At £4.95, it could be a good buy for vhf fringe areas. 


aed 
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Aerial bombardmen 


usually that on the motorways. 

It’s the radio traffic reports on 
local IBA and BBC ésstations, 
especially during the morning and 
evening peaks, that are making 
city motoring significantly easier. 
Paying attention to the regular 
AA, police and reporters, con- 
tributions to the ‘drive-time’ — 
what used to be called rush-hour 
— shows can yield rich rewards in 


| Short detours around jams. 


And the biggest leap forward in 
traffic reporting is yet to come: 
the BBC’s Carfax —a network of 
local-traffic reporting transmit- 
ters, based on the present local 
radio stations could be in opera- 
tion by 1983. Broadcasting to a 


as Sa 
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t from Binatone: the conventional telescopic aerial cost 
£9.50; the semi-automatic — it has a separate switch to raise or lower th 
antenna —is £14.95; the automatic, £19.95, goes up when the radio is switched on 


"a nay ee ig 7 ee Xs f 
30-mile wide area and receive 
via a small unit in the car radi 
these stations will give periodi 
bulletins detailing jam points 
avoid or accidents that hav 
recently occurred. The system 
will be able to ‘break-in’ on any 
programme (or tape) that the 
driver is listening to, and evel 
broadcast over a set that 
switched off. Biggest improve 
ment of all on the present system 
is that police cars will carry road 
side Carfax transmitters, able t 
send messages to drivers via ¢ 
central transmission unit within j 
short range of an accident or othet 
incident. The message could give 
detour details or warnings oO} 


~ 
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NOT FOR THE DOWN-MARKET 
DASHBOARD. 


VA H Ye p  ad a ma 


Reg 


whole host of thoughtful—and highly 
advanced -— features. 

Like push-button station selection. 
Forward and rewind controls that 
lock, to leave your hands free for driving. 


But then, just look what you get 
for the money. 

Most important of all: fantastic 
stereo sound. 
Clear, undistorted, and with an 


You've just got a new car. 
And now, you have to decide how 

— to fill that hole in your dashboard. 

Or very possibly, whether to 

' replace the original radio with some- 


thing rather better. 


i Choose the Lucas LS271 Stereo 


Cassette Radio you see here, and 


you'll be a long way from choosing the 
) cheapest unit on the market. (In fact, 
it'll cost about £150, plus fitting costs.) 


excellent bass response. 


Then theres the exceptional relia- 


bility you'd expect from Lucas. 


guarantee. 


A comprehensive, 12 month 


And, of course, the LS271 offers a 


Does that other stereo radio cassette you were thinking of buying 
have all these features? 


MANUAL TAPE 
REVERSE BUTTON. 


ILLUMINATED 
CASSETTE FLAP. 


ON-OFF/VOLUME, 


{LLUMINATED WAVEBAND 
PANEL CHANGES COLOUR 
ACCORDING TO WAVEBAND 
SELECTED. 


TONE. 


-1250—1100-——— 
-300 200— 
6——100 —104-m4x:| 


AUTOMATIC AND 
MANUAL TAPE REVERSE. 


‘NOISE KILLER’ 
CIRCUIT ON FM. 


TAPE DIRECTION 
INDICATOR LIGHTS. 


LOCKING FAST FORWARD 
AND REWIND, AND 
EJECT BUTTON. 


STEREO-MONO 
OVERRIDE. 


AERIALTRIMMER 
ADJUSTABLE 
FROM FRONT. 


MANUAL TUNE. 
BALANCE. 


TAKE-OFF LEAD FOR 
ELECTRIC AERIAL. 


AUDIO POWER 6 WATTS 
PER CHANNEL. 


Auto tape reverse. A ‘noise killer’ 
circuit on FM. An illuminated cassette 
flap. And an illuminated waveband 
panel, which changes colour according 
to the waveband selected. 

Like to know more about Lucas 
audio, audio accessories and sup- 
pression equipment? 

Complete the coupon, and we'll 
send you the Lucas audio information 
pack, plus a list of our dealers. 


Please send me further facts about 
Lucas audio, plus a list of dealers. 


Name ay 
Address 


D! 7/80 


The right parts to fit. 


LUCAS ELECTRICAL LIMITED. PARTS & SERVICE DIVISION, 
GREAT HAMPTON STREET, BIRMINGHAM BI86AU. 
TELEPHONE: 021-236 5050. 23 
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Britain's 
adio Network Ai 


our Fingertips 


Until now the problem with car radios has been that 
they only let you hear half the story. Just as you reach 
the gripping part the signal fades and interference 
takes over, especially on FM broadcasts, where 
reception areas rarely span more than thirty miles, 
often far less. 


Historically, the most popular answer has been 
either to switch off and amuse youself by whistling, or 
twiddle incessantly with the tuning button in an effort to 
find the programme on MW. The first solution becomes 
predictable; the latter is positively dangerous when 
you're on the move. 


Now consider what the Voxson Indianapolis has to 
offer. In appearance it may resemble some other top 
quality car radios, with a choice of MW and FM Stereo 
wavebands. But note the eight touch buttons. And think 
about the micro-electronic memory inside. Together 
they combine to give you a unique experience — the 
ability to ‘store’ 16 different radio frequencies and 
recall each one instantly at the touch of one of the 
buttons. That’s more than any other car radio currently 
available can do. 


SO as you Move around the country and FM 
reception starts to fade, touch a button or simply switch 
to MW and hear the remainder of the story. When it’s 
finished, touch another button and you'll instantly hear 
another station altogether. 

And just in case you can find nothing of interest, 
we've incorporated a sophisticated stereo cassette 
player so that with the Voxson Indianapolis, you should 
never have to whistle. 


The Indianapolis is one of four stunning and 
sophisticated radios and combined radio/cassette 
players from Voxson, all featuring the unique 
extractable mounting system, but equally suitable for 
conventional mounting. And if you want a simple free- 
tuned combined radio/cassette player, choose the 
Voxson Nurburgring. 

Write for a full colour brochure and for the Voxson 
Guide to Radio Reception, containing details of the 
radio station frequencies throughout the UK. 


VOXSON 


Voxson Audio Limited (Dept. D ), 
Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 4RY. 
_____ Telephone (0235) 26340 


IN-CAR ENTERTAINMENT 


hazardous fumes or chemicals, 
and the unit would be in action 
almost from the moment the 
police arrived at the scene. 

Whether or not radio prog- 
rammes or tapes improve driving 
concentration and help motorists 
over the boredom peaks of 
motorway or traffic-jam driving is 
questionable. It is unfortunately 
becoming written into motoring 
lore that some noise issuing from 
the loudspeakers is bound to help, 
but there’s a large school of 
applied psychologists who main- 
tain that the ICE addition to the 
generally high noise levels of the 
driving environment is a positive 
distraction. Certainly, it is the 
type of programme listened to 
that counts. 

Lowest rating’of all for aids to 
concentration goes to broadcast 
discussions, chat-only shows and 
pre-recorded language-lesson 
tapes. To the alert and interested 
driver, the programme will be a 
distraction, demanding concen- 
tration on the discussion or lesson 
rather than on the road ahead. To 
the already-drowsy driver, the 
drone of voices becomes one 
more source of noise to shut out. 

When it comes to selecting 
music to drive by, there’s a dis- 
parity of views. That one man’s 
music is another’s noise holds 
particularly true in the car. To 
advocate the pace and vivacity of 
the William Tell overture as an 
aid to the concentration of a Pink 


WHY ARE AMC 
THE BEST CAR AUDIO® 
SPECIALISTS IN THE 


HOME COUNTIES? 
BEST DEMONSTRATION 
m AV cacivities FOR MILES 
LARGEST RANGE OF 
I.C.E. IN THE U.K. 
FAST AND RELIABLE 
FITTING SERVICE 
UNBEATABLE AFTER- 
SALES SERVICE 
| 5 PRICES TO SUIT 
ALL POCKETS 


PIONEER 


PANASONIC] SANYO 


My, 


K 
a 


£ 


Any equipment can be ruined by 
bad installation. It makes sense 
to allow our experienced fitters 
to make a first class job. 


9 
COME 
AND SEE US 
Welwyn Garden City is 


| alee ale Lleol sie) 2.4! just off the A1(M)-and FREE car 
a BLAUPUNKT SHARP] parking outside the showroom. 


OPENING TIMES Mon —Sat| 
9.15- 5.30 late Thurs until 8 p.m. 


Dept D Woodhall Shopping Centre 
WELWYN GARDEN 
PHONE (24 hrs) 
Manufacturers’ officially authorised dealers for most leading nates 
Bai 2 DR BY GS 0 ee ee ee ee es : 


All prices subject to change without prior notice and all items advertised subject to availability. 


Oe pie 


Floyd fan invites ridicule. Musi 
to drive by must tread that fine 
line between what stimulates you, 
and what relaxes you withou 
reaching the point of sleep. i 

High on the applied-— 
psychologists’ approved lists are 
those radio shows that combine 
the stimulus of chat and news 
items with a medley of all types of - 
music —just the kind of show that — 
both national and local radio put 
on in the morning- and evening- 
commuter slots. But it isn’t the | 
kind of programme that is put out” 
all day by one station, so, to stay 


CAR AUDIO® 
OF WELWYN Wl 
GARDEN CITY § 


SANT OL RHE iA Price 
# BEST PRICES... 
PIONEER KP6300 (unit only)£119.95 
or supplied and fitted. ... £159.95 


DIGITALS 
—a variety from = 
oe SHARP RG650..... £144.75 
\ 
Loop pu SANYO dlojtal 


reduced from over £290.00 
whilst limited 

ie £169.95 Stocks last 
HITACHI digital .... £199.95 


PANASONIC ....... 
CLARION 957 ...... 


Please send S.A.E. for full price 
guide sheet giving the full range of 
products we stock and supply, 
offering a total service through 


our retail showrooms/fitting 
station or our prompt mail order 
service. Mail order service: tele- 
phone our showroom for your 
individual requirements 


CITY, HERTS E 


(07073) 28079 


0 per motoring: mix. 
_ The best use of a radio or tape 
player is to provide you with 
relaxation that is in complete con- 
trast to the sights and sounds of 
the road. This is the kernel of 
many pressure groups’ objections 
to today’s motorway service 
areas: few provide the opportun- 
ity to get away from the incessant 
beat of tyre, engine, wind and 
general traffic noise. 
Neil Reynolds, self-styled 
researcher in relaxation techni- 


hop ques, sells motorists relaxation 


tapes of vocal-image-conjuring 
messages. 

He believes that more than 
half the battle against driving 
stress and fatigue is won by 
spending the odd 15min off the 
road, away from the mighty roar 
of the motorway. Here, in a quiet 
rest area or side road, you can 
switch to the programme or tape 
you most like and turn your mind 
away from the hypnotic flicker of 
white-line markings, the dazzle of 
lights and the mind-boggling stare 
into infinity. DAVID ROWLANDS 


Once you start buying ICE equipment, there is, of course, no end to the extras. 

Ford’s answer to the problem of car glovebo xes full of cassettes was acase that 
would hold up to 20 cassettes or even spray cans. If you were an early entry to 
the tape market, you may find you’ re stuck with an old but serviceable cartridge 
player. For you, Elftone Electronics has a clever converter that slots into a 
normal cartridge deck but plays cassettes. lt may project a little too far out of 
the facia for comfort, but, at £25, it’s cheaper than ditching your collection. 


KEYCARD 
DEFEATS CAR THIEVES 
FOR £15. 


How many hundreds or thousands 
of pounds is your car or motorcycle 
worth? For just £15, new Keycard 
picker eliminates the risk of it joining 
the 400,000 vehicles stolen annually. 

Keycard is igenious but simple. 
Up to three of the vital electrical 
circuits in your car or motorcycle 
are wired into a small, easily 
concealed socket. The circuits 
are only completed when 
your special Keycard key is 
inserted into the socket. 
Unplug the Keycard and the 
circuits are broken and the 
vehicle immobilised. 

Only you know which 
circuits are affected, and 
few thieves can risk 
spending hours checkin 
all the wiring. Your are 
key has one of several 
thousand possible 
configurations, and is 
almost impossible to 
duplicate. 

So here's an easy, 
effective method of thief- 
proofing your valuable 
vehicle. Re eycard is quick 


Name 


Address 


North aly Avenue, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 


(Tel: 


Please send me 
price of £15 each (to include VAT and postage). | enclose 


cheque or P/O for 
(Or, simply quote Access/Barclaycard No, _____) 


To: Sound Advice, 
Newman House, 


284-6 1352; Reg. in England No. 2389582) 
Keycard Anti-Theft System(s) at a 


payable to Sound Advice. 


to fit, effortless to use, 
and comes complete with 


(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 


spare card key and full 
instructions from Sound 
Advice, Newman House, 
Northgate Avenue, Bury 
St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 
Send for yours today. 


Please allow 21 days for delivery. If not completely satisfied 
return within 7 days for full refund. D1 


HOW QUICKLY 


CAN YOU SPEAK 


ANOTHER 
LANGUAGE? 


Very quickly: ask Linguaphone 


French? German? Why not Greek? No 
language is too difficult with the Linguaphone 
method. You LISTEN, you UNDERSTAND, 


and then you SPEAK. We have already helped 
over 4 million people speak one or more of 34 
languages — easily, quickly, at home. 


We could tell you more here, but better 
believe your ears. A FREE cassette or record 
will prove to you that learning another 
language Is easier than you thought. 


FREE CASSETTE OR RECORD 


Let us know which language you 
would like to speak by ticking the 
relevant box on the coupon below. 
Then cut out the whole coupon 
and send it to us. You will receive a 
colour brochure, full information on 
the language course of your choice 
and a FREE cassette (or record) 
revealing the secret of learning a 
language by the Linguaphone 


method. 
eS a el ee ee ee ee ee es ee ee 

Please tick: 

[_] Afrikaans [_] Finnish [_] Persian 

(_] American English [_] French (Modern) 

(J Arabic (Modern {_] German (_] Polish 

Standard [_] Greek [_] Portuguese 

(_] Arabic (Modern) (_] Russian 
(Algerian) [_] Hebrew (_] Serbo-Croat 

[_] Chinese (Modern) [_] Spanish 
(Mandarin) L] Hindi (Castilian) 

[_] Chinese (_] Icelandic [_] Spanish 
(Cantonese) [_] Indonesian Latin 

[J Czech (J Irish American) 

{_] Danish [_] Italian (_] Swahili 

{_] Dutch [_] Japanese {_] Swedish 

(_] English (For (_] Malay [_] Welsh 
Foreign Students) [_] Norwegian (J Zulu 


To: Linguaphone Institute Ltd. (Dept. DV/25) 
207-209 Regent Street, London, W1R 8AU ~ 


| want to learn a new language in my own home. Please send me, without obligation, 
your FREE brochure and cassette CJ or record CJ (please tick), that gives a complete 
explanation describing the Linguaphone Method, and a demonstration lesson in 
French LJ German LJ Spanish C) (please tick). 


RUT RA TS ISS ck te, oes ee oe a eo a Age. 
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~ RUSTTRAVELSFASTER 
THAN YOU THINK 


Don't let it reach your pocket! You can't see rust spreading under 
paint or in hidden, vital places — until it’s too late! Our trained 
operatives can — 30 years of experience in the worst of Sweden’s 
weather (and subsequently across most of the world!) gives 
us the know-how to combat rust by prevention. Visit your local 
DINITROL CENTRE and get the facts about the most thorough 
rustproofing you will find anywhere — WORLD-WIDE. 


vehicle rustproofing 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or ask the DINOL (CAR CARE)UK. LTD. 
operator to connect you to Freefone 2368 St. Peter’s House, 2 Bricket Road, 


for details of your nearest centre. St. Albans, Herts. AL1 3JW. 
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mypace ... space... pace .. 
— a phrase that can be only 
Jaguar’s. It’s a 1950s slogan, but 
its near-impossible blend of vir- 
tues is still expected of the breed 
by today’s motorists. 

A generation ago it was easier 
to achieve. Independent Jaguar 
Cars Ltd made its stalwart 
straight-six engine when exhaust 
emission controls were so much 
hot air. Then came BLMC, BL 
Ltd, Jaguar-Rover-Triumph, and 
American exhaust legislation 
that managed to maim many a 
lead-slinging limo’s performance. 

Now, for the 1980s, the name is 
Jaguar Cars once more — but has 
the big cat changed its spots? 
‘Well, the near-teenage XJ body 
has had a second beauty treat- 
ment, the near-veteran 4.2litre 
engine is fortified by fuel injec- 
tion, and the superior Daimler 
Sovereign version has obvious 


Bey! 


July/August 1980 


grace and space. DRIVE went in 
search of its legendary pace... 


How it goes 
A much-modified version of the 
electronic fuel injection used on 
the 5.3litre XJ12 is now-standard 
for this XJ4.2 — only the 3.4litre 
stays with carburettors. With 
other changes to the cylinder 
head and manifolds, power is use- 
fully improved over that of 
recent, carburetted 4.2s, though 
it’s less easy to assess how it 
compares with the original XJ6. 

DRIVE’s backnumbers revealed 
that the acceleration times of this 
new 36cwt Daimler Sovereign 
and the lighter; short-wheelbase 
Jaguar XJ6 of 10 years ago are 
only a cat’s whisker apart. This is 


es 


not bad going, particularly as our 
Daimler had the optional higher- 
ratio final drive, which favours 
fuel’economy at the expense of 
low-speed acceleration — a major 
drawback when compared to the 
BMW 735i and Rover 3500. 

Our fat cat also had to contend 
with an automatic gearbox that is 
reluctant to sprint far round the 
tachometer. Its unwillingness to 
change down into ratio | above 
25mph explains the indifferent 
30-SOmph time of 5.2sec; 3.5sec 
can be achieved by using the shift 
lever. Similarly, change-ups from 
1-2 occur too early in D, impair- 
ing acceleration from rest, but 
using manual hold up to S53mph 
can save Isec to 70mph. 
Admittedly, this Sovereign’s 


‘ibs 


regal progress does keep the 
automatic gear shifts smooth, and 
it’s not difficult to use the manual 
over-ride, either, as the centre 
glovebox is a perfect fulcrum for 
your arm. In this price bracket, 
however, such _ intervention 
shouldn’t be necessary, and if you 
opt for the manual gearbox, you'll 
see no reduction in price. 

When the XJ series first 
appeared, it had cornering grip 
and power like no other big car 
before. Twelve years later, it is 
still a startlingly nimble 
heavyweight. This latest version 
is also better-behaved at the limit 
of its handling, with none of the 
terminal tail-swinging that 
demanded respect for earlier 
Jaguars. The steering, however, 
remains less than satisfying. 


Jaguar Cars has responded to past 
criticism by increasing the sys- 
tem’s apparent weight a little, but 
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David Cripps 


CAR TEST 


it still fails to give the driver true 
‘feel’ at speed. Otherwise, the 
lack of driving information from 
the front tyres is the only impedi- 
ment to this big saloon’s superb 
cornering. 

The facia exudes traditional 
Jaguar virtues from its six 
meticulously calibrated dials. 
The fact that their plane instru- 
ment glasses reflect as much as 
their polished-veneer surround 
will be forgiven by some, but a 
more-readable design might be 
used without offending lovers of 
the style. Concessions to modern- 
ity include a row of warning 
lamps, a wash-wipe stalk with 
intermittent and single-wipe set- 
tings, and large, easily found 
pushbutton controls on the centre 
console. The pedals work with a 
feline smoothness and progres- 
sion that’s spoilt only by the big 
step up from accelerator to brake. 
Real hide covers the Daimler’s 
seats, which are so well-shaped 
that they compensate for the slip- 
pery leather. The driving seat’s 
electrically powered cushion tilt, 
optional-extra backrest tension 
adjuster (set your own lumbar 
support), and steering reach 
adjustment, should enable 
everyone to find a good driving 
position. 

Our Sovereign’s regalia 
included several other expensive 
extras, including dial-the- 
temperature air-conditioning, an 
electric sunroof, remote- 
controlled door mirrors, an FM 
radio-cassette player and auto- 
matic cruise control. With all 
these gadgets to play with, 
Daimler driving is never boring. 


How comfortable 

Series III cars are more- 
extensively restyled than a casual 
glance might suggest. In fact, the 
only body panels retained are the 
floorpan, bonnet and boot. The 
graceful outline survives, but the 
roof has been raised, the 
windscreen raked more steeply, 
and side windows made deeper. 
Nevertheless, one still needs 
more agility than German rivals 
require to get in and out, for the 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Daimler 
Sovereign SII 4.2 auto, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price and . 
what kind of car it’s meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
@@0@0@@@00000 


FUEL ECONOMY 
@@@@000000 


HANDLING/STEERING 
@O@00800@000 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
©8600000000 


INTERIOR SPACE 
@©8000086000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
@@0@@080000 


DRIVER AIDS 
@@088@00000 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
@8008080000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
@@@0O000000 


COST/EASE OF REPAIR 
@@0@@000000 


new recessed door latches are not 
the easiest to operate, and the 
seats seem a long way down. 

Headroom in the wide back 
seat is certainly better, but the 
low cushion means that legs are 
splayed not down but forwards, 
where the ironmongery under the 
front seats and lack of angled 
toeboards makes lounging dif- 
ficult — especially when the 
driver corners inconsiderately 
fast. For real relaxation it’s better 
to sit higher than you are encour- 
aged to do here. 

The body’s elegance works 
against luggage accommodation, 
too, for the carpeted boot is shal- 
low and prefers several small 
cases to a few larger ones. 

In some respects, however, the 
Sovereign reigns supreme. Its 


suppression of bumps and noise 
at speed verges on a magic-carpet 
‘quality of ride, the big wheels 
flowing effortlessly over all man- 
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ner of ridges and ruts. The only 
check to the Sovereign’s mastery 
of the road can be the crown of a 
humpbacked bridge, where the 


- suspension’s damping could be 


caught out of step. The limited 
ground clearance of the XJ’s 
steering rack then becomes an 
expensive embarrassment... 

Even more absolute is the 
Sovereign’s rule over noise. ‘Is it 
running?’ was the typical first 
comment from new passengers as 
we drove away from rest. It’s not 
just the lazy, big engine and care- 
fully muted exhaust, but also the 
tuning of wind, tyre and body 
resonance to a new, low pitch that 
creates this sound of silence. It’s 
unmatched — except, perhaps, 
by an XJ12. 

The sum effect, with our car’s 
optional speed control in use, is 
so effortless that, unusually, we 
really enjoyed cruising slowly 
in the Sovereign. For once, we 
could enjoy our stereo cassette 
tapes as if we were at home, 
thanks partly to the four superb 
speakers (one in each door). The 
engine’s noise surfaces only at 
80mph, developing into a none- 
too-irritating throb, by which 
speed wind noise is apparent, too. 

Around town, the drooping 
boot and bonnet make it difficult 
to squirm through traffic, full lock 
is poor — if effortless — and the 
suspension is agitated by the 
Pirelli high-speed tyres’ stiff, low- 
profile walls. 

* Automated air conditioning is a 
£1154 option even on the 
Sovereign, but it performs well 
enough to justify the expense. 
Particularly clever is the way that 
cool air can be introduced at face 
level (through screen demisters 
and outboard facia vents) while 
all forty toes are bathed in inde- 
pendently controlled warmth. 
The only time that the lone con- 
trol dial is fooled is when you park 
the car in winter sunshine: it 
promptly opens the fridge door 
when you would prefer some 
warmth. Otherwise, it contends 
with extremes of temperature so 
well that passengers quickly 
forget it’s working and assume 
that it’s just a nice day, every day. 


How strong 
All these options make the cur- 
rent XJ a complex car, so relia- 
bility is unusually important. 
Financially-embarrassed 
Sovereign buyers who contemp- 
late DIY work will be thwarted 
by the high technology in the 
cramped engine bay. Onlookers 
simply gasp in awe at the immacu- 
lately turned out engine with its 
chromed nuts and enamelled 
manifolds. DRIVE testers, how- 
ever, are reminded of the Achil- 
les’ heel of earlier XJs — the 
sometimes unreliable ancilliaries 
that serve the intricate engine. 
Series-III bodies are built in an 


DAIMLER SOVEREIGN SII 4.2 Aut 
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Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £51.47 (fitting 3.2hr) 

exhaust £258.98 (3hr) 

headlamp unit £16.10 (0.3hr) 

front bumper (3 parts) £118.16 (1hr) 
laminated windscreen £78.20 (2.6hr) 


oil filter (no points) £6.27 (0.3hr) 
major service 6000 miles (5.2hr av) 


-— 


Insurance group 7/8 Warranty 42montt 
any mileage, Supercover 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles — 
Loss of value £1189 

Capital interest £820 

New-cost inflation £3144 

Total standing costs=£5153 (42.9p per mi 
Running costs 
Petrol (£1.38p per gal) £872 . 
Insurance (av) £390 


Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 

Servicing/replacements £384 

Total running costs=£1732 

(14.46p per mile) } 

Total ownership £6885 (49.1p per mile 
q 
, 


Daimler Sovereign SIll 4.2 auto 
Mercedes-Benz 280E 

BMW 735i (manual) 
Vauxhall Royale auto 3 
Rover 3500 auto 
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Speed-range times, using kickdown 
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BRAKES pedal pressures and responses 


90 Tern T T ier a ‘het ey Se 
Handbrake 35% Best stop {00% | 
80 |maximum gradient | | EB ARTY 
1in4 | spake 
70 aed ae ot! f 1 
2 | 
SU Te 
<5 
50 - Sa 
32 
1B ql 
18 
30 fa a? 
Gh ee eee SEAL SU i Ugh ets eee EEL, 
TOS 7205 "80" 40> 60) 60 AO eo OMe Oo 


SP, 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 


Consumption — normal range 


short journey in the suburbs 13Yempg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 16mpg 
brisk driving — 50mph cruising 19¥ampg 
gentle driving rural roads 21mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 21¥empg 
Typical mpg overall 19mpg 


Realistic tank range 


350 miles/18 egal 


Consumption at steady speeds 


30mph 28mpg 
56mph 26mpg 
70mph 21¥%eampg 
100mph 16mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS O = factory-fitted option 


steering: energy 


head restraints: front? Yes 


rte % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within absorbing? Yes rear? No 
TOP SPEEDS 125+ kickdown central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) good road ‘feel’? No _ interior: well padded? Yes 
brakes: powertul? Yes __w/screen laminated? Yes 

max engine speed sensibly servoed? No doors: childproof? Yes 
used 5200rpm; kickdown Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop fade resistant? Yes latches catchproof? Yes 
max in top 5100rpm approx; (ideal car would show no variation) belts: effective’ Yes __ petrol: shielded 
standing % mile | 53 30lb at start; 30Ib in constant use; 36Ib in severe use convenient? Yes fillers? Yes 
18sec manual hold Watersplash 48lb at first, 8 stops to recover fitted in rear? O protected tank? Yes 

ENGINE FUEL MAXIMUM 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL MAXIMUM TYP! 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE (£ cc MPG MPH GEARS (SEC %G/LB FT/IN FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE 
16,485 4235 19 125+ 9.4 100/35 16’ 312" 41% 42 34/41 V2 
12,890 2746 21 120 9.2. 97/45 TSG: 45 42 3%/36 
16,396 3453 21% 132. (GB? 100/50 15' 11%" 43% 39% 4/352 

2784 21% 116 9.8 98/70 16’ 41 42 4/32 
3528 22%2 117 8.5 100/70 AES" 41 41 234/34 
_ onve RI July/August 1980 a? 


CAR TEST 


impressive new Midlands factory 
where the construction and stan- 
dard of finish should be of the 
highest order. Unfortunately, our 
well-used one-year-old test car 
didn’t possess the flawless paint 
finish and scrupulous rust protec- 
tion of the BMW 735i that we 
tested at the same time. Rust had 
appeared, and the sills in particu- 
lar were stoned by the wheels. In 
such areas, mere painting is not 
good enough, even if it is four 
coats of thermosetting acrylic. 
Chrome plating abounds, but 
there’s less of it than before and, 
inside, we noted that the good- 
quality carpets can be easily 
removed for cleaning. The great 
thing about the hide seat covering 
is that it looks just as good the 
older it gets. 


How safe 
There are two ways to safeguard, 
car occupants: first, with 


accident-avoidance systems, and 
then with injury-prevention fea- 
tures should the worst happen. 
The Series-III XJ scores well in 
both respects, being tenacious on 
wet roads, placid when its high 
limit of cornering speed is 
reached, and well padded. 

Its powerful brakes resisted 
our fade test well, and though wet 
discs do seem to increase the 
brake-pedal load required, the car 
always pulls up four-square. In 
fact, the effort required at such 
times is more to our liking than 
the Series-III’s normally over- 
servoed braking that can make 
panic stops too-precise a man- 
oeuvre. The over-enthusiastic 
servo is a new Jaguar phenome- 
non, and as unwelcome to us as 
the over-light power steering. A 
longer-standing fault is the puny 
under-facia handbrake that can- 
not withstand a 1-in-3 gradient. 

Among; the many features 
standard to Daimlers are 
remote-controlled door mirrors, 
which greatly assist vision on 
motorways, a heated rear window 
that switches itself off after 15min 
of use, electric window lifters, 
central door locking, and an extra 
position on the lamp switch that 
operates dipped headlamps ‘and 
high-intensity rear foglamps in 
tandem for poor-light driving. 
The headlamps themselves are 
magnificent, and give a good 
flare-path even when dipped. 

As is usual, an immensely 
strong centre section cocoons 
occupants in a crash, and the 
front seatbelts are extremely 
convenient and comfortable to 
use. You have to pay extra to get 
rear belts, however, and their 
buckles tend to ride high on the 
passenger’s pelvis. We expected 
such provisions as the laminated 
windscreen and careful safety 
padding, and were pleased to dis- 
cover extras such as a sunroof 
that’s built-in without spiteful 
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chard edges, the careful baffling of 


the two fuel fillers, and the twin 
fuel tanks’ spillproof design that 
combats roll-over crashes. 
There’s even a g-sensitive elec- 
tric fuel pump that switches off in 
reaction to a _ violent frontal 
impact. 


How much 

‘Anyone who buys a 120mph car 
for £2750 doesn’t worry about 
fuel costs...’ — this was our 
1970 comment on the running 
costs of an XJ4.2. With this 
money today you couldn't buy 
even a Mini Super, but rising fuel 
costs still make the big Jaguar an 
endangered species. Without 
doubt, the Series III 4.2 is a 
reformed drinker: our overall 
consumption of 1634mpg 10 years 
ago is now bettered by more than 
13%, and the five-speed manual 
gearbox should be able to average 
the right side of 20mpg. The snag 
is that this rare breed of car 
thrives in unusual conditions: 
unlike most smaller cars that we 
test, the Daimler is at its most- 
economical when cruising at the 
motorway limit, and even hard 
long-distance driving proves 
noticeably more economical than 
a short morning journey to the 
school. Gentle driving produces 
little improvement on ordinary 
roads — a car of this weight 
squanders fuel in acceleration and 
deceleration. Then again, most 
Daimler buyers are corporate 


bodies with copious cash flows to 
feed the beast’s thirst. 

If you’re thinking of buying 
privately, the current state of the 
market should enable you to geta 


petrol-saving Mini thrown-in 
free. Our depreciation figures 
represent the way things should 
be when the market settles down 
after the recent silly season of los- 
ses. It’s silly because anything 
approaching 2litres has been 
shunned — even cars that do 
more to the gallon than the mod- 
els that have remained in favour. 

Refuelling presents no other 
problems. There are twin tanks to 
be filled separately, but they offer 
an excellent range and, if you 
have the patience, each can be 
persuaded to accept Ilgal. No 
low-level warning lamp is pro- 
vided, but there’s nothing quite so 
reassuring as seeing the gauge’s 
needle flick to full at the click of 
the spare tank’s switch. There 
certainly ought to be an engine 
oil-level lamp, as Jaguar’s XK 
engine still uses its sump oil at the 
rate of 300 miles per pint. 


Verdict 

The Daimler Sovereign 4.2litre, 
along with its 5.3litre V12 stable- 
mate, remains one of the world’s 
outstanding cars. Nothing on four 
wheels offers such outstanding 
dynamic refinement and finesse. It 
can rush with hush like no other 
car, can corner the way that no 
bulky saloon has a right to corner, 


and cossetts its occupants a7 the! 
way to the top. 

Surrounded by the good life, i | 
easy to dismiss the Sovereign 
thirst for oil and petrol, and : 
above the mundane problems « 
parking and maintenance. If tl | 
company accountants object, poi | 
out that the Series-III improve- 
ments have closed the consumption} 
gap between Jaguar’s 4.2litre ar 
the sub-3litre offerings from For 
and Vauxhall to a couple of mpg, 

For those who can find the fi t 


£16,000 and still keep on payin; 
there is nothing to equal Jagua 
Series IIT range, and the Daimle 
Sovereign is its crowning glory 
It’s as magnificent as it 
extravagant. 


ENGINE ) 
Type and size front-mounted, 6-in- -line e, 
water-cooled;, 92.1mm_ borex 106m 
stroke=4235cc; 7 main bearings; ia 
block/alloy head 4 
Compression ratio 8.7:1 q 
Valve gear chain-driven twin overhel 
camshafts actuating bucket tappets (shill 
adjustment) 

Fuel system Lucas electronic fuel injec 
tion; twin fuel tanks (20gal nominal) wit 
facia change-over switch; no low-level 
warning lamp 

Max power (DIN-net) 205bhp | 
5000rpm 
Max torque (DIN-net) 231-234/b ftb be- 
tween 1500-4500rpm 


TRANSMISSION Borg Warner Type : ; 
automatic with hydro-kinetic torque con= 
verter, variable drive ratio between 1 ant 
2:1; epicyclic 3-speed and reverst ; 
gearset. Ratios: low 2.4:1, intermediate 
1.46:1, top 1:1 and reverse 2.09:1 
Final drive hypoid bevel 3.07:1 to rear 
wheels on test car (3.31:1 available) 
Mph per 1000rpm 24.7 in top gear 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — Front: independent dali 
ble wishbones, with coil springs and antr 
roll bar. Rear: independent coil spri “f 
lower transverse links, with half shafts 
forming upper links and trailing radius 
arms. Dampers telescopic all round 
Steering powered rack and pinion, “_ 
3% turns between full locks; turning circle 
average 41 eft between kerbs, with 67 in 
response to one turn of wheel 

Wheels 6JK (steel) with E70 VR 1! 
radial-ply tyres (Pirelli PS5 on test car). — 
Brakes dual-circuit hydraulic, ventilated 
discs front, plain discs rear, with 
pressure-sensitive rear regulator and 
vacuum servo 


All measurements in Ages 


— kerbweight 36owt q 
-overall length 16ft 3% 
overall width 5ft 10in — 
overall height 4ft 6in 


Think of all those valued 
possessions...the TV and hi-fi 
system, the house furnishings 
and electrical appliances, the 
sports. gear, the clothing 
. It's a worry, when you 


consider how many of your 
worldly goods are in your 


fore) oon 
home, and vulnerable. AA 


Homesure covers them against fire damage, theft, 
floods or burst pipes etc ... the things that can and 
do happen to everyone. Whether homeowners or 
tenants it offers really wide cover at best possible 
value. Unlike many policies, it pays up at today’s 
full replacement value. It keeps pace automatically 
with inflating prices ... gives you free cover for 
any new purchases up to next renewal date. And 
it’s truly flexible ... with extra cover for your freezer 
and contents, jewellery or cash if you want it. 


If you like, you can cover your 
house or flat with AA Homesure 
too. Not just the contents but the 
building and its fixtures, glass and 
plumbing, the garage, walls and 
fences etc ... against damage from 
just about any cause. Again, Homesure brings 
first class value exclusively to AA members p/us the 
reassurance of the AA name to see that claims 
are met fairly and promptly. 


 .eef looded out 
just before the 
burglary.. .then 

the car packed up” 


S 


Was I glad 
of my 
AA cover! 


Who pays the breakdown bills on 
your car, after the manufacturer's // 
or dealer’s warranty expires? 

If you’re shrewd, the answer 

will be ... AA Motorsure. 


On a new car, or a used car under 5 years old, Wa 
it gives one or two years extended warranty, Freepost 
covering the engine internals, transmission for details 


and steering, brakes and electrics etc. 


When bills come in you're laughing ... Wate ‘ 
with AA protection against parts and on Snip off this coupon and 
post in an unstamped 


labour costs. Generous cover, ; dd Towee 
refreshingly free of restrictions, envelope addressed to: 
Fat Insurance Services Limited, 


for a very economic premium 
FREEPOST, Newcastle upon 
for one or two years cover. We: Tyne NE99 2RP. 


GET DETAILS NOW. we Please send me brochures on: 


/ (© AA Homesure insurance for home 
A and/or contents. 
(1) AA Motorsure extended warranty for 
new or used cars. 


5 NAME 
ADDRESS 
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CRASH 


How much will it cost? 
Pick any figure between 


£700 and £2225 


HE CRUNCH HAS COME, the tinkle of 

falling glass seems to be the only 
sound in the world. In the long moments 
of silence that follow, you know, without 
getting out to wave a fist, or look at the 
damage, that this is the one that’s going to 
be worth losing your precious no-claims 
discount for. 

And you’re right. A couple of days 
later, when the garage hands you its esti- 
mate for repairs to pass on to your insur- 
ance company, you know that it’s really 
worth it. Not for a moment does it occur 
to you that there is a very good chance of 
another garage doing the job more 
cheaply . . 

Could ‘shopping around’ really make 
that much difference? DRIVE invites you 
to draw your own conclusions from our 
experience with a damaged Ford Fiesta 
1.1 Ghia, taken to 20 body-repair special- 
ists in London, the Midlands and the 
South — 19 more garages than the aver- 
age damaged-car owner would ordinarily 
visit when obtaining a repair estimate. 
We found: 

Inconsistencies . . . with estimates rang- 
ing from £276 plus parts, to a total write- 
off of a car insurance-valued at £2225 — 
and every job and parts description was 
different. 

Incompetence ... for not one repairer 
proposed modern techniques that could 
have reduced the parts bill by more than 
£70. In addition, all failed to point out 
dangerous, defective suspension; and 15 
of the 20 didn’t warn of the danger of 
exhaust fumes leaking into the damaged 
car’s interior. 

Irregularities . . . with one repairer con- 
fiding that the practice of using second- 
hand panels, but invoicing for new ones, 
is widespread, and that garages don’t 
always do the jobs for which they charge. 
Further, in some cases, it is alleged, 
insurance assessors are in collusion with 
repairers and accept bribes. 

But why should you care? Your 60% 
no-claims disount has gone, and all you 
want back is your car, perfectly repaired. 
In fact, the higher the estimate, the more 
pleased you are likely to be: no one is 
sparing any expense, and at least you're 
seeing some return for years’ paying 
ever-increasing insurance premiums. 

In fact, there’s a very good reason why 
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you should care, why you should want to 
see the taming of the vehicle-repairs 
jungle. For these inconsistencies, incom- 
petence and irregularities are all coming 
home to roost. With motor-insurance 
payouts last year hitting an all-time peak 
of £608million, the British Insurance 
Association warns that, unless things 
change dramatically, premiums will roc- 
ket, making today’s 20%-a-year increases 
look like good news. In other words, you 
will pick up the tab in the end. 

It is impossible to say just how much 
money the repair trade may be losing/ 
wasting/ripping-off at motorists’ 
expense. The one thing that’s certain is 
that it’s not only garages that are to 
blame: David Thomas, general manager 
of AA Insurance Services (Britain’s 
largest private motor-insurance broker), 
says: ‘Insurers, as an industry, do not 
inspect claims thoroughly enough. This 
despite the fact that only a fraction of 
repairers are bound by a code of practice 
or follow money-saving methods and 
guidelines on job times set by the Motor 
Insurance Repair Research Centre. As a 
result, different repairers hold different 
views on what needs to be done; and that 
leaves room for the unscrupulous 
operator to exist with allegiance to no one 
— motorist, insurer, or garage trade 
organisation.’ 

Certainly, a lack of uniformity was 
apparent from the estimates that DRIVE 
collected for its Fiesta. Our 500-mile 
fact-finding mission began at the Motor 
Insurance Research Centre at Thatcham, 
Berkshire, which was set up in 1969 to 
advise car manufacturers and train garage 
staff. There, under controlled conditions, 
a Ford Cortina Mk4 was run at 15mph . 
into the nearside rear of the DRIVE Fiesta 
‘guinea-pig’. 

The impact crumpled the little hatch- 
back’s tailgate, rear valance, bumper and 
nearside quarter-panel, tore off the rear 
foglamp, shattered the rear lamp cluster, 
distorted the top of the tailgate frame and 
the boot floor, and put four ripples in the 
roof, leaving the car just driveable. 
Immediately, two Thatcham experts set 
to work, independently of one another, 
and, half an hour later, reached the same 
conclusion: repair-work would take 55hr. 
In all, 40 separate operations were listed, 
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CRASH REPAIRS 


: wueRe es : See 4 BeMrKES 
Even though its efficient handbrake was set fully on, our shunted Fiesta was somewhat moved by its meeting with the catapulted Ford Cortina. 


representing a bill of £800, with labour 
accounting for 60% of the total. 

But of the 20 estimates subsequently 
canvassed from independent repairers, a 
dozen quoted times in excess of the 
Thatcham assessment, and one south 
London garage considered the car to be 
beyond repair — an insurance write-off. 
Not only that, when each repairer’s 
work-list was compared and itemised, the 
final tally yielded more than 50 jobs over 
and above the Thatcham schedule. 

One garage in the South Midlands even 
listed a complete body shell (more than 
£650), and, with all the extra work that a 
body replacement entails, submitted a 
labour bill for 102hr, or nearly £920. 

Then there were the labour estimates 
from the Southampton and Birmingham 
branches of a national garage chain — 
£676 and £378 respectively. Perhaps Bir- 
mingham mechanics work faster . . . ? 

Interestingly, 12 of our 20 repairers 
were members of the Vehicle Builders 
and Repairers Association (VBRA) and, 
as a result, bound by a code of practice 
designed to ensure that ‘the public 
receives the best-possible service’. Yet 
there was a 100% difference in labour 
charges between the top and bottom of 
the dozen VBRA estimates — £676 
against £345. ‘I appreciate that there are 
variances,’ comments a VBRA spokes- 
man, ‘but, having said that, I wouldn’t 
have expected the gap to be so wide. 
And, yes, Iam concerned, for the quality 
of any estimate depends entirely on the 
person who carries out the examination.’ 

Nine of the 20 garages visited by DRIVE 
were members of the Motor Agents 
Association and, again, bound by a code 
of practice; but here, the differences were 
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even more marked —a near-150% dispar- 
ity between £938 at one end and £400 at 
the other. An MAA spokesman declares: 
‘It underlines the extremely wide range of 
estimating prowess. It has to be admitted 
that estimating skill is not of a high order. 
Indeed, we have just commissioned an 
article for our members’ magazine on 
how to estimate accurately .. .’ 

Even these examples by no means 


INSIDE STORY OF 
THE BENT CAR BUSINESS 


With the kind of leeway found between the 
estimates of DRIVE’s two insurance-company 
claims assessors, it doesn’t require much 
imagination to appreciate how the situation 
may be exploited by an experienced and 
unscrupulous operator. And just such a per- 
son — a highly-skilled, one-man-band with 
premises in south London — was prepared to 
tell DRIVE how... 

After examining the damage to our Fiesta, 
he pronounced that the whole job, with 
corner-cutting, would take him 25hr, but he 
would estimate 72hr. 

He would obtain all parts, except the near- 
side rear quarter-panel, secondhand from 
breakers’ yards, and charge for new replace- 
ments. To increase his profit margin still 
further, he would repair several sections and, 
again, charge for new parts. ‘These goings-on 
are widespread in the trade,’ he claims. 

He listed a new roof panel (he would, in 
fact, have straightened the existing section) 
and areplacement for the nearside passenger 
door that had jammed on impact but which, 
when finally eased open, was found to be 
undamaged, saying: ‘No insurance assessor I 
know would have queried the door. He 
couldn’t have freed it to dispute it.’ 

He also would have charged for a new rear 
screen with heater element (but would have 
re-fitted the original that was still intact and in 


reflect the true size of the differences 
uncovered in the DRIVE investigation: — 
both the highest labour estimate (£938) — 
and the highest total (the south London ~ f 
garage’s £2225 write-off decision) are 
three to four times the lowest estimate “ 
(£276 and £700). 

However, it must not be forgotten that — 
seven repairers produced estimates that 
were lower than Thatcham’s, so perhaps ~ 


working order) and replacement wiper, and 
washer units (also undamaged). 

Yet despite all this deception, his final bill 
was Still within the larger of the insurance 
assessors’ allowances. 

Simplest of this man’s ruses was to show 
4hr of his 72hr total bill as ‘tracing electrical 
faults’ — a happy hunting-ground for ‘bent’ 
garages. He told of a German luxury car that 
had caught fire on a motorway through a} — 
short-circuit. The true cost of repairs to the} — 
wiring loom and ignition switch was around| — 
£200, but the insurance assessor was per-| — 
suaded that all the facia instruments had 
burned out, and that a £700 stereo unit was 
also beyond repair. The insurance company | — 
paid out £2000. 

More sinister was the allegation that some 
insurance assessors accept bribes in return 
for rubber-stamping inflated crash-repair 
ately over-estimating by, say £100, the insur-} ~ 
ance engineer knocking £50 off to keep Head N 

Many assessors belong to the Institute of i 
Automobile Engineers Assessors, but a| — 
mittee in recent years, charged with not doing} — 
their jobs properly. In cases of guilt, the pen-|_ 


estimates. The deals, he explained, were] 
cleverly disguised, with the repairer deliber-| — 
Office happy, and the repairer and the 
engineer pocketing the difference. 

spokesman comments that only two or three| _ 
have appeared before its disciplinary com-|— 
alty is banishment from the institute and from] — 
the profession. : 
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a small-print clause which states that if, 
on dismantling, further work becomes 


necessary, the customer can expect a. 


supplementary estimate. 

At the actual repair stage, the 
Thatcham experts stumbled on one 
pricey item that they themselves had 
missed: it proved impossible to straighten 
‘the Fiesta’s rear quarter-panel inner skin 
without tearing it, and the cost of a 
replacement panel was £61.25 plus two 
hours’ labour. 

The key question, though, is: Would 


_your insurance company have approved 


any of the higher estimates in the DRIVE 
sample? 

Obviously, haggling does take place, 
but a BIA spokesman says: ‘Insurers 
would normally expect the final bill to be 
pretty close to the estimate.’ 

Could it be, then, that the man who 
judged the car a write-off and the 
estimator who was ready to charge for a 
new body shell, were so snowed under 
with work that they purposely went ‘over 
the top’ to ensure that they wouldn’t get 
the job? Hardly. As Roger Burgess, 
chairman of the VBRA national council, 
points out: ‘If a garage deliberately 
inflates its price for this reason, it’s effec- 
tively ensuring that a customer will not 
come back there again should he have 
another accident.’ 

What, then, would an insurance com- 


_ pany have accepted for the repair-job on 


our Fiesta. . 


. even allowing for the dis- 


closure by one repairer that the labour 
rates it charges by the hour will often 
_ differ, depending with which insurer it is 


dealing? san 
Normally, on expensive jobs, an insur- 


ance assessor and repairer will discuss 


the submitted estimate with the car pres- 
ent. But in some cases, if requested, an 


assessor will prepare a damage report at 
an insurance inspection centre without 
the presence of a repairer. That’s what 
_ DRIVE had done with the Fiesta — twice. 
_We had one quote from an insurance 
_ engineer employed by a leading com- 
pany, and another from an independent 
claims assessor used by insurers on a 


| 


freelance basis. Neither expert suspected 


_ DRIVE’s involvement — like everyone 


else, they believed that the battered 
Fiesta was in private ownership — and 
their conclusions proved interesting. The 


_ major insurance firm, on the strength of 


its staff engineer’s assessment, would 
have passed a bill of up to £1113 — 35% 
more than the top allowance of £825 from 
the independent. 

With its staffman’s recommended ceil- 


ing labour-cost of £688, it’s likely that the 
well-known company would have 
accepted all but two of our 20 estimates 
_ without quibble. The independent did not 
_ separate the labour charge and the cost 
pi parts, but it’s almost certain that, on 


- =< 


ta, 


his judgement, an insurer would have 


passed 15 of the estimates unquestioned. 

Thatcham director Danny Gibbs is 
critical of the repairers. ‘It’s clear that 
many of the engineers concerned in this 
exercise don’t know how to do their 
jobs,’ he says, flatly. ‘No wonder the 
trade has such a bad name. I wonder how 
many supplementary estimates would 
have been issued? Parts listed range from 
seven to well over 20, and many inspec- 
tions missed big items. 


‘T realise that it’s common practice for ~ 


garages not to quote the cost of parts, but 
how can they decide whether to replace 
or repair if they don’t know the prices or 
can’t be bothered to look them up? And 
there’s no doubt that, in many cases, old- 
fashioned panel-beating is cheaper than 
fitting replacements.’ 

In fact, bécause it was prepared to put 
right some of the Fiesta’s body damage 
by pulling out and reshaping, Thatcham 
was the only repair-shop to consider 
using a part-panel replacement instead of 
a whole nearside rear quarter-panel — 
representing a replacement-and-labour 
saving of £40. It was also the only organ- 
isation to contemplate ‘re-skinning’ the 
tailgate instead of ordering up a complete 
new unit — a further saving of £32. 

Gibbs goes on: ‘It would be wrong to 
say that nothing is being done to remedy 
the shortcomings of the trade. We, for 
example, have been running courses for 
assessors and repairers for several years. 
But I agree that these results aren’t very 
encouraging. Mind you, when we started, 
repairers would happily over-estimate 
labour hours by 300% because of dated 
techniques; we’ve cut that figure to 
100%. But it’s like training wild animals: 
when you turn them loose, they revert to 
their old ways.’ 

The VBRA, too, is concerned about 
unsatisfactory standards, and is currently 
preparing a registration scheme which, it 
hopes, will be adopted nationally. The 
aim, simply, is to prevent repairers trad- 
ing, if their qualifications and workshops 
don’t come up to scratch. 

Says George Tempest, chief motor 
engineer of the Norwich Union insurance 
company: ‘With Thatcham playing an 
increasingly important and recognised 
role, I think that the time is ripe for a 
national agreement between the VBRA, 
MAA, the Society of Motor Manufactur- 
ers and Traders and the government. 
Since 60% of damaged vehicles can still 


be driven, there should be special drive-in 


centres, like those on the Continent, 
where the motorist fills in a claim form 
and has the damage assessed. He then 
takes his car to a garage that meets certain 
standards in equipment and expertise. 
It’s the method of repair that is the key.’ 
It could be years, however, before any 
well-meaning scheme achieves anything, 
and the important issue is: What can be 
done in the short term, especially with 


insurance underwriting losses of £20mil- 


lion in both 1977 and 1978, and with an 


even greater deficit forecast for 1979? 

One loophole in the system that, 
according to the AA’s David Thomas, is 
contributing to the high level of insurance 
payouts could be blocked, he feels. ‘In 
some cases, should a claim fall below a 
particular level, there is no inspection at 
all. And garages are generally aware of 
the point where the line is drawn.’ The © 
introduction of spot checks by insurance 
engineers at any stage — before, during 
or after a repair — would, he says, keep 
repairers on their toes, and, where a gar- 
age is handling more than one job for the 
same insurer, enable assessors to save 
time and money by conducting more than 
One examination per visit. 

Clearly, with claim costs rising, and the 
unwelcome prospect of big premium 
increases ahead, the need for positive 
action is urgent. The universal adoption 
of Thatcham’s money-saving methods, 
the VBRA’s registration scheme, and 
before-during-and-after inspections 
would certainly help to clear the under- 
growth of the car-repair jungle. But 
surely the interim solution is simpler: 
Insistence by insurers that, where a dam- 
aged vehicle is driveable, motorists have 
estimates carried out by at least three 
garages; or that cars — especially those 
immobilised — are taken, where practic- 
able, only to repairers on approved lists; 
and that garages provide proof that they 
have used the new parts specified. 

ROY JOHNSTONE 
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Ride the tube to 
Paris and Brussels? 


T WOULD Cost the equivalent 

of 20 Jumbo jets to build — 
considerably less than, say, the 
development costs of Concorde 
or a Third London Airport — it 
would help convey passengers or 
freight to Paris or Brussels in less 
than 44hr at a quarter of the fuel 
consumption of an aeroplane, be 
unaffected by weather, and last 
virtually for ever. And it would 
even be expected to provide a 
14% return on investment! 

I refer, of course, to the Chan- 
nel tunnel, as now proposed by 
British Rail and French Rail- 
ways, to be built and be in opera- 
tion by 1989. Their scheme (more 
about other tunnel concepts 

below) is considered to be a 
front-runner in the newly re- 
revived competition to provide a 
direct link for rolling stock to and 
from the Continent. 

The BR/FR plan features a 
single-track tunnel (as favoured 
by the EEC Transport Commis- 
sioner) and a smaller service tun- 
nel alongside, with frequent con- 
necting shafts, from a point near 
Dover to one just west of Calais. 
It is coincidentally similar in 
many respects to the lowest-cost 
scheme proposed by the private- 


Great bores 
of 
yesterday 


FTEN PRONE to sea-sickness, 

Queen Victoria was in 
favour of a Channel tunnel. So 
was Albert. But Prime Minister 
Palmerston told the Prince Con- 
sort: “You would think quite dif- 
ferently if you had been born on 
this island.’ 

Sir Winston Churchill was 
pro-tunnel, but his ancestor, Lord 
Randolph, was against it, imply- 
ing in a Commons speech that it 
would mean that England would 
no longer be ‘as it were, virgo 
intacta’. Other tunnel opponents 
have included Tennyson, Brown- 
ing, Thomas Huxley, and, more 
recently, Viscount Montgomery. 

Since Victorian times, and 
perhaps before, it has not beena 
lack of technology that has 
damped down tunnel hopes. 
Objections have been for 
economic or military reasons, or 
even a chauvinistic feeling that 
England would not remain ‘This 
precious stone set in the silver 
sea, which serves it in the office of 
a wall ... Against the envy of 
less happier lands.’ 

It is only 100 years since Gen- 
eral Sir Garnet Wolseley warned 
that, for instance, hostile French 
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sector Channel Tunnel Group 
(see box). 

The BR and French Railways 
scheme aims to cater mainly for 
passengers and freight, and carry 
cars only by Motorail in the peak 
holiday periods. Thus, it hopes 
not to affect ferry operations 
(including the railways’ own Sea- 
link) too adversely, although, 
with no road or lorry-carrying 
facility, it obviously will meet 
opposition from the road trans- 
port lobby and others. 

The latter interest is not, of 
course, sympathetic to the argu- 
ment that a rail-only tunnel would 
divert many heavy freight lorries 
off roads altogether, although 
environmentalists in Kent find 
this a point in its favour — espe- 
cially as the latest scheme does 
not involve construction of a new 
rail link from Dover/Folkestone 
to London. 

Both national railways say it 
would help them to exploit their 
existing networks to the full 
within. a European master-plan 
that, incidentally, would also 
include a rail link between Sicily 
and the Italian mainland. The 
air-conditioned, electric trains 
would be fuel-saving — a valuable 


forces might cunningly establisha 
bridgehead for the invasion of 
England by travelling through any 
such tunnel in express trains, with 
concealed arms and in civilian 
clothes. Or, if in uniform, they 
might travel with the carriage 
blinds down! Technical argu- 
ments raged for some time as to 
whether, if apprehended in time, 
they could be asphyxiated, blown 
up, or drowned by water sluiced 
into the tunnel — without also 
drowning innocent passengers who 
might be following in other trains. 

The fear of subterranean inva- 
sion had existed on and off since 
1802, when CaN, the first 


insurance against any future oil 
shortages — and, as the various 
proponents also claim for other 
Channel schemes, it would finally 
obviate any need for a Third Lon- 
don Airport. 

At full capacity, 120 trains 
could pass through the tunnel in a 
day — 60 in each direction in var- 
ious phases. And this could even- 
tually be increased, if and when 
the boring of a second, parallel 
rail tunnel were an economic 
proposition. 

Britain’s Minister of Trans- 
port, Norman Fowler, provides 
cautious encouragement: ‘I look 
forward to receiving any specific 
proposals, including those on 
which British Rail is working, 
that would attract genuine risk 
capital.’ ‘Risk capital’ is the 


TIMES BETWEEN 
LONDON AND CONTINENTAL 
CITY CENTRES IN 1980 


‘BY RAIL VIA TUNNEL 12 brs 50 (S) 
MARSEILLES 
3 hrs 10 


AND BY AIR 


tunnel scheme was suggested to 
Napoleon by French engineer 
Albert Mathieu. Some Frenchies 
then saw it as a means of military 
adventure into England with 
horses and men. Their troopers 
could take a breath of fresh air en 
route, where the proposed tunnel 
(as suggested in a more-modern 
scheme) emerged briefly on the 
Varne Bank, halfway across the 
Channel. 

Thomé de Gamond was a spi- 
rited Frenchman who, from 1833, 
spent half his life and all his 
money researching Channel 
bridge or tunnel concepts, with- 
out any dastardly designs on Eng- 
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important phrase, for the 
ernment could not Se eee 
expenditure of this scale. The 
very latest cost estimate of the 
BR scheme is about £800million | 
for the single tunnel. 

Richard Cottrell, a member of — 
the Euro-Parliament’s transport 
committee, who is preparing a — 
report on the integration of 
Europe’s rail systems, com- 
ments: ‘The problem won’t be 
getting the money, but apportion- 
ing the shares among all those 
who want to be in on it.” His one 
reservation about the single-track 
project is that it is not ambitious 
enough. 

There are now increasing ~ 
hopes that the EEC will consider 
providing a grant (perhaps 20%) 
and arranging cheap loans 
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RAIL TIMES SHOW! 

ABOVE DESTINATION 
ASSUME IMPROVED SERVICE 
FROM LONDON TO TUNNEL 
(S) SLEEPER TRAIN 
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AIR TIMES SHOWN 
BELOW ‘DESTINATION 
ARE FLIGHT TIMES PLUS 
1% hes ALLOWAN 

2 TRAVEL BETWEEN CITY 
CENTRES AND AIRPORTS 
AND FOR CHECKING IN AND 
CLEARANCE 


land’s sovereignty. At the age of 
48, he would dive naked more 
than 100ft to the Channel bed, 
with lint bindings to protect his | 
ears from water pressure, four 
bags of flints carried as ballast, 
and 10 inflated pigs’ bladders to 
buoy him to the surface after he 
had released the ballast — all to 
collect geological specimens. 

Although he enthused famous 
British engineers, politicians and 
even royalty with his tunnel 
ideas, he faded from the scene, 
and died the year before the first 
boring operations were begun by 
the French Channel Tunnel 
Company, in 1877. 

In 1880 the British Channel 
Tunnel Company began a project 
that was proudly hailed as ‘the 
engineering triumph of this great 
engineering age. . .a boon tothe 
many ladies — and gentlemen, 
too — who in foreign venturings 
have had to suffer the indignities — 
of mal de mer...’ 

The No | Shaft was sunk neara 
South Eastern Railway tunnel 
between Folkestone and Dover. 
When it reached a depth of 74ft, a 
trial submarine tunnel was driven 
for a total of 897yd. The No 2 
Shaft was sunk by Shakespeare 
Cliff, near Dover, to a depth of | 
163ft, and from its base ‘Colonel — 
Beaumont’s boring machine’ 
bored a 7ft-diameter tunnel for 
about 2000yd. 4 

Rati ie folk began to 


ENGLISH CHANNEL 


BRITAIN 


towards Channel tunnel con- 
struction as a ‘mollifying’ means 
of channelling cash back to Bri- 
- tain — one possible compensat- 
ory answer to the UK’s campaign 


for a reduction of our disputed’ 


£1billion-plus contribution to the 
EEC budget. 

With a total length of 31 miles 
— 23 of them under the sea to a 
maximum depth of 125ft below 
the seabed — the railway tunnel 
would link Cheriton, near Dover, 
with a point between Sangatte 
and Wissant on the Calais side. 
True, a number of people might 
feel claustrophobic at the idea of 
travelling for 35 minutes in a sub- 
marine tunnel, but many travel- 
lers are also slightly nervous of 
flying, or airsick or seasick. And 


arrive by special trains for cham- 
pagne parties in the tunnel to 
inspect the workings, but the 
celebratory feeling was prema- 
ture: the project was halted by 
government injunction in 1882. 
From the early 1900s, the Eng- 
lish Channel Company, chaired 
by banker Baron Frederic Emile 
d’Erlanger (and later by his son 
and his nephew), continued to 
promote the cause with some 
press support but continuing dis- 
appointments. In 1918, Marshal 


CHUNNEL SCHEMES 


There seems to be little reluc- 
tance in private industry to 
involvement in a Channel tunnel. 
Leading light is the Channel Tun- 
nel Group, a consortium of four 
major European civil engineering 
contractors, including Britain’s 
Costain. It has come up with five 
‘Chunnel’ proposals: 

Scheme A An immersed tunnel, 
containing a single-track railway 
with a dual motorway, at acost of 
£3250million, that would have a 
terminal on reclaimed land west 
of Dover Harbour and a secon- 
dary terminal at Cheriton, with a 
| terminal near Wissant in France. 
Each of the immersed pre-cast 
concrete units would be about 
135yd long, 45yd wide and 30-35ft 
| deep. 

| Scheme B An immersed tunnel 


FRANCE _ 


the 17-mile London Transport 
Underground from Morden to 
East Finchley has no shortage of 
travellers... 

Some comparisons. The 
world’s longest sub-aqueous rail 
tunnel is an 11.6-mile stretch in 
Japan, and, some time after 1982, 
completion is expected of a 
334-mile rail tunnel, 14% miles of 
it underwater. Japan also has a 
mountain rail tunnel of nearly 14 
miles, while France’s Simplon 
rail tunnel is 12.3 miles, and 
Alpine road tunnels reach nine 
miles. 

Should it ever be necessary to 
evacuate a train in the Channel 
tunnel, BR says passengers 
would pass along a walkway to 
the doors of the nearest cross- 


Foch opined that, had there been 
a Channel tunnel to speed up 
Allied armies’ supplies, the Great 
War would have been shortened 
by at least two years. 

In 1960, the opposition was 
again from military personalities, 
including Lord. Montgomery — 
but, this time, taxpayers, airlines 
and hovercraft enthusiasts joined 
in, too. A French scheme for a 
Channel bridge was promoted, 
but dubbed a likely hazard to 
shipping. By 1974, the then 


containing a twin railway built to 
the Continental gauge, allowing a 
roll-on/roll-off shuttle service, at 
a cost of £1500 million. The ter- 
minals would be at Cheriton and 
at Wissant. The tunnel segments 
would be smaller than for Scheme 
A, and a bored tunnel under 
Shakespeare’ Cliff at Dover 
would carry the railway inland. 
Scheme C A single-track bored 
tunnel, costing £770million, to 
accommodate British and French 
service trains with Motorail 
facilities, and incorporating a ser- 
vice tunnel. Terminals, excluding 
the roll-on/roll-off function, 
would be similar to those in 
Scheme B. 

Scheme D A twin-track rail tunnel 
similar in facilities to Scheme B, 
but using the bored method rather 
than immersed units. The cost is 
estimated at £1350million. 


passage that provides access to 


the parallel service tunnel. 
(Cross-passages between the two 
tunnels would be at S00yd 
intervals, or, in a rival scheme, 
at every 250yd. ) 

The service tunnel would also 
have ample and constant clean 
air, and passengers would walk 
along it as far as a cross-passage 
leading back to the main tunnel 
and the relief train in which they 
could complete their journey. 

Operating, safety and mainten- 
ance equipment would be incor- 
porated in the service tunnel 
under carefully controlled condi- 
tions, and security surveillance at 
all stages would be at least as 
stringent as those at airports and 
in aircraft. 

BR says passengers will enjoy 
‘high standards of comfort, in 
air-conditioned rail coaches 
incorporating special in-train 
safety and communications fea- 
tures. There will be a wide choice 
of trains in each direction on the 
London/Paris/Brussels routes, 
with a total journey time of less 
than 4'4hr, city-centre to city- 
centre — which compares very 
favourably with air travel over the 
same routes.’ 

The trains would run in con- 
voys, in atwo-phase, 3hr cycle of 
operation. From the London end, 
10 trains (say, six passenger and 
four freight) would arrive at the 
UK entrance and travel through 
in the first Ihr 25min phase. Ten 


minutes after the last ex-UK train 


Labour government had given the 
go-ahead for a tunnel, but, in 
1975, the Cabinet took fright at 
the high cost and ordered work to 
be stopped after a £500,000 
mechanical ‘mole’ had burrowed 
300yd in the direction of France. 
The main body of this ‘mole’ has 
since been sold to a scrap dealer 
for about £20,000, but its cutting 
head is still embedded in the chalk 
marl under the seabed not far 
from Shakespeare Cliff. 
Will it, one day, be found? 


Scheme E Similar to BR’s single- 
track bored design, except that 
steeper gradients at the entrances 
cut the tunnel length by nine 
miles, and the cost to £540million. 
There would be supplementary 
banking engines to assist trains up 
the gradients, and a half-mile dup- 
licated main tunnel in the middle 
to provide a bypass siding. Could 
be built in six years. 

Projects proposed by other 
concerns include another sub- 
merged tube, and three bridge 
schemes that could be profitable 
(if expensive), but are likely to 
meet opposition as being poten- 
tial navigational hazards to 
Channel shipping. 

There is also an American con- 


cept that involves freight ‘cap- 
sules’ being propelled along a 
submarine tunnel by the force of 
compressed air. 


had cleared the tunnel, the first of 
10 trains from Paris and other 
Continental points would be 
timed to arrive at the French 
entrance to make their tunnel 
journey. Customs and immigra- 
tion procedures would be at the 
rail station. 

The operation would allow 
future traffic to grow by about a 
third: in the early operating years, 
the peak daily requirement is 
estimated at 20 passenger trains 
and. 15-20 freight trains in each 
direction. (There would also be 
a 6hr daily maintenance period.) 
Passenger and freight traffic to 
and from the Continent is 
expected to double over the next 
decade. For the tunnel, the pas- 
senger forecast is 6million jour- 
neys by 1988 and 8million by the 
year 2000, freight traffic rising to 
5.5million and 7.9million tonnes 
respectively. 

Although it is presently plan- 
ned that through-services to Paris 
and Brussels would operate only 
from London, there would be fast 
connections to these trains from 
main centres such as Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Liverpool, Manches- 
ter and Birmingham. 

Passenger trains could also 
carry about Imillion Red Star 
Express packages, plus substan- 
tial tonnages of post and news- 
papers to the Continent. And per- 
ishable commodities would form 
a significant part of the freight 
traffic. 

BR claims that, unlike the 
scheme abandoned in 1975, the 
latest plan involves little 


environmental disturbance and © 


requires only minor improve- 
ments to the present Tailway 
infrastructure. 

It envisages the need for: 
a number of sidings near the entr- 
ance to the tunnel 
a road/rail container interchange 
station in Kent, which may 
include provision for a limited 
number of sleeper and _ night 
Motorail services in the peak 
holiday period 
local connections to serve pas- 
sengers in Kent who would 
otherwise have to travel to Lon- 
don to board a tunnel-train for 
the Continent. 
limited work on certain sections 
of the existing railway route from 
London 
and a London passenger terminal 
— sites presently considered are 
Victoria Station and an area along 
the West London line. (The 
tunnel-train timetable would be 
designed so as not to affect com- 
muter rush-hour periods in Paris 
or London.) 


At the end of this year, inde- 


pendent assessments of various 
alternatives will be reported to 
Britain’s Transport Minister and 


to the EEC Commission in Brus- | 


sels. And, by next year, we 
should know what is eventually 
going to be the newest way to 
enter Europe on wheels. 


~ ED NEWMAN 
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car can. But if you're an AA member, well make sure you get 
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It pays to have the best 


From America, the perfect 
holiday package 


All the convenience and comfort 
of a caravan. But much easier — 
and more economical to tow, 
easier to park. Converts from 
trailer to luxury 4/6 berth 
holiday home in minutes. 


SEND NOW FOR LEAFLET, PRICES. 
MIAC LEISURE LIMITED 31 Heathfield, Stacey Bushes, 
Milton Keynes MK12 6HR.Tel:(0908)318017 Telex:825932 


| Please send me full details of the new 
Venture American Style Camper 


Name 
| Address 


Nothing boring comes out of the 
Bayerische Motoren Werke. Its 
BMW initials conjure-up the day- 
dream of high-performance cars 
and motorcycles with a hint of 
confident understatement, and 
Britain is still a valuable market 
for such exotica. 

There’s something for almost 
every purse in BMW’s 22-model 
range, created from just four body 
shells and no less than eight var- 
ieties of engine. They’re not all 
ultra-powerful sportsters, but 
that’s the image that pulls in the 

| private buyer, and no-one seems 
‘to complain. 

With the 735i, however, BMW 
isn’t kidding anyone. This is the 
flagship of its fleet, with a power- 
to-weight ratio that promises to 
leave your stomach in the back 
seat, along with the chauffeur. 

Having already sampled the auto 
version on a trans-Continental 


DRIVE July/August 1980 


Deutsch marque’s interest rates high 


dash to Italy, we settled for the 
manual box this time. We booked 
one with most of the many options, 
and kept our options open. 


How it goes 
BMW’s volume of production 
makes it one of motoring’s min- 
nows at 250,000 cars a year. The 
advantage is that the company 
can respond quickly to criticism, 
and the 735iis one example. Since 
the launch of the big 7-Series 
body, its engine has grown to 
3.5litre to outperform most rivals, 
and an overdrive fifth gear is a 
concession to economy. 

With electronic fuel-injection 
and ignition systems that almost 
think for themselves, our car 
started first time every time, idled 


smoothly — if rather quickly — 
and rared to go. And it’s on the 
road that the car starts to sell 
itself, for the 735i impresses more 
on the move than in the show- 
room. Its acceleration times 
(overpage) put many:a true sports 
car’s to shame, and make the 
4.2litre Daimler that we tested 
alongside seem as asthmatic as a 
chain-smoker attempting to catch 
Sebastian Coe. 

Laying down black rubber 
stripes from the fat back tyres, we 
reached 100mph in 20.4sec — still 
in third gear! Indeed, the engine is 
so willing to rev into the red sec- 
tor of the tachometer that drivers 
really need the ignition-cut out to 
temper the 735i’s natural 
enthusiasm. Because of the ultra- 


» CAR TEST 


lazy fifth gear, adequate overtak- 
ing times can only be achieved in 
fourth, but it’s such a delightful 
gear-shift action that down- 
changes are no ordeal. 

Gear ratios can be criticised, 
however. Clearly, the box was 
not designed for 70mph Britain, 
for in top gear on the motorway 
the engine is barely above tick- 
over, and law-abiding drivers will 
rarely reach the engine’s peak 
power. Other testers believed 
that it was Britain’s speed limits 
that needed revision, for what 
could be less stressful than a top 
speed of 132mph at a leisurely 
4750rpm? 

Our frequent gear changing met 
only one drawback — the too- 
hefty 40lb pressure required to 
floor the clutch pedal. More like 
body-building than driving. 

As for the steering, well. . . it’s 
eat-our-words time. DRIVE has 


David Crinne 
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often insisted that no other sys- 
tem can match rack-and-pinion 
steering for its ideally precise 
handling. On paper, this BMW's 
recirculating-ball system seems 
better-suited to American or 
Japanese tastes — but it performs 
superbly. DRIVE has also main- 
tained that no power steering sys- 
tem has yet allowed the driver 
true ‘feel’ of what the front 
wheels are up to, but this German 
system comes very close to 
achieving just that. When the 
front wheels start to slide, the 
cleverly weighted steering wheel 
actually lightens in the driver’s 
hands. It’s an artificially created 
sensation, however, and real road 
sense comes through the seat of 
the driver’s pants. Nevertheless, 
hats off to the maker, ZF, a com- 
pany better-known for its sturdy, 
rally winning gearboxes. Breed- 
ing will out. 

We had to make two trips to the 
test track, once in the rain and 
again when it dried, but we are 
glad we did. Harsh things were 
said about the car’s wayward tail 
on the first outing, and more than 
one driver was caught out by its 
217 brake horses scrabbling to 
get a grip. While the 735i’s wet- 
weather behaviour will appeal to 
skilled drivers who enjoy a chal- 
lenge, DRIVE has every sympathy 
for the dashing amateur who 
meets an unexpected puddle in 
mid-corner. ‘Treacherous’ was 
one tester’s comment. 

On a dry day, the car redeems 
itself. The boot can still be pow- 
ered past the bonnet, but the 

| driver does have to deliberately 
provoke the Michelin XW Xs into 
screaming. Skilled drivers can 
then steer neatly into the skid 
while balancing the car with the 
throttle, which brings the BMW 
back to heel like a well-trained — 
if exuberant — dog. Perhaps we 
should say that owners with an 
eye on their no-claim discount 
will rarely find the handling any- 
thing but neutral, the car always 
going where it’s pointed. 

BMW was the first to place 
driving instruments behind a 
single piece of reflection-free 
glass, and while most mass- 
marketeers now follow its lead, 
this German’s facia remains the 
one to beat. It’s all legible, func- 
tional and as stark as Concorde’s 
flight-deck. The more-unusual 
functions that are monitored by 
warning lamps include engine oil 
level, brake fluid level, brake 
lamp bulbs, coolant level, 
windscreen washer fluid, rear 
lamp bulbs and brake pad thick- 
ness. There’s even a button to 
test the warning lamps for bulb 
failure, and BMW leaves three 
blank spaces in case there’s a 
function it has forgotten to pro- 


vide for. Surprisingly, such con- 


cern for safety does not extend to 
a fasten-seatbelts indicator lamp. 
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2F ST 
HOW GOOD 

At-a-glance 

DRIVE’s verdict on the BMW 735i, 
taking into consideration its rivals, its 
price and what kind of car it's meant 
to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
00000006000 


FUEL ECONOMY 
@@@@000000 


HANDLING/STEERING 
@000000000 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@@@@@00000 


INTERIOR SPACE 
@000000000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
@6080080000 


DRIVER AIDS 
@006000000 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
000006800000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
©000000000 


COST/EASE OF REPAIR 
@@@@000000 


Controls for wipers, washers, 
indicators and headlamps are 
grouped European-style on two 
steering column stalks, and under 
the column is a lever to adjust the 
wheel for reach, if not rake. 

We give BMW ablack mark for 
charging extra for its headlamp 
wash/wipe system, but are impre- 
ssed by the electrically controlled 
and heated door mirrors, pow- 
ered windows and frost-fighting 
heated driver’s door lock. The 
centre console houses a row of 
heater knobs and wheels, and an 
LED clock which can be 
rendered unreadable by bright 
sunlight. The four horn-buttons 
— one per steering-wheel spoke 
— are too easily found at times. 
To help you find other things, 
there’s a torch built into the igni- 
tion key’s fob and a torch that 
recharges itself in the glovebox. 


How comfortable 

One of DRIVE’s testers has the 
sort of back that detects poor sea- 
ting in just a few miles, and he’s 
thinking of claiming for industrial 
injury after a 1000 miles in the 
735i. The seats are built in the 
German tradition of catering for 
oversized rumps, and our tester 
clearly didn’t match BMW’s 
driver-profile. It’s one area where 
the Germans could learn from 
Jaguar. After seeing BMW’s 
advert showing the chauffeur tak- 
ing the back seat, we don’t think 
that he should complain too 
loudly. The tape measure says 
that rear-seat legroom is tight for 
its class, but the space has been 
stolen for the benefit of passen- 
gers by the provision of angled 


toe-boards under the front seats. 
Despite the centre armrest, pas- 
sengers’ lateral support is insuffi- 
cient when the driver’s ina hurry. 

The 7-Series body is very 
roomy, with a glovebox as big as 
some cars’ boots. Heavy luggage 
will prove easier to get into the 
boot that to extract as its sill is 
unhelpfully high. Your golf clubs 
will be cossetted in the fully car- 
peted compartment, and few will 
miss the space robbed by the 
mighty spare wheel. 

Compared to all but the 
Daimler Sovereign, the 735i is a 
quiet car. Body boom and 
unwanted whines are unheard of, 
and only a distant growl from the 
bonnet breaks the peace. We 
would have used the expensive, 
electrically operated sunroof 
more often had it generated less 
wind noise and turbulence. 

We were disappointed by the 
quality of this top model’s ride, 
which is easily bettered by the 
Peugeot 505 at half the price. The 
suspension lacks the Daimler’s 
versatility, being at its cleverest 
only at 120mph-plus, which you 
won't often reach in Britain... 

It takes six pages of handbook 
words and pictures to explain the 
heating and ventilation system, 
and therein lies the problem. 
Even drivers in the know have to 
avert their eyes from the road to 
adjust its many controls. Once 
mastered, it performs well, giving 
rear seat passengers indepen- 
dently adjustable outlets, but it 
isn’t as good as real air- 
conditioning. And even for this 
top-of-the-range BMW, that 
remains a costly optional extra. 


How strong 

BMW boasts of ‘one-season’ 
undersealing that requires 
retreatment after 14 and 36 
months at the owner’s expense. 
However, the AA’s expert found 
the underbody protection first- 
class. The combination of tough 
compound on external panels and 
a fine layer of wax in the box sec- 
tions together makes an efficient 
rustproofing treatment. Paint is 
well applied, and tin-worm breed- 
ing traps have largely been 
designed out of the body. 

We suspect that most BMW 
owners will lift the bonnet only to 
impress the neighbours, and they 
will be impressed ... It’s the 
fuel-injection system that makes 
DIY maintenance almost imposs- 
ible, so driveway experts will 
have to confine their activities to 
topping-up and replacing the odd 
filter. To compensate, compul- 
sive tinkerers can polish the tray- 
ful of tools in the boot lid. 

The main problem with clean- 
ing the exterior is that there’s so 
much of it, but running it through 
a carwash revealed few crevices 
where the brushes couldn’t reach. 
The spoked alloy wheels, on the 


BMW 735i 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £115.17 (fitting 2.08hr) 
exhaust £345.83 (1.66hr) 

headlamp unit £107.04 (0.75hr) 

front bumper £78.95 (1.83hr) 
laminated windscreen £81.48 (1.83hr) 


oil filter (no points) £2.26 (0.5hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (5.75hr) 


Insurance group special rate 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £1912 

Capital interest £889 

New-cost inflation £2628 

Total standing costs=£5429 (45.2p per mile) 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.38p per gal) £779.29 

Insurance (av) £319 

Road tax, AA sub £60+26 
Servicing/replacements £355 

Total running costs=£1251.29 (10.4p p mile) 
plus total standing costs gives — 

Total ownership £6680.39 (55.7p p mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


BMW 735i 


Daimler Sovereign Sill 4.2 auto 
Rover 3500 auto 

Vauxhall Royale auto 

Ford Granada 2800i Ghia auto 
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ACCELERATION times in sec BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/98 octane min 
90 ‘i a. a Nea i Eee aT _ 
Hanlbrale 35% 7 i) eel j i a Consumption normal range ~ , 
| Best|stop 100% short journey in the suburbs 16¥ampg 
maximum gradient | i 
80 1in Ter a rae Piacelaie hard driving, heavy traffic 18%mpg 
| | brisk driving — 50mph cruising 19¥%mpg 
70 5) ; me Sigg” gentle driving — rural roads 23mpg 
. motorway — 7Omph cruising 24mpg 


60 s : Typical mpg overall 21%2mpg 
Realistic tank range 325 miles/15.1gal 


50 f Consumption at steady speeds 4th_~=—~—~—~=CSS 
| 30mph 28%ampg 31%mpg 

40 | 56mph 25mpg 27%empg 
70mph 22Vampg 24mpg 

30 - f : | 100mph 15mpg 16%mpg 


‘ oa SB aT Ns, es a 
20.107 20, 90').40, 50.) 60, 70 80 "90 100! SAFETY CHECKS 


% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within steering: energy head restraints: front? Yes 

TOP SPEEDS central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) absorbing? Yes rear? No 
good road ‘feel’? Yes interior well padded? Yes 
brakes: powerful? Yes _w/screen laminated? Yes 
sensibly servoed? Yes doors childproof? Yes 
max in top 4750rpm; 40lb at start: 38Ib in constant use: 38Ib in severe use fade resistant? Yes latches crashproof? Yes 


standing Yamile ie belts: effective? Yes petrol: shielded filler? Yes 
15.6sec Watersplash 40lb at first, immediate recovery convenient? Yes protected tank? No 


NGIN MAXIMUN 0-70MPH 0-70MPH BRAK OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE (£ cc (MPG) (MPH) GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC) (%G/LB) FT/IN FRONT (iN REAR (IN CIRCLE (FT 


16396 3453 21% 132 7.2 23.6/16.1 100+/50 15’ 11%” 43% 39% 4/35 
16485 4235 19 125+ 9.4 N/A 100/35 16’ 3%" 41% 3%4/41% 
10077 3528 22% 117 8.5 N/A 100/70 TS 6" 41 234/33 V4 
10290 2784 21% 116 9.8 N/A / +6’ 0” 41 
10641 22V2 113 N/A 15' 62" 41 


max engine speed Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
used 6200rpm: (ideal car would show no variation) 
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other hand, demand time. and 
elbow-grease and, inside, nothing 
is easily removed for cleaning. 


How safe 
As we have said, with enough 
power to produce wheelspin at 
any legal speed, 735i drivers will 
need to know their oversteer from 
their opposite lock. Enthusiastic 
owner-drivers may well have the 
skills required for safe haste, but 
one wonders about the drivers of 
company-owned BMWs. 

The big disc brakes draw assis- 
tance from the same hydraulic 
system as the power steering, and 
they proved immune to fade and 
soakings. For owners who worry 
about front-wheel lock-up, BMW 
offers the option of ALS — an 
electronic. sensor system. that 
allegedly achieves cadence brak- 
ing automatically to make a 
wheel-locked slide impossible. 
We were disappointed to find that 
this was yet another extra that 


All measurements in inches 
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kerbweight 30cwt 
overall length 16ft 
overall width 6ft 
overall height 4ft 8in 


was missing from our already 
expensive test car. Steep hills 
proved no obstacle to the hand- 
brake, and the door stays and 
engine tickover all worked nor- 
mally on a I-in-3. 

Vivid acceleration and swer- 
vability are the 735i’s primary 
safety features but, if the worst 
does happen, occupants are well 
protected. Our safety checklist is 
virtually one big Yes, with only 
the placing of the fuel tank giving 
real cause for concern. Interior 
padding is well executed, and 
BMW provides seatbelts for five. 
A nice touch is the first-aid kit 
concealed in the rear centre 
armrest, and while the rear head- 
restraints were criticised for obs- 
tructing vision, they do protect 
back-seaters from whiplash neck 
injuries. 


How much 
Depreciation is unlikely to worry 
the driver who’s prepared to 


spend more than £16,000 on his 
transport, but at £5000-plus-per- 
year depreciation, the worry will 
largely be confined to company 
owners. Servicing intervals may 
be a lengthy 10,000 miles apart, 
with engine oil and filter replace- 
ment at the halfway stage, but the 
garage costs will be high. Even 
the most humble German cars 


‘have pretentious parts prices. 


However it’s driven, the BMW 
is no economy car, displaying the 
same appetite for 4-star at 70mph 
on the motorway as it does ona 
gentle rural potter. We wonder, 
then, how the Department of 
Energy’s urban cycle produced 
11.8mpg. It would take ragged 
and illegally fast driving to 
approach that notional figure. 
Our overall result of 2144mpg is 
respectable for a cost-conscious 
limo of ool 1980s 


Verdict 
The 735i has rightly been hailed as 
one of the world’s best cars. Cer- 
tainly, we can think of no other 
saloon of this size that’s got so 
much driver appeal when it’s hur- 
ried. No doubt that’s sufficient 
reason for the well-heeled young at 
heart to form a queue at BMW 
dealerships. 

But not everyone wants to be a 
tearaway, and for those with a 
more-relaxed attitude to life, we 
can think of cars that are quieter 
and more comfortable — if less 
well finished. They are called 
Jaguar-Daimler. 


ENGINE ‘ 
Type and size front-mounted, 6-in-line, 
water-cooled; 93.4mm borex84mm 
stroke=3453cc; 7 main bearings; cast iron 
block/aluminium alloy head | 
Compression ratio 9.3:1 

Valve gear single overhead camshaft 
driven by chain, actuating rockers 

Fuel system Bosch L-Jetronic fuel injec- 
tion from 18.7 gal tank with low-level warne 


ing lamp 

Max power (DIN-net) 217.5bhp at 
5200rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 228/bft at 
4000rpm 

TRANSMISSION 


Clutch 9.45in diaphragm spring, single 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; load/ 
travel 40Ib/5in 

Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse. Ratios: first 3.82:1, second 2.2231, 
third 1.39:1, fourth 1:1, fifth 0.81:1, reverse 
Bhat 

Final drive hypoid bevel in taper roller 
bearings; 3.25:1 to rear wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 27.9 in top gear, 22.7 
in fourth 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — Front: independent Mac- 
Pherson struts, coil springs, lower trans- 
verse arms and drag links, anti-roll bar. 
Rear: independent with coil springs and_ 
semi-trailing arms. Dampers telescopic 
Steering power-assisted ZF ball-and- 
nut, 4 turns between full locks; turning cir- 
cles average 35¥2ft between kerbs with 
63ft in response to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 612J alloy rims with 205/70VR14 
steel-braced radial-ply tyres. (Michelin 
XWX) 

Brakes dual-line hydraulic discs front 
and rear, with hydraulic assistance, line 
failure warning lamp, handbrake warning 
lamp, brake-pad wear warning lamp, anti-_ 
lock braking system optional 
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THE REVOLUTIONARY 
NEW SUNNY COOL 
FROM ELECTROLUX 


KEEPS FOOD AND DRINK 
HOT OR COLD. 


Now you can have cold drinks or hot snacks anywhere, with Sunny Cool, 

ay A development from space technology, Sunny Cool is a portable 
food container which cools or heats — using the 

_heat-exchanging properties of two tiny Peltier elements. 

There's no compressor, no absorber and, apart from a fan,no 

moving parts. 

Ideal for use in car or boat —just connect your Sunny Cool to the 

12V DC supply; either to the cigarette lighter or jack-plug socket. 


@ Weighs only 78 lb when empty. @ Internal volume. 0.28 cu.ft. gross 
(0.27 net) @ 12V operation, consumption approximately 3.5 amps per 


plastic case. @ Handle lowers into lid. Clip-in sandwich holder inside. 


Electrolux Ltd., 
Luton LU4 9QQ. 


Time: 7 30am.| Place: Dover _ 


gh e 


= ring Silver Shield-Britain's the information you need 
‘ fastest growing network to summon up speedy 
| | of windscreen replacement reliable help when you NO PROBLEM THAMS 
specialists. Our need it most, and when 
distinctive Black, Red and you don't want to get TO SILVER SHIELD 
Silver radio controlled taken for a ride. 


vans are on call 24 hours a 
“Tee day, and carry replacements for 


It doesn't matter whether most makes Of Car. 
you're dashing to catch the car We'll give you a firm 
ferry to take the family on competitive quote for the job, 
holiday, or running late fora prompt, expert assistance anda 
pressing business appointment, fully guaranteed replacement. 
you can guarantee that a What's more, all our mobile units 
shattered windscreen always are equipped with heavy duty 
happens at the wrong moment. industrial vacuum cleaners so 
At best it’s inconvenient, that the glass fragments go into 
at worst its an expensive and the bag—not into your 
frustrating disaster, and even upholstery or paintwork. 
more annoying a badly fitted Don't wait till it's too late, 
replacement can cause problems act now, cut out and post the 
for years after. coupon for your FREE Instant ‘ 
So if your screen goes, just Distress card. It carries all 


Silver Shield Windscreens. National Freefone 2278 (via the operator) or find usin 
Yellow Pages. 


Each of the following control centres will provide a service throughout their respective 
Yellow Page area (approx 30 mile radius) 

Brighton (0273) 594553 Bristol (0272) 655357 Colchester Braintree (0376) 24787 Coventry 
(0203) 661122 Cornwall Truro (0872) 560321 Exeter (0392) 77606 Glasgow (041)641 7575 
Gloucester Swindon (0793) 30958 Leicester (0533) 546723 London North West (01) 9070055 - 
North (01) 803 4823 South West & South (01) 898 8273 East & South East (01) 590 4718 Manchester 


Shield Windscreen Replacement 
Service, together with my FREE 
instant Distress Card. 


hour (cooling) or 1.5 amps per hour (heating). @ Sturdy, shock-resistant 


Please send me details of the Silver 


North Rochdale (0706) 53233 Northampton (0604) 585555 Oxford Gerrards Cross (02813) 84321 


Address 


Reading Gerrards Cross (02813) 84321 Southend Braintree (0376) 24787 Taunton (0823) 412059 
Guildford FREEFONE 2278 Bedford FREEFONE 2278 


Anumber of additional centres are due to open shortly and contact can be established by 
dialling 100 and asking the operator for FREEFONE 2278 


suo FREEFONE 2278 


SHIELD 


38-42 Holbrook Lane, 


ASilver| = |Shield National Headquarters, 


Silver Shield Windscreens. 


Coventry. (0203) 661311 
a SS Ca SS Cs ee 


¥Problem: Shattered Windscreen 
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AVERAGE MILEAGE AND EXPENDITURE, excluding depreciation 


MONTH-BY-MONTH Servic- All Total Petrol 
ANALYSIS (all cars) ing/ Insur- Other Cost Cost 

Petrol Repairs ance Costs Total Mileage per Mile per Mile 
(£) (£) (£) (£) (pence) (pence) 


INDEX OF 
MOTORING COSTS 


MARCH 1979-FEBRUARY 1980 


February 1980 82°90 13.45. Si T1 7.33 58 7T 636 9.24 5.17 
January 1980 31.63 40.22 "5.04 7.76 54.64 626 8.73 5.05 

December 1979 34.06 1088 5.11 7.60 57.64 676 8.53 5.04 

ERE’S THE ONLY true | November 1979 S307) 48.79 e500 8.47 60.33 685 8.80 4.83 
i. guide to the average October 1979 34.19 1425 5.01 7.39 60.85 687 8.86 4.98 
motorist’s expenditure on run- September 1979 8376 ui f1 Gen a 7.93 58.02 764 7.59 4.42 
In this unique DRIVE August 1979 35.64 11.31 4.92 8.62 60.49 839 7.21 4.25 

ning a car. ked each | “uly 1979 34,98), "17.93 ¥01"5:06 8.03 65.30 720 9.07 4.76 
service, 1000 owners picked each | jine 1979 31.02 15.70 4.96 960 61.28 746 821 4.16 
month at random are asked to | May 1979 27.05 17.93 4.86 8.91 58.75 733 8.02 3.75 
declare the number of miles they | April 1979 25.80 2096 4.80 9.08 60.63 771 7.86 3.35 
have driven, the amount of petrol | March 1979 24.53 Fe | 4.79 9.54 59.98 686 8.75 3.58 


they’ve bought, and all other 
related outgoings. 

The results of these interviews 
are then added to the data from 
similar surveys in the previous 11 
months. Thus, in addition to 
analysing the combined experi- 
ences of 12,000 motorists each 
year, DRIVE’s Index of Motoring 
Costs also succeeds in ironing- 
out seasonal fluctuations. 

Three main areas of expendi- 
ture are highlighted — fuel, serv- 
icing and repairs (including oil for 
topping-up) and insurance. Road 
tax, motoring-organisation sub- 
scriptions, parking fees, acces- 
sories and miscellaneous items 
are show as ‘All other costs’. 
Depreciation, however, is not 
taken into account. 


DRIVE’s Index is based on 


motoring costs in the month of 
October 1973. 


PRESENT AND PAST ANNUAL EXPENDITURE (all cars) 


Mar 1979—Feb 1980 377.93 178.91 59.57 100.26.) 716,.67) 6569 8.36 4.41 


Mar 1978—Feb 1979 283.11 169.42 53.61 103.42 609.57 8991 6.78 3.15 
Mar 1977—Feb 1978 292.29 148.91 44.14 97.91 584.21 8975 6.51 3.26 
Mar 1976—Feb 1977 287.83 125.76 41.73 TOIH 133i1.0Ss 7. G1 tS 5.79 3.14 


‘All other costs’ includes expenditure on items such as road tax, parking, AA subscription, accessories 


First, the good news: the cost of ‘only’ 144% — almost 30% less owner: spent £716.67 in this 
motoring isn’t rising as fast as than government price estimates. period, the first time that annual 
motoring costs. This isn’t as daft The reason: motorists have expenditure has topped £700. 
as it sounds. The government’s been using their cars more spar- More than half ofthis was spent at 
Retail Price Index shows that, ingly —and, judging by the latest the pumps — arise of nearly £100 
since October 1973, when DRIVE returns, are continuing todo so. a year, despite reduced usage. 
launched this monthly survey, Compared to the previous year, Which is mainly why expenditure 
motoring prices have increased ‘the man not on the Clapham went up by 1.58p per mile. 
by an average 173% —just under omnibus’ but driving a car Other factors in this spiral: 
20% more than prices generally. covered 422 fewer miles inthe 12 servicing and repairs expenditure 
But DRIVE’s Index, based on months ending February 1980. up £9.49; insurance up £5.96; and 
the real-life experiences of car Nonetheless, rising prices — ‘other costs’ —accessories, park- 
owners, shows that, in the same petrol especially — saw toit that, ing fees, and so on — not surpris- 
period, average outgoings rose by despite economising, the average ingly down £3.16. 


It pays to own a new car — at YEAR OF REGISTRATION Servic- Total Petrol 
least, it does once you've paid for MONTHLY EXPENDITURE ing/ __ Insur- Cost Cost 
it. After that, as the table shows, (all cars) Repairs ance Mileage per Mile per Mile 
monthly outgoings on servicing (£) (pence) (pence) 
and repairs are slight, as com- 

pared to those for older models, 1979 

especially in the first year, when eles 

the warranty takes care of things. 4975_4976 

By the eighth and ninth year, gar- 4973-1974 

age bills have multiplied six times 1971-1972 

while mileage has fallen by half. Pre-1971 


HOW THE MONEY GOES UP — AT-A-GLANCE 


TOTAL COST OF MOTORING 
AND COST PER MILE 


i TOTAL MOTORING COST(£) 


SERVICING AND|REPAIR COSTS err 


7i2p 
PETROL COS 


tt tat you drive 


“eS ataat's os Ty \ 


There’ s little doubt that motorists ENGINE SIZE Servic- All Total Petrol 
buy engines as much as shapes (post-1969 cars only) ing/ Insur- Other Cost Cost 
when they choose a car, for the MONTHLY EXPENDITURE Petrol Repairs ance Costs Total Mileage per Mile per Mile 
use to puiaeh a car is put is (£) (£) (£) (£) (£) (pence) (pence) 
‘reflected by its cc rating. Models 
— 900cc 20.56 9.33 4.61 6.96 41.44 568 7.30 3.62 
Bee ipines of ea emonh on 901—1100cc 24.61 1322. 475 765. 5021 630 7.97 3.91 
1101—1300cc 30.07 12.81 4.95 7.81 55.63 725 7.67 4.14 
average, compared to the 1000 or = 1301—1500cc 33.55 1550 5.21 8.73 62.97 739 8.52 4.54 
so miles travelled by more-powerful 1501—1700cec 39.89 este 5.38 9.18 67.20. 863 7.79 4.62 
‘cars with 1701cc-plus engines. 1701cc+ 47.26 13.76 6.81 10.28 78,09 965 8.09 4.90 
NATIONALITY AND MAKE Servic- All Total Petrol It’s a fact of motoring life that the 
(post-1969 cars) ing/ Insur- Other Cost Cost typical UK-built car on British 
MONTHLY EXPENDITURE Petrol Repairs ance Costs Total Mileage per Mile per Mile is sli 
1 (€) (e) () () (e) laencay encer roads is slightly older and larger 
r Pe than the typical foreign car — 
BRITISH 34.01 1484 513 832 6224 773 8.06 4.40 Which explains why owners of 
: British models are paying out 
Chrysler/Talbot 32.03 1548 4.80 8.11 60.40 690 8.76 4.65 more on servicing and repairs. 
Ford 37.90 15.94 5.31 9,27 68.42 869 7.88 4.36 Expenditure on petrol, however, 
Leyland O62 MANS 5.14 Leo 5a.75 714 8.22 4.45 is remarkably similar — 4.40p per 
Vauxhall 33.58 14.09 4.88 8.22 60.76 807 7.52 4.16 mile for UK cars against 4.32p. 
FOREIGN 32.79 10.65 5.79 8.63 57.86 758 7.63 4.32 
French 32.83 12.30 Dea 8.98 59.46 747 7.95 4.39 
Italian 28.50 8.96 5.92 7.07 50.43 674 7.48 4.23 
Japanese 30.92 7.91 6.05 7.90 Pea eIT 768 6.87 4.03 
W German 37.01 10.45 5.88 8.36 61.68 835 7.39 4.43 
ST SS I I TE I I IETS I TEE LE LF IG EOI TIC LE ET EI ET BTL IEP A DOG LD BENT SEB ETE CRE STE BIEL, FETE I ENOL ELIT ES Ti EEE 
Datsun 30.27 6.88 5.84 8.08 51.06 726 7.04 4.17 — 
Fiat 26.84 8.32 5.49 “28 47.86 653 7.33 4.11 
Renault 32.87 11.15 DISh 7.58 56.95 728 7.82 4.51 
Simca 21eG 9.43 4.81 6.33 48.26 603 8.00 4.60 
VW 32.39 5.20 5.12 7.96 50.65 707 7.17 4.58 
Volvo 47.25 123 7.46 10.51 76.45 891 8.58 5.31 Faithful old Rover —typically British 


Only owners of two models inthis MODEL-BY-MODEL Servic- All Total Petrol 
list had total running costs aldagehpties Pal ag ing/ Insur- Sided sn oo oe 
of under Sp per mile: the newer. (post- cars etro epairs ance osts ota ileage per Mile per Mile 

and high-mileage (‘salesman’s MONTHLY EXPENDITURE (£) (£) (£) () (£) (pence) (pence) 
favourite’) Ford Cortina 1600 A) ctin-Morris Mini 850 19.12 1655 4.34 6.65 46.64 466 10.02 4.11 
Mk 4 (5.27p) and the Datsun  \yjpj 1000 2065 764 468 792 4088 549 7.45 3.76 
gene ch eat alsO Allegro 1275 30.40 1664 4.68 6.84 58.55 749 7.82 4.06. 
eads the table on fuel (3.16p per Maxi 1750 35.42 19.08 5.20 8.04 67.72 752 9.01 4.71' 
mile), followed by Ford’s Escort Marina 1300 Mk | 27.61 V417 4.62 759 50.97 641 7.95 4.31 
-1100/Popular Mk 2 and Vaux- Marina 1300 Mk II 92-7900" 2143 4.72 8.21 47.98 817 5.87 4.00 
hall’ Ca lier 1584 (3.63p) and’ Marina 1800 Mk | 31.15 2260 5.19 9.92 68.84 721 9.55 4.32 
gather Ford te Fiesta (cp), cae so, Gs; des fea ay Se 8 
i Princess 1.01 3 ; ; z 
The accolade for the smallest ” 15.64 469 773 60 58 679 893 4.80 
“average monthly bills, however, funer et “Yonge! 3847 i pene iey 645 6866 618 11.12 4.61 
goes to low-mileage Fiat 500/127 Alpine 40.01 7.36 5.45 8.56 61.37 1063 5.78 3.77 
“owners (£37.54), followed. by Datsun Cherry 22.23 3.45 5.40 7.19 38.24 703 5.44 3.16 
Datsun Cherry drivers (£38.24). Sunny el ie shies ee si pe oo ue et 
I-b odeltable Fiat 128/124 p : 
ies. po ene evar ralbor 5 500/127 20.44 6.12 465 6.36 37.54 537 6.99 3.81 
Alpine, making a very fair first [0rd Escort 1100/Popular Mk 1 26.74 30.28 4.47 7.92 69.38 570 12.1 7 4.69 
: P Escort 1100/Popular Mk 2 ‘ } : \ : ' 
_ Showing at 5.78p per mile. Escort 1300 Mk 1 5863. 3009 477 «241724 «+7072 £609 11.61 4.70 
Escort 1300 Mk 2 BTiO4 see 5.01 10.99 6683 952 7.02 3.95 
FORD ARE FAVOURITE fiesta 2968 684 526 769 4945 814 «246.07 3.64 
— OLD AND NEW Cortina 1300 Mk 3 38.04 17.41 4.54 8.31 68.28 751 9.10 5.07 
The Top 10 new-car sellers in Cortina 1600 Mk 3 36.83), 20.62 5.10 OTT ¥ 73:29 779 9.41 4.73 
February (source, the Society of Cortina 1600 Mk 4 53.44 4.75 4.76 10.43 73.37 1392 5.27 3.84 
Motor Maputactisers and Tid, Sots o4 Ge se 6s on ee ge ies 
ers) were: 1 Ford Cortina; 2 Ford 30") 870 4702, 879. 682: 7.95. 7157, 11105- 6.48. 4.28 
Escort; 3 Ford Fiesta; 4 Austin. Renault 4/5)6 2634 1710 492 686 552! 675 818 3.90 
“Morris Mini; 5 Vauxhall 49 30.52 420 5.05 6.34 46.10 641 7.20 4.76 
iP ‘Cavalier; 6 Vauxhall Chevette; 7 15/16/17 43.81 10.29 5.85 8.65 68.59 893 7.68 4.90 
pe ustin Allegro; 8 Morris Marina; Rover 2000/3000 (pre-1976) 51.62. 20:30 6.50 PS) OOO 832 10.28 6.20 
9 Renault 18; 10 Talbot Horizon. Triumph Toledo/Dolomite 1300 31.64 15.35 4.76 5.96 57.70 ue one ay 
fe mest sought wed cary 209g, we pe is ie ge Ee Ss 
Source, Computacar) were: 1 Chey ttte 1256 3252 645 475 907 5278 846 46.24 3.84 
Ford Escort; 2 Ford Cortina; 3 Cavalier 1584 4234 1079 561 1046 6918 1168 592 3.63 
Austin-Morris Mini; 4 Ford VW Beetle 25.78 Sse 4.31 6.45 41.66 534 7.80 4.83 
Capri; 5 Renault 5; 6 Volkswagen Golf/Polo 34.14 5.84 5.29 7.34 52.60 830 634 4.11 


, ¢ Golf; 7 MGB;8 Ford Granada; 9 


/\ Volkswagen Beetle; 10 Triumph 
Dolomite. 


NB: Different usage patterns and sample 
small variations, in particular areas, in expenditure on certain makes 


sizes could account for some of the 
and models 
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LAKE GENEVA 
REGION 


Frankfurt Munchen 


Milano 


A Wide Choice of Excursions... 


The Lake of Geneva Region, 
in the south-west of Switzer- 
land, offers all the conditions 
necessary for ‘‘made to 
measure” holidays. Excellent 
roads and comfortable trains 
bring within easy reach all 
parts of this particularly lovely 
district. The chain of the Alps, 
first of all — with well-known 
resorts. like Villars, Leysin, Les 
Diablerets, Chateau d’Oex and 
Les Mosses — and the Jura 
range with Ste. Croix-Les 
Rasses, the Vallée de Joux and 
St. Cergue. It also boasts 
several lakes, including the 
Lake of Geneva with the well 
known international towns of 
Geneva and Nyon, Rolle, 
Morges, Lausanne, Vevey and 
Montreux along its shores, and 
the lake of Neuchatel with 
Yverdon-les-Bains. Finally, 
lovely countryside between the 
Alps and the Jura, in particular 
in the region of the Broye, 
completes the choice offered 
by this very diversified district. 

Naturally there are oppor- 
tunities too for countless 
excursions, such as to the lake 
in the Vallée de Joux (at an 
altitude of 3,300 feet), the Orbe 
caves at Vallorbe, the Roman 
remains at Avenches, the 
Abbey of Payerne (11th 
century) or Lausanne 
Cathedral (13th century) and 
the St. Pierre Cathedral (12th 
century, now in restoration)-in 
the heart of the old town. The 
chateaux of Coppet, Nyon, 
Morges, Aigle, Grandson and 
Lucens each has its own 
museum, while the Chateau de 
Chillon remains one of the 
most popular castles’ in 
Europe, with the largest 
number of visitors. 


The remarkable panoramic 
view from the Rochers-de- 
Naye allows visitors to admire 
the whole of the Lake of 
Geneva, while a cruise on the 
lake is an invitation to 
discover, in a very pleasant, 
relaxing way, picturesque 
lakeside towns such as 
Morges, Nyon, and Rolle, to 
mention but a few. 

The Lake of Geneva Region 
offers facilities for sports of all 
kinds, with many covered and 
open-air swimming pools, 
artificial skating rinks, tennis 
courts, riding centres, golf 
courses — including an Alpine 
course at Villars — and 
beaches. It is also possible to 
ski in mid-summer on Les 
Diablerets glacier (approx. 
10,000 ft.) and, for the more 
adventurous, even to go hang- 
gliding. 

The Lake of Geneva Region 
is also a big centre for art and 
culture. The international 
festivals of Lausanne 
(classical music), Montreux 
(jazz) and Nyon (folk music), 
the Villars Rendez-Vous 
(folklore) and the ‘‘Concours 
international d’exécution 
musicale” in Geneva are but a 
few of a very wide range. 


3 Nights from £20: (S.Fr.69.-) 
is one of the hotel arrange- 
ments offered by the tourist 
offices of the Lake of Geneva 
Region, comprising accommo- 
dation in twin-bedded rooms, 
breakfast, taxes and service 
charges included. This basic 
offer is completed by a whole 
range of attractive and 
inexpensive, package 
arrangements. 


From Water-Skiing to Alpine Skiing... 


Did you know that the Lake 
of Geneva Region offers one 
feature that is probably unique 
of its kind in the world? In less 
than two hours, it is possible to 
switch from water skiing on the 
lake to Alpine skiing on the 
everlasting snows of the Les 


Diablerets glacier, at a height 
of nearly 10,000 ft., which is 
easily reached by aerial 
cableway, and has a high 
altitude restaurant overlooking 
a magnificent Alpine 
panorama. 


Fribourg-Neuchatel Region 


The canton of Fribourg 
contains many historic towns, 
including its capital, Fribourg, 
and the charming cities of 
Morat, on the shore of the lake 
of the same name, Estavayer- 
le-Lac, on the shore of the lake 
of Neuchatel, and Romont, 
Bulle and Gruyéres in the Fore- 
Alps. It is also renowned for 
the lovely, — still-picturesque 
regions of Charmey, Moléson 
and the ‘Lac Noir’ (Black 
Lake). : 


Information 


® Swiss National Tourist 
Office, Swiss Centre, 1 New 
Coventry Street, Tel. 01-734 19 
21 - TX 21295 Swisturist Idn. 
P.O. Box 10, Wardour Street, 
London W1V 4BJ. 


@ Office du tourisme du 
Canton de Vaud, avenue de la 
Gare 10, CH-1002 Lausanne, 
tel. 01041/21/22 77 82, TX 24390. 


@ Office du tourisme de 
Genéve, rue de la Tour de I’lle 
1, CH-1204 Genéve, tel. 
01041/22/28 72 33, TX 22 795. 


@ Office neuchatelois du 
tourisme, rue du Trésor Q, 
CH-2000 Neuchatel, tel. 
01041/38/25 17 89. 


@ Union fribourgeoise du 
tourisme, route Neuve 6, 
CH-1700 Fribourg, tel. 


01041/37/23 33 63, TX 36499. 


Booking (Through your travel 
agency or the local tourist 
office). 


Neuchatel is a canton of 
mountains — with the Jura 
range; and water — with the 
lakes of Neuchatel and Bienne, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzer- 
land’s watchmaking capital, 
and Le Locle, the city of 
precision engineering, are 
surrounded by large woods 
and pastures, while Neuchatel, 
an historic town for studying 
and holidays, is ideally 
situated on the shores of the 
lake that bears its name. 


Lake Geneve Region 
The lake of Geneva 
CH-1211 Geneve 
CH-1260 Nyon 
CH-1180 Rolle 
CH-1110 Morges 
CH-1006 Lausanne 
CH-1605 Chexbres 
CH-1800 Vevey 
CH-1820 Montreux 


The Broye 
CH-1530 Payerne 


Nord vaudois 
CH-1400 Yverdon-les-Bains 
CH-1450 Ste-Croix-les-Rasses 


The Jura 

CH-1347 Vallée de Joux/Le 
Sentier 

CH-1264 St-Cergue 


The Alps 

CH-1837 Chateau-d’Oex 
CH-1865 Les Diablerets 
CH-1854 Leysin 
CH-1861 Les Mosses 
CH-1884 Villars 


Fribourg-Neuchatel Region 
CH-1700 Fribourg 

CH-3280 Morat 

CH-1630 Bulle 

CH-1661 Gruyéres-Moléson 
CH-1637 Charmey 

CH-2000. Neuchatel! 

CH-2300 La Chaux-de-Fonds 


HE MOTOR CAR is not yet 100 
years old, and yet, for the 
= 50 years, certain cars have 
become objects not of utility and 
mere transportation but of loving 
‘care and adulation — valuable 
‘works of art, rare pieces of 
| cherished antiquity. 

_ The passion for old motors is a 
-20th-century phenomenon, and, 
like most phenomena, it is dif- 
| ficult to explain. Perhaps it began 
with the natural desire of men — 
and women — to hang on to those 
things that recapture the atmos- 
here and essence of youth, tang- 


times past. But it has continued, 
| through generations of people and 
| generations of cars. And today, 
| whereas it was once only the old 
who reminisced with glistening 
eye, there are hundreds of teena- 
gers who, having acquired their 
first driving licence, can barely 
‘contain their ambition to own a 
| car of the 1950s. 


| Contenders for survival 
| Collectable’ cars fall broadly 
nto four categories: bread-and- 
butter, fun, sporting, luxury. Fun 
cars and sporting cars are 
| purpose-built to evoke sensations 
| — affection and loyalty — and 
| those same enthusiasms will 
} ensure their survival. Luxury 
}cars will survive for several 
| reasons, not least their initial 
| cost: owners ensure that their 
Sizeable investments are well 
} cared for. In-built quality will also 
ensure longevity, and the conser- 
Vatism of both cars and owners 
} will prevent them being ‘dated’. 
| Bread-and-butter cars survive 
| usually by a combination of the 
law of averages — if they are built 
in millions, they will survive in 
hundreds — plus outstanding 
| design, sound: construction and 
| the accidents of fate. 
It is a pretty safe bet, however 
hat any car that survives until the 
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and the 
priceless cars 
of today 


ible reminders of rose-coloured. 


How would you like to own a vintage car? Well, chances are you 
already do. For if you can keep your Mini or your Beetle in good 
shape, you — or your grandson — could one day be sitting in a 
fortune. MICHAEL WORTHINGTON-WILLIAMS, head of Sotheby’s 
Veteran and Vintage Vehicle Department. (above), tells what 
makes a ‘collectable’ car, and gives his Top 12 Tips for the cars of 
today that his successors will be selling in the Sotheby’s of year 
2055 . . . when the AA celebrates its second 75th anniversary 


year 2055 will be collected 
simply because it’s there. 


The erosion factors 

Whichever cars survive over the 
next 75 years, one thing is certain: 
it is going to be far harder to 
restore them than has been the 
case with the present vintage and 
veteran crop. The fact is that 
today’s cars — tomorrow’s vete- 
rans — although better designed 
than their predecessors, are less 
robust. And today’s better roads, 
faster speeds, lighter bodies and 
mass-production will take a toll. 

Rust, too, will be an increasing 
factor. Most body panels are of a 
far thinner-gauge metal 
before the war, and, although 
rust-protection techniques are 
undoubtedly improving, this 
means that once the tinworm has 
a hold it has less eating to do. 

The monocoque construction 
of post-war cars — integrated 
body and chassis — will aggra- 
vate major rebuild) problems 
where rust is deep-seated. On the 
other hand, advanced technol- 
ogy, unknown to today’s car col- 
lectors, may improve matters to 
some extent. 

And there may, of course be 
even greater problems, of which 
our own recent experience has 
given us but an inkling. If, for 


instance, fossil fuels have been, 


either exhausted or severely 
rationed by 2055, collectors-cars 
of all categories and ages could be 
confined to static displays in 


‘museums and private collections. 


But I imagine — perhaps optimis- 


than , 


tically? — that this will not be so. 

Legislation to control exhaust 
pollution, well advanced in coun- 
tries such as N America, could 
affect the owners and operators of 
collector-cars 75 years from now, 
but we have already established 
precedents that give dispensation 
to vehicles manufactured before 
certain dates. 

A far more serious threat, 
perhaps, will be the continuing — 
and necessary — preoccupation 
with safety, which demands spe- 
cial exemptions for the 
collector-car. The MoT test and 
its equivalents in other countries 
place heavy pressures on early 
vehicles. In certain places, 
restrictive legislation already 
prevents the everyday use of vin- 
tage and veteran cars on public 
roads; and in Gt Britain, the six- 
month-minimum, non-refundable 
road fund licence would force UK 
owners of collector-cars to apply 
for inclusion in a special category 

. and could, in time, attract 
more-sinister attention from the 
Inland Revenue. 

In truth, the chances of any of 
today’s cars lasting (in restorable 
form) to satisfy the demand that 
will undoubtedly exist in 2055 are 
considerably less than those for, 
say, acar built in 1905 and ‘disco- 
vered’ in 1980. 

Apart from anything else, there 
are the changing living habits of 
man. In 1905, most cars belonged 
to the aristocratic, merchant or 
professional classes, and all 
enjoyed spacious and comfort- 
able homes or estates. Families 


rarely moved, and redundant 
household items, which included 
cars, were often merely relegated 
to the back of the motorhouse 
rather than the scrapyard. 
Today, the average family lives 
in a semi-detached house with 
perhaps one lock-up garage, and 
moves every seven years. The 
chances of anything unwanted, 
let alone a redundant car, surviv- 
ing the frequent moves are slim. 
Car builders, too, are attuned to 
change: while in-built obsoles- 
cence is a strong term, there can 
be no doubt that the average 
modern vehicle is designed to last 
only as long as the average user 
wants it to last; beyond that date, 
the economics of keeping it on the 
road will decide what ‘natural 
wastage’ will take place. The col- 
lector of 2055 will have also to 


contend with this attitude —J] 


which by then surely will have 
assumed alarming proportions. 
It goes without saying, every- 
thing currently available from the 
houses of Rolls-Royce and Jaguar 
will not only be eagerly sought- 
after but well represented, and I 
have deliberately omitted specific 
reference to these two marques in 
my Year 2055 selection overpage. 


Whatever the prejudices of 
today’s collector-market, I can 
predict confidently that the pas- 
sage of three-quarters of a cen- 
tury will effectively erase them. 
Just as today’s enthusiast happily 
turns a blind eye to the shortcom- 
ings of a dull and stodgy 1920 
Angus-Sanderson, built like a 
concrete midden and with little 
else to commend it, so will all the 
unloved, pre-selector Daimlers 
and Armstrong-Siddeleys of the 
post-war period find wildly 
appreciative homes in 2055. 

If, however, you can continue 
to keep your Ford Escort running 
for 75 years, your grandson may 
bless you just as much. 
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VANDEN PLAS PRINCESS R 

Already a deluxe version of Austin’s 2.9litre six-cylinder saloon, the 
Vanden Plas Princess underwent something of a metamorphosis in 
1965. The new R was luxuriously appointed, boasted automatic trans- 
mission as standard equipment, and carried beneath its bonnet a 
3.9litre six-cylinder Rolls engine producing 175bhp. Which means that, 
today, you can buy a Rolls-Royce-engined car for less than £1500. Why 
the R never caught on —it was discontinued in 1968 —is not clear, but 
there is a school of thought that says it never was intended to be a 
permanent addition to the Princess range, but was merely a convenient 
receptacle for surplus engines from the Champ, Austin’s abortive, 
Jeep-type military vehicle. Never encountered in great numbers, the R 
is now relatively rare but still cheap: reasonable examples sell for 
£1000-£1500 It will be eagerly sought by our grandchildren. 


JENSEN INTERCEPTOR 

Coachbuilder Jensen of W Bromwich always managed to combine the 
‘best of other people’s components with its own attractive and well- 
made bodywork, and its first and last products were powered by 
American engines. The Anglo-American hybrid is, in fact, a 1930s 
concept that once embraced names such as Brough-Superior, 
Lamman-Graham, Atalanta and Railton. With the comparatively 
recent demise of Jensen, only ‘new-boy’ Bristol —b1947 — carries on 
the tradition, and builds only in penny numbers. As the only pre-war 
survivors into the 1970s, all Jensens deserve to be preserved: their 
combination of European styling and handling with high-powered, 
understressed American engines will be as valid in the years to come as 
now, and Jensen’s superb styling will not date. 


FIAT X1/9 

Launched in the UK in February 1977, the Bertone-designed X 1/9 has 
been described as ‘the car that the Triumph TR7 ought to have been’ 
— unfair to the TR7, perhaps, but a sad commentary on the decline of 
the British sports car over the past decade. With the death of Austin- 
Healey and Jensen-Healey, and clouds over MG, it is comforting to 
know that a car giant such as Fiat is still prepared tc devote production 
space to sucha specialised vehicle. If the X 1/9 survives, it probably will 
be because its wedge-shaped, two-seater body design was well ahead 
of its time and is unlikely to date. In either 1300cc or 1500cc-engine 
form, it will travel as fast as traffic conditions half a century hence are 
likely to permit. And though future regulations will undoubtedly curtail 
sports-car manufacturers, the X1/9 will hold its own. 
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ROVER P4 

Although the last 2.6litre Rover P4 reached the end of the production 
line some 16 years ago, the whole of the series —from the Cyclops- 
headlamped75 of 1950 to the last 105S —was so beautifully engineered 
that models are still encountered on the roads every day. Beloved of 
retired bank managers, the P4 gained the undeserved nickname of 
‘Aunty Rover’: even in old age, suitably loosened-up, it can be quite 
indecently fast. In the early 1970s, this propensity for speed allied to 
robust construction consigned many to a premature grave on the 
stock-car circuit. Mercifully, such folly is now all but past, and the 
recent formation of the P4 Rover Drivers’ Guild seems likely to ensure 
proper preservation of the survivors. The-fact is that the P4 will not 
wear out; true, it gets a little thirsty with the passing years, but some 
earlier examples are still giving good service after 250,000 miles, 


MESSERSCHMITT CABIN SCOOTER 

Designed as a serious vehicle for an austerity era, and givena boost by 
the petrol shortages of the 1956 Suez crisis, the bubble-car was some- 
thing of a mutation in small-car evolution that may be likened to the 
Edwardian three-wheeler. Small and quaint by today’s standards, 
most have in old age acquired the status of fun cars. But the four- 
wheeled version of the Messerschmitt FMR T2500 (Tiger), looking 
remarkably like the cockpit of one of Willi Messerschmitt’s ME109 
fighter aircraft, ranks equally well in the sporting class ... even 
though it was originally designed as an invalid car. With the energy 
crisis unlikely to go away, it may be that the three- and four-wheeled 
‘bubbles’ of the 1950s will look even more at home on the roads of the 
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ALBANY 

Albanys command special attention in the replica-car world insofar as. 
they are made with far greater attention to detail and quality than 
many others, and by a company whose main interests lie in the con- 
struction industry. At 50 paces, the Triumph Spitfire-engined Albany — 
roadster could be mistaken for a true Edwardian, and, since early 
models were powered by the Morris Minor 1000 engine, spares prob- 
lems are unlikely for many years to come. The fact that the Albany is” 
also offered in van form — making it familiar through local delivery 
work —will also help ensure survival for a marque that has the distinc 
advantage of being instantly ‘collectable’ from the moment of leaving 
the Dorset factory in which it is built. 


DRIVE July-August | 
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CITROEN 2CV 

The habit of French farmers of keeping ancient vehicles on the road 
with a combination of faith, hope and binder twine has nothing to do 
with sentiment: frugality is a national characteristic. The ubiquitous 
deux cheveaux has captured exactly the essence of this agricultural 
puritanism. Uncompromising in its ugliness, it nevertheless — or 
perhaps consequently —has an undoubted charm all its own. Not only 
that, the corrugated-iron, garden-shed exterior of the commercial 
models, and the flat, cheap-repair panels of the ‘modern’ version, 
_ encase a roomy body and a willing and economical engine capable of 
~70Omph. For originality and versatility alone, the deux chevaux 
_ deserves to slirvive (and the chances are, of course, that Citroen will 
_ still be making it in 2055!). 
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MINI 
Alec Issigonis is a visionary as well as a car designer, and his 
transverse-mounted front-wheel drive Mini of 1959 set the trend of 
small-car design for the second half of the 20th century. The lineal 
descendant of the seemingly immortal Austin Seven, the Mini has in 
_ fact been in production longer — 21 years, continuously — combin- 
| ing good performance, sporting potential and economical family 
_ motoring. Equally at home at a point-to-point, outside a yellow front 
| door in Chelsea and in a factory carpark, it.is, like its predecessor, 
entirely classless. Small cars have a better chance of long-time survi- 
_val than larger ones in the lower price brackets, since they can more 
easily be stored. And, with living space already at a premium, this 
| could be a crucial factor in the 2055 survival stakes. 


MORRIS MINOR CONVERTIBLE 
No excuses for including another Issigonis design in this choice of 
cars. In its way, the Minor was just as revolutionary in 1948 (when the 
prototype, codenamed Mosquito, first appeared) as the Mint was in 
1959, introducing a totally new concept in small-car comfort. . . and it 
looked less out of place at the end of production in 1970 than it did when 
introduced. History has shown that an ability to adapt is the only 
guaranteed insurance against,extinction, and there can be no doubt 
hat a reasonable number of these homely, dumpy little ‘ 


‘jelly moulds’ 
will still be giving good service in the 21st century. Why the convertible 
version? Well, it was the least-numerous of the many Minor models, 
‘was the first to be phased out of production, in 1969, and mint examples 
are made rare by the ease with which rain can rot the interior. 
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VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE 

If ever one car illustrated that category of bread-and-butter motoring 
— outstanding design combined with robust construction —it must be 
the VW Beetle. In continuous production since before World War 2 
(and still made, in parts of Africa), the Beetle parallels the indestruct- 
ible Ford Model T. Like the T, it is the only car ever to have exceeded a 
production of 15million units; its basic specification has remained 
unchanged; and VW’s boast that ‘a Beetle is its own garage’ echoed 
Ford’s addiction to stove enamelling to ensure a long-lasting paintjob. 
The horizontally opposed engine, which, in full cry, sounds at best like 
a bag of rusty nails in a tumble-dryer, will happily complete 100,000 
miles with no more than the odd new sparkplug. That plentiful exam- 
ples will be around in 2055, I have no doubt, but you could do worse 
than ‘lay down’ a more-rare convertible Beetle for your grandson. 
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Egotist he may have been, but it is doubtful that Ettore Bugatti would 
have been much flattered by Panther-creator Bob Jankel’s replica 
tribute to his folie de grandeur, the Bugatti Royale. Outwardly, the 
Panther de Ville resembles an open tourer of the 1920s, with Bugatti- 
style radiator, and its main advantage is that it combines all the 
eye-catching appeal of any early car with the mechanical reliability 
and handling of a modern. Because it falls into the category of a fun 
car, however, there will always be enthusiasts willing to espouse it, 
and, like it or hate it, there can be no doubt that it is as representative of 
the growth of nostalgia in the 1970s and 1980s as anything could be. An 
ultimate indication of individuality and wealth, I predict that the de 
Ville will carry the same message to onlookers in the next century. 


i at 2 te 

ASTON MARTIN V8 VANTAGE : 

If ever proof were needed that a car built for enthusiasts can be 
sustained through successive business crises by enthusiasm, then 
Aston Martin surely proves it. Through several company reconstruc- 
tions, the product has emerged each time better than before, and now 
enjoys a world wide following that has never been Stronger. Combining 
luxury with high performance, it straddles comfortably the usually 
yawning gap between formal and sporting carriages, and it is incon- 
ceivable that its 1980s appeal to the high-powered executive will be any 
less with the passage of a mere 75 years. For those requiring something 
even more formal, the £50,000 Aston Martin Lagonda bounds confi- 
dently straight into the 21st century, with its advanced styling and 
specification and computerised controls. 
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Om <— : 2 Keyfinder 
| Returns Your 
Lost Keys | 


Now, for a subscription of less than 1p a week, 
protect yourself from the expense, worry and inconvenience 
of lost keys. Fitted with our quality brass Keyfinder tag, § 
anyone can simply pop lost keys into any postbox from 
where they will be delivered FREEPOST to Keyfinder. We 
immediately check the tag’s confidential code number — 
and, at no cost to you, package and return your keys by First 
Class Post. Similar services have proved very successful 
overseas since 1946. 


‘Clip a Little Peace of Mind to Your 
Keyring Now’ 


Scale of charges for householders, 
offices, shops and companies 


Lifetime registration fee: £1.75 


3 yearly subscription fee: 
1— 5 tags @ £1.50 each tag 
6—10 tags @ £1.40 each tag 
11—20 tags @ £1.30 each tag 
over 20 tags @ £1.25 each tag 


Prices include postage, packing 
and VAT. 


NOTE: Hotels and accommodative businesses may only apply to our Keyfinder 


Hotel Service which offers special low cost subscriptions. 
SS) CS. iS _ il _ CS. OCS eS Ss. ee ee ce Ce ee 


r 

[ Please accept my application and register me as a subscriber 
to Keyfinder 

l {am not a hotelkeeper, nor am | applying on behalf of an accommodative business and | understand 


that Keyfinder Limited has the right to withdraw its services from any individual, business or 
organisation which, in Keyfinder’s opinion, deliberately abuses Keyfinder services or falsifies or 


| enclose my cheque/postal order for the sum of & eee 


payable to Keyfinder Ltd., or debit my ACCESS/DINERS CLUB/ 
AMERICAN EXPRESS Account No. 


l 
l 
l 
l 
l Full Name or Company (please print) 
l 
I 
l 


withholds pertinent information, and in such cases, no refunds will be made. 


(See Scale of Charges) |No. of tags’ 
Please Send Me Tags 


RegistrationFee & 
Total Subscription Fee & 


Address 
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1 
So me egowm Ke YfiINder 
[JSEND TO: Keyfinder Limited, Channing House, I 
Holywell Street, Shrewsbury SY2 5DB AAD 780 
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SUMMER 
MOTORING 
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The thermostat plays a vital part in ensuring that 
your car gives optimum performance. By 
opening and closing according to cooling water 
temperature, it allows your engine to run at peak 
efficiency, controlling the flow of coolant through 
the radiator system. 


If it fails, your engine could overheat. 
Imagine that happening on a busy summer road. 
Or when you're towing. Or anxious to keep toa 

timetable. 
A chilling thought... 
Prevent such risks and check your thermostat 
now. For around acouple of pounds and 20 | 
minutes of your time, you can easily fit the best 
known name in thermostats to your car. 


The peace of mind comes with our compliments. 


-WAXOTAL THERMOSTATS 


and Radiator Caps 


from motoring and accessory shops everywhere. 
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Waxstat Sales Ltd 
Millfield Industrial Estate, Chard, Somerset. 


Waxstats are made only by Western Thomson Controls Ltd. 
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THE VEHICLE ABOVE 
USES 20% LESS PETROL 


The vehicle at the top is fitted with a unique petrol saving device. Pye two-way 
radio. Its driver is always in touch with base, and vice versa. Wasted journeys are a 
thing of the past. Effective mileage savings of up to 20% or more are commonplace. 
The more you use radio the more mileage you save, and every call you make is free. 
Get your share of these savings— ‘phone Cambridge (0223) 61222 now, or send 

the coupon below. 
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20% petrol saving straight away sounds Name: 
o good business if you can show me how. Title: 


Especially with the extra convenience of my 
y own private radio system. Company: Xx 
Address: d 
Ask your Sales Manager to call 0 Post: odessa oc ae 
Send me your book O Phone No: Date: X 


Pye Telecommunications Ltd., Europe's leading Return to: Irvin Fineberg, Pye Telecommunications Ltd., 2 
manufacturer and supplier of two-way radio systems. _ FREEPOST, Cambridge, CB4 IBR. 
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John Couson 


pA INCREASING number of 
ex-motorcyclists are 
returning to two wheels, most 
holding fond memories of thud- 
ding through warm June days on 
solidly built singles made in Bir- 
mingham or Woolwich. For these 
traditionalists, the modern two- 
wheeled world of Japanese high- 
revving, complex multis holds 
few charms. These types grew up 
in an era when bikes were simple 
and riders did their own servicing; 
but what can you do with the 
twin-overhead-camshaft, four- 
cylinder, four-carburettor, six- 


Olde-woride 
charmers 


gear machines now favoured? 

One answer is to ignore them 
and buy a good, old-fashioned 
thudder such as the Enfield 350 or 
the MZ 250/1 Supa 5. 


MZ 250/1 Supa 5 Price £506 
The best motorcycle to write 
about is a really bad one: it sup- 
plies so many meaty points of 
interest that readers feel satisfied 
they are being told the awesome 
truth. By the same token, the 
worst is that rare machine, the 
perfect bike: it suggests either 
naivety or dishonesty on the part 
of a tester to say that he found 
everything good. 

This is the case with the MZ — 
an E German motorcycle that’s 
as modern as a_ sophisticated 
Japanese sportster, but with all 
the flavour of vintage motorcycl- 
ing. The thing is such a peach of a- 
bike that it’s an embarrassment. 

True, the 6v, 45/40w headlamp 
is barely strong enough, and 
British-made tyres would give 
more secure wet-weather adhe- 
sion, and. ..er...ah, yes — 
seat padding is rather skimpy. 
But, after that, there is little to 
write about except good 

things. 
Motorradwerke 

Zschopau’s biggest 

headache all along has been 


rea 
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its Communist-bloc background: 
people with experience of low- 
grade products from that part of 
the world lump everything 
together. But such rough justice 
overlooks the fact that the MZ is 
German-built. 

MZ’s chief engineer is Walter 
Kaaden, the father of the modern 
two-stroke; every two-stroke 
maker in the world today pays 
homage to his operational princi- 
ple by using it. His present range 
of MZs began life in the late 
1950s, when the company took 
over the old DKW factory to con- 
centrate on building lightweights. 
By the mid-1960s, Western 
motorcyclists were demanding 
more and more of the robust and 
functionally efficient little 
machines, even though MZ was 
suffering the Iron Curtain malaise 
of weak engine bearings, brittle 
chains, crude carburettors and 
ignition systems: and low-grade 
rubber and soft plastics. British 
buffs, however, recognised the 
fundamental soundness of the 
bikes and simply rectified the 
problems themselves. 

When the 250/1 — MZ’s first 
five-speeder — was launched, a 
couple of years ago, it incorpo- 
rated all the improvements neces- 
sarily to turn it into an extraordi- 
nary fine motorcycle. A new 
cylinder head and piston com- 
bined with a new exhaust system 
to improve power, economy, 
smoothness and_= silencing; 
improved ignition and carbura- 
tion provided better starting and 
reliability; and the old bugbear of 
bearing failure was overcome. 

By some standards, the 
machine is old-fashioned. The 


engine is lubricated by a 50:1 pet- 
roil mix, with neither reed nor 
disc valve to assist its breathing; a 
6v dynamo (crankshaft-mounted) ~ 
supplies electrical power; there is 
no electric starter; and both 
brakes are mechanically operated 
drum-type. All-in-all, the Supa 5 
is good, solid, meat-and-potato 
pie throughout. 

From the twin-tube spine frame 
hangs the soft-rubber-mounted — 
engine — a system that more 
manufacturers would do well to 
copy for a totally vibration-free 
ride. Apart from the huge and ~ 
very efficient silencer that takes 
up threequarters of the total 
exhaust system length, the nor- 
mal two-stroke intake howl is 
muted by an equally large induc- — 
tion silencer and filter. Great 
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pains have been taken to ensure 
low engine noise, and a strongly 
made rear-chain enclosure elimi- 


nates all ‘thrash’. 


Such admirable practicality is 
often penalised by poor perfor- 


_ mance, but the Supa 5 maintains a 


spanking pace to keep up with all 
but the fastest sports 250s over 
ordinary roads. The best of it is 
that the MZ’s performance is 
continuously usable over huge 


_ mileages because of its quietness, 
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smoothness and _ high-geared, 
low-revving engine. 
Acceleration is hard and fast to 
70mph, at which point it begins to 
ease off until the 80mph limit. 


| This speed can, however, be 


maintained as long as hill and 
headwind allow, without harm to 
the engine. The best cruising 
speed is 65-70mph, when 75- 
80mpg can be achieved regularly 
— not bad consumption for our 
200lb-worth of test rider in bulky 
winter storm-suit sitting upright. 

Through town, the two-stroke 
single is as docile and manageable 
as a well-oiled bicycle 
although our man did notice the 
thinly padded seat after three 
hours of riding; not even the 
long-action, soft suspension can 
obviate this. The rear units are 
two-way load adjustable, com- 
plete with permanent adjuster 
handles —a thoughtful touch. No 
motorcycle, whatever its price, is 
equipped with better suspension. 

Much the same comment 
applies to the finish. Paintwork 
far exceeds the quality supplied 
by the Japanese and Italians, and 
the aluminium castings are of the 
finest material and finish. The 
rear-chain enclosure and air-filter 
box are plastic but immensely 
strong, comparing well with 
good-quality aluminium. 

Switchgear is simple but effec- 
tive — an up/down dipswitch on 
the left handlebar, and a matching 
turn-signal switch on the right 
bar. Both could be worked reli- 
ably by heavily gloved, cold 
hands — the real proof of a 
switch’s quality. Alongside the 
speedometer is an accurate rev 
counter albeit somewhat 
unnecessary on such a low- 
revving engine. 

A 160-mile trip down the Pen- 
nines proved the old-fashioned 
drum brakes’ quality — despite 
unending rain, they retained their 
efficiency, even when left unused 
for many miles at a time. 


MZ makes old-fashioned motor- 
cycles, but old-fashioned can also 
mean low running costs, high- 
quality construction and finish, 
without sacrificing silence, 
smoothness and handling. 

Its nicest old-fashioned quality, 
however, is its price. The MZ’s lat- 
est 250cc rival from Japan is the 
Kawasaki Z250, at around 

£1000. Need we say more? 


Enfield 350 Price £799 
There was a time when 
starting a motorcycle 
was a much-loved ritual 
— a discipline that 
guaranteed first-kick 
firing. The carburettor 
had to be ‘tickled’, the 
engine ‘primed’, and the 
piston ‘placed’ while 
using the decompressor 
— then a long, swinging, 
follow-through kick to ensure that 
the heavy flywheels punched 
over the compression stroke, and 
not your leg, and, bang! you were 
off, while others were still kicking 
and misting up their goggles. 
Astonishingly, this ritual is still 
with us today, in the shape of a 
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HOW THEY ENFIELD 350 MZ 250/1 
MEASURE UP SUPA 5 
Engine Air-cooled ohv Air-cooled 
4-stroke single 2-stroke single 
Capacity 346cc 243cc 
Output 18bhp at 5625rpm (SAE) 21bhp at 4600-5600rpm (SAE) 


Transmission 


4-speed exposed chain 


5-speed enclosed chain 


Kerbweight 359|b 323ib 
seat height 28in 29in 
max width 27in (handlebars) 24in (handlebars) 
max length 82.5in 81.6in 
Fuel tank 3.1gal/214 miles 3.5gal/268 miles 
plus 2pt reserve plus 2.2pt reserve 
Mpg — overall 69mpg 76mpg 
quiet use 88mpg 89mpg 
surburban use 83mpg 83mpg 
brisk use 67mpg 81mpg 
hard use 61impg 77mpg 
Performance — max (upright) 72mph 80mph 
0-50mph 11.2sec 9.2sec 
30-50mph (top) 13.8sec 12sec 
Warranty 6 months/6000 miles 6 months 
parts and labour parts and labour 
licence-built example of the | pulling away froma standstill—a 


long-dead Royal Enfield 350cc 
Bullet. The present model comes 
from a factory in Madras, India, 
that has been turning out Enfields 
almost since the now-defunct 
Redditch-based British factory 
started production in 1949. 

Major components are from the 
1949-1953 Bullet — frame, 
engine, suspension, wheels and 
brakes; the next series of Bullets 
supplied the gearbox, fuel tank 
and seat; from the last has come 
the electrical system — in part. 

The old Royal Enfield slogan 
was ‘Built Like A Gun’, and a 
large part of this holds true for the 
Enfield 350. To the casual 
observer, a careless finish 
appears to contradict such a 
claim: aluminium castings are left 
bruised and grazed where casting 
flash has been crudely ground off, 
the paint finish doesn’t have the 
deep, liquid polish of either old or 
modern machines, electrical 
wires are thoughtlessly routed 
and aluminium polishing misses a 
few awkward spots. 

Closer inspection, however, 
reveals qualities that few, if any, 
modern motorcycles possess. 
The aluminium alloy of the major 
engine castings, the steel of the 
frame and the welded joints hold- 
ing it all together are of an 
almost-forgotten quality. An 
even closer look reveals red lead 
under the black enamel paint and 
grey primer beneath that. 

Riding the Enfield reveals even 
more of its 30-year-old charac- 
teristics. A pair of monstrously 
heavy flywheels, a compression 
ratio of a mere 6.5:1, a dimunitive 
lin-throat carburettor, and a set 
of cams that barely lift the valves 
from their seats all combine to 
create enormous low-speed tor- 
que. But, as younger riders of 
DRIVE’S test bike discovered, all 
this brings initial problems. | 

Machines of this type use gear- 
ing that, by modern standards, is 
unbelievably high. The Enfield’s 
bottom gear is the same as 
Honda’s 1000cc Gold Wing, and 
top gear approximates to 
Suzuki’s 750cc sportster. Modern 
riders tend to slip the clutch when 


hasty action that, on the Enfield, 
causes the fretting clutch to swell, 
drag and even slip... . all at the 
same time! Fortunately, an 
otherwise impossible-to-locate 
neutral can be immediately 
selected by a deft twitch of the 
right heel on a special lever. 

Once the necessity to drop into 
neutral at every halt is accepted, 
traffic handling becomes trials- 
machine-like, thanks to the pleas- 
ant power characteristics, light 
controls and fine handling. 

Out of town, the ride improves 
further. Stability is unusually 
good for such a light motorcycle, 
although the abominable Ceat 
(India) tyres cause wander and 
weave at every irregularity. The 
pace is leisurely and refuses to be 
rushed. 

Our younger riders, more used 
to the high-frequency harmonics 
of modern machines, complained 
of ‘coarse vibration’, but experi- 
enced bike buffs realised that the 
old annoyances of vibration and/ 
or oil leaks were fair. 

To pretend that everything old 
is good is, of course, nonsensical: 
the barely altered frame of the 
30-year-old. Enfield creaked at 
numerous joints; the front brake 
is barely adequate solo and, with 
two-up, unsafe (the adoption of a 
British-made brake lining largely 
cures this last problem); the head- 
lamp’s meagre 6v, 30/25w beam is 
scarcely enough for SO0mph in 
safety; and the short, stiff action 
of the rebound-only damped sus- 
pension underlines the progress 
that motorcycles have made in 
recent years. On the other hand, 
the extremely good riding posi- 
tion provides excellent comfort, 
and mudguarding that actually 
works is a rare treat these days. 


The Enfield 350 is by no means a 
living fossil, but a motorcycle well 
worth considering. And if you 
are one of the growing band of 
people who yearn for bakelite 
radios playing big-band music, 
trolleybuses and dirty fingernails, 
you really must try it. This is 
motorcycling as it really was — 
warts and all. DAVID MINTON 
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It’s easy to complain 
about advertisements. 


Every week, millions of advertisements appear in the press, 
on posters or in the cinema. 

Most of them comply with the rules contained in the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful. | 

But if you find one that, in your opinion, is wrong in Some 
way, please write to us at the address below. , 

We'd like you to help us keep advertising up to standard. 


The Advertising Standards Authority. 
if an advertisement is wrong,were here to put it right. 


AS.A.Ltd., Brook House, Iorrington Place, London WCIE 7HN. 


How to gain up to £600 


in difference between Ordinary‘and Dealers') = Check with trade-in prices 
top Book’ price condition for 3yr.oldcarontrade-in [stdin MOTOR, WHAT CAR? ETC. 


: i chats r ke 3 TRIAL OFFER: 500m! (.88 pt.) TIN for your trigger 
Whilst still enjoying lively car in remarkable trim oll can test: behind chrome strips or brush-on 
Only a thoroughly rust proofed car that's meant to stay rustproofing job. At one Tenth of professional Centrés 
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door edges, free brake linkages etc., Watch 
rustfree no matter what, stands to gain between £400 and 
£600 MORE for ‘top end’ book price on trade-in. So it pays to 
consider Waxoyl rustproofing. Firstly because WAXOYL 
DEFINITELY KILLS OFF RUST. (Only rust proofer, that does 
according to tests by one of world’s biggest oil companies.) 
Activation come-back no longer a problem. 
Rust Gnaws Upwards. Finnigan's found erosion spores at 
every assembly stage in stripped down new and used cars 
Rust gnaws upwards. Surface ‘bubbles’ defy scraping, 
overpainting. MORE of the infernal stuff lurks UNDERneath! 
Waxoy! Spray plan covers every underbody rust trap, every 
rust menace of road and weather. Because you do-it-yourself 
and it's your car, it'll be yet another THOROUGH Waxoyl 


REPORTS after 


up to 8ft.long feeds : 
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WAXOYL treated areas" | Waxoylcan __ iF 
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Powerful airless spray 


£85+VAT (mostly for Jabour) Get Waxoyl now 
Old Car? New Vigour! If there's metal to protect, Waxoyl will 
Bey it, €g., load-bearing chassis members, jean points, 
rake cables, Inherent lubricant is no bad thing for suspension 
resilience, and shock absorbers. Helps revive ‘'tiréd’’ electri- 
cal insulation. Spray plugs, distributor, battery terminals, for 
easy wet weather starting, save fuel. Helps recapture smooth 
ride pleasure, rebuild road worthiness. One spraying does it! 
Out lasts engine life 
Year Atter Year Protection ignore aay grit, slush, vici- 
Ous road jer ee rust-loaded Winter conditions. Be indiffer- 
ent to wet, sticky, Summer days’ condensation rust moisture 
dripping onto raw metal edges within box sections, sills, door 
panels: all sweat-prone areas 


‘HOLD CAR IN 


Condition 
ALL WAXOYL PROOFED AND 


Waxoyl ‘chase’ water off simple metal strip. 
Quite amazing! Send £1.64. Post Free. 


Most up to date Rust Inhibitor. 
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DO-IT- YOURSELF 
RUSTPROOFING 
with FINNIGAN’S Fast Working 


New, Adjustable Spray, Trigger 
operated ‘SUPER JUMBO’ 


works FOUR times 
faster than any 


largest Rig other trigger operated 
aN cgi Bh l design. Feeds direct from 
Sap ipeg a Waxoyl can. Pull trigger A 
‘ re, No ¥ to load. Let fly! ; 
r 2 [lbs Hoist Easy and Fun todo! cig! NGA Bs | 
>- x C a ‘a 
ae 1 Needed With WEWY SUPER JUMBO! YO Mess. No waste. ; 
“SUPER JUMBO” System complete with all attachments. Power Spray adjust- COMBINE with oxygen and water, some rival rustproofers disintegrate. Swiss UDH | 
able from fine to extremely powerful 8ft Jet. Cranked Extension sprays here, Gov't tests. report: Wwaxoy) “Metal unchanged.” This is music to Finnigans. Northumberland, Ph. 0661-32411 § 
there and everywhere, including hollow sections. Adjusts for large areas ‘‘fan’’ Good news for you! Get Waxoyl to be sure. Gain that marvellous ‘Book’ price i Rush my order iplease tick box) ¥ 
spray. PROBE EXTENSION for hard to get at areas ha ip ebciely Trost W ; i 
Full 360° ; | ith ‘ol : y Big World Users Trust Waxo i . 
Wane treed Order -JUMBO" slong with Wasevi (as with ‘pin hole: and © aia satisfactory” says Chrysler Centre, Basle. “No sign of corrosion on '72 | ne phe Svinte 3 J 
‘Tadpole’ Molecules Waxoyl Micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble tadpoles. $2": Does inhibit existing rust’ (Veteran Motorists Mag) “Fantastic” says 020 litre DAer'sl i 
: re ile | pores: Citroen Car Club. “Coating still intact in corrosive sea air” NSW Australia 560 lit OTrial " 
circulation Magnetic pull in electrically charged properties sink tails into metal pores. “One of cheapest, effective ways to protect car” Autocar Mag) “9 yr old Volvo itre i 
pipes Rust-laden air moisture skedaddles within SECONDS of contact, Tadpole heads —_jgoks less than half its age” “Clean, easy application. No after cleaning” =» Encl Chq/PO/MO cash £ 
seal off locked-in molecules. Link, chain-like into continuous flexible, water (Swiss Auto Racin A.G.) “On marine diesel oll tanks, Waxoyl excellent” § = = ° °° i 
repellant skin Waxoyl never stops working! Re-knits if punctured by flying grit (Westerly Marine Bortsmonty “Excellent Part ex after 15 months. Car abso- Nanie 
Pay by Access/Barclay/Trust  &tc., Ceaseless activatin molecules in Waxoyl skin creep across exposed metal. _futely rust free. No garage” (Llandudno, } PrintGAPS Coe, Give Weeds a 
Card. No charge (Quote No) Torn edges merge, hold “proud car owner” condition Order direct. All Carriage Free. SMALL CAR: 5 Litre (1.1 gal.) £7.45. & pqdress 
Use 24HR. phone. Callers wel- Salt & Water Spray Tests Independent tests by the score sorts out rustproofers BIG CAR: 10 Litre (2.2 gal.) £12.45. 20 Litre (4.4 gal.) Drum £21.00. ] Raltige bbsrgniente sepa tapes | 
come Mon to Fri., 9AM to like nothing else. Swiss Govt's test, again in corrosive (40°C) atmospheres, and 9 Litre £57.10, 45 gal. £181.50. ‘JUMBO’ £4.03, Post Free. 70z Waxoyl Boo occ cecsceseessecseeeveeerseen 
4.30 PM five minute salt sprays every hour until metal breaks down. Because they Nebosclil (dds Pastinres! Regd. Office 354180 (England) 
© Despatch usually per return. Finnigan’s Ltd. (0 RW) Prudhoe NE42 6LP Ph. 0661 32411 ee ee ee ee 
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Visa v the rest=no contest 


Citroen rarely launches a new 
| model, especially at the cheaper 
end of its range. Its Dyane is now 
a teenager, and the 2C V6 is the 
‘oldest car design that’s still in 
European production. But you’ve 
got to admit that, when this 
French giant does produce, the 
result is never comme ci, comme 
ca. Its styling has always been 
adventurous and its engineering 
inventive: it was Citroen that 
pioneered front-wheel drive, 
low-drag bodies and hydro- 
pneumatic suspension. 

The snag is that pioneering’s 
expensive, as Citroen discovered 

| when it was forced into the arms 
of conservative, keep-it-simple 
Peugeot in 1974. And the 
| newly-marrieds’ first problem 
was to plug the gap between Cit- 
roen’s Dyane and GS series with 
a new five-door hatchback. The 
uncharitable feared that Peugeot 


might cramp Citroen’s inimitable 
style in the attempt... 

Enter the Visa — and it looks 
like it’s vive la difference. This 
distinctly Citroen supermini 
looks like no other — inside and 
out — and that’s an achievement 
in itself. There’s a tiny 6S2cc Cit- 
roen engine for the basic Club 
version, and Peugeot’s 1124cc 
unit from the 104 series for the 
Super model. We chose to test the 
Super vis-a-vis its rivals from 
Ford, Renault and Volkswagen. 


How it goes 
The Citroen’s — sorry, Peugeot’s 
— water-cooled engine is a mod- 
ern, all-alloy, overhead-camshaft 
design that follows the Austin- 
lead by sharing its 


rer 
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oil between engine and transmis- 
sion. It breathes through a twin- 
venturi carburettor to produce a 
respectable S7bhp from its four 
cylinders. 

Starting was always prompt, 
whether from cold or hot, and the 
short warm-up period trouble- 
free thanks to the nicely progres- 
sive. manual choke. Once 
limbered-up, the Super thrives on 
high revs to deliver through-the- 
gears acceleration that leaves 
most of its competitors behind 
(see table, overpage). There’s no 
tachometer to help, but there are 
gear change-up points marked on 
the speedometer, which is just as 
well as the eager little engine is 
happy to spin well past its safe 
6250rpm limit. This Visa runs out 


of steam only in its top-gear 
acceleration, when we often had 
to slip down a gear for overtaking. 

Though the gear shift has a 
rubbery action it operates the 
forward ratios easily, but it’s a 
different story with reverse. Our 
car’s gear engaged with a nasty. 
grating sound, much to the 
embarrassment of our profes- 
sional drivers. They had no com- 
plaints with the gear ratios, how- 
ever, which are well-chosen to 
allow sensible maximum speeds. 
The clutch has a long, 6in travel 
and needs a weighty 36lb effort to 
depress it fully, but it had no trou- 
ble in dealing with a re-start on a 
1-in-3 hill. 

While the Visa’s suspension 
has much in common with the 
Peugeot 104, it has been tuned by 
Citroen to produce a blend of 
ride, handling and steering that 
sets it above most small cars — 
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including the 104. Any one of 
these aspects of the Visa’s road 
manners could be rated as being 
near or at the top of the small-car 
class, but to combine all three in 
one economical package is quite 
remarkable. 

As in most French cars with 
long-travelling suspension, the 
Visa develops distinct body-roll 
while cornering. The clever trick 
is that its angle of list never 
develops into anything alarming. 
The steering is always light and 
sensitive, giving a good indication 
of what is happening between the 
front tyres and the road. Com- 
bined with really grippy roadhold- 
ing, in both wet and dry, the result 
is a very agile and nimble small 
car. Our only complaint is of a 
slight feeling of directional uncer- 
tainty at high speed in windy con- 
ditions. 

The instrument pack and the 
minor controls are pure Citroen in 
their sophistication — or eccentr- 
icity. At first, the facia looks as 
disconcerting as that in Batman’s 
Batmobile, but drivers quickly 
appreciate how thoughtfully 
planned and laid out it is. The 
single-spoke steering wheel 
allows a clear view of everything 
from the somewhat basic instru- 
ment pack to all the minor con- 
trols. The well-calibrated but 
unhelpfully marked speedometer 
competes for attention with an 
equally large clock. They are 
separated by a fuel gauge, and a 
bank of six pushbuttons under- 
neath operates items such as the 
heated rear window and rear fog- 
lamps. ; 

To the left of the steering wheel 
sprouts what Citroen calls its 
‘satellite’ control. This Sputnik- 
shaped cylinder houses all the 
more-frequently used minor 


switches — two-speed wipers, 
electric washers, main lamps, 
indicators and horn — all 


designed to be reached without 
the driver having to move his left 
hand off the steering wheel. After 
a brief familiarisation period it 
proved an excellent design, our 
only criticisms being the 
windscreen washers’ single, puny 
spray for each press of the upper- 
most knob, and the non-self- 
cancelling indicators that also 
continue to work after the ignition 
key is removed. The satellite bris- 
tles with warning lamps that are 
angled clearly at the driver, and 
the pushbuttons are backlit when 
the lamps are switched on, glow- 
ing brighter when in operation. 
The wheel and pedals are 
well-positioned, and the seat 
offers such a good range of 
adjustments that only extra-tall 
drivers who like to stretch out at 
the wheel might be left wanting 
more legroom. The seat is soft, in 
Citroen fashion, its cushion so 
lacking thigh support that one tes- 
ter got leg pains on longer jour- 
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neys. The backrest’s all-round 
support is much better. 


How comfortable 

Although it’s a few inches longer 
than most of its obvious rivals, 
the Visa Super’s extra inches 
have been used to good advan- 
tage. It has four good passenger 
doors that open wide and stay that 
way against strong winds and 
steep gradients. The less-agile 
might find the prominent door 
sills tricky, but otherwise access 
is good. Passengers’ first impres- 
sion of the cab is of spaciousness: 
rear seat knee- and legroom is 
good by small-car standards, and 
could be even better if the base of 
the front seats was shaped to 
allow rear passengers’ feet to 
slide under them. The rear seat’s 
backrest is sensibly shaped and 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Citroen Visa 
Super, taking into consideration its 
rivals, its price and what kind of car 
it's meant to be 
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holds passengers securely, even 
when the driver corners 
enthusiastically, but a little more 
padding to make it really cosy 
wouldn’t come amiss. 

The interior certainly looks 
cosy. The footwells are fully car- 
peted, carpet guards against scuff 
marks on the lower door panels, 
and the seats are trimmed in 
Jersey cloth. Twin audio speak- 
ers, a roof aerial and full suppres- 
sion of radio interference comes 
as standard, but the radio itself is 
an extra. 

Space for storing odds-and- 
ends is generous. Both front 
doors have storage bins, there’s a 
deep under-facia tray on both 
sides of the car and a further stor- 
age bin forward of the gear lever 
— this last one thoughtfully ang- 
led towards the nearside to give 
the driver’s idle left foot plenty of 
parking space. 

The tailgate doesn’t have to be 
opened by key every time, and it 
does give good head clearance 
while loading, but there is a high 
sill to hinder the loading of heavy 
luggage. The load canopy doesn’t 
help, either: it doesn’t rise as the 
tailgate opens, and has to be flip- 
ped back or removed completely 
to improve access. Once these 
irritations are overcome, the boot 
is a practical size and the rear 
seat’s folding arrangement is sim- 
ple. Unfortunately, the result is a 


stepped, uncarpeted floor on 
which cargo tends to slide 
around. 


We were impressed by the 
Visa’s lack of rattles and creaks. 
Other noise levels are generally 
well suppressed, too, the gear 
whines at lower speeds intruding 
less than those in the Renault 14 
and Peugeot 104 — both of which 
use this Visa’s engine and trans- 
mission. Outside, the idling 
engine sounds like a shaking tin of 
nails, but occupants are well- 
insulated from its noise. 

Around town, the Visa’s light 
steering and its good lock makes 
parking easy, though short driv- 
ers have to stretch upright to see 
the tip of the bonnet. For others, 
all-round vision is good except in 
the rain, when the single front- 
screen wiper leaves some nasty 
blind spots for taller drivers to 
contend with. And why can’t the 
rear screen’s wiper be left work- 
ing continuously? It’s certainly 
needed for safe motorway driving 
in heavy rain. 

We were impressed by the 
Super’s ability to cruise quietly at 
speeds up to the motorway’s 
limit. What impresses most, how- 
ever, is the comfortable way it 
moves. For sheer all-round level- 
ness and pliancy we rate the Vis- 
a’s suspension as the best in its 
class — better even than the 
excellent Renault 5 — and its 
composure through bumpy bends 
is very reassuring. True, there is 


CITROEN VISA SUPER 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £50.95 (fitting 5.9hr) 

exhaust £59.67 (1.6hr) 

headlamp unit £29.31 (0.6hr) 

front bumper £48.68 (1.1hr) 
laminated windscreen £80.37 (1.5hr) 


oil filter and points £7.80 (1.6hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (4.7hr) 


Insurance group 3 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value N/A 

Capital interest N/A 

New-cost inflation N/A 

Total standing costs=N/A 


' Running costs 


Petrol (£1.38gal) £419 

Insurance (av) £137 

Road tax, AA sub £60+ £26 
Servicing/replacements £208 

Total running costs=£850 (7.08p pm) 
Total cost of ownership N/A 


HOW IT COMPARES 


\ 
Citroen Visa Super 

Datsun Cherry 4dr saloon 

Ford Fiesta 1100 Ghia 

Peugeot 104SR 

VW Polo GLS 
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CAR TEST 


some bump-thump from the tyres 
when the road gets rough, but this 
is heard more often than it’s felt. 

Heating and ventilation 
arrangements are comprehensive 
and versatile. Without too much 
fiddling of the sliding controls by 
the driver’s right hand it’s poss- 
ible to achieve a comfortable 
warm-feet, cool-face atmos- 
phere. It’s even possible to direct 


warm or cool air towards rear. 


passengers, though little of this 
circulates round the footwells, 
and powerful front-screen demis- 
ters are complemented by side- 
window demisters. 


How strong 

Citroens seem to suffer more than 
some marques from early rusting. 
Not structural corrosion, we has- 
ten to add, but ‘cosmetic’ corro- 
sion as it’s known in the trade — 
rust ‘bleeding’ from door seams 
and poorly finished edges. A 
close inspection of our test car 
revealed that Citroen has yet to 
catch the early tin worm. The 
paintwork also had too many 
skimped edges, and looked as if it 
wouldn’t be long before someone 
has to apply some touch-up paint. 

Underneath, our test Visa’s 
credentials looked better. A 
thick, black wax had been 
scrupulously applied overall, and 
was well-injected into box sec- 
tions and door interiors. So, 
despite protective plastic bum- 
pers and side rubbing strips that 
should make the Visa immune 
from careless parkers, it seems 
this is one of those cars that will 
look frayed around the edges long 
before any structural weakening 
occurs. 

Deeply curved sill panels make 
mudflaps advisable but, thanks to 
the Visa’s lack of brightwork, 
bodywork cleaning is not dif- 
ficult. Inside, the cloth uphols- 
tery attracts hair and fibres read- 
ily, and it’s difficult to remove 
them even with a powerful vac- 
uum cleaner. The curious cloth- 
covered facia panel is just as 
tricky, and already looked tatty 
on our car. 

Mechanical reliability is usu- 
ally difficult to predict for a new 
car, but the Visa’s running gear 
has been tried and tested in the 
Peugeot 104, so Visa holders 
should have trouble-free trans- 
port. 


How safe 
Our test car’s brakes suffered 
from. an annoying, intermittent 
| squeal — a problem that afflicts 
many French braking systems. 
They performed well in ordinary 
use, but its pedal pressure is a 
shade too light for ideal.use in an 
emergency. We can imagine 
many drivers stamping on the 
pedal in a panic and getting not an 
efficient emergency stop, but use- 
less front-wheel lock-up. Brake 
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fade is a problem in severe use, 
and it takes five heavy applica- 
tions of the pedal to restore nor- 
mal stopping power after wading 
a river. 

Visa travelling is always safe 
and predictable. The car runs 
progressively wide of its chosen 
path as the pace quickens through 
bends, and tamely returns on 
course when the accelerator is 
released in mid-corner. 

Passive safety features include 
a well-padded interior, but it 
failed to get a ‘Yes’ in our Safety 
Checks because of the front pas- 
sengers’ lack of protection from 
rear passengers’ knees. More 
surprisingly, the exterior door 
handles are the frowned-on push- 
button type that can allow doors 
to fly open when side-swiped. 


How much 
Super owners will relish outper- 


torming their Buaty while also bet. 
tering their fuel consumption. 
The new Renault STL with its 
1100cc engine may be more 


economical, but it’s nowhere near | 


as nimble when accelerating 
through the gears. The Super’s 
worst use of petrol is on short 
trips around town, but even here 
its 33Y%mpg is still respectable. 
Take it gently on the byeways and 
you can expect consumption to 
improve to just short of the magic 
50mpg, or whip along the motor- 
way at 70mph and enjoy a useful 
36/ampg. The tank is reasonably 
quick to brim, and most owners 
can expect a realistic tank range 
of around 350 miles. 

Of course, fuel consumption is 
only one part of economical 
motoring. Past Citroens have suf- 
fered high depreciation because 
of their complex innards and 
expensive parts. The Visa Super 
is certainly easier to work on than 
many Citroens, though it’s still 
not a passport to the DIY prom- 
ised land, and parts prices have 
recently been reduced by 17%. 
They are no longer exorbitant, 
just expensive. How this affects 
depreciation we will just have to 
wait and see, but insurance com- 
panies are regarding the Super as 
a Group 3 risk — about average 
for a small import. 

Not surprisingly, the Visa 
Super is similarly priced to the 
Peugeot 104, is alot cheaper than 
the 5-door Renault 5, but less of a 
bargain than the Toyota Starlet. 

Citroen’s dealer network has 
recently increased to a respect- 
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able 270 centres, and major Visa 
servicing comes round only eve 
10,000 miles (minor servicing 
every 5000 miles), so owners 
should experience no_ trouble 
getting their Visa service book 
rubber stamped. 


Verdict 
It’s rare for a new car to set a new 
standard for its class, but the Visa 
Super is just such a car. That it was 
achieved by marrying mature 
Peugeot parts to a fresh Citroen 
body is even more remarkable. 

A marriage of convenience it 
may have been, but the result is ¢ 
gifted baby, for the Super’s blend 
of ride, handling and steering 
shames many a big saloon’s — let 
alone its rivals’. Better still, this 
Visa permits fuel misers to roa’ 
farther and faster than many 
another marque. 

And, when Citroen decides to 
improve the Super’s cargo area 
and paintwork, this Visa should 
prove a passport to the happiness 
of owners and makers alike. 


ENGINE 1 

Type and size front-mounted, transverse | 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 72m 
borex 69mm stroke=1124cc; 5 main bea 

ings; alloy block/head 
Compression ratio 9,2:1 ; 
Valve gear overhead camshaft (chain 
driven) 

Fuel system one Solex 32 PBS1A7 
twin-venturi carburettor fed by mechanical 
pump from 8.8gal tank — no reserve 
Max power (DIN-net) 57bhp at 
6250rpm 
Max torque (DIN-net) 59/b ft at. 
3000rpm 4 


TRANSMISSION 7 
Clutch 7%in diaphragm spring, singla 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; ae 
load/travel: 36!b/6in 
Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and, 
reverse. Ratios: first 3.88:1, second 2.29:1, 
third 1.50:1, top 1.04:1, reverse 3.56:1 

Final drive 3.56:1 to front wheels 4 
Mph per 1000rpm 17.28 in top gear i 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — Front: independent Mac- 
Pherson damper/struts, integral coil 
springs and anti-roll bar. Rear: indepen 
dent with trailing arms and coil springs 
and anti-roll bar. Dampers: telescopic all 
round : 
Steering rack and pinion, 3% turns bet- 
ween full locks; turning circles average 
31¥eft between kerbs, with 51%ft in 
response to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 4/2B (steel) with Michelin XZ 
145SR13 steel-braced radial-ply tyres 
Brakes dual-circuit hydraulics; discs 
front, drums rear, and rear brake pressure. 
regulator 


kerbweight 16cwt 
overall length 12ft 2%in' 
overall width 4ft 11¥2in |¥ 
overall neight 4 Ait Tin | 
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The quality and reliability of German car 
engineering is something we've all come to know 
and respect over the years. And very commend- 
able it is, too. 


Radio shown is a dealer fitted option. . 


The Opel Ascona range, building on 
practised design skills, i is ideally suited to today’s 
motoring environment. | 

When as slide into the driving seat, 


weal 


man engineering. 


suddenly you realise you're in a very different 
breed of car. A car designed by drivers, for drivers. 
Take the 2-litre Ascona Berlina. You feel it in the 
sheer exhilaration of 0-62 mph in 11.0 seconds¥ or 
the quiet confidence of knowing you've got a top 
speed of 109 mph where the law permits. 

All this and fuel consumption of 39.8 mpg at 
a constant 56 mph. 

All in all, the Ascona’s come a long way 
towards combining business with pleasure; of 
matching the cold harsh facts of running a car 
these days with the pure enjoyment of driving. 

Add to that the backing of General Motors, 
with its highly sophisticated parts and service 
network and you've got a very attractive 
proposition indeed. 

We have around 240 Opel dealers, up and 
down the country, who can introduce you to the 
feel of German engineering in the Ascona by 


OPEL®- 


Reliability comes as standard. 


PILE Eee i 


letting you test drive one of our range of five models. 
For the address of your nearest dealer and a 
free brochure, simply fill in the coupon. This will _ ~ 
also bring you details of the Opel Owners 
Insurance Plan which can offer substantial savings. 
Details of Fleet Insurance Plan} on request. 
Ascona prices from £4,071. Ascona Berlina 
illustrated £5,285. Prices correct at time of going to 
press, include seat belts, car taxes and VAT: Metallic 
paint, light metal wheels, delivery and number 
plates extra. 
*Opel Technical Specifications, ¢Not applicable in N. Ireland. 
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| UK Goverment Fue pasnandes Tests: Saloon GL/Berlina/SR 2.0S manual, Urban 23.7 mpg (11.9L/100 km), 56 mph (90k/h), 39.8 mpg (7.1L/100 km), 75 mph (120k/h), 29.7 mpg (9.5L/100 km). 


aa LONG-TERM-TEST CLUB ... we and the AA’s engineer: 


Double helpings, this time: having missed out 


on the Long-Term-Test Club in the last issue (it was DRIVE’s 
special for the AA 75th anniversary), we make up for it now, 
with first reports on a managing director’s Jag and 
a record promoter’s Volvo, plus final reports on the doctor’s 
diesel Golf and the book buyer’s Spitfire 


JAGUAR XJ6 4.2 AUTOMATIC First Report 


David’s automatic choice 


AVID MILLS is, at the age of 

36, the managing director 

of a firm of Birmingham printing 
specialists, and in his busy life he 
drives more miles a year than 
most of us — in undeniable luxury. 
We became interested in David 
when we learned that he was trad- 


ing in his 18-month-old Ford 
Granada, with 73,000 miles 
behind it, and looking for a 


Jaguar. Just the thing to give our 
club a touch of class. 

Why a Jaguar? ‘It’s the best car 
that we produce in this country — 
for style, speed and reliability, it 
is unbeatable. I looked at the 
German opposition, but BMWs 
do nothing for me, and there’s a 
waiting list for every Mercedes. 
Anyway, a lot of people feel the 
way I do about Jaguars... 

‘I wanted an automatic with 
leather upholstery, but I didn’t 
mind about colour or whether it 
had a 3.4 or 4.2litre engine; I 
knew that if I started telling any 
Jag dealer all my likes and dis- 
likes, he would tell me which year 
I could expect delivery. I didn’t 
want to wait that long, so I rang 
round all the local dealers and 
found a white XJ4.2 automatic — 
with leather upholstery — at PJ 
Evans of Dudley. I paid 
£14,948.54, including a Cadulac 
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rustproofing treatment for £55, 
and took delivery on 2 January.’ 

It took DRIVE three weeks to 
catch up with the busy David 
Mills again, by which time he had 
clocked up 3300 miles. Faults 
he’d noticed included a ‘sloppy’ 
handbrake, a nearside rear door 
that wouldn’t close properly, an 
electric aerial that wouldn’t go 
down, windscreen washer jets 
that needed adjustment, and two 
bulb failures — driver’s courtesy 
light and boot light. All were put 
right at the first service, and the 
smart, nearly-new Jaguar was 
wheeled into the AA’s W Brom- 
wich test centre for our first check 
on 28 January, now with 4362 
miles showing. 


Check 1 

AA engineer Alan Haynes admits 
to a fondness for Jaguars — pro- 
vided that their owners have 


enough money to look after them 
properly. ‘So often, when a 
Jaguar is resold it is to someone 
who can’t afford it, and he’ll bleat 
about the bills. These people are 
responsible for giving Jaguar any- 
thing but the good name it 
deserves. The car is good value 
for money, and should give many 
comfortable milés of service.’ 

Right or wrong car, some test- 
ing excitement took place at high 
speed, when the throttle stuck not 
once but several times. Luckily 
the car was ona rolling road at the 
time, but David was clearly 
shaken. ‘I’d never have the pres- 
ence of mind to turn off the 
engine,’ he admitted. 

‘Even if you did,’ warned 
Haynes, ‘there is no guarantee 
that the engine would stop — par- 
ticularly if the car was running a 
bit rich.’ 

Haynes discovered that the 
cause was nothing more exotic 
than the throttle catching on the 
carpet, and he suggested that 
David should return the car to the 
Jaguar dealer as a matter of 


urgency. ‘Can’t the carpet Mt 
cut?’ asked David. 
Haynes’ expression revealed 


that even to think of such a solu- 
tion amounted to vandalism. ‘But 
that will spoil your carpet,’ he 
protested. 

‘It’s my life or my carpet,’ said 
David, firmly, and Haynes was 
persuaded reluctantly to snip 
away the problem. 

Sadly, however, he found 
plenty to write about in the rest of 
his report: 
breke fluid had dripped on to the 
right flitch panel — probably a- 
result of overfilling the cylinder 
reservoir 
there was a severe oil leak from 
the power-steering rack, and 
Haynes pointed out that a leaking — 
pipe union or faulty rack seal 
wouldn’t wait for attention 
the base of the torque converter 


‘housing was oil fouled 


the handbrake-cable adjustment — 
locknut was found to be insecure 
an exhaust U-clamp was missing | 
from the front joint adjacent to the — 
gearbox, causing rattle and 
exhaust leak 

the speedometer drive-box was 
insecure, though not leaking 

a cardboard shield to the left of | 
the offside rear silencer was rip- 
ped and needed replacing 

oil loss noted from axle unit 
needed monitoring : 
play ‘in both front hubs — 
‘acceptable for the present’ 
the rear offside drain channel was © 
damaged below the boot, prob- 
ably by an impact; this would lead 
to water in the boot if left : 
the front offside towing eye was 
bent, again by impact 

side-to-side variation in castor~ 
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angles was excessive, and the 
angles were below the specifica- 
tion figure; this could affect hand- 
ling and tyre wear 
the engine idle speed was too 
slow, probably causing rich CO 
and hydrocarbon emission at idle, 
and the ignition timing was over- 
advanced 
the nearside wiper-spindle trim- 
cap was missing 
a deep scratch on the front offside 
wing had also damaged the coach- 
line: the complete wing needed 
refinishing 
underbody protection was chip- 
ped off both sides, possibly by 
stone bombardment 
paint overspray was noted on 
both rear door-handle trims 
(black plastic), but there were no 
obvious signs of panel repairs 
black paint was peeling off all 
wheel trims, and chrome wheel- 
nuts were already rusting 
poor-quality paint at the corners 
of boot aperture, adjacent to the 
bumper, had cracked, probably 
caused by an impact 
all self-adhesive coachlines were 
coming adrift 
both wiper arms were starting to 
rust, and various other rust spots 
were noted around boot-interior 
seams 
fibre-optic viewing equipment 
showed that there was a general 
lack of rust protection on the 
interior of all panels inspected 
there was condensation in both 
front indicator lamps and the left 
foglamp, 
beams were too far to the right. 
The list looked formidable, but 
Haynes consoled our man: ‘All 
the faults that I have found should 
be cleared up easily by your 
dealer.’ David Millis shrugged off 
the lot as ‘nothing out of the ordi- 
nary in this day and age’, and said 
he would have them ironed out at 
the next service. The Jaguar, he 
said, had proved to be everything 
he’d anticipated, and it was still 
a super car. 


ee 
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VOLVO 345DL First Report 


OWARD CAMPBELL has the 

glamorous job of record 
promoter in London, but Tin Pan 
Alley lost some of its expense- 
account shine when he left the 
giant EMI in March to go free- 
lance ... and had to surrender 
his company Ford Cortina. 

Howard’s choice of replace- 
ment wheels intrigued us so much 
that we signed him on for a year 
with the Long-Term-Test Club. 
After all, how many 22-year-old 
bachelors can you think of who 
would buy a very-conservative 
Volvo 345DL? His only apparent 
concession to image was to order 
a front spoiler — but that, he said, 
was on the grounds that it would 
improve mpg and stability. 

Said Howard: ‘Ill be doing 
15-20,000 miles this year, and, if 
the business takes off, Ill have to 
buy a bigger car to get rid of some 
money! Why the Volvo? Well, I 
liked the idea of an economy car, 
and I needed one that could carry 

my drum kit’ — he plays 

in a ‘soul’ band cal- 

led Flight. ‘I take 
passengers into 
consideration, 
too, and that’s why 
I wanted five 
doors. This car 

is stylish 
enough to give 
me prestige, 
and it has the 

Volvo name for relia- 

bility and quality. 

‘I left EMI and col- 
lected my new car on the 
same day — I can’t be without 
wheels: they are the only tool of 
my trade. I hope it impresses 
Radio 1 producers...’ 

With that kind of time 
schedule, Howard’s choice 
boiled down in the end to one 


-low-mileage driver.’ 


Music and movemen 


eS 


Fiesta Ghia; with the discount 
offered by Shaw and Kilburn, of 
Watford, the Volvo came out 
ahead. He was surprised to find 
that it was powered by a Renault 
engine, but seemed convinced 
that he had bought a safer-than- 
average car. 


Check 1 

With only 172 miles clocked up, 
the gleaming Volvo was delivered 
into the tender hands of AA 
engineer Lawrie Pirie. The fol- 
lowing items needed attention: 
the driver’s seatbelt webbing was 
very dirty and difficult to unreel 
smoothly without the inertia 
mechanism locking up 

both front doors were stiff, 
caused by lack of lubrication 
the chrome window surround on 
the offside rear door was dented 
there were oil stains around the 
back of the rocker cover and the 
front of the sump area; Pirie made 
a note to check these next time 
the headlamps were set too high 
and wires hanging under both 


between the 345DL and a Ford | 
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front seats could have caught rear 
passengers’ feet 
underbody rust protection was 
impressive, apart from two nig- 
gles: the bitumastic coating was 
tending to lift on a couple of 
points on the front bulkhead, and 
some had been sprayed over the 
silencer; Howard saw nothing 
wrong with that, but then he 
hadn’t taken a long drive — burn- 
ing sealant smells dreadful 
rear tyres were underinflated, a 
front one was down, too, and the 
spare was 6psi overinflated 
screenwash jets made a good job 
of washing following traffic... 
on the road test, thg engine idling 
speed was too fast at 850rpm 

Overall, however, Pirie was 
impressed by the high standard of 
finish and build quality. Criticism 
of tyre pressures, washer jets and 
idling speed must be levelled at 
the dealer — not the manufac- 
turer: that’s why you have a pre- 
delivery inspection, and why the 
dealer gets his profit. 

Howard, too, was happy: ‘I 
feel I have got value for money.’ 


VOLKSWAGEN GOLF LD Final report 


What’s up, Doc? 


OME ALONG, THEN: how 

many of you chuckled a year 
ago when Dr Peter Burstyn, 37, 
predicted ‘Even at £1.30 a gallon, 
diesel makes sense even for the 
In those 
days, we were paying 75p for pet- 
rol and 80p for diesel... . 

With hindsight, Dr Burstyn’s 
decision to spend £3915 on a 
Volkswagen Golf LD looks like a 
smart one, even if he does have to 


try fairly hard to achieve the 
magic 50mpg. While diesel has 
gone up to £1.40, petrol has 
climbed likewise, so every extra 
mpg counts. 

A physiology lecturer at 
Southampton University, Dr 
Burstyn is also very knowledge- 
able about engines, and he admits 
to being a diesel fanatic; he had to 
be to run his previous vehicle —a 
diesel Land-Rover. ‘It was a pain 
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to drive long distances,’ he admit- 
ted, ‘— noisy and slow. Youcan’t 
say that about the Golf.’ 

He went on to point out that he 
never drives to work: ‘I cycle, so 
most of my driving is medium-to- 
long distance. Unless it is bucket- 
ing with rain, I won’t drive less 
than three miles. I like the no- 
maintenance bit, too. The Golf 
will get its routine trips to the 
dealer for the first year, to comply 
with the warranty, and, after that, 
all it will need are oil changes.’ 


Check 1, at 400 miles 
Dr Burstyn’s Golf arrived at 
DRIVE on 18 June 1979; already, a 
brim-to-brim check had led him to 
believe that his average fuel con- 
sumption was 58/mpg — all the 
more remarkable when our 
engineer, Charles Stubbs, admit- 
ted that the one serious fault he 
could find was leaking fuel from a 
porous flexible pipe. The tank 
would need draining. 

Tyre pressures were set far too 
high — 30psi all round instead of 
24psi — and their correction 
made a noticeable improvement 
to the car’s ride. There was also a 
black mark for the factory — 
underbody protection had been 

) ga 


sprayed on to the exhaust pipe, 
producing a very nasty smell. 


Check 2, at 4968 miles 

Peter’s first major run had been a 
touring holiday in the South of 
France, where diesel is much 
cheaper than petrol — under £1 a 
gallon at the time — and that was 
good news. But, back at the AA’s 
laboratories, on 4 September, he 
had one major grouse: the expen- 
sive injection pump, built by 
CAV in the UK, was acting up. 
‘The acceleration is flat at the top 
end of the rev range,’ said Peter, 
‘and I think my economy is now 
poor, at 49mpg. My garage sent 
the car to a diesel specialist in 
Southampton who was going to 


' strip the pump and rebuild it, but 


CAV stepped in. Its man said 
that, if the pump was faulty, he 
wanted to know why. So I have 
ordered a new pump from VW in 
Germany and another from 
CAV. I have been waiting a 
month.’ 

DRIVE’S experts raised their 
eyebrows when Peter told how he 
had fitted bigger tyres to correct 
the speedometer, but, on the rol- 
ling road, he proved his point: the 
speedo was now spot-on accurate. 


AA engineer Charles Stubbs 


noted that the leaking fuel pipe 
had been secured, but the fuel line 
had been distorted in the process. 
‘It could cause a fuel restriction, 
and should receive workshop 
attention.’ 


He also noticed two small areas 


of rust bleeding in the well of the 
sunshine roof, although, at this 
stage, they were easily wiped off. 
Stubbs added: ‘Torn trim in the 
rear of the car must be considered 
as a sacrifice to saving the envi- 
ronment — an _ old-fashioned 
bicycle must be a tight fit in the 
back of a Golf! And varnish on 
the tailgate indicates that a chest 
of drawers is also a squeeze... 

‘However, Volkswagen’s fit- 
tings are all secure and function- 
ing correctly. Peter, himself, has 
fitted a coolant temperature 
gauge, an ammeter and an oil- 
pressure gauge — a neat job, well 
done. But it is unnerving to see 
the temperature go up to 105° 
before the fan cuts in, and the oil 
pressure reading 100psi when the 
engine is revved. Perhaps warn- 
ing lights are more relaxing. . .’ 


Check 4, at 8118 miles 
and already the doctor’s 


ee de I Si, m4 A 
enthusiasm for his new car was 
wearing thin: he had cancelled his © 
Check 3 with the feeble-sounding ~ 
excuse that he wanted to go off 
and marry French-Canadian Dr 
Elaine Parthenais, the girl he’d 
first met on a ski-ing holiday in 
Finland, 16 years ago. 

On 11 January, AA engineer 
Bernard Tasker made a 
show of offering his con- 
gratulations, but we could 
see he was upset by such 
infidelity. He rapidly got 
down to the Golf 
inspection. 

Tasker had heard all 
about Peter’s extra- 
large tyres, and was 
struck by a _ sudden 
thought: what about the 
spare wheel? Talk about 
a tight fit! Tasker ended 
up standing in the luggage 
compartment and heav- 
ing with all his strength. In 
the end, the only way in 
which the wheel could be 
removed was by deflating the tyre 

. . which would rather defeat the 
purpose of carrying it. 

Peter was determined to come 
up with an answer, but only got as 
far as suggesting a cause: perhaps 
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the cold weather had resulted in 
the wheel well contracting round 
the tyre. But wouldn’t that also 
condense the air in the tyre? We 
changed the subject. 

Since his last inspection, he had 
had the new injection pump fitted 
and a new steering lock, both 
under warranty. Injectors and 
timing had been checked and pro- 
nounced OK by the garage at 4620 
miles, but Peter wasn’t happy: ‘I 
have driven 2227 miles with the 
new pump, and it seems to have 
made my economy worse: down 
from 48.6 to 45.2mpg. I have writ- 
ten to the dealer for a comment, 

but he has not replied... 
‘Meanwhile, I have 
nothing really to com- 
plain about. The car 
is peppy, easy to 
drive and quiet. Oh 


uosieyd2W Lem 


yes, There ices 
nowhere for the 
diesel fuel to go 


when it splutters 
. up the filler pipe, 
except down the 

paintwork.’ 

Tasker was busy noting that a 
chunk of front spoiler was mis- 
sing, and, potentially more seri- 
ous, oil was leaking from the 


insurance 
group 


Manta 


engine. ‘The precise source of 
this leak is masked by the timing- 
belt cover,’ he said, ‘but I suspect 
that the cylinder-head gasket is 
the culprit.’ 

Spotting that the brake-fluid 
level was down, Tasker sus- 
pected pad wear. Sure enough, 
they would need replacing. 

On the road, he was. impressed: 
‘One of the few cars I have driven 
that maintains an absolutely 
straight line when driven ‘‘hands 
off’. It is an excellent example, 
which will doubtless continue to 
give many thousands of miles of 
good service.’ 


Check 5, at 11,600 miles 
Peter’s Golf had given another 
3000 miles’ good service — some 
of them on another French holi- 
day — when Charles Stubbs 
returned to conclude: ‘The only 
comment of any significance that 
I can make is of the cleanliness of 
the engine and lack of oil leaks. 
“The bodywork has stood up to 
stone chips remarkably well. The 
front brake pads should be 
renewed in the near future, but 
performance and handling give no 
cause for adverse comment.’ 
Peter’s overall consumption 
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for the 11,600 miles was now back 
up to 48.1mpg, but he was looking 
doleful about three accidents in 
France: ‘A rear side window was 
knocked in by a thief, which cost 
me £12, and there were two small 
traffic accidents — one in whicha 
runaway lorry clipped the car 
when it was parked. The estimate 
for that knock is £150.’ 

There’s no doubt that the Golf 
graduated from DRIVE’s long- 
term test with flying colours. Just 
one thing was preventing Dr Bur- 
styn from exiting as DRIVE’s 
smuggest Club member: ‘I did 
meet someone in France who had 
a new diesel engine fitted after a 
very few thousand miles. I must 
find out what happened.’ 

And he will! He will! 


Two AA men — DRIVE Staff writer 
Bob Oxford and Doug Houston, 
head of engineering and equip- 
ment development — weren't 
laughing at Dr Burstyn’s diag- 
nosis a year ago. Both sank their 
savings into Golf LDs at the same 
time as Peter. 

Sadly, Bob still isn’t laughing: 
‘The little Golf has not been all 
sweetness and light for me. Fuel 
- costs may have been low — I 
have averaged 4344mpg over 
12,000 miles — but fuel-system 
problems have plagued the car in 
recent months. On too many 
occasions, it has ground to a halt 
at the side of the road, and refused 
to restart. 

*Paintwork has suffered, too, 
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and it has taken a lot of work with 
an aerosol spray to keep it looking 
smart. Uneven tyre wear on the 
front wheels has reduced two 
tyres to a state of being nearly 
illegal after 20,000 miles, but the 
local dealer — Martins of Basing- 
stoke — assures me that the track- 
ing is fine. Its answer is to move 
the rear tyres to the front . 

‘On the plus side, the ride is 
very good for a small car and — 
once used to the vagueness of the 
brake pedal — the handling is a 
delight.’ 

Doug Houston’s happier: ‘Total 
fuel costs for 1979 were £240.14 
for 9615 miles, making 2.5p per 
mile. Repairs and maintenance 
costs worked out to £84.93 or 
0.88p per mile. Overall, the con- 
sumption for 1979 worked out at 
46mpg although it is down to 
42mpg at the moment; I can’t 
explain that.” Doug, by the way, 
sia, OCOLis \y 

‘However, he goes on, ‘the 
fuel gauge has always been inac- 
curate, and the car runs out of 
diesel just as the needle reaches 
the red zone. And the headlamps 
aren't good, neither on dip nor 
main beam. 

Doug loves the seats, belts, 
steering, gear change and clutch 
and wash/wipe arrangement, as 
well as the mpg, but he dislikes 
the poor headlamps, vague and 
spongy brakes, poor performance 
— oh, and filling the car at the 
grotty diesel pumps normally fre- 
quented by lorries. 


HEN BOOK BUYER Carole. 


West spent £3000 on a new 
pageant-blue Triumph Spitfire, a 
year ago, she promised DRIVE 
that she would cover 10,000 miles 
in the next 12 months. In return, 
we promised that her every prob- 
lem would be noted by expert AA 
engineers so that we all could 
learn something about Triumph 
reliability and BL dealer service. 

It just goes to show you can’t 
trust these women: we last saw 
the car as it was ‘coming up to its 
first birthday ... and its first 
major service! Nonetheless, the 
things that we did discover over 
Carole’s 5000-mile year are worth 
knowing. 


Check 1, at 380 miles 

AA engineer Glyn Marrett began 
by tracing some of the wind noise 
to insecure and misplaced 
weather strips on the lower win- 
dow edges, and loose bonnet 
catches were setting up a rattle. 
There was a small dent in the 
nearside front wing, the nearside 
screen-wash jet was aimed too 
low, the boot light didn’t work, 
and the speedo trip-reset cable 
was missing. Underbody, he 
spotted an oil leak from the rear 


Spitfire pilots’ reunion 


If the customer is always right, 
then the Spitfire certainly wins on 
a show of hands: Spitfire-owning 
DRIVE readers were four-to-one in 
its favour. 


Self-employed salesman David 
Tucker, from Andover, Hamp- 
shire, runs a Spitfire — his third 
— for business and pleasure. 
‘They have been reliable apart 
from the universal joints on all 
three that needed replacing, anda 
total of two broken coils, two 
burned-out indicator switches, 
and two broken rubber bonnet 
cushions. Apart from these very 
small points, regular servicing 
and normal running costs have 
been the only expense. Maybe 
I’m just a lucky Spitfire fan.’ 


Mrs R L C Chapman, from 
Tokers Green, near Reading, has 
also had a happy time since she 
bought her Spitfire on 1 May 
1976. In three years, her only irri- 
tations have been a seatbelt that 
rattles and — a design fault — a 
fuel gauge hidden by the 
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steering-wheel rim. ‘I love driv- 
ing the Spitfire, especially with 
the hood down.’ 


Mr G Dobson, from Worksop, 
Nottinghamshire, caught the 
Spitfire bug with a Mk III- 1970 
model, followed this with two Mk 
IVs, and now has a 1979 1500. ‘It 
is a fairly quick motor, but a bit 
reluctant to rev over 5000rpm. It 
is faster than the Mk IV, but not 
so quick as the old Mk III. No 
real grumbles, just disappoint- 
ments over little things that really 
should not be wrong.’ 


PC Paul Connell, of the Met- 
ropolitan Police Training School, 
Hendon, told us: ‘I have had very 
few faults, notably similar to 


those of Carole West — loose | 


bonnet catch, high engine idle, 
boot light not working, washer jet 
low. But all of these were put right 
with the greatest possible speed 
by the garage. 


PD Turner, of Sutton-in- 


Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, took 


11 pages to depress us ‘all. He 
bought his car in August 1978, 
complete, he says, with spongy 
brakes, warped nearside door 
trim and a passenger door that 
had to be forced open. At 1000 
miles, the rear shock absorbers 
were leaking, there was a knock- 
ing from the engine, a screw was 
‘missing’ from the carburettor 
float chamber, and the brakes 
were prone to severe fade. 

A faulty temperature gauge 
was replaced by another faulty 
temperature gauge, and, at 3000 
miles, the gasket between the 
manifold and the exhaust failed. 

At 6000 miles, the brakes were 
bled, a new choke was fitted — 
the original had been pulled out of 
the facia — and the driver’s door 
was difficult to open. 

By January 1979, the exhaust 
gasket had blown again and had 
been replaced, along with a near- 
side driveshaft and bearings. The 
boot lock and driver’s door lock 


had failed, and braking was now 


accompanied by an ominous 
‘loud banging’. . . 
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Faint praise... 


section of the sump gasket — dis- 
appointing on a new car — an¢ 
two ‘blowing’ exhaust joints. 

He found no evidence of rust, 
however, and Carole announce 
that she planned to have her car 
Ziebarted to keep it that way. — 


Check 2, at 2088 miles 
By 1 May 1979, AA engineer 
Bernard Tasker noted, the show- 
room shine had begun to suffer: a 
carpark crash had put a hefty dent 
in the nearside rear wing. On the 
other hand, Carole’s rustproofing 
treatment had been generously 
applied . . . which was probably 
responsible for the stiff door-lock 
operation: rustproofing com- 
pounds are not noted for being 
good lubricants. 

Some valve-gear noise was 
audible, but Tasker felt. this was 
nothing to worry about: it should 
be tackled at the next service. On 
the road, however, he was unim- 
pressed by the engine’s harsh 
note and a distinct rumble at 
3800rpm — 68mph in top gear. 
The distributor, too, was noisy, 
rattling in a way that suggested a 
fault in the drive gear or shaft. — 

On the ramp, Tasker found a 
real head-scratcher of a problem 
with the rear universal joint, that 
could lead to early failure — 
pieces of carpet entwined round 
the nearside rear driveshaft and 
hub. He removed the material 
before it had a chance to cause 
damage, but how did it get there? 
Carole swore she hadn’t been 
driving it round the living room. 

Tasker concluded: ‘The car 
seems very ordinary, provoking 
no pet hates or likes. pha 
with faint praise?’ 


Check 3, at 3030 miles 
Carole took the criticism to heart, 
and, this time, we could see that 
the dealer had been busy rectify- 
ing faults — not least the crum- 
pled wing. Glyn Marrett, recalled 
for this third check, felt that the 
repair had been carried out to an 
acceptable standard, with the 
exception of the leading area: it 
had been inadequately ‘flatted” 
before finishing, leaving coarse) 
preparation marks. He noted, 
too, that the new panel had been 
tack-brazed as opposed to spot- 
welded — a rather old-fashioned 
approach. vj 
The distributor chatter hadj 
been considerably reduced, but a 
knock was still coming from the 
vicinity of the automatic advance) 
mechanism, and the distributor 
casing oscillated when the spindle 
rotated. Fi 
The only thing that Carole’ 
could be faulted for missing was 


the failed lighter, but, then, she is 
anon-smoker. Marrett, however, 
added a number of little ‘dirty 
hands’ problems to her list for the 
‘next visit to her garage: the near- 
side steering gaiter was split; the 
-sump gasket was still leaking oil; 
there was a pinhole in the front 
weld of the silencer; the 
differential-pinion oil seal was 
leaking slightly; and the wind 
noise remained. 

‘Over the last bank holiday,’ 
added Carole, ‘the oil light came 
on at low revs and then at higher 
revs. Because it was a holiday 
period, I couldn’t get anyone to 
look at it. In the end, I called out 
the AA, and a patrol fitted a new 
oil seal on the spot.’ 

She took her car to her local 
dealer in Basingstoke, Hamp- 
shire: ‘I got very cross, and told 
them I didn’t want to see it again 
until every job was done...’ 


Check 4, at 4254 miles 
The paint was split at the offside 
leading edge of the roof trim, 
where surface rust was making a 
home. And, while the driver’s 
window had been adjusted to cut 
the wind noise, it was now fouling 
the roof and removing the paint. 
Glyn Marrett noticed that the 
distributor had been replaced, but 
oscillations were still there — 
probably caused by a distorted 
drive; slight oil seepage from the 
engine drain plug was blowing 
back and running down the 
exhaust bracket, causing a nasty 
smell; and the differential-pinion 
oil seal was still leaking. 
Marrett added: ‘The engine 
now misfires and tends to stall at 
idle, and the exhaust CO fluctu- 
ates from 2% to 3%, suggesting 
the carburettors need balancing.’ 
Carole agreed that it was cut- 
ting out when it got hot. ‘But I’m 
still happy with it. It’s just the 
wind noise, now... 


‘Check 5, at 4994 miles 
With just over 700 miles covered 
in two months, it was not surpris- 
jing to see few changes. Bernard 
/Tasker took on the final check. 
He began with that ‘foul’ win- 
dow, still hitting the roof: ‘It is a 
matter of time before the glass is 
damaged, and a good deal of paint 
has already been worn away.’ 
There was slight play, now, at 
the nearside front wheelbearing, 
but that wouldn’t have long to 
wait for the first major service. 
That long-awaited event should 
also correct the headlamp align- 
ment, now dazzling oncoming 
drivers on dipped beam. 
Carole’s relationship with her 
local dealer seemed to be under a 
Strain, though: ‘They tell me 
nothing, now. I have taken it back 
to them every time your engineer 
has found anything wrong, but the 
engine still misfires. 
‘It all sounds bad, but, overall, 
I haven’t been unhappy.’ 
ROBERT OXFORD 
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CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


Horses for 
courses 


*“CAN’T DO ANYTHING for her, sir,’ 
said the ostler at the coaching inn. 
‘Your horse has been lame for 
some time: she’s fit only for the 
knacker.’ Henry ground his teeth 
and thought of what he’d like to 
do to Honest Fred, the dealer 
who had sold him Brown Bess 
with such glowing assurances just 
the day before. 

Things got worse the next day, 
when Henry heard from Sir Jacob 
Hardwicke, the family solicitor, 
that there was little prospect of 
taking Honest Fred to court with 
any success: Fred’s cleverly 
worded contract avoided any lia- 
bility for the horse’s condition, so 


Henry would have to put the 
whole sorry episode down to 
experience.” Perhapsy pe 
reflected, he should purchase a 
horseless carriage. After all, a 
machine can’t go lame... 

Threequarters of a century on, 
it all seems depressingly familiar. 
Man’s personal transport is more 
important to him than ever — and 
causes just as many problems. 
What has changed is the legal pro- 
tection that its buyer enjoys. 

In 1905, the law assumed that 
people entering into contracts to 
buy and sell goods were bargain- 
ing on equal terms, and that no 
legal interference with their 
negotiations was necessary. 
Though the Sale of Goods Act of 
1893 required every contract for 
sale to have terms concerning the 
quality of the goods, it was still 
possible for the seller to exclude 
those terms from the contract. 
The use of exclusion clauses in 
so-called guarantees was a 
loophole through which many 
Honest Freds and their succes- 
sors were to escape for many 
decades. 

The courts did their best for 
unlucky buyers by interpreting 
exclusion clauses strictly, but the 
problem was notto be solved until 


the 1973 Supply of Goods 
(Implied Terms) Act. This Act 
over-ruled exclusion clauses, and 
required goods to be of ‘mer- 
chantable quality’ — that is, fit for 
the purpose for which they are 
sold, and fitting any description 
applied to them. 

A modern-day Henry with a 
less-than-merchantable new car 
can now sue his dealer for breach 
of contract, and any warranty 
from the car’s manufacture is a 
bonus that cannot alter the rights 
he has against the dealer. 

Though consumer protection 
has come a long way since 1905, 
there are still pitfalls for the new- 
car buyer. One of them is proving 
that the car which he wants to 
reject really is unmerchantable. If 
a washing machine fails to clean 
clothes, or a floor polisher to 
shine floors, the buyer’s case is 
clear-cut because the goods are 
clearly not fit for the purpose for 
which they are sold. A new car, 
however, may _ successfully 
transport four people down the 
road, yet suffer from a series of 
minor faults that accumulate to 
annoy the owner. If he wants to 
have his money back, it’s not 
certain that the Supply of Goods 
Act will help him, so pe ‘aps he 


should have looked harder before | _ 
accepting the shiny new car... 

Of course, there are more- 
serious car defects, where death 
or injury is caused by a faulty 
component. At present, compen- 
sation can be recovered under the 
terms of the dealer’s contract of 
sale, or from the manufacturer if 
negligence can be proved. 

This is unsatisfactory for the 
consumer because only the par- 
ties involved in the car’s sale can 
sue, and not everyone — a pas- 
senger, for example — who is kil- 
led or injured by a defective car 
will have had a contract with the 
seller. Proving negligence against 
its manufacturer is also difficult. 

There is a proposal to change 
the law so that a consumer would 
have to show only that he had 
been injured by a defective pro- 
duct, and that the defect existed 
when it left the factory. The man- 
ufacturer would have to accept 
liability and pay compensation, 
however careful he had been in 
the car’s making. 

Whatever happens, there is one 
natural law that is as true for the 
consumer of today as it was in 
1905: legislation is no substitute 
for old-fashioned horse sense. 
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Britain’s two best-selling Japan- 
ese cars in 1979 were both Dat- 
suns. We tested the more-popular 
New Sunny in that year, and now 
sample one of the crop of new 
Cherrys in its fresh skin. 

This cheapest and smallest 
range of Datsun cars has been 
rebodied twice since its 1971 
launch, each version plumper 
than the one before. The 
result is a _ front-wheel-drive 
‘small’ New Cherry that occupies 
more kerb space than an Austin 
Allegro or a Volkswagen Golf — 
not to mention the super-minis 
that it competes with in price and 
engine size. 

Most of this six-car range of 
hatchbacks, saloon, estate and 
coupé are still powered by the 
same 988cc engine that sped 
the original, 2%cwt-lighter 
Cherry. So we took the road in 
the popular 4-door saloon to dis- 
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cope with the plump New 
Cherry. 


How it goes 
Datsun’s tiny power unit has 
ripened for many years, but 
remains as traditional as cherry 
pie. Its crankshaft spins in only 
three main bearings, its valves are 
operated by pushrods, and power 
output is still a modest 45bhp. 
The snag is that it now has to cope 
with higher overall gearing and 
considerably more bulk and 
weight than the original model, 
while most of its rivals are losing 
weight and improving efficiency. 
Consequently, this latest 
Cherry is fractionally slower 
compared to its predecessor, and 
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considerably slower and more 
thirsty than the original. The hard 
facts are that it takes 3%sec 
longer than the Mark I to acceler- 
ate from 30-70mph through the 
gears, and loses 3mpg, too. Need- 
less to say, the New Cherry’s per- 
formance hardly blossoms in the 
shadow of its rivals (overpage). 
To extract any sense- of 
urgency, the accelerator has to be 
floored most of the time, though 
the engine is willing to respond by 
spinning far faster than its point of 
peak power. This doesn’t help 
top-gear acceleration, however, 
where the gap really opens up 
between the Cherry and its com- 
petitors: overtaking and _ hill 
climbing need the lower gears. 
Thankfully, the ultra-light 


clutch and smooth gear change 
take the effort out of constant 
cog-swopping, and despite the 
gearbox’s occasional jib at first 
and reverse gears when statio- 
nary, the system is one of front- 
wheel-drive’s best. 

There’s equally little to com- 
plain about in the New Cherry’s 
road manners. Its rack-and- 
pinion steering is nicely weighted 
and responsive, with less kick- 
back than on the original model — 
and less road ‘feel’ as a by- 
product. As expected of a mod- 
estly powered front-wheel-drive 
car, the Cherry’s bonnet drifts 
wide of its intended course as 
cornering speeds rise. Body roll 
at such times is well-controlled, 
and, though the Japanese-made 
Dunlop radial-ply tyres squeal 
too readily at times, there is little 
that can deflect the Cherry off its 
course. Such fail-safe cornering, 
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and the car’s steady line on a 
windy motorway, lead us to sus- 
pect that this new suspension 
would be capable of handling the 
extra power that the New Cherry 
saloon so evidently needs. 

There is a little more legroom 
for the driver in this latest model, 
though it was not enough to 
please our long-legged testers. 
The seats, too, are more- 
generously proportioned, but 
their support has not improved. 
Some testers left the New Cherry 
with aching backs after a long 
drive, and only short drivers felt 
more comfortable and in control. 

All the major controls are eas- 
ily found, and handy column 
stalks on either side of the plastic 
steering wheel work the minor 
functions with typical Japanese 
precision. 

While the instrument panel is 
rather basic and looks a 1950s 
period-piece, it is in clear view 
through the steering wheel. The 
speedometer could be made more 
readable and should be made 
more accurate, showing 4mph 
fast at 30mph. The odometer per- 
forms rather better at 112% fast, 
and there’s a trip recorder, too. 
There’s little other instrumenta- 
tion — only fuel and coolant 
temperature gauges and a dial 
containing five warning lamps, 
including a choke warning. DRIVE 
still awaits the appearance of a 
low-fuel warning lamp. 

Driving vision is thoroughly 
thought out. Halogen headlamps 
are now standard, and there are 
also powerful reversing lamps. A 
large door mirror and dipping 
rearview mirror ensure good rear 
vision, and the two-speed wipers 
give a clean sweep in this 
righthand-drive version. The 
heated rear screen’s switch, situ- 
ated under the facia, seems a bit 
of an afterthought as, once 
switched on, it’s easy to forget 
and leave it on all day. 


How comfortable 
We'd have been happy to trade 
the New Cherry saloon’s modest 
performance for extra space, but 
its plumper external dimensions 
are squandered inside. The only 
gains to be found are in seat width 
(3in more in the back) and a little 
more headroom. That critical 
measurement, rear-seat. legroom, 
has not improved and is still 
inferior to that in most other, 
shorter super-minis. Unless 
those in the front are prepared to 
slide forward a little, passengers 
in the back have to do an uncom- 
| fortable knees-up. The backrest 
is sensibly angled but is poorly 
padded, and on bumpy roads its 
hard metal supports made their 
presence felt.’ Having four doors 
is a nice bonus at the price, and 
they open reasonably wide. 

The boot’s space has been 
improved slightly to make it 
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acceptably roomy, but it’s still 
not a patch on the Volkswagen 
Derby’s. It can be opened either 
by key ora remote-control trigger 
next to the driver’s seat — novice 
Cherry drivers tend to open the 
boot when trying to adjust their 
seat. There is no sill to frustrate 
the loading of heavy items, but 
beware of the low-rise boot lid 
and its latch mechanism, which 
can scalp the unwary. The spare 
wheel sits in a well in the boot 
floor, so all has to be unloaded in 
the event of a puncture. 

Storage space for oddments is 
limited — just a small, non- 
locking glovebox and a small tray 
between the front seats. Datsun 
discourages rear-seat smoking, 
too, for the one ashtray there is 
set in the back of the driver’s seat. 
Unusual extras in this low-priced 
Datsun include tinted glass and 
front head restraints that also 
serve as cosy headrests. The 
interior of our car was finished in 
shades of blue — a refreshing 
departure from the light beige 
used in so many Japanese cars — 
but its dark-blue headlining 
seemed rather oppressive. 

Heating and ventilation work 
well in extremis — all hot or all 
cold — but it’s tricky to achieve 
intermediate settings. Demisting 
is prompt, but rear passengers’ 
feet tend to get left in the cold. 

Overall, the New Cherry is a 
light and undemanding saloon to 
drive, and our test car’s few driv- 
ing faults were mostly the car- 
burettor’s. After its usually 
prompt start, the car had to be 
nursed through its lengthy 
warm-up period with generous 
EER DELI RS 
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At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Datsun New 
Cherry 4-door saloon, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price and 
what kind of car it’s meant to be 
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doses of choke to prevent hic- 
cups. Once the correct operating 
temperature had been reached, 
the engine still missed the occa- 
sional beat while idling, and there 
was an embarrassing ‘flat’ spot to 
contend with when pulling away 
from junctions. 

There is still a tendency for the 
Cherry’s ride to be restless when 
running lightly laden, and it 
changes to pitching and wallow- 
ing when there’s a full load on 
board. Nevertheless, its ability to 
absorb bumps is more versatile 
than Ford’s Fiesta and VW’s Polo. 

Low-speed cruising is accom- 
panied by unpleasant gear whines 
that disappear at mid-speed, only 
to be replaced at 70mph by an 
exhaust boom that. can irritate 
rear-seat passengers. 


How strong 

Large, unstressed body panels 
that flex under the lightest pres- 
sure do not inspire confidence in 
the New Cherry’s longevity. It 
could quickly display all manner 
of small dents On its doors and 
boot lid in the hands of a careless 
owner. To guard against other 
careless drivers, however, there 
are plastic end-caps on the bum- 
pers, and a slim side moulding. 

Mudflaps would help to pre- 
vent the side panels from being 
blasted by road dirt but, thanks to 
the absence of the needless bright- 
work that Datsun once used, the 
New Cherry saloon is not a dif- 
ficult car to wash. The interior is 
equally easy to brush and polish. 

Underneath, Datsun has had a 
good attempt at protecting 
exposed areas such as the 
wheelarches — the front ones 
have plastic shields — but in our 
test car’s box sections and door 
interiors there were already signs 
of rust. 

Earlier Cherry models have 
earned an excellent reputation for 
mechanical reliability, and as 
there is nothing new under the 
skin of the New Cherry, owners’ 
garage visits should be few. 

Despite the inevitable com- 
plexities of front-wheel drive, 
which still worry some motorists, 
the Cherry makes a good first 
impression on the mechanically 
sympathetic. Its works are well 
laid out, oil-tight and easily 
reached, and there’s good fuse 
protection for the electrics. 


How safe 

The brakes feel fine in ordinary 
use, but in an emergency their 
maximum stopping power is less 
than satisfactory. The best read- 
ing that we recorded was a 
mediocre 88% efficiency — and 
despite the servo’s assistance it 
took a heavy 95lb stamp on the 
pedal to achieve even this. But 
press just a little harder and the 
front wheels lock up and skid 
hopelessly. Not what we look for 
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Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £55.89 (fitting 1.5hr) 

exhaust £48.60 (0.7hr) 

headlamp unit £8.96 (0.4hr) 

front bumper £37.05 (0.4hr) 
laminated windscreen £51.26 (1.8hr) 


oil filter and points £5.11 (0.7hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (3hr) 


Insurance group 4 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £171 
Capital interest £201 
New-cost inflation £393 
Total standing costs=£765 (6.38p per mile 
Running costs 
Petrol (£1.38p per gal) £430 
Insurance (av) £165 
Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £157 
Total running costs=£838 (6.98p per mile) 
Total cost of ownership £1603 

(13.36p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Datsun New Cherry 4-door saloon 
Ford Fiesta 950L 

Lada 1200 

Talbot Sunbeam 1.0LS 
Volkswagen Derby LS 


DRIVE July/August 1980 | 


4 


CCELERATION times in sec 


OP SPEEDS 


ax engine speed 

sed 6200rpm; 

ax in top 5000rpm approx; 
standing % mile 
21.9sec 


ENGINE 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY 
PRICE (£ cc MPG 


3251 988 38% 
3066 957 41 
2601 1198 2812 
3240 928 39 
3781 1093 38 


MAXIMUM 
SPEED 
MPH 


OVERALL 


BRAKES pedal pressures and responses 


80 
70 
60 
50 
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% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 


65lb at start; 44lb in constant use; 140Ib in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


30-70MPH 
THROUGH 
GEARS (SEC 


27.0 
22.2 
26.4 
33.7 
17.5 


30-70MPH 
IN TOP 
GEAR (SEC 


48.6 
36.2 
39.8 
38.9 
25.4 


BRAKES 
BEST STOP 
%G/LB 


88/95 
97/50 
97/70 
98/60 
95/80 


LENGTH 
FT/IN 


12’ 9%" 
11" BY2" 
13° 4" 
12h 
12’ 8" 
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OVERALL 


FUEL 2-star/88 octane min 
Consumption — normal range 
short journey in the suburbs 
hard driving, heavy traffic 
motorway — 68mph cruising 
brisk driving — 50mph cruising 
gentle driving — rural roads 
Typical mpg overall 

Realistic tank range 
Consumption at steady speeds 
30mph 

56mph 

7O0mph 

max mph 


SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy 
absorbing? Yes 
good road ‘feel’? Yes 
brakes: powerful? No 
sensibly servoed? No 
fade resistant? No 
belts: effective? No 
convenient? 
fitted in rear? No 


33mpg 
33Ympg 
34mpg 
38%empg 
48Vempg 
38%ampg 
385miles/10gal 


65¥empg 
45%empg 
31%mpg 
24Y%4mpg 


head restraints: front? Yes 
rear? No 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen laminated? No 
doors: childproof? Yes 
latches crashproof? Yes 
petrol: shielded 
filler? Yes 
protected tank? Yes 


MAXIMUM 
LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE (FT 


39% 35 Va/33 Vi 

40 39% 342/31 ¥2 
38 3/36 
36% 3%4/30V2 
36% 394/30 V2 


TYPICAL STEERING 


CAR TEST 


in a good braking system 
Brake fade is a serious problem, 
too, which could make long, 
steep hill descents tricky. Our 
braking data also shows that 
the system’s recovery from the 
watersplash test was immediate. 
Well, that’s what our meter said, 
but we say that the resulting brake 
tremor felt as if the Cherry had 
grown oval wheels. Only the 
handbrake performed faultlessly, 
holding the car firmly either way 
on a 1-in-3 hill. 

Roadholding is utterly safe and 
predictable, with no violent 


repercussions when one speeds 
into a corner and then backs off 
the accelerator in panic. In this 
respect, the New Cherry is equal 
to the best of its European rivals, 
but in terms of secondary safety 
features we were not happy with 
the seatbelts’ long centre stalks. 
They tend to dig into the wearer’s 
ribs, particularly when the seat is 
set back, and could be nasty if one 
is thrown their way in an acci- 
dent. Roof padding could be bet- 
ter, too, especially above the 
windscreen. 

Otherwise, the interior looks 


safe, with no serious projections. 
The rear doors have childproof 
safety locks and the exterior door 
handles are the semi-flush type 
that will not allow the doors to fly 
open in a side-swipe. The fuel 
tank is located out of harm’s way, 
and the filler is safe behind a flap. 


How much 

With three- and five-door hatch- 
back versions, this four-door 
saloon, a sports coupé and a 
five-door estate car, Datsun’s 
New Cherry offers the widest 


range of body styles of any manu-- 


facturer in the small-car market. 
All are reasonably well equipped 
and extremely competitively 
priced — currently, the cheapest 
hatchback model costs less than 
an Austin-Morris Mini 850 Super, 
for example. Only two options 
appear on the price list, a radio 
and metallic paintwork, and 
these, too, are considerably 
cheaper than most other makers’. 
Trade-in prices on used Cher- 
rys have always been good, but 
curiously it is not a cheap car to 
insure, being rated one or two 
groups higher than many rivals. 
Parts prices are certainly not the 
reason; though they are no longer 
the bargain they once were, they 
still have the edge on others. 
Fuel consumption may be 
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kerbweight 16%cwt 
overall length 12ft 9%in 
overall width 5ft 3%in 
overall height 4ft 5¥2in 


3mpg worse overall than the orig 
inal Cherry, but it remains the 
same as the Mk 2’s, and the fac 
that the New Cherry is designed 
to run on 2-star petrol helps to 
erode the advantage of some of its 
40mpg, 4-star competitors. So, ai 
the end of the day, its fue 
economy is no longer outstand- 
ing, just respectable — just. 


Verdict 
In 10 years, Datsun’s Cherry has 
branched out into the most diverse 
small-car range of any manufac- 
turer. Current owners already 
appreciate its reliability and low 
running costs, and prospective 
buyers may well overlook the New 
Cherry’s carburation problems in 
favour of its easy driving and 
even-easier asking price. 

What DRIVE’s testers canno 
overlook is that the New Cher 
has outgrown its roots — so much 
so that Datsun no longer has a true 
small car to offer. This wouldn’t be 
a problem but for British buyer 
insistence that such a_ bargain 
basement car must have a tiny 
llitre engine, too. This once- 
adequate unit is now outperformed 
in its class, and, in this heaviest ¢ 
Cherrys, also proves a_ false 
economy. 

Datsun should follow Toyota’s 
response to our criticism of its 
underpowered llitre Starlet: it 
now offers a 1200cc unit for 
improved acceleration with the 
same fuel economy. 

How long before the New 
Cherry saloon is made the pick 0} 
the bunch with the 1200cc engine 
that’s presently reserved for Dat- 
sun’s coupé and five-door hatc 
back? 


ENGINE 
Type and size front-mounted, transverse 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 73mm 
borex 59mm stroke=988cc; 3 main bea 
ings; iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9:1 

Valve gear overhead pushrods and 
rockers 
Fuel system one twin-venturi carburetto 
fed by mechanical pump from 11gal tank 
Max power (DIN-net) 45bhp a 
6000rpm 
Max torque (DIN-net) 47.7lb ft a 
4000rpm 


TRANSMISSION 
Clutch 7%4in diaphragm spring, single 
dry’ plate, cable operated; pedal load/ 
travel: 20Ib/4¥2in 
Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) ana 
reverse. Ratios: first 3.67:1, second 2.22: 
third 1.43:1, fourth 1:1, reverse 4.09:1 
Final drive 4.07:1 to-front wheels 
Mph per 1000rpm 15.3 in top gear 


CHASSIS 
Suspension — front: independent Mac: 
Pherson damper/struts, coil springs and 
lower wishbone; rear: independent with 
trailing arms with coil springs; dampers 
telescopic all round 
Steering rack and pinion, 3% turns bet 
ween full locks; turning circles averag 
33/4ft between kerbs, with 55ft in respons 
to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 472J steel rims with 155SR1 
steel braced radial ply tyres — Dunlop Si 
pat on test car 

rakes dual-circuit hydraulics; discs 
front, drums rear, vacuum servo, low fluit 
level/handbrake warning lamp ~ 
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The £49.50 Berlitz Cassette Course is 
as Close to “‘living there’’ as you can get! 


The Berlitz secret — ‘‘mingling’’ with people 
A Berlitz Cassette Course takes you among the people 
whose language you want to speak. You share their 
problems, their hopes. You hear their music, the sounds 
they hear. Soon their language doesn’t seem at all strange 
— either to hear or to speak. 


And travel is so much more fun when you can meet 
people and talk their language. Now you can. Easily. 
Painlessly. All thanks to this 50-lesson do-it-yourself 
Berlitz language course. Available in French, German, 
Italian or Spanish — it’s yours for only £49.50. 


50 LESSONS ON CASSETTE 


Packaged solidly in a handsome executive attaché case, 
the Berlitz Comprehensive Cassette Course contains: 


1. Ten introductory lessons in a 90-minute long first 
cassette to familiarize you with the spoken language. 

2. Forty additional lessons on five convenient 60-minute 
cassettes, making a total of 6% hours of recorded 
instruction in all. 

3. 6 illustrated workbooks to use with the tapes, each 
containing 50 pages of easy-to-understand, concise 
information to help you speak with the least difficulty. 300 
pages, in all, to get you on the way to fluency in a second 
language. 

4. A specially prepared, easy-to-use Rotary Verb Finder 
to help you with irregular verb forms — once you’re ready 
for grammar. 


EXCITING, INFORMATIVE, FUN 


This course avoids the dry and the dull — mixes voices, 
sound effects and useful text in the delightful manner only 
Berlitz, the world’s best known language instructor, can 
offer. And cassettes don’t scratch, don’t warp and don’t 
unwind — last almost indefinitely. Best of all, they are easy 
to stick in your pocket, take along on a trip or use in the 
car. 


Enjoy the social advantages only a second language can 
bring. For £49.50 choose the course you need to start 
talking as if you had always lived there. Use the coupon 
and order today. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE Try this Berlitz course for 
ten days. If you are not satisfied for any reason, simply 
return it, and obtain a complete refund. You take no risk, 
so order today. 


USE THE COUPON BELOW 


RENAE Ot AL ks Wk, RG RO Re on CCR EACE | 


To Berlitz Offer: Cassell Ltd., 
Freepost, Southall, Middx UB2 5BR 


YES! Please send me your Berlitz Comprehensive Cassette 
Course(s) at £49.50 each (which includes postage, packing 
and VAT). 


French German Italian Spanish 
466 100 466 101 466 102 466 103 


Please print name and address in block letters 
Name 


Address 


Please indicate method of payment 
Cheque or postal order — payable to Berlitz 


CL] Access _) Barclaycard 
C) Diners Club CL) American Express 
Credit Card No. 


Expiration Date 


Signature 


Receipted invoice included. Your 
Company may be qualified for full 
reimbursement from your Industrial 
Development Training Board Levy. 


Allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
Offer covers postage for UK only. 


Overseas, seamail, please remit 
£1.90 to cover postage and packing. 
Air mail rates submitted on request. 
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New! Written by 
specialists ... backed by 
the unrivalled expertise 
of the AA. 
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The most comprehensive book on driving ever published 
Covers every aspect of motoring from Continental 
motoring to skid control; Motorway driving to learning to 
drive; High speed emergencies to In-car-safety ... 
and much, much more. Price £8.95 + 95p p&p. Ref. 55879. 


Post coupon t 
AA Mail Order Dept. FREEPOST, P.O. Box 50, gstoke, Hants RG21 2BR 
Or telephone your order direct to 


Basings 
Basingstoke (0256) 62989. 


Enter your Membership No. here if applicable — 
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Address For office use only Skip Our eee ee ye ae ae 


Signed (| am over. 18) Date 


ill be held until September 1st 1980. Offer available to UK addresses only 


of VAT, the prices quoted w 


[AA The Complete Atlas of Britain 


Ref.55806. For the motorist on the move. 272 
pages of full colour; 4 miles to 1 inch scale 
road maps with specially-large overlaps on 
- each page; 25,000 place-name index; 
_ extensive journey-planning section with 
distance chart; Motorail terminus maps; local 
_ fadio section with locations and wavelengths. 
Principal airport guide; 80 town plans; 
motorway section and 10-page central London 
guide with street index. Hard covers. 
_ -£7,95+95p p&p 


[a4] 999 Places to Eat Out for Around £5 


Brand new title! 

Ref.55796. Now you can eat out without 

- burning a hole in your pocket! 999 
establishments throughout Britain - all noted for 
excellence and economy. The exotic and the 
__ plain, from bistros to pubs, hotels to wine-bars 
___- all AA-inspected and easily located. 288 
pages. Soft covers. 

£1.95 post free. 


ans 


Into the 80’s with 
AA Atlases and Guides 


A 
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(AA Town Plans 


Ref.55686. At a glance maps smooth your way 
through one-way systems, throughroutes, 
parking spots, shopping areas, locations of 
theatres, cinemas - even early closing days. 
64 towns, cities and districts within larger 
cities. 224 pages. Soft covers. 

£2.95 post free. . 


‘AA Around Britain’s Seaside 

Ref.55783. Packed with maps and plans of 
Britain’s coastline and seaside resorts. Places 
of interest, hotels, restaurants. Each stretch of 
the coast carefully described. 232 pages. 

Soft covers. 


£2.95 post free. 


‘AA Motoring in Europe 

Ref.55880. Essential touring companion lists 
almost 9000 AA-approved and classified hotels 
and garages. Facts and advice in 
documentation, motoring regulations, 
emergency procedures. 19 countries 
presented in easy-to-follow sections plus an 
updated, extended atlas, improved gazetteer 
and special report contrasting different ways of 
getting from England to France, Spain and 
Switzerland. 416 pages. Soft covers. 

Price £3.25 post free. 


All books, including AA Book of Driving, available on five monthly instalments to AA members. 
Non members please send cash with order. 


a Oa To order, please complete and return coupon on opposite page 
ZS or telephone your order direct to Basingstoke (0256) 62989 


(aa) Guesthouses, Farmhouses and Inns 
in Europe 


Ref.55893. Lists some 5000 places to stay at 
prices within most people’s resources. Useful — 


hints on saving money, economising on petrol — 


and preparing your vehicle for the holiday. 
56-page atlas plus special colour feature on 
trips to five European capitals. can ie Soft 
covers, 

Price £2.95 post free. 


AA Camping and Caravanning in Europe — 


Ref.55903. Nearly 5000 camp sites from 
Norway to Greece with description of setting, _ 
location and facilities. Details on Ex 
documentation and legal requirements, hints 
on maintaining your equipment plus specimen 
letters in five languages to help you book in 
advance. 70-page location atlas and colour 
section on Norway, Land of the Midnight Sun. 
432 pages. Soft covers. 
Price £3.25 post free. 


Devon Conversions, long- 
established in the art of adding 
flip-tops to Volkswagen vans, 
has proved to be the most popular 
Kombi converter in Britain over 
the past decade. Hardly surpris- 
ing, then, that it is remaining loyal 
to the marque by using VW’s new 
model for its restyled, four-berth 
Moonraker in the 1980s. 

But don’t expect anything very 
different from VW’s Type 2 80, as 
the new, improved Kombi/ 
Transporter is offically known. 
Apparently, after studying a 
dozen different configurations of 
engine and transmission, the W 
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Germans came back to square 
one, reckoning that they had got 
the vehicle more or less right at 
the first attempt. 

Have they — and has Devon? 
We went west to investigate this 
latest Anglo-German alliance. 


How it goes 
A dab on the throttle to set the 
automatic choke, a twist of the 
key, and old faithful — the famil- 
iar four-cylinder, air-cooled box- 
ermotor — slogs into action way 
back in its corner of the tail. 
The 2litre version has twin 
Solex carburettors, electronic 
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ignition and hydraulic tappets. . . 
and the clever knack of adapting 
readily to the driver’s mood. It’s 
happy to lounge along at speeds 
down to 20mph in top gear when 
your time’s your own, and it can 
be hustled along with impressive 
verve when you’re late for your 
campsite booking. 

Flooring the throttle (an igni- 
tion cut-out prevents over- 
revving) results in a rather 
academic 0-50mph time of 
14.9sec. Keep going, and the 
speedo needle (optimistic on our 
sample) will wind itself round to 
beyond 90mph — with a following 
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a 
wind. We averaged a true 8Smph 
on the test track, but don’t push 
your luck this hard on public 
roads — emerging from the lee of 
a lorry can still cause a heart- 
stopping sway on the motorway. 
Apart from this familiar but 
unpleasant Type 2 trait, cruising 
at 65-70mph in top gear sounds 
and feels effortless, much of the 
engine noise being left behind. 
The acceleration times we 
recorded for this latest 2litre are 
very similar to those of the previ- 
ous model, though ours had 
covered only 500 miles, so we 
would expect its figures to be 
improved slightly with further 
mileage. The respectable top- 
gear 30-50mph in 15.1sec remains 
no match for the 1700cc Sherpa’s 
spanking time of 10.9sec recorded 
with a Suntor (December- 
January 1980). Third gear does 
give more-spirited acceleration 
for overtaking, however, but it’s 
no hardship to make the shift 
down. The hydraulic clutch has a 
medium-weight action and, like 
the easy-going gear lever, calls for 
long operating movements. 
Nevertheless, gear changing is 
smooth and easy, except for some 
baulking into first at standstill. 
As our tabulated figures show, 
the Moonraker’s consumption 
can vary by about 10mpg. Gentle 
country-road use pays off hand- 
somely with almost 28mpg, but if 
you use the vehicle as everyday 
short-journey transport don’t 
expect more than a_budget- 
straining 18mpg. The 13gal tank 
is a quick filler, and oil-level 
checks are a simple, Sunday-best 


task, thanks to a small dipstick/ © 


filler flap in the van’s: tail. 
_ Though high-sided lorries and 
‘gusty winds come as a big blow to 
the VW’s straight-line stability, 
the new rack-and-pinion steering 
is smooth and accurate, and dis- 
plays virtually none of the 
‘unpleasant free play noticeable 
‘on several other vans. It’s easy to 
manage, too, becoming weighty 
only when manoeuvring at low 
‘speeds, and the excellent turning 
circle of 35ft will get the driver out 
of (or into) many a tight spot when 
parking. 
_ Shortcomings though the VW 
ay have, its brakes are superb. 
‘The pedal’s servo-assisted pres- 
‘sure is cleverly balanced to give 
just the right weight and feel to the 
disc/drum set-up for both check 
braking and anchoring in earnest. 
‘In an emergency stop from 
i30mph, the brakes give a 
‘stomach-heaving 94% efficient 
‘stop in a dead-straight line, with 
ninimal nose-dive and virtually 
no wheel lock — very impressive. 
The handbrake, too, is powerful 
and light to operate. 
_So far as converted European 
commercials go, the VW’s ride is 
probably the best in the business, 
ind is made the more impressive 
yy the absence of the thumps, 
queaks and rattles that too often 
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accompany a motor-caravan’s 
progress. Normally smooth and 
level, the suspension takes 
broken surfaces with well- 
damped, unflurried ease and is 
only occasionally caught on the 
wrong foot by a bad pothole. But, 
having said that, we should add 
that two lady passengers, each on 
different occasions, complained 
of feeling queasy when travelling 
in the back. We put this down to 
the fact that both of these Sft 4in 
passengers were prevented from 
using their feet firmly on the floor 
to combat side-sway by the 20in 
height of the seat cushion. 

Far from being the tail-heavy 
oversteerer you might think, the 
Moonraker runs wider into 
understeer the faster it is cor- 
nered. Indeed, its predictable 
handling on the grippy 185 Miche- 
lin XZXs means that it’s a very 
competent bend-swinger, hustl- 
ing through corners with great 
verve and little body roll. Should 
you find it powering too wide of 
your intended course through a 
corner, simply ease off the 
accelerator. With such handling 
available, that final dash to the 
Channel ferry actually could be 
fun — for the driver, at least. 


At the wheel 

The Moonraker is car-like — 
well, German car-like — in the 
comfort of its cockpit. The firm, 
no-nonsense seats, which slide 
and recline, have ways of making 
you sit straight; support is posi- 
tive — a good thing in the long 
run; rock-hard head restraints can 
be adjusted for height; and a large 
handwheel alters squab rake 
which, on the passenger’s side, is 
somewhat restricted by the table 
top being stowed vertically 
behind the seat. 

The driving position is fine for 
taller drivers, who will like the 
comfortable relationship between 
the wheels, pedals and gear lever; 
others will find the lever a stretch 
away. All-round vision is excel- 
lent, thanks to this version of the 
Type 2 being very generously 
glazed, as standard. The 
windscreen pillars are quite thick, 
but the screen itself is: wide and 
deep and is served by powerful 
washer jets and splendid two- 
speed wipers, the latter thought- 
fully transposed for right-hand 
drive. Two big door mirrors ade- 
quately compensate for the Ift of 
rear vision stolen by the wardrobe 
and curtain. 

Instrumentation is confined to 
a clear speedometer and fuel 
gauge, set in a raised binnacle 
together with warning lamps and 
rocker switches to the sides. One 
column stalk on the left works 
indicators, flash. and dip, and 
another on the right controls 
washers and wipers with crisp 
efficiency. Cab features include 
rubber matting, a roof lamp, a lid- 
ded facia locker and a pillar- 
mounted handle for the passenger 


— there isn’t one to help the 
driver haul himself aboard. The 
battery is housed in a lidded box 
under the driver’s seat, with a 
matching storage/tool box on the 
other side. 

On the safety front, there are 
big, crushable sunvisors that can 
be unclipped and swung to the 
side, a detachable interior mirror, 
and inertia-reel seatbelts that 
pay out with a_ silky-smooth 
action and are a pleasure to wear. 
Unfortunately, the facia looks, 
and feels, painfully unyielding. 

Given a long weekend’s 
acquaintance, it’s possible to work 
out which heater/ventilator lever 
does what, where, and to whom. 
By air-cooled engine standards, 
it’s aclever system, and such is its 
versatility that, once warmed-up, 
copious quantities of air can fry or 
freeze the driver or both front- 


seaters — once the right 
upstairs-downstairs balance is 
achieved. Air is not only well- 
directed throughout the cab via 
vents and adjustable grilles, it is 
also piped through floor slots into 
the passenger compartment; but 
the bad news is that none of the 
main body’s side windows opens, 
so through-flow ventilation is 
rather poor. 


Living in it 

Though it makes enough noise to 
wake half the campsite when it’s 
banged shut, the big, strongly- 
sprung sliding door gives plenty 
of elbow room; Gran will need a 
hand to cope with its 18%in step- 
up, though. 

Once aboard, the first task is to 
flip open the glass-fibre lid and 
elevate the roof. This is done by 
unclipping a pair of external 
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MOTOR-CARAVAN TEST 


PRICE £8103 
On the road £8235.45 
Running costs £887.95 per year 
7.93p per mile 
PARTS/REPAIRS 
(inc VAT; fitting time in brackets) 
clutch £95.28 (3.0hr) 
exhaust £88.73 (1.2hr) 
headlamp unit £30.21 (0.2hr) 
front bumper £28.15 (0.5hr) 
laminated windscreen £47.73 (1.3hr) 
oil filter £3.01 (0. 1hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (3.5hr) 


Optional extras Electrolux 122 fridge 
(1cu ft) £147.20 


FUEL 2-star/91 octane min 
overall consumption 22mpg 
effective range 270 miles/13¥%gal tank 


Normal range of consumptions 
short journey — suburban 18mpg 


catches — trying not to lose their 
fiddly split pins —- and releasing 
an interior strap. Once it has been 
given a steady push, four high- 
pressure struts hiss the roof up to 
its full height with the zeal of the 
newly converted. To pullit down, 
you leap for the dangling strap 
and hang on like a novice bell- 
ringer. If no door or window is 
open, the roof is slow to rise and 
difficult to pull down, which says 
something for the vehicle’s seal- 
ing. There is no window in the 
roof, only an opening fly-screened 
vent over the cooker. 

The smooth,velour upholstery, 
criss-crossed chocolate-brown on 
fawn, has been carefully chosen 
to match the patterned acrylic 
carpeting, generously cut nylon 
curtains and — an unusual feature 
— the carpeting lining the roof to 
make a warm, condensation-free 
ceiling. The furniture, too, is... 
well, different, with rounded 
doors and work surfaces, flush- 
fitting circular handles and plastic 
laminate on all faces, again 
colour-keyed and with dark 
‘coachlines’. Only you can tell if 


you like it. Even if you don’t, you 
will have to agree that it’s neat 
and well constructed, with every- 
thing fitting as it should. 

The Moonraker takes three 
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mixed roads — brisk driving 21¥%4mpg 
motorway — 65mph cruising 22mpg 

quiet rural — max 40mph oT vempy 
PERFORMANCE 0-50mph_ 14.9sec; 


30-50mph, top gear 15.1sec; top speed 
85mph; maximum brake efficiency 94% 


Water tank TYagal 
Berths two double beds 
Tyres 185SR14 radial-ply 
DIMENSIONS 

Overall length 15ft Oin; width 6ft lin; 


height 7ft 3in; turning circle 35ft; front leg- 
room 38%2-46in; front headroom 39in; max 
headroom 98in; kerbweight 33/z2cwt 


Manufacturer Devon Conversions Ltd, 
Sidmouth, Devon 


passengers on the transverse 
seat, with a fourth sitting with his 
back — or, in the VW’s case, his 
front — to the engine ona padded 
box that’s commodious enough to 
take a portable toilet. At meal- 
time, when the Desmo _ tube- 
mounted table is set up (and it’s 
true, it’s quicker by tube), one of 
the diners has to sit on a fold-out 
seat that’s hinged to the box seat. 

Trying to squeeze sleeping 
bags, blankets and pillows for 
four into the storage box under 
the main seat is not on, especially 
as access to it is none too easy. 
Overspill items have to ride high 
on the big square cushion in the 
tail or in the shallow boxes under 
it. The snag is that this makes 
opening the door to the small 
(39in-high) corner wardrobe 
above the cushion somewhat dif- 
ficult, and the only other resource 
is a shallow, tapering over-bed 
cupboard into which slim items 
can be posted. 

The kitchen and main storage 
area are on the offside of the van. 
Our Moonraker was equipped 
with a gas/12v lIcu ft Electrolux 
fridge (normally, only a portable, 
insulated food box is provided) 
which fits under the sink/drainer 
unit on the left. Water is fed to the 
faucet by a small electric pump 


DAY 


A sink fridge B cooker © cupboard/gas 
bottle store D wardrobe E water container 
F cushion/storage G bench seat/storage H 
table I fold-down seat J seat/toilet storage 
K double bed 


submerged in the tall, two- 
wheeled water container. This ts 
strapped into place in the tail, and 
is best filled by hose — trying to 
heave 7%gal up on to the rear 
deck is no joke. 

But perhaps we shouldn’t com- 
plain; it’s always reassuring to be 
able to keep an eye on the condi- 
tion of the water container. On 
hired vehicles in particular, TRAIL 
sometimes wonders about the 
long-term salubrity of perma- 
nently attached, concealed water 
tanks. 

Thanks to the engine’s air 
cleaner being resited, the rear 
deck is now 8in lower than in the 
previous model. This means that 
the resultant, deeper load space is 
now easier to load — it also makes 
an even bigger play area for 
youngsters. 

Opposite the door are two 
shelved cupboards for cooking 
utensils and crockery (one with a 
low cutlery drawer) and a tiny 
porthole cupboard. To the right is 
the Fellows double-burner 
cooker and grill, dazzlingly res- 
plendent in stainless steel and fit 
for a showman’s caravan. 

It’s cook-only room in the 
kitchen, where space is restricted 
by the seats. It’s almost imposs- 
ible to work with the table in 
place, but there is a ‘dishing-up’ 
area on the righthand worktop. 
This conceals a deep cupboard 
with a false floor giving access to 
the vented gas-bottle store. Of the 
van’s two striplights, the one 
above the sink is dual intensity. 

The innocent-looking settee is 
more of a Casanova’s casting 
couch. With two rubber clips 
unhooked, a sophisticated hinge 
slides the cushion forward while 
lowering the backrest to butt up to 
the big rear cushion. Instantly, 
there’s a very comfortable 6ft 9in 
by 3ft 10in double bed — just add 
people. 

Sliding a thickly upholstered 
panel in the roof, to meet a match- 
ing one up-front, forms the top 
bedroom. It’s shaped like a ridge 
tent, except that one side of the 
roof is firm and snugly carpeted. 
On the other side, it’s your part- 
ner who sleeps only a sheet of thin 
plastic from the elements. Climb- 


| fact, beyond checking the plugs ~ 


ing up to and into the double bed 
(which is the same size as the bot- 


back seat and perhaps on the fur. ‘ 
niture, too, if you are short, and it’ 
would not be impossible for chil-: 
dren to tumble down on to unfor-* 
tunates in the bed below. On the 
ground floor, bedroom headroom | 
is reduced to 4ft 9in, so parents | 
can only move about with a 
unseemly, simian shuffle. 


Will it last? } 
Judging by the condition of our 
test vehicle, VW’s legendary 
quality of car construction and | 
paintwork applies equally to its 
commercials. Admittedly unsul- 
lied by the rough and tumble of a 
high mileage, our van impressed 
us by its excellent finish and the 
reassuring way in which every- 
thing worked with well- 
engineered precision. The 
factory-applied wax spray rust- 
proofing should work a good deal 
more thoroughly than its appear- 
ance suggests, and the vehicle’s 
warranty is for 12 months’ unli- 
mited mileage. 

We have reservations about the” 
long-term durability of the Moon- 
raker’s vinyl concertina top, as its” 
life expectancy must be reduced 
by creasing, pinching and age- 
hardening. Devon reckons that 
the material doesn’t normally 
wear out or perish, which could 
be good news as, at current 
prices, a new one costs about £40 © 
fitted. F 
Should you be overcome with 
the desire to work on the engine, a ~ 
bit of diligent furniture removing 
reveals its lift-off access lid. In 


(you check the oil from outside, | 
remember), there’s notalot todo. | 
Thanks to electronic ignition and | 
hydraulic tappets; it has become © 
almost a fit-and-forget item. Thes 
spare wheel lives in a wind-down 
tray under the cab floor. : 


Verdict 
Viewed objectively, the Type 2 80, — 
or Transporter, as it’s popularly 
known, is one of the least conve-— 
nient commercials to convert to a_ 
motor-caravan, because of its 
rear-mounted engine and big side ~ 
door. These factors alone create 
the old problems of restricted stor- 
age space and limited versatility in © 
seating, sleeping and cooking 
arrangements. 3 

We did come to like the Moon- 
raker’s easy-come, easy-go top 
bedroom, the clever seat-to-bed — 
conversion and its warm and 
attractive interior. The Type 2’s 
impressive road-going manner and ~ 
quality construction also give the 
VW. a decided edge over its front- 
engined rivals. 

Even so, after living with the 
Moonraker, plus points such as 
these failed to make converts out of 
TRAIL’s testers. But can thousands 
of devoted VW motor-caravanners 
be wrong? 4 
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Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 
what it means to you. You 
can send letters for pub- 
lication — unstamped — 
via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
Post, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA 


Points against 
DRIVE’S article about the merits of 
adopting a points system in pre- 
ference to the totting-up proce- 
dure (March-April) suggests that 
motorists cannot help breaking 
the law and so should not be 
punished. No one with common- 
sense can have sympathy with 
persistent offenders: they know 
what they are doing, all right, and 
the majority are so bumptious and 
cunning that they think ‘they are 
superior beings above the law. 

You can see them in my dis- 
trict, doing about 50mph in a 
30mph limit, leering at you as they 
go by as if to say: ‘You poor mutt, 
look how clever I am doing 50.’ 
But just hear them squeal when 
they get caught! 

Anyone with three speeding 
convictions should be punished 
severely, because it’s these same 
clever dicks who speed in thick 
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fog and are a danger to everyone. 
C Simpson 

Newmarket, Suffolk 

@ Point taken, but, to set the 
record straight, Mr Simpson, it 
was motorists and magistrates 
who advocated the changes in the 
law referred to in the feature. 
Transport Minister Norman 
Fowler, too, backs. reform. — 
EDITOR 


Goods and baddies 

I would like to see rear mudflaps 
and laminated windscreens made 
compulsory for both cars and lor- 
ries, and ‘dead man’s brakes’ on 
heavy-goods vehicles. Recently, 
a lorry whose brakes failed 
crashed into a shop that I own, 
causing very severe damage. 

F A Nichols 

Ferring, Sussex 


Haunting question 
I wonder if the theory pro- 
pounded by your exorcist 
(March-April) about malign 
influences causing drivers to 
come to grief gives the clue to the 
apparently puzzling and other- 
wise inexplicable accidents 
occurring at the notorious 
Barham crossroads, on the A2 
between Canterbury and 
Dover/Folkestone. 

This is where busy-but-minor 
country roads cross the route to 
the channel ports; the junction is 
out in the open with clear visibil- 


ity in and from all directions; yet, 
although now controlled by traffic 
lights, collisions keep occurring. 
A fly-over at the spot is now 
under consideration. 

It occurs to me that is just the 
spot where a gallows for high- 
waymen might have stood... 
H W Andrews 
Dover, Kent 


Things that go bump 
When will car manufacturers fol- 
low the Saab and Volvo example 
and fit bumpers capable of with- 
standing minor collisions without 
damage to, bodywork? Most are 
too fragile and/or badly 
positioned: to give any sort of 
protection, bumpers must project 
beyond the line of the vehicle, but 
how many do? In my view, the 
majority are simply decoration. 
Perhaps an accessory company 
could set its mind to producing a 
strong, cheap over-rider to help 
solve the problem. 
G Buchanan 
Bath, Avon 


Faithful Rover 
Did any other readers notice that 
the artist’s impression of the 
future Ford Granada saloon in 
DRIVE (March-April) is very simi- 
lar in external appearance to the 
Rover SD1? So, too, are some 
‘new’ foreign cars such as the 
Renault 30TS. 

I have owned four Rovers and 


, =e Woodhead Loadmasters are easily fitted in place 
of the existing rear shock absorbers on your 
car to assist the springs and provide extra damping. 


manufacturers. 


WOODHEAD MANUFACTURING CO. 
P.O. Box 4, MOORCROFT WORKS, 

OSSETT, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF5 9DL, ENGLAND. 
Phone: Ossett 273521 (STD code 0924): Telex: 55291 


Sold only in pairs. 


Adjustment and installation details in each carton. 


They help to prevent rear end sag and sway 
— a must for trailer towing. 


Woodhead Shock Absorbers are supplied as original 
equipment by most British & many overseas vehicle 


have had outstanding service 
from all of them, not least from 
the SD1 that I bought 35,000 
miles ago, in May 1977. I have 
never owned a foreign car, but I 
am assured by a very experienced 
garage mechanic that the imports 
are no more reliable than British 
cars, and spares are expensive 
and not always readily available. 
How much is our sheep-like 
public taste influenced, I wonder, 
by the delight of the media in Brit- 
ain bashing? 
D S Pullin 
Solihull, W Midlands 


Cross words 

Can I ask DRIVE readers please to 
take special care when they see 
pedestrians carrying a white 
cane? Drivers can help the visu- 
ally handicapped by being extra 
careful at road junctions, traffic 
lights and particularly at Pelican 
crossings. Because of the impat- 
ience of some motorists, blind 
people are sometimes encouraged 
to walk to an apparently clear 
stretch of road farther on and 
attempt to cross there. The trou- 
ble is that it’s in these situations 
that accidents happen, as vehicles 
are travelling both more quickly 
and quietly. 

Allan Yates 

Branch Secretary 

Blackpool and Fylde Branch 
National Federation of The Blind 
of the UK 
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: =) 4 select the ride you want with the new 


WOODHEAD HEAVY DUTY 
CEG 777-714 SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Select your own ride characteristics with Woodhead Heavy 
Duty Adjustable Shock Absorbers. Easy to adjust and install, 
the units have infinitely variable adjustment (between min. 
and max. damping positions) enabling you to select the 
ride and handling characteristics. 


PA M4 
ti mae 
’ WOODHEAD MANUFACTURING CO. Le 
P.O. Box 4, MOORCROFT WORKS, CSE ee 
. OSSETT, WEST YORKSHIRE, WFS 9DL, ENGLAND. srs uA 
asater way to travel Phone: Ossett 273521 (STD code 0924) Telex: 55291 Z 
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THE NEW SUPERSPEED AIR PUMP. | 
A tough Mini Compressor for Only £14.95. | 


Quite simply plug the Super Speed 
Air Pump into your car’s cigarette 
lighter socket or connect it to the 12 
volt DC battery in your car or boat. 
Then this compact little workhorse 
with its high speed motor gearbox and 
piston compressor will inflate airbeds, 
dinghys, bicycle tyres or footballs in 
next to no time. Even flat car tyres 
can be inflated in minutes. 

It comes complete with rubber hose 
and locking valve connector, high 
pressure and cone adaptors 
plus a 12 volt power lead and 
plug — all stowed neatly 
inside an attractive and 
durable case measuring only 
84in x Sin x 24in and 
weighing only 1.5 kilos. 

At this super low direct 
purchase price every family 
can afford its own 
mini-compressor. 


Buy the New Super Speed Air 
Pump and take the puff out of 
pumping. Inflates up to 45p.s.i! 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Pressure Gauge 


This tough nylon screw-in tyre gauge 
designed to fit the Super Speed and 
produced by England’s leading 
manufacturer of pressure gauges has an 
easy to read 2in dial. Made to stringent 
British Standards it can measure 
pressures up to 100 
p.s.i. (6 in Bar) with an 
accuracy of over 99%. 

Remember, correct 
tyre pressures are a 
legal requirement and 
they increase miles per 
gallon too! 


Only £3.20 


(plus p&p) 


plus p&p 


Credit Card Holders may telephone 24 hours a day | 
on T° 0962 65996 and place orders immediately 
without completing the coupon. 

And if you’re not completely satisfied we shall be 
pleased to refund your money if you return your 
Super Speed or Pressure Gauge in good condition 
within 14 days. 


FREEPOST i 
4 No stamp required just complete and 
send this coupon to:- NEW CONCEPT, 
DEPT. D/380M FREEPOST, 
WINCHESTER SO23 8BR. 
Please send me ___Super Speed Air 
| Pump(s) at £16.15 inc. £1.20 p & p and 
insurance. 
Please send me___ Pressure Gauge(s) at 
£3.45 inc. £0.25 p & p and insurance. 


I enclose cheque/postal order for £_— 
} or please charge my Access/Barclaycard 


“No. Gam 5 
BARCLAYCARD 
Siguiture Peenh 3s) 
ae. 
Name [Urtcasie 
Hl Addres: 
D 
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_ New Concept 


NEW CONCEPT, A Division of Ulundi Ltd. 


14 St. Georges St., Winchester SO23 8BR 
Registered England No 132106 
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"Finlandia Sunroot 
€could put all 5 


other sunroofs 
in the shade _@ 


The ultimate glass suntoéf; carefu fh . together with the special heat filter «The Finlandia Glass Sunroof. From 


Finlandia gives you motoring comfort - 


and enjoyment with high precision 
engineering and versatility. 


The glass panel can be quickly and easily 
opened by a unique centre catch which 
has been specifically developed with 
safety as the major factor. Opened to 
its maximum, the Finlandia creates a 
highly efficient stale air extraction 
system which increases the fresh air 
flow thus combating car sickness and 
driver fatigue. Even when closed, the 
Finlandia still creates that relaxing open 
air feeling. The tinted bronze glass 


mesh provides an efficient sun shade 
reducing the heat penetration by an 
amazing 80% — its a great way to keep 
your cool. 


The Finlandia meets the exacting 
standards of several international test 
houses, including The British Standards 
Institute (BS 857), and has been 
awarded the distinctive Kite Mark 
Approval. 


It can be fitted to most vehicles and it is 
installed exclusively by the national 
network of Envirogarde Autocare 
Sunroof centres by fully trained 
technicians. 


Finland to you — exclusively by 
Envirogarde. The ultimate glass | ~ 
sunroof. a 


The 


Finlandia = 


Sunroof 
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FOR OUR COLOUR BROCHURE OR THE ADDRESS OF YOUR VOCAL BNVIROQGARDE AUTOCARE NROOF CENTRE PHONE WORTHING (0903) 204171 
ENVIROGARDE GROUP LTD. ZIF BART HOUSE DOMINION WAY WORTHING WEST SUSSEX BNI4 8PE 
FRANCHISE AREAS ARE AVAILABLE ROR THOSE WHO WISH TO START THEIR OWN BUSINES 


GRACE YOUR HOME WITH A MILESTONE IN MOTORING 


~A SUPERB MUG & A LIMITED EDITION 
PLATE BY SPODE 
COMMEMORATING THE 
75th ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE AUTOMOBILE 
ASSOCIATION 


beget tition eta pe rc GT re NRO 


Pee eng ee a 
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When the AA was founded in 1905 to warn drivers 
approaching speed traps, no one could have predicted 
the significant role it was to play in British Motoring. 
Now in its 75th year a Special Anniversary plate and 
mug have been commissioned in fine English bone 
china, the aristocrat of porcelain, from one of the 
country’s premier factories. 


200 YEARS OF CRAFTSMANSHIP 

The name Spode has been synonymous with only the 
bestin china, since Josiah Spode first introduced his 
revolutionary bone china to the worldin 1800. You can 
enjoy its translucent beauty and the skill of the china 
makers art in these superb pieces created by Spode 
especially for the Automobile Association’s 75th 
Anniversary. This old established company has a 
prestigious reputation as manufacturers of the finest 
bone china and commemorative ware. 


ONLY 3000 WILL BE PRODUCED 

Quality cannot be mass produced and although there 
must be millions who can be thankful to the AA, 

as wellas those who appreciate the contribution made 

to motoring over the last 75 years, a strict edition of 3000 
plates must be maintained. 

Each plate will come with a certificate of authenticity 
signed by the Director General of the AA, 

Olaf Lambert. 


ENDURING QUALITY & PLEASURE 

The meticulous skill of the Spode heraldic artists can be 
seen in the beautiful coat of arms featured in the centre 
of the 103” plate and on the 33”high mug. The edge of the 
plate and mug are finished off in a broad band of 22 carat 
gold. Inside this gold edge a yellow border depicts the 
colour by which the AA is known today, together with 
the well known AA stars. Around the border of the 

plate are the AA Heraldic badges assigned for use in the 
United Kingdom, each charged with the Arms. 
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OFFICIAL BACKSTAMP 
The mug’s backstamp features the modern AA 

symbol and shows the distinctive mark of Spode which 
is a guarantee of quality and issue. The backstamp on 
the plate quotes the edition limit of 3,000 and each plate 
is individually numbered. 


THE NAME, THE EDITION, THE PRICE 

The name of Spode, superb quality and a limit of only 
3,000 make these fine plates very attractive indeed at 
£50 each. Although the mugs are not limited the 
craftsmanship and quality are just the same and the price 
even better at £15 each. 


You will want to remember this special motoring 
anniversary - don’t be disappointed, send off the 
coupon today or use the 24 hour telephone ordering 
service. These editions are only available by mail order 
from the Peter Jones Collection or from the Peter Jones 
China Stores at Wakefield & Leeds. 


Should any of our products not 


come up to your expectations 
simply return them to us foran 
immediate refund orreplacement. 


(This guarantee does not inany 
way affect your statutory rights) 


Thc Peter Tones Collection of @hhefield 


Personal callers welcome at Peter Jones China Stores 
at Cross Street, Wakefield and Albion Place, Leeds. 


ORDER FORM To: THE PETER JONES COLLECTIO 
P.O. Box 10, Cross Street, Wakefield, West Yorkshire 


WF1 3AB. Telephone 0924 62510: 
Please reserve the following items 


Pte 50.00. [7059 |__| 


£64.00 | — | ! 


Overseas 
P&P 
other countries add £3 peritem. 


Ienclose my cheque/PO for £ _____________made payable t4 
Peter Jones China (Mail Order) Limited or Debit my 
Access/Barclaycard/ Diners/ Trustcard 


Plate and Mug (Pair) 


Price includes VAT andP & P. 


For orders to be despatched to 
Europe add £1.50 per item and all 


Account No with £ 
Signature 
Please allow 28 days for delivery. 
Mr/Mrs/ Miss 
Postcode 


Credit Card holders may place orders direct dayo 
night seven days a week by telephoning Wakefield 
0924 62510 and quoting their cardnumber. 
Please ensure the address given is that of 

the Credit Card holder, 

Registered in England 1362134. 8 
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olpack reader- offer 


" The finest engineering 
expertise went into your 
braking system. 


Why forget it now?” 
a 2a Your safety and that of your 


car depend upon a carefully 
designed and engineered braking 
« system. And so your disc brakes 
-* need just the night pads to provide 
the safe, balanced performance you 
have come to rely on. 

Girling brake system com- 

" ponents are among the most widely | 
fitted by the world’s vehicle manu- 
==", facturers. We know about brake 
soreagince = systems. And we know about disc 

brake pads. They must perform 
" efficiently and consistently what- 
™ ever the car's speed, even if they get | 


os 


* mn 


| hot with extensive braking. They 
must also offer a reasonable wear 
as, | rate, relative to performance. 
They must give you consistent | 
performance and safer braking — 
in short, real confidence. 
Be safe and sure, fit... 


Girling Dis Brake Pads- | 


more just a part! 


© Pil Lockheed, Giring & the British 
© £0 Brake Lining Manufacturers 
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‘HIS IS a British Issue of DRIVE, 
vith a quartet of British-brand car 
ests and even a brace of John 
bull superbikes. 

But not for a moment are we 
nerely beating a jingoistic drum. 
Ne make that very clear on page 
2, where we invite respected 
ndustrial writer Graham Turner 
0 take a long, hard look at the 
rospects for UK car makers. 
Turner has no particular com- 
nitment to British car manufac- 
hg nor, for that matter, to 
) - And writing about Ford, 
$L, Vauxhall, Chrysler — well, he 
julis very few punches. All the 
ame, It’s difficult not to sym- 
athise with Britain’s car men. 
The simple fact is that this 
lecade is the most crucial in the 
listory of car-making — in Bri- 
ain, certainly, but also every- 
there else in the West. Here at 
iome, the demise of car manufac- 
uring as we know it could mean 
he loss of at least 800,000 jobs. 
ind that is a prospect that no one 
- and definitely not the AA, with 
is 75 years’ involvement with all 
spects of motoring in the UK, and 
long-standing policy of buying 
‘itish for its huge vehicle fleet — 
n view with equanimity. 
1 ee or FD . 


invisible exports 
UK CAR EXPORTS may be over- 
shadowed by those of Japan, 
Germany and France, but there 
are still some foreign markets 
where British models thrive. 
Sadly, they are, with one 
exception; vehicles that are no 
longer made in this country — 
such as the Morris Oxford Series 
3, best-seller of the 1950s. Its 
jelly-mould design may be 24 
years old, but thousands are still 
being built in India as the Hindus- 
tan Ambassador Mk3. And, 
under its bonnet, there is still the 
original 1489cc power unit that’s 
mourned by many in Gt Britain. 
Hindustan Motors bought the 
body dies and tooling from what 
was then BMC, and began pro- 
duction in Calcutta. For good 
measure, the company also pro- 
duces a car that looks suspici- 
ously like the Mini Moke, com- 
plete with canvas roof. There are 
two essential differences: it’s big- 
ger than the original favoured by 
1960s trendsetters, and it’s pow- 
ered by a 1489cc diesel. 
Triumph Herald fans will be 
happy to learn that the apple of 
their eye is also alive and running 
— again in India. It’s now known 
as the Standard Gazel station 
wagon, and is made in Madras — 
where, incidentally, the old Stan- 
dard Atlas van is also produced. 
Meanwhile, in Bombay, the 
Vauxhall Viva looks set to enjoy 
anew lease of life, courtesy of the 


- Premier Motor Company. 


The Hillman Hunter, too, not 
only lives on — it has managed to 
become a best-seller as the 
Paykan in Iran, where it has been 
assembled since the late 1960s. Of 
course, as Iran has a near-total 
ban on imports, it is also the only 
‘new’ car on sale there . . . The 
body is manufactured locally, 
while Talbot’s Stoke-on-Trent 
factory continues to produce the 
power train and suspension in a 
deal worth up to £150million a 
year. Annual production is cur- 
rently running at around 100,000 
models. Those sort of sales, if 
reproduced in Britain, would 
make the Hunter the third-most- 


popular car, after only the Ford 
Cortina and Escort! 

And, with the fate of MG 
now sealed, it’s comforting to 
hear that two of its finest 
offspring, the MG TF roadster 
and TD Mkz2, continue to roll out 
of Sao Paulo, Brazil. These, 
however, are definitely not for the 
purists, being glass-fibre copies 
powered by Chevrolet’s 1.4litre 
or Volkswagen’s 1.3 and 1.5litre 
engines. 

Remember the Innocenti, star 
of the Geneva Motor Show in the 
mid-1970s? It was the brainchild 
of BL Italy, and, until the recent 
development of BL Cars’ Metro, 
was widely tipped as the Mini’s 
successor. Today, the Innocenti 
is still in small-scale production 
by De Tomaso of Milan, with 
Austin-Morris engines. 

Another oldie on its way back 
— in Britain, this time — is the 
faithful Morris Minor 1000. Plans 
for the Morris Minor Centre of 
Bath to produce the saloon, 
estate, convertible and pick-up 
models are well-advanced. At 
today’s prices, they are likely to 
sell for £5000. The philosophy of 
Charles Ware, the man behind the 
enterprise, would seem to be that, 
if the VW Beetle can thrive in S 
America, then Britain’s ‘people’s 
car’ can also make a comeback. 

The Fox (pictured above), on 
the other hand, is one car that has 
never been made in Britain, and is 
unlikely ever to be sold here. Yet 
this year it is expected to earn 
£1 million for Reliant. A new util- 
ity vehicle, it’s the result of a 


‘Don’t know who he is, 
’ buthe comes here every 
year and begs 
forgiveness from his 
old Hillman Hunter.” 
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12-year relationship between the 
Tamworth, Staffordshire, firm 
and the Greek company, Bebea. 
Currently built in Athens, the 
Fox makes full use of Reliant’s 
experience with glass fibre, and 
takes its running gear and trim 
from the Reliant Kitten. 


Turkish delight 
THE LATEST Reliant car takes its 
bow at the Motor Show, this 
October. Code-named the 
FW-11, it’s a stylish. five-door 
hatchback, with, of course, a 
glass-fibre body. But, if its hand- 
some looks prompt you to order a 
test drive, forget it! It’s destined 
exclusively for Turkey, where it 
is planned to go into production 
late next year. 

So why go to the expense of 
showing it at the NEC? Says 
Reliant’s Alfred Woolf: 


FW-11 is a design-and- 
development job for the Otosan 
company of Istanbul; by exhibit- 
ing our pre-production prototype, 
we're hoping that we can win 
other such ‘‘concept’’ contracts 
from other countries.’ 

Why can’t Reliant produce the 
FW-11 in its own factory? Woolf 
explains: ‘To go into volume pro- 
duction, we would need an 
investment of something like 
£325million. We’re a small com- 
pany, and there’s no way we can 
raise a sum of that size. . .’ 

Fortunately, Reliant’s export 
future looks sweet: its knowhow 
has made Otosan’s current 
Anadol car range the delight of 
the Turks. 


Seeing red 

OUR FORD FIESTA crash story 
(July-August) shows just how: 
expensive a gentle rear-end shunt 
can be be. So we were doubly 
interested in a bright idea from 
Hella that is claimed to cut such 
incidents by up to 50% — an extra 
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pair of eye-level brake lamps. 
Hella’s scientists experi- 
mented with more than 4000 
Washington, US, taxi cabs to 
prove their point. Half were fitted 
with additional brake lamps high 
up in the rear window; the other 
half were left unmodified; and the 
accident records of the two 
groups were monitored for a total 
of 60million hazardous miles. 
The US government was as 
shocked as Hella — but not as 
pleased — when the results 
showed that taxis displaying the 
extra brake lamps were involved 
in fewer than half the number of 
rear-end accidents that dented un- 


Hella’d taxis. In fact, officials 
could not believe the statistics, 
and organised a second test using 
cabs right across the US. The 
results were identical. 

Here’s how Hella’s lamps can 
avoid nose-to-tail crashes. When 
the lead car in a queue of traffic 
brakes, its brake lamps are seen 
only by the car driver immedi- 
ately behind. The chain of 
delayed reactions leads to suc- 
cessive vehicles in the queue hav- 
ing to brake progessively harder 
— until, almost inevitably, an 
accident occurs. 

When the lead car carries extra 
brake lamps in its rear window, its 
braking can be signalled to drivers 


in cars up to four or five vehicles 
behind, so giving valuable split- 
seconds’ warning. 

Hella’s invention is so success- 
ful that European governments 
have changed their lighting laws 
to accommodate eye-level brake 
lamps. Curiously, Hella has dis- 
covered that, in the UK, the £24 
lamps are already legal. 


Latest instalments 

YOU CAN now pay off your road 
tax ata fiver a month. . . by buy- 
ing special stamps at post offices. 
But if the government gets its 
way, you may soon have to dis- 


play a current tax disc even if 


your car is laid up. The move is 


What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 


tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 


manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the sete bec you can expect to write to put your new 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and de 


pRIve/AA road-test re 


apply to their regional AA office — address 


ini or Rolls on the road, 


ivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 
rt number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members can 
Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car Price- 


ide, Fanum House, 


Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 10p for each report. 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles 


DRIVE/AA 
Model Manual Auto Road Test 
AC (14 dealers) 
3000ME 13452 — 
ALFA ROMEO (142 dealers) 
 Alfasud Super 
1.3 (1350) 4160 — D5/78 
Super 1.5 4360 — 
Ti 1.5 4860 — D6/79 
Sprint Veloce 8460 — 
Giulietta 1.6 $160 — 025/79 
1.8 5460 — 
2.0 ss6éo — 
Alfetta 2000L 6060 — 
GTV2000 6seo0 —— 
GTV20e0SE 8088 — 
ASTON MARTIN (27 dealers) 
v8 34587 34587 
V8 Vantage 37083 — 
V8 Volante 42888 42588 
Lagonda _ $0022 
AUDI (351 dealers) 
80LS 8546 5900 
GLS 6045 6398 018/79 
GLE 7283 — 
100 Avant L 6344 — 
L5S 6848 7406 
GL 5S 7602 8159 
L5D 7662 — 
AvantGL5S 7789 8347 ARI176 
GL 5E 8006 8865 018/78 
CD 5E _ 10019 
AvantCD5E — 10486 
200 5T 13108 13106 
AUSTIN-MORRIS (1706 dealers) 
Mini 850 City 2837 — RTR340 
850 Super 3106 — 
1000 Super 3184 3684 D3/78 
Clubman 
(1098cc) 3808 — RTR410 
Clubman 
(998cc) — 3978 
estate 
(1098cc) 3805 — 
estate 
(998cc) _ 4275 
1275GT 3923 — 
Allegro 1100 3534 — 
Mk31.14dr 3671 — 
1300 2dr 3666 «4136 
4dr 3803 4273 
1300L 2dr 3957 4427 
4dr 40984 4564 
1300HL 4dr 4553 5023 
1300 estate 4062 4832 
1300L estate 4383 4823 8014A 


1500L 4dr 42758 — 


1500L estate 4535 — D9/79 
1500HL 4dr 4735 — 

1750L 4dr _ 4738 

1750L estate — 4997 

1750HL 4dr 4910 $197 RI182 

Vanden Plas 

1500 4dr s681 — 
Li! _ 6144 

Ital 1.3L 38890 — 
1.3HL 4133 4558 
1.3HLS 4550 4975 
1.3L estate 4354 — 
wd 4115 — 
1.7HL 4359 4784 
1.7HLS 4775 5200 
1.7L estate 458i — 
1.7HL estate 4825 5250 
1.7HLS estate $201 S626 

Maxi 1750 4322 4823 
1750HL 4567 5068 
1750HLS 4690 — 

Princess 1700L 4796 5326 
1700HL 8194 5724 
1700HLS 8637 6167 
2000HL $503 6033 
2000HLS $944 6474 
2200HLS 6395 6925 011/78 

BENTLEY (77 dealers) 

T2 Series _ 42204 

Corniche -— 62722 

Convertible — 66610 

BMW (144 dealers) 

.316 5622 — RI149 
320 7087 7817 
323i 8192 8652 012/79 
518 7282 — 

520 8417 9127 011/78 

§25 9592 10127 

528i 10862 11377 

728i 12702 13217 

732i 14592 15107 

735i 16442 16802 

735i Special 17396 17756 

635CSi 19217 19217 

BRISTOL (0 dealers) 

412 S2 

convertible- 

saloon — 32827 
412/S3 

Beaufighter _ 38108 

603 S2 — 39328 

BUICK (5 dealers) 

Century _— 9755 

CADILLAC (5 dealers) 

Seville Elegante — 21946 
Elegante (Ihd) — 19573 
Seville — 18539 
Seville (Ind) — 16166 

Fleetwood 

Brougham ‘ 
d'Elegance _ 16046 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
Super Seven TC 6081 — 


1600 Sprint 5587 — 

1600GT $217 — 

CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 

Caprice Classic — 13081 
Classic (hd) — 10857 
Classic estate — 13205 
Classic estate 

(Ihd) — 10982 

Monte Carlo 

coupé — 10055 

Corvette (Ihd) _ 12405 

CITROEN (271 dealers) 

2CV6 2477 — R118 

Dyane 2721 =— D1/79 

Visa Club 3408 — 

. Super 3737 — 

GS 3775 — 
estate 4031 — 

GS 1220 Club 3804 — RTR384 
Pallas 4220 4463 
estate 4059 — D8/79 

GSA (1299cc) ; 
Club 4393 4554 
Pallas 4746 4906 
estate 4615 4882 

CX Reflex 6350 — 

Athena 7046 —— 

2400 Pallas 7695 7910 

2500 Diesel 

Super 7665 — 
Diesel Pallas 8320 — 
2400 Pallas 

Injection _ 8810 

GTi 8785 — 
Prestige 
Injection —_ 11765 

2400 Super 

estate 7473 «=67838 

§-speed 7615 — 

2500 Diesel 

Super estate 7893 — 

5-speed 8035 — 

Familiale 2400 

Super 7609 7974 

5-speed 7787 — 
2500 Diesel 6025 — 
5-speed 8167 — 

COLT (290 dealers) 

GLX 3dr 

hatchback 4059 — 
GLX 5dr 

hatchback 4309 4654 

Lancer 1400GLX 4489 4804 
1600GSR 4859 — 

Celeste 1600ST 4559 — 

GS 4719 — D5/78 
2000GT soso — 

Sigma 1600GL 4719 5064 
2000GLX $359 5704 RTR432 
estate sesso 

Sapporo 2000 6659 7004 


le: . ‘ 


designed to reduce evasi 


running at an estimated £75 mil 
a year according to the DoT. 


Special offer 
LIMITED EDITIONS are _all-tos 
often a marketing ploy to sell 
unsellable — but not the a 
Porsche 924 Carrera GT (right 

It’s destined to succeed tt 
classic 1973 911 Carrera as tk 
ultimate road-going/competitic 
car, and Porsche promises thi 
only 75 will be imported into tk 
UK. The 2litre, turbocharged 92 
has a top speed in excess | 
150mph and its standard engir 
produces 210bhp. If that’s ne 
enough, there are tuned versio 
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DIAHATSU (88 dealers) 


F20 soft top $315 — 
hard top 5481 — 
F50 soft top 
(diesel) 5766 — 
hard top 
(diesel) 5932 
Charade XG 3096 — 
XTE 3466 — 


DATSUN (400 dealers) | 
New Cherry 1.0 | 


3dr hatchback 2909 — RI179 
1.0GL 3dr 3189 ~— RI179 
1.0GL 4dr 
saloon 3253 — RI179 
1.2GL 5dr f 
hatchback 3388 
1.0GL 5dr 
estate 3469 —— R79 | 
1.2GL 3dr 
coupé 3663 — RW79 
Sunny 1.2GL 
2dr 3441 — 
1.2GL 4dr 3542 — 
1.4GL 2dr ~ i 3913 
1.4 GL 4dr _ 4004 
1.2GL estate 3790 — 
1.4GL fastback 
estate 4091 4389 
1.4GL hatchback 
coupé 3890 — 
Violet 140J Mk3 3835 — 
160J Mk 3 3918 4216 
160J SSS 
hatchback 
coupé 4403 — 
1.4GL 3939 = — 
1.6GL 4029 4327 
1.6GL SSS 
hatchback 
coupé 4513 — 
Bluebird 1.6GL 4138 — 
1.8GL 4242 45840 
1.8GL estate 4642 — 
1.8GL coupé 4742 58040 
Laurel 2litre 8640 5980 
2.4litre 6340 6680 
Skyline 240K P 
coupé 6905 7245 
2.4litre 7292 7632 
280C 2.8litre 7840 8180 
2.8litre estate 7840 8180 
280ZX 2-seater 8772 9112 
2+2 9726 10066 
DE TOMASO (3 dealers) 
Pantera GTS 23062 — 
Longchamp — 27066 
Deauville _ 30213 
FERRARI (17 dealers) 
Dino 308GT4 17700 — 
308GTB 20266 — 
308GTS 21166 — 
400GT 33916 33916 
512BB 33364 — 
FIAT (400 dealers) 
126 — 
de Ville _ 
127 SOOL 2dr — 
1050L 3dr — 
1050CL 3dr _ 
Sport _ 


128 1300CL 


with 330bhp on tap ... and 
Porsche boasts that the 924 Carr- 
era GT will be the most economi- 
cal model in its entire range. 


The car makes its British debut 
at the Motor Show in October 
and, in its full UK specification, is 
anticipated to cost £19,000. 


i " 


Blowing hot 

THE SUPERCHARGER looks set to 
make acomeback. Once a favour- 
ite method of increasing engine 
power, the supercharger fell out 
of favour when it was realised that 
too many valuable bhps were 
wasted in driving its belt or chain. 
Now, Fiat is considering fitting 
superchargers to several models 


‘to raise their engine power by up 


to 20% and cut fuel consumption 
by around 10%. 

Fiat says that new aluminium 
die-casting techniques now make 
volume production of its light- 
weight supercharger worthwhile. 

Its subsidiary, Abarth, has 
achieved remarkable results in 


preliminary tests. By fitting the 
35lb Fiat supercharger to a 
1.3litre engine, performance simi- 
lar to that of a normally aspirated 
2litre engine can be achieved with 
a significant fuel saving. At con- 
stant speeds between 40mph and 
110mph, the claimed fuel saving is 
10%, but, in gentle driving, the 
1.3litre car can apparently 
economise by up to 23% over the 
bigger rival. A further bonus is 
the supercharger’s improvement 
of engine torque: an increase of 
39% in torque is claimed for the 
2litre prototypes. 

Fiat’s supercharger is driven 
by a wide, toothed belt from a 
crankshaft pulley, so making its 


cL estate 


3802 — 
X1/9 1500 8715 — D14/79 
Mirafiori 1300CL 4007 — 
4dr 4136 — 
1600CL 4dr 4531 4858 
estate 4782 5085 RTR412 
Supermirafiori 
1600TC $056 5383 DI10/78(A) 
estate 5240 5567 
Mirafiori Sport 5630 — 
132 2litre 5924 6268 012/78 
Bellini 6145 6484 
Strada 65L 
1300 3dr 3540 — 
65L 1300 5dr 3658 — 
65CL 1300 3dr 3825 — 
65CL 1300 5dr 3961 — 
 75CL 1500 3dr 4260 4599 
'75CL 1500 5dr 4380 4689 #D17/79 
FORD (1241 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 3214. — RTR417 
1100 3389 — 
950L (45bhp) 3580 — D16/79 
| 1100L 3741 _ 
~ 1100GL 4000 — 
 1300GL° 4210 — 
1100S 4104 — 
1300S . 4314 — R181 
1100 Ghia 4395 — R1170 
1300 Ghia 4604 — 
Escort 1100 
Popular 2dr 3326 — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 34320 — — 
1100 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3560 — 
1300 Popular 
_ 2dr 3467 — 
1300 Popular 
- Plus 3564 — D4/78 
- 1300 Popular 
Plus 4dr 3699 — 
| 1100L 3690 — 
|, 1100L 4dr 3829 — 
' 1300L 3933 4319 
| 1300L 4dr 3943 4329 
| 1600L 4157 4543 
| 1300GL 4081 4467 
| 1300GL 4dr 4221 4607 
| 1600GL 4445 4831 
| 1300 Sport 4382 — 
| 1600 Sport 4814 — 
| 1300 Ghia 4610 — 
| 1300 Ghia 4dr 4750 — 
' 1600 Ghia 4872 52588 D4/79 
' 1100 estate 4655 — 
| 1300 estate 38645 — 
| 1300L estate 4210 4596 
(1300GL estate 4577 4963 
RTR372 
D22/79 


RI183 


Chief v8 _ 


12144 


2000GL estate 5818 6204 RTR413 
2300GL estate 6479 6865 
1600 Ghia 
estate 6266 6652 
2000 Ghia 
estate 6429 6815 
2300 Ghia 
estate 7090 7476 
Capri 1300L 4306 — RTR373 
1600L 4526 4914 
1600GL 4891 $277 RTR342 
2000GL 5186 5572 
1600S §558 — 
2000S 8791 — RI166 
3000S 6226 — 
2000 Ghia 6421 6807 
3000 Ghia — 7266 8 RIl114 
Granada 2000L 6155 6625 Al128 
2300L 6802 7272 
‘2300GL 8169 8639 
2800GL —_— 8784 
2800iGLS 9445 9915 
2300 Ghia 9449 9919 
2800 Ghia — 10077 — 
2800i Ghia 10523 10993 802(A) 
2000L estate 6729 7199 
2300L estate 7378 7849 
2300GL estate 8343 8813 
2800GL estate — 8951 08/78(A) 
28001 GL 
estate 9599 10069 
2800 Ghia 
estate _ 10311 D8/78. 
2800i Ghia 
estate 10762 11232 
2100 diesel 6326 6796 
FORD USA (14 dealers) 
Mercury Monarch 
Ghia (rhd) — 9573 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (\hd) 7894 — 
HONDA (236 dealers) 
Civic 1300 3dr 3209 3439 
1300 5dr 3409 3639 # AI155 
Accord 3dr 4409 4679 #£RTR420 
4dr 4599 4869 D4/79 
Executive DL _— 5669 
' Prelude 5169 5439 806 
JAGUAR-DAIMLER (288 dealers) 
Jaguar XJ63.4 14159 14159 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 15969 15969 
XJ12 5.3 _ 18327 RTR305 
XJS _ 19358 RTR394 
Daimler 
Sovereign 4.2 16993 16993 
Double Six _ 19316 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 22228 
Double-Six } 
Vanden Plas _ 25166 
JEEP (88 dealers) 
CJ7 soft top 5648 — 
hard top 6063 — 
Renegade 
soft top 7192 — — 
hard top 7565 = — 
CJ7 Golden Eagle 7192 
hard top 7565 
Cherokee 4dr 
(6-cyl)* 10524 10744 
S (6-cyl) — 11504 
SV8 _ 11924 D2/79 


Golden Eagle — 12674 
LADA (200 dealers) 
1200 2604 — RIW75 
estate 2843 — 
1300 2822 D4/79 
1500 estate 3040 
1600 3243 — R173 
1600ES 3643 — R173 
Niva 4714 — 
LANCIA (120 dealers) 
Delta 5074 — 
1600 8173 — 
2000 4a8466 5921 RI171M 
2000ES 5846 6301 
’ Beta coupé $140 — 
1600 sess — 
2000 6331 — 
Beta Spyder 
2000 6s76 — 
Beta HPE 1600 6603 — 
2000 7136 — 


Gamma Berlina8039 — 
Gran Turismo 10038 — 


LAND-ROVER (342 dealers) 


Land-Rover $636 — RTR333 
diesel e698 — 
Iwb 6796 — 
Iwb (diesel) 7668 — 
lwb 6-cylinder 6592 — 
LOTUS (32 dealers) 
Elite Series22 16388 16648 
Eclat 16088 16348 
Esprit 15197 — 
MASERATI (7 dealers) 
Merak SS 23287 — 
Kyalami 4.2 30289 — 
Kyalami 4.9 34288 33279 
Khamsin 34288 — 
MAZDA (227 dealers) 
1300 hatchback 3695 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3895 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 409s — 
1400 hatch 5dr — 4195 
1400 estate 4095 — D10/79 
Montrose . 
1600GL 4545 — 
GLS 4845 — 
2000GLS 8148 8461 D23/79 
GLS coupé 5645 5995 
2000 estate 8795 6195 
RX-7 8745 — 
TWR coupé 7395 — 
MERCEDES-BENZ (98 dealers) 
200 ss28 — 
200D ssso 
230 _ 9584 
230C _ 11684 
240D 9599 9711 
240D Iwb 14228 14668 
240TD estate 10988 10958 
250 — 11128 
250T _ 12273 
250 Iwb _— 14228 
300D _ 11309 
280E _ 12909 D11/79 
280SE _ 14592 
280CE _ 14674 


280TE estate 14429 
280SL 15734 16330 
280SLC 17734 
350SE — 17025 
380SL — 18434 
380SLC _ 21664 
450SE — 18273 
450SEL _ 19295 
450SEL 6.9 — 30610 
500SL —~ 20434 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 
4/4 1600 8779 — 
4-str 6370 — 
Plus 8 8301 — 
MQ (1746 dealers) 
MG Midget 3974 — 
MGB Sports 8792 — 
MGB GT 6223 — D13/79 
OPEL (237 dealers) 
Kadett 1.2L 3656 — 
1.3L 3782 — 
1.2L 4dr 33812 — 
1.3L 4dr 3934 — 
1.2LS hatchback3763. — 
1.3L estate 4056 — 
1.2L estate 3936 —— 
LS saloon 4018 — 
LS 4drsaloon 4172 — 
LS hatchback 4128 — 
LS hatchback 
5dr 4277 — 
LS estate 4346 — 
LS estateS5dr 4464 — 
GL saloon 4665 — 
GL hatcback 4772 — 
GL estate 4874 
Berlina 4dr $135 — 
Berlina 5dr $242 — 
SR 5049 — 
Ascona SR 5412 — 
L 4dr a378 — 
GL 4dr 4649 5115 
GL 2.0 4dr 4913 5379 
Berlina 2.0 S687 6123 
Manta 
Berlinetta 
hatchback 6284 6750 
coupé 6142 6608 
Rekord 4dr $853 6349 
Berlina 6392 6888 
Berlina HL 7383 7849 
DL diesel 7206 7702 
DL estate 6815 7311 
DL estate 
diesel 7771 8267 
Senator 2.8S 9378 9967 
CD 12298 — 
Monza coupé 12752 13341 


PANTHER (30 Lima and 4 de Ville dealers) 


J72 4.2 24157 24580 
de Ville 5.3 

saloon _ 88412 

convertible _ 72377 

Lima 9160 9621 
Lima Turbo 12187 — 
PEUGEOT (269 dealers) 
104ZL 3323 
104ZR 3654 — 
104ZR Custom 3852 — 
104ZS 4253 — Ri146 
104GL 


3453 — 


presence felt throughout the 
range of engine revs; yet Fiat 
boasts that the supercharger 
absorbs only 5-6bhp at 4500rpm. 

The best news for today’s 
motorist is that the cost of a Fiat 
supercharger will be around 20% 
cheaper than a comparable tur- 
bocharger — though Fiat is hedg- 
ing its bets by continuing its 
research into turbocharging 
through another of it’s sub- 
sidiaries, Weber. 


104GR 3783 — 
104SR 3930 — R190 
104SR Custom 4252 — 
104S 4382 — 
305GL 4183 — D9/78 
305GRS 4483. — 
305GR 4583 — D9/78 
305SR 5013 — RI162 
305SR Custom 8404 — 
305GRD 5306 — D19/79 
304GL estate 3935 — RTR386 
304SL estate 4232 — 
5046R 8079 5573 RI174M 
504GRD $811 _ RTR425 
504 estate ssss — 
GR estate 6304 6898 AI159 
Family estate 6684 7178 
D estate 6321 — 
Family diesel 
estate 7505 — 
505GR 6382 6877 
SR 6807 7401 
Ti 6883 7377 
STi 7604 8099 803 
GRD 7197 — 
SRD 7721 = — 
604SL 8794 9388 RTR391 
Ti 10389 10853 RI167 
D Turbo 9692 — 
POLSKI FIAT (115 dealers) 
125P 2616 — RTR379 
estate 2972 — 
Polonez 3532 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
| Trans-Am 
(rhd) _— 12379 
PORSCHE (27 dealers) 
924 9394 9873 07/78 
924 Lux 9873 10251 
924 Turbo 13920 — 
911SC (coupe 
or targa) 16400 — 
911SC (sport 
coupé or targa)17645 — 
928 22018 22018 
928S 25842 25542 
Turbo 26241 28241 
PORTARO (44 dealers) 
Pampas 250D 7083 — 
250DL 7463 — 
250DPU 7601 — 
250DP 77800—C — 
RELIANT (184, and 76 Scimitar dealers) 
Robin 850 2910 — 
estate 3190 — 
Super Robin 850 33158 — 
estate 3595 — 021/79 
Kitten DL 3480 — — 
DL estate 3710 — 
Scimitar GTE 10494 10494 RTR303 
GTC 11530 11530 
RENAULT (463 dealers) 
4TL 3299 — R161 
4GTL 3501 — 8017 
Sey ie 3168 — 
5TL 3658 — 03/78 
5GTL 3dr 3871 — R143 
5dr 4031 — 
5TS 4263 — RTR370 
5 auto 3 dr — 4375 Rili72 
5dr = 4836 
5 Gordini s504 — 803 
12TL 4020 — RTR385 
estate 4476 — RTR374 
14TL 4143 — RTR414 


Fare model 
LIKE IT OR NOT, you could be hail- 
ing this British cab three years 
from now. For Carbodies’ pro- 
totype is the first taxi to be 
designed for world-wide sales. It 
will also be the replacement for 
the familiar FX4 London cab, 
which was originally produced by 
BMC, subsequently made by 
Carbodies in the 1960s, and is 
now 21 years old. 

The new taxi uses Land-Rover 
and Range Rover-style body 


14GTL 4379 — 

14LS 4413 — 

14TS 4708 — D6/78 

18TL 4357 — 

18TS 4771 — R189 

18GTL 4969 — 

18 auto — 5467 

18GTS 5429 — 

18TL 
estate 4824 — 

18LS 
estate 505s — 

18TS 
estate 5287 5638 

20TL se66s — RTR409 

20LS 6128 6464 

20TS 6846 7182 D12/78(M) 

30TS 8176 8513 RI134(M) 

30TX 9649 9985 RI134 

ROLLS-ROYCE (77 dealers) 

Silver Shadow Il — 42204 RTR312 

Silver Wraith | — 49691 

Corniche _ 62722 

Convertible _ 66610 

Camargue _ 76364 

ROVER-TRIUMPH (925 dealers) 

Rover 2300 7007 7484 RI186 
2600 8187 8449 D878 
3500 10262 10524 RTR428(M) 
v8s 11955 12217 

Range Rover 3.5 13091 — D2/79 

Triumph 
Dolomite 1300 4299 — 

1500 4618 5072 #£xRTR345 
1500HL $142 S596 RTR345 
1850HL 5735 6189 RTR288 
Sprint 6969 7136 RTR332 
Spitfire 

soft-top 4627 — RTR376 
hardtop 4800 — 

TR7 drop head 6062 6341 
fixed head 6279 6558 #£xTRT401 

SAAB (201 dealers) 

99GL 2dr 5462 — 

99GL 4dr 5947 6457 

99 Turbo 2dr 8127 — 

900GL 3dr 4667 — 

900GLS 3dr 6962 7537 

900GLS 5dr 7182 7827 

900EMS 3dr 8152 — 

900GLE 5dr 9087 9077 

900 Turbo 3dr 10837 — 

900 Turbo 5dr 10837 — 

SKODA (285 dealers) 

S110R coupé 2208 — 
105S 2308 — 
105L 2458 — 01/79 
120L 2507 — 
120LE 2708 ~— 
120LS 20s8 — RI169 
120LSE 3159 — 

SPARTAN (0 dealers) 

Sports 2dr On app- 

2+2 lication 

SUBARU (99 dealers) 

GLF 4142 — 

GFT coupé 4640 — 

4wd saloon $138 — 

OL estate 4341 — 

4wd estate $387 — 

SUZUKI (24 dealers) 

$C100 2662 

QF soft-top 3612 — 

_ LJ80V 4wd 3812 


panels 


aluminium, and the Rover SD1’s 


TALBOT (650 dealers) 
Sunbeam 1.0LS 3421 


1.3LS 3688 
1.0GL 3734 
1.3GL 4000 
1.6GL 4165 
1.6GLS 4727 
1.6Ti 4828 
Lotus 7367 
Avenger 1.3LS 3848 
1.6LS 4013 
1.3GL 4455 
1.6GL 4620 
1.3LS estate 4282 
1.6LS estate 4446 
1.3GL estate 4915 
1.6GL estate 5079 
1.6GLS estate 5280 
Horizon LS 
1118cc 3886 
1294cc 4039 
GL 1118cc 4408 
1294cc 4561 
GLS 1234cc 4970 
SX 1442cc _ 
Alpine LS 
1294cc 4451 
1442cc 4654 
GL 1442cc 5158 
GLS 1442cc $965 
SX 1592cc — 
Solara LS 1.3 4231 
LS 1.6 4428 
GL 1.6 4914 
GLS 1.6 5644 
1.6SX — 
2litre 8426 
Matra Rancho 5874 
TOYOTA (236 dealers) 
StarletGL 3dr 3261 
GL 5dr 3362 
1200GL 3dr 3491 
1200GL 5dr 3591 
Corolla 13000X 2dr3415 
1300DX 4dr 3515 
1300DX 5dr estate 3745 
1600DX 3dr liftback4036 
1600SR5 3dr 
coupé 4384 
Carina 1600 DL 4085 
1600DL 
estate 4345 
Celica 1600ST 
coupé 4564 
2000ST 
Liftback 4960 
2000XT 
Liftback 8847 
2000GT 
Liftback 6165 
Cressida 
2000DL 4741 
estate $057 
Corona GL 
Liftback 8435 
Crown 2800 
Super 4dr 
saloon — 
TVR (20 dealers) 
3000M 8162 
convertible 8897 
Taimar 9151 
Turbo 12162 
convertible 12879 
Taimar Turbo 13151 
Tamsin 12967 
VAUXHALL (650 dealers) 
Chevette E3dr 3391 


in non-corrosive 
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a RI164 
4102 
4414 
4579 6/78 
5141 
4262 
4427 
4869 
5034 
4696 
4860 
5329 
5493 
5694 
eC D5/79 
a RI177 
5632 
4 RI151 
i RTR381 
6884 
6532 
8784 RTR308 
a D3/79 
ie D3/79 
cin R187 
3614 
3718 
4374 10/78 
ae RTR423 
6053 
5016 
8372 
8638 R185 
8666 
us D7/78 


five-speed gearbox and — 
levelling suspension syster 

Says Carbodies’ managin 
director, Grant Lockhart: ‘W 
believe it has a bright future - 
especially in America, wher 
there’s a great need for a 
economical cab. Our taxi cai 
run on petrol, diesel, or LPG.” 


Pull out when parking © 
A NOVEL device, claimed to dé 
feat almost any car thief, j 

continued on page 


L 3dr 3702 4091 é 
GL 3dr 4104 4493 D3/79 ‘ 
E2drsaloon 3339 — 

E4drsaloon 3476 — 

L2drsaloon 3680 4039 ' 
L4drsaloon 3787 4176 RTR396— 
GL 4dr saloon 4188 4577 

E 3drestate 3821 — 

L3drestate 4124 4513 

Astra L 5dr 
hatchback 4540 — 
GL 5dr 49cs 
L5drestate 4729 — 

Cavalier 1300L 4190 — 

. 4dr 4327 — D9/78 
1600L 2dr 4414 4880 RTR382 
4dr 4551 58017 RI163(a) 
1600 LS 4748 — : 
1600GL 4997 5463 
2000GL $261 S727 ARl152 
2000GLS $762 6228 
1600GL 

sports hatch 8339 5805 | 
1600GLS 
sports hatch 8840 6306 
2000GLS 
sports hatch 6104 6570 RI184 

Carlton 2000 *6271 6767 #1D12/78 

5dr estate 688s 7384 
Royale 2800 10697 10697 D24/79 — 
coupé 11267 11267 


Pa RSS eS Se AS See eee 
VOLKSWAGEN (351 dealers) 


Polo N900 3dr 3273 — 

L900 3dr 3596 — RTR408 
GLS 1100 3dr 3988 — Ri183 

Derby 
$1100 2dr 3459 — 

LS 1100 2dr 3808 — D3/79 
GLS 1300 
2dr an 4163 — RI168 

GolfN11003dr 3609 — RTR411 
L 1100 5dr 4076 RTR411 
LD (diesel) 

1500 5dr 4892. — RI160 
LS 1300 3dr 4263 — 
GLS 1300 5dr 4030 — 
GLS 1460 5dr — 5099 D6/78 
GTi 1600 3dr S293 — 807 
GLi 7010 — 
Jetta 1.3L 4238 — 
GL 4674 — 
1.5LS 4758 5066 
GLS 5135 5440 

1.6GLi 6146 — 

Passat LS.1600 5229 8863 RTR388 
GLS 1600 5dr S658 5992 AII165 
LS estate 8528 5862 
GLS estate 6020 6354 
LD estate 

(diesel) 5942 6276 

Scirocco GLS 
1600 coupé 8889 6274 D7/79 
GLi 6838 — 

Storm 7334 — 

VOLVO (244 dealers) 

343DL 4446 4633 Di0/78 

345DL 4754 4941 

244DL 6436 6897 RTR426 

244GL 7836 8211 

244GLE esos 8883 RTR426 

244GLT esse — 

245DL 

245GL 

245GLE 

264GL 

264GLE 

265GL 

265GLE 


262C 


DO [povey system}: , 
Dotty” and the fguble D syibil akc 4) iF ; 
. Tradernarks of DOlby Labur atin roy 


| @ SANYO = Full Auto Reverse ‘i 8 fil 
DolbyNR Dane) ARR rere 
- | RD ses Rae atte eo Me ; 
T + ee wd 44 ,ANSS, pp uJ tL 
:' SCAN 
Bad Memo r 2 3 4 4 6 oc BAND 
Lw MW FM 


LW/MW/EM Stereo car rackoate ith hich be power ce amuliee an 
emote control; frequency synthesized electronic touch tuning with 
emory facility giving 6 pre-sets on each waveband auto-searcl tunihe. on 
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For the name and address of your nearest Honda Dealer and a free brochure, please ring Teledata on 01-200 0200. 
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to start. 


Keycard — which could upset the 
estimate that almost _half-a- 
million cars will be stolen this 
year in the UK. 

Keycard comprises a printed- 


J OHN BULL LIVES. . . confident that Britain 


can pick itself up from the floor, shake off 
the dust, and become once again an industrial 
force to be reckoned with. All it needs, he 
says, is for the ee-aye-addio spirit of the 
Liverpool soccer terraces to rub off on the rest 
of us, and it’s an easy goal. 

The present-day John Bull, retired tax 
inspector Ken Baily of Bournemouth, is famil- 
iar to millions as the man in red tails, black 
trousers, topper and Union-Jack waistcoat 
who leads the cheers for the England football 
team at home and abroad. 

Not so well-known is that his patriotism 
extends way beyond Kevin Keegan and co to 
all things British: products have to be made in 
Britain before he’ll buy them; if it’s the pro- 
duct of British invention, he reveres it; if it 
bears the British flag, he’ll back it. 

Ken’s red-white-and-blue uniform is just 
the most-obvious aspect of his John Bull rein- 
carnation — the figurehead created in 1712 to 
be the archetypal Briton. Like the rest of us, 
Ken Baily wants nothing more than to see 
Britain succeed; the difference is that Ken has 
dedicated his life to this ideal. 

‘My burning ambition was to enter the dip- 
lomatic service,’ says Ken. ‘But when this 
was denied me, I looked for other ways to 
promote the country.’ Twice he has been 
invited to open official British trade weeks in 
W Germany and Sweden and, on the Queen’s 

| visit to Australia, earlier this year, he handed 
out at his own expense 1000 miniature Union 
Jacks for the crowds to wave. Indeed, every 
time he follows the England team abroad, he 
distributes flags to the fans. He also finds time 
to raise thousands of pounds for charity, be a 
governor of two schools and six youth clubs, 
and president of several sports organisations. 

He has certainly proved a magnificent 
ambassador, which is not always easy when 
national pride is at low ebb. Even donning his 
John Bull outfit has taken courage, but, as 
Ken says: ‘I’m proud to wear it. I’m proud to 
stand up and be counted, and proud to show 
that I’m British.’ Of the nation’s current pre- 
dicament, he says: ‘The only way the country 
will recover is for every man-jack of us to back 
Britain with the fanaticism that the Anfield 
crowd has for Liverpool’s soccer heroes.’ 

It would be tempting to label 68-year-old 
Ken as an eccentric, maybe even a misfit. 
Tempting, simply because it’s unfashionable 
to think along his lines, cherish his values, and 
have his priorities. As Ken says: ‘Anyone can 
jump on the bandwagon and cheer a winning 
team. But it takes character and belief to cheer 
rather than jeer when the chips are down. And 
that, unhappily, is what so few of us are doing. 

‘People pick holes in British goods to the 
extent that they believe a foreign product must 
also be a better product, choosing to dismiss 
evidence to the contrary. 

‘But the tide does seem to be turning, 
thanks largely to BL Cars’ chairman Sir 
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circuit board and an edge connec- 
through which numerous 
combinations of circuits are poss- 
ible. When the card is removed, it 
breaks up to three of the car’s 
electrical circuits, immobilising 
the vehicle. Only a card with the 
identical edge pattern can restore 
the circuits and allow the vehicle 


Unfare practice ee 

UNLICENSED TAXIMEN are giving 
genuine cabbies a bad name, it 
seems. For example, the fare 


rate for the journey. 


If a London cabbie tried to do 
the same, he’d risk his licence 
being revoked. The pirates, how- 
ever, run no such risk: they have 
identification 


no licences, no 


t 
i 
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Michael Edwardes. When he made it quite 
clear that a strike would finish BL, common- 
sense prevailed and the men voted to carry on 
working. Since then, Vauxhall workers have 
defied the unions, and even the South Wales 
miners, you'll recall, decided against coming 
out in sympathy with the steelmen. 

‘I believe all this is most significant. It 
shows that the men are taking very seriously 
the threat of redundancy and unemployment, 
and that they want to work. History will iden- 
tify Sir Michael as the commander who put 
Britain on course to a better tomorrow.’ 

Ironically, however much success BL Cars 
achieves with its new models, beginning with 
the Mini Metro’s unveiling at the Motor Show 
this October, Sir Michael cannot look forward 
to having Ken Baily as acustomer. ‘I’ve never 
driven in my life,’ says Ken. ‘And, at my age, 
I have no intention of taking it up — though if I 
had a licence I would have no hesitation in 
buying BL. 

‘I really think that we should follow the 
example of the French. With few exceptions, 
their intense national pride just won’t allow 
them to buy anything other than French cars 
and French goods generally. Not even the 


from Heathrow Airport to the 
centre of London is around £7.50 
in a genuine London cab, but 
pirates have been known to 
charge up to £25. One ‘pirate’ 
pounced on a visiting Nigerian 
and obtained £190 for a journey 
from Heathrow to Birmingham — 
more than four times the going 


Male chauvinis 


numbers that can be reporte} 
and they drive ordinary ca) 
which, in the event of a cop 
plaint, are almost impossible | 
distinguish and trace. F 

Even the way in which ti 
pirates tout for trade is illegal, | 
only licensed taxis are allow 
into such places as Heathrow 2 
BR’s Euston Station. The la 
also prohibits unlicensed ta 
drivers from picking up casu 
customers — but they can be pr 
secuted only if money is se¢ 
to change hands, which is rar 
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Japanese have been able to break into the 
market. National pride — it really is the key 

Pride is something that Ken himself hi 
never been short of, and he showed it fir 
through sport. For example, he has an entry 
the Guiness Book of Records for runnit 
169,400 miles in 60 years — farther than at 
man in Britain. 

It is scarcely surprising that his love of spo 
and country should have culminated in h 
becoming England’s No 1 soccer fan on fl 
occasion of the 1966 World Cup. It was tl 
first time that he decked himself out in h 
John Bull suit, since when he has spe! 
£20,000 from his own pocket on followi/ 
England’s footballers through thick and thi 

It pains him that this has been a black ye 
for sport, but he nurses the hope that Englai 
will win the World Cup in Spain in 1982. ° 
would go a long way to restoring natior) 
pride,’ says Ken. ‘But whatever happens, I 
confident that the country is on its way bar 
and will one day lead the world with anoth} 
industrial revolution. . | 

‘Let’s just say that we’re losing at half-tim} 
but will be the winners when it counts, at f} 
final whistle.’ ROY JOHNSTO} 
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unlike them, do not have to pass 
exams on their knowledge of 
London and the suburbs, pass a 
tough driving test, keep their cabs 
spotless and have their vehicles 
checked once a year. 


Welcome recession 

IT IS Now a year since the Energy 
Department’ s Conservation 
Month, when Minister David 
Howell appealed to the country 
for an across-the-board 5% cut- 
back in fuel consumption. He 
wasn’t directing his ‘Save It’ call 
just to the motorist but to 
everyone, including the pen- 
‘sioner switching on the occa- 
sional electric fire. So, how have 
we done? 

_ Well, according to Whitehall, 
the use of oil-based products 
(including petrol) has fallen by 
15%, gas by around 1%, while the 
amount of electricity units burned 
has remained more of less the 
same. Coal consumption, mean- 
while, has risen by 8% — good 
news, given Britain’s healthy 
reserves. 

The Energy men are cock-a- 
hoop, even though these statistics 
compare the first six months of 
1980 (which saw industrial pro- 
duction plummet by 8%) to the 
‘same period of the previous year 
(which suffered the hardest 
winter in memory). The depart- 
ment insists, however, that taking 
the general recession and the dif- 

ference in the weather into 
account, Britain still achieved a 
meritorious 742% reduction in 
overall oil consumption. 
_ But how did motorists do? Well 
‘the DRIVE Index, which monitors 
the expenditure of 12,000 car 
‘owners, shows that fuel con- 
sumption dropped by 5% in the 
year between May 1979 and April 
1980, compared to the previous 12 
months — just what Mr Howell 
ordered. 


[Rare breed 

WHAT PRICE THE joys of wind- 
in-your-hair driving? Well, Lynx 
Replica Sales, of Northiam, E 
Sussex, charges you more than 
£9000 to chop off your XJS’s roof 
and turn the limo into an elegant 
drophead Spyder (below). Total 
bill: £30,000. 

' The conversion has been 
‘developed during the past two 
years, and involves a consider- 
able amount of internal restyling 
of the rear wings. The fully lined 


ig the - | mohair hood is operated by two 
ies see their Weetthood: 
hreatened by operators who, | 


electric rams concealed in the 
sides of the car, so the driver 
never has to leave his seat when 
the weather changes. 


Colour prejudice 

HENRY FORD wouldn’t have sold 
too many of his ‘black, black or 
black’ cars in Thailand, as a 
Merseyside rustproofing com- 
pany can explain. Cadulac Chem- 
icals, of Haydock, has opened a 
Bangkok outlet — but only after 
agreeing to change the colour of 
its products. 

Says Michael Garrity, who 
heads the sales operation: ‘This 
particular product is normally 
black, but we were told that this 
was the one colour Bangkok 
motorists wouldn’t have at any 
price, because of its association 
with death and evil spirits. They 
settled for brown.’ 


Mini potential 
AUSTIN-MORRIs is building some 
hush-hush Minis at its Long- 
bridge plant. The hope is that a 
new sound-proofing kit will give 
the 21-year-old Mini a new lease 
of life to keep it’selling alongside 
the Mini Metro. 

BL Cars’ marketing men see a 
rosy future for the Mini, which 
sold 83,000 in 1979. Research has 
shown the car to be more of a 
‘personal transport’ vehicle than 
the family-car Metro will be. With 
Mini production now totalling 
4.7million, Austin-Morris is con- 
fident that Smillion sales can be 
achieved. 

Soundproofing starts in the 
roof, with a new, perforated head- 
lining and a felt pad bonded to the 
ceiling. Both sides of the engine 
compartment are insulated and 
bituminous chipfoam lines the 
footwells. 


Life sentence reduction 
IT HAD to happen: a car rustproof- 
ing firm offering a ‘no-nonsense’, 
lifetime guarantee against corro- 
sion from the inside out. The 
Bodyshield company has just 
unveiled its ‘for life’ package — 
and, for good measure, is inviting 
owners with existing warranties 
to take advantage of the new deal. 

According to the AA’s chief 


engineer, Marcus Jacobson, the . 


average life expectancy ofa car is 
7-11 years, with specialised rust- 
proofing adding another 2-3 
years. Which would suggest that 
Bodyshield’s back-up fund will be 
busy from 1989 on. Or will it? For 
if a vehicle changes hands, the 


guarantee is valid for only six 
years... 


Kindest cut? 

CROSSING THE CHANNEL for a late 
break? Then don’t be lulled into 
thinking that ferry company fares 
will be much the same. In fact, 
after all the headlines about the 
cut-price war that’s been waged 
on the Dover Straits this year, the 
differences are still considerable. 

Taking a family car such as the 
Ford Cortina Mk4 and a party of 
two adults and two children aged 
between 4 and 14, the return trip 
could cost you as much as £133.80 
or as little as £84 after the end of 
August. 

The cheapest of such deals is 
offered by this year’s newcomer 
to the Channel: Dunkerque- 
Ramsgate Ferries. Prices are not 
so attractive, however, to owners 
of Minis and other baby models, 
because the company’s one-size 
tariff favours bigger cars. 


Seal of Approval 

The Finlandia Sunroof, sold by 
Envirogarde Autocare, and the 
Paddy Hopkirk 1gal and 2gal pet- 
rol cans, now have the AA’s Seal 
of Approval; Approval has lapsed 
on the Paddy Hopkirk 1kg and 
2kg dry powder fire exting- 
uishers, and Manco footpumps. 


Broken toys 

TOYOTA IS RECALLING about 2000 
cars built between December 
1979 and mid-February 1980 
because of a fault in the alternator 
pulley, which has; in some cases, 
developed small cracks and frac- 
tures. Models affected include 
the Cressida, Celica, and long- 
wheelbase Hiace vans. 


Rivetting information 

MERCEDES-BENZ has discovered 
that rivets on some of its Britax 
seatbelt attachment brackets 
have been malformed during 


London motorists quaking in their shoe 
might like to see the dreaded thing in question: our man in St Tropez 
snapped this French version holding the car of an unsuspecting German 
visitor in its vice-like grip. The unfortunate was faced with a demand for 
250 Francs (about £28) before the gendarmes would return to unlock it. 

And, bien sar, the French have already coined a name for this new attempt 
to deter fly-parkers on this oh-so-crowded strip of the Cote d’Azur: the 
uncompromising monster is nicknamed le crabe (the crab). One can one 
hope the gendarmes put a warning sticker on the windscreen, too . 


' 6km-long Autoroute A63_ toll 


manufacture, and can Break 
under stress. Cars affected are 
those delivered to the UK bet- 
ween mid-1976 and early 1980; 
owners are being notified by 
Mercedes-Benz, and the buckles 
are exchanged without charge. 


Roads information 

GT BRITAIN 

Numbers in parentheses refer to 
maps in the 1980-814A Member’s 
Handbook. 

Motorways open 

M4, junctions 29-32, 7.5 miles (16). 
Major roads open 

Brecon Eastern bypass A470, 2 
miles (15); Britannia Bridge A5 | 
(Menai Strait), 1 mile (22); 
Derby: Nottingham Road diver- 
sion A52, 2 miles (24); Oldham: 
Southern Internal bypass A627, 1 
mile (33). 

EUROPE 

Austria Final 13km of the Salz- 
burg Spittal Autobahn A10is now 
open to traffic between Rennweg 
and Gmund; toll charge 
unchanged at $200. Further 
4.4km of the Inn Valley Auto- 
bahn Al2 open between 
Innsbruck and Telfs. r 
France Motorway toll charges 
increased by about 8.5%. The 


motorway bypass, Bayonne, open. 
Spain Motorway toll charges 
increased by 15-25%. Autopista 
A68, Bilbao-Logrofio, extended 
by 36km from Altube to Zam- 
brana, near Miranda de Ebro; toll 
charge is P130 per car. 

Switzerland St Gotthard Tunnel, 
the world’s longest road tunnel 
(16.3km) due to open on 5 Sep- 
tember 1980, running under the St 
Gotthard Pass from Géschenen, 
on the northern side of the Alps, 
to Airolo in the Ticino; toll free. 
Toll-free Motorway N2, Olten- 
Lucerne, extended by 22.2km 
from Verzweigung Wiggertal 
(junction of NI/N2, near 
Rothrist/Olten) to Sursee. 
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INDEX 
OF MOTORING 
EXPENDITURE 


MAY 1979-APRIL 1980 


T’S GOOD NEWS and bad news 

time ... First, the hard-to- 
credit good news is that the aver- 
age motorist spent /ess in real 
terms on running his car in the 
year ending 30 April 1980 than 
seven years ago, when the DRIVE 
Index began its records. 

The bad news is that he’s man- 
aging it only by making cuts in 
mileage and maintenance. 

Certainly, the Index’s rise by 
140 points since October 1973 
would suggest the contrary — 
that motorists spent 140% more 
between May 1979 and April 1980 
than seven years ago. But take 
out of this equation the effect of 
inflation in that time (when the 
spending power of the pound in 
your pocket dropped by 73%), 
and it emerges that drivers actu- 
ally spent 12% less in 1979-1980. 

This trend is especially surpris- 
ing given the dramatic increases 
in the price of fuel. In fact, when 
you compare the price of an 
October 1973 gallon of 4-star 
(37.5p) to its April 1980 price of 
£1.39, and take inflation out of the 
equation, the real cost increase is 
just over 35%. 

But our interviews with 12,000 
motorists confirm that many 
believe that motoring has never 
hit their wallets harder. The aver- 
age driver has reacted by driving 
fewer miles — 500 less in the year 
ending April than in the previous 
12-month period —and by cutting 
down on other motoring expendi- 
ture. In real terms, compared to 
his outgoings in the year ending 
November 1974, he spent (at 
April 1980 prices), £35.75 less on 


servicing and repairs, £22.91 less 
on ‘All other costs’, and £3.56 less 
on insurance. Despite the fact that 
he also spent £0.38p more on pet- 
rol, his overall outlay was £61.40 
(8% down on 1973-1974). 
Clearly, motorists have been 
economising across the board. 
When our new, regular table, the 
AA’s Schedule of Running 
Charges (overpage), is compared 
against that for 1973, it shows 
that, if owners of 1001-1500cc 
cars had done as much driving in 
the 12 months ending April 1980 


as they did in 1973, they would be 
spending 26% more overall in- 
stead of 12% less. Standing charges 
and the cost per mile would rise 
by 29%, and running costs by 22%. 
@ prive’s Index is the only 
meaningful guide to the average 
motorist’s expenditure on his car. 
In this unique service, 1000 own- 
ers (picked ‘at random each 
month) are interviewed on the 
number of miles they have driven, 
the amount of petrol they’ve 
bought, and all other outgoings. 
The results of these interviews 


are then added to the data fro 
similar surveys in the previous 1 
months. So, in addition to analys: 
ing the combined experiences 0} 
12,000 drivers each year, the 
Index succeeds in ironing-ow 1 
seasonal fluctuations. i, 
Three main areas of expendi 
ture are highlighted: fuel, servic. 
ing and repairs (including oil fe 
topping-up) and insurance. Roa 
tax, motoring-organisation sub- 
scription, parking fees, a 
sories and miscellaneous ite 
are shown as ‘All other costs’. — 


AVERAGE MONTHLY MILEAGE AND EXPENDITURE, excluding depreciation 


MONTH-BY- Servic- All Total Petrol | 
MONTH ing/ Insur- other Total expenditure expenditure 
ANALYSIS Mileage Petrol repairs ance expenditure expenditure per mile per mile — 
(all cars) (£) £) (£) (£) (£) (pence) (pence) © 
April 1980 714 39.05 15.78 5.28 9.04 69.15 9.68 5.47 
March 1980 674 37.49 13.91 5.36 8.22 64.99 9.64 5.56 
February 1980 636 32.90 13.45 SA 7.33 58.77 9.24 5.17 
January 1980 626 31.63 10.22 5.04 7.76 54.64 8.73 5.05 
December 1979 676 34.06 10.88 214 7.60 57.64 8.53 5.04 
November 1979 685 33.07 13.79 5.00 8.47 60.33 8.80 4.83 
October 1979 687 34.19 14.25 5.01 7.39 60.85 8.86 4.98 
September 1979 764 33.76 11.38 4.91 7.96 58.02 7.59 4.42 
August 1979 839 35.64 $1.31 4.92 8.62 60.49 7.21 4.25 
July 1979 720 34.28 17.93 5.06 8.03 65.30 9.07 4.76 — 
June 1979 746 31.02 15.70 4.96 9.60 61.28 8.21 4.16 
May 1979 733 27.05 17.93 4.86 8.91 58.75 8.02 3.75 § 
PRESENT AND PAST ANNUAL EXPENDITURE (all cars) | 
May 1979-Apr 1980 8500 404.14 16653 60.62 98.93 730.21 8.59 4.75 
May 1978-Apr 1979 9017 288.12 187.67 54.81 105.51 636.12 7.05 3.20 
May 1977-Apr 1978 8991 287.19 147.16 44.95 97.28 576.57 6.41 3.19 
May 1976-Apr 1977 8962 291.62 133.03 42.68 81.42 548.75 6.12 3.25 


‘All other expenditure’ includes outgoings on items such as road tax, parking, AA subscription, accessories, etc” 


Our table of monthly expenditure 
suggests that there has been 
another fuel cutback by car own- 
ers — a natural reaction to climb- 
ing petrol prices that were raised 
further by the March budget. 
Certainly, owners’ mileage 
continued to drop — down to an 
average of 8500 for the- year. 
That’s around 500 miles fewer 
compared to the same May-April 
period in 1976-1977, 1977-1978 


and 1978-1979. Consequently, the 
average motorist’s expenditure 
per mile rose less sharply in the 
year ending April 1980 (22%) than 
in the year ending February (23%). 

Another factor that helped to 
slow the increase in motorists’ 
expenditure per mile was the 
stabilising of outgoings on servic- 


ing and repairs. In the year ending: 


February 1980, the average 
amount spent was £178.91. This 


time, spending is no longer 
affected by the bad winter in the} 
first quarter of 1979. 

A last crumb of comfort: the, 
2% rise in the government’s 
Retail Price Index for the year] 
ending April (compared to the 12 
months ending February) was 
matched by increases in wages. 
And a good job, too: the total of 
motoring expenditure recorded 
by the DRIVE Index is up by 2%. — 
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MONTHLY EXPENDITURE At first glance, it would seem that 


Servicing/ 


NATIONALITY AND MAKE Average | Petrol repairs Total British cars are costing more to 
ANALYSIS Mileage age of expenditure expenditure expenditure | run than their foreign counter- 
(post-1970 cars) __ Car per mile per mile per mile parts. In fact this isn’t always the - 

(years) (pence) (pence) (pence) case, as the average UK model in 


our sample has a bigger engine 
(just over 1500cc, compared to: 


BL Cars 695 6.1 474 1.90 1400cc), and is a bit older (nearly 

Ford 854 5.6 479 1.31 _six-years-old, against five years 

Talbot/Chrysler 697 6.0 4.92 2.26 9.22 of age). 

Vauxhall 807 57, 4.46 1.68 It is reasonable to assume that 
rr age affects servicing and repair 


expenditure, and that higher cc 
ratings have an influence on how 
much a car costs to run. Yet, 
despite these factors, owners of 
British cars spent, on average, 
less than “%p more per mile in the 
year ending April 1980. 


Japanese 720 4.56 0.98 7.59 
W German 852 : 4.71 


Datsun 678 4.70 0.97 7.78 


Fiat 698 4.21 1.16 7.33 Of the foreign makes in the 
Renault 739 4.80 1.17 7.99 table, Fiats performed particu- 
Volkswagen 1.07 larly economically. 


This NEw table is designed to 
show how expenditure is affected 
by the engine size and age of your 
vehicle. Best of all, perhaps, it 
indicates the age at which your 
own car may become prohibi- 
tively costly to run. As can be 
seen, cars up to 1050cc start to get 
expensive once they’re seven 
years old, and 1051-1550cc mod- 
els when they’re three years old. 


EXPENDITURE BY MILEAGE, ENGINE SIZE, AND YEAR OF REGISTRATION 
KEY: Total expenditure per mile; Petro] expenditure per mile; Servicing/repairs expenditure per mile; 
Average monthly mileage. 
Year of registration 


WISI AS' 1974 1973 


The Top. Ten new-car sellers in 
April (source, the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers, and Traders) were: 
1 Ford Cortina; 2 Ford Escort; 3 
Ford Fiesta; 4 Morris Marina; 5 
| Austin-Morris Mini; 6 Vauxhall 
i Chevette; 7 Vauxhall Cavalier; 8 

Austin Allegro; 9 Datsun Cherry; 10 
i Ford Capri. The most sought-after 
| used cars (source, Computacar) 
were: 1 Ford Escort; 2 Ford Cor- 
| tina; 3 Austin-Morris Mini; 4 Ford 
i Capri; 5 MGB; 6 Renault 5; 7 VW 
1 Goif; 8 Ford Granada; 9 Triumph 
i] Dolomite; 10 Triumph Spitfire. 


, 10.77 10.84 

1651- f . : i 4.87 5.60 

and over f i 4.16 2.68 
716 667 682 


MONTHLY EXPENDITURE . Servicing/ We have changed the models in 
MODEL-BY-MODEL Average Petrol repairs this analysis to highlight indi- 
ANALYSIS Mileage age of expenditure expenditure expenditure | vidual cars rather than types of 
(post-1970 cars) car per mile permile ~ per mile car. The list also represents the 

(years) (pence) (pence) (pence) commonest cars in our survey’s 


12,000 sample. 

BL Cars’ products performed 
well in the 12 months ending April 
1980, with owners of the Mini 
1000 enjoying the best petrol- 
per-mile usage, and Marina 1300 
Mk2 owners having the lowest 
overall expenditure per mile. 

Age would appear to be an 
important consideration: the 
high-mileage Vauxhall Cavalier, 
for example, is the second- 
youngest in our sample, and it 
returned a creditable 6.38p per 
mile. Next-best was the Ford 
Escort 1300 Mk2 (the. third 
youngest in the chart) at 6.47p. 

The Ford Cortina 1600 Mk4 
also cost less than 7p per mile. 


Austin-Morris Mini 1000 
Allegro 1300 
Maxi 1750 
Marina 1300 Mk 1 
Marina 1300 Mk 2 
Marina 1800 Mk 1 
Datsun Cherry 
Sunny 1200 
Ford Escort 1100/Popular Mk 1 
‘Escort 1300 Mk 1 
Escort 1300 Mk 2 
Cortina 1300 Mk 3 
Cortina 1600 Mk 3 
Cortina 1600 Mk 4 
Cortina 2000 
Capri 1600 
Talbot/Chrysler Avenger 
Hunter 

} Vauxhall Viva 1300 

_ Chevette 1300 


|. Cavalier l 


on 
N 
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The six cars here are commonly | MONTHLY EXPENDITURE Servicing/ 

seen on UK roads but, because OF OTHER POPULAR Average Petrol repairs Total " 

their numbers in our survey are MODELS* Mileage age of expenditure expenditure expenditure | 
(post-1970) car per mile per mile per mile 


smaller, this table can give only 


an impression of how much they (pence) 


(pence) (pence) 


(years) 


cost to run. Austin-Morris Mini 850 535 6.1 4.14 3.03 9.46 

Of this half-dozen, the Ford | Ford Fiesta 790 2.6 3.99 0.79 6.55 
Fiesta looked the healthiest inthe | Renault 12 617 5.9 5.29 0.53 8.49 
year ending April 1980— but then | Talbot/Chrysler Alpine 1054 ays 4.51 1.31 7.50 
it does boast the youngest age in Triumph Dolomite 1500 642 6.5 5.66 3.02 10.90 
the list. VW Beetle 625 7.8 4.34 2.00 8.12 


*Unlike the table of post-1970 cars, the figures above are an approximation of likely expenditure, necessitated by, | 
the smaller sample of cars represented. 1 


AA SCHEDULE OF ESTIMATED STANDING AND RUNNING CHARGES, 1980 


STANDING CHARGES ENGINE CAPACITY 
per annum (£) Up to 1000cc 1001-1500cc 1501-2000cc 2001-3000cc 3001-4500cc 


their motoring could cost.} 
And you don’t have to be an} 


accountant to do your own sums | 


Road tax 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 60.00 abi bi 
Insurance (a) 179.60 185.40 225.90 297.00 439.70 — Just consult this new table. a 
Depreciation (b) 387.95 480.96 645.60 1038.35 1766.08 Despite the fact that your pres- } 
Lost interest on capital (c) 318.12 394.39 529.39 851.45 1448.19 ent car or prospective new model } 
Garage/parking 104.00 104.00 104.00 » 104.00 104.00 could take £3000 a year to run, the? 
AA subscription 15.00 AA believes that few people real- | 


ise just how much their motoring] 
costs. The Schedule reflects all] 
the costs involved — even those | 
‘invisibles’ when your car’s just} 


TOTAL 1064.67 1239.75 1579.89 2365.80 3832.97 


STANDING CHARGES PER MILE (pence) 
Annual mileage 


5,000 21.294 24.794 31.598 47.316 76.660 garaged at home. 7 
10,000 10.647 12.397 15.799 23.658 38.330 The Schedule’s insurance} 
15,000 7.098 8.265 10.533 15772 25.553 charges are based on a survey of } 
20,000 pages 6.198 7.899 11.829 19.165 1 million motoring policies} 


throughout the UK. Depreciation | 


edn aida CHARGES PER sata ne 3.857 4690 6.241 7750 is estimated by taking the average } 
Oil 0.225 0.234 0.243 0.286 0.419 cost of the most-popular vehiclesi™ 
Tyres (d) 0.381 0.423 0.513 0.781 1.255 in each class, and assuming a fall} 
Servicing (e) 0.562 0.526 0.567 0.689 1.019 of 122% per year. Why 124277] 


Well, the AA’s experts have} 
worked on the basis that a car’s} 
economical life is eight years.) 
‘Lost interest’ is calculated on the} 
assumption that the money spent} 
on your car could have been|] 
earning 10.25% in a_ building} 
society. 
The assumptions for Running} 
Charges are that it costs £2 for} 
garaging and carpark charges, } 
and that a set of tyres will wear] 
out in 20,000 miles. Servicing} 
estimates are based on manufac-} 
turers’ own times and the current 
average of labour rates. ‘Repairs ]} 
and replacements’ are calculated 
on 80,000 miles of motoring. 


2.496 
TOTAL 6.945 7.573 8.902 12.644 16.088 


Repairs and replacements 


* At £1.35 per gallon. For every 
penny more or less on current 
price, add or subtract — 


TOTAL COST PER MILE (pence) 
(based on 10,000 miles) 


Standing charges 10.647 12.397 15.799 23.658 
Running charges 6.945 1.913 8.902 12.644 


TOTAL 17.592 19.970 24.701 36.302 54.418 


Figures are averages only. Where possible, motorists should substitute known figures. 


(a) class 1 policy average with no no-claim discount; (b) based on 10,000 miles pa in a total car life of 80,000 miles; 
(c) new-car value invested at10.25% pa; (d) based on life of 20,000 miles; (e) based on £10 per hour labour, plus VAT 
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Crest Hotels 


AA membership now entitles you to take advantage of 
an exclusive arrangement between the AA and Crest Hotels. 
_If you hold a valid Membership Certificate you are now 

entitled to: 


ok book a double or twin room at the normal single rate at 
any time of the week. 

K receive a 10% discount wherever Crest Hotels 
offer special rates at weekends under their Welcome 
Breaks scheme. 

kK receive free accommodation at weekends (Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights) for up to 3 children under 
the age of 14 years accompanying parents. 


This offer operates in 50 Crest Hotels and a leaflet giving 
full details of the scheme is available from all AA Service 
Centres and Crest Hotels. | 

With an offer like this can you afford not to be an AA 
member? 


IT PAYS TO HAVE THE BEST 


They'll take the high road 


‘Send us a postcard for the AA’s 75th birthday,’ we asked in the May-June 
anniversary issue of DRIVE. ‘Just add a caption to these turn-of-the-century picture postcards, 
and we’ll make a present of a fortnight’s free holiday in Scotland to the five best.’ 


Diisiet 
ell, ae dam 


ge 
1 seems! ae 


eae = Ny H 
run out of oil 


These new AA men are 
wonderful — he’s blowing up 
my tyre.’ 


But first, the apologies — to all the hundreds 
of readers who sent in excellent funny cap- 
tions and didn’t win; for all the captions about 
electronic ignition and turbochargers for cap- 
tion 1; for the myriad variations on the insur- 
ance theme in caption 2; for the rude — often 
unprintable — suggestions for caption 3; and 
for the energy-conservation themes for cap- 
tion 4. All were good, and DRIVE editor 
Anthony Peagam is emphatic that this is the 
best competition he has ever had to judge. In 
the end, some fine decisions had to be made on 
the basis of style and originality 

And it was style that paid off for Mrs Mason 
from Leicester in caption 1. ‘It’s the first thing 
I’ve ever won,’ she told DRIVE. ‘We love 
walking, too, so two weeks at Lochanhully in 
Scotland sounds just the holiday for us.’ ‘Us’ 
in this case, is Winifred, her husband Thomas, 
their son and his wife and their two children. 

Originality was Mr Branford’s forte, in cap- 
tion 2; we had many lines aboue fruit and veg- 


Here are the winners. 


J Poulan t care e less about , 


e European Agricultural 
— RODNEY BRANFORD 


bout my mg 


Best overall standard 


2 


‘These traffic wardens are keen — two minutes 


‘It’s all right — I’m insured for third 
party, fire and squashed fruit.’ 


4 


etables, but his brought it all excrutiatingly up 
to date. ‘The holiday sounds tremendous,’ 
says advertising man Rodney. ‘I work all year 
in London’s West End, so Lochanhully will 
make a welcome change.’ He goes north with 
wife Gillian and their daughter and son. 

Style won the day for caption 3-favourite, 
Mr Moore; a lot of caption-writers saw the 
fuel/oil-shortage possibilities here, but 
teacher Harry from Doncaster, S Yorks, 
added a television twist, so he will be taking 
wife Maisie and three teenagers to 
Lochanhully. ‘It sounds great,’ he says, ‘we 
really look forward to the freedom it offers.’ 

Edward O’ Dowd neatly brought rail-travel 
into the picture for caption 4, and that brought 
the Newcastle Upon Tyne stock-control! clerk 
a free holiday for his wife, baby daughter and 
one set of in-laws, too. ‘We never dreamt we’d 
win,’ says Edward. ‘We’ve always wanted to 
holiday in the wilds of Scotland.’ 

_Robin Linklater, however; : was } out ¢ on his 


overdue and they tow it away’ ~ ROBIN LINKLATER 


‘Couldn't the 6000-mile . 
service wait till we get home, 
darling?’ . 


own, for sheer consistent good humour. Man 
contestants used one or other of his themes 
but Robin found them all, and goes to Sco 
land with a first-class honours in captio 

writing. ‘We’ve never been to Scotland,’ say 
sportswear designer Robin, from Kirby Mu 

loe, Leicestershire. ‘We hope to go y rou 
Christmas time while there’s plenty of snow 
our two daughters want to ski and sledge. 
And grandmum is going, too, to make thei 
stay at Lochanhully a real family affair fo 
the Linklaters. 

All winners will have a free self-caterin 
pine lodge in the AA-owned Lochanhull 
holiday complex in Scotland’s glorious Spe 
Valley — each accommodating up to six pe 
ple, with full mod-cons, colour television an 
daily maid service supplied. To each, our con! 
gratulations, and hopes for a really fun fo 
night. To all contestants, thanks for enterin 
thanks for all the laughs. . . and watch out f 
DRIVE’S AA 100-birthday competition! 
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The export appeal of TR sports 
cars has been a mixed blessing. 
Ever since the TR2’s instant suc- 
cess in 1953, Triumph soft-tops 
have managed to please both the 
home market and wealthier 
Americans — until 1975, that is. 
That was the year when the tail 
wagged the dog; when the threat 
of American safety legislation 
against soft-tops frightened 
Triumph into making its new TR7 
in hard-top form only. Lovers of 
the breed were less than ecstatic 
about this break with tradition, 
and some early buyers felt the 
same way about the quality of its 
construction. 

Then, the transatlantic spoils- 
ports changed their minds, and 
Triumph set about the long task of 
converting the TR7 into the car it 
always should have been. A first 
glance shows that the wait has 
been worthwhile, for the D 


BL/Honda unit, any 


head’s lower profile is consider- 
ably more handsome, and it 
rewards the faithful by undercut- 
ting the Fixedhead’s price. 
Could all Triumph’s . second 
thoughts be so acceptable? 
DRIVE’S testers consulted their 
seaweed and lowered the hood. 


How it goes 
The hard-top TR7’s launch was 
made doubly disappointing by the 
absence of Triumph’s 16-valve 
Dolomite Sprint engine. Instead, 
there’s a 10Sbhp hybrid that com- 
bines the Sprint’s 1998cc capacity 
with the standard Dolly’s less- 
ambitious eight-valve head. Now 
that the Sprint engine is over- 
shadowed by the forthcoming 
hope 


* 


s for 


Take off for Seventh heaven 


more power must centre on 
Rover’s larger V8. 

Despite the short measure 
given under-bonnet, the TR7 is 
no slouch, offering strong pulling 
power with excellent fourth-gear 
and respectable top-gear acceler- 
ation. It does lack the free- 
revving eagerness of some Conti- 
nental rivals such as Fiat’s X1/9 
— in fact, it becomes harsh at 
more than 5000rpm — and sounds 
unenthusiastic about spinning 
towards the 6500rpm limit. But 
there are compensations. 

Though we achieved the 
admirable through-the-gear 
acceleration times overpage by 
revving to the limit, little urgency 


is lost by changing up earlier — | 


thanks to the engine’s good 


spread of torque. This means that 
there’s no need to stir the gearbox 
frantically in an attempt to keep 
the tachometer needle hovering 
around a high, narrow band of 
power. Just cruise up to mid- 
range speeds in the direct-ratio 
fourth gear and then floor the 
throttle: the TR7 will take off, 
pulling strongly all the way up to 
100mph-plus, and even the over- 
drive top gear gives surprisingly 
punchy acceleration. 

The gearshift gave us a pleasant 
surprise. Though moderately 
weighty in action, it is consider- 
ably lighter than the early TR7’s 
four-speed box and, despite the 
extra: cog, is just as precise 
around the gate thanks to a help- 
ful spring bias towards the third/ 
fourth plane. Well-chosen ratios 
allow a usefully high maximum 
speed in each gear, the short- 
travelling clutch bites positively 


Bi ee pues 
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and bar one or two clonks, the 
driveline delivers the power on to 
the road very smoothly. 

Like the gear shift, the steering 
is also lighter than in the earlier 
hard-top — achieved by lowering 
its gearing from 3% to 4% turns 
from lock to lock. Of course, this 
does mean more wheel twirling on 
street corners and when man- 
oeuvring but, on the open road, 
the low gearing is less of a hand- 
icap, with good road ‘feel’ and a 
quick response to minor correc- 
tions that will please the 
enthusiast. 

Among budget sports cars, 
DRIVE rates Fiat’s exhilarating, 
well-balanced X1/9 as the Rudolf 
Nureyev of the open road. The 
TR7 Drophead is more of a Kevin 
Keegan — a less-graceful mover, 
but a hard worker. The faster it’s 
driven, the better the TR7 gets, 
its conventional but well-sorted 
live rear axle showing only slight 
rear-end bump steering when lat- 
eral ridges on a bend are met at 
speed. We found the effect far 
from alarming and (dare we say it) 
it can even add to the fun. Else- 
where, the TR7 goes where it’s 

| pointed, refusing to be shaken 
off-line, with well-controlled 
body roll and reassuring stability 
even on a wind-swept motorway. 

The driving position’s relation- 
ship to the major controls is so 
well contrived that only one long- 
legged tester complained at being 
too close to the pedals. Others 
found the seat travel generous, 
with the smooth-running adjuster 
making it easy to get comfortable 
behind the wheel. The reclining 
seat gives excellent lateral sup- 
port, lumbar support has 
improved, and the pedals are well 
laid-out to make heel-and-toeing 
easy. There’s even a foot support 
alongside the clutch. 

Forward vision is poor. The 
aggressively slanted bonnet slips 
out of the sight of shorter drivers, 
while the tall found the steeply 


SEER 
HOW GOOD . 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Triumph TR7 
Drophead, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind of 
car it’s meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
@000000800 


FUEL ECONOMY 
@000008000 


HANDLING/STEERING 
@000008000 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
©0000060000 


INTERIOR/LUGGAGE SPACE 
@@0@@0@00000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
@©@@@@00000 


DRIVER AIDS 
@0000068000 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
@©000000000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
@@@@000000 


COST/EASE OF REPAIR 
@0@00080000 


raked windscreen cutting off the 
upper field of view. Raise the 
hood and rear-three-quarter vis- 
ion is obstructed by nasty blind 
spots, which can also occur at the 
front, around the wipers’ poor arc. 

Instrumentation is comprehen- 
sive. A large, clearly legible 
speedometer and tachometer are 
flanked by supplementary gauges 
for fuel, coolant temperature, bat- 
tery condition and a clock. They 
are mounted behind a single, 
non-reflecting pane, clearly vis- 
ible between the wheel spokes 
and easy to read at night, when 
they’re illuminated via rheostat 
control with a pleasant green hue. 
Set between the two main dials is 
a vertical line of eight warning 


lamps, including a telltale for 
leaks from one of the two hyd- 
raulic circuits, and a ‘belt-up’ 
lamp. Unfortunately, the indi- 
cator’s repeaters are too dim to 
show in bright sunshine with the 
hood down. 

Two column stalks take care of 
the important minor controls. 
Indicators, headlamps (main 
beam and flash) and a strident 
horn on the left, and two-speed 
wipers and electric wash on 
the right. There is no intermittent 
setting for the wipers, only a 
flick-wipe position. The remain- 
ing minor controls are worked by 
vertically sliding facia switches 
that are easy to grasp and help- 
fully illuminated at night. 


How comfortable 


The TR7 is strictly for two as, 
unlike the MGB Sports, there’s 
no vestigial bench behind the 
seats to accommodate even a 
four-legged passenger. Getting in 
and out requires a fair amount of 
youthful agility. The doors open 
wide and are held there by strong 
check-links, but it’s a long step 
going in and, coming out, it’s too 
easy to get mud on your legs from 
the prominent sill ledges. 

Interior trim is of a high stan- 
dard. The seats’ wearing surfaces 
are clad in robust tartan cloth, and 
head restraints can be adjusted to 
serve as snug headrests. The cen- 
tral storage box has a padded lid 
and forms an armrest to comple- 
ment those on the doors, and a 
rear-mounted aerial and speakers 
are included, but the radio is 
extra. The glovebox’s lock is 
essential, for the TR7 Drophead 
is easily broken into, and the 
facia’s top is designed to hold 
maps and small books without 
them sliding around — which is 
nice, but does cause reflections 
onthe screen. Thé modestly sized 
boot has a fairly prominent sill, 
but its lid opens wide to swallow 
rigid suitcases as opposed to the 
crush bags that many a roadster’s 
boot requires. 

The attractive blonde in the 
TR7 brochure has little trouble 
folding the hood down, but we 
would like to see her attempt the 
reverse procedure. Even our bur- 
liest testers couldn’t manage to 
raise the hood unassisted at first, 
though it did loosen up after 10 
days of dodging summertime 
showers. Thereafter, easier oper- 
ation also meant dents and wrink- 
les appearing in the plastic win- 
dows, making rear vision even 
more ‘tricky when the hood was 
up. The rear window can be 
unzipped and rolled away, but the 
result is rather draughty round the 
neck. No, the only way to enjoy 
this car is with its hood stowed 
under its neat cover, and your 
head stowed under a tight-fitting 
hat — for there’s a lot of wind 
buffeting after SOmph. Triumph 


TRIUMPH TR7 DROPHEAD 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £68.78 (fitting Shr) 

exhaust £49.68 (0.85hr) 

headlamp unit £3.57 (0.4hr) 

front bumper (3 sections) £130.41 (0. aad 
laminated windscreen £59.46 (2. ye 


oil filter and points £3.15 (0.9hr) | 
major service 6000 miles (3.8hr av) 


/ 


Insurance group 6/7 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage, 
Supercover (second year optional) 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £272 


| Capital interest £326 


New-cost inflation £1122 

Total standing costs=£1721 (14.34p/mile) 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.38 per gal) £571 

Insurance (av) £251 

Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £239 ‘f 
Total running costs=£1147 (9.56p per mile 
Cost of ownership £2868 (23.9p p mile) 
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Triumph TR7 Drophead 
Flat X1/9 1500 

Ford Capri 2000S 

MGB 

Volkswagen Scirocco GLS 


i "baie September Octobe 98 


ifek 10 SE eigras wT NY 


é TK, TE 


ACCELERATION times in sec BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
IN TOP GEAR 90 Best stop pee Consumption — normal range 
GEARS short journeys in the suburbs 22mpg 
CECA AR a EO 80 fe ae hard driving, heavy traffic 25mpg 
[icc Se Ee brisk driving, mixed roads 29mpg 
_—!,) _ as __ 70 motorway — 7Omph cruising 32mpg 
x nt) 08 2 gentle driving — rural roads 34mpg 
| 7 60 rz Typical mpg overall 29mpg 
| _——!v2) ; S realistic tank range 320 miles/11gal 
30-70 50 [ Consumption at steady speeds 4th 5th 
30mph ; 43V¥empg 50mpg 
40 56mph 36%empg 40mpg 
. 70mph 29V¥empg 32mpg 
30 max mph 18mpg 20Y2mpg 
| 20 : | | garety cHEcKs 
_ Speed-range times (sec) — 4th/Sth gear LDS n SOON 40. GO cores Te eraaaterg tor steering: energy head restraints: front? Yes 
%efficlency (ideal car's breaking performance falls within absorbing? Yes rear? N/A 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) good road ‘feel’? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 
TOP SPEEDS brakes: powerful? Yes __w/screen: laminated? Yes 
‘ Fade test peda! pressure needed for 75% stop sensible effort? Yes doors: childproof? Yes 
max engine speed (ideal car would show no variation) fade resistant? No latches 
used 6500rpm ; belts: effective? Yes crashproof? Yes 
max in top/4th 5400/6200rpm 45lb at start; 45Ib in constant use; 65Ib in severe use convenient? Yes __ petrol: shielded filler? Yes 
Standing Yamile 17.9sec Watersplash 60lb at first, 6 stops to recover fitted inrear? N/A protected tank? Yes 


4c MU 30- H = 30-70 MPH ES OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERIN 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
_PRICE cc MPG MPH GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC) (%G/LB FT/IN FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE 


; 1998 29 110 10.9 22.3/16.7 98/60 13’ 4” 42% 444/29% 
5715 1498 36% 108 10.5 21.0/16.1 100/75 13’ 0%" 40 3Va/32V% 

5791 1993 109 11.5 20.6 100/55 14’ 4%" 41 36 3%4/34 V2 
13’ 2%" 42% 3V2/32% 


12" 9" 41¥2 3¥2/32% 


101 13.4 33.3/24.2 100+/70 
11.1 


104 19.7 92/50 
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has done extremely well to 
eliminate all trace of rattles 
from the facia’s mounting, and all 
the other creaks and squeaks usu- 
ally associated with topless 
motoring. Likewise, the raised 
hood is draught-proof, rattle-free 
and doesn’t suffer from excessive 
wind noise. 

We have always been impres- 
sed by the TR7’s ride, and this 
latest car moves even more com- 
fortably. Admittedly, it can be a 
little jittery at low speeds on 
poorly surfaced roads, but as the 
pace quickens so does its resili- 
ence. It never feels flouncy or 
under-damped, the suspension’s 
short but cushioned reaction to 
most bumps and hollows keeping 
the driver in touch with road con- 
ditions — which is just as it should 
be in a car of this type. 


How safe 
Apart from a little sponginess in 
mid pedal-travel, and an annoying 
intermittent squeal from the front 
pads, the brakes performed well 
in both ordinary use and 
emergencies. The excellent best 
stop is delivered in response to 
just the level of pedal pressure we 
always look for, but rarely find. 
Pedal pressure does build up after 
a series of hard arrests, but it 
never becomes a problem. The 
disc/drum set-up does not like 
water, however: it took six stops 
to dry out after our watersplash. 
Handling and roadholding are 
both exemplary. Even when 
entering a bend too quickly and 
backing off the accelerator in 
panic, there are none of the tradi- 
tional roadster vices such as tail- 
swing to catch the novice out. 
The Drophead’s good tally in 
our safety checklist reflects its 
American market’s require- 
ments. Triumph has gone to a lot 
of trouble to pad the hood’s bars, 
and the seatbelts are easy to 
locate and wear — unusual for a 
sports car. There’s no rollover 
bar, however, which might be 
satisfactory for SOmph America, 


All measurements in inches 


but could be sorely missed by 
drivers in 70mph Britain who skid 
into a ditch... 


How strong 
We weren’t too impressed by our 
car’s anti-corrosion treatment. 
Apart from a half-hearted attempt 
at applying a bituminous com- 
pound under the wheelarches, the 
rest of the underside is protected 
only by primer and a vulnerable 
spray of light wax. There was no 
sign of any protection inside the 
closed box sections, but there 
were signs of rust bleeding from 
some of the seam joints. Our car’s 
metallic paintwork — a £40 
optional-extra — didn’t impress, 
either: there were too many paint 
nibs and surface imperfections. 
To its credit, the TR7’s panels 
are free of unnecessary bright- 
work, and the sturdy bumpers 
with their large wrap-rounds are 
more than token gestures. The 
smooth lines also make washday 
easy, but don’t forget to pop-up 
the headlamps in order to clean 
their lenses. Inside, the carpets 
can’t be removed easily, so a 
compact vacuum cleaner is a 
must. The upholstery appears 
very hardwearing and looks as 
though it would withstand an 
unexpected rain shower if the car 
was left with the hood down. 
Mechanical reliability has been 
less than ideal in the past. 


Triumph says that quality-control 


kerbweight 21 Yscwt 

J) overall length 13ft 4in 
Joverall width 5ft 6Y%in 
overall height 4ft.1 Yin 


procedures have bend ‘improved, 
and our test car did show some 
reassuring signs of this, but 
whether it will materialise in 
long-term use is still conjecture. 


How much 

Logically, the TR7 is expensive: 
for the same size of cheque one 
can buy a sports coupé with two 
extra seats and an adaptable 
hatchback rear, and the targa- 
top Fiat X1/9 and ageing MGB 
Sports are both £500 cheaper. 


‘Even the coveted Morgan 4/4 


1600 is cheaper, but you have to 
wait years to get anew one. Apart 
from these, most obvious TR7 
Drophead rivals are a good deal 
more expensive, but then the 
attraction of open-top sports cars 
has little to do with such logic. 
Our depreciation figure is 
based on the Fixedhead’s per- 
formance over the. past two- 
and-a-half years, and it’s high 
because this model’s list price has 
risen so much. At present, we can 
only surmise that the Fixedhead 
will have to take its cap off to the 
Drophead’s lower depreciation. 
The five-speed Drophead de- 
livered an overall 29mpg, about 
the same as an early Fixedhead 
car with the lower-geared four- 
speed box. Our tests proved con- 
clusively that more fuel is used 
with the hood down — about 
2'4-to-3mpg at high speed. If you 
are thinking of moving on to a 
TR7 from an MGB Sports, you 
will find it more economical, but 
there are rivals that can do a good 
deal better: we managed 36/2mpg 
with the Fiat X1/9. Refuelling the 
TR7 via the business-like intake 
behind the rear window can be 
done full-bore up to the last gal- 
lon, but, thereafter, it’s a matter 
of taking it easy to brim the tank. 
Owners who use the driveway 
for pit-stops will find access to the 
coil and distributor difficult, and 
the back of the engine is best 
reached by detaching the heater’s 
intake. Plugs are not too difficult 
to reach, but the twin SU car- 
burettors are certain to cause 
some head-scratching for the 
novice. The handbook is more 
helpful than most, but no tools are 
supplied apart from wheel-change 
gear. The spare is located under 


‘Valve gear overhead camshaft (shin 
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the rear r luggage a1 area, and finding 
the jacking points requires a loto 
grovelling underneath. a 
Major servicing comes round 
more frequently than most a 
every 6000 miles, but the 100 
UK dealers make finding a 
nearby one easy. New pa t 
prices are a good incentive to bu} 
British, and the warranty terms 
are comprehensive. | 


Verdict 
Time has made the topless TR7 
more alluring than she would have 
been five years ago: she’s now @ 
lively and forgiving sport. She ma 
not be the ultimate in ‘in’-cal 
entertainment, but she is more of 
an ‘in’ car than the Fixedhead ver- 
sion, she’s partial to a fast life, and 
has a hint of rear-end wiggle that 
should attract many admirers. q 

Just as importantly, she can sto] 
them near dead in their track: 
when needs must. It remains only 
for the Drophead to prove she’s a 
dependable as she is pki. 


ENGINE a 
Type and size front-mounted, 4-in-line 
water-cooled, inclined at 45°; 90.3m 
borex 78mm stroke= 1998cc; 5 main bear 
ings with iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.25:1 


adjustment) chain driven 
Fuel system two SU HS6 carburettor: 
fed by mechanical pump from 12gal tani 
(no reserve) 

Max power (DIN-net) 105bhp 
5500rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 119/bft 
3500rpm 


TRANSMISSION 
Clutch 8¥2in diaphragm spring, singll 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; pedé 
load/travel: 33lb/4in 

Gearbox 5-speed (all sysichromesh) an 
reverse; ratios: first 3.32:1; second 2.09: 
third 1.40:1; fourth 1.0:1; top 0.83:1 anc 
reverse 3.43:1 

Final drive 3.9:1 to rear wheels | 
Mph per 1000rpm 20.8 in top gear/ i 
in fourth gear 


CHASSIS 
Suspension — front: independent Mac 
Pherson damper/struts with lower links and } 
an anti-roll bar. Rear: coil-sprung live a r 
with lower trailing and upper diagoné 
links; anti-roll bar. Dampers: telescopl 
type all round 

Steering rack and pinion with 4% tu 
between full locks. Turning circles ave 
age 29%4ft between kerbs, with 62Ysft Ii 
response to one turn of wheel 

Wheels 5'2J stee! (optional alloy fitted te 
test car) with 185/70HR 13 steel-braced 
radial-ply tyres (Goodyear G800+S Grant 
Prix 70 on test car) 
Brakes dual-line hydraulic; discs fron 
drums rear with vacuum servo and con 
bined handbrake/line failure warning lam| 


DRIVE September-October | 


| THE NEW SUPERSPEED AIR PUMP... 
| A tough Mini Compressor for Only £14.95. 


ve p&p) 


Quite simply plug the Super Speed 


Air Pump into your car’s cigarette 


lighter socket or connect it to the 12 
volt DC battery in your car or boat. 
Then this compact little workhorse 
with its high speed motor gearbox and 
piston compressor will inflate airbeds, 
dinghys, bicycle tyres or footballs in 
next to no time. Even flat car tyres 
can be inflated in minutes. 

It comes complete with rubber hose 
and locking valve connector, high 
pressure and cone adaptors 
plus a 12 volt power lead and 
plug — all stowed neatly 
inside an attractive and 
durable case measuring only 
84in x Sin x 24in and 
weighing only 1.5 kilos. 

At this super low direct 
purchase price every family 
can afford its own 
mini-compressor. 


Buy the New Super Speed Air 
Pump and take the puff out of 
pumping. Inflates up to 45p.s.i! 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Pressure Gauge 


This tough nylon screw-in tyre gauge 
designed to fit the Super Speed and 
produced by England’s leading 
manufacturer of pressure gauges has an 
easy to read 2in dial. Made to stringent 
British Standards it can measure 
* pressures up to 100 

p.s.i. (6 in Bar) with an 
accuracy of over 99%. 

Remember, correct 
tyre pressures are a 
legal requirement and 
they increase miles per 
gallon teo! 


Only £3.20 


(plus p&p) 


Credit Card Holders may telephone 24 hours a day 
on @ 0962 65996 and place orders immediately 
without completing the coupon. 

And if you’re not completely satisfied we shall be 
pleased to refund your money if you return your 
Super Speed or Pressure Gauge in good condition 
within 14 days. 

[Fr CED EA TEED ASP GTI GINS eee ATS MED 


REEPOST 


No stamp required just complete and 
send this coupon to:- NEW CONCEPT, 
DEPT. D/980M FREEPOST, 
WINCHESTER SO23 8BR. 
Please send me __ Super Speed Air 
i Pump(s) at £16.15 inc. £1.20 p & p and 
insurance. . 
Please send me___ Pressure Gauge(s) at 
£3.45 inc. £0.25 p & p and insurance. 


I enclose cheque/postal order for £ 
f or please charge my Access/Barclaycard 


No. __ [iv Aa 3 ast 
rae a ee re ALCAN 
Signaeure [aye tt Si 
ae 
Name ci 
i Addres 


New Concept 


NEW CONCEPT, A Division of Ulundi Ltd., 
14 St. Georges St., Winchester S023 8BR. 
Registered England No. 1321067. 
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MEDICAL STUDENT Andrew Lin- 
dop, 22, arrived from Sheffield in 
his father’s smart R-registered 
Escort Popular and told us: ‘I do 
all the work on it. When I learned 
to drive, Dad bought me a Mini 
because he didn’t want me to 
wreck his car, and I had to do 
everything myself. 

‘I once took the engine out of a 
Beetle, but the hardest thing I 
have done is change the engine 
mountings on the Mini. I am self- 
taught all the way.’ 

Andrew had certainly learned 
how to use a workshop manual, 
and, using a set of old and rusting 
tools, went to work. He missed 
the brake-shoe fault and the 
wheel-cylinder leak and, like 
Stephen Clarke, didn’t know how 
to adjust the cams. He did, how- 
ever, carefully brush away 
brake-drum dust, and made a 
good job of timing the engine with 
the strobe. Slipping a bit on 
theory, he didn’t know how often 


seit-service 
checkout 


ASY, ISN’T IT — car maintenance? A few sessions at the local 

night school, a modest investment in a workshop manual, 
and you can wave goodbye to all those ‘inflated’ garage bills. But 
self-servicers come in all sorts of shapes and sizes, ranging from 
the lad who is just about capable of changing oil and filters, 
through to the enthusiast who rebuilds gearboxes. 

Are the amateur mechanics doing a good job, or are they 
responsible for machines that shouldn’t be allowed on the road? | 
DRIVE decided to test the DIY brigade with two of the easiest jobs 
in the manual — renewing the rear brake shoes and timing the 
engines of some specially prepared AA Ford Escorts. 

We contacted 100 Escort owners, but just five men took up the 
challenge. All were warned that snags had been built in, and that 
they should take nothing on trust. Would they spot the weeping 
brake cylinder, the missing tensioner-spring or the air gap under 
one of the brake-shoe linings? An AA engineer scored the 


amateurs’ efforts — and then assessed their own cars. 


STEPHEN CLARKE, from Basing- 
stoke, Hampshire, became a 
DIY mechanic at the age of 17, 
when he was given an ageing Ford 
Popular by a school friend. He 
had no sooner collected the car 
when he heard the noise of big- 
end troubles. Today, he is a 31- 
year-old accountant with two 
cars, both more than 10 years old, 
on which he spends ‘a lot of time’. 

Stephen made a good start on 
the doctored AA car by spotting 
that the old shoes had been incor- 
rectly fitted. . . but he was happy 
to fit new shoes that were clearly 
faulty: the gap between lining and 
shoe would have caused over- 
heating problems. He realised 
that the spring was missing, and 
told us about the cylinder leak on 
the offside . . . but the nearside 
had a slight leak, too. He made no 
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attempt to clean out the brake 
dust, and didn’t know how to 
adjust and reset the brake cams. 

We offered Stephen the choice 
of a static or.a stroboscopic lamp 
to time the engine, but he told us 
that this was a job he normally did 
by ear! Our expert was fasci- 
nated, but, sadly, -he learned 
nothing: an engine can’t be timed 
like that, and Stephen’s setting 
was way off target. 

His car theory had a gap, too, 
when it came to brake fluid: he 
thought it should be changed only 
when ‘contaminated by dirt’ — 
Ford says it should be changed 
every 36-39,000 miles. 

Out of a possible 87 points, 
Stephen earned 55 — 62% — and 
the advice of our expert: 
‘Maintaining brakes isn’t a job 
you get nearly right. If it isn’t 


to replace the air cleaner, 


ens an aNn 
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100% right, then it is wrong!’ 
And Stephen’s own car? 

‘A fairly tatty example, getting 
towards the end of its useful life,’ 
said the AA engineer. ‘In view of 
this, Stephen’s attitude towards 
servicing was more a case of 
replacing bits that fell off, rather 
than carrying out preventive 
work. Nevertheless, most of the 
safety-related items were all right, 
apart from a leaking front 
damper, one incorrect tyre pres- 
sure and inoperative windscreen 
washers. 

‘Stephen seemed well aware of 
most of the defects. Presumably 
he hadn’t attended to them for 
reasons of cost, time and the need 
to rectify other more-serious 
defects. His technique for adjust- 
ing the car’s ignition timing is not 
to be recommended.’ 


whisker, was Peter Brown, 26. 
from Fleet, Hampshire. An elec- 
trical engineer with BBC Televi- 
sion, Peter’s DIY career started 
even before he had a car, when he 
was called in to help his brother at 
the age of 16. ‘I learned from 
books — I’d just try it and see. 
Most of my work was done on an 
old Ford Popular, which I still 
own; I put it away for the winter 
and bring it out in summer. 


OUR STAR, and winner by a 


‘High costs kept me away from. 


garages, and, in any case, very 
few of them wanted to work on 
my Pop. If they were willing to do 
a.job, they’d quote a ridiculous 
price. Eight years ago, I had to 
pay £20 for new kingpins! That 
was enough — I’ll now tackle 
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anything on my car. In fact, I’ve 
just about rebuilt it.’ 

He missed the faulty brake 
shoe on our Escort, though, and 
he removed drum dust by wiping 
it with his finger — tut, tut. And 
our super-critical man faulted him 
on failing to tighten the wheelnuts 
in the correct sequence — in 
opposite pairs. 

Asked to adjust the timing, 
Peter admitted he didn’t under- 
stand what was meant by dwell 
angle . . . but he stili managed to 
do a good job. 

‘On the theory side, he didn’t 
know how often to change the air 
cleaner, sparkplugs and contact- 
breaker points, and he wasn’t too 
sure on tappet-adjustment proce- 
dure. Nonetheless, his 83% was 
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contact-breaker points or brake 
fluid, nor did he know that brake 
fluid eventually absorbed water. 
His practice, however, made 
him, if not perfect, as good as 
Stephen Clarke, with 62% marks 
and a consolation comment from 
our expert: ‘Andrew also spotted 
that the centre shaft of the dis- 
tributor was bent. As a technician 
of sorts, he displays the ability to 
think out unfamiliar situations 
and look up answers. He could 
solve almost anything.’ 
And the Lindop car? 
‘It appeared well cared-for. The 
exhaust’s tail section had been 
recently replaced and the engine 
oil and filter changed. The sump 
was Slightly overfilled — perhaps 
he’d checked the oil level on a 
slope —and the coolant level was 
a little low. A loose fanbelt 
needed attention, and the idling 
speed was set too slow. Head- 
lamp alignment was slightly out, 
but this could be rectified only 
with specialist equipment.’ 


worthy of a good car mechanic. 
And Peter’s car? 
‘A well-used rather tatty car, with 
a fair number of mechanical ail- 
ments — most of which Peter 
seemed aware of. No excuses, 
though, for an empty washer bot- 
tle and a front tyre at 14psi. 
‘The oil had been changed 1000 
miles previously, and the 
contact-breaker points were vir- 
tually new. Surprising, however, 
that the ignition timing was 8° 
retarded: Peter is obviously cap- 
able of setting it correctly. This 
error might explain the low idle 
speed and CO readings obtained. 
‘Other faults that were worthy 
of note were a leaking front shock 
absorber and a detached rear 
anti-roll-bar bush.’ 


NIGEL JUDGE, a 22-year-old baker 
from Kingsclere, Hampshire, has 
been driving since he was 17. He 
started his car-owning career with 
a Vauxhall Viva estate, and had 
owned his Escort for just 18 
months. ‘It hasn’t given me much 
bother, but I had to have a new 
‘short’ engine put in — my 
brother’s mechanic friend fitted it 
for me. I’ll tackle any small job — 
change the oil filter, check the 
brakes; if I can’t do the job, I geta 
mate to help. 

‘I don’t go near garages if I can 
help it. Mind you, I wouldn’t 
have tackled this job on my own 
car. I haven’t replaced brake 
shoes before, I haven’t seen a car 
timed, and I wouldn’t know a 
strobe if you showed me one.’ 

After having a try, Nigel con- 
ceded: ‘I have learned something 
today. At least I can fit brake 
shoes properly, now, but I still 
wouldn’t know how to start on 
timing — I'll get help if the car 
isn’t running properly.’ 

Nigel certainly needed all the 
help he could get, missing every 
fault that DRIVE had built into the 
job, except for the really severe 
wheel-cylinder leak. He made a 
good job of fitting new contact- 
breaker points, but, for no good 
reason he could think of, set the 
gap at .015in instead of .025in. 
And he made no attempt to adjust 
the timing. Other mistakes 


included fitting both trailing shoes 
on the same wheel, not lubricat- 
ing the brakes, fitting a bottom 
spring on the top, and another 
spring upside-down. 

On the theory side, Nigel 
scored three right answers on the 
10 questions, — and achieved 
only 47% overall. But at least he 
knew his shortcomings and — 
don’t laugh — that might be more 
important than what many of us 
think we do know... 

And Nigel’s car? 

‘In a poorsstate of tune: the igni- 
tion timing was over-advanced; 
idle speed was much too high at 
1600rpm; and the slack fanbelt 
should have been rectified by 
even the most-casual DIY owner. 
Nigel had recently had a new 
propshaft and new rear shock 
absorbers fitted, but the front 
‘shocks’ were leaking. Neither 
had he replaced the two rear 
tyres, one of which was nearly 
bald and the other (a remould) 
had dangerous cracks in the 
walls. A previous owner had fitted 
new brake pipes all round, but 
hadn’t clipped them properly in 
place. And the flexible brake 
hoses were the originals — one of 
which was cracking. 

‘Headlamp alignment was 
almost immaterial as the nearside 
unit had a Continental-pattern, 
dip-beam cut-off that would daz- 
zle oncoming traffic.’ 
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> | ANDREW RAWLINSON, a 26-year- 
old chemical engineer from Bas- 
ingstoke, Hampshire, is the 
owner of a mean-looking Escort 
RS2000. ‘I do all my own jobs, ex- 
cept those needing special and ex- 
pensive garage equipment. I 
started driving when I ‘was at 
school but I didn’t buy a car of my 
own until I started work at 21. It 
was an Escort, too —a 1300cc es- 
tate. I learned on that with some 
help from a mate. 

‘About three weeks after buy- 
ing the RS2000, I blew the engine 
and had to replace it; I just fol- 
lowed the manual. Next on my 
list is a gearbox strip — the box is 
knackered.’ 

Andrew proved to be very good, 
and he was quick, too — perhaps 
too quick to spot the faulty shoe. 
‘I have never heard of that one,’ 
he admitted. ‘I am amazed that 
anyone could sell something like 
that.’ (DRIVE had in fact had two 
shoes in four sets deliberately 
made faulty, but, to prove our 
point, one of the shoes in the fifth 
set that should have been perfect 
was also suffering from a gap.) 

He made no attempt to clean 
out the brake dust, being rightly 
worried about the dangers of 
inhaling a few specks. ‘Ifthere’s a 
lot of dust on my own brakes, I try 
to catch it in water,’ he said. ‘Dif- 
ficult, though — it floats.’ 

Andrew collected three black 


Pull-off spring 


Hold-down pin 


Brake shoe 
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HOME MECHANIC 


Do it 
our way 


Adjuster 
mechanism 


Hold-down spring 


Pull-off spring 


Brake drum Drum securing screws 


ANYONE ‘CAN REPLACE rear brake 
shoes by following DRIVE’s step by 
step instructions — if everything 
goes smoothly. But as every 
amateur mechanic sea DIY 
servicing is full of snags . 


don’t ignore the possibility of 
seepage from wheel cylinder 
units. 

If brake shoes are oil contami- 
nated, they cannot be cleaned; 
both sets of shoes must be 
replaced. 

Brush out brake dust with a paint 
brush and do it delicately — 
asbestos in lungs can be fatal. 
Under no circumstances should 
brake parts be cleaned with petrol 
or any other mineral-based sol- 
vent — you could damage the 
wheel cylinder rubbers. 

If the drums are scored they must 
be replaced — an expensive but 
necessary task. 

Don’t use excessive force to 
remove the drums and never, 
never use a hammer. 


Carefully examine new brake 
shoes for manufacturing faults. 
House bricks may be acceptable 
for supporting a car if you’re a 
wheel thief, honest people use 
axle stands. 

Make sure that your hands are 
clean when handling the new 
shoes. 

Generally, no lubrication is 
required at all, but, if your work- 
shop manual says otherwise, use 
the correct grease. 

The Soft-Shoe Shuffle 

Apart from new brake shoes, you 
will need brake grease, a screw- 
driver, Mole wrench, mallet and 
pliers. The procedure then is to— 
1 Jack up the rear of the car and 
support it on axle stands 

2 Remove the wheels 


DRIVE asked AA engineer 
Charles Surridge to list a few of 
the problems that he has encoun- 
tered in his years underneath 
motor Cars: 

Draw a sketch of the brake part’s 
layout before starting work to 
avoid incorrect re-assembly. 
Look for oil in the d i — you 
could need a new oil seal or cylin- 
der rubbers; or it could be that the 
bearings are simply over-packed 
with grease. 

If there is no obvious oil leak 
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job, but we suspect that he has| 


marks on theory: he didn’t knov 

how often to change the aif 
cleaner or the plugs, and wasn 
sure how to adjust tappets. 
Nevertheless, he was very nearly 
the best we'd seen, and we gave 
him 80% for his efforts with the 
AA test car. cS 
And Andrew’s car? a 
‘Well this car had been used as 
the makers intended —it had been 
fitted with a roll-cage — and you 
could make a fair guess at its high) 
mileage without looking at the 
odometer .. . But his claim that 
the car was halfway through a 
service was borne out by the heal-| 
thy state of tune and the spotless» 
engine oil. The level, however, |} 
was a bit low: oil was leaking} 
slightly from various sources, | 
including a disconnected crank-\ 
case breather; more serious was | 
the leak from the front differential | 
bearing —oil was being flung on to| 
the flexible brake hose, which was} 
swollen. Other faults were a worn 
propshaft universal joint, worn} 
and leaking gearbox tailshaft}\ 
bearing, two missing valve caps, 
a defective sidelight and an empty | 
washer bottle. Mr Rawlinson was 
aware of the leaking shock absor-| 
bers and planned to tackle the} 


more enthusiasm for driving the | 
car than for carrying out the tedi-} 
ous maintenance tasks of which | 
he is probably capable.’ 


3 Slacken off the handbrake, pull | 
off the brake drum and slacken off | 
the automatic adjuster 
4 Remove the hold-down springs | 
and pins by compressing the | 
spring and twisting the dished | 
washer (your car may be different | 
in this respect) ! 
5 Note.the position of the shoes | 
so that the new ones can be fitted 
correctly, then, using the Mole } 
wrench, lever out the shoe plat- | 
forms 

6 Remove the pull-off springs, | 
lift the shoes out, and wire-up the | 
wheel cylinder to retain its piston 

7 Clean the back-plate, cylinder | 
and pivot point with a rag and] 
methylated spirit _ 


sure that the adjuster is fully 
retracted 
9 Fit the lower pull-off spring | 
between the new shoes; spread | 
the shoes and fit their ends into | 
the appropriate slots at the bot- | 
tom and top, then fit the top pull- } 
off spring | 
10 Refit the hold-down springs, 
remove the wire retainer and } 
replace the drum and road wheel; | 
press the brake pedal to centralise } 
the shoes and recheck the 
adjustment 
Sounds easy doesn’t it? And if} 
this were all that DRIVE’s guinea |} 
pigs had to do then their task 
would have been simpler. But the 
DIY man’s life isn’t always so 
simple, is it? 


DRIVE September-October 1980 


_ MOST CAR MAKERS don’t credit their customers with much more 
| than the skill to change a wheel. At least, that’s what’s implied 
_ by their meagre offering of a jack, wheelbrace and, perhaps, a 
_box spanner. But DRIVE has a higher opinion of its readers. 
Given our Tool Roll, we reckon you could tackle all manner of 
car maintenance and repairs to save time and money. 

AA engineering experts made this selection of the best DIY 
equipment around, and we put it together in a neat roll that will 
stow easily beside your spare wheel. The kit includes: seven 
open-ended spanners in dual A/F and metric sizes (38"-%4" and 


10mm-17mm), multigrip pliers, a 6in adjustable spanner, six. 


ignition spanners, a tyre pressure gauge, compact screwdriver, 
10-blade feeler gauge, reversible screwdriver (single blade and 
cross-point), plug tester, magneto file and wire brush — all 
housed in a handy pvc roll. 

Our tool roll has recently carried a pricetag of almost £26, but 
DRIVE readers can snap up this Money Saver for only £13.95 
(plus £1.25 postage and packing). Just fill in the coupon and send 
it with your cheque or PO payable to the AA. 


DRIVE Tool Roll Money Saver 


NB Don't want to cut the coupon and spoil DRIVE? If you don’t, please print all the same details 
in the same order on a plain sheet of paper or postcard. Offer available only to readers in 
Gt Britain and N Ireland, closes 31 December, 1980. 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 
Address 


Enter AA membership number below, or write ‘non-member 


PBM977 


—_____ Tool Roll(s), ref 72863 at £13.95 each, 
plus £1.25 p&p 


Send me 
(enter quantity) 


| enclose my cheque/postal order, payable to the AA, for £ 


To: AA Mail Order Department, PO Box 50 
Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA D65 


}----------------------¢----- | 
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Mighty Mol 


(Only available from The Purpose Made 
Tool Co). 


The all-purpose 
mini-spade for Car Owners, andes 
Campers and Caravanners. Pa 
Superbly constructed 5 
from the finest materials 
by a leading British 
manufacturer. 


TOP QUALITY 


Mighty Mole is the ideal agape 
multi-purpose spade for ae MOMRY. 


motorists, caravanners 
and campers. Only 28” 
long, Mighty Mole will 
stow away easily 
into any car boot, 
trailer or caravan 
ready to tackle 
snow, mud, sand 


or any other 


emergency. 
lex tay 
ai) Made in finest 
Sheffield Steel 
by leading 
British 

! Manufacturer. 

‘Purpose Made Tool Co., Limited. 
The Tenters Building, 
70-77 Darlington Street, 


Wolverhampton, West Midlands. 


To Purpose Made Tool Co. Ltd. The Tenters Building, | 


To Purpose Made Tool Co., Ltd. The Tenters Building, 


70-77 Darlington Street, Wolverhampton, W. Midlands. | 


| Please send me (within 28 days) one Mighty Mole mini spade. 
-] enclose Cheque/Postal Order to the value of £5.80p. 
PRINT CLEARLY IN BLOCK CAPITALS. 


15 RA IIa SE ae da, SERN ied Reem Pe Urea 
Address. | 
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be AW , 
Ameen | dan Don’t-you believe it! i 


ening ream) 0 ‘The resale value of your car can 


= 


vag be greatly increased by expert — 
Py fe as ee PY Z per iy rustproofing when new. i 
£ “pi aa But older, first or second-hand — 
or ped cars can also be rustproofed bya 
re us to last longer and be worth — 
Sean more. 30 years experience in the 
worst of Sweden’s weather, (and 
subsequently across most of the 
world!) gives us the know-how te 
combat rust by prevention. | 
Visit your local DINITROL 4 
CENTRE and get the facts about 
the most thorough rustproofing. 
you will find anywhere — 
WORLD-WIDE. 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or ask the 
operator to connect you to Freefone 2368 


co) ie 
vehicle rust proofing for details of your nearest centre. 


DINOL (CAR CARE) U.K. LTD. Commerce House, Stuart Street, Luton, Beds. LU1 5BY. i 


IF YOU'VE GOT AHITCH. 
WE'LL GIVE YOU ALIFT. 


lf your car breaks down, we'll try and repair tt. If it can't | 
be repaired promptly, our optional Relay Service will get you, 
up to four passengers, your vehicle and even a caravan or : 
trailer to your destination. 


i > a 
is ee 


It pays to have the best. 
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” CAR TEST 


Now opening to rave reviews 


‘Charles Darwin would have 
‘approved of the Reliant Motor 
‘Company: to survive in a hostile 
world that’s ruled by motoring’s 
giants, little Reliant has learnt to 
‘survive by breeding cars that 
have few natural rivals. 

Reliant’s three-wheeled 
Robins have had a technological 
‘adversary only in the form of a 
certain TV programme, and the 
Scimitar GTE has had the sport- 
‘ing estate-car market virtually to 
itself for the last 12 years. It sold 
well, too, until evolution went 
slightly wrong in the second gen- 
eration. Fatter — and softer, 
some said — the Mk2 Scimitar 
found few new customers, and 
lost many existing ones with its 
quality-control problems. 

Two years ago, therefore, 
Reliant’s new management 
returned to the origin of the 
species, designing a car that, once 
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more, had no real rival in price or 
specification — the soft-top Sci- 
mitar GTC. Sporting types 
regard it as the natural heir to the 
notorious but much-missed 
Triumph Stag; BMW and Volks- 
wagen regard it as a rival to their 
cabriolet conversions of the 323i 
and Golf GLi saloons. DRIVE’s 
raciest testers regarded it with 
envy, and looked out their little 
woolly hats... 


How it goes 

The Scimitar’s 2.8litre Cologne 
V6 engine is borrowed from 
Ford’s Granada, and replaces the 
identically powered, 135bhp 
3litre Essex engine that was fitted 
to earlier models. It’s an instant 
starter, and runs smoothly from 
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of an automatic 
choke. Through-the-gears accel- 
eration is respectable rather than 
stunning, so it is its smooth, flex- 
ible pulling power that really 
impresses — as shown by the 
similarity of our top-gear speed- 
range times, overpage: it can even 
cruise at 30mph in top-gear over- 
drive — should you ever want to. 
Maximum speed on the test track 
is a howling 116mph, dropping 
slightly when Laycock’s Over- 
drive is switched-in, and (rather 
academically), when the hood is 
lowered. 

It’s no illusion that the engine 
sounds exhausted at the top end 
of its rev range, for our best 
acceleration times were achieved 
using 5500rpm — ignoring the 


tachometer’s encouragement to 
use 500rpm more. The GTC’s 
ultimate performance might dis- 
appoint those seeking a really 
‘hairy’ sports car, but Reliant 
could please everyone easily by 
offering Ford’s fuel-injected 
engine as an option. But this is to 
miss the point of this Scimitar: 
like its sister GTE and the similar 
Lancia Beta HPE, the GTC is a 
relaxed, high-speed grand 
tourer. 

The gearbox, too, is Ford’s, 
with a smooth flick-switch for 
Overdrive that works on the two 
upper gears to give a choice of six 
well-spaced ratios. Unfortu- 
nately, our test car’s gear shift 
was not up to Ford’s usual stan- 
dard, needing a firm hand to over- 
come its obstructiveness and 
strong bias towards the third- 
fourth plane. Selecting reverse 
was a two-handed job, and some 
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testers complained that the cen- 
tral armrest’s stowage bin ham- 
pered their gear-changing. A 
further handicap is the weighty 
pedal of the hydraulically oper- 
ated clutch, which can make town 
driving tiresome. Otherwise, its 
take-up is smooth and progres- 
sive, matching the throttle and 
absorbing the backlash in the 
transmission silently. 

For those who can’t get to grips 
with the shift, Reliant offers 
| automatic transmission as a no- 
cost option: our feeling is that it 
might detract from much of the 
car’s effortless cruising ability. 
Power steering is fitted as stan- 
dard, but can be omitted on 
request. On our car this felt 
slightly vague around the 
straight-ahead position, but 
otherwise it was precise, with 
heavy weighting at lower speeds. 
Steering ‘feel’ cannot be as good 
as most manual systems’, but 
many owners should find that the 
enhanced responsiveness and 
easy manoeuvrability will more 
than compensate. Turning cir- 
cles, however, are poor, making 
most U turns a three-point affair. 

Helped by the deep front 
spoiler, stability at speed 1s excel- 
lent, masking the steering’s vag- 
ueness and giving the driver con- 
fidence through fast bends. On 
smooth surfaces, the Scimitar 
corners neutrally, ultimately slid- 
ing on all four tyres in an attitude 
that can be balanced by the 
degree of throttle used. In this 
situation, steering corrections are 
easily achieved, and backing-off 
the accelerator in mid-corner 
produces no unwanted response. 

When the going gets rough, 
however, the Scimitar can cut 
two ways. Bumps easily deflect 
the GTC off course, calling for 
constant minor steering correc- 
tions, in spite of the well-located 
live back axle. It never behaves 
dangerously, but drivers used to 
more-sophisticated all- 
independent suspension systems 
might find it a tiring characteris- 
tic; enthusiasts will regard it as all 
part of the fun. 

‘In keeping with its grand-tour- 
ing styling, the GTC’s driving 
seat is not as low as lowlier sports 
cars’, but there is the inevitable, 
dominant transmission tunnel, 
narrow footwell and closely 
spaced, offset pedals to get used 
to. The Scimitar best suits those 
with long legs and short arms, but 
the seats are well shaped and the 
footrest next to the clutch is a 
thoughtful touch. 

The more-important minor 
controls are governed by 
Vauxhall/Opel steering column 
stalks, Reliant resolutely keeping 
the indicator stalk on the right- 
hand side: we approve. Clearly 
marked Smiths Instruments’ dials 
in the centre console cover a mul- 
titude of engine functions with 
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accuracy — and with a few reflec- 
tions. Behind the steering wheel, 
the matching 140mph speedome- 
ter and 7000rpm rev counter are 
so deeply recessed in the facia 
moulding that they can be par- 
tially hidden from a tall driver’s 
view, and they’re separated by a 
circular Triumph-style dial with 
eight warning lamps. 

When the hood’s up, wind 
noise dominates at cruising 
speeds, but it’s softly-softly by 
soft-top standards, enabling easy 
conversation at 70mph. A rear 
window heater switch and warn- 
ing lamp hint at a forthcoming 
detachable hardtop. 


How comfortable 

The single-skin hood fits snugly 
and keeps out the rain, but its 
prominent and poorly finished 
frame is put to shame by the 
higher standard of overall trim. 
Raising and lowering the hood isa 
three-to-five minute job for one 
person, but care is needed to 
avoid scratching the Vybak win- 
dows, and engaging the toggle 
catches above the windscreen 
requires some mechanical sym- 
pathy. The hood stows neatly 
beneath a detachable cover, but a 
full-length tonneau cover would 
be appreciated by fresh-air 
enthusiasts. As in the TR7 Drop- 
head, the GTC’s rear window 
unzips to enhance the already 
good ventilation through four 
eyeball vents — a sensible half- 
way measure for our climate. 

A four-seater it may be, but 
rear-seat testers objected to the 
bolt-upright, knees-bent seating 
position imposed by the low, 
AY AT SO OR 
HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Reliant Scimitar 
GTC, taking into consideration its 
rivals, its price and what kind of car 
it's meant to be 
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heavily sculptured seat squab and 
its vertical backrest. Elbow- and 
headroom is good, but passengers 
tend to come to blows with the 
T-bar rollover cage when emerg- 
ing from their seats; apparently, 
it’s quite painful. . . Fortunately, 
the front seats move forward 
when their backrests are tipped 
(without disturbing their angle of 
rake), and the door apertures are 
usefully wide. Crushed velour isa 
nice seat covering for saloons, but 
we can’t help wondering how it 
will look and feel after a soaking 
during a topless motorway trip. 

Oddments’ space is good by 
any standard, with a lockable 
glovebox, centre armrest bin and 
small door-armrest pockets. A 
useful feature is the removable 
rear wall in the boot, which 
extends the rather meagre lug- 
gage capacity into the car itself, 
where more space can be gained 
by using the individually folding 
rear-seat backrests. 

The air-blending heater’s flow 
is controlled by vertical sliders for 
temperature and distribution, but 
our test car’s output was biased 
towards the passenger’s side, and 
it could not achieve a completely 
cold setting. Adding to the prob- 
lem, heat soaked through from 
the engine to make the interior 
uncomfortably warm when 
stationary, and accentuating the 
lingering. smell of glass-fibre 
resin. Ram flow through the 
eyeball vents is good, and the 
two-speed fan’s assistance at 
other times is peaceful. Position- 
ing of the vents is not ideal for the 
driver, but the outer pair can be 
directed at the side-door window 
for demisting; quite what~ one 
does about wintertime demisting 
of the hood’s rear windows and 
sidescreens we don’t know. 

At low speeds, the throbbing 
exhaust is the dominant source of 
noise, closely rivalled by rough- 
road creaking from the hood, 
around the window frames. At 
higher speeds, wind noise domi- 
nates the by-now pleasant burble 


of the exhaust. Mechanical noise | 


is low and the suspension quiet, 
but our test car had a particularly 
prominent alternator whine and a 
noisy electric cooling fan. Of 
course, with the roof down, these 
minor irritations are blown away, 
leaving the Scimitar gliding along 
to the accompaniment of only the 
exhaust’s happy V6 murmur. 
Traditional British sports cars 
are expected to ride firmly, and 
the Scimitar’s no exception. The 
snag is, while the front suspen- 
sion is solid and uncompromising, 
that at the rear allows the car to 
bounce and pitch over undula- 
tions — particularly when they 
synchronise with the suspen- 
sion’s rhythm. It’s disappointing 
— especially considering the 
number of suspension revisions 
made to the Scimitar range since 


RELIANT SCIMITAR GTC 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £96.50 (fitting 3.25hr) 

exhaust £164.86 (Thr) 

headlamp units £31.80, £22.25 (0, oh) 
front bumper £63.07 (4hr) 


laminated windscreen £106.56 (0.5hr) 
Fitting times for GTE 3litre; new 2.8 may vary 


oil filter (no points) £5.85 (0.5hr) 
major service 6000 miles (4.5hr) 


Insurance group 9/special terms 
Warranty 12 months/12,000 miles 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles® 
Loss of value £727 

Capital interest £613 

New-cost inflation £1321, 
Total standing costs=£2661 (22.2p per mile 
Running costs 


Petrol (£1.38 per gal) £625 | 
Insurance (av) £490, 

Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £297 

Total running costs=£1498 (12.5p. per mil 
Total cost of ownership £4159 (34.7p per mil 


Reliant Scimitar GTC 
VW Golf GLi | 


BMW 3231 Cabriolett 
Porsche 924'Lux (4-speed) 
Saab 900 Turbo 3-door | 
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/ACCELERATION times in sec oa BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 


/'MPH_ | THROUGH IN TOP GEAR | O/D TOP dbrake 40% ] T Best nee 4 95%| Consumption — normal range 
GEARS 80 mu SR AS short journeys in the suburbs 19mpg 
| brisk driving, mixed roads 26mpg 
es tie entle driving — | d 
a g ving — rural roads 30mpg 
ro motorway — 7Omph cruising 31mpg 
60 = =I Typical mpg overall 26¥eampg 
t 5 realistic tank range 480 miles/18gal 
50 eo Consumption at steady speeds ~ 4th O/D 
& > 30mph 39%mpg 46mpg 
40 +$3 56mph 34¥empg 36%empg 
as 70mph 27¥%mpg 31mpg 
30 Loo} 100mph 17%mpg 21%mpg 
99 «dial Leister mak een | SAFETY CHECKS 0O=factory fitted option 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 steering: energy head restraints: front? O 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within absorbing? Yes rear? =O 
TOP SPEEDS central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) good road ‘feel’? No __ interior: well padded? No 
brakes: powerful? Yes _w/screen: laminated? Yes 
| max engine speed Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop sensible effort? Yes doors: childproof? N/A 
used 6000rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) fade resistant? Yes latches crashproof? Yes 
/ max in top 5600rpm; belts: effective? Yes petrol: shielded 
Standing % mile 45lb at start; 45Ib in constant use; 56Ib in severe use convenient? No filler? Yes 
_17.7sec Watersplash 64lb at first, 1 stop to recover fitted in rear? Yes protected tank? No 
| PH AKE VERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE(£ cc MPG MPH GEARS(SEC) GEAR (SEC % G/LB FT/IN FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE 
11,530 2792 2612 116 10.4 18.2 95/70 14’ 6%" 42 3612 242/40¥2 
7010 1588 32% 110 9.5 20.7 95/55 12’ 6Y4" 40% 4 38% 334/33 
10,814 2315 26% 120 9.0 17.8 93/40 14’ 34," 40% 38% 4/31% 
9873 1984 30% 125s 9.4 19.8 95/50 13' 84%" 46 24 V2 4/31 
10,537 1985 26% 120* 9.1 19.7/14.5 100/50 15’ 6Y2" 39% 39 34/34 V2 
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its Prnductio. Sad, too, to 5 teal 
the traditional sports-car vice of 
‘scuttle shake’ persisting, despite 
considerable efforts made to 
strengthen the cross-bar behind 
the facia. Though the effect is 
doubtless exaggerated by the firm 
suspension, many buyers will 
prefer facia vibrations to a wal- 
lowing saloon-car ride. Other- 
wise, we were impressed by the 
generally creak-free nature of the 
bodywork.’ 


How strong 

Glass-fibre reinforced plastic 
(grp) body panels cannot rust and, 
though there’s no special protec- 
tion for the box-section steel 
chassis, its heavy-gauge, sturdy 
construction should ensure a long 
life. There’s an almost total 
absence of external brightwork to 
get scruffy, and a ‘gravel- 
resistant’ tape is used along sill 
bottoms to minimise stone chip- 
ping. The number of older Sci- 
mitars still on Britain’s roads con- 
firms their rugged build and abil- 
ity to outlast many a conventional 
steel-bodied car. 

Against these long-term 
benefits must be set the slightly 
rippled appearance of grp panels, 
and the minor surface cracks and 
crazing that can appear around 
areas of stress — though none had 
yet shown on our 8000-mile old 
test car. 

Glass-fibre bumpers, front and 
rear, should absorb minor 
knocks, but they are bolted 
directly on to the bodywork, mak- 
ing major bumps potentially 
expensive. And the deep chin 
spoiler that forms part of the front 
bumper demands a certain 
amount of ground clearance when 
parking in a deeply kerbed bay 

. Self-adhesive rubbing strips 
along the doors and side panels 
help protect the paintwork from 
clumsy carpark neighbours. 

Specialist cars have a some- 
times deserved reputation for 


poor reliability, but the Scimitar | 


should be an exception thanks to 
its use of mass-produced running 
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gear. Our test car’s one or two 
failings were in the bodywork: the 
passenger’s door being reluctant 
to open, and the heater’s temper- 
ature control impossibly stiff. 


How safe 

Although the tyres are normal- 
profile, modestly wide fabric- 
braced radials, their grip is sur- 
prisingly good; even in the wet it 
takes a fairly clumsy driver to 
induce wheelspin. 

Should the worst happen, the 
Scimitar would probably fare bet- 
ter than its kit-car image might 
suggest. It’s comforting to see 
plenty of deformable bodywork 
ahead of the front wheels. We 
consider the GTC’s rollover bar 
to be a must for any open car — 
especially as it also helps to stif- 
fen the bodywork — and we 
wonder why more manufacturers 
don’t fit them. 

We’re less happy with the posi- 
tioning of the fuel tank at the 
extreme rear of the car, even 
though the only alternative site 
would encroach on the useful 
space behind the rear seats. The 
front seatbelts are of the type 
that’s best put on before the doors 
are closed, but they do fit well. 

Convertibles inevitably have to 
compromise on safety: visibility 
is usually poor where the hood 
joins the door pillars, and the 
Scimitar’s Vybak rear window 
does not give as clear a view as 


glass. The hood’s frame also Das & a 


number of unpadded metal pro- 
jections at head level, the retain- 
ing catches on top of the 
windscreen header rail being the 
most threatening. 

On the other hand, the Scimitar 
does help to avoid accidents hap- 
pening: with its good brakes (even 
the handbrake gives a 40% stop), 
and forgiving handling, the car 
does nothing untoward when 
pressed to its limit — even though 
it does feel lively on bumpy roads. 


How much 

There’s no doubt that the GTC is 
expensive to buy. Our test car 
had almost every available extra 
fitted, bringing its cost up to 
£12,600. By comparison, the con- 
vertible Volkswagen Golf GLi 
costs £6852, and even the BMW 
323i Cabriolet costs considerably 
less than the Scimitar GTC. It 
won’t be cheap to insure, either, 
but there are compensations: 
depreciation may be heavy at 
first, but it’s likely to be less of a 
problem as the car gets older, 
while many of its contemporary 
mass-produced rivals rust into 
early graves; servicing and repair 
costs, too, should be minimal, 
thanks to Ford. 

Judged in relation to the Sci- 
mitar’s engine size, performance 
and surprisingly heavy 26cwt 
kerbweight, our overall fuel con- 
sumption of 26/4mpg is credit- 
able. Its thirst when cruising at 
steady speeds is even better, 
reflecting .the wisdom of high 
gearing allied to a ‘torquey’ 


engine. Only when subjected to. 


short journeys does the fuel con- 
sumption plummet to under the 
20mpg mark. 

Befitting its grand-touring 
status, the Scimitar has a range 
approaching 500 miles on a tank- 
ful of 4-star. Servicing intervals 
occur at modest 6000-mile inter- 
vals, and traditionalists will 
approve of the retention of greas- 
ing points. 


Verdict 

If you’re looking for a British con- 
vertible grand tourer for four, this 
is the bargain-basement offer. 
Aston Martin’s V8 Volante will do 
the same job for £42,000. . . ifyou 
can Ba hold of this reserved-for- 


export model; and Bristol’s 412/S2 
is a modestly priced £33,000. . . if 
you like its no-option auto box, 
Trade down from either of these, 
and you’ll think the GTC’s price- 
tag reasonable. 

It might just be, however, that 
you’re trading up, from the Sci- 
mitar’s tin-top rival, the Ford 
Capri 3000S, in which case you 
may at first begrudge the extra 
£5000 for the Scimitar’s soft top, 
boot and overdrive. But lower the 
hood, get on the open road, and 
such petty considerations blow out 
of the cockpit. With its rougher 
edges out of sight and earshot, and 
its proud owner in full sight of all 
humbler motorists, the brutal- 
looking GTC does more for its 
driver’s ego than any rival from 
Dagenham. 

For that, we’d learn to live with 
its faults. 


ENGINE i 
Type and size front-mounted V6 
water-cooled; 93mm _ borex68.5mm 
stroke=2792cc; 4 main bearings with iron 
block/head 

Compression ratio 9.2:1 

Valve gear gear-driven camshaft with 
pushrods and rockers 

Fuel system single twin-venturi down- 
draught Solex-Pierburg carburettor with 
automatic choke fed by mechanical pump 
from 20gal tank, with low fuel-level warn- 
ing lamp 

Max power (DIN-net) + 
135bhp at 5,20Crpm . 
Max torque (DIN-net) 152/bft at 
3,000rpm | 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 9%2in diaphragm spring, singill 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; pedal 
load/travel: 451b/6in 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse, Overdrive on third and top gear. 
Ratios: first 3.16:1, second 1.95:1,third 
1.41:1, o/d third 1.1:1, i 1:1, o/d top 
0.78:1, and reverse 3. 35:1 

Final drive hypoid bevel 3.54:1 to rear 
wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 20.6 in top gear, 26. ; 
in o/d top 

CHASSIS he 
Suspension — front: independent wish 
bones and coil springs, anti-roll bar. Rear: 
live axle with coil springs, located by trail- 
ing arms and a transverse Watts linkage. 
Dampers: telescopic all round 

Steering power-assisted rack and pinion 
with 2¥2 turns between full locks. Turni 
circles average 40¥Veft between kerbs, with 
48ft in response to one turn of wheel 
Wheels 5/2J pressed steel with 185HR14 
radial-ply tyres; alloy optional extra (Dun- 
lop SP Sport on test car) 

Brakes dual, line hydraulics, discs front, 
drums rear with vacuum servo; warning 
lamps for line failure and brake-pad wear 


All measurements in yen << 


overall width 5ft 7%in — | 
overall height 4ft 4in 
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in difference between Ordina 
top Book price condition for 3yr.old caron trade-in 


Whilst still enjoying lively car in remarkable trim 


Only a thoroughly rust proofed car that’s meant to stay 
rustfree no matter what, stands to gain between £400 and 
£600 MORE for ‘top end’ book price on trade-in. So it pays to 
yl_rustproofing. 

LLS OFF RUST. (Only rust proofer, that does 
according to tests by one of world’s biggest oil companies.) 
Activation come-back no longer a problem. 

Rust Gnaws Upwards. Finnigan's found erosion spores at 
every assembly stage in stripped down new and used cars. 
Rust gnaws upwards. Surface ‘bubbles’ defy: scraping, 
overpainting. MORE of the infernal stuff lurks UNDERneath! 
Waxoyl Spray plan covers every underbody rust trap, every 
rust menace of road and weather. Because you do-it-yourself 
and it’s your car, it'll be yet another THOROUGH Waxoy! 


consider vos 
DEFINITELY 


REPORTS after 
FOUR WINTERS 


“No rust on visible 
WAXOYL treated areas” 


LAING 
off-shore’s 
largest Rig 
uses 
- WAXOYL on 
sea- washed 
equipment 


NORTH 


a 


ICI recommend « 
WAXOYL | 
for brine 
circulation —¥% 
pipes 


Pay by Access/Barclay/Trust 
Card. No charge (Quote No) 
Use 24HR. phone. Callers wel- 
come Mon to Fri., 9 AM to 


rustproofin 
£85+VAT (mostly for labour) Get Waxoyl now. 


Firstly because WAXOYL 


rake cables, Inherent lubricant is no bad thing 


ride pleasure, rebuild road worthiness. 
Out lasts engine life. 

Year After Year Protection ignore pal 
ous road pets rust-loaded Winter conditi 
ent to wet, stic 


panels: all sweat-prone areas. 


Powerful airless spray 
up to 8ft.long feeds 
direct from 


“SUPER JUMBO” System complete with all attachments. Power Spray adjust- 
able from fine to extremely powerful 8ft Jet. Cranked Extension sprays here, 
there and everywhere, including hollow sections. Adjusts for large areas ‘‘fan.’ 
spray. PROBE EXTENSION for hard to get at areas. 

Full 360° spray from 5mm dia nozzle. No bare patches (as with ‘pin hole’ and 
‘Wand’ types.) Order ‘JUMBO’ along with Waxoyl 

‘Tadpole’ Molecules ba Micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble tadpoles. 
Magnetic pull in electrically charged properties sink tails into metal pores. 
Rust-laden air moisture skedaddles within SECONDS of contact, Tadpole heads 
seal off locked-in molecules. Link, chain-like into continuous flexible, water 
repellant skin Waxoyl never stops working! Re-knits-if punctured by flying grit 
etc., Ceaseless activating molecules in Waxoyl skin creep across exposed metal. 
Torn edges merge, hold “proud car owner” condition 

Salt & Water Spray Tests Independent tests by the score sorts out rustproofers 
like nothing else. Swiss Govt's test, again in corrosive (40°C) atmospheres, and 


job. At one Tenth of professional Centrés 


Old Car? New Vigour! if there's metal to protect, Waxoy! will 
peciens it, eg., load-bearing chassis members, ao points, 
Kt ing for suspension 

i psil dla on Labret oot lt ‘tired’ meng 
Cal insulation. Spray plugs, distributor, battery terminals, for Pye S>.- >: Mae 
easy-wet weather starting, save fuel. Helps recapture smooth Pyépra ab il 
ne spraying does it! § 

grit, slush, vici- ‘ 
ons. Be indiffer- 


| y, Summer days’ condensation rust moisture 
dripping onto raw metal edges within box sections, sills, door 


HOLD CAR IN 


‘PROUD OWNER’ 


Condition 
ALL WAXOYL PROOFED AND 


RUST FREE ! 


Easy and Fun todo! 
Needed With WEW/ SUPER JUMBO’ 


\ “yy 


Check with trade-in prices. 4 


listed in’ MOTOR; WHAT CAR?’ ETC. 


TRIAL OFFER: 500m (.88 pt.) TIN for your trigger 
oil can test. behind chrome strips or brush-on 
door edges, free brake linkages etc., Watch 
Waxoyl ‘chase’ water off simple metal strip 
Quite amazing! Send £1.64. Post Free. 


Most up to date Rust Inhibitor. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 
RUSTPROOFING 


with FINNIGAN’S Fast Working 
New, Adjustable Trigger 
operated ‘SUPER JUMBO’ 
Applicator 
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JUMBO’ 


works FOUR times 
faster than any 
other trigger operated 
design. Feeds direct from 
Waxoyl can. Pull trigger 
to load. Let fly! 

No mess. No waste. 


FINNIGANS LTD (DRW) 
Eltringham Wks. PRUDHOE, 
Northumberland, Ph. 0661-32411 
Rush my order (please tick box) | 


COMBINE with oxygen and water, some rival rustproofers disintegrate. Swiss 
Gov't tests report: an “Metal unchanged.” This is music to Finnigans. 
Good news for you! Get Waxoyl to be sure. Gain that marvellous ‘Book’ price i 
BONUS on trade-in! 


Why Big World Users Trust Waxoy! O 5 litre 045 Gal 

“Most satisfactory” says Chrysler Centre, Basle. “No sign of corrosion on '72 010 litre CJUMBO j 
car. Does inhibit existing rust’ (Veteran Motorists Mag) ‘‘Fantastic’” says 20 litre CAer’st 

Citroen Car Club. “Coating still intact in corrosive sea air’ NSW Australia j 60 litre Atrial 

Fer . mip yt pag ware . protect car’’ a Mag) vd yr = — j 
jooks less than half its age’ “Clean, easy application. No after cleaning” / 

Swiss Auto Racin AG) On marine dievel oll tanks, Waxoyl excellent” Encl Cho/POAMO cash S27 oars sa 1 
Westerly Marine, Portsmouth) “Excellent Part ex after 15 months. Car abso- Name 

utely rust free. No garage” (Llandudno) Brint CABS eee é 
Order direct. All prices include carriage and VAT. SMALL CAR: 5 Litre © pgarocs 


(1.1 gal.) £8.20. BIG CAR: 10 Litre (2.2 gal.) £13.70. 20 Litre (4.4 gal.) i mbatie dhitea se ] 
Drum £23.10. 60 Litre £62.81. 45 gal. £199.65. ‘JUMBO‘ £4.09 Post 


ain up to £600 Bonu 


ry‘and Dealers’ 


4.30 PM five minute salt sprays every hour until metal breaks down. Because they fio, 70z. Waxoyl Aerosol £1.61. Post Free 


© Despatch usually per return. Finnigan’s Ltd. (0 RW) Prudhoe NE42 6LP Ph. 0661 32411 


Time: 7.30am. Place: Dover 
Problem: Shattered Windscreen 


Regd. Office 354180 (England) j 


oP BE ring Silver Shield-Britain's the information you need 
= _ fastest growing network to summon up speedy NO PROBL EM THA WKS 
TO SILVER SHIELD 


of windscreen replacement reliable help when you 
need it most, and when 
you don't want to get 
taken for aride. 


specialists. Our 
distinctive Black, Red and 
Silver radio controlled 
vans are on Call 24 hours a 
day, and carry replacements for 
most makes of Car. 

Well give you a firm 
competitive quote for the jab, 
prompt, expert assistance anda 
fully guaranteed replacement. 
What's more, all our mobile units 
are equipped with heavy duty 
\industrial vacuum Cleaners so 
that the glass fragments go into 
the bag-not into your 
upholstery or paintwork. 

Don't wait till it’s too late, 
act now, cut out and post the . 
coupon for your FREE Instant 
Distress card. It carries all 


It doesn't matter whether 
ou're dashing to catch the car 
srry to take the family on 
oliday, or running late fora 
ressing business appointment, 
ou Can guarantee that a 
vattered windscreen always 
appens at the wrong moment. 

At best it’s inconvenient, 

t worst its an expensive and 
‘ustrating disaster, and even 
ore annoying a badly fitted 
2placement can cause problems 
yr years after. 

So if your screen goes, just 


\ i] 
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Iver Shield Windscreens. National Freefone 2278 (via the operator) or find usin $ BE 8 6 Se 
allow Pages. SS SS CS AS OS CS SS | 
Please send me details of the Silver 


ach of the following control centres will provide a service throughout their respective 
allow Page area (approx 30 mile radius) 

righton (0273) 594553 Bristol (0272) 655357 Colchester Braintree (0376) 24787 Coventry 
203) 661122 Cornwall Truro (0872) 560321 Exeter (0392) 77606 Glasgow (041)641 7575 
loucester Swindon (0793) 30958 Leicester (0533) 546723 London North West (01) 9070055 _ - 
orth (01) 803 4823 South West & South (01) 898 8273 East & South East (01) 590 4718 Manchester 
orth Rochdale (0706) 53233 Northampton (0604) 585555 Oxford Gerrards Cross (02813) 84321 
eading Gerrards Cross (02813) 84321 Southend Braintree (0376) 24787 Taunton (0823) 412059 
uildford FREEFONE 2278 Bedford FREEFONE 2278 

number of additional centres are due to open shortly and contact can be established by 
ialling 100 and asking the operator for FREEFONE 2278 


FREEFONE 2278 


Shield Windscreen Replacement 
Service, together with my FREE 
instant Distress Card. 


Address 
D 
Silver Shield Windscreens. 
National Headquarters, i | 
38-42 Holbrook Lane, . 


A - 
Silver /S)Shield 
‘ ke desiceer ro Coventry. (0203) 661311 
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Isthere any future for the 
British motor industry ?... 


by Graham Turner 


‘Within 10 years, there will be 
only five major car manufacturers 


left in the world.’ 
Will any of them 
be British? 
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THE _FIRST PAIR Of Ford cars 
arrived in Britain from Detroit in 
1903, but it was not until 1911 that 
the Ford Motor Company (Eng- 
land) was established and home 
production of the legendary 
Model T began at Trafford Park, 
Manchester. Sister-plants were 
set up in Germany and France, 
and, in the UK, not even war 
could interrupt production. On 
the contrary, production in Man- 
chester was stepped up to 100 
cars a day and the company built 
tanks, too. By 1925, the company 
was on the move to Dagenham. 
7’ The replacement for the legend 

came in 1927 — the hefty, 3.3litre 
Model A. But Ford was soon 
thinking small again, with the 
launch in 1932 of the 8hp Model 
hy Y,the smallest Ford yet. Models 
14. then came thick and fast: the 
um V8 18F, the CX de 


From Alex Brummer 
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The Chrysler Corp 
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Luxe, Popular (a £100 version of 
the Y), Prefects and Anglias. 

World War 2, and Dagenham 
gave up cars to make military veh- 
icles. By 1945, Ford had pro- 
duced 360,000 fighting and trans- 
port vehicles, 262,000 V8 
engines, 34,000 Merlin aero 
engines, and had increased its 
workforce to 34,000. 

The pre-war V8 was 
relaunched in 1947 in the form of 
the 34litre Pilot, but the big fuel- 
guzzler was not a winner in this 
austere period. In 1950, it was 
replaced by two all-new cars, the 
Mk 1 Consul and the Zephyr/ 
Zodiac, which transformed 
Ford’s UK image with their 
transatlantic styling, speed and 
comfort. Changes were also being 
made to the bottom of the ‘sit up 
and beg’ range, and the lowline 
New Anglia and Prefect were 
launched in 1953. 

In 1962, a medium-sized car 
with the name Cortina was 
launched, along with revamped 
Zephyrs and Zodiacs, and it was 
the Cortina that was destined to 
be Ford’s star: the Mk1 became a 
million-seller within four years. 
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N AN UNCERTAIN world, one thing al 

least is certain: motor cars, of one kin 
or another, are going to be with us for a 
very long time. The question is, how 
many of them will be British? ‘ 

The answer — sadly — will not be 
decided in Longbridge, nor in 
Dagenham, nor even, for that matter, in 
Detroit; it will be decided in Takaoka and 
Zama, and the other great Toyota and 
Nissan car plants in Japan. For no one in 
the British motor industry is now in any 
doubt that it is the Japanese who are set- 
ting the pace for the entire world motor 
industry. 

If you find that difficult to believe, go to 
Ford of Europe’s headquarters at War- 
ley, in Essex and meet Bill Hayden, its 
director of manufacturing. Ford is easily 
the most efficient car maker in Gt Britain, 
and Hayden is one of its best men — a 
shrewd, cool businessman who has been 
around the motor industry along time and 
doesn’t easily get excited. 

Hayden has just come back from 
Japan, and is frankly horrified by what he 
found there. Why? 

‘Because, deep down,’ he says, ‘I had 
to wonder how the hell we at Ford have 
managed to get so far behind without 
even realising it!’ 

Ford doesn’t readily give best to any- 
body, but, so far as Hayden is concerned, 
the figures are irrefutable — and they add 
up to the fact that, on present perfor- 
mance, Ford simply cannot compete with 
the big Japanese companies. That’s why, 
today — like BL in Britain — Ford US is 
reluctantly considering a plan to join 
them, in a deal that would have Ameri- 


A history of Britain—in cars 


That was followed by the Escort, 
in 1968, with the Capri hard on its 
heels. (The Capri, by the way, 
was pushed into Britain by Ford 
US, because the somewhat- 
similar Mustang had been a suc- 
cess there: British marketing men 
wanted to sell the Corsair instead 
— and how wrong they were.) 
The next decade saw three 
more versions of the Cortina, the 
Consul/Granada range, a new 
Capri and Escort (and yet another 
due, any day), and, back full- 
circle to Ford’s first small car 
since the 1930s, the Fiesta. 
Ford is now the UK leader in 
sales of cars, commercial vehicles 
and tractors ... and Britain’s 
biggest car-importer, too. 
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LIONEL MARTIN built his first car 
in 1913, but it was not until his 
cars achieved success in 1920s 
Aston Clinton hill-climbs that 
two halves of the names united as 


Aston Martin. In the intervening 
decade, however, the company 
had built only 100 cars, and by 
1925 the name was handed to A C 
Bertelli. He used his own, 1500cc 
overhead-camshaft engine, and 
this powered Astons until 1940. 
After the war, the company 
passed to the David Brown Trac- 
tor Group, which at the same time 
also took over Lagonda. This 
provided a superb twin- 
overhead-cam 24litre engine, 
designed by W O Bentley, and 
turned Astons into a real force at 
Le Mans. It also gave birth to the 
DB Series, running from 1 to 6, 
with a 160mph DBS V8 in 1969. 
In 1974, the company was back 
in financial straits, and was 
bought out by a consortium 
headed by American Peter 
Sprague and Canadian George 
Minden. A decade of strength fol- 
lowed, with waiting lists for Van- 
tages, Volantes and Lagondas — 
and, only months ago, a takeover 
bid for dying MG. Sadly, how- 
ever, this July saw Aston Martin 
backing out of the MG plan. AM 
is once again drawing in its 
horns... } r 


i 
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cans building Toyota cars in Detroit fac- 
tories that Ford has had to close. And 
why Ford already owns 25% of the Toyo 
Kogyo company — Japanese makers of 
Mazda cars. 

The productivity gap between Ford 
and the Japanese, says Hayden, is now so 
enormous that, if Ford UK manned to 
Japanese levels, it would employ only 
30,000 people in this country, instead of 
| the present 76,000. That, plus massive 
| capital investment in robots, is one 
reason why the Japanese can currently 
produce and sell a Cortina-type car for 
£1000 cheaper than Ford. But far from 
dumping their cars in Britain, adds Bill 
Hayden, the Japanese make even more 
profit on them here than they do in J apan: 
the Datsun Cherry, for example, which is 
on the market in Japan for a pre-tax 
£1661, sells here for £2221 before taxes. 

Nor is there very much doubt about the 
Japanese car makers’ long-term inten- 
tions, as I discovered when I went to 
| Japan myself. At the end of an eight-day 
tour of the big Nissan plants, and feeling 
stunned by the effortless efficiency of it 
all, I said to one of Datsun’s young 
executives that within 10 years there 
probably would be only five major car 
manufacturers left in the world — Gen- 
eral Motors and Ford in the US, Toyota 
and Nissan in Japan, and, 
_if we were lucky, one in Europe. The man 
from Datsun smiled faintly for an instant. 
_*Morgan?’ he suggested. 

Where does all this leave our own car 
'makers? Despite Michael Edwardes’ 
efforts, BL clearly is in an appallingly 
difficult situation. It is not merely that its 
' share of the British market has declined 
| during the last decade; its share of the 


Economic barometer; 


Unsold cars stockpiled 


an airfield at 


Radlett, Hertfordshire 


European market is now so modest 
(around 1%) that it no longer even 
appears on the charts kept by companies 
such as Renault. 

So far as overall volumes are con- 
cerned, it comes as quite a shock to real- 
ise that, in 1979, BL turned out only 
70,000 more cars than Mercedes-Benz 
(503,000 to 433,000) — a ‘specialist’ man- 
ufacturer at the top end of the market; in 
1971, British Leyland was out-producing 
Mercedes by three cars to one (886,000 to 
284,000). 

Ask some BL senior executives to look 
five years ahead, and they put forward 


Graham Turner is a freelance writer and broadcaster on the British motor industry, and author of The Leyland Papers (Eyre and Spottiswood). 


two unofficial scenarios, one pessimistic 
and one optimistic: 

First, the good news. ‘So far as I can 
see,’ says one of BL’s top men, ‘the best 
is that, by 1985, we shall be a largely 
domestic producer, with three basic 
model lines — the Mini Metro and its 
successors; the LC10 range (a medium 
car due to replace the Ital/Marina, 
Allegro, Maxi and Dolomite models in 
1983); and anew Jaguar range. Of course, 
the Land-Rover and Range Rover would 
go on, but the top end of the LC10 range 
and bottom of the Jaguar range would 
cater for the other markets that Rover 
currently supplies.’ 

The bad news? ‘Those parts of BL that 
have survived by 1985 will be linked up 
with other manufacturers. One of the 


B= options is to develop an even closer tie-up 


July 1980 


with Honda [next year, BL starts 
g assembling and selling the Bounty, a new 
s Honda of roughly Ford Escort-size], 
= though that may provoke political opposi- 
s tion from other European manufacturers. 
9 Alternatively, BL could seek a marriage 
* with a major Continental car maker.’ And 
he implies that BL is urgently pursuing 
that possibility. 

One thing no BL man will commit him- 
self to is which scenario is the likelier. 
The more hard-headed executives in the 
motor-component industry, on the other 
hand, have little doubt. 

‘Unless it can find a really good link 
with someone,’ says a director of one of 
BL’s biggest component suppliers, ‘I 
don’t give it any chance at all. It won’t go 
out of existence this year or next, if only 
because it and the government are bound 
to give the new Mini Metro a run. But 
beyond that, I think that BL is bound to 
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| THE NAME ‘VAUXHALL’ derives 
from an adventurous Norman 


soldier called Fulk le Breant, 

hired by King John to do a variety 
of dirty deeds. A social climber, 

he was rewarded with a house by 
the Thames known as Fulk’s Hall 
— corrupted over the years to 
Vauxhall. It is also likely that the 


| gent chose the mythical griffin for 
| his coat of arms; and in 1857, 

_ when Scottish engineer Alexan- 
_ der Wilson set up in business at 


the Vauxhall Iron Works in south 


_ London, he took the griffin as his 


: 
; 


nny badge 
It wasn’t, awedér, until 1903 
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that the Vauxhall Iron Works 
produced a car — a one-cylinder 
two-seater that could reach 
25mph. Two years later the fac- 
tory moved to Luton, and in 1908, 
it produced a 20hp car known as 
the A Type — a success then and 
a legend today. By 1910, Vaux- 
hall was building six-cylinder cars 
for the wealthy, and production 
continued up to World War 1. 

The company concentrated on 
cars for the War Office until 1918, 
then revived a smaller model — 
the 14/40. But sales were terrible, 
and the firm poured good money 
after bad, investing in all kinds of 
motor sport. In 1925, it was 
acquired by the American Gen- 
eral Motors ... and overnight 
Vauxhall’s direction was changed 
from catering for the wealthy to 
looking after the rest of us. 

The 1930s saw_ ever-less- 
expensive Vauxhalls, and, in 
1933, you could buy its i2hp car 
for only £195: the Light Six 
picked up 40% of the UK market. 
Between 1933 and 1934, output 
doubled to an annual 20, 000 cars, 
turnover rose to £7million, and 


the workforce to 6000 — all ina 
major recession. 

In 1937, Vauxhall plunged into 
the competitive 10hp market, 
risking millions on the first UK 
car to have no separate chassis 
(the way all cars are made today). 

A new era dawned in 1948, as 
the company began its biggest 
expansion programme, and the 
1951 Velox and Wyvern E Types 
ushered in curved windscreens 
and sideways opening bonnets. A 
year later, new  short-stroke 
engines were added, and the 
Cresta appeared as the top car of 
the fleet. An all-new model in 
1957 — the first Victor — became 
Britain’s No 1 export car. 

In 1975, the little Chevette 
heralded a new era. Like Ford, 
GM began producing the same 
cars in Britain (Vauxhall) and W 
Germany (Opel), and today only 
the Chevette is UK-built; the rest 
of the range is assembled here 
from imported Opel kits. Even 
with these included, however, 
Vauxhall ranks only fourth in the 
UK car-sales league . . . behind 
even the French PSA group. 


hand Decauville, 
Paithat might have 
y | been the end of 


1904 his first ¢ car sea to the roads 


of Manchester ... and orders 
were taken for two more cars. 

Meanwhile, Charles Rolls was 
making a success of his show- 
room, selling Panhards. A third|| | 
party arranged the historic meet- | 
ing of the pair on 4 May 1904./|| | 
Royce would build, Rolls would 
sell, and the cars must be called |}; 
Rolls-Royce. 

In 1905, the company marketed 
a 10hp for £395, a 1Shp for £500, a 
20hp car for £650 and a 30hp six- 
cylinder model at £890, but the 
range was quickly simplified to 2 
that exclusive job at the top of 
the tree — the Silver Ghost. 

During World War _1, 
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start running out of road.’ In his view, it is 
significant that the BL board still has not 
given the go-ahead for the LC10 range. 

This, he thinks, means that it is not going 
to be given, the necessary money by the 
government, and that it is ‘looking for 
another way out as hard as it can’. 

Nor does he, and others, believe that 
BL can look for salvation in a closer 
alliance with Honda. ‘I favour the idea of 
a Japanese tie-up,’ he says, ‘but I don’t 
regard the Honda link as significant. If it 
were one of the big Japanese companies 
— Toyota or Nissan — I would take a lot 
more notice. 

“When you look at it, Honda hasn’t 
made any significant commitment to 
becoming a European company. So far as 
I can see, its deal with BL gives it a ‘“Tro- 
jan horse’’ into Europe. I don’t see the 
arrangement going much further.’ 

In terms of mass-market models, BL 
simply doesn’t have the scale that the 
1980s will demand. Producers of popular 
cars will have to sell 400,000 a year of 
each of their models to make a decent 
return; BL, with a/otal output last year of 
only just over 500,000, is unlikely to be in 
that league. There is also worry about the 
future prospects for BL’s more- 
prestigious marques. Jaguar needs a new 
model, and production there goes on fal- 
ling; to some critics, Rover’s forward 
planning appears to lack a winning for- 
mula. And few can see where the money 
is going to come from to build that side of 
BL’s business. 

Nor is it believed that import controls 
offer any way out: try to restrain imports 


Ralls-Royces were used as 


Camargue was added to the fleet, 


Honda , s Prelude —_ 


of Japanese cars, and the Europeans will 
come in to take their place. Try to reduce 
the import of all foreign cars, and what 
will happen to dealers who now depend 
on them for their livelihood? Far too big a 
slice of the British market is already in 
foreign hands to make import controls 
practical politics. 

So far as many people in the industry 
are concerned, however, Ford of Europe 
is an entirely different matter. Its US par- 
ent may be passing through rough waters, 
and it may itself be agonising over 
whether it has the remotest chance of 
catching the Japanese; but its future 
model range looks to be on target suc- 
cessfully for the decade ahead. 

At present, Ford of Europe offers five 


models — the Fiesta. Escort, Cortina, 


Darracq under one banner by 


BL’s Bounty. But is it a Trojan horse in disguise? 


“h 
Capri and Granada. The signs are that the © 
Capri will shortly be dropped, and that ~ 
the eventual replacement for the Granada ~ 
will simply be a stretched version of the © 
Cortina — a few inches longer than the 
replacement Cortina, but not so wide as’ 
the existing Granada. This will effec-~ 
tively give Ford a three-model range — 
the right recipe for the competitive and 
capital-hungry 1980s. 7 
Where will Ford produce them? 
Unhappily it is unlikely that the company ‘ 
will prefer Britain to, say, Belgium or 
Germany for any major new investment™ 
in car-assembly capacity. On the other 
hand, the shrinkage in the Ford range is” 
likely to affect its Continental plants 
more than its British factories: after all, — 
neither the Capri nor the Granada is pro-_ 


at Malvern, and the model 


%, staff and armoured cars, and 
»\_\ civil production resumed in 


1919 with few changes. A 
“> brought in, and this 20hp car 


lighter model subsequently was 
) 


Gy went to a steady stream of cus- 
tomers until 1925, when the first 
ge of six Phantom models founded a 
line that continues today. 
1929 Phantom II was the last of 
the giant sixes, with 7668cc under 
its bonnet; a lightweight form, it 
reached 100mph. 

Rolls-Royce didn’t like the 
competition from the 8litre Bent- 
ley, and bought out the struggling 
firm in 1931. 

By World War 2, the Phantom 
was powered by a V12 engine, a 
spin-off from the company’s aero 
interests. Through the war, tank 
and aircraft engines were built; 
car production resumed in 1946; 
with a new 4/4litre Bentley Mk VI 
and Silver Wraith. 

The Silver Cloud took over the 
sales from 1955 to 1966, and was 
eventually fitted with a 6.2litre V8 
engine; but it took the company 
until the Silver Shadow launch, in 
1966, to dispense with a chassis. 
Them, the big V8 grew to 
/ 6.7litres and the name Corniche 
was revived for a more-sporting 

image. Later, the 


The: 


ensuring that Rolls-Royce would 

continue to build some of the 

world’s most costly cars. 
Expense was no object to sales, 


and, until this year, prospective ~ 


buyers have had to wait up to two 
years for their car. Ominously, in 
recent months R-R has admitted 
that anyone with £40,000 can 
have acar virtually ‘off the shelf’. 


THE TALBOT 
name goes 
back to Cle- 
ment Talbot, 
who began his 
UK career in 
1903 with badge-engineered 
French Clements. But the Sun- 
beam name. goes back even 
further — to 1887 and a bicycle 
company. The first UK Talbot 
was marketed in 1906, but it was 
some years before the car became 
a British product. 

Meanwhile, in 1927, Humber 
decided to. buy up its neighbour 
Hillman, and Commer. In France, 
the Darracq company bought out 


1935. In 1938 Rootes restructured 
the Talbot-Darracq side of the 
group, creating Sunbeam Talbot. 
New Talbots were based on the 
Hillman Minx and Humber 
Snipe, and, although Talbot 
devotees had been appalled by 
the take-over, the cars were a 
success. More-powerful engines 
gave them rally-winning poten- 
tial, which culminated in the 
Monte Carlo success of 1955. 
That was also the year in which 
the French side of the business 
was bought by Simca, which, 
over the next 10 years, suc- 
cumbed gradually to American 
Chrysler, which, in 1967, also 
picked up the British Rootes end. 
By the mid-1970s, contracting 
Chrysler was regretting its Euro- 
pean adventure. On 10 August 
1978, French PSA — the 


Peugeot/Citroen/Chrysler group 
— bought the European operation 
and, on 1 July 1979, renamed the 
. . Talbot. 


UK empire . 


Sunbeam, and changed its name we 


to Automobiles Talbot. 

Out of the heap came Rootes, a 
company set up to build a motor- 
ing empire, which had brought 
Hillman, Humber, Talbot and © 


THE FIRST three-wheeler Morgan 
was built in 1909 by HFS Morgan 


changed little over the years. j 

The first four-wheeled Morgan 
was launched in 1935, and used a 
Coventry-Climax engine; pro-— 
duction ceased through the War, 
when the factory was turned over 
to munitions production, but thell 
model was revived in 1945 with a» 
special engine made by Standard; 
there followed a series using — 
Triumph-derived units. From 
1955, Morgans started using Ford 
power, ranging from the Anglia | 
engine to the 1600cc Cortina unit. © 
The present Plus-Eight, introduced 
in 1966, uses a Rover engine. 

The bodyshape, however, nas 
remained remarkably faithful to 
its origins. There have been 
designs for more-modern Mor- 
gans, but these had no appeal 
And there is still a world-wide 
queue for this cult car. 


es 


LOTUS CARS 
was building 
‘specials’ in 
1947, but it 
took Colin 
Chapman 
another 10° 
years to offer’ his products to the 

public. The Lotus Seven, pow- 
ered by an 1172cc Ford engine, j 
was an instant successs, not least 
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_ pop ar models are, and that situation i is 
"5 Malikely to change. 

_ The odds against our other major car 
_ makers, Vauxhall and Talbot, retaining 
_ their British assembly plants throughout 
the 1980s are much longer. GM-owned 
Vauxhall now has -a more attractive 
model range than for years, but its share 
of the home market remains low. In 1971, 
Vauxhall made almost 200,000 cars in 
Britain; last year, even including the kits 
supplied by Opel, its German sister- 
company, it did not reach 100,000. One 
reason, as senior Vauxhall men privately 
concede, is. that its dealer network 
doesn’t carry the same clout — pound for 
pound — as, say, Ford’s. 

Vauxhall, in fact, has increasingly 
become an assembly satellite for Opel. 
Last year, 40,000 of the 98,000 cars put 
together in Britain were Carltons and 
Cavaliers — assembled in Luton from 
Opel kits. Of Vauxhall’s entire range, 
- only the Chevette is now produced solely 
in Britain, and when that is phased out, 
next. year or in 1982, there will be little 
that is distinctively British about any of 
its cars. Executives argue that, in all this, 
it is merely sailing with the tide. There is, 
they say, less and less dissimilarity in 
national tastes. 

Nevertheless, many people in the 
motor industry believe that Vauxhall will 
keep at least one assembly plant in this 
country, even if partly for political 
reasons. ‘General Motors is always going 
to be putting cars together here,’ says the 
corporate planner in one of Vauxhall’s 
plants, and it’s also going to want to keep 
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e- a British j presence from; a public-relations 


point of view. 


Some of Vauxhall’s competitors have 


come to exactly the same conclusion. 

‘I’m sure that General Motors won’t put 
any new investment into the UK,’ 
declares a senior BL executive. ‘Don’t 
forget that GM is already fully stretched 
on capital investment, trying to hold back 
the Japanese in America. And the plain 
fact is that, compared with W Germany, 
Britain is a bad place to build cars. So the 
Vauxhall investment here certainly won’t 
grow; if anything, it’ll reduce. General 
Motors will want to keep it going, but not 
put more in.’ 

I cannot see Vauxhall hanging on to its 
Ellesmere Port plant. Luton, by contrast, 
has a better chance of survival. But, 
although senior Vauxhall men are more 
optimistic than they were a year ago 
about the prospect of maintaining a size- 
able British assembly operation, the time 
could come when General Motors will 
judge it more economical to supply the 
entire UK market from its Continental 
plants. 

Talbot’s long-term future in Britain 
could be more problematic still, despite 
the fact that it is now part of Europe’s 
biggest car-maker, the Peugeot/ 
Citroen/Chrysler conglomerate, PSA — 
2million cars produced in 1979. Size, 
however, does not eliminate difficulty, 
and PSA is now faced with the daunting 
task of rationalising its three ranges. It is, 
essentially, the same kind of problem as 
that which confronted British Leyland in 
1968, although PSA’s strength is that its 
management is far better than BL’s ever 
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was at the various stages of its growth and 
rationalisation. 

The scale of its problems, however, 
may be such that it simply will not be able 
to afford the luxury of high-cost, low- 
productivity plants, particularly if their 
labour-relations are also troublesome. 
This, in the view of some of the shrewdest 
judges in the British industry, implies that 
Talbot’s plants at Linwood and Ryton 
could be on a relatively short fuse. 

‘Like Vauxhall,’ says a director in one 
of the biggest component companies, ‘it 
will want to keep a British presence if at 


all possible, if only for political reasons; - 


but, if it has a lot more labour trouble, it 
won’t hesitate to prune out the British 
plants. It will just say ‘‘enough is 
enough’’. Its Scottish plant at Linwood 
would be the first to go. If it keeps.a token 
presence throughout the 1980s, it’ll be the 
Ryton factory near Coventry.’ 

There is no doubt that the British motor 
industry now faces the toughest decade of 
its entire existence. For some companies 
it will be a matter of life and death; for the 
800,000 people in the business — from 
raw materials through to the boardroom 
— it could be even more serious: up to 
500,000 on the dole. 

By 1990, it could be that, of today’s 
major companies, only Ford will still be 
producing cars with a significant British 
design element. So far as BL is con- 
cerned, everyone must hope that Michael 
Edwardes will be able to do the imposs- 
ible. At the moment, however, the odds 
against a miracle look long, and even a 
good ‘marriage’ — or marriages — would. 
be a famous victory. 


because of its low price: you 

could buy it as a big box of bits, 

and assemble it over a long 
_ weekend. 

Style was added in 1959, with 
the arrival of the first Elite, and 
then, in 1962, came the Elan. A 
cheaper Lotus — the mid-engined 
Europa, powered by the Renault 
16 engine unit — was a big seller 

- abroad. 

Cheap Lotuses came to the end 
of their road in 1973, when VAT 
meant that buyers could no longer 
save money by building their own 
kit-cars. Lotus off-loaded the 
Seven to Caterham Cars and 
turned to high-priced luxury 
machines, marketed today as the 
Eclat and Esprit. 


DR FREDERICK William  Lan- 
Be tester built the first British 
ecaranceled, pela edven car in 


1895, when the speed limit was 
4mph and a man was supposed to 
walk ahead of every vehicle. 
After that, UK car companies 
sprouted like mushrooms, and it 
was not until the post-war boom 
of 1945-1946 that the first moves 
took place towards the eventual 
creation of British Leyland as we 
know it today. 

The Nuffield organisations 
comprised Morris, MG, 
Wolseley and Riley, and was 
matched in size by Austin. Stan- 
dard took over Triumph, and 


* Daimler and Lanchester were run 


by BSA. Still independent were 
Jaguar, Rover and Alvis. 

Nuffield and Austin saw little 
point in competition, and came 
together in 1952 to form the Brit- 
ish Motor Corporation; the result 
of that marriage was the Morris 
Minor 1000. 

This decade was the heyday of 
British cars: racegoers all over 
Europe pined after Jaguars as the 
XK120 began a series of Le Mans 
victories that ran from 1951 to 
1957; BMC’s works rally team 
won everything with its MGs and 
Austin-Healeys (and eventually 
Minis). In 1957, Britain was the 
biggest exporter of motor vehi- 
cles in the world. 


When, in 1959, the first Mini 


e 


rolled of BMC’s conveyor belt, 
things looked very rosy indeed. 
Soon after, Triumph was taken 
over by Leyland in 1961 —thena 


_bus and truck maker that could 


trace its ancestry back to steam- 
lorry production in the 1870s. 
Daimler had snapped up Lan- 
chester way back in 1930 (it made 
the last Lanchester in 1955), and 
dignified Daimler went to sport- 
ing Jaguar in 1961. 

In the 1960s the BL story began 
in earnest. In 1966, BMC took 
over Jaguar-Daimler, changing 
its own name in the process to 
British Motor Holdings. That 
lasted less than two years, whena 
merger with Leyland Motors, 
which had bought Rover in 1967, 
gave us the British Leyland 
Motor Corporation. And in 1975 
BLMC was... . nationalised. 

In the last five years, it has 
gone through a series of nominal 
metamorphoses, to emerge today 
as BL Ltd, with less than 18% of 
the British car market. 

It is perhaps ironic that the first 
Japanese Hondas to be built 
under licence in Britain are due to 
roll off BL’s conveyor belts next 
year, half a century after the 
Japanese took out a licence to 
build an Austin 7 as a car called 

. the Datson. 
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RELIANT 
Motor Com- 
pany was 
formed in 1934 
on three- 
wheelers — a 
real alterna- Y 
tive for thef* 
man whos 
-would run alj/ 

motorcycle and sidecar. It spread || | 
four-wheel wings in 1961, build- || 
ing the Sabre sports car. 
In 1964, the Scimitar was 
announced — a stylish, hatch-||) 
back four-wheeler from the||’ 
design studios of David Ogle, || 
using a 3litre V6 Ford engine. || 
Now in Mk3 form, and with al. 
soft-top option (see page 27), it is || 
a worthy flagship. 

But, still, the three-wheeler is |) 
the bread-and-butter of Reliant, 
although in the 1980s it is rather || 
too bread-and-margarine to have ||’ 
mass appeal. It is a decidedly odd |¢ 
car ... and that very fact has | 
been Reliant’s strength, for it has }_ 
few rivals for its market. 

The question is, as other com-(_) 

panies’ four-wheelers become @) 
more economical for the fuel- ~ 
conscious 1980s, does anybody \\& 
really want the three-wheeler 
market? 


- Better things are electric? 
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Perhaps it isn’t only BL that has sales problems, not just Britain or Europe or the West, perhaps the whole 
car-producing world is on the edge of a precipice. ROY HAYNES, former Ford and British 
Leyland director and now director of Electraction and designer of its first car, thinks that now is the time for 
something completely different. And his future doesn’t hold out hope for even Datsun .. . 


ab HE AUTO INDUSTRY stands 
poised at the beginning of 
the 1980s, plagued by almost 
unbelievable troubles — many 
the result of the first wave of reac- 
tions to the energy crunch, many 
self-inflicted. In addition, the 
industry is caught in an escalating 
‘cost-price squeeze’ that has led 
some companies into dangerous 
areas of investment from which 
they may never recover. 

Some corporations, notably 
GM and Ford have been able to 
anticipate the effect of these pres- 
sures and to take evasive action in 
time to minimise at least the effect 
of energy problems. Others, not- 
ably Chrysler and BL, are caught 
in a maelstrom from which they 
may not emerge in their present 
form. 

Never before has the motor 
industry been forced to grapple 
with so many problems. In the 
past, it has relied on a fairly tidy 
process of ‘product planning’, 
largely based on what. manage- 
ment referred to as ‘evolutionary 
product creation’ — always build- 
ing future cars on the lessons of 
the past. Seldom was a com- 
pletely new car ever devised, 


' although occasionally one new 


breakaway model would rip its 
way through the sales charts. 
However, if the technological 
battle now being waged and 
gathering momentum spells the 
death of the automobile industry 
as we know it, it will certainly not 


_be the death of the motor car. Far 


from it: a whole new industry is 
about to be created the 
electric-vehicle industry. 


The power struggle 

Control of a new electric-auto 
industry might well pass, at least 
financially, into the hands of 
those companies that are cur- 
rently investing heavily in this 
new technology, such as General 
Electric (US), Lucas and Exxon. 
It is likely also that the structure 
of the industry will change 


dramatically and become merely 


a ‘marketing operation’, control- 
ling only retail sales and distribu- 
tion, finance and marketing; veh- 


icle assembly will be left to 


supplier-type companies. 
The new-look motor industry 


would be vastly different from the 


', sprawling mass of the existing 


_ industry, with labour concentra- 
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tions in Detroit, Birmingham, 
Cologne, Tokyo. It would be a 
small corporate group, with mas- 
sive financial strength, control- 
ling the technological advance- 
ment of the industry and engaging 
only in assembly operations by 
way of worldwide licensing 
agreements. Almost every mar- 
ket of significance would assem- 
ble its own vehicles: there would 
be no dragging of cars from one 
side of the world to the other. 

The promise of all this must 
inevitably place current invest- 
ment programmes at risk. Few of 
the cars now in production, or 
about to enter the market, will 
survive the 1990s. With the price 
of petrol likely to escalate to more 
than £5 a gallon by 1985 —oreven 
£10 by 1990 —a very serious situ- 
ation will arise if nothing is done 
to provide a ‘transitional’ electric 
vehicle. 

What does this mean? Well, 
with no ‘advanced’ battery yet in 
production, one must envisage 
initially an interim vehicle with 
the option of electric or internal- 
combustion-engine drive — an 
‘EV-IC’ —and at present discus- 
sion centres around the possibil- 
ity of an internal-combustion 
power pack of perhaps 1000cc. 

An EV-IC would be a brand- 
new approach to the large- 
package, ultra-lightweight small 
car and would render all other 
small cars immediately obsolete. 
The Ford Fiesta, BL Mini/ 
Metro, Renault 5 — you name it, 
all would be gone by 1990 and in 
their place would be this middle- 
class car, about the size of a BL 
Ital or Vauxhall Cavalier, avail- 
able in either electric or petrol- 
engined form. 

A great deal of preliminary 
planning and market analysis has 
already been undertaken for an 
EV-IC with the Precinct urban 
electric car produced by Electrac- 
tion. Aimed at satisfying Mr 
Average’s daily motoring needs, 
this electric-only car can travel 60 
miles at speeds of up to 4S5mph. 

The electric version of a 
volume-produced EV-IC would 
be driven by a small, cheap-to- 
produce (and already existing) 
‘pancake’ motor at each of its four 
wheels. The ‘pancake’ motor is 
virtually what it sounds like — 
two ‘pancakes’, stuck together, 
only one of which moves. By 


comparison, the internal- 
combustion engine has many 
moving parts — pistons, con- 


rods, valve-gear, crankshafts and 
so on — and many auxiliaries, 
such as carburettors and exhaust. 

If all these parts were to disap- 
pear overnight with the arrival of 
an electric car, the effect obvi- 
ously would be traumatic. The 
hundreds of suppliers who make 
them should start now to consider 
the future: unless they do, most 
will be out of business within 10 
years. 

Electraction has always con- 
ceded, however, that to achieve 
success the electric car must win 
sales far beyond its immediate 
capability, and that to do so it 
must initially be integrated with a 
petrol-engined counterpart. 


The car to win the West? 
The EV-IC’s objective is to 
accommodate within one basic 


body the different engineering 


requirements of both electric and 
petrol engine variants. In addi- 


tion, a model range is contemp- 
lated that would create a wide 
marketing base — essential for 
any single-model car producer. 

The likely EV-IC would fea- 
ture a full range of normal acces- 
sories, but also a combustion hea- 
ter, and a miniature petrol- 
powered air-conditioning unit. 
The battery block would be 
cassette-loaded, slid out on either 
side in two separate halves for 
inspection, servicing or replace- 
ment. 

The performance of an 
electric-engined EV-IC would be 
compatible with today’s average 
‘contained’ road speeds — the 60 
miles at 45mph of the Precinct, 
with ultimately a hoped-for range 
of 100 miles. Within this perfor- 
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mance, there falls a wide range ot 
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daily activities; and if petrol does 


in fact rise to £5 a gallon by 1985, a 
_ great many people will be glad to 


rely on electric power over short 
distances. (Electraction carried 
out its first road tests in 1978, and 
found that the cost of electricity 
consumed was 1.3p per mile; at 
that time, DRIvE’s Index of 
Motoring Expenditure was show- 
ing an average petrol-cost-per- 
mile of just over 3p). 

Many service functions can 


adequately be served by a vehicle 
_ with such performance, and a key 


factor to its acceptability would 
be its cost. Electric cars produced 
in isolation have never been 
cost-competitive, but by ‘piggy- 


backing’ with the petrol-engine 
variant. the EV-IC would get a 
volume-production bonus. Simi- 


larly for servicing, the close rela- 


tionship with the petrol-engined 
product would generate con- 
sumer confidence and reduce the 
cost of dealer servicing, sales and 
other overheads. 

There can be no doubt, how- 
ever, that an EV-IC is only a 
transitional vehicle: the aim has 
to be the electric-only car, and the 
only major technical obstacle is 
... yes, the battery. 

Few can doubt that, once an 
effective breakthrough has been 
made in the battery field, almost 
all resistance to electric vehicles 
would diminish and the product 


Electrifying the motoring public, Roy Haynes would first woo buyers with his 
EV-IC car, left. To finance future all-electric models, this car would be 
offered with the option of electric or internal combustion engines as an 
ultra-lightweight ‘World’ car. Sales would help finance the ‘Hybrid EV’, 
below, a latter-day large car powered by electric motors in each wheel and a 
1000cc piston engine. It could be in production by 1986 


could challenge to lead the mar- 
ket. The advanced EV will be 
successful because of its rela- 
tively low capital cost; it will be 
cheap to produce, have perfor- 
mance equivalent to current con- 
ventional cars and longer life. 
Once the advanced EV has a 
firm grip on the market, its desig- 
ners can get to work and develop 
more-exciting model variants. 
The initial era of ‘utility’ would 
end, and today’s mania for hatch- 
backs and architectural boxes 
would give way to a more- 
exciting visual and_ sculptural 
period of design. Cars originally 
were created just as much for 
pleasure as for utility, and, if we 
are to have more leisure time, the 


fact should be reflected in con- 
cepts for EVs. 

A reprieve for the large car 
would also bé possible in the form 
of a combined electric-and- 
petrol-engined vehicle, for there 
would be introduced an element 
of flexibility outside the con- 
straints of battery-charging or 
transplanting. At first sight, this 
would not appear a cheap solution 
to the problem of the big car, but 
with the development of new 
vehicle-building technology, and 
the possibility that the small stan- 
dard engine of the EV-IC range 
would suit the hybrid, such a veh- 
icle could achieve a measure of 
success. 

Clearly, if the hybrid is pow- 


After successful sales of 
the cars above, Roy 
Haynes could launch his 
‘Advanced EV’ for 1990. 
This all-electric car 
would feature — 

A Micro-chip brain to 
judge optimum 
switching between 
four-wheel 

drive for poor 

road conditions 

and acceleration, 

and two-wheel drive for 
economical cruising. 

B Vehicle battery charger. 
C Battery can be slid out 
for servicing, recharging or 
replacement. 

D Combustion heater. 
E Low-wind-resistance 
bodywork. 

F Pancake-shaped 
electric motor in each 
wheel. 

G Disc brakes. 

H Independent « 
suspension. 

J Air conditioning unit. 
K Lightweight’monomer 
plastics body with 
weld-free steel 
reinforcement. 
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Bodywork of the EV-IC would be a cheaply made, easily repaired plastics 


ered by a 1000cc engine in con- 
junction with a four-wheel-drive, 
pancake-motor system, a perfor- 
mance roughly equal to that of 
current cars can be expected, and 
acceleration could be better. 


Who would build it? 
The large-scale operations of the 
big motor manufacturers have 


begun to come under serious 
review, and the likely future trend 
is for products to be assembled — 
or, ideally, manufactured — with 
a high local-labour content. An 
EV-IC programme, with its con- 
tept of a ‘world car’, could help 


achieve this goal, a key factor. 


being the use of a mainly cast- 
plastics body with a very limited 
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| Graph shows Electraction’s expectations of the rise in price of petrol — 
| culminating in the £10 gallon by 1990. Strips across the top of the graph show 


would have to be introduced 


__| Electraction’s anticipation of the speed with which the new forms of vehicle 


amount of steel reinforcement. 

The capital cost of tooling for 
this form of construction allows 
the idea of leasing tools to vehicle 
assemblers worldwide, who 
would pay for them from earnings 
over a period. 

Success in the motor- 
manufacturing business, how- 
ever, still rests largely with the 
distribution outlets. But it follows 
that, by integrating the EV with 
regular IC-engined variants, 
major marketing obstacles could 
be met head-on. And, if the model 
range and specification is keenly 
judged, each model can be bal- 
anced to suit a particular market. 
In the case of the EV, this would 
be especially important, as it 
would lead to establishment of 
consumer confidence in the car 
without which it couldn’t survive. 


. Who would buy it? 


While the somewhat-greedy 
appetites of the Western world 
are being cut back in their 
demands on the earth’s 
resources, there remain vast 
areas of the world — especially in 
central south-east Asia, where 
more than 2000million people live 
— that represent enormous new 
markets for the motor car. In a 
low-power, petrol-engined form, 
the EV-IC would be ideal, espe- 
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Electraction’s original urban electric car, the Precinct 


-assist product development. 


Electraction’s Super Golf — now planned as a high-volume model 


cially if made available with 
four-wheel drive. ; 


development of electrical rural | 
transport and low-horsepower 
electric agricultural vehicles a 
viable proposition. \ 


Who would pay for it? i 
Moral obligation and a sense of 
environmental responsibility 
could build a future for the elec 

tric vehicle; and yet it would seem ~ 
that the existing petrol-engine-— 
based motor industry is doing lit- 
tle to re-orient itself. In some 
cases, itis hostile to the EV. 


A new electric-vehicle indus- 
try, however, does not need the © 
existing motor industry. Indeed, — 
it would be impractical to graft the — 
new on to the old, with all the | 
latter's problems and financial 
burdens. It therefore follows that 
any government financial partici- 
pation in the electric vehicle 
industry should be strictly in the 
form of commercial loans, to 


The fact remains, however, 
that most large motor companies 
are hesitating beyond the point of 
no return. Only GM has clearly 
indicated that, by 1985, 25% of all — 


Variations of the EV-IC World car 
body 


its passenger cars will be electric. 
The rest of the industry seems 
caught in suicidal apathy — doing 
nothing until it has to. 

_ Itis futile to wait for the price of 
petrol to rise beyond all reason- 
able levels before considering the 
interim EV-IC that would pave 
the way for a low-technology 
electric car — with limited range, 
perhaps, but at low cost. Furth- 
ermore, an EV-IC design aligns 
with the decision to build the 
‘ultimate’ petrol-powered, ultra- 
lightweight, large-package car, 
and provide the industry with 
something that will go on into the 
distant future. 

It is going to take until 1985 to 
solve the basic problems of the 
advanced electric car, and, with 
this achieved, a further five years 
will be needed to get into produc- 
tion and establish the infrastruc- 
ture dealerships, servicing, 
repairs — to support the vehicle 
in public use. But man got to the 
moon in half the ‘allotted’ time 
_...and by 1990, the cost of petrol 
may be prohibitive for anything 
except the EV-IC vehicle. 


_ Suddenly, it is 1990. Because | 


_the time for action is now. 


’ once a low-cost, 
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IT IS NOT surprising that, every ’ 


now and again, some designer or 
other comes up with the idea that 
the only way to solve the energy 
problem is quickly to embrace 
electrical propulsion and scrap 
the well-tried internal- 
combustion engine. The argu- 
‘ments usually leave out all those 
facts which contradict their so- 
eloquently-put points of view. 

A sticker 1 saw in a car in 
California sums it up beautifully: 
‘I have no energy problems — I 
am all-electric’. But where did the 
electricity come from? An oil- 
fuelled power-station? Of course, 
‘it might have been produced by a 
steam-raising plant — nuclear- or 
coal-powered . . . in which only 
about 30% of the fuel-energy 1s 
converted into electricity. And 
losses in transmission and con- 
version mean that only about a 
quarter of the thermal energy is 
available for charging batteries. 

Current batteries operate on a 
very simple basis, and only 
80-85% of the stored energy is 
recoverable for useful work. 

There are experimental 

superior batteries undergoing 
development, but none has 
reached the stage where it can be 
manufactured in quantity. In 
some, the material is too expen- 
sive or in short supply; others 
work only at temperatures well 
above normal air temperatures, 
give off poisonous fumes during 
charging or discharging or when 
accidentally damaged, or run 
down very quickly. All batteries 
discharge with time, even though 
they are not doing any work. 
_ The protagonist of the electric 
car will of course remind you that 
all this could change overnight, 
low-weight, 
high-power density battery has 
been invented. True, but I could 
be a millionaire tomorrow . . . if 
only I could win several football 
pools. It’s a big ‘if’. 

The principal drawbacks of the 
electric car compared with inter- 
nal combustion have not changed 
over the years. Nor are these new 
problems, for battery-electric 
propulsion is 38 years older than 
the petrol-driven motor car. In 
1837, Robert Davidson of Aber- 
deen built a carriage propelled by 
an electric motor, powered by a 
crude iron/zinc battery; by 1881, 
Paris had a fleet of lead/acid- 
battery-powered buses. 
Foremost among the disadvan- 


ENGINEER'S REPORT 


Shock horror! 
AA Chief Engineer MARCUS JACOBSON, too, is an ex-BL man: he 


was senior research and development engineer in the 1950s. 
But, unlike Roy Haynes, he hasn’t ‘gone electric’ . . . 


tages are weight and bulk; then 
there is the cost and short life of 
the batteries — battery life of two 
to three years compares 
unfavourably with the eight or 
12-year life of a car’s engine; 
there is the short range and low 
speed of electric cars — 50 to 60 
miles between recharging or 
exchanging batteries, and a top 
speed of 45-60mph. Their accel- 
eration is nothing to write home 
about, either. 

What then are the electric car’s 
attractions? 

It can be silent — but modern 
petrol-driven cars will soon com- 
pete in this area. It is cheap to run 
on off-peak-rated electricity — 
but these tariffs are likely to 
evaporate should demand for 
electric cars really get under way. 
But if every one of the 14million 
private motor cars in use in the 
UK were to convert to electric 
propulsion, we would need to 
double our electric-power 
generating capacity and probably 
even more. 

The thorny question is: Is there 
a need, a market and money to 
pay for those new-concept vehi- 
cles? It is all very well to appeal to 
the West’s ‘moral obligation’ to 
finance electric vehicles for the 
benefit of the Third World. But, 
when it is difficult enough to get 
taxpayers to agree to pay for 
something to benefit their own 
local community, who will volun- 
teer to forego a few hot meals a 
month to enable a family in South 
East Asia to achieve local mobil- 
ity? As for lending people there 
the tools to manufacture these 
vehicles — no doubt to export 
them to the Western World — 
how about trying to canvass for 
that at meetings of out-of-work 
car workers in the Midlands? 

There is no harm in condemn- 
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Enfield Automotive’s electrification programme foun 


ing the motor industry for not 
doing enough, but the reality is 
that there is work going on in 
every major vehicle manufac- 
turer’s research department — 
just in case the ideal battery can 
be evolved within a decade or 
two, and just in case there will be 
a surplus electricity output of nuc- 
lear power stations. But volume 
production is a long way off, and 
even GM has been known to 
make rash promises and unwise 
decisions .. . 

Electric and hybrid cars have 
been shown from time to time by 
GM, Ford, Volkswagen, Toyota, 
Renault, Fiat, Datsun, Chrysler 
and so on. I have even ridden in a 
Polish-produced electric run- 
about in Warsaw. 

There is likely to be an increase 
of electric vehicles for strictly 
limited applications in densely 
populated urban areas — such 
vehicles as the silent-hour city 
delivery truck, even to the com- 
muter bus and the golf club and 
pleasure-ground and the city 
runabout. It is also worth men- 
tioning that Britain is already the 
World’s largest producer of elec- 
tric vehicles — around 50,000 in 
all. We call them milk floats .. . 

There is, however, plenty of 
life left in the internal-combustion 
engine. Hybrid systems in which 
the small petrol engine tops up the 
battery charge have been evolved 
and demonstrated by many emi- 
nent large-scale concerns in the 
US, Japan and Europe, but none 
has proved itself technically or 
economically. 

The sad fact is that the modern 
internal combustion engine is 
hard to beat for durability, ver- 
satility, low weight, low cost of 
manufacture and low main- 
tenance, and it is getting more 
fuel-efficient. 
dered in 1976 
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Live and learn... if you’re 
lucky 


This young motorcyclist learnt his lesson the hard way. 
Thousands of others have since lost all chance to learn. 
Who’s falling down on the job of motorbike safety? 


E LAST time that DRIVE met Stephen 

Barkway, he was lucky to make it 
to the interview. Months earlier, aged 16, 
he had crashed on his moped and almost 
died from terrible injuries. 

Since that night in 1974, nearly 3000 
teenagers have been killed riding 
mopeds, scooters and motorcycles; 
another 60,000 have been seriously 
injured. And no improvement in the 
casualty figures is expected. 

Meanwhile, thousands of parents go on 
telling themselves that the worst will 
never happen to their children. . . until 
the day when a policeman knocks at the 
front door. This year alone, that private 
tragedy will be enacted more than 10,000 
times up and down Britain. 

Successive governments and safety 
experts have tried to tackle the problem 
with policies of voluntary education, and 
have remained faithful to those policies in 
the face of continually horrific statistics. 

Stephen Barkway’s experience sums 
up the realities that are as fundamentally 
true today as they were six years ago, 
when he first climbed on to his 50mph 
moped. Just five weeks after receiving his 
provisional licence, and with not a lesson 
behind him, he hit the kerb and was sent 
flying. It was touch and go whether he 
would survive. He lost his spleen and a 
kidney, spent a week in hospital fighting 
for his life, then underwent 12 months of 
fortnightly medical checks before being 
pronounced completely recovered. 

There has to be some irony in the fact 
that, today, at the age of 22, Stephen 
Barkway is PC 114 in the London Royal 
Parks’ police. And that, although he 
drives a Mini, he is planning to return to 
two wheels — for economy reasons. 
‘Before I start riding again, though, I 
shall take a course of lessons to pass the 
test,’ he says. ‘I’m convinced that it’s 
absolutely necessary...’ 

What has happened in six years — 
apart, that is, from Stephen’s accident? 
Well, 16-year-olds are now restricted to 
30mph-maximum mopeds . . . even if, at 
17, still without a lesson or a full licence, 
they can hop on to a 100mph, 250cc 
machine. But there are new moves afoot: 
even as we go to press, Transport Minis- 
ter Norman Fowler looks set to decree 
that provisional licences will not be 
renewed unless L-riders, have taken at 
least a new ‘primary test’ on bike hand- 


ling within three years, to be followed by 
the official DoT test. It is likely, too, that 
17-year-old novice motorcyclists will be 
restricted to maximum-125cc machines, 
instead of 250cc bikes. 

‘Naive’, Stephen Barkway calls it. 
‘The new licence plan is obviously 
designed to act as an incentive for young- 
sters to obtain tuition. But my personal 
view is that, at 16, no matter how much 
anyone encourages you, the chances are 
that it just won’t enter your head to take 
lessons. It didn’t with me when I was that 
age. As for the engine sizes, let’s face it: a 
motorcyclist is just as likely to be killed at 
60mph as at 90mph. In any case,’ says 
Stephen, ‘most accidents happen at fairly 
low speeds.’ 

Some experts have the same reserva- 
tions. Ken Huddart and Dr Stanley 
Raymond, who respectively head the 
road-safety units of the Greater London 
Council and Salford University, Lanca- 
shire, firmly believe that legislation is the 
only way to ensure that all learner- 
motorcyclists receive qualified training 
before going on the road. Organisations 
such as the Institute of Road Safety 
Officers and the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents, on the other 
hand, retain the belief that compulsion 
should be introduced only if it’s shown 
that the present tactic of encouraging 
youngsters to seek instruction voluntarily 
doesn’t succeed. 

A recent AA survey, however, involv- 
ing 600 motorcyclists, of which more than 
half were under 21, showed that two- 
thirds would welcome compulsory pro- 
fessional tuition. This, despite the fact 
that only one in five claimed to have been 
properly trained. 

The government, clearly, is deter- 
mined to avoid legislation, and there 
seems little chance that any administra- 
tion will ever adopt the recommendation 
of last winter’s government advisory 
committee that compulsion should be 
introduced by 1984 if the number of 
novices joining training courses is still 
less than 75%: 

What are the chances of that target 
being met? Well, last year the two 
national schemes — the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club/Auto Cycle Union courses 
and the Star Rider Scheme — between 
them pulled in more than 50,000 learners. 
But that was just 15% of all motorcycle 
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IMPRESSIVE, always, to see those 
sparkling Yankee limos swishing 
through automatic-opening gates 
and garage doors in the made- 
for-telly films that flood from the 
US. A blink of a ‘magic eye’ 
inside a mile-long Caddy, Ford or 
Buick, and gates and doors swing 
back, silently, steadily. No one in 
the States, it would seem, ever 
steps out of an air-conditioned 
auto to fumble with keys or yank 
onahandle... 

In real life, apparently, it’s 
much the same. In America, most 
new homes costing £40,000 or 
more come equipped as a matter 
of course with automatic door- 
openers; there’s also said to be a 
growing demand for them on the 


Continent and in Scandinavia. 


But, in Britain — well, business is 
only steady, with some 70,000 
units installed and every new 
convert to automatic door- 
opening doing his PR bit on the 
street where he lives. Instal an 
auto garage door, say the market- 


eamr ACCESSORY TEST 


= wide c say ‘aah...’ 


eers, and you’ll never want to live 
without it... or stop being the 
envy of your friends and your 
neighbours. 

Of course, automatic door- 
openers are not new. Some sys- 
tems have been around for years, 
complete with oily, stretchy, 
clanky chain-driven lift mechan- 
isms and motors the size of an 
attic water tank. Among modern 
imports — inevitably, it’s the 
Americans who have demanded, 
and got, better, smaller, cleaner, 
quieter door-opening gear — the 
neat Liftboy 850 radio-controlled 
unit has emerged as a pace-setter, 
and DRIVE welcomed an oppor- 
tunity, through the darkest, col- 
dest, wetter months of mid- 
summer, to live with one. 

No automatic ,door-opener is 
especially cheap to buy and have 
installed (yes, it could be a DIY 
operation, but . . .), and it’s to be 
expected that, in Gt Britain if not 
abroad, they’re widely thought to 
be little more than playthings of 


the nouveau riche. Government, 
unwilling to allow the use of pri- 
vate radio signals for ‘trivial’ pur- 
poses, early formed the idea that 
they were little more. than 
unnecessary gimmicks, bought 
by people who couldn’t be 
bothered to exert themselves. 
Interesting, then, and a com- 
ment on the times in which we 
live, that the home and personal 
security value of automatic 
door-opening has changed official 
attitudes and, as a sales plus, 
most impressed customers. And, 


-aS we have experienced for our- 


selves, there is something to be 
said for opening the garage door, 
driving in and locking it behind 
you — all without the inconveni- 
ence, time-wasting and, especially 
for a woman at night, the slightly 
scary need to leave the security of 
the car and pad about in the dark. 

Liftboy will fit almost every 
type of lift-up, tracked’ garage 
door, up to 18ft wide, and has a 
%in, one-piece aluminium 
screw-drive that eliminates the 
need for racketing chains and 
cables. It’s simply fitted — in 
about a morning, around £70 plus 
VAT — and is claimed to be 
trouble- and_ virtually 
maintenance-free. Its split 
capacitor 1/3hp electric motor, 
not much larger than a biscuit tin, 
hangs from the garage ceiling at 


LIVE AND LEARN 
> novices taking to the road in 1979 . 

What may seem curious is that, as long 
ago as 1976, Whitehall was arguing that 
there was no evidence to associate the 
casualty rate with lack of tuition. Yet, 
two years later, it endorsed the Star Rider 
programme operated by the motorcycle 
industry. Amazingly, it has since done 
nothing to monitor the scheme to dis- 
cover whether its pupils are less likely to 
be involved in accidents than those riders 
who don’t undergo instruction — 
whether, in fact, safety schemes serve 
any useful purpose at all. 

It’s not that the answer is a foregone 
conclusion: when Salford University’s 
road-safety research unit studied 22 
RAC/ACU courses, between 1971 and 
1976, it was shown that candidates were 
involved in proportionately more acci- 
dents in their first 5000 miles on the road 
than untrained novices. 

This is not to imply, points out project- 
leader Dr Raymond, that proper tuition 
results in inferior riding ability. But it may 
be, he suggests, that, by providing an 
incentive and a degree of confidence, 
courses are encouraging poor riders to 
continue motorcycling instead of admit- 
ting that it is beyond their capabilities. 

The mast obvious criticism of the vari- 
ous training programmes — national and 


local — is that they’re all different. The. 


RAC/ACU courses, for instance, com- 
prise 12 weekly 2hr get-togethers, in 
which tuition and lectures are given by 
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Star performer —a pupil goes through his paces 


volunteers; the Star Rider course for 
beginners, in contrast, is a single 4hr ses- 
sion run by professional instructors. In 
addition, there are programmes run by 
the police, as in Cheshire (one 2hr les- 
son), and by local authorities such as 
Norfolk (two 2hr periods) and Cheshire 
again (six weekly 2hr classes). 

Of the two national schemes, the 
RAC/ACU is felt by many to go on too 
long for teenagers, who are eager to get 
on the road and dispense with the for- 
malities — probably why almost a third of 
the candidates who enrolled last year did 
not complete the course. In its favour, 
however, is the fact that its instructors 
are motorbike enthusiasts, with whom 
novices can readily identify. In addition, 
the programme is run on club lines, and 


the final test is considered to be tougher . 
than the DoT’s. 

The Star Rider ‘bronze’ scheme, on the 
other hand, which claims to give only 
basic tuition, is staffed by instructors who 
are not necessarily motorcycling fana- 
tics. Its major shortcoming is that it relies 
on High Street dealers ‘selling’ the course 
to the youngsters. The idea is that the 
novice, when he buys his machine, will be 
persuaded to have it delivered to the 
nearest Star Rider training centre on the 
following Saturday, where he will be 
shown how to handle it safely. 

When DRIVE random-picked a dozen 
moped and motorcycle shops around the 
country, however, and asked how many 
novices actually were attending the 
courses, it quickly became apparent that 
the facts fell short of the theory. Some 
dealers, like Graeme Chatham, of Edin- 
burgh, won’t sell a bike to a youngster 
unless he takes the course; others, like 
Charles Cope, of Dudley, who are pre- 
pared even to pay the training fee, find 
only one in 10 takers; yet another dealer 
admits that he is getting only one in 40 
beginners to his local course. 

Even when a dealer does sell a course 
with a bike, the problem isn’t solved. 
Southampton dealer Peter Williams 
points out: ‘Recently, I persuaded eight 
beginners to go for training. Five cried off 
during the week, so, on the Saturday, I 
transported three machines to the course. 
One customer failed to turn up, and I he d 
to take the bike back with me and make ca 


special journey to the youngster’s home. 
Then, would you believe, the two novices 
who finally underwent instruction both 
fell off their bikes on their way home!’ 
Colin Dean, chairman of the Institute 
of Road Safety Officers, sums up: ‘The 
various schemes have different aims and 
ambitions, different approaches, and dif- 
ferent administrations. Inevitably, a lot 
of time is wasted on administration. 


Indeed, things have become so compli- 
_ cated that we’re all losing sight of what 
_ we’re supposed to be here for. 


‘There should be one administration, 


_ one set of rules, andone training scheme.’ 


That policy could perhaps resolve 


_ other grey areas, too. Take the 1974 Road 


Traffic Act, which put the statutory 
responsibility for road safety on local 


| authorities: in London alone, DRIVE 


t 
\ 


| 


| 
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| found five councils — Tower Hamlets, 


Kensington/Chelsea, Ealing, Richmond 


' and Lewisham — that neither run nor 


have any motorcycle training course in 
their areas. Several county councils, by 


contrast, have made motorcycle instruc- 


tion a key priority; others run courses, 
but with limited facilities; some have 
courses that run for only part of the year. 

There is also concern that existing 
training schemes do not fulfil what many 
experts consider should be their most 


vital function — creating the right 


attitude among young motorcyclists. The 
Schools Traffic Education Programme, 


' which also administers the Star Rider 
_ programme, is grappling with the prob- 
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the far end of the polished- 
aluminium screw-drive track cas- 
ing, and in operation uses about 
as much current as a hair-dryer. 

Control is by an outside wall- 
mounted electronic digital panel 
(press your personal code of three 
figures), an inside key-switch ora 
hand-held radio transmitter kept 
inside the car — or all three, as on 
DRIVE’S test unit. Simply press 
any one control and the door 
unlocks and opens or closes and 
locks, and an interior light, com- 
bined in the motor housing, 
switches on for 2-3min. 

The outdoor digital panel is 
fun, and a £16-or-so extra: the 
more combinations of figures 
punched by a would-be intruder, 
guessing, the slower the switch 
reacts when and if the correct 
sequence is accidentally hit .. . 
which means that, frustrated by 
apparent non-success even with 
the true combination, the intruder 
will continue to punch numbers, 
confusing himself and ensuring 
that the door remains firmly 
locked and closed. 

The solid state radio transmit- 
ter is about the size of a packet of 
20 cigarettes, with a short trailing 
aerial. Allow the aerial to dangle 
inside the windscreen (perhaps 
from a pocket in the driver’s sun- 
visor) and press its single button, 
and, via its individually-coded 


radio signal, it will trigger the 
opening and closing mechanism. 
There’s enough power to operate 
a door from about 150ft, which 
means that the garage can be fully 
open by the time that you arrive in 
your home driveway. 

Safety features include auto- 
matic reversing — the door will 
reverse its direction of travel 
should it meet an obstacle when 
closing — and there’s a provision 
for simple manual operation in the 
event of a power cut. 

Supply and installation of the 
DRIVE test unit was swift and effi- 
cient (it’s always good news when 
an independent installation 
engineer waxes lyrical about the 
hardware he’s fitting), and to date 
Liftboy has worked hard, with a 
rumble and a thunk, to impress 
itself on us as an indispensible 
family friend. 

The US-made Liftboy unit and 
VHF portable transmitter costs 
£244 plus VAT and is available 
from sole UK distributors Lift 
Boy Ltd, 16a Marlborough Road, 
London N22 4NN, tel 01-881 
0011. Have all the goodies and 
add installation, and there’ll not 
be much left out of £400, which 
sounds a lot. But, really, isn’t the 
cost chicken-feed when buying a 
house over £40,000 . . . and isn’t 
Liftboy a great plus to have when 
you’re selling? 


lem: to date, road safety has been 
adopted as a classroom subject by 1755 
secondary schools — slightly more than 


25% of the total — but it’s a slow process, 


with resistance from many headmasters. 

Guidance on moped and motorbike 
maintenance, covered in the RAC/ACU 
programme but not in the basic Star Rider 
course, is another important factor — if 
only because, according to the AA sur- 
vey, 72% of riders do their own. A police 
instructor to whom DRIVE spoke claims: 
‘Half the youngsters with bikes whom I 
stop on the highway are riding around 
with a serious braking fault, or a slack 
chain which, if it came off, could cause a 
wheel to lock up.’ 

The problem of teenage motorcycling 
is not so much that the official attitude is 
wrong but that there is no official attitude. 
And there won’t be, until government 
carries out comprehensive surveys of 
existing training courses, isolates the 
deficiencies and takes action to remedy 
shortcomings. Only then is it likely to be 
shown whether training is the answer. 

If it is the solution, then it has to be 
impressed on young motorcyclists with 
more conviction than, say, a motorcycle 
salesman can muster in five minutes’ 
after-sales chatter. 

Teenagers know that they are too 
young to die. But the tragedy is that, in 
the next 12 months, when policemen 
knock on doors all over Britain, hundreds 
of youngsters won’t be there to find out 
that they were wrong. . ROY JOHNSTONE 
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Triumph T140E Bonneville 

Price £1560 

You know what a Morgan sports 
car is like: harsh suspension, 
draughts, noise, poor waterproof- 
ing and so on — a strangely old- 
fashioned, uncomfortable and 
impractical motor car to be pro- 
duced in the 1980s. At least, 


that’s what it seems to me — 
though Morgans do give 
enthusiasts a degree of driver 
satisfaction that few can match. 

So it is with the Triumph Bon- 


neville motorcycle: by any 
reasonable, modern standards, 
the machine is hopelessly anti- 
quated. The forthcoming electric 
starter will make firing up (and 
stalling!) less of a chore, but its 
suspension is uncomfortably stiff; 
braking is hard work; the controls 
are heavy; the engine is intolerant 
of high speeds; and maintenance 
demands are high. 

Cynics may tell you that the 
amount of pleasure to be gained 
from a modern Bonneville is 
proportional to your masochistic 
tendencies. When a couple of 
younger riders took our machine 
for a spin, they wondered where 
the legend had gone; but even 
they commented on the perfect 
handling of the machine, its light 
weight, economical use of fuel, 
amazing simplicity and its ‘feel’. 

More-experienced motorcyc- 
lists always returned from a ride 
with broad grins on their faces. 
‘Bit down on power’, they would 
say; or ‘Brakes are a bit off’. But 
they would follow up with ‘It’s all 
there, though, isn’t it? Feels. . 
you know, sortof. . . well, right.’ 

There lies the secret of this last 
of the old Brit bikes: the first 
Bonneville of 1958 weighed 406lb, 


ET TALKING, in a bar, about 
the British motorcycle 
industry, and you could get 
yourself, fast, into all sorts 
of passionate arguments. 
It’s that sort of subject. 
But, back in the 1950s, the 
obvious problem was 
ignored: every factory 
arrogantly turned out loads of 
old-fashioned machines, until the 
Japanese came along and simply 
killed them off. And the 
irony, which will 
keep the argu- 
ments raging until 
closing time, is 
that the whole 
thing proved to be 
an outrageous 
cameo of what 
hap pen es0 
throughout Brit- 
ain’s industry. 
There was one 
survivor — 
Triumph — though 
other names, such as 
AJS and Cotton, struggled 
on. BSA changed its shape 
beyond recognition, and new 
names, such as Saracen and Silk, 
flitted briefly across the scene, 
while some foreign-made, 
British-designed hybrids such as 


HOW THEY 
MEASURE UP 


Capacity 748cc 


Output 


Transmission 


Kerbweight aa 
Seat height 
Max width 


Max length 70in 


Mpg — overall 59mpg 
quiet use 69mpg 
suburban use 58mpg 
brisk use 52mpg 
hard use 40mpg 


Performance — max (upright) 
0-50mph 
30-50mph (top) 


103mph 
4.2sec 
§.8sec 


Warranty 


*maker's claim only 


which is not far removed from the 
1980 model’s 440lb, while power 


has increased from a claimed 
46bhp to the current 54bhp. The 
result is an unusually light and 
nimble big motorcycle, and it is 
probably this that gives the 
machine its fine handling qual- 
ities. Just compare this weight to 
the 575Ib Yamaha XS750 tested 
in July-August DRIVE: 135lb 
makes a lot of difference! 

As kick-starts go, starting the 
Bonneville is easy, thanks princi- 
pally to the Lucas RITA elec- 
tronic ignition which gives a spark 
of power at kick-starting engine 
speed. Tick-over is reliable at a 
mere 600rpm, although use of the 
choke on cold mornings is pro- 
longed and sometimes tricky 


TRIUMPH T140E 
BONNEVILLE 


Air-cooled ohv 
4-stroke twin 


54bhp at 6500rpm 


5-speed exposed chain 


30i 
29in (handlebars) 


4gal/200 miles 
+4pt reserve 


6 months parts and labour 


**estimate only — maker claims 140mph with prone rider in racing leathers. 


the Barron still confuse even the 
motorcycle experts. 

Various new British bikes have 
been planned, but only one has 
achieved pre-production status, 
and that is the Hesketh. 

DRIVE borrowed something 
from the old and the new makers. 
One is the direct descendent of a 
design going back almost half a 
century; the other is brand-new. 


Hesketh V1000 

Price to be announced 

Britain’s bikers need something 
to boast about — something of 
quality that will make other 
motorcycling nations sit up and 
take notice; something that will 
convince them we are yet a force 
to be reckoned with. The machine 
has to be characteristically Brit- 
ish. If it resembles anything from | 
Japan, it won’tdo... : 

Vague rumours of a new bike 

from Lord Hesketh’s car-racing 
stables began to trickle out of 
Northamptonshire, 18 months 
ago; then, at the start of 1980, the 
promise of a new, big roadster 
took material form. When it was 
finally launched in pre- 
production form it was everything © 
British motorcyclists had wanted. — 
The engine is a 90° double- — 


HESKETH 
v1000 


Air-cooled dohc 
4-stroke V twin 
992cc 

86bhp at 6500rpm 


5-speed exposed chain 


papa 


31i 
>6in (handlebars) 
75in 


5gal/250 miles 
+4pt reserve 
* 50mpg 

no information 
no information 
no information 
no information 


** 120mph 
not available 
not available 


no information 


because of the very weak mixture | 
(needed to comply with American 
emission laws). 

The massive silencers do their | 
job well, keeping down exhaust 
noise to a modest rumble, even 
under hard acceleration; mechan- 
ical clatter from the old long- © 
pushrod twin, however, is louder 
than many riders will like. 

Sadly, for a model that was 
once the many-times-crowned 
king of sports racers, the Bon-’ 
neville is now at its best in town, » 
suburbia and around country 
lanes, where the light handling, 
excellent engine tractability and 
slick gearshift can be put to use. 
Around the test track, it was 
plainly hard-pushed to maintain a 
steady 80mph: engine vibration 
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overhead camshaft V twin — 
chosen because such a layout 
lends itself to the very best tradi- 
tions of classic British motorcy- 
cles such as the Brough Superior 
and Vincent; it is narrow, 
vibration-free, and looks good. 

The very best possible handling 
and high-speed stability has been 
ensured by using an immensely 
stiff frame of Reynolds’ famous 
531 lightweight tubing — the same 
as racing bicyclists use. 

With these two priorities sorted 
out, the rest of the motorcycle has 
been assembled using as many 
British parts as possible — fabri- 
cated alloy wheels from Astralite, 
electrics from Lucas, carburet- 
tors from Amal, rear suspension 
from Girling, tyres from Avon, 


and so on. So far has the British } 


industry declined, however, that 
instruments and switchgear had 
to come from Japan, tele-forks 
and brakes from Italy, and the 
headlamp from W Germany. 

_ The initial design stages were 
difficult. beyond Hesketh’s 
imagination, until some expert 
motorcycle engineers were 
brought in, including stylist John 
Mocket, who wisely decided to 
create a shape that looked as if it 
had matured that way over a long 
period of time. 

An orthodox type of machine 
was chosen because the buying 
public is notoriously antagonistic 
towards radical designs: this bike 
has to make money. Even so, 


comparatively new features are 


built in. The most important 
include a clever frame and frear- 


could damage ancillary parts. To 
the factory’s credit, though, it 
appears to have overcome the 
terrible oil leaks; only slight dam- 
pening occurred around some 
joints. 

It may be fair to claim that the 
Bonneville engine is entirely ade- 
quate up to the legal speed limit, 
but the pity is that this is exactly 
the point at which the test model’s 
race-hard suspension begins to 
work properly. And, under 
4S5mph, precious little movement 
takes place in the forks. 

Gear-change movement is per- 
fect — short actioned, crisp and 
light, it is a perfect example to the 
Japanes of how they should be 
improving their systems. Unfor- 
tunately, an extremely heavy 
clutch spoils things . . . 

Both brakes are heavy, and 
neither is quite powerful enough 
to deal with the high speed of 
which the bike is capable. The 
rear brake is rather insensi- 
tive as well. 

It’s a sad comment on 
British industry that foreign 
ancillaries are used to com- 
plete the machine — French 
feglia instruments, Japanese 
(uasa battery — although every- 
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suspension arrangement that 
holds the rear drive-chain under 
constant and unvarying tension, 
to lengthen chain life and reduce 
transmission backlash; and 
there’s a fully floating rear brake, 
which means that, unlike most 
roadsters’, the Hesketh’s braking 
does not upset its suspension. 
This is not for comfort: locked-up 
suspension causes rear wheel 
‘skittering’ and premature wheel 
locking. 

. The hardest problem of the 
Hesketh’s birth, however, has 
yet to be solved: the transition 
from the hand construction of 
prototype and pre-production 
models to the assembly-line pro- 


‘duction of bikes for sale. At the 


time of writing, a suitable com- 
pany was in the process of being 
chosen from the 12 short-listed. 

It has to be said that our test 
was conducted on one of these 
pre-production models, so we 
can’t stand up and swear that the 
bike you'll be able to buy will be 
quite the same thing... 

Hesketh’s main aim has been to 
produce a long-legged grand 
tourer capable of effortless and 
comfortable high mileages, so the 
engine develops its power at 
much lower revs than anything 
remotely comparable from Japan. 
Overall gearing is much higher, 
too: top gear, for instance, is 
3.8:1, which means that, at 
100mph, the engine ‘idles’ over at 
a mere 5000rpm, smack on max- 
imum torque development. 

At low engine speeds, the 
machine pulled like a tractor, and 


thing else appears to be British. 
The paintwork certainly looked 
good, although chrome plating 
lacked the deep liquid-lustre of 
old, and detail work fell short of 
the painstaking care of Japanese 
models. But the quality of mater- 
ial used to build the Bonneville is 


with the smoothness peculiar to 
big V-twins. The exhaust note is 
deep but slightly flat, and an 
obviously immensely heavy fly- 
wheel smooths out combustion 
pulses at speeds that would have 
other engines stalling. Accelera- 
tion lacks the whip-crack wrench 
of modern fours, but is quite 
enough to make the dual seat’s 
mid-way backstop necessary. 

Long-term comfort is very 
apparent: there’s no vibration at 
any normal speeds, the suspen- 
sion feels well sprung and firmly 
damped, and the riding position is 
sportingly comfortable in a rather 
BMW- ish style. 

The 100mph maximum of our 
test bike — Hesketh is aiming at 
140mph — was attained without 
the slightest hesitation. High- 
speed stability was perfect and 
handling is satisfyingly neutral, 
although, at very low speeds, the 
steering feels a little heavy and 


obviously top line, and, while it is 
difficult to come to hard-and-fast 
conclusions, it is unlikely that 
serious corrosion would set in. 


If you cut your motorcycling teeth 
on Japanese machines, then the 
Bonneville is not for you. . . unless, 
of course, you have grown 
weary of bland sweetness or 


Sawer 


slow, probably because of the 
long wheelbase. 

Gear changing is a pleasure, 
thanks principally to the super- 
light hydraulic clutch, the light 
gear-pedal movement and the ab- 
sence of transmission back-lash. 

Hesketh is claiming a power 
development of 86bhp at the 
crankshaft for the final product. 
In practical road-going terms, this 
will probably approximate to a 
top speed of 130mph and around 
77bhp at the rear wheel. More 
speed would be unusable, and 
more power would increase fuel 
consumption to well above the 
projected S50mpg average. It is 
anticipated that the weight of the 
550lb fully tanked-up prototype 
will drop by approximately 25lb 
on the production models. 

The finish and engineering 
quality on the model riden was 
superb, and, if Hesketh can hold 
this on the factory conveyor belt, 
it will be a big selling point. 


It’s hard to justify this as a test 
report; our trials took place on a 
handbuilt special. However, if the 
Hesketh does achieve full produc- 
tion status in the planned two 
years, there is little doubt that it 
will be a prestige motorcycle. 
Whether or not the company can 
hold down the price to the sub- 
£4000 tag for which it is aiming is a 
matter of conjecture. In any event, 
it is extremely unlikely that annual 
production will ever exceed 2000. 
But isn’t it a magnificent gesture 
at this stage of the East-West 
transportation ‘war’? 


have lost patience with the rapidly 
worsening Japanese spares prob- 
lems. If so, and you want to try an 
honest motorcycle — one that 
looks, sounds and feels like a real 
motorcycle for a change, and 
offers all-round economy motor- 
cycling — then look no further: 
your steed awaits. 

If, on the other hand, you plan to 
do a lot of regular, long-distance, 
high-speed travelling, then be kind 
to an old design: leave the Bon- 
neville alone. DAVID MINTON 


45 
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fo your rear 


Like most motorists we’re sure Pockets, Spat Flaps, Screen 

that you know what looks good Huggers, Dashes, Power Intakes, 
and represents value for money. Instrument Pods—if you would 
That is why we’re asking you to like to see more, either ask your 
look at the Autoplas Collection. local accessory shop or write to 
Starting with our popular range us fora leaflet... 


of Rear Visors (over 150 


models)—sharp and sleek in 

design, easy to fit with no drilling aa ont 
or screwing. Autoplas are 

approved suppliers to some of 

Europe’s largest. motor auto- las 
manufacturers. Wheelies—push 


on wheel covers, Trim Rims, Door Ty 


Autoplas, 90 Main Road, Hawkwell, 
Essex SS5 4JH, England. 

Tel: Southend-on-Sea (0702) 202795 
Telex: 995395 Visors G 


| INSURANCE 


Frenzy and 
neighbours 


MAKING USE Of the first sunny day 
for weeks, Arthur Hawkins 
decided to spend Sunday after- 
noon under his car. He didn’t pre- 
tend to know much about what 
went on under a car’s bonnet, but 
he did have enough sense to 
replace his oil filter and change 
the oil when needed. And it 
needed changing this Sunday. 
As he struggled with the sump 
plug, his ever-helpful neighbour, 
accountant David Webb, saun- 
tered up the driveway to offer his 
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miles too loose,’ he told Hawkins. 
There was silence from under- 


neath the car. 


‘Tell you ‘what,’ continued 


Webb, ‘T’ll fix it for you.’ Without 


waiting for a reply he trotted 
home for his toolkit, and returned 
armed to the teeth. 

‘Oh well,’ thought Hawkins, 
‘even he can’t come to much 
harm with a simple job like that.’ 

Perhaps it would be more accu- 
rate to call Webb a born mechanic 
rather than a trained one, for no 
professional would have done 
what he did. Reaching for the 
required nut with one spanner, he 
rested another on top of the bat- 
tery .. . There was a resounding 
‘woof as the resulting sparks 
ignited the battery’s hydrogen 
vapour — which in turn set off the 
petrol vapour from the carburet- 
tor. Arthur Hawkins scrambled 
out from underneath like a 
greyhound from its trap. 

To their open-mouthed neigh- 
bours, the next minute must have 
seemed like a Laurel-and-Hardy 
sketch as surprise gave way to 
panic. But it wasn’t so funny 
when they realised just how much 
damage the blaze had done. 


antagonising neighbours, and put 
on a nonchalant air. ‘Oh well,’ he 
said, ‘I guess that’s why I have 
insurance. I'll put in a claim and 
get my money.’ 

He was right, but only to a 
point. His insurance company did 
pay up, but on reflection decided 
that, as David Webb had caused 
the fire through carelessness to 
the extent of being negligent, it 
was David who was ultimately 
responsible and should repay the 
company. And, after taking 
expert advice, David Webb 
decided to reach for his cheque 
book and sign away £200. 

The AA’s manager of motor 
insurance services, Mike Saun- 
ders, saw no way out for the help- 
ful neighbour. ‘Mr Hawkins’ 
company is right in saying that the 
primary claim is against the 
amateur mechanic. He should 
have taken more care. I agree that 
Mr Hawkins’ claim was, in the 
first instance, against the person 
who caused the damage, but that 
did not preclude him from claim- 
ing under his own policy as the 
risk of fire was covered. 

‘Generally speaking, whether 
an insurance company would 


the man who negligently caused 
the damage would depend on 
whether he was worth, as they 
say, ‘‘powder and shot’’. How- 
ever, if he was ‘‘a man of straw’’ 
with little financial means, it 
probably wouldn’t bother.’ 

Had Mr Hawkins been the one 
responsible, it would have been a 
different story, for in the world of 
insurance you cannot be negligent 
towards yourself. An insurance. 
company can only recover its 
costs from a third party — some- 
one outside the contract of the 
insurance. 

Adds Saunders: ‘There is an 
obvious lesson in this story. If 
you get a friend to service or 
tinker with your car, it can cause 
problems, and clearly the person 
doing the work needs to be aware 
of them. However, I think that, in 
the majority of cases, insurance 
companies work on the basis that 
they will pay unless there has 
been a blatant disregard of the 
policy conditions. 

‘Oh, and if Mr Webb decides to 
continue his good-neighbour 
activities, he’d better get cover 
with a personal liability policy for 
possible future negligence 


Hawkins knew the danger of 


choose to pursue its claim against 


claims.’ ROBERT OXFORD 


‘expert’ advice. ‘Your fan belt’s 
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Cakes and ale 


_ITWASN’T So long ago that all you could find 
_to eat in many pubs was a packet of crisps 
and adubious-looking pork pie. How things 
' have changed... 

_ In fact, quite a revolution has been taking 
place in pub eating, as breweries and pub- 
licans alike have come to realise that good 
food can do wonders for profits. 

The wind of change began blowing 
immediately after World War 2, thanks to 
the vision of the late Simon Coombe, then 

chairman of Watney, Coombe and Reid. Of 
_the: major brewery chiefs at the time, he 
alone had the foresight to institute a policy 
‘that was to spell the end of the pub’s 
‘working-class image. After that, it was 
almost inevitable that catering would 
become an increasingly important priority. 
- Indeed, the Watneys organisation was 
one of the first to start the trend, culminat- 
ing in the 1950s with its Schooner Inn 
steak-bar pubs. 

- ‘Since then,’ says William Adkins, a 
former director of some of Watney’s sub- 
‘sidiaries and now joint-chairman of the 
iaison committee between the industry 


on providing attractive, wholesome fare 
| that won't make a big dent in customers’ 
| wallets. Today, alot of money is being spent 
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and the AA, ‘greater stress has been placed — 


by publicans on kitchen modernisation.’ 
_ Unlike wine bars (featured in the May- 
June issue of DRIVE), pubs usually offer hot 
meals, though from a plain menu. But there 
are increasing signs of a more-imaginative, 
adventurous approach: some establish- 
ments are already offering lists of semi- 
gourmet dishes. 

‘Obviously, a number have run separate 
restaurants for years,’ says Adkins, ‘but the 
vogue at the moment is to integrate eating 
and drinking — and a lot of brainwork is 
going into this line of thinking to preserve 
the unique character of the English pub. 

‘You can see the way things are going in 
city centres, especially at lunchtime. These 
pubs are luring more and more business- 
men for four good reasons — the food, the 
price, the drink, and the atmosphere.’ 

DRIVE asked some of the AA’s restaurant 
inspectors for their verdicts on three of the 
many pubs that they have recently visited 
for the AA guide, 999 Places to Eat Out for 
Around £5 (£1.95). 

The Flask Tavern, Highgate West Hill, 
Highgate, London: its three bars offer 
appetising snacks in genuine olde-worlde 
surroundings. One of these, however, also 
provides a substantial three-course meal 
for about £3. This includes soup or grape- 
fruit, and sauté kidneys, fried plaice, fried 
rock salmon, or cod and shrimp mornay. 
Dessert is a choice of ice creams or banana 
fritters, and wine is about 45p a glass. 

The Duke William, Bailgate, Lincoln: a 
charming, 18th-century hostelry, serving 
homely lunches and a fairly extensive din- 
ner menu. The three-course lunch includes 
home-made steak-and-kidney pie, grilled 
plaice and ham salad for around £3.50. The 
choice for dinner includes fried whitebait 
and grilled trout with almonds, or chickena 
la creme for about £6, with coffee and wine 
extra. 

The Dog and Gun, Lake Road, Keswick, 
Cumbria: for around £2.50, you can enjoy 
home-cooked ham with jacket potato 


(salad extra). Another speciality of this 
genuine old coaching inn is beef curry and 
rice, interestingly garnished with tomato, 
peach and cucumber. Wine is served by the 
glass from about 60p. ROY JOHNSTONE 


BUY FROM THE BIGGEST! 


SEWCRAFT 
SEWING MACHINES 


off R.R.P.on 


NEW SEWING & 
KNITTING MACHINES 


The largest distributors in 
the UK of Frister & Rossmann, ' 
Viking-Husqvarna, Necchi, 

E Pfaff & Elna sewing machines 
We also stock and recommend 
Bernina, Toyota, Jones, Knitmaster, { 
Novum, New Home, Singer and Riccar. 


AON TEER HIGHEST DISCOUNTS 
IN THE UK. — We guarantee we are - 
j never knowingly undersold by any | 
other bone-fide Sewing Machine 
Agent in the UK. 
@ Mail Order or visit our huge modern 
showrooms - the most up to the minute 
in the UK. @ Send for our colour 
catalogue and discount prices list to 
Dept. DR at our Thames St. branch or 
phone 01-546 5454/01-748 0808 or 5511 | 
01-549 3801 @ PART EXCHANGES 
welcome @ Dependable after-sales l 
service @ Makers full Guarantees @Full 
] demonstration facilities @ Immediate j 


Free delivery in UK. 
} HAMMERSMITH: 150-150a King St, London 
W6. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 Thur 9-1. KINGSTON: 
34-36 Thames St, Kingston-on-Thames, 
Surrey. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 


l Easy parking both branches. j 
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DRIVE WINTER-BREAK SUPPLEMENT 


Summer going? Snows coming? It’s 
not the end of the world — just the end of the 
year. And you don’t have to go into 
hibernation. DRIVE asked two travel experts 
what their fancies turn to in 
autumn and winter. Their options range 
from under £20 to over £750. 


EEKEND GUESTS at the 

Royal Chase, Shaftesbury, 
jump for joy — with parachute — 
as part of their package break. 
Those searching for two days’ 
relaxation at the Amberley Inn, 
Stroud, get the chance to go glid- 
ing or two days’ free golf on the 
adjacent course. At the Met- 
ropole, Birmingham, they give 
you a shotgun to aid your winter 
breakaway. 

The British hotel weekend has 
undergone a big change from the 
days when the only extra was an 
umbrella to help keep off the rain. 
You can still get a quiet stay, but 
guests are now swamped by activ- 
ity breaks, from ghost-hunting to 
gastronomic feasts, as hundreds 
of hotels compete to fill empty 
rooms in economic hard times. 

Your two-night stay can be as 
little as half the normal tariff, and 
a price-cutting battle is radically 
changing the stay-at-home- 
watching-telly habits of 
thousands of us. Some breaks 
with room and private bath, half- 
board and a Saturday-night 
dinner-dance cost no more than 
the ordinary return rail fare from 
the Midlands to London. And for 
little more, many will throw in the 
rail ticket, too. 

If your tastes run more to a 
weekend in Paris than Polperro, 
or Geneva than Jersey there are 
economical deals-with-hotels for 
less than the normal return air 
fare. Still cheaper are the many 
mini-cruises and shore stays sold 
by ferry lines on routes to every- 
where, from Scandinavia to 
France. 

The following is just a taste of 
next winter’s weekend feast. 


PLAYING AT 
HOME 


Hotels in Britain make their 
weekend offers one big away- 
game, with Breakaways, Husha- 
ways, Whileaways, Getaways 
and even Stay-aways; but they 
usually add up to much the same 
thing — two nights’ stay between 
Friday and Sunday with half- 
board. More and more, however, 
now offer ‘activities’ as an extra. 
Sports such as golf, tennis, riding, 
angling, squash and badminton 
feature strongly, but there are 
also scores of hobby weekends, 
from birdwatching to basketmak- 
ing, and culture weekends of art, 
music, antiques, history and 
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archaeology. Embassy Hotels, a 
market leader in leisure-learning 
weekends, is offering 14 different 
subjects in the 1980-1981 late- 
break ‘term’. 

You may, on the other hand, 
prefer the livelier city centre 
weekends, with nightclubs, 
theatres and shopping trips as 
optional extras — often with 
inclusive rail travel at discount 
rates. 

Country or city prices are often 
similar, and, this winter, you can 
expect to pay on average between 
£25 and £40, according to stan- 
dards. Watch for bargains, for it’s 
how badly a particular hotel 
needs your business that often 
dictates rates at this slack time of 
year. Watch out, too, for breaks 
that don’t include VAT or offer 
only breakfast: more-generous 
hotels provide free newspapers, 
morning tea, and so on. Chil- 
dren’s charges can vary widely. 

Choosing which hotel from 
hundreds can be difficult, but 
many breaks are centrally mar- 
keted through the big hotel chains 
or linked groups of independent 
establishments. Biggest of the lat- 
ter is Best Western, with more 
than 140 mainly country-seaside 
hotels all over Britain. Each with 
its own personality, they offer an 
amazing range of activities, all 
listed in a combined brochure. 

Many break-hotels are now fol- 
lowing a trend of offering a daily 
meal allowance — usually £6 to £8 
— instead of table d’héte, and lets 
you choose a la carte. 

One of the largest of the com- 
pany chains offering weekend 
breaks at 75 cosy, small-to- 
medium-size provincial hotels is 
Anchor Hotels. Its rates range 


from £25 to £34 for two nights, but . 


it also specialises in cheaper 
one-night stays that include meals 
with free wine and coffee. 
Grand Metropolitan’s ‘bait’ is 
the gift of a lady’s or gent’s gold- 
plated watch to anyone buying 
four full weekends. Its Camelot 
country-hotel weekends of two 
nights’ half-board, aimed at 
motorists, also include free stays 
for children sharing, and cost 
from £36, with activities such as 
birdwatching, brass-rubbing and 
ski-ing as optional extras. It also 
offers London weekends with 
cheap rail travel. You can travel 
from the West Midlands, for 
example, and have a two-nights’ 
stay with breakfast for just £39. 


(mm 


* —/ 


dy 


i 


A 
plo NN 


DRIVE September-October 1980 | 


9) Got ol 
PEE SIZ af 4 


DRIVE September-October 1980 


Rens Biesma 


WINTER BREAKS 


Discount vouchers for two 
restaurant meals are also 
included. 

The Crest group, on the other 
hand, is courting AA members 
with special rates. 

Embassy Hotels caters espe- 
cially for families, with no charge 
for children under 12 and no 
single-room charge either. It has 
four London hotels where bed 
and breakfast rates start at £29, or 
it has Hushaway breaks at nearly 
50 country hotels from £24. The 
Rank group has five London 
hotels offering two-night stays 
from £29. 

One of the cheapest London 
buys, this winter, must be the £22 
for two nights at either of Norfolk 
Capital’s two new Fairway Inns 
in Kensington and Bayswater. A 
weekend at its London Metropole 
for £25 isn’t overpriced, either. 

Birmingham may not seem the 
best place for a holiday, but it’s 
not all car-factories and Spaghetti 
Junction. If you want to be a big 
noise, try its £62.10 shooting 
weekend — with tuition on a 
nearby country estate. 

The City of Brighton claims to 
have invented the weekend away, 
and Brighton Corporation has a 
brochure listing £16-£40 Weeken- 
ders that can include tickets to a 
pre-West-End performance at the 
resort’s Theatre Royal. 

Scattered across the country 
are the eight hotels in the Kings- 
mead group offering £15.50-a- 
night ‘scenechanger breaks’. 
Take your pick from Coaching 
Inns, cottages or Georgian man- 
sions, and, should your children 
accompany you, you need pay 
only for their meals. 

The 17 hotels in the Scottish 
Highlard chain stretch — oddly 
enough — from Yorkshire to the 
Hebrides. Many are conveniently 
close to golf courses — Troon, 
Pitlochry and Nairn for example 
— and prime fishing waters — 
Lairg, Tongue, Gairloch and Pit- 
lochry — and golfers and fisher- 
men are notoriously immune to 
winter weather . . . especially at 
prices as low as £13.50 a day. 

There is almost nothing that 
isn’t available with weekends 
from Britain’s biggest hotel chain, 
Trust Houses Forte. Personally, 
I’d settle for the real-ale stays, 
including five free pints of cask 
ale that the Royal Chase, Shaftes- 
bury provides. Why don’t they 
call that a ‘Boozeaway’ . . ? 


CONTINENTAL 
JOURNEYS 


A weekend in Paris is certainly 
not a flight of fancy — not since 
the new schedule-flight ‘Super- 
pex’ fares of only £45 return. 
These are for limited departure 
only, and the hotel isn’t included, 
but it does mean that you can now 
put together your own cheap pac- 
kage. And French hotels are the 
cheapest thing in that country: 
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usually, you rent a ‘family room’ 
at rates prescribed by the gov- 
ernment and put into it virtually 
as many people as you like. 
There are similar low- 
excursion fares planned for other 
European cities, and there’s 
going to be plenty of scope for 
quick breaks over there this 
winter. The Swiss Tourist Board, 
for example, offers three nights 
b&b by Lake Geneva for just £20. 
A lot of tour firms, too, cut 
costs by offering a wide permuta- 
tion of travel links, combining air 
with coach and rail, to give good 
savings for just an hour or two 
extra on the journey. Paris Travel 
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Service, for example, offers a £59 
weekend package that includes a 
Dan-Air flight from Lydd, Kent, 
to Beauvais, France, and coaches 
linking London and Paris. For 
another £7 to £9, it also offers 
direct flights from Gatwick/ 
Heathrow to Le Touquet, with 
rail travel at the London and Paris 
ends. Supplements for flying 
direct from the provinces range 
from £13 (East Midlands) to £64 
(Aberdeen). Another prominent 
operator, Time Off, sells two- 
night Paris stays from £72.10, 
using flights from Gatwick, 
Southend and Southampton to Le 
Touquet, plus rail. Direct 


Country calm — the Beaufort Hotel in Tintern, Gwent. You could even compose a few lines in the abbey opposite a 
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London-Paris packages cost from 
£75.50; Birmingham starts cost 
£19.10 extra, and Bristol/Cardiff 
is £17.30 more. Shopping around 
can turn up cheaper buys, too. 


Falcon Leisure, for example, — 


offers two nights in late-autumn 
Paris from £57, with direct flights 
to and from London Gatwick, 


while Travelscene goes into the 


winter with a £64 offer. 


Both Falcon and Travelscenel 


are among the wide choice of — 


operators marketing that 
second-most-popular European 
weekend city — Amsterdam — 


from £67 and £74 respectively, up | 


to the end of October. Falcon also 
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dishes, é 
reasonable prices. Swiss 


Amsterdam Bruxelles 


Frankfurt Munchen 


Milano 


Very Reasonable Prices 


The Lake of Geneva Region. 


is often called ‘Switzerland in 
miniature’, its varied scenery 
giving an excellent picture of 
Switzerland as a whole. It is 
situated in the south-west of 
the country and has four 
outstanding tourist assets: its 
Alps, with the well-known 
resorts of Villars, Leysin, Les 
Diablerets, Chateau d’Oex and 
Les Mosses; the mountain 
chain of the Jura with Ste. 
Croix-Les Rasses, the Vallée 
de Joux and St. Cergue, several 
famous lakes, including the 
Lake of Geneva with towns like 
Montreux, Vevey, Lausanne, 
Morges, Rolle, Nyon, and the 
international metropolis of 
Geneva along its shores, and 
the lake of Neuchatel, with 
Yverdon-les-Bains at its 
southern end; and finally, lovely 
countryside, in particular the 
valley of the Broye on the way 
to Berne, completes the very 
wide choice that gives the Lake 
of Geneva Region its charm. 

It is also famed for its 
culinary: traditions — 
influenced by French cuisine 
— which have contributed to a 
large extent to the renown of 
Swiss cooking. Many speciali- 
ties of the Lake of Geneva 
‘Region are found side by side 
with the more traditional 
gastronomy. There is a. large 
variety of small, really local 
available at very 
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cheese dishes, ‘‘fondues’’, 
“racilettes’’ and fritters, are 
very popular, especially when 
accompanied by the excellent 
local white wine. Lake fish 


including delicious perch. 


fillets, trout, pike and fera, 
“cochonnaille’’ (a pork dish), 
Payerne and Geneva sausages 


are all typical culinary 
specialities. 

The prices charged in hotels 
and restaurants are very 


reasonable when one takes 
into account the quality of the 
dishes and the service offered. 
A coffee or a cup of tea for 
example costs about £0.40 
(S.Fr. 1.40), a ‘croissant’ £0.10 
(S.Fr. 0.40), a 2 dl glass of beer 


£0125" (SFY. 00:90) angina 
“fondue” £2.70 (S.Fr. 9.50). In 
addition, many restaurants 


offer the day’s special for £2.30 
(S.Fr. 8.-) or £2.60 (S.Fr. 9.-) 
service included, while the 


_ price of a meal in a better class 


restaurant varies between 
£5.20 (S.Fr. 18.—) and £7.— 
(S.Fr. 25. —). 

3 Nights from £20: (S.Fr.69.-) 
is one of the hotel arrange- 
ments offered by the tourist 
offices of the Lake of Geneva 
Region, comprising accommo- 
dation in twin-bedded rooms, 
breakfast, taxes and service 
charges included. This basic 
offer is completed by a whole 


range of attractive and 
inexpensive — package 
arrangements. 


The Highest 


Did you know that the 
fountain with the highest jet of 
water in the world is in 
Geneva? The jet rises out of 
the lake, just off shore, to a 
height of 460 ft. Each second, 


OLION 


The canton of Fribourg 
contains many historic towns. 
including its capital, Fribourg, 
and the charming cities of 
Morat, on the shore of the lake 
of the same name, Estavayer- 
le-Lac, on the shore of the lake 
of Neuchatel, and Romont, 
Bulle and Gruyéres in the Fore- 
Alps. It is also renowned for 


the lovely, — still-picturesque 
regions of Charmey, Moléson 
and the ‘‘Lac Noir’ (Black 
Lake). 


Information 


@ Swiss National Tourist 
Office, Swiss Centre, 1 New 
Coventry Street, Tel. 01-734 19 
21 - TX 21295 Swisturist Idn. 
P.O. Box 10, Wardour Street, 
London W1V 4B. 


@ Office du tourisme du 
Canton de Vaud, avenue de la 
Gare 10, CH-1002 Lausanne, 
tel. 01041/21/22 77 82, TX 24390. 


@ Office du tourisme de 
Geneve, rue de la Tour de I'lle 
1, CH-1204 Geneve, tel. 
01041/22/28 72 33, TX 22 795. 


@® Office neuchatelois du 
tourisme, rue du Tresor 9, 
CH-2000 Neuchatel, tel. 
01041/38/25 17. 89. 


@ Union fribourgeoise du 
tourisme, route Neuve 6, 
GH:-170053 Fribourg: itel, 


01041/37/23 33 63, TX 36499. 


Booking (Through your travel 
agency or the local tourist 
office). 


Fribourg-Neuchatel Region 


Jet of Water 


no less than 110 gallons of 
water are thrown up into the 
sky at a speed of nearly 125 
miles an hour to create the 
unforgettable sight for which 
Geneva is famous. 


A NOY 


Neuchatel is a canton of 
mountains — with the Jura 
range; and water — with the 


lakes of Neuchatel and Bienne. 
La Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzer- 
land’s watchmaking capital, 
and Le Locle, the city of 
precision engineering, are 
surrounded by large woods 
and pastures, while Neuchatel, 


an historic town for studying 


and holidays, is 


ideally 


situated on the shores of the 
lake that bears its name. 


Lake Geneve Region 
The lake of Geneva 
CH-1211 Geneve 
CH-1260 Nyon 
CH-1180 Rolle 
CH-1110 Morges 
CH-1006 Lausanne 
CH-1605 Chexbres 
CH-1800 Vevey 
CH-1820 Montreux 


The Broye 
CH-1530 Payerne 


Nord vaudois 
CH-1400 Yverdon-les-Bains 
CH-1450 Ste-Croix-les-Rasses 


The Jura 

CH-1347 Vallée de Joux/Le 
Sentier 

CH-1264 St-Cergue 


The Alps 

CH-1837 Chateau-d'Oex 
CH-1865 Les Diablerets 
CH-1854 Leysin 
CH-1861 Les Mosses 
CH-1884 Villars 


Fribourg-Neuchatel Region 
CH-1700 Fribourg 

CH-3280 Morat 

CH-1630 Bulle 

CH-1661 Gruyéres-Moléson 
CH-1637 Charmey 

CH-2000 Neuchatel 
CH-2300 La Chaux-de-Fonds 
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Intriguing, romantic, 
colourful, stylish — 


Brighton is yours to 
explore together on a 
“Brighton 
Weekender.” 


Free colour 
brochure with 
dozens of low 
price short break 
offers from Room 
66, Holiday Bureau, 
Brighton. BN1 1EQ. Or phone 


0273 23168. 
(24 hour answering service). 


WINTER BREAKS 

caters for ‘independents’, with 
poundsaver return flights for £49 
to both Paris and Amsterdam. 

The majority of two-night, 
direct-flight weekends in the 
Dutch city, however, are in the 
£80-£100 range; Anglia Holidays 
weekends start at around £82, but 
it can also offer departures from 
many UK airports for supple- 
ments of £3-£32. 

The Belgian cities and resorts 
of Brussels, Bruges, Ghent and 
Ostend have a strong following 
among Britons, and the Belgian 
Travel Service lists inclusive 
two-night stays from £69 to £89, 
flying from Southend, Gatwick or 
Heathrow. It also has special 
weekend trips to beer festivals 
and a winter carnival in Ostend. 
W Germany, too, can offer lively 
weekends, such as the Munich 
Oktoberfest and Rhine wine 
celebrations. You could even 
sample the delights of Hamburg’s 
Reeperbahn on a two-night trip 
by air from London with RACS 
Tours. It costs from £110 — but 
we must stress that this one is not 
all-inclusive .. . 


GOODBYE 
SAILORS 


Proof that nothing will stop many 
Britons taking a weekend break in 
winter, nowadays, is the way they 
take mini-cruises and other inclu- 
sive ferry deals — despite the risk 


+ Re 


AA HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS IN BRITAIN 


New: 1981 Edition Available October 


and dining 


+ +t t+ F 


All establishments AA inspected 
All information updated 

624 pages including London plans and atlas section 
Colour feature on waterside restaurants 


Reserve Your Copy NOW! 


ane eee ier ene ercnnns domes amma airina Ue yes om yee oe ecu nyo oot Fee ae ee yey es, ee le eee 


Essential reading for comfortable accommodation and enjoyable wining 


Please reserve ME 6.66 onc sie ass copies of the 1981 AA Hotels and Restaurants in Britain (Ref. 55958) ) 
@ £4.45 incl. p&p per copy, available October. 


} 
Tenclose my cheque/PO for £........ 0. sss cececececeeeeececncecscnees ph Ah Bie Ih lah le Nh rte a sph ; 
Membership No. (ifany) ............. 4p eld scala oe ea aa SONG TA PUES SahtaN ae Wo Wai dicae MES ' 
Signed (I am over 18) ........ iat pi EOE easy shaty a. o's ues fe alone xe lea a dat amma nae eae ey a pitwnta ele matte cate q 


Please return completed coupon (no stamp needed) to: 
AA Mail Order Dept., FREEPOST, PO Box 50, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2BR. r 


Orders without signature cannot be accepted. Offer available to UK addresses only. 273 Uy 
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of gales. Very low fares are, of 
course, the big bait, but extra 
incentives are the cheap deals, 
offering coach tours, gourmet 
trips, shopping weekends, cut- 
price or even free-car rates and 
free drinks. 

The range of destinations is 
comprehensive, too — Scan- 
dinavia, W Germany, Holland, 
Belgium and France. On some 
trips, you can spend a night or two 
on foreign soil; on others, shore 
leave is just a few hours. Value is 
high, but does depend on your sea 
legs. For that reason, it probably 
pays to buy deals where meals are 
an extra charge . 

Alternatively, ‘choose short, 
cross-Channel ferry voyages that 
simply serve as a way to taking a 
normal Continental weekend. 
The lines package these as well. 
The Danish line DFDS, offers a 
43hr round-trip from Harwich to 
Esbjerg on large, modern ferries, 
with plenty of facilities such as 
dicos, pub, shops, roomy lounges 
and children’ s playrooms. The 
cruise includes a S5hr stopover 
with coach trip. Cost? From £15, 
excluding meals but with cabin. 
Special ‘celebrate-at-sea’ cruises, 
with meals, wine and liquor cost 
from £40 (limited to minimum par- 
ties of eight). Crossings plus a 
night or two ashore, hotel 
included, are priced from £36 with 
your own Car. 

Tor Line runs a slightly longer 


round-crossing of 50hr from 
Harwich to Gothenburg, Swe- 
den, in equally roomy, modern 
ferries, for £32-plus, excluding 
meals, but also with city coach 
tour during the 4hr stay in port. 

A harbour sightseeing trip is 
part of the mini-cruise sold by 
Prins Line on its 44hr round voy- 
ages from Harwich to Hamburg, 
with slightly shorter trips to Bre- 
merhaven, including a coach 
tour. Costs for both are from £22. 

The Harwich-Hook of Holland 
crossing is hardly a cruise, but 
Sealink has plenty of weekend 
holidays with a night ashore in 
Amsterdam, Ostend, Brussels, 
Antwerp, Liege and Namur from 
about £38 (additional night from 
£10). It has similar stays in Calais, 
Dunkirk, Le Touquet and Lille, 
all including rail travel from Lon- 
don, with much-reduced rates for 
train connections from farther 
afield. An added bonus is a free 
pack of a litre of spirits and two 
litres of wine. This ‘goodie’ is also 
part of the two-night ‘bonus 
breakaways’ in the Channel 
Islands, costing from £43, with 
sailings from either Portsmouth 
or Weymouth. There’s a moder- 
ate extra charge for taking your 
car. 

Rival Townsend Thoresen 
offers Inclusive Motoring Holi- 
days,’ with two nights in the 
Netherlands, W Germany and 
France. Car (any length) plus 


Your Dreams s of England are = 


With ad Fa8, ENG 
Kingsmead Hotele was 
Scenechanger Weekends™ 


Let us revive your love of England at one of our carefully selectedihotels. 
_ Each one a stones throw away from many local attractions, varying 
from the rolling Cotswold Hills with their nestling hamlets to the ‘elegance of 
Bath with its splendid crescents. 

Let us pamper you for a few days and re-kindle your love for England. 
From £31.00 for Dinner, Bed & Breakfast per person for 2 days inc. VAT ° 


For more information send for our free colour brochure All hotels AA & RAC *** 
a hs 
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LONDON WOBURN 
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The Old Brewery, High Street, 
Theale, Berkshire RG7 5AH 
ID Telephone: 0734 302925 
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Enjoy a 


bargain break 
ata 
Rank Hotel 


Take a well-earned break —- and your 
as of seven of England’s best hotels. 
neach, you'll find supremely comfort- 
able rooms with bath, shower, radio and 
colourTV. You'll discover stylish 
restaurants, friendly bars and the kind of 
service you expect from first- class hotels. 


In the : 
West Country £33* 


The Unicorn Hotel, Bristol. An ideal 
centre for touring the beautiful West 
Country, the Cotswolds and Wales. Close 
to the city centre, the hotel is delightfully 
situated by Narrow Quay. Arriving by 
car, you can literally drive up to the 
floor your room is on. 


In Kent £33* 


Just off the A20 east of Maidstone, 
the Great Danes Hotel is set in twenty 
acres of parkland a few minutes walk 
from Leeds Castle. For golf enthusiasts, 
daily green fees for the Castle’s 9 hole 
(18 tees) course are included in the cost 
of your weekend. The hotel holds a 
dinner dance every Saturday. There is 
also an indoor heated swimming pool 
and a pitch and putt course. 


In London from £29 


Choose from five of London’s major 
hotels -[The White House £29, The 
Gloucester £35, Royal Garden £38, Royal 
Lancaster £38 and Athenaeum £47. Al 
are centrally located and within easy 
reach of the West End’s shopping and 
entertainment centres. 


These rates are from 1st November 

and are for two nights (Fri/Sat or Sat/Sun), 
per person sharing a twin-bedded room and 
include English Breakfast, service and VAT. 
*£33 also includes a Dine Around Voucher 
for a full meal each day. 

For reservations or brochure on Rank 
Hotels Weekend Breaks, contact Rank 
Hotels Inclusive Travel Department on 
01-937 0088/9 or complete and return the 
coupon. 


To: Rank Hotels Inclusive Travel 
Department, 51 Holland Street, London W8 
7JB. Please send me literature on your 
bargain weekends. 


Name 
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Scottish 


Highland Hotels 


Autumn and Winter Breaks 


Scottish Highland Hotels have 
hotels located throughout 
Scotland which allows us to offer a 
variety of choice to satisfy every. 
taste. Golf, fishing, touring or just 
resting, our hotels provide all of 
these facilities and much more. 


Autumn 

From 15th September to 5th 
October a 30% reduction is offered 
on the daily demi-pension (dinner, 
room, breakfast and private bath) 
rate for a holiday of 4 nights or 
more at an hotel or hotels in the 
group. 


Winter Break 

Six of our hotels are offering a 
Winter Break at rates starting at 
only £13.50 per person for Dinner, 
Room, Breakfast and Private Bath. 
In addition a £1 welcome drink 
voucher is attached to our 
brochure. 


In both Autumn and Winter 
excellent reductions are available 
for children. 


-So take advantage of these exiting 


offers now and write to or 
telephone: 

Department DI, 

Central Reservations, 
Scottish Highland Hotels, 
98 West George Street, 
Glasgow G2 1PW 

Tel: 041-332 6538 
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A tally of five cities around Europe. 
Top: Paris’s Montmartre — where 
avement artists will sell you an origi- 
al, or even yourself in oils; middle: 
Brussels town hall —centre of Europe; 
left: a bridge not-too-far —the Magere 
Bridge over the Amstel in Amster- 


the traditionally North British Hotel 
in Edinburgh 


DRive September-October 1980 


dam; above: home again, home again ° 


driver to Amsterdam will cost £61 
(additional passenger £34); Paris 
is £70 (£40); and Bruges will cost 
£68 (£41). 

P&O Ferries, too, runs mini- 
breaks that include a £19 one- 
night stay in Boulogne, or a 
ferry-coach-trip from around £25 
for a night in Paris. Its jetfoil from 
London to Ostend plus hire-car 
comes in deals from £73 for one- 
night shore (without hotel). 

On the equally fast Seajet route 
from Brighton to Dieppe, there 
are one-to-three-night hotel stays 
from around £40, or coach-jet- 
coach trips from Victoria to Paris 
from £36. The Channel hover- 
craft services of Hoverlloyd and 
Seaspeed also have cheap breaks. 

Further west, Brittany Ferries 
sails from Plymouth and Ports- 
mouth to Roscoff and St Malo, 
with a choice of 24hr and 60hr 
round-trips costing from only £13 
and £18. There are also half-board 
hotel breaks, from £22 for a night 
(£8-plus for extra nights) in 
Brittany. BILL GLENTON 


Better 


late than 


never 


AY BACK IN 1950, when I 
was 10 years old, a retired 
farmer moved into the house next 
door. He was a quiet and charm- 


| ing old chap, fond of gardening 


and watching cricket, who lived 
modestly and spent his summer 
holidays in unexceptional places 
such as Bournemouth and Llan- 
dudno. But we regarded him as 
the next best thing to having 
Marco Polo or Christopher Col- 
umbus as a neighbour. Why? 
Because every autumn he packed 
his bags again and sailed off to 
... South Africa, no less. 
Times change. Few of us can 
afford to slip away for a couple of 
months’ pre-Christmas sun, but 
The Late Break — be it a 
weekend or a full-scale second 
holiday — is nowadays no more 
astonishing than the two-car fam- 
ily. Two or three days away from 
it all in Gt Britain — a full week, 
even — brings numerous Euro- 
pean destinations within reach. 
And, if time and money are avail- 
able, what better than to relax on 
a sun-kissed beach, while weath- 
ermen back home warn of fogs, 
frosts, gales and floods? A word 
with your nearest AA Travel 
agent will reveal something for 
most pockets and tastes. 
Talking of taste, how about a 
gastronomic weekend, to get the 
palate tuned-up for Christmas? 
Torquay’s five-star Imperial 
Hotel charges £126 per head for 
the pleasure of enjoying superb 


Taal 


meals prepared by some of 
Europe’s leading chefs. The 
Imperial also runs an ‘arts and 
antiques’ weekend in October, 
with television’s Arthur Negus 
topping the bill. 

Other short-stay packages 
cater for all manner of specialised 
interests. For instance, cut-price 
admission to Donnington Park is 
included in the breaks at The 
Post House at Sandiacre, on the 
main Derby-Nottingham road. 
Donnington .is_ Britain’s most 
modern racing circuit, and 
housed there is a superb collec- 
tion of racing cars, as well as Ley- 
land’s historic vehicles. 

If, however, sun, sand and 
complete relaxation rate high on 
your priority list, then Spain, Por- 
tugal, Cyprus, Corfu, Malta and 
the like are obvious late-break 
targets. But, if you fancy some- 
thing just a little more stimulating, 
why not visit one or more of the 
great cities in and near Europe? 
Cosmos, for instance, operates 
tours to Rome, Athens, 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Cairo and 
elsewhere until well into the 
autumn. Nine October days in 
Cairo — just over five flying 
hours from Heathrow — cost 
around £230, on a_bed-and- 
breakfast basis: eight half-board 
days in Athens at this time of year 
runs out at nearer £120. 

Athens, Naples, Lisbon and 
Barcelona are among the fascinat- 
ing cities embraced by Thomson 
jet-and-coach holidays. If these 
are not sufficiently far afield to 
impress the neighbours, the same 
operator will take you round 
Morocco — with a night each in 
Rabat, Marrakesh, Fez and Tan- 
gier. 

A cruise is probably the most 
traditional way to spend a late 
holiday, and Cunard links up with 
British Airways to provide, 
among other deals, an eight-day 
£439 package that includes sailing 
to New York on the QE2 and then 
jetting home. The world’s most- 
famous liner also does a nine-day 
cruise, priced from £485, that 
starts and ends in Southampton, 
with Las Palmas, Tenerife, 
Madeira and Lisbon visited en 
route. Other QE2 possibilities 
include a 17-day Caribbean cruise 
from £1130. 

Casting the net even wider, you 
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Market forces in the Far East —for £700 or so, you can forget winter for two weeks 


can take Frank Sinatra’s melodi- 
ous advice and ‘beat the birds 
down to Acapulco Bay’ on the 
Pacific coast of Mexico. Cosmos 
will fly you there for £425, after 
loosening you up with a few days 
in New York and Mexico City. 

It is also a good time to visit 
such famous N American resorts 
as Miami and Palm Beach. Both 
are within easy reach of the varied 
attractions of the Everglades 
National Park, Disney World, 
the Cape Kennedy Space Centre 
and the 23-mile sands of Daytona 
Beach, where Campbell, Segrave 
and others battled for the world 
land-speed record, half a century 
ago. Another attractive proposi- 
tion in the same part of the world 
is a two-centre holiday involving 
maybe Miami and the Bahamas. 

Rankin Kuhn’s_ wickedly 
tempting ‘Far Away Places’ holi- 
days are rich in names that are 
difficult to resist — such as Bar- 
bados, Jamaica, Tamarind Cove, 
Turtle Beach, Treasure Cay and 
Coconut Creek. Here, again, you 
can think in terms of a two-centre 
holiday embracing perhaps Bar- 
bados and St Lucia, Tobago or 
Grenada. Escapes to the W 
Indies tend to cost at least £600 
for a fortnight, but watch for spe- 
cial offers that throw in an extra 
week for virtually next to nothing. 

Jet travel has brought even the 
Far East within range of the really 
ambitious late-breaker: Thailand, 
Malaysia, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and the rest need no longer just be 
names in an atlas. 

A seven-night visit to Malaysia 
and Singapore with Rankin Kuhn 
can cost as little as £475, if you opt 
for budget-priced hostel rooms, 
while seven nights in Hong Kong 
work out slightly cheaper. An 
additional £300 secures two 
weeks on Bali, the beautiful 
‘Island of a Thousand Temples’. 
The value-for-money of such 
holidays becomes more obvious 
when related to standard air fares. 

There’s space here to do little 
more than mention a few ‘escape 
routes’ open to late breakers, but 
it should start you thinking. 

Bude or Bangkok? Tenby or 
Trinidad? What could be nicer 
than devoting a few post-summer 
hours to wondering about where 
to go in a few weeks’ time! 

PHILIP LLEWELLIN 
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MAKE AND MODEL 


Alfa Romeo Alfasud SE/1.3 Super 4-dr 
iulietta 1.6 


Audi 80GLS 
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Allegro 1300 (1.3 4-door 
Allegro 1500L estate 

Maxi 1750 HL (HLS) 
Princess 1700HL (1800 HLS 
Princess 2 2200HL (HLS) 
Marina 1300 (1.3) 4-door 
Marina 1700 (1.8) estate 
BMW 316 
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Datsun Cherry 4-door 
Sunny 1200GLS 4-door 
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Escort 1300 Mk1/2 


Escort 1600 Ghia 
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Capri 2000S (GT 
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Lancia Beta 2000 (1800) 
MGB GT 


Mazda 323 3-door (New 1300 


Mercedes-Benz 280E auto 


Opel Kadett L estate 
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BY THE TIME that a garage 
mechanic has seen 100 cars of 
the same model, he can make 
a shrewd guess at what he will 
find amiss on the 101st. The 
same goes for the AA’s seen- 
it-all-before engineers, so we 
asked them to summarise 
what they’d expect to see on 
the evergreen Ford Capri. . . 

Scant underbody sealant — 
improved slightly from 
K-registrations onwards — 
makes older Capris prime 
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S/R=special rates 


targets for rust. Undersides of 
sills and wheelarches are the 
main problem areas, and it’s 
worth checking mudtraps 
over the headlamps, at the 
rear of the wings and around 
the suspension mountings. 

On XLR models, examine 
watertraps under the bright- 
work, and look for once- 
common boot and windscreen 
leaks. Cars with opening rear 
quarterlights have clasps that 
can break off the glass. 

Under the bonnet, check 
for oil leaks around head gas- 
kets, rocker covers and rear 
main bearings. A noisy ‘top- 
end’ can be caused by wide 
valve clearances or wear in 
the rocker arms and/or cam- 
shaft. Erratic idling may be 
caused by poor carburettor 
adjustment, or timing run-out 
on the distributor due to wear. 
Cold starts with an 
automatic-choke model 
should be immediate after 
flooring and releasing the 
accelerator. 

Look for oil leaks at the rear 


2115 1885 | 1585 


oO 
Ie TS 


1330 


2770* | 1985 


1665 


3345 | 2700 


2130 | 1535* 


4360 | 3815 
2170 


1215 945 
3295 2330 
1835* 


201oh 
1355 


8890 


| 1135 | 950 _ | 
7330* | 4655 1 


2515 


=revised specification or designation 


axle and gearbox tailshaft 
seals, and watch out for 
driveline shakes that could 
reveal a worn propshaft or 
faulty clutch. Some abrupt- 
ness in the take-up is accept- 
able, but early Capris are 
prone to clutch cable failure, 
sometimes signalled by jerky 


1135 
2320 | 1785 | 1495 | 1240 _| 


action or squeaking. Knocks 
and clonks from the back and 
wander at speed may ne ca 
worn dampers or radius | 
mountings, or loose rear- 
spring U-bolts. | 

Dampers can be checked 
using the ‘bounce’ test: if the; 
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Carina 1600 auto 


Vauxhall Chevette GL(L) 3-door {| D3 | 
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Cavalier 1600L 4-door 
Cavalier (2000) 1.9GL auto 
avalier 2000GLS Sports hatch 
Victor VX1800 
V. 00 estate 
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eleased, it should not imitate 
a yo-yo. Remember, too, that 
dampers and MacPherson 
struts are on borrowed time 
after 30,000 miles. 
Steering vibrations could 
indicate nothing more than 
balanced wheels, but check 
or play at the steering wheel. 
o more than lin is allowable. 
Capris have always been 
prone to wander in motorway 
crosswinds, but, if you sus- 
pect that there is wear, check 
the steering column’s coupl- 
ing. Test wheelbearing play 
by rocking the top of the 
wheels — there should be no 
play at all. 
Electrics are generally reli- 
able, but rear brake-lamp fail- 
ures are common, and revers- 
ing lamps may come on in top 
gear! Water leaks sometimes 
shorten indicator-bulb life, 
and early rectangular head- 
lamps also suffered from 
eaks. 
After all these checks, don’t 
get the routine secondhand 
 scrutineering. With any 
Py 


97 
88 | 17.0 
2127 | 102 | 72. 
ero (J45DL) estates 368 1975 | 2127 | 96 Tis 


426 


28.0 


9 | 98 
2279 [101 [122 | 265 | 
1192 


5025 


car purchase it is essential to 
check brake pads for wear and 
brake pipes for fluid leaks or 
rust. Work around your pros- 
pective purchase, taking 
nothing for granted ... For 
example, the first misty morn- 
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ing you meet is not the time to 
find out that the heated rear 
window doesn’t work. 

And finally, when you have 
found the right car, be careful 
not to pay the wrong price. 
Check out depreciation fig- 
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ures with the help of our list 
(above) of 100 of today’s most- 
popular secondhand cars. 
Specifications are compiled 
from AA roadtest reports, the 
reference numbers and dates 
of which are given. 
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Civil servant, Eric Vickers, 59, 
from Old Coulson, Surrey, was 
busy checking travel arrange- 
ments for a June break. ‘Drive on 
the right? Yes, I think so. Obvi- 
ously, we ought to get into line 
with the countries we do business 
with. It doesn’t make any sense to 
drive on the left. Japan is about 
the only other country doing it, 
and that is a long way away from 
us. In Sweden, the change was 
made overnight at a weekend, and 
it caused no trouble. It has got to 
be done, and we have to face up to 
it. The steering-wheel problem is 
something that you just have to 
face up to as well.’ 


ri | 
6 : 


‘Of course we should,’ said 
Michael Webster, 36, of 
Winewall, Colne, Lancs; but then 
he could have been biased. For 
Michel was making a one-way 
trip: to live in the Dordogne. ‘We 
should do the same thing as the 
rest of Europe. And we could eas- 
ily change over. Australia man- 
aged it. We British always 
imagine the problems will be big- 
ger than they really are. They said 
decimalisation wouldn’t work, 
and that turned out to be a 
non event. . . The only problem 
would be having the steering 
wheel on the wrong side of the 
car, but everyone would get used 
to it. I know there is a vision diffi- 
culty, but that can be overcome, 
too, if you have the right mirrors. 
And it would certainly be better 
for the manufacturers if all cars 
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Keep right on? 


Thousands of Brits who cross the Channel each year manage to 
cover a few yards of French highway on the wrong side of the 
road. The French do it, too, when they come to visit us. What’s the 
answer? Well, we could change our ways and drive on the right. 
DRIVE went to Portsmouth and questioned people queuing for the 


had their steering wheels on the 
same side.’ 

His wife Elizabeth, 30, agreed: ‘If 
you have the Common Market 
philosophy, it is a good idea. But I 
think it would be virtually imposs- 
ible for this country to change its 
ways — the British have that 
basic feeling that we don’t want to 
copy the foreigners. Personally, 
I'd like to be more Europeanised 
— it would certainly make life 
easier for international driving.’ 


Mi \ 
Joanne Edge, 19, from Egham, 
Surrey, was leaving the UK to 
work as an au pair girl in France. 
‘I have never driven on the right 
before, so it will be different. But 
I think everyone should do the 
same thing ... If I like it in 
France, I'll be in favour of driving 
on the right. Certainly, if the UK 
changed over, it would make life a 
lot easier for people going abroad 
— there would be fewer accidents 
in both directions. Yes, the 
change-over would cause chaos. I 
think it would be a good idea to 
impose a 10mph speed limit for 
the first two weeks!’ 


‘I don’t really think so,’ said Bill 
Austin, a 53-year-old traffic con- 
troller from Portsmouth. ‘I don’t 


‘ferry. ‘Would you like Gt Britain to go right?’ we asked. 


find any difficulty in driving on 
the right. I have done a lot of driv- 
ing in Germany — for two years 
after the war — France and Bel- 
gium, and in some ways it is easier 
in a British car: you can look 
round the inside of other vehicles. 
It’s just that I’m... . well, ultra- 
British, and I don’t want to do it 
here. Yes, I suppose it would help 
the car manufacturers, but they 
should be the last people to be 
considered: they don’t consider 
us very much, do they? 

‘In my experience — I used to 
be a policeman — you don’t get an 
increase in accidents caused by 
people being on the wrong side of 
the road around ports. Most of 
the accidents that I went to 
involved local motorists . . .’ 


Setting off to follow the sun for six 
weeks in the South of France, 
Tom Faulkner, 60, a retired lib- 
rarian from the Isle of Wight, and 
his wife Sylvia pondered the 
question at the wheel of their 
Volkswagen microbus. ‘Well, the 
steering-wheel would revert to 
the left, of course,’ said Tom, 
‘and until it does, I prefer to drive 
on the lefthand side of the road. I 
agree it would be sensible if we all 
drove on the same side through- 
out the world, but the period of 
changeover would be dangerous. 
It is certainly difficult to drive a 
British car abroad on your own. It 
would be good for the motor 
industry, of course, but what 
good would this vehicle be to me? 
I'll stay as we are.’ 


Marie-Christine Maslawsky, a 
22-year-old tourist from Evereux 
in Normandy, shrugged her 
shoulders: ‘What good would it 
do? I can’t see it would make any 
difference. Foreigners are used to 
driving on the left when they are 
here. I enjoy driving on the left, 
actually. When I go back to 
France, I have to think about 
driving on the right. I don’t see 
why you should change.’ 


Bus driver Dave Clapp, 39, from 
Tenterden near Ashford, Kent, 
was on his way with a party of 
travel agents. ‘No. Definitely 
not. I get used to driving on the 
right as soon as I get to France, 
but I still prefer the left. I don’t 
get any changeover problems. 
You have visibility with a bus, of 
course. You need a good offside 
mirror. But if we had to drive on 
the right over here, there would 
certainly be a few accidents until 
we got used to it.’ 


rs 


Capt Claude Schawlb, 44, from St 
Malo, Brittany, the top man on 
the Prince of Brittany ferry, 
spends half of his time in England 
and half in France. ‘It would be 
better for we French because 
when we come here it is not so 
easy. I think the English people 
are going everywhere in Europe, 
and maybe it would be better for 
them if they drove on the right, so 
that when they come to Europe 
they are not lost. And that would 
be better for us, too.’ 
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oth Opel and Vauxhall are sub- 
diaries of American-based car 
ant General Motors, and you 
in bet your bottom dollar that 
hat Opel does today, Vauxhall 
ill do tomorrow. So, when Opel 
nally went front-wheel-drive 
ith its brand-new 15-car Kadett 
nge of saloons, hatchbacks and 
states, it was no surprise to see 
auxhall-badged versions follow- 
g hot on their wheel-tracks. 

Called the Astra,’ this 
erman-bred range is at present 


mited to just three models —two , 


atchbacks and an estate. Their 
vels of trim and engine tune 
ave been carefully selected to 
ymplement rather than compete 
ith any of the Opels, so giving 
‘M Europe the widest range of 
ttermediate-sized family cars 
lat’s currently available. 


‘The hatchback Astra’s rivals in | 


Jace are many — the Volks- 
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American express will do nicely 


wagen Golf, Talbot Horizon, 
Fiat Strada and Renault 14, to 
name but a few. And, though the 
Astra may well have a heavenly 
body, in the black hole beneath its 
bonnet lurks something as yet 
undiscovered by DRIVE. We 
embarked on a journey into the 
unknown... 


How it goes 

Nestling under the Astra’s 
aggressive nose is an all-new 
engine and transmission. In 
common with most of the compet- 
ition, it’s a transversely mounted, 
overhead camshaft unit with 
unequal-length drive-shafts tak- 
ing the power to the front wheels. 
Although there’s a choice of three 
power outputs for Opel’s 
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Kadetts, the current Astra range 
is available only with the most- 
powerful 75bhp unit — a pheno- 
menal performance for 1300cc. 

Having achieved an excellent 
set of acceleration times from a 
60bhp Kadett, we expected great 
things from our Astra. Unfortu- 
nately, our test car’s motto was 
Per ardua ad astra... 

One ‘bonus’ of the 7S5bhp 
engine is its twin-venturi GM 
carburettor, equipped with an 
auto-choke, but what a tempera- 
mental thing it is. Despite taking 
our usual care in tuning the engine 
spot-on, starting it from cold was 
never as quick as it should be, and 
warm-up was plagued by the 
choke ‘hunting’ fruitlessly for the 
correct degree of enrichment. 


Worse still was restarting the 
engine when partially warm: 
touching the accelerator pedal 
brought the auto-choke back into 
play, with the inevitable result of 
a flooded carburettor and seem- 
ingly endless churning of the star- 
ter before the engine sparked. 
Once the starting lesson was 
learned, our Astra went on to 
emulate its less-powerful cousin 
with the quickest acceleration 
figures achieved to date for its 
class. Pushed up through the 
gears, the Astra GL covers 30- 
70mph in 13.2sec, and goes on 
pulling strongly until it levels out 
at a maximum 101mph. With the 
engine spinning in mid-range 
revs, top gear’s response is 
impressive, too, though there is a 
distinct lack of urgency when the 
accelerator is floored at low 
speeds in fourth. 
The story that can’t be told by 
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mere stopwatch times, however, 
is the delightful ease with which 
this power unit sets about its 
work. In our book, its lazy power 
is second only to the Volkswagen 
Golf's. Top-gear commuters and 
gear-swopping boy-racers alike 
will find it a very rewarding 
engine — though the latter will 
lament the absence of both a 
tachometer and speedometer- 
marked gear-change points. 
| For a first attempt at front- 
wheel drive, GM’s gear shift sets 
a high standard, with none of the 
clonking imprecision that affects 
cars such as the Talbot Horizon. 
Compared to some, it does move 
a trifle heavily around the gate, 
but it’s certainly not obstructive. 
Sensibly, pete is no chance of 
accidentally selecting reverse: a 
collar under the gear stick’s knob 
has to be lifted up before back- 
ing is possible. The ratios are 
well-chosen, and the light clutch 
had no trouble pulling away ona 
1-in-3 hill. 

Coming into the front-wheel- 
drive market so late has given 
GM Europe a good opportunity 
to learn from others’ road-going 
experiences. It may not have 
learnt all the tricks yet, compared 
to Alfa Romeo and Volkswagen, 
but the Astra is no also-ran in its 
general handling and roadhold- 
ing. It feels undeniably sporty — 
taut and grippy when powered 
into a bend — with good steering 
‘feel’ and tenacious roadholding, 
even in the wet. And there’s none 
of the front-wheel snatch or fight 
that spoils the steering of some of 
rival designs. The steering’s 
weight does require some muscle, 
however, and its relatively low 
gearing can make the Astra feel 
ponderous at times, especially at 
low speeds around town: 

An otherwise-good driving pos- 
ition is spoilt by the pedals’ lay- 
out. The accelerator pedal has a 
much shorter travel than is usual, 
and the large step-up from it to the 
brake can feel very odd to the new 
Astra driver, and virtually rules 
out heel-and-toeing. The seat- 
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At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Vauxhall 
Astra GL, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind of 
car it’s meant to be. 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
©0000060000 


FUEL ECONOMY 
@©060008600 


HANDLING/STEERING 
@000000000 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 


-@@@@000000 


INTERIOR/LUGGAGE SPACE 
@000060000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
@060000000 


DRIVER AIDS 
@@00@00000 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
@©000068000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
@@@@000000 


COST/EASE OF REPAIR 
@@00000000 


travel adjusters are the swing-link 
type used in the Vauxhall 
Chevette/Cavalier, which alter 
the cushion’s angle as the seat is 
moved forward — too acutely for 
our liking. Their settings are 
more-finely spaced on the Astra, 
but one long-legged driver did 
complain of being unable to 
stretch out as much as he would 
like. To compensate, the driving 
seat does give good lateral sup- 
port, and the firmness of its back- 
rest won the approval of back- 
pain sufferers. 

Two column-mounted stalks 
take care of important minor con- 
trols: two-speed wipers (with 
intermittent wipe) and electric 
washers are controlled from the 
right, and indicators with head- 
lamp flash from the left, both 
sturdy stalks working postively. 
Other minor functions are 


switches. We weren’t too impre- 
ssed by the latter, which are 
buried in deep recesses that make 
them awkward to use. 

Instrumentation is rather basic 
for such an up-market model — 
just a large, poorly marked 
speedometer (30mph, SOmph, and 
70mph digits are left off), a fuel 
gauge and coolant temperature 
gauge, all mounted behind a 
single non-reflecting window. 
The tally of warning lamps is bet- 
ter, though some are too bright for 
the comfort of night driving. 
Another irritation is the ignition 
key: apart from being awkward to 
insert, it is also one-sided — 
which means that it has to be 
inserted right-side up every time 
for starting and to open the front 
doors and rear hatch. 


How comfortable 

The Astra is a very convincing 
argument for the virtues of 
front-wheel-drive. Besides hav- 


ing a lot more room inside than _ 


Vauxhall’s rear-driven Chevette, 
it also has fractionally more 
back-seat room than the rear- 
drive Vauxhall Cavalier. In fact, 
if it’s rear-seat knee- and legroom 
you are looking for, you won't 
find many modestly sized family 
cars to rival the Astra. Headroom 
could be better, but otherwise 
there is plenty of room for three 
average-size adults to relax. 
There’s no centre armrest, and 
those on the doors are not well 
designed, but the seat is nicely 
contoured and spoilt only by the 
cushion’s thin padding. Getting in 


and out is helped by doors that. 


open wide on strong check links 
and grab rails sited over all the 
passenger doors. GM please note 
that rear footwell space could be 
improved, and that the ommis- 
sion of courtesy lamp switches on 
the rear doors is mean. 

All this room has not been 
made at the expense of boot 
space; this, too, emerges very 
favourably compared to its 
rivals’. We did not like the key- 
only operation of the tailgate, but 
at least the door aperture does 
extend right down to floor level to 
make loading easy. The cargo 
area is beautifully trimmed with 
carpet on the floor and side 
panels, and it’s also illuminated. 
Its canopy, also trimmed with 
carpet, can be set to either rise 
with the tailgate or fold flush with 
the seat back. The rear-seat’s 
folding arrangement is also well- 
engineered, the cushion acting as 
a rearguard for those in the front 
— which is just as well as the 
uneven floor encourages cargo to 
slide around. 

Oddments’ space is equally 
good. There are storage bins on 
both front doors, and another 


worked by a series of facia- 
mounted rotary and toggle 
good-sized one forward of the 


VAUXHALL ASTRA GL 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

clutch £45.02 (fitting 1.3hr) 

exhaust £94.36 (0.9hr) 

headlamp unit £23.10 (0.7hr) 

front bumper £16.07 (0.7hr) ; 
laminated windscreen £55.83 (1.2hr) 


oil filter and points £5.49 (1.2hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (2.8hr) 


Insurance group 4 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value N/A 

Capital interest N/A 

New-cost inflation N/A 

Total standing costs N/A 

Running costs 

Petrol (£1.38 per gal) £460 

Insurance (av) £165 

Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £140 

Total running costs=£851 (7.09p per mil 
Total cost of ownership N/A 


HOWIT COMPARES ——™ 


Vauxhall Astra GL 

Flat Strada 75CL (5-door) 
Renault 14TS 

Talbot Horizon 1300GLS 
Volkswagen Jetta 1.3G 
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| TOP SPEEDS 


| max engine speed 

| used 6600rpm 

| Max in top 6250rpm 
| Standing Yamile 
'18.9sec 


| ON-ROAD 
PRICE (¢ cc 


4968 1297 
4380 1498 
4708 1360 
4970 294 
4674 1272 


| Top-gear speed-range times (sec) 


CAPACITY 


| DRIVE September-October 1980 


OVERALL 
MPG 


BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses 
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% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 


55Ib at start, 45Ib in constant use; 62Ib in severe use 
Watersplash immediate recovery 


THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH 
GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC % G/LB FT/IN 
13.2 24.5 95/75 13’ 1%" 
13.6 29.4/20.7 100/60 Weg alas 
15.8 24.6 82/40 ice ra 
16.8 27.7 96/55 13’ 0” 
17.0 26.7 100+/80 13’ 9" 


FUEL 4-star/98 octane min 


Consumption — normal range 


short journeys in the suburbs 26mpg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 30%e2mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 35Yampg 
brisk driving, mixed roads 36Yempg 
gentle driving — rural roads 43mpg 
Typical mpg overall 36mpg 


realistic tank range 


290miles/8gal 


Consumption at steady speeds 


30mph 63Yampg 
56mph 45mpg 
70mph 35Yempg 
max mph 18Yempg 


SAFETY CHECKS 0=factory fitted option 


steering: energy 
absorbing? Yes 


good road 
‘feel’? Yes 
brakes: powerful? Yes 


sensible effort? No 
i fade resistant? No 


head restraints: front? Yes 

rear? No 
interior: well padded? No 
w/screen: laminated? O 
doors: childproof? Yes 
latches crashproof? Yes 
petrol: shielded 


belts: effective? Yes filler? No 

convenient? Yes protected 
fitted in rear? No tank? Yes 

LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 

FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE 

40% 38% 4/342 

39% 38% 3V2/34 

40% 36% 4/32V2 

41 37 42/33 V2 

39% 37% 3%/33 
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glovebox might be encouraged by 
the addition of a lock. 

Fixtures and fittings set a high 
standard for the class. There’s a 
radio, clock, fully trimmed door 
panels with carpet scuff-guards 
on lower sections, and a driver’s 
door mirror that’s adjustable from 
inside. The seats are trimmed in 
rich velour upholstery, as are the 
wearing faces of the front head- 
restraints, and the whole floor is 
covered with good-quality carpet. 
Overall, the effect is pleasing. 

Good heating of the front foot- 
wells with an air-blender temper- 
ature control (the sort that obeys 
instantly), and the ability to tier 
the flows of air (cool head-warm 
feet), combine to guarantee 
winter-long satisfaction. When 
warmer summer days agrrive, 
however, the centre fresh-air 
vents are not sufficiently power- 
ful, and the outboard pair are too 
feeble to do much more than keep 
the side windows clear on steamy 
days. To compensate, the booster 
fan works quietly. 

Wind-generated noise and fret- 
ting of the bodywork are gener- 
ally well subdued in the Astra 
GL, which makes its 70mph 
motorway cruising quite inoffen- 
sive to the ears. It’s at low speeds 
that the Astra disappoints. Our 
test car suffered a nasty body 
tremor as it moved away from 
rest, carburettor ‘flat spots’ dis- 
rupted its progress round corners, 
and the exhaust’s note became 
raucous when revving through 
the gears. 

The Astra’s ride is less than 
heavenly, too: it is just not ver- 
satile enough for British road 
conditions. Lightly laden, at low 
speeds, it transmits every ‘surface 
imperfection to the interior. Even 
with a load on board, the Astra 
still fidgets along, and it is not 
until the pace quickens that there 
is any sense of compliance — all 
signs of the Astra’s breeding for 
higher autobahn speeds. 


How strong 

Sales brochures claim that the 
Astra has one of the most 
thorough anti-corrosive treat- 
ments in the business. Our own 
inspection revealed a rather scant 
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“application of pvc compound 


gear lever. Use of the illuminated 


under the wheelarches and along 
the outboard sections of the floor 
pan only. A wax spray had been 
applied over the entire underside, 
but this is a short rather than 
long-term rust-prevention meas- 
ure. We found no sign of protec- 
tion inside the closed box sections 
— unless GM counts on the 
primer paint ... We did, how- 
ever, find one or two welded 
seams that were bleeding the 
familiar red stuff. 

Up top, there are few exposed 
seams or crevices to invite rust, 
but some of the doors’ ‘shut’ lines 
were crooked, and the tailgate 
was difficult to close. The 
metallic paint on our test car 
—and on other Astras that we 
have seen — had a disappointing, 
blotchy finish. We liked the 
sturdy, plastic-covered bumpers, 
though, with their large wrap- 
rounds along the wings. 

Thanks to the absence of 
external brightwork, the Astra is 
an easy car to clean; and only the 
velour is hard work to renovate. 


How safe 
The Astra’s cornering manners 
are impeccable — carburation 


hiccups apart. It’s the sort of car 
that works with, not against, the 
driver who makes a sudden 
accident-avoiding manoeuvre, 
and there’s no sign of tail-swing 
when ‘over-doing it’ into a corner 
and backing off the accelerator in 
panic reaction. 

In normal use, the brakes feel 
fine. The pedal pressure required 
is a little on the heavy side by 


servo-assisted standards, but the 
effort remains consistent up to the 
respectable best-stop. What did 
worry us, however, was maintain- 
ing the best stop in an emergency: 
press a little too hard and the front 
wheels lock-up to leave you skid- 
ding hopelessly. We were also 
able to induce brake fade after a 
series of hard stops, but the con- 
sequent rise in the required pedal 
pressure was never alarming. 
The Astra scores reasonably 
well with its secondary safety fea- 
tures. Interior padding is gener- 
ally good, though more around 
the windscreen would not come 
amiss, and there is no protection 
in the front seatbacks to guard 
against rear passenger’s knees. 
You have to pay extra to get a 
laminated windscreen, however. 


How much 

The Astra GL looks expensive at 
present. True, there is little price 
difference when compared to 
rivals from Talbot, Volkswagen 
and Volvo, but just about any- 
thing else is a good deal cheaper. 
Just how this effects the model’s 
depreciation we will have to wait 
and see, for the Astra’s price 
deficit could well be eroded in the 
next round of price increases. Its 
Group 4 insurance is about aver- 
age for this type of car. 

Fuel consumption is up with 
the best in the class, and the pow- 
erful GL does not give away 
many mpgs to the lower-powered 
Opel Kadett, either. We were 
disappointed with its rather heavy 
consumption when used for short 
journeys about town but, this 
apart, most owners will find 
35mpg the norm, and could even 
see 40mpg-plus if they take things 
easy. The fuel tank is quick to fill 
up to the last gallon or so but, 
thereafter, it’s plagued by blow- 
backs. Still, if you persist, it does 
give a good touring range, and its 
lockable fuel cap is standard. Oil 
consumption on the test car was 
negligible. 

The under-bonnet prospects 
for home mechanics are quite 
favourable, especially as the use 
of hydraulic tappets — the first 
time they’ve been used on an 
engine this small — cuts down 


_amount of space its makers have 


’ between full locks. Turning circles aver- } 


servicing time. Accessibility is | 
generally good, but the dis-_ 
tributor has to be removed to get | 
at the points. 


Verdict 
Our Vauxhall Astra GL left us | 
with rather mixed feelings. It 
offers an excellent blend of per- | 
formance with economy, and the 
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created inside puts its rivals to 
shame. It’s also a willing and 
sporty performer — for which you 
sacrifice some pliancy of ride. 
What disappointed us most of all | 
was its poor starting and carburet- 
tor flat-spots. 

The Astra could really shine if | 
Vauxhall — sorry, Opel — put in | 
some spit-and-polish on its carbu- | 
ration and suspension. Given its 
current pricing, however, this lit- | 
tle shooting star can stay out of the | 
reach of our more down-to-earth | 
testers. 


ENGINE 
Type and size front-mounted, trans- | 
verse, 4-in-line, water-cooled; 75mm | 
borex73.4mm_ stroke=1297cc; 5 main } 
bearings; iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.2:1 
Valve gear overhead camshaft (with hyd- | 
raulic tappets) driven by cogged belt 
Fuel system one GM Varijet || twin- 
venturi carburettor (auto choke), fed by 
mechanical pump from 9¥%gal tank — no | 
reserve 

Max power (DIN-net) 75bhp atl 
5800rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 74.4lbft at | 
4500rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch diaphragm spring, single dry 
plate, cable operated, pedal load/travel: | 
221b/6Yain 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and | 
reverse; ratios: first 3.64:1; second 2.19:1; 
third 1.43:1; top 0.97:1: and reverse 3.18:1_ 
Final drive 4.18:1 to front wheels 
Mph per 1000rpm 16.21 in top gear 


CHASSIS f 
Suspension — Front: independent Mac- | 
Pherson damper/struts with integral coil | 
springs and anti-roll bar. Rear: torsion 
beam dead axle with trailing arms, conical | 
coil springs and anti-roll bar. Dampers: } 
telescopic all round ; 
Steering rack and pinion, with 4 turns 
age 34¥ft between kerbs, with 65%ft in | 
response to one turn of wheel 
Wheels 5%2J steel (alloy option) with | 
155SR13 radial-ply tyres (Michelin XZX on | 
test car) 
Brakes dual circuit hydraulic, disc front, | 
drums rears, with vacuum servo, line- | 
failure/handbrake-on warning lamp and | 
pressure-sensitive rear apportioning valve ; 
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Is your present motor insurance giving you all the cover you 
want . . . dependably? All the discounts you could qualify for? 
At the best value on the market? 


It could pay you to find out now . . . before your next 
premium comes due. You can obtain a check on your 
premium and cover by using the AA’s computer service. The 
service is free and sifts through a whole range of policies 
arranged with leading insurance companies and at Lloyds, to 
select the quotation that suits you best. And you can be sure 
with AA buying power and expertise, you can have the best 
cover at minimum cost.. 


Check some of the discounts you might be eligible for... A 
20% discount if driving is restricted to husband and wife. A 
10% discount if you are over 60, or if your car is over 6 years 
old. A no-claims discount up to 65% perhaps... . or 
substantial occupational savings. You can pay by instalments 
too. . . in fact as a motoring organisation we've tried to plan 
insurance to suit you in every way. So put that pen to good 
use . . . and freepost for the AA quote now. 


..- check! 


er 


Insurance 
Services 


YEARS 


‘AA| 


The British Insurance Brokers Association 


Please indicate ( ~~ 


Clip out this form and 

post it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 

AA Insurance Services Ltd., 
FREEPOST, 

Newcastle on Tyne NE99 2RP. 


surname 


“Oye. 


Please use BLOCK CAPITALS _ 
Mr/Mrs/ Miss 


initials 


Membership No. (if applicable)| i 


Address 


ie. : 


| FOR OFFICE 


USE ONLY 


Post Code 


Telephone No. Day. 


: 


Employer's Business . 


Occupationis) 


About your car 


Make and model of car including details of modifications 


Engine cc 


When do you use your Car? «Please delete the word that does not apply. 


In addition to private use, will the car be used for: 
(a) Driving to work on three or more days a week? NO/YES* 
If YES, name city, town or suburb where you work 
(b) Business use by yourself only? 
(c) Business use by another person? 


(d) Commercial travelling? 
What cover do you want? 
Please tick type of cover you require: 
Comprehensive LJ Third Party Fire & Theft CJ Third Party Only CJ 


If you wish to reduce the premium by bearing the cost of any damage to your car 
indicate ( .“ _) the appropriate amount: 


up to £25 LJ up to £50 pid up to £100 C] 


) who will drive the vehicle: 


(a) Yourself only 

In the case of (b) and (c) please give 
details of other driver or in the case 
of (d) of youngest known driver. 


‘b) Yourself and wife/husband only 
(c) Yourself and one named driver only 


(d) Any licensed driver Age 


Length full UK Driving Licence held 


When would you like cover to start? «day 


(Indicate when your present insurance ends) 


On that date: 
(a) How old will you be? 
(b) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? 
(c) Have you been resident in the UK for 3 or more years? 


(d) How many years No Claims Discount 
will you be claiming in your own right? 


& ; 
* Have you or any other person who will drive the car: 


(a) Been convicted or have pending prosecutions for a motoring 


offence ? NO/YES* 


(b) Been involved in any accident or loss regardless of blame in the 


last five years? NO/YES* 


(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity e.g. heart 
disease etc? NO/YES* 
if you answered YES to (a), (b), or (c), please give details on a separate sheet. 


Registered Office: Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG21 2EA Regd. No. 912191 England. 
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R OBERT AND LINDA FARR are 
the sort of customers that 
car makers must dream about. 
After spending ‘a small fortune’ 
during the latter part of their 
25,000 miles of Austin-Morris 
Princess 1800 ownership, they 
were still brand-loyal enough to 
buy its big Mk2 sister, the Prin- 
cess 2000HL, just a year ago. 

The Farrs had accepted a test 
drive in the 2litre car ‘just to keep 
the salesman happy’ — and 
enjoyed it so much that they 
roamed the roads of their home 
town of Farnham, Surrey, for an 
hour, clinching the deal on their 
return. The new car cost £4673, 
including road tax, mudflaps, 
underbody rustproofing and the 
luxury of power steering, and 
their trade-in 1800 was worth 
£2000. That made it an economi- 
cal buy — but would it prove to be 
a wise one in the long run? 

If the Farrs were prepared to 
give Austin-Morris a second 
chance, we just had to admit them 
to our Long-Term-Test Club. 


Check 1 

The Princess’s debut was impres- 
sive — until it went up on the 
ramp: AA engineer Bernard 
Tasker couldn’t miss the severe 
oil leak at the gear linkage’s 
remote-control entry plate. On 
the road, too, there were prob- 
lems — a misfire under load and 
an obstinate reverse gear — but 
Tasker was content: ‘This is a 
good car, marred only by signs of 
skimped preparation such as 
paint blemishes; and, as Mr Farr 
rushed the dealer, I suppose I can 
forgive these faults.’ 


Check 2, at 1528 miles 

Roger had been back to the 
Wadham Stringer garage in 
Aldershot, Hampshire, to have 
the oil leak cured. He told us: 
‘The repair -held for a couple of 
weeks, but then it started leaking 
again. This time, the garage said 
that it was just a case of tightening 
a nut — but that particular cure 
didn’t last five minutes.’ 

AA engineer Charles Stubbs 
reassured him: ‘While there is oil 
seeping from the transmission 
housing’s flange, and around the 
gearchange rod’s flange at the 
rear of the gearbox, there is no 
significant oil loss; but obviously 
it’s better for Roger if these leaks 
are rectified under warranty.’ 

Stubbs noticed that the vinyl 
rooflining was coming adrift at the 
rear screen pillars, but things 
improved when he looked 
through the all-seeing endoscope 
into door interiors and box sec- 
tions: the underbody rust protec- 
tion had been well applied. Our 
expert was enthusiastic: ‘This car 


impresses as being comfortable: 


and well-made — an impression 
that’s confirmed when driving it. 
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Roger’s car seems to be a good 
example of a Princess.’ 


Check 3, at 3064 miles 
Linda Farr now had some com- 
plaints: ‘The boot lid has to be 


_ slammed to stay shut, and, when I 


press the accelerator, the car just 
coughs and splutters.’ The prob- 
lem was engine misfiring when 
idling, cruising at low speed or 
accelerating hard. Equally seri- 
ously, the left wheelarch’s insert 
rubbed on its tyre during fast 
righthand cornering, and the 
camshaft’s drive belt fouled the 
engine, making a continual irritat- 
ing noise. 

The vinyl roof was still sagging, 
and the paint used to retouch 
some scratches had oversprayed 
on to the body trim. There was 
now another oil leak — from the 
drain plug — and the underbody 
rust protection on the gear shift’s 


Command 
performance 


supporting box had been softened 
by the oil that had originally 
leaked from the seal of the now 
oil-tight gearshift rod. 


Check 4, at 4400 miles 
Little problems were now over- 
shadowed by one big one. Linda 
had been on her way to fetch her 
children from school when an 
elderly driver behind her man- 
aged to run into the shiny new 
Princess no fewer than three 
times. The Princess was drive- 
able, so the Farrs took it in to 
Wadham Stringer’s of Aldershot 
for an estimate; they were told to 
come back the next day as the 
estimator wasn’t there. When 
they returned there was still no 
estimator. The furious Farrs 
headed for Swain and Jones of 
Farnham, where they had to 
leave the car for 10 days. 

Roger went back on the 


appointed day. ‘My car was 
filthy,’ said Roger. ‘No shine to it 
at all. The boot’s mat was 
screwed-up and dirty, the 
repaired wing had a visible 
groove, and the driver’s door 
while it had been scratched, had 
acquired a new scratch.’ The gar- 
age manager placated him, prom- 
ising that an extra 24 hours would 
make all the difference. | 
Roger returned to collect his 
car. It looked better — but less 
than perfect. ‘For a while, I lost" 
all interest in my car,’ said Roger. 
‘It was no longer the machine I 
had been so proud of. Then again, 
if I took it back to the dealer I 
would have had the bother of 4 
being without transport again.” 
AA engineer Bernard Tasker 
was able to be more objective: | 
‘The repair had been carried out — 
to a reasonable standard, but cer- 
tain discrepancies do show insuf- 
ficient attention to detail.” He 
also found water in the tool com- 
partment; the boot lid misaligned - 
with its surrounding panels; the 
2000HL badge loose; the vinyl 
trim at the top of the boot lid dam- 
aged; the wiring loom ‘insecure; 
the damaged join between the 
offside-rear panel and wing still 
unrepaired; masking-tape paint 


joins visible; blemishes in the- 
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...and DRIVE’s royal family 


While the Farrs were commuting 
around Surrey, DRIVE followed the 
fortunes of five AA-owned Prin- 
cess 2000HLs that were earning 
their keep in Scotland, the Mid- 
lands, Wales, N Ireland and south- 
ern eine — the last run by the 
Editor . 


BHX 760T — Scotland, N Ireland 
‘My Princess has been perform- 
ing well over the last two months, 
but, in the past year, it has been 
off the road for almost 24/4 months 
in total with lots of faults. And, 
during the winter, I had starting 
problems which were resolved by 
fitting electronic ignition.’ 


BHX 761T — Wales, W Country 
‘I have nothing but praise for the 
Princess 2. I think its overall 
design is splendid, and it’s the 
only car I have driven which 
hasn’t given me backache and 
general fatigue after a 200-mile 
journey. I must qualify this by 
saying that headroom could do 
with raising an inch or two. 
Unfortunately, my car burns a 
pint of oil every 300 miles, and its 
petrol consumption ranges from 
23mpg on local journeys to 28mpg 
on motorways. And one weak- 
ness on my previous Princess 
appeared on this one, too: the 
alternator’s bracket fractured.’ 


BHX 762T — Midlands 
‘My overall consumption has 


been 28.7mpg — not bad for a 
2litre car. This Princess has been 
like the curate’s egg — good in 
parts. There have been no major 
mechanical problems, but a fair 
number of minor difficulties. The 
driver’s seat has always rocked 
and the garage says it isa common 
fault of the  multi-positioning 
mechanism that can’t be cured. I 
also find it impossible to judge the 
length of the car when parking — 
even though this is my second 
Princess.’ 


AYP 463T — Scotland, N Ireland 
‘On the whole, I have been satis- 
fied with my Princess, and its 
spacious interior is a decided 
advantage. The body design 
makes parking difficult, though, 
and, at 27,000 miles, I’ began to 
experience engine problems. In 
the erid I had to have a recon- 
ditioned engine, but, as far as 
servicing and repairs are con- 
cerned, I am very satisfied with 
the local Austin-Morris garage.’ 


AYP 460T — southern England 
‘This is my second AA Princess, 
and it performed well — a huge 
improvement on my previous 
1800HL — until The Accident. 
‘As we reported a year ago, its 
gleaming black body was steam- 
rollered by a lorry when only 3000 


miles had been recorded. After | 


repairs that totalled £3084, I was 
assured that I should find the car 
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4 
better than new: it was, after all, 
now handbuilt, with a new body. — 

‘My car has always been an 
easy starter, and its relaxed 
motorway cruising is impressive. q 
However, any run through ‘ nor- | 
mal’ London traffic sees the nee-. 
dle of the temperature gauge 
shooting off the scale. And, when” 
coming to rest after a long spell i in 
dense traffic, the car shudders, 
and groans just like an animal. — 

‘Repairs since the crash rebuild 
have included a new bracket for 
the alternator when the original” 
sheared off; a new cylinder head 
in an attempt to cure the overheat . 
ing in traffic (only partially suc- 
cessful); and repairs to the 
driver’s door window glass,” 
which twice has come out of its 
frame — once upwards and out- 
wards on to the M4, once down-— 
wards and inwards into the door 
trim. It has proved impossible to 
trace the fault that leads to the 
regular blowing of the main-beam 
element in one of the offside head- 
lamps. The engine has gulped oil, | 
there is rust under the boot cel 


reluctant to stay shut. fe 

‘After 16,330 miles, my 
rebodied Princess i is running well 
enough, but its new paintwork 
has begun to look a bit sad,’ 
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LONG-TERM-TEST 


paintwork; damp in the nearside 
rear footwell; a nut and bolt mis- 
sing from an exhaust clamp; noise 
from the power steering’s pump; 
and excessive play in the steering. 

It looked as if someone was 
going to be busy... 


Check 5, at 5901 miles 
.. . and Swain and Jones started 
with the bodywork. ‘But when I 
got the car back,’ said Roger, ‘the 
boot lock wouldn’t lock, so back 
it went again. Now, the lock 
works — but it’s loose. . 
‘l complained to Wadham 
Stringer about the misfire, too.’ 
Roger also complained about 
its fuel consumption: ‘I am get- 
ting 20mpg instead of the 27mpg I 


W E PREDICT red faces among 
car salesmen in the 
Lancaster area, when they recog- 
nise our lastest Long-Term 
Clubman. For Adrian Cable’s 
only problem in buying a new car 
was convincing dealers in his 
home town that he really could 
afford the car of his dreams. It 
wasn’t Adrian’s state of dress but 
his 24-year-old looks that caused 
some scepticism as to his ability 
to find the £4000 required. 

‘I’m interested in one of those,’ 
he told one dealer in a well- 
stocked showroom. 

‘Aren’t we all, sonny,’ said the 
salesman,-turning his back. 

In fact, Adrian Cable is a fully 
qualified dentist, back in his prac- 
tice after 18 months as a pilot in 
the RAF, and he had £6000 to 
spend onanewcar.. .Hedidn’t 
intend to trade-in his 1976 
Triumph Stag, either, as he 
wanted to take his time putting it 
right before selling it privately. 

In the end, Adrian found civil- 
ity and a car from a Vauxhall 
dealer with an Astra GL. 

But why change from a classic 
soft-top to a five-door hatchback? 
Adrian told us: ‘Once you have 
been a jet pilot, sports cars really 
don’t have much to offer. I know 
it’s nice to cruise through town 
with roof off and stereo blaring, 
but the price and insurance make 
ego-tripping expensive.’ 

‘I considered a Ford — perhaps 
a Fiesta, or even a Capri — but 
dealers’ discounts were too small. 
I liked the Honda Civic, as it 
seemed so well-priced, but it was 
the same story —and there wasa 
terrific waiting list. I could have 
afforded a new Rover, but I 
thought that it would depreciate 
too quickly for me, so I was left 
with a choice between the 
Renault 14 and the Vauxhall 
Astra. The Astra was cheaper on 
parts and to insure, there are 
plenty of Vauxhall dealers in my 
area, and I was impressed by the 
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expected for urban driving.’ 
Engineer Tasker took one look at 
the sooty exhaust pipe, and con- 
nected a carbon-monoxide meter. 
The engine was started, and the 
meter’s needle shot off the scale 
— not too good for a car that had 
been serviced 400 miles earlier. 
Roger promised to complain. 
Tasker concluded: ‘The body- 
work repairs have been 
improved, but they are still not 
beyond criticism. In my opinion, 
it is essential that the area under 
the repaired rear wing should at 
least be painted to prevent 
deterioration, and the missing clip 
should be fitted to the boot lock. 
The nearside footwell is still 
damp — the Farrs should pester 


the garage until this dries up — 
and the steering pump’s defi- 
ciency has not been seen to. 
However, my overall impression 
is of a good car that should give 
reliable service.’ 


Check 6, at 8200 miles 
Vandals had now modified the 
Farrs’ Princess, stealing one of its 
windscreen wipers and attempt- 
ing to force an entry through the 
driver's window. When Roger 
wound it down, it vanished per- 
manently into the door... 
Roger had been back to 
Wadham Stringer to complain 
about the steering’s excessive 
play, but was told that there was 
nothing wrong. Tasker had other 


Per ardua ad Astra 


DRIVE’s Long-Term-Test Club welcomes a young man who found that the hardest thing about choosing his new car was getting a 
dealer who would listen to him 


hatchback version’s sporty feel 
and space — ideal for transport- 
ing myself and three friends on 
shooting and hang-gliding trips.’ 
One Lancaster dealer offered 
Adrian a 15% discount on the car, 
but said there would be a delay on 
delivery, so Adrian secured the 
same deal from the Syd Abrams 
garage in Manchester — plus an 
extra £100 off and the prospect of 
immediate delivery. He was on 
the road for £4242.28, including 
the option of metallic paint. 
Collecting the car on 12 June 
could have been easier. The gar- 
age was ina panic over someone’s 
bouncing check, and Adrian had 
to hang around for two hours — 
after which he discovered that the 
rustproofing treatment he had 
ordered had been forgotten. He 
decided to leave his car untre- 
ated, and secured a £57 refund. 
His own inspection of the car 
revealed a screwdriver missing 


from the tool kit, a screw missing 
from a carpet clip, adhesive on 
the horn button and wax on the 
windscreen. Confidently, Adrian 
delivered his Astra for a profes- 
sional inspection by engineer 
Alan Haynes at the AA’s vehicle 
inspection centre at West Brom- 
wich, W Midlands. 

Haynes produced a somewhat 
longer list of post-delivery faults: 
the alternator’s drive belt was 
slack; the battery’s positive ter- 
minal corroded by acid; the steer- 
ing column’s top cowl insecure; 
door hinges requiring lubrication; 
both headlamps aimed illegally to 
the right; both rear doors standing 
proud of the body; the rear fog- 
lamp misaligned; the rear num- 
berplate rattling against the tail- 
gate (which could lead to paint 
damage and rust); the bonnet 
poorly aligned and paint-damaged 
in two places; oil seeping from the 
gearbox sump gasket; the brake 
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ideas. ‘I suggest that the rack’s 


clamp bolt should be checked for 


tightness. If this does not stop the | 


problem, 


I fear a new rack 


assembly may be needed. How- 


ever, my reservations on this 


point should not detract from: 
what is an otherwise excellent 


vehicle.’ 

And the Farrs? Their alleig- 
ance to the Princess is unshaken. 
‘Our dealer has been very helpful 
over the year,’ says Roger. ‘We 
are on such good terms with the 
salesman there that we all play 
bowls at the weekend. 

‘I'd like to move up to a Rover, 
but I can’t afford that yet, and we 
couldn’t go to a smaller car now, 
so we'll stick with our Princess.’ 


load-limiter valve loose on its 
mounting bolts; and the exhaust 
pipe creaking when it flexed. 
Things improved on the road 
test, when a slight steering pull to 
the left, particularly under accel- 
eration, was noticed but marked 
as interesting rather than worry- 
ing. Haynes reassured Adrian: 
‘My initial impression is that this 
is an excellent car — typically 
German in its quality of build. 
The faults I have listed are very 
minor and should be easily 
cleared-up by the dealer — 
though the majority of them 
should have been found at the 
pre-delivery inspection.’ 


Over the next 12 months, DRIVE 
will be checking up on the rectifi- 
cation of these faults, and chart- 
ing the Astra’s progress with five 
more AA engineers’ inspections, 
to be summarised in DRIVE in 12 
months’ time. 
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Talbot’s best-selling car is the 
-1442cc Alpine hatchback, which 
is no mean feat in a British market 
that’s dominated by the 1600cc 
: saloons beloved of car-fleet man- 
agers. The snag is, Talbot’s best 
_ effort earned only 14th place in 
last year’s sales chart, trailing 


behind nine conventional, booted 


rivals. Peugeot-Citroen, Talbot’s 

new owners, expected better 

things of its acquisition . . . 
How could Talbot get a boot 


through the doorway to bigger 


saloon sales quickly? By follow- 


_ing Volkswagens’ lead in rear-end 


redesigns and restyling the 
already spacious Alpine. Then, 
by enlarging the tried-and-trusted 
engine to the magic 1.6litre mark, 
throwing in a 1300cc unit to lure 
the more-miserly fleet buyer, and 
offering two states of tune for the 
1600cc unit, Talbot made the Sol- 
ara — a new range of seven cars 


fit to do battle with Ford’s Cor- 


tina and Vauxhall’s Cavalier. 
We chose the Solara GL 1.6, 
direct competitor to you-know- 
who’s GL, and looked beneath its 
attractive facelift at the familiar 
engineering underneath. 


How it goes 

Under its skin, the Solara GL is 
almost pure Alpine. The most 
significant change is the engine’s 
enlargement to 1592cc — not that 
the 1442cc unit is slow or 
lethargic, just unacceptably rauc- 
ous and fussy for a family hack. 
While the more-expensive GLS 
and SX versions have a twin- 
throat carburettor and healthy 
87bhp output, the GL 1.6 has only 
a single- throat Solex, a lower 


Car 
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compression ratio and 18bhp /ess 
claimed power than the current 
1442cc Alpine. 

Fortunately, sheer bhp isn’t 
everything: while our Solara was 
3mph down on the comparable 
Alpine’s top speed, its accelera- 
tion through the gears is virtually 
identical, and top gear pull-away 
from as low as 25mph is distinctly 
more sprightly all of 
which enables this Solara to look 
its market rivals (overpage) 
straight in the eye. 

Just as importantly, the 
enlarged engine sounds more 
subdued and relaxed when cruis- 
ing, despite its surprisingly low 
overall gearing. Admittedly, it 
still emits a rorty throb when hur- 
rying ae the gears, but it can 


a= 


” CAR TEST 
Boots on for Alpine rescue 


the vhhitoe hak CASO: Tae 


now cruise quietly at any speed 
up to 65mph. Starting can call for 
some seconds’ cranking when the 
engine’s hot but, otherwise, there 
are no suburban stop-start engine 
problems. 

The welcome power-unit revi- 
sions make the unchanged four- 
speed Alpine gearbox all the more 
unacceptable. The obstructive 
nature of the gear change is the 
Solara’s worst feature. That 
which was once disappointing but 
understandable in a front-wheel- 
drive car is inexcusable in 1980. 
Talbot’s intended buyer, the car 
fleet manager, will have a hard 
time placating reps used to the 
slick box of a Vauxhall Cavalier 
or Ford Cortina. It could pay 
buyers to avoid this argumenta- 
tive lever by delaying their pur- 
chase until later this year, whena 
slicker five-speed gearbox from 
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co-op should be available. 

Once you’ve developed a 
strong left arm, you'll have time 
to appreciate the Solara’s cock- 
pit. The driving position is high 
and commanding in relation to the 
steering wheel, which should 
appeal to shorter people, and 
there’s also generous rearward 
seat travel and good posture sup- 
port. The two tandem-mounted 
column stalks for indicators and 
lamps are less than ideal: it’s too 
easy to lose one behind the other, 
or assume that one stalk is hiding 
behind the other when itisn’t.. . 
On the other side of the steering 
column, the wash-wipe stalk has 
no intermittent wipe provision, 
but driving vision is good, with a 
remotely controllable door mirror 
that has sensible separate trim- 
mers for vertical and horizontal 
adjustment. The clearly marked 
instruments look impressive, but 
we were disappointed to find the 
speedometer and distance recor- 
ders exaggerating grossly: by 
Smph at 30mph and by 7.3% 
respectively — enough to distort 
apparent fuel consumption by 
2Y%ampg! 

The accelerator pedal offers 
stiffer sprung resistance the har- 
der you press — something of a 
fuel economy aid itself, though 
we were not convinced that it 
does much for the driver’s leg 
muscles... 

The ultimate disincentive to 
hustling the Solara around tortu- 
ous roads is its weighty steering, 
which gets distinctly heavier as 
you apply the second armful of 
lock — and there’s no light relief 
when you increase speed or 
merely park the car. Combined 
with the gearshift, this can make 
the Solara heavy going for some 
ladies, especially around town. If 
keen drivers have got the brawn, 
however, they'll appreciate the 


way the Solara grips the road 


through bumpy bends, with hand- 
ling precision superior to a Ford 
Cortina’s or a Renault 18’s. 


How comfortable 

The Solara’s ride has little instant 
appeal. Indeed, its progress can 
feel harsh and knobbly on quite 
ordinary roads. But keep driving 


over a wider range of surfaces, 


with various loads aboard, and 
the Solara begins to shine. 
Though rarely completely at 
peace, the suspension never gets 
badly distressed, coping with 
thoroughly bad roads or a full 
back seat and boot without 
degenerating into a wallowing or 
hard ride. Only when you cover 
EAE A CL ETS 
HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Talbot Solara 
GL 1.6, taking into consideration 
its rivals, its price and what kind 


“of car it’s meant to be 


Out of 10 
PERFORMANCE 
@0@@0@8@8@000 
FUEL ECONOMY 

TTT TTT TTT fe 
HANDLING/STEERING 
@@@@@@0000 
COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@@00@@0000 
INTERIOR/LUGGAGE SPACE 
@@@@@0O0000 
PASSENGER AIDS 
@@0@0@0G8@000 
DRIVER AIDS 
@@@@@@0000 
ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
@@@@@0O0000 
RUST RESISTANCE 
@@@O000000 


COST/EASE OF REPAIR 
@©000008000 


the same ground in a lesser car do 
you realise how well the Solara 
has been coping. 

We have always thought highly 
of the Alpine’s folding rear seat, 
so it would have been surprising if 
the Solara’s simpler, fixed rear 
bench had proved uncomfortable. 
It was no disappointment, being 
well-shaped, with an almost-flat 
floor and, for the GL, a central 
folding armrest. However, it isn’t 
an improvement over the 
Alpine’s as legroom is just about 
identical, and only headroom is a 
little better. There’s a second roof 
lamp at the back of the GL, but 
not rear-door courtesy switches 
to operate it automatically, and 
we would like to see the front 
doors’ armrests used at the rear, 
too: they are far more helpful than 
the passengers’ roof-level 
grabhandles. 

Talbot’s hatchback-to-boot 
conversion is surprisingly unim- 
aginative. There’s only the same 
room as in an Alpine with its rear 
shelf in place, and load height is 
limited by the location of the pet- 
rol tank and spare wheel. A cour- 
tesy lamp reveals that there’s not 
sufficient height to stow any 
decent-sized suitcase upright, 
and the high-silled boot has to be 
opened by key every time. Provi- 
sion for stowing odds-and-ends is 
ungenerous, too. 

The Solara’s pleasantly sub- 
dued engine is complemented by 
good wind-noise suppression. 
This is one of those rare cars in 
which cruising at S0Omph-plus 
with windows partially lowered 
does not require an Edwardian 
motorist’s goggles and cap — 
worth remembering if you really 
can’t afford Talbot’s optional 
steel sunroof at a not- 
unreasonable £156. Interior trim 
is unashamedly plastic every- 
where, well-made and fitted with 
injury prevention much in mind. 
In GL form, one gets only a mod- 
est tally of creature comforts, but 
we were impressed by the quality 
of the standard radio, the accu- 
racy of the quartz clock and by 
little considerations such as the 
separate ducting of warm air to 
rear footwells. 

Everyone gets enough warmth, 
even though it’s not of the sock- 
scorching calibre. In summer, 
you'll need those helpful win- 
dows down as the ventilation sys- 
tem is incapable of dealing with 
really warm weather. 


How strong 

Our paintwork and rust- 
prevention experts found little to 
please them in our almost-new 
test car. There were wide varia- 
tions in panels’ paint thickness, 
many surfaces had a distinct 
orange-peel finish, and carelessly 
daubed mastic around door seams 
and edges may have been applied 
to prevent water ingress. If so, it 


TALBOT SOLARA GL 1.6 — 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 
clutch £45.76 (fitting 2hr) i 
exhaust £52.90 (0.7hr) 

headlamp unit £30.48 (0.4hr) 

front bumper (3 sections) £48.30 (0.8hr) 
laminated windscreen £53.47 (0.7hr) 


a NS ee = 


oil filter (no points) £3.91 (0.3hr) : 
major.service 10,000 miles (2.83hr av) ~ 
——— 


Insurance group 4 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage, 
including free breakdown recovery. 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £355 

Capital interest £337 

New-cost inflation £540 
Total depreciation=£1231 (10.26p per mile 
Running costs 
Petrol (£1.38 per gal) £466 ‘4 
Insurance (av) £165 
Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 | 
Servicing/replacements £166 | 
Total running costs=£883 (7.36p per mile) 
Cost of ownership £2114 (17.62p p mile)! 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Talbot Solara GL 1.6 

Ford Cortina 1600L 
Vauxhall Cavalier 1600 GL 
Renault 18TS 
Honda Accord 4-door 


Drive September-October I 
q MT, pets rt ' : ety 


~~ 


ACCELERATION times in sec 
MPH | THROUGH IN TOP GEAR 
GEARS 
= ast 


30-40 
30-50 
30-60 


BRAKES pedal pressures and responses 


os i a a 
Handbrake 35 Best| stop 93% 
80 cece ent | ar asad 7 
1ins | 
70 ena 
2 
60 }3——+ 
oo 
\aedh = 
50 re 3) ona 
25 
40 et 
6 a\— 
DB o/2 
390 -ee£le 
4 o10 | 
£22la | 


| 
aAi6 20) S0r 040) S017. 60%) 705) 80,901.00 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
Consumption — normal range 


hard driving, heavy traffic 29mpg 
short journeys in the suburbs 30mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 32mpg 
brisk driving, mixed roads 36¥empg 
gentle driving — rural roads 42mpg 
Typical mpg overall 35¥%mpg 
Realistic tank range 400 miles/11Ygal 
Consumption at steady speeds top 
30mph 55mpg 
56mph 39Yempg 
70mph 32mpg 
max mph 20mpg 


SAFETY CHECKS 0=factory-fitted option 
steering: energy head restraints: front? Yes 
absorbing? Yes rear? No 


TOP SPEEDS % efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within good road ‘feel’? Yes _ interior: well padded? Yes 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) brakes: powerful? Yes w/screen: laminated? O 

max engine speed Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop sensible effort? No doors: childproof? Yes 

used 6000rpm (ideal car would show no variation) fade resistant? No latches crashproof? Yes 

max in top 5750rpm belts: effective? Yes __ petrol: shielded 

standing Yamile 331b at start; 33Ib in constant use; 73Ib in severe use convenient? No filler? Yes 

19.7sec Watersplash 60ib at first, 3 stops to recover fitted in rear? No protected tank? Yes 
AXIMUM 0-70MPH 30-70MPH AKE ERALL MAXI YPI E 

ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 

PRICE (£ cc MPG MPH GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC) (%G/LB FT/IN FRONT (IN REAR (IN CIRCLE 

4914 1592 35% 94 15.6 20.8 92/45 14’ 5” 40% 39% 4%4/35 

4591 1593 332 91 17.9 26.1 97/35 14':3? 41 39 3%4/34 

5339 ~ 1584 31 96 13.3 25.4 100/35 14' 742" 40 37% 3%4/34 

4997 1647 35% 97 14.0 21.7 98/55 14’ 4" 40 36% 32/33% 
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88/40 
-gear time 


14’ 3 


40 37% 3Y2/34% 


Over footbridge 
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wouldn’t be up to the job... 
Underneath, a brief blow-over 
with a brittle, bituminous com- 
pound was Talbot’s token resis- 
tance to the rustbug — apart from 
normal priming and painting. No 
attempt had been made to inject 
wax into box sections or door 
interiors, or design-out the known 
Alpine mudtraps. 

All current Talbots use con- 
tactless electronic ignition — a 
system that has not been without 
its troubles on earlier cars. Fusing 
seems a bit primitive, but we 
approve of the semi-sealed cool- 
ing system and a facia lamp that 
indicates front brake-pad wear. 

The AA’s long-term, high- 
mileage Alpine proved. its 
engineering to be reasonably dur- 
able except for gear-change prob- 
lems and valves that needed regu- 
lar adjustment. The new, less- 
stressed Solara engine can there- 
fore lead only a happier life. 

The absence of chromeplating 
makes Solara washing easier, but 
our car’s dark bumper shields 
scuffed off their topcoat, reveal- 
ing a lighter shade beneath. 


How safe 

We were most impressed with the 
thoroughness of the Solara’s 
safety padding: it has the Alpine’s 


All measurements in inche 


unusual, moulded head- 
lining, which extends well for- 
ward to cover the often-bare area 
of the upper screen surround. The 
backs of the front seats are rein- 
forced, there are no nasty protru- 
sions, and two excellent foglamps 
are in the rear lamp clusters. 

The seatbelts are extremely 
comfortable, but their effective- 
ness depends on how you wear 
them. The worry is that, if the belt 
is run outside the seat-reclining 
lever, the lever could give in a 
crash, so letting the wearer be 
thrown further forward than he 
should be. It’s best to run the belt 
up the nearside of this lever, 
closer to the seat, but then it 
stows untidily and gives you a 
nasty dig in the hip every time you 
get in the car. We’re worried that 
people won’t wear the belt prop- 
erly — if at all. 

The Solara’s steady cornering, 
which calls for more steering 
muscle the faster you go, feels 
inherently safe and stable. Even 
when you overdo it, the car gently 
toes the line when you lift off the 
accelerator abruptly. 

Brakes as servo-assisted as the 
Solara’s flatter the driver’s leg 
muscles in everyday situations, 
but require undue delicacy in an 
emergency to avoid lock-up and 


kerbweight 20Y%cwt 
overall length 14ft 5in 
overall width 5ft 6in 
overall height 4ft 6%in 
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skidding. Then again, they do suf- 
fer from fade — quite markedly 
after a couple of high-speed stops 
— so, at such times, the 
enthusiastic servo’s help is wel- 
come. The handbrake’s 
behaviour is better, holding the 
car securely up or down a 1-in-3 
hill; the Solara only just manages 
a restart up this gradient, how- 
ever. 


How much? 

If anyone still believes that less 
litres means less fuel used, then 
learn from Talbot. The Solara 
GL1.6 may have gone up by 
158cc, be no higher-geared, and 
only fractionally lighter than the 
Alpine, yet it’s almost 11% more 
economical. Its most notable 
improvement is in suburban, 
short-journey driving, where it 
squanders less petrol in the 
warm-up period. Five years ago, 
a 1.6litre family car averaging bet- 
ter than 35mpg would have been 
unique, but today the Solara 
shares this honour in our chart 
with two or three others of similar 
size. (The only one we haven’t 
listed is the dearer VW Passat/ 
Audi 80). 

Like the VW/Audi, a_ nice 
bonus with the Solara is a gener- 
ous tank capacity that makes 400 
miles entirely feasible before the 
low-fuel-level warning lamp 
lights. We found it too easy to 
refit the non-locking cap incor- 
rectly, though, allowing expen- 
sive, smelly spillage. 

Depreciation can be assessed 
only on the basis of the Alpine’s 
record. This has done less well 
over the last couple of years than 
its cousin-by-marriage, the 
Peugeot 305, and Ford’s Cortina 
1600GL, but then it is a five-door 
hatchback, which some buyers 
still shun. 

Spares prices are thoroughly 
competitive with the established 
saloons beloved of fleet mana- 
gers, and the fitting times reveal 
that this front-wheel-drive layout 
creates no accessibility problems 
for routine work. Talbot’s 
12month/any-mileage warranty 
covers parts such as clutch, brake 
and exhaust components, which 
other makers exclude; this 
benefits. mainly higher-mileage 


| 
motorists, however. The recom- | 
mended 2.83hr major service time | 
does not include valve adjustment | 
— only checking; adjustment 
seems likely every 10,000 miles if 
our experience of the Alpine is 
anything to go by. If you feel like | 
tackling the job yourself, a few 
special tools will be needed, such © 
as Allen keys for sump plugs, and 
a timing lamp. Though the own- | 
ers’ handbook is of only limited 
help to home mechanics, it does — 
advise on how to geta good work- 

shop manual. 


Verdict 
The Solara is handsome and 
roomy, with an impressive engine 
that propels it down the road in a 
very competent and economical 
fashion. But, after such a promis- 
ing start, too much of the Solara’s 
story is one of missed chances. | 
The very reason for the Solara’s © 
existence — its boot — is disap-— 
pointing; its scant rust protection 
is unlikely to endear itself to long- 
term private owners, and its appal- | 
ling gear change is not the way to | 
earn new friends. 
Admittedly, there will soon be a } 
new and better box, but then one 
must wonder why Talbot launched | 
such an important new range | 
without it. Perhaps the lesson of | 
the Austin Maxi’s early years has! | 
already been forgotten. | 
These three faults could ba | 
enough to hold a good car down. 


} 


ENGINE 

Type and size front-mounted, 4- 
in-transverse-line, water-cooled; 80.6mm } 
borex78.0mm_ stroke=1592cc; 5 main 
bearings, iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.35:1 

Valve gear chain-driven side camshaft | 
with pushrods and rockers | 
Fuel system one Solex single-throat | 
carburettor fed by mechanical pump from 
1234gal tank, with low-petrol-level warning | 
lamp i 
Max power (DIN-net) 72bhp at 
5200rpm 1) 
Max torque (DIN-net) 96lb ft at} 
3000rpm , 
TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 7¥2in diaphragm spring, single 
dry plate, hydraulically operated; pedal 
load/travel: 281b/5%in | 
Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and | 
reverse. Ratios: first 3.17:1; second 1.83:1; | 
third 1.25:1; top 0.94:1, reverse 3.15:1 
Final drive helical-spur gears; 4.21:1 to | 
front wheels 
Mph per 1000rpm 16.5 in top gear 


CHASSIS | 
Suspension —front: independent wish- | 
bones with torsion bars, anti-roll bar. Rear: 
independent triangulated trailing arms } 


-with coil springs and anti-roll bar. Dam- | 


pers: telescopic all round : 
Steering rack and pinion; with 4% turns | 

between full locks. Turning circles aver- | 
age 35ft between kerbs, with 7Oft in| 
response to one turn of wheel 

Wheels 5J steel with 155 SR 13 radial-ply | 
tyres (Goodyear Grand Prix S on test car) 

Brakes dual-line hydraulic: discs front, 
self-adjusting drums rear, with load-. 
sensitive rear valve and vacuum servo; 
warning lamps for low fluid/handbrake on - 
and worn pads 
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If you find 
an ad 
unacceptable, 


don 


tturn 
the page: 
turn to us. 


Every week, millions of advertisements 
appear in the press, on posters and in 
the cinema. 

Most of them comply with the rules 
contained in the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful. 

But if you find one that, in your opinion, 
Is wrong in some way, please write to us 
at the address below. 

We would like you to help us keep 
advertising up to standard. 


The Advertising Standards Authority.9 _ 
Hf an advertisement is wrong, we're here to put it right. 
ASA.Ltd., Brook House, Torrington Place, London WCIE 7HN. 


TRAGK ONE 


The National Mail Order division of BCR 
Gives the Better Deal on Car Audio 


PN 
aE SAN YO Puts Technology at your fingertips 


Together - Now bringing you the superb # SAN WO in car radio/ 
cassette systems at ridiculously low prices. So don't spend your hard 
earned money on unknown brands when you can now purchase a gen 
uine SB SANYO unit at previously unheard of prices. Not so long ago, 
you could have paid up to double TRACK ONE's prices. How do we do 
it? We have purchased ® SANYO "s entire stocks of the units on 
offer - That’s a lot of car radios, so we are able to make this unique and 
exclusive offer to TRACK ONE customers. We have 5 units to offer 
ranging from LW/MW stereo cassette model FT6045 at just £39.95 to 
the all stereo push button autoreverse FT4687 at £89.95. 

We think that you will agree that TRAGK QWMEdoes live up tothe claim 
of indeed offering the best deal on in-car entertainment. 


All @ SANYO products are guaranteed for 12 months by 
TRACK ONE anu @SANVO 


@& SANYO f14647 ice £69.95 


oe i Seah 


PR 
i ee FT4647 LW/MW/FM Stereo § 
radio. 5 preset stations 1LW 
2MW 2FM mono/stereo switch 
Stereo cassette locking F/fwd & § 
Rwd. - Output: 7.5 watts per | 


2] eee ee channel. Wow & Flutter 0.3% # 
te tw hw ee =e RMS 


§: FT6045 LW/MW radio with 

| stereo cassette. Locking F/fwd 
' and Rwd. - Output 6 watts per 
channel. 


@ SANYO FT4687 LW/MW/FM Stereo radio. 5 preset stations 1LW 2MW 
2FM mono/stereo switch. Auto Reverse cassette deck 
saan with twin LED tape direct- 
ional indicators Locking 
F/fwd and Rwad. - Output 7.5 
ps ae ‘ watts per channel. Wow & 

i ia ; okt Flutter 0.3% RMS 
Rev owe eee! one le ee at Sot 


SS PRICE £89.95 


Also available: - 
@ SANYO FT4320 MW/FM Stereo radio with 

stereo cassette Locking F/fwd. £45.95 
@ SANYO FT6067 LW/MW/FM Stereo radio with 

stereo Autoreverse cassette Locking F/fwd & Rwd. £59.95 
All units dimensions: 180wW x 50H x 150 mm. All FM units have FM noise 
canceller to eliminate most FM interference. Al! units conform to 
DIN 75500 to fit over 95% of European cars. 


to: TRACK ONE 


1 Market Street 
Bracknell, Berks. 


ACCESS, BARCLAYCARD, DINERS CREDIT 
CARD HOLDERS 


TEL: 0344-55359 


For express dispatch 


delivery) POU 5 ea 
TOTAL Sinlalibe sec Grn ome ees 


A trading name of RHODRON Ltd. Reg.Office: 120 High Street, Edgware, Mddx. : 
Reg. in England No. 188606 i 
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RG12 1JG 

| enclose Cheque/PO to the value of : 

: Per creced vas thi dcee Meronees or charge my 4 

Please Supply:- Access/Barclaycard/Diners Account ! 
Qty Item Costice Total snc Wiis a icici dcacsgsavemsavenaes in 4 
XC) ® SANYO F16045 39.95 ........... payment of goods listed. ! 
LC) ®@ SANYO £1432) 45.95 ........... NAME ibe chcrctnssnca eaeasest putaserman) | 
LC) ®@ SANYO FT6067 59.95 ........... ADDRESS 
Pe] @& SANYO FT4647 69.95 Nt/- Pe ae Te ati Sia eS \ 
Mr re Wal peepee ever tne atte Pr Sor pe Te eee - 
Mn erie rh Fe vtaeemeevet re 8 oe ue 
Se HUEMIERG A oo ee sk... 
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Whatever you’re thinking of buying you'll find it better to buy now 
with the help of an AA Members’ Loan. 

* You can buy now, at today’s prices. These days waiting while you 
save isn’t prudent any more. It simply means having to pay a new higher 
price .. . if your savings run to it. 

* You can shop around with all the advantages of paying cash. 

* You spread the cost by equal monthly instalments. 

*& Your instalments are lower than under a standard Mercantile 
Credit personal loan plan because you enjoy a special reduced rate of 
interest arranged exclusively for AA members. 

* This rate is fixed for the whole term of the loan, so your payments 
cannot change — you know exactly where you stand. 

Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan now. We 
promise you a speedy answer. 

How much? How long? The minimum initial loan is £200 and the 
maximum £5,000 and usually repayment can be spread over periods of up 
to five years, even longer for more costly home improvements. 


AA members 


All loans are subject to compliance with government controls; for 
example, the maximum loan on a motor car is two thirds of the cost and the 
longest repayment period 1s 24 months. 

Apply now. Below are tables at the current rate of interest which 
will help you decide on the loan which suits you best. 

Complete the application form opposite and post it to Mercantile 
Credit FREEPOST, P.O. Box No.75, London WC2B 5XA . . . no stamp is 
needed. You will receive a personal cheque within a few days of your loan 
being approved. 


The table below shows the monthly repayments, total amounts 
payable and annual percentage rate of charge for specimen loans over 
selected periods and is representative of current terms. Figures specific to 
the loan you require will be given before you agree to any offer we make. 
The table shows current rates, which are subject to change, and the 
relevant rate will be notified at the time any offer is made. This rate is then 
fixed for the whole repayment period. 


AA MEMBERS’ LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES 
The annual percentage rate of charge for credit is shown marked ‘APR’ in each case 


Intereston amount ofloan: 1-2 years—14.5% flat foreach 12 months 


3-5 years —15% flat for each 12 months 


bila 12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS 36 MONTHS 48 MONTHS 60 MONTHS prec 
of APR 29.3% APR 29.2% APR 29.5% APR 28.7% APR 27.9% of 
loan otal Monthly Total Monthly ) otal Monthly Total Monthly loan 
Fp LNB o} nD £ 1p tip Ep Srp eae 0) 2p rp £6 ep 
145.04 1145.04 95.42 290.00 1290.00 53.75 33.33 29.17 
137.80 1087.80 90.65 275.44 1225.44 51.06 31.67 27.71 
130.56 1030.56 85.88 261.12 1161.12 48 38 30.00 
123.20 973.20 81.10 246.56 1096.56 45.69 28.33 
115.96 915.96 76.33 232.00 1032.00 43.00 26.67 
108.72 858.72 71.56 217.44 967 44 40.31 25.00 
101.48 801.48 66.79 203.12 903.12 37.63 23 
94.24 744.24 62.02 188.56 838.56 34.94 21.67 
87.00 687.00 57.25 174:00 774.00 32.25 20.00 
79.76 629.76 52.48 159.44 709.44 29.56 18.33 
72.52 Bioioe 47.71 145.12 645.12 26.88 16.67 
65.28 515.28 42.94 130.56 580.56 24.19 15.00 
58.04 458.04 38.17 116.00 516.00 21.50. 13833 
50.80 400.80 33.40 101.44 451.44 18.81 11.67 
43.56 343.56 28.63 87.12 387.12 16.13 10.00 
36.20 286.20 23.85 72.56 322.56 13.44 362.52 8.33 
28.96 228.96 19.08 58.00 258.U0 10.75 290.16 6.67 


Ref: AD10411 (3/80) 
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Application Form 
Post to: Mercantile Credit Co. Ltd., FREEPOST, PO. Box No.75, London WC2B 5XA. 


Surname DERI: SERIAL NO. CHECK DIGIT 


Married |] Single L] (Tick as applicable) Date of birth Occ. Code eae) | 


Nationality AA Membership No. 


Are you in good health? YES ] NOL] No. of dependent children 


Purpose of loan (give details) 


Full postal address 


Postal Code Tel. No. 


Total cost of goods or service 52 
How long at present address? __ Amount of cash required ¢ 
Owner C] Tenant C] House C] Flat [nn Rooms C] Living with parents 2] Repayment period required in months 
Profession or trade Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after deduction of Income Tax, 
N.H.1. Contributions, etc.) £ monthly 
Name of employer 
; Any other income £ monthly 


Business address 


Please submit your latest P60 or other annual advice or at least two 
monthly/weekly pay slips. 


How long in their employ? Mortgage payments/Rent a monthly 

Bankers Credit payments £ monthly 

Bankers address (in full) Any other regular payments £ monthly 
Give details 


Do you hold a Barclaycard? YES [] NOL} 


(We submit this proposal to you for a loan of £.............. and I/We warrant the accuracy of the replies. You may make all enquiries necessary to enable you to 
consider this application and from time to time disclose to the National Credit Register details in respect of this transaction excluding any information relating to 
income. If you need to clarify any information, in the application form, or obtain my agreement to the amendment of any documents, please regard this as a formal 
request to visit me at my home. It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application without stating a reason. (Membership of the Automobile 
Association or a previous or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves ensure acceptance.) 9 


SIGNATURE DATE 
Mercantile Credit Company Ltd. Registered Office: Elizabethan House, Great Queen Street, London WC2B SDP. Registered No. 290277 England. 
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French 
stowaway 


The idea of collapsible touring 
vans is hardly new. Fifteen years 
ago, when the folding caravan had 
its last — premature — birth, one 
of TRAIL’S testers nearly severed 
an arm in the attempt to stop a 
glass-fibre panel from blowing off 
a well-known British make... 

Now, it’s the French, not the 
British, who are reviving the idea 
of folders — not the first time that 
the leisure-conscious French 
have turned a British pig’s ear 
into a silk purse. And the front- 
runner of them all is André Jamet, 
whose range is imported by 
Brad-Import of Wigan. 

Brad-Import introduced the 
10ft Jade folder last year, and for 
1980 it feels confident enough to 
appoint 10 more dealers and 
launch the 12ft Coral, too. 

But why make a folding touring 
van at all? What makes it better 
than a trailer tent or a smaller, 
rigid tourer — which, inciden- 
tally, can be much cheaper than a 
folder. The answer isn’t simple, 
but has a lot to do with lowering 
fuel costs for existing vanners, 
and winning more sales among 
the growing number of small-car 
owners. The folded trailer makes 
towing easier and safer for novice 
drivers, and the absence of rubber 
tensioners, pegs and poles also 
appeals to new campers. 

Can this French connector 
really be all things to all campers? 


How it’s built 

Makers of folding caravans also 
have to make a difficult choice. 
The main body of the van must be 
— and be seen to be —a substan- 
tial structure when assembled, 
but its panels must also be light 
enough for easy lifting and secur- 
ing. In the past, many folders 
failed because they relied on glass 
fibre (too heavy if it’s made rigid, 
and too flimsy if it’s made light), 
or plywood, which has little cus- 
tomer appeal. 

Technology came to Jamet’s 
rescue in the form of Dow Chem- 
ical’s Styrofoam. It makes a 
lightweight, rigid core, which is 
clad on the outside with high- 
impact plastic, and panelled on 
the inside for a decorative fin- 
ish. The result is a sandwiched 
wall that is light, rigid, strong, 
durable and, 4s a bonus, a good 
insulator. It’s so strong that 
Jamet has been able to place no 
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fewer than six opening windows 
and a door in the walls without 
fear of distorting the panels. 
Styrofoam does dictate the use of 
flat rather than curved walls, but 
that’s acceptable in short-bodied 
vans, and the Coral’s lines are 
already softened by the one-piece 
glass-fibre roof moulding that 
rounds-off the top edges. 
Underneath, the trailer has a 
laminated, insulated floor that’s 
bolted to a strong, if rough-and- 
ready-looking, steel chassis. 
TRAIL was pleased to see that the 
A-bar, tow hitch and jockey 
wheel are galvanised for long- 


term durability, and it’s remark- 
able that the entire chassis and 
floor is both galvanised and 
sprayed with a heavy mastic 
compound. This healthy attempt 
at rust protection is a great 
improvement on the scant spray 
of black paint that allegedly pro- 
tects most cheap and medium- 
priced rigid caravans in the UK. 

A folding caravan stands or 
falls — quite literally, sometimes 
— on the ease with which its col- 
lapsing mechanism works. It’s no 
fun starting a holiday with all the 
family struggling in the rain to 
make the thing habitable on site. 


To its credit, the Coral’s importer 
doesn’t make preposterous 
‘erected by one person in one 
minute’ claims — yet the Coral 
can do just that. One adult of 
unremarkable strength and 
weight can safely erect and dis- 
mantle the Coral — and it’s also 
possible to put only the main body 
of the van up in less than a minute, 
leaving just the fittings to be 
arranged at your leisure. 

The assembly procedure is 
learnt equally quickly. With joc- 
key wheel and corner legs wound 
down, unlock the rear catch that 
holds the roof panel and lift. As 
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rut assisters the rear wall pons 
D with it, but you have to lift the 
front edge of the roof to raise the 
front wall. Then, open the main 
part of the door to lift the offside 
panel into position, and push up 
the remaining side. Three bolts on 
each wall lock to the roof, and 
-you’re home and dry, for it’s a 
waterproof building job. 

_ Our only criticisms so far are of 
‘the rear lock (dry and stiff on the 
test van, and requiring frequent 
lubrication to guard against rear- 
tyre spray), and the walls’ 
cupboard-style sliding bolts 
(could be more elegant and posi- 
tive in their location). 

One obvious snag with a fold- 
ing van is that any furniture above 
trailer-body level also has to be 
built up, but Jamet has success- 
fully eased this chore. To the left 
of the door is a two-door cup- 
board on which stands a matching 
box containing a double-burner 
stove, grill and sink/drainer. This 
lives on the floor in transit, and is 
simply lifted into position on four 
lugs to bring the kitchen cabinet 
to normal caravan worktop 
height. A long thin cupboard with 
two lift-up doors can then be clip- 
ped to the wall above the cooker 
with two lugs and_ brackets. 
(Experiments suggest that it 
might be possible to keep the 
upper cupboard filled ready for 
use — as long as the contents are 
unbreakable.) It remains only to 
lift up and lock into place the 
half-length wardrobe, which 
travels hinged and folded flat to 


fit five of the six windows with 
curtains and pelmets; the pelmets 
are dropped into steel slots and 
the curtains hung from nylon. 

/ These simple manoeuvres — a 
‘couple of minutes’ work for one 
person — complete the Coral, 
which then looks convincingly 
like a well-planned rigid tourer. 
Inside, there’s little sign of the 
Coral’s mutable shape, for the 
sealing and draughtproofing at 
joints is first-class, and there’s no 
awkward gadgetry to give the 
folding game away. 


Living in it 
The Coral is designed for four 
people, two sleeping on a double 
bed and two on adult-size bunks. 
The layout is straightforward, the 
main seating/dining area at the 
rear comprising two facing 
benches with table between. With 
its crude but effective tubular leg 
collapsed, the table fits between 
the benches to form the double 
bed’s base. Its cushions are made 
of a 4%2in-thick foam that is not 
particularly comfortable for 
sleeping or sitting, espe- 
jially in combination with the 
low, vertical backrests. 
, Other seating at the towbar end 
ncludes a 6ft-long contraption 
t folds up once to form a bench 
and aa to form the bunks. 
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‘the floor. The finishing touch is to | 
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Again, it’s crude but effective, 
with little to go wrong, its angle- 
iron and spring-mesh base giving 
more-comfortable sleeping and 
sitting than does the main seating 
area. Foam cushioning here is 
only 2in-thick, but it’s adequate 
on the sprung base. Facing the 
bench seat, to the right of the 
door, is a box seat padded with 
only a seat cushion, and between 
this and the bench there’s a small, 
collapsible table that makes a 
cramped games or eating area. 
Though the wardrobe stands 
three-quarters high, it doesn’t 
extend to the ground, so restrict- 
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ing the effective height to only 
half the normal. Inside, there’s 
just a single rail, and a mirror on 
the inside of the door. 
Immediately to the left of the 
door is the kitchen area, compris- 
ing the familiar Leisure Princess 
double burner/grill/sink unit 
underneath two hinged flaps. The 
flaps can be locked upright, the 
lefthand one making a good wind- 
shield when the door is open, and 
one or both flaps can be sup- 
ported on swing-out plastic brac- 
kets to extend the worktop area. 
It’s unfortunate that the lefthand 
flap extends across the door, but 
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it’s a better arrangement than 
hinging it backwards to block the 
window — as happens in many 
tourers. And the window over the 
stove can be opened fully — 
something we often fail to find on 
small tourers of any price. 
Leisure’s deep, round sink 
looks impressive — until you try 
to clear waste water and debris 
from its flat base and ridiculously 
tiny waste outlet. Cold water is 
supplied to the swivel tap via an 
electric pump that has to be con- 
nected directly to the water can. 
Storage space is reasonable for 
a compact folder. Apart from the 
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FOLDING VAN TEST 


useful top cupboards in the 


kitchen, there are two big cup- 
boards without shelves, the 
implication being that one will 
take a gas cylinder, the other a 
water container. One of these 
could be freed for other uses by 
mounting the gas cylinder on the 
A-bar — if some form of fitting 
were provided; it shouldn’t be dif- 
ficult to contrive a safe platform 
here. There are also storage 
hatches in the two benches at the 
dining end, more under the box by 
the door and, more usefully, two 
large pull-out drawers under the 
long, sprung bench. Room for a 
foursome’s needs? Only just, but 
then the Coral’s no worse than its 
rigid rivals in this respect. 

So far, we’ve been fairly com- 
plimentary about the Coral, so it 
pains us to have to fault its décor. 
Unusually, Jamet’s folder has 
abandoned French chic for both 
Gallic gaudiness and drabness. 
The roof moulding is lined with a 
buttoned, beige mock-flock that’s 
complemented by walls of equally 
tedious vinyl sheets printed with 
mock grass-cloth weave, vinyl 
flooring printed with imitation 
tiles, and melamine cabinetwork 
printed with a mahogany grain. In 
subtle contrast, the cushions are 
clad in a riot of orange, black and 
white floribunda... 

Back on the credit side, we 
approved of the Coral’s opening 
windows. Too often, TRAIL tes- 
ters have to deplore the lack of 
opening windows in even rigid 
touring vans, and in particular the 
reluctance of UK makers to fit an 
opening window across the end of 
the van, where most seats are 
sited. There’s no good reason for 
such inconsiderate designing — 
as Jamet proves by fitting an airy 
window at each end, and two 
along each flank, all of which 
open through almost 90 degrees. 


Towing it 
Better vision for towing is a major 
claim of the advocates of folding 
vans. We were unable to vouch 
for the Coral, however, as its 
travelling height of S50in left only a 
small slit of vision over the boot of 
our test Volvo 343 — not enough 
to rely on without good side mir- 
rors. Fortunately, its overall 
width of 6ft Sin did mean that we 
could tow with good vision via the 
Volvo’s standard side mirror. 

The real advantage of a folder is 
its slick aerodynamics. The 343 is 
a willing performer when driven 
briskly solo, but any towed bulk 
cuts its performance drastically. 
At 13311b unladen, the Coral isn’t 
exactly a lightweight, but its low 
profile made for drama-free 
Volvo towing, with no sway, no 
wag and very little noticeable 
suspension movement to jar the 
343’s rear end. In February’s 
gusty weather a rigid van would 
have undoubtedly made its pres- 
ence felt... 

On tow, the Coral knocked the 
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Volvo’s overall consumption 
down to 26.4mpg, compared to its 
unfettered average of 30/2mpg — 
a more-than-acceptable defecit. 

The Coral’s brakes were sharp 
and positive in action, and the 
over-run so sensitive that there 
was no chance of reversing with- 
out first engaging the imprecise 
manual catch. 


Verdict 

Andre Jamet has built a folding 
caravan that doesn’t have to 
apologise for itself. At around 
£2500 it isn’t cheap, but it is a 
genuine four-berth with fixtures 
and fittings at least as good as 
many a rigid rival’s. Yes, you can 
buy the cheapest CI Cadet for a 
good £1000 or so less, but equally 
you can pay as much again for a 
four-berth 12ft 6in van. 

The Coral’s cost penalty is 
probably £150-200 compared to a 
similar rigid, but for that it will 
save your tow-car’s fuel and pro- 
vide safe towing for small family 
cars that would be too light for a 
comparable rigid van. 

Your non-caravanning neigh- 
bours will love the Coral, too, for, 
out of season, it can be stored in 
your garage. And it’s a pleasant 
irony that a trailer designed to be 
stored under cover is rust- 
protected more thoroughly than 
most rigid tourers that have to 
stand in the front garden all year. 


All the facts ... 


Price £2549 
berths one double 75in by 46in, two sing- 
les (bunks) 72in by 25in 


Overall length 16ft 

width 6ft 11in 

body length 12ft 

interior headroom 6ft 4/2in max 
height (folded) 3ft 4in (erected) 7ft 9in 


Chassis fully galvanised and painted 
hitch-height 13in 

type Alko 

brakes over-run drum brakes, manual 
reverse lock-out 

tyres Continental TS 771 radial-ply 
145SR13 


Max gross weight 1650!b (748kq) 
unladen weight 1331|b (603.6kg) 


Manufacturer André Jamet 
distributor Brand Imports, Leopold St, 
Lamberhead Industrial Estate, Pemberton, 
nr. Wigan. 


DAY 


A seat B kitchen C table D wardrobe 
E bench seat F double bed @ bunks 


Lerers: 


Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 
what it means to you. You 
can send letters for pub- 
lication — unstamped — 
via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
POST, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA. 


Follow the van 

Journeying on major roads in 
Wales, it seemed to me that 
caravans are becoming more of 
a menace — and, as someone 
who has occasionally towed a 


| caravan, | feel that my criticism 


is unbiased. 

The problem appears to be 
the selfish attitude of the drivers 
of some of these outfits. If only 
they looked in their mirrors, 
they would see a queue of 
motorists waiting to overtake. 
On winding country A-roads, 
they should pull to one side and 
let others go past. 

In my experience, most 
caravanners are guilty of this 
practice, so perhaps it is time 
that there was a special section 
on towing in the Highway Code. 
G R Williams 
Wrecsam, Clwyd 


Off-side 
| applaud the inclusion in the 
new Highway Code of a section 
on giving way to buses. How- 
ever, | have noticed a growing 
trend among bus drivers which, 
in my opinion, is both frustrat- 
ing and dangerous. Many 
switch on their offside indicator 
as soon as they stop — even if 
there’s a queue of passengers 
waiting to get on. 

| have often halted behind a 
bus with its flasher going, pre- 
suming that it is about to pull 
out, only to find that | have pul- 
led up unnecessarily. | am now 
tempted to disregard these bus 
signals and overtake — except 
that it could lead to a_potentially 
risky situation. Have other 
readers noticed this trend, or is 
it a habit unique to drivers em- 
ployed by the S Yorkshire Pas- 
senger Transport Executive? 
N A Moore 
Sheffield, S Yorkshire 


Wise guy 
| have just spent an enjoyable 
and nostalgic two hours read- 
ing DRIVE’s AA 75th anniversary 
issue. 

| began driving in 1919 when 
my brother, home from World 
War One, purchased our first 
car from a garage near Edin- 
burgh. It was a secondhand 
12hp Palladium five-seater — of 
French origin, with beautiful 
pigskin upholstery. 

We joined the AA right away 
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and, in 11924, my father’ took « ou 
alife membership forme; | thir 
it cost only 18 guineas! |am now N 
81, and still enjoy Pree 

Miss E D McLaren ' 
Abergele, Clwyd 


Small beginnings 
| have started a British register 
of unusual micro-cars. After 
contacting various clubs, | 
already have 28 vehicles on file 
including such names as the AC 
Petite, Allard Clipper, Flipper, 
Goggomobil and Velorex. : 
lf any readers have an 
unusual micro-car, perhaps 
they would be kind ‘enough to 
get in touch with me. There isl 
no fee involved. 
Mrs Jean Hammond | 
28 Durham Road : 
Sidcup, Kent 


Stopping the rot 

| would like to correct Robert 
Clay’s assumption (May-June 
issue) that the leading rust- 
proofing companies have not 
considered setting-up an 
association for the protection 
of the consumer and, indeed, 
themselves. 

We have met to discuss this 
from time to time, but the prob- 
lem is largely one ‘of guarantees, 

The other point at issue is 
rustproofing by car manufac- 
turers. We do not think this can 
be carried out on the produc- 
tion line adequately or econom- 
ically, particularly when related 
to the need for later servicing. 

Interestingly, though the 
major rustproofers have vast 
experience of long-term corro- 
sion prevention, the car man- 
ufacturers, whose interests 
have been predominantly 
short-term protection, seem 
loath to contact them. We con- 
fidently believe that we can 
show them the most economi- 
cal way of stopping the rot, if 
they really do want to do that. 
G A Johanson, Joint Managing} 
Director, Protectol Ltd 
Barnard Castle, Co Durham 


Late transfer / 
Am | the only motorist to miss 
the ‘extensive’ Protectol cam- 
paign advising motorists about 
transferring their Endrust 
guarantees? | found out about 
the arrangement in a DRIVE 
news item but, by the time | read 
it, the deadline had passed, and 
my late application was met 
with what | would describe as a 
‘brush-off’. 

Could any motorist who hail 
suffered an invalidated guaralg 
tee for similar reasons suggest 
a foolproof method of bringing 
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such changes to the notice of 
existing guarantee holders? — 
W M Allen ry! 
Stafford 

@ Protecto/ tells us that it ha 
no liability to help in this matte 
but did so out oft concern og 1 
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dustry’s image, advertising its 
tentions widely in the national 
and regional press and placing 
e deadline on its offer. The 
offer extended only to those 
Endrust stations that joined the 
Protectol organisation. 


Enlightenment 

After driving for five years in 
Australia, and recently in 
Florida, USA, | can only con- 
clude that the traffic light sys- 
tem in this country is out- 
moded, inflexible, and at times 
positively dangerous. 

The red/amber phase, for 
example, should be replaced by 
a direct red-to-green sequence. 
Too many motorists treat red/ 
amber as green, increasing the 
collision risk with vehicles 
jumping the.lights on amber. In 
towns it should also be a legal 
requirement for turning traffic 
to give way to pedestrians cros- 
sing the road on a ‘walk’ signal; 
on the other hand, jaywalking 
should be made an offence. 

And let’s standardise the 
right filter system so that the 
green arrow is always illumi- 
nated after the main green light. 

A procedure that could well 
be copied from America is the 
option to turn left, if the way is 


Double 
trouble 


Cartoonist NOEL FORD has 


clear, even when the lights are 


red — ascheme that can reduce 
congestion. 
should be crossing on a ‘walk’ 
sign around the corner then, as 
in Australia, traffic can be tem- 
porarily halted by a left-pointing 
red arrow. 

To improve traffic flow 
further, all local authorities 
should install computer- 
controlled, linked traffic lights. 
It would also be a good idea to 
adopt the Florida example of 
making traffic lights easier to 
see by suspending them high 
above the road, and giving them 
larger, brighter signals than Bri- 
tain’s. 

Dr B W Marsden 
Poynton, Cheshire 
@Comments AA road safety 


expert Bob Hardy: ‘The High-. 


way Code does say that pedes- 
trians have priority at a junc- 
tion. | agree with Dr Marsden’s 
view of jaywalking, but convic- 
tions would prove difficult to 
obtain. People don't carry 
pedestrians’ walking licences 
with their names and addresses 

. The House of Lords has 
considered changing traffic 
lights as Dr Marsden suggests, 
but decided to leave them 
alone. | am not in favour of laws 


learnt that a trouble shared is 


still trouble . 


lf pedestrians. 


that would allow people to drive 
through a red light, and many 
major cities already have 
computer-controlled lights.’ 


Scrap food 

Oxfam is running a stall at the 
auto-jumble event, Beaulieu, 
Hants, on 13-14 September, the 
proceeds going to Oxfam for 
health projects. Any contribu- 
tions from readers in the way of 
cars, motorbikes, spare parts, 
will be gratefully received. 
Sue Edwards 

Oxfam Special Projects Unit 
274 Banbury Rd 

Oxford 


Hard to stomach 
Is it not time that some better 
service was offered to the 
traveller on the M4 than is avail- 
able at Membury? The building 
itself has all the charm of a 
prison camp, and was obviously 
designed by an architect bent 
on depressing any motorist 
who dared to enter its doors — 
the dismal ramp leading to the 
restaurant, with its charming 
galvanised-iron-age ceiling and 
equally thrilling outlook on to 
an earth mound. 

Granted, it would be difficult 
to alter, but there is no justifica- 


‘Yes, that’s what I said — 


tion for the filthy state of the 
surrounding grounds on the 
day | called. 

Not only that, but the place 
was being ‘decorated’ at the 
time, and the temporary 
accommodation was _ miser- 
able. To expect travellers to 
queue for apaper cup of teaand 
then have to stand around 
drinking it was unworthy of any 
firm claiming to be caterers. 

L T Read 
St Albans, Hertfordshire 


Calling all cars 

Volunteers with cars and a little 
time to spare can do alot to help 
hospital patients with outings, 
shopping trips, home visits and 
many other jobs, all of which 
can make a world of difference 
to someone in hospital. 

These volunteers usually 
form a selected panel of drivers 
who can be contacted when the 
occasion arises within the times 
that they have agreed to be ‘on 
call’. Anyone who is interested 
in taking part in this growing 
activity should contact a local 
hospital. 

R M McDermott 
Voluntary Help Organiser 
St Pancras Hospital 
London NW1 


‘You could have cautioned me as 
_to what your job is’ 


‘tincompatible’’’ 


‘I may have kept you waiting, 
Simmons, but it'll be no excuse for 
arriving late at the office’ 


Any problems? Whether they 

are technical, insurance or 

legal, DRIVE’s experts can help. 

Write to: Clinic, AA, Fanum 

House, Basingstoke, Hamp- 
shire RG21 2EA 


Cut and wrapped 

I read recently of a ‘cut-edge’ 
fanbelt. Can you tell me what the 
term means and how does this 
belt differ from the conventional 
sort? — B ALLEN, ORPINGTON 

A conventional ‘wrapped’ fanbelt 
contains rayon or terylene cords 
that resist stretching. The 
V-section that drives the pulley is 
made of synthetic rubber, and the 
complete belt is wrapped with 
fabric to minimise abrasion. 

The cut-edge fanbelt has no 
outer wrapping, which allows 
room for extra anti-stretch cords 
of polyester; the plastic V-section 
contains several plies of 
abrasion-resistant strengthening 
fabric. Cut-edge belts are said to 
have a longer life. 


Soled out 

About 10 years ago, I bought a 
pair of driving shoes. They had no 
heel, and the sole continued up 
the back of the shoe to provide a 
curved pivot for easy pedal opera- 
tion. They were ideal for driving, 
but, eventually, after much 
restitching, they fell apart. Sadly, 
all attempts to buy replacements 
at local shoe and motorists’ shops 
have drawn a blank. Does any- 
body make this kind of shoe any 
more? — A S VELATE, HORSHAM 
Alas, no. We contacted several 
Journals of the footwear industry, 
and none knew of a company now 
making driving shoes. A call to 
one of the country’s leading shoe 
manufacturers, in Northampton, 
confirmed this; a spokesman said 
that, due to these shoes going out 
of fashion and the resultant fall in 
demand, it stopped making them 
six years ago. Nearest equival- 
ents, perhaps, are the ‘training 
shoes’ sold in sports shops; these 
often have soles running at least 
part-way up the backs. 


Hit the high spots 

My 1977 Ford Cortina has 
developed a faint brake squeal 
and a steering wobble and rattle 
.as I brake lightly. I’ve replaced 
the steering-column coupling, but 
this has eliminated only the rattle. 
I have been told that the discs are 
worn and need replacing 
(already!). Can this be right? — J 
M BLOOM, ASHFORD 

Cortinas — and Ford Escorts, 
too — occasionally suffer from 
braking tremor such as yours, 
caused by high spots or light rust- 
ing on the discs. Don Interna- 
tional makes special brake pads, 
each containing two abrasive 
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strips to smooth away high spots, 
eliminate rust and remove parti- 
cles of friction material that may 
have contaminated the disc. 

Your Ford dealer can also sup- 
ply a special set of pads coated 
with a light abrasive — aa bit like 
jewellers’ rouge —to doa similar 
job. Part number for the Ford 
pads is 1576824. Try a set of these 
and, within a couple of hundred 
miles (brake gently for the first 60 
miles), your problem will prob- 
ably be over. 


Strip off 

How can I remove the advertising 
strip which the dealer stuck to the 
rear window of my Alfasud? I am 
unwilling to continue indefinitely 
with this free publicity, but it 
won’t peel off, and cellulose thin- 
ners, applied sparingly, has no 
effect, even when a scraper is 
used. I am sure other motorists 
object to this advertising. —G E 
FOLEY, HAYWARDS HEATH 
Youare obviously not referring to 
easy-peel strips of staticised pvc 
film — the sort used to hold tax 
discs in place. The one on your 
Alfasud may have been dry-fixed 
— like a film of ink applied to the 
glass —which is ‘near impossible 
to remove,’ a transfer manufac - 
turer told us. ‘All you can do is 
scratch or scrape it very carefully 
with a razor blade, a little at a 
time. Very strong solvents that 
might lift it off are not generally 
available to the public; in any 
case, they could ruin the parcels 
shelf or the window-surround 
rubber.’ 

The strip could, however, be 
made of self-adhesive vinyl, or 
polyester coated with adhesive. 
In these cases, soak a cloth in 
very hot water, wring it out and 
apply it to the strip; then, starting 
at the edges, gradually peel off 
the film a little at a time. 


What on earth 

Some time ago, the radio on my 
Vauxhall Cavalier coupé began 
crackling, as if suffering intermit- 
tent electrical shorts. Whenever 
this happened, the fuel- and 
temperature-gauge needles regis- 
tered maximum, returning to 


bo fe. 


normal when the noise stopped. 
My garage fitted a new (appar- 
ently) amended-type voltage 
stabiliser, and all was then well 
. for about a week. Now, it’s 
happening again. Any ideas? — 
J FREEMAN, MAYFIELD 
It’s just possible that the new 
instrument stabiliser is faulty, but 
much more likely that your radio 


.is suffering from an intermittent 


earth connection — a loose wire 
in a multi-pin plug-and-socket or 
at the connection to the car body 
under the facia —or a fault on the 
printed-circuit board on which 
the stabiliser is mounted behind 
the: instrument panel. Check for 
obvious loose connections your- 
self, or call on the services of a 
qualified auto-electrician. 


Through thick and thin 
There has been a lot of discus- 
sion, recently, in the motoring 
press as to the relative merits of 
‘thin’ and ‘thick’ multigrade 
engine oils. What does DRIVE 
say? Would it be wise for me to 
‘convert’ my Renault 18 from 
20W/S0 oil to 10W/30, and would 
it improve my fuel economy? — P 
HARRIS, OXFORD 

The oil you should use in Britain’s 
climate is 20W/50, and some 
improvement in mpg may be 
achieved by changing to a 10W/30 
oil, But Renault says that, in its 
experience, use of a thinner lubr- 
icant has led to an increase in oil 
consumption, and it has doubts 
about the long-term effects of 
10W oil on engines designed for 
20W. It doesn’t recommend use 
of a 10W/30 oil unless the temper- 
ature makes it absolutely neces- 
sary. It adds that, if you go ahead 
— perhaps to obtain easier start- 
ing in cold weather — the oil may 
be retained so long as the weather 
doesn’t get warmer than 65°F. 
Which means that you would 
have to revert to the old- 
fashioned idea of an oil change 
every summer and winter... 


Soluble problem 

I often hear a sort of warbling 
squeal from the water pump of my 
1973 Fiat 128. I’ve been told that 
adding brake fluid to the water 


fe iy 


‘This psychic servicing is the very latest thing, sir. They can do whatever 
needs to be done without having to lift the bonnet.’ 


Rot? 


will cure it, but this sounds rathe! 
risky. Would soluble oil (I’m 4 
turner by trade) be better, or 
should I have a new pump fitted? 
I am worried as to the long-term _ 
effects that these concoctions 
might have on the antifreeze. —" 
M ANDREWS, FIFE 

We have heard that brake fluids 
will quieten a noisy water pump, 
and soluble oil would probably | 
work just as well. But we don’t 
know what the effect would be on 
the antifreeze solution or —more 
important— the cooling system, 
Why not simply buy a can "f 
water-pump anti-squeal lubric- 
ant? Yes, there is such a thing, 
and it’s available from all good 
car-accessory shops. It will cost’ 
you more than your lathe oil, of 
course, but its harmless formula 
is well-tried and trusted — and 
it'll still be a lot cheaper than qa 
replacement pump. 


On the up and up i 
I am a 24 year old student. Fol- 
lowing a car accident a year ago, 
my insurance company wanted to’ 
double my premium to £340 per 
year. . .sol sold the car. Now, 1 
am planning to buya Volkswagen 
Golf GLS; but, before I do, 
would you please answer the fol- 
lowing queries: 4 
1 After a lapse of one year, and 
my attaining 25 years of age, will 
my previous accident record be 
erased and the insurance pre- 
mium returned to normal? z 
2 If not, how long does it take to. 
erase such an accident record? 
3 Will it be possible to repay the 
damage cost, to improve my 
insurance position? ‘ 
4 If I have to pay £340, assuming 
no accidents in the followin 
year, will I be entitled to any no- 
claims discount? a 
5 If so, will this discount be 
based on £340 and reduced 
thereon, or based on my origin 
£170 premium and reduced 
thereon? —D ASHWELL, LONDON 
Phew. . . well, we’ll do our best: 
1 Sorry, can’t give a precis 
answer to this one; different 
insurers take different attitudes 
towards new policyholders with 
accident/conviction records. 
2 Special terms imposed because 
ofan accident record usually con= 
tinue for at least two years; there= 
after, they may either be reduce 
or discontinued. But, again, 
practice varies between insurers. 
3 Some insurers allow drivers to 
pay back the cost of a claim to) 
preserve their no-claims dis= 
counts. However, now that your | 
policy has been cancelled, your 
insurer is unlikely to agree. 
4&5 Whatever your premium, @ | 
claim-free year will earn you a) 
no-claims discount, and this wilt 
be based neither on your £170, | 
nor on your £340, but on whatevel 
premium your insurer required | 
from first renewal —which, since 
premiums rise annually, wil 
inevitably be different again. é 
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It’s happened 25 times in the last year. A brand-new car rolls up to Barry Fox’s 
workshop .. . and he starts taking it apart. 

He spends a day — sometimes two — tweaking tappets, fitting meters, probing closed 
body sections, before Peter Denayer or Richard Taylor or Lawrence Pearce or Bob 
Oxford — or all of them — snatch it away from him for a day at the MIRA test track. 
They drive it like your granny would, and like your father, and like your son says he 
doesn’t, and then they drive it like you would never dream of. Then they drive it around 
1000 miles over 10 days. They put dogs in the back, wives in the driving seat, children in 
the back seat, shopping in the boot. They drive it in the rush hour, in the middle of the 
night, in country lanes, in town traffic, on motorways, in circles. They measure it inside 
and out. And then they wash it and brush it, just to see what it’s like. Then they tell the 
photographer what they want him to picture. Then they all get together and talk about it. 
Then they write about it — four pages of DRIVE, full of words, pictures, facts and tables. 
The price of all this? Easily £1000 a time, before a word appears in print. To you? 
Usually four for 60p — or you could have all £25,000-worth for £3.95, delivered to your 
doormat. Just fill in the form below, and come out for 25 spins. 
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Make sure of getting DRIVE by post. Fill in this coupon for a year's subscription — SIX issues for £3.95 
Do not use this form for subscription renewal: you will receive a separate invitation 


Address 


Name 
(BLOCK CAPITALS, PLEASE) 


Enter AA membership, or write ‘non-member’ sic a | 
| want to subscribe to DRIVE | enclose my remittance for £3.95/Please invoice me for £3.95 (delete whichever is_ |! 


inapplicable). 
Signature See ape Oke Date | am more than 18 years old 
Send in an SDStA Rey envelope to: DRIVE Directory, FREEPOST, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2EA p65! 
[ey Age RE PE ALS lng RES eee eet ae eg Se ye a Re eh ie a ee oa) a ; ee! 
... makes you feel sad for the rest 
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Take a closer look with the 
FALCON FAST FOCUS” 
Binoculars 


WIDEST ZOOM 
RANGE YET 
MADE 


For the first time in the U.K. — 
exclusively available through the 
AA, the amazing Falcon ‘Fast Focus’ 
Binoculars. The binoculars with 
everything. New triple zoom with 
fingertip control, from normal 6 
times magnification to a powerful 


18.times! The simple fast fingertip ‘ 

focus control, ensures that you're FAST FOCUS 
in where the action is — all the time. 4 

Compact and attractive, with soft FE ATURE 

touch fold-down eye-cups, lens 

caps, lanyard, case and strap. 

Size 712"x534"x2142" It’s the best binocular value today. 


£ 69 9 5 + 55p p&p ora first payment of £6.90 
e and 3 monthly payments of £21.20 


Send your order today, no stamp needed — to AA Mail Order Dept., Freepost, 
P.O. Box 50, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 2BR. 


~——— Enter Membership Number or ‘NON- MEMBER ce le 1 Es & 4 Save time . 


As AEM tala ae Ss Ret .. . why not telephone your order. Call 
[ Memb. Not MTG iii! shai ek ori 1 £9 BP Basingstoke (STD 0256) 62989. Your 

SRST. Se aig ARE = 1 oe ie ee a : roe ees Membership Number guarantees your £150 

: credit — no further confirmation required. i 

at FALCON Le en ARS 37 : oa ; Mee Note: approval and credit facilities only apply to 


AA members. Non-Members should enclose 
F SSW TEES RES EE LE | a ee ee i full payment with order. 8 
Signed (I am over 18) 


: For office use onl gh OO Phe, Offer applies to U.K. only. The AA agrees to hold 
Nice 6 signature cannot be [ For « a pee __ Bskip-o out PAtead ——— i prices and payment terms until 1.3.81 subject to f 


V.A.T. changes. 
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NSIDE )'/3)//Rolls )'/3)//Escort )/3))/Metro 


PLUS All the cars you 
must see 


at Birmingham / 


The TR7 does 113 mph. (3m Does37.9 miles per gallon at 56 mj 
Is shaped like a knife. as -if you can get it to go that slow. Comé 

Has headlights which a as Fixed Head or Drophead. Attracts 
pop out of the bonnet at the envious glances. And costs from £6,13 
flick of a switch. es cap. Nes At £35,100, the Ferrari 512 B.B. is, we 

Holds the road like glue. Has five admit, even faster, ritzier and flashier. 
gears and a faster overtaking acceleration ' But let’s face it, in these hard times, you’ 
than a Saab Turbo** got to economise somewhere. 


TRZ The exciting car you can afford. rf 


*OFFICIALLY CERTIFIED FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES. TR7 SIMULATED URBAN DRIVING 22.7 MPG (12.5 L/]00KM), AT 56 MPH (90 KPH) 379 MPG (7.5 L/100 KM) AT 75 MPH (120 KPH) 30.7 MPG (9.2 L/100 KM). THE FIGURES FOR YOUR CAR MAY DIFFER. **MOTOR SEPT 13, 1980. 30:50 MPH TR7 IN 71 SECS 
SAAB TURBO 99 2-DR. IN 10.2 SECS. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. (INCLUDES FRONT SEAT BELTS. CAR TAX AND VAT DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES EXTRA.) METALLIC PAINT FINISH IS AN OPTIONAL EXTRA. ALLOY WHEELS ARE STANDARD WITH THE TR7 FIXED HEAD AND ARE OPTIONAL EXTRAS WITH THE TR7 DROP 
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F RIVE INVESTIGATES 

84,104 hours on the M1 page 28 


True Brits 
BUY FOREIGN Cars and you bang 
another nail into the British motor 
industry’s coffin — that’s the 
message being hammered out by 
BL Cars. But buy an Austin 
Allegro or Mini and, technically, 
you could be buying. . . Belgian. 

Increasingly, car manufactur- 
ers have to regard the whole of 
Western Europe as their factory, 
which poses a problem for 
chauvinistic British car buyers. 


tars of the Motor Show 40 DRIVE asked spokesmen for BL 

Tools for the DIY job 57 | Cars, Ford, Vauxhall and Talbot : 

First-class posters 74 | to sort out their cars’ birthplaces. | WHILE VOLKSWAGEN BOASTED of a | the way, is going to the Gunnar 

' , Arnold Bolton, business affairs | reliable Golf clocking 100,000 | Nilsson Cancer Fund. 

(DRIVE TESTS manager of BL Cars, told us: | miles, a Liverpool engineer His only mechanical trouble was 
we Ital 1.3L 11 ‘Yes, we have imported Allegros, | reached the same figure — in his | a bout of carburettor blockages 
’olonez 1500L 19 ° é 

MMahatsu Charade XTE 31 | but only when we could not meet | 1936 Talbot Corsica. _ | caused by scale in the petrol tank 

HLong-term-test Ford Fiesta 36 | demands at home. We brought in Douglas Lambert covered his | being dislodged by the rough 

|Long-term-test Renault 5 36 | a reasonable number last year — | 100,000 miles in the six years since | roads. The trip took just 15 days, 

Motorcycle — long-term BMW R65 46 | about 10% of all Allegro sales — | he bought the car, and the last 3500 | and the classic Talbot averaged 


Renault 14TS 51 | and we imported Minis, too. miles earned £2000 in a sponsored 24mpg, while the Talbot Horizon 


‘But the big difference between | round trip to Alta Fjord, beyond | which went along as the service 
our imports and everybody else’s | the Arctic Circle. The £2000, by | vehicle averaged 42mpg. 


| DRIVE REGULARS 
special Offer Motor Show tickets 5 


DR ricriattairs ¢ | is that these Allegros and Minis Sh 
WMotoring experiditure index 24 | were 75% British-made. We sup- percentage of imported models. | with even 50% local content are 
DRA Gar orice guide 3a | plied car kits to the Seneffe fac- ‘What else could we do? Do we | not counted as ‘“‘home”’ cars, but 
Batters _ 48 | tory in Belgium, which produces | keep the customer buying Ford | in many cases our cars are assem- 
New-car price-guide 48 | these cars for Europe. The | by importing, or let him buy a| bled here and provide lots of 
foreign parts of these cars are | rival make — which, in our | work. Since we started assembl- 
ABC | Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulations | glass, tyres and paint only, so I experience, would probably be | ing Cavaliers — which have 40% 
morse va ba cs Soyer think that buyers should regard all foreign? ‘local’ content — we have 
Distributed by Coma these models as British. Mind you, many parts on built-up our Luton labour force 


g 
}Tavistock Road, W Drayton, Middx 
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? ices Correct as DRIVE goes to press 


‘Compare our ‘‘imports’’ with | foreign-finished Fords come from considerably. Only the Royale 
the Ford Fiesta, whichis soldasa | the UK: 3litre Capri engines, for | from Germany and the Cavalier 
Ford UK product but is produced | example, are made in Dagenham | Sportshatch from Antwerp are 
in Spain. The Spanish keep their | and shipped to Germany. The | imported intact. 


market closed to us, so it is a | Fiesta 1300 may be assembled in ‘Dealer networks need assis- 
i one-way traffic in sales. It must | Spain but, again, the engine is | tance to keep them going. So 
if _harm British industry.’ ; Dagenham’s. when we sell a Royale it’s good 
[ can still remember my first time And so to Tom Malcolm, chief ‘This year, Dagenham alone | for the whole company — the 


press officer of Ford: ‘Last | should be able to meet the home more profit we make, the more 
year we imported large numbers | demand for Cortinas, and we money there is to invest — and 
of Fiestas and Cortinas, and all | hope to increase Fiesta produc- | that helps Britain.’ 
our Capris and Granadas come | tion there to meet half the Talbot’s public relations direc- 
from Germany. The Fiesta and | demand. Yes, the Capri and | tor, Colin Cook, has a clear con- 
Cortina are also made at! Granada will still come from | science: ‘Every Talbot buyer 
Dagenham, and the Escort comes | Germany, but we are not tryingto | helps Britain because he’s con- 
from Halewood. pull the wool over anybody’s | tributing to the economy of a 
‘Last year was abnormal | eyes. By law, every car sold inthe company based in Britain. The 
because of our long UK strike. | UK must display its country of | Solara and Alpine are made here 


,. . at the Motor Show, that is. I 
litch-hiked 400 miles overnight 
i hose were innocent days), spent 
two hours in Earls Court, and 
fhitch-hiked 400 miles home, again 
vernight. 

| The star of the show was the 
| eg Superfast — but the 
sharp-suited young man on the 
itand simply turned his back when 


ay 


asked to sit in it. We had a lot of cars in pounds and | origin on a sticker.’ and 60% of their parts are British. 
_ Those were the days, when cars | docks, at home and abroad, so, in Bill Farbon, chief press officer | Yes, we regard ourselves very 
vere cars, and the M1 stopped at | Order to meet the demand at the | of Vauxhall, told Drive: ‘Models | much as a British company — of 
Newport Pagnall. My clearest | end of the strike we sold a high wate all the cars we sell in the UK, only 


i 
in emory, however, is how cold it 
sets at midnight on Scotch Corner 
in October. 
Now, nearly 20 years on, the 
\ otor Show has outgrown Earls 

ourt — but not me. I’ll be there, 
in Birmingham, to see DRIVE’s 
over cars and the 50-or-so others 
that we preview on pages 40-45. 
And I'll probably drive at least 
fs of the way up the M1, whose 
oming-of-age we celebrate on 
iyage 28. 

I doubt if I’ll enjoy it any more 

han I did the 1964 show. But 
naybe this time I’ll get to sit in a 
| 


Rer the Horizon is imported, and that 

takes 1% of the UK market. I’d 
say we are a British firm employ- 
ing 20,000 British people. 
Through our suppliers we contri- 
bute to 100,000 jobs. 

‘We spend £400 million a year 
with these suppliers so I think we 
are backing Britain.’ 

But what about Talbot’s 
takeover by the French-owned 
PSA group? Says Cook: ‘Since 
then the autonomy of the British 
company has grown. From man- 
aging director George Turnbull 
downwards the staff is British — 
you couldn’t say that when the 
| Americans owned us.’ 

0” eng One last thought crossed 


‘The body’s made in Belgium, the engine’s made in Japan, and the DRIVE’S sceptical mind: surely, 
ae excuses are made in England’ — buying a Horizon helps the 


errari... 
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French company to bigger pro- 
fits? ‘Our losses are paid for by 
France,’ replied Mr Cook... 
How the Big Four fared in 1979 
Ford 
485,559 sold 
51% home-produced 
BL Cars 
336,984 sold 
95% home-produced 
Vauxhall 
112,398 sold 
84% home-produced 
Talbot 
119,431 sold 
72% home-produced 

Of the 965,909 imported cars 
sold in Britain last year, 21% was 
formed-in by the Big Four. 


idle talk 

VOLVO CAUGHT DRIVE’S engineer 
on the hop in our Long-Term- 
Test report of the Renault- 
engined 345. Our expert’s techni- 
cal bible quoted the car’s idling 
speed as 725rpm, so we com- 
plained that the test car’s 850rpm 
idling speed was too fast. In fact, 
a change of specification had 
raised the recommended idle 
speed to 1000rpm, so we should 
have said that our car was idling 
too slow. Idling speed for the 
automatic is now 825rpm. 


Sitting pretty 

IF YOU are a backache sufferer, 
the last thing you want in your 
new car is a driver’s seat that 
doubles you up in agony in a 
half-hour’s drive. The trouble is 
that, short of test-driving every 
model available, there’s no sure 


way of telling whether you’ll ever. 


find what you’re looking for. 
Until now, that is. 
A new book, The Slipped Disc 


WHILE MOST of Europe’s car mak- 
ers are in the doldrums, VW/Audi 
is putting on a brave front. Its 
already launched the imposing 200 
Turbo Saloon and exotic four- 
wheel-drive Quattro this year, and 
now it’s adding this sporty 2litre 
coupé to the line-up. Convinced 
that somebody, somewhere, has 
got the money, the Audi Coupeé’s 
styling is Quattro-based, but is 
aimed at Ford Capri, Alfasud 
Sprint and BMW buyers. 

As you settle in the car, you 


(Gower Publishing Co, Farn- 
borough, Hants, £9.50), contains a 
section in which London 
physiotherapist Patricia Cyriax, a 
member of the Society of 
Orthopaedic Medicine, gives a 
professional assessment of cur- 
rent car seats after studies in 
Britain and America. 

Her top 10 for driver health 
are: Lancia Beta HPE, Porsche 
928, Range Rover, Rolls-Royce, 
Toyota Celica, VW Scirocco, the 
Colt Sigma and Sapporo, and the 
Volvo 244 and 264. 


Scusi, scusi... 

‘LUIGI, we’va been ’ad — all the 
steering wheels are on the wronga 
side .. .’ So says Fiat’s recent 
TV advertising. From what we 
hear, that’s not all that’s wrong 
with Fiat’s steering. 

The company is recalling 
22,000 Mirafiori models for 
checks of their steering columns, 
as there is a fault that could allow 
‘unacceptable’ steering ‘play’. 

Fiat is also cutting its warranty 
from 24 months to 12 months. 
Says press officer Simon Pear- 
son: ‘Our second year’s warranty 
on items such as engine, gearbox 
and rear axle led to customer- 
dealer friction.’ 


Sky-high service 
£825 FOR A SERVICE? You might 
resent paying that for a 6000-mile 
check-up, but DRIVE has found 
some owners who insist on it. 
The cars. are Rolls-Royces 
(what else?), and the owners 
include Sheikh Mohammed 
Al-Heid and Prince Nain, of 
Saudi Arabia. 
They regularly fly their desert 
chariots more than 2500 miles to 


expect to see a good array of 
instruments and feel its snug driv- 
ing position, but the surprise is 
that there is so much room in the 
back as well: two adults can fit in 
comfortably, and the boot will 
swallow a respectable amount of 
luggage, too. 

Its front-wheel-drive 5-cylinder 
engine might be down in size on the 
Audi 100’s, to 2144cc, but it still 
produces the same power. There’s 
a trace of odd-pot lumpiness and 
lethargy in the Coupe’s low speed 
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IN-CAR COMPUTERS will soon rival 
in-car entertainment as the acces- 
sory that’s essential. 

Zemco GmbH, British-based 
subsidiary of the Swiss company 
which currently markets Compu- 
cruise — the first combined trip 
computer and cruise control — is 
now launching the ZT driving 


H R Owen, a Heron-group garage 
on Greenford’s Western Avenue, 
where a service averages £125 
plus parts and oil; the air fare adds 
about £600-£700 to the bill. It’s a 
wise choice of garage: H R Owen 
recently won the National 
Rolls-Royce Service Award, a 
solid-silver Flying Lady, for the 
second time, and prepared a Rolls 
for our HM’s Middle-East tour. 
Sky-high bills may result, but it 
does pay to go far for a job well 
done — especially if you have 
another car to drive meanwhile. 
One Owen customer has 19 
Rolls-Royces, so he’s not worry- 
ing about alternative transport. 


Cherry blossoms 
DATSUN’S HABIT of giving its 
Cherry car range bigger bodies 
while leaving the llitre engines 
untouched used to make DRIVE’s 
testers despair. Didn’t Datsun 
know about optimum power-to- 
weight ratios? 

At last, someone in Japan has 
taken notice of our criticisms: 


pull-away from rest, and an 
exhaust boom that lurks in the 
background around 70mph, but 
this engine compensates by pulling 
strongly through all five gears. 
Top speed is claimed to be 
115mph, with 0-60mph in just 
more than 10sec. 

The car we sampled has power- 
assisted steering, and very good it 
is, too, increasing its help in low- 
speed manoeuvres, and fading out 
its assistance as engine speed rises. 
While it’s very grippy on fast cor- 
ners, the dead-beam axle that 
Audi/VW uses on all its front-drive 
cars can cause some tail twitching 
on bumpy bends. The ride is just 
right for a swift machine — firm, 
but not harsh or too intrusive. 

One advantage of buying a 
sporty coupe from a range as large 
as VW/Audi’s is that its compo- 
nents are already well-tried in 
other models, and you enjoy the 
same high quality of build that’s so 
often lacking in more-prestigious 
cars. The Coupé also gets the same 
six-year anti-rust guarantee as the 
modest Polo. It’s the ideal way to 
buy fun with reliability — though 
you’ll have to wait until next 
Spring to part with your £8000. 


a 


computer — that’s it on the left 

Retailing at around £90, the 
computer can be fitted either aij 
Compucruise centres for an extr¢, 
charge, or by the DIY man wit | 
two hours to spare. Once cali) 
brated, it can display figures for 1¢ 
different functions — in eithe 
imperial or metric measures) 
Functions include: current mpg 
and mph; average mpg and mph 
for the trip; gallons used since 
filling-up and gallons left in the 
tank; miles covered since fill-up 

. and time of the day. 

“Zemco has also introduced @ 
DIY cruise control which, at £75, is 
one of the cheapest available. 


two new models boasting 1200cc 
engines have been added to the 
new Datsun Cherry range and, as 
we forecast, they are the most 
economical of the bunch. 

The larger engine produces) 
52bhp at 5600rpm, and its extré 
power at lower revs gives fue) 
economy a boost. 

A new Datsun Sunny Hatch 
back Coupé with a five-speed 
gearbox has also been added tc 
the line-up. The coupé, available 
only with a 1.4litre engine, should 
appeal to both sporting and 
economy-minded motorists. 


Spark of life 
THE FIRST ‘sealed-for-life’ car 
battery was launched by Britain’s| 
Chloride Automotive Batteries 
(makers of Exide and Dagenite) 
on 1 October. 

To the motorist, this means 
goodbye to topping-up and the 
cleaning of messy terminals. It 
also means greater safety, for sea- 
led batteries cannot spill or spray, 
acid if accidentally knocked over. 
And Chloride’s battery is) 
immune to external sparks and 
flames, thanks to a new venting 
system. 

To the car designer, we suspect} 
that this development will mean} 
the freedom to locate the battery} 
with little or no consideration to) 
its accessibility. To the dealer, it! 
means easier handling and an} 
extended shelf life. | 

Chloride is backing its battery) 
with a four-year guarantee: your| 
money back in the first two years, 
and a replacement battery sup- 
plied at half the normal price in 
the second two years. 

Buyers will, of course, have no 
further use for their hydrometers, 
so they may be interested to knov 
that chip technology already hat 
the answer to battery checks —a 
new, digital voltmeter will be 
available, too. 
® Chloride’ s battery will be fol ; 
lowed just 16 days later by th 
launch of a rival ‘sealed-for-life’| 
battery from Tungstone. H 

| 
| 
, 


Be prepared 
EVER SUFFERED the frustration 0 
lacking the one tool you need t 
complete a late-evening car job’ 
It does happen — even to traine | 
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Dennett, when they are working 
on their own vehicles at home or 
on holiday. 
_ ‘It’s especially annoying as you 
can’t even use the car to nip down 
‘to a friend and borrow the span- 
“ner you need,’ says Peter. 
With these problems in mind, 

Peter’s car accessory firm, 
-Tanucka, has pieced together a 
‘superb array of quality tools 
which, he claims, will meet virtu- 
ally every need of the average 
motorist. 

The best news of all is that he is 
offering it to DRIVE readers at an 
exclusive saving of almost £50. 
Turn to page 71... 


garage mechanics like Peter 


GENERAL MOTORS has designed 
and built two versions of this 
experimental high-economy 
coupe. One is equipped with a 
three-cylinder 1.5litre engine and 
five-speed manual transmission. 
The other has a 1.9litre V4 engine 
and four-speed automatic trans- 
mission with overdrive. 

The manual version returned 
72mpg in the US Government’s 
‘Highway’ test — conducted at 
speeds of 40-55mph, but as yet 
there are no plans to put the cars 
into production. 


Travelling companions 
THREE NEW BOOKS that help to 
make motoring easier are pub- > 


See you at the Show 

1978’s MOTOR SHOW was made 
all-the-more enjoyable by the 
complex traffic-management 
scheme that made getting there 
easy. In fact, the only major 
snarl-ups were inside the halls. . . 


For 1980, the organisers are: 


planning to make traffic flow even 
smoother: a computer, radar, 
wireless, helicopters and closed- 
circuit TV will help to bring 
100,000 people daily to the Inter- 
national Motor Show, at the 
National Exhibition Centre, near 
Birmingham, with the minimum 
of aggravation. 

Starting 35 miles from .the 
_NEC, the comprehensive system 
of roadsigns includes variable 
ones which can be adjusted as and 
when traffic tail-backs dictate. 
Drivers will be directed to car- 
| parks, where double-decker 
buses will take them straight to 


the exhibition — with one excep-. 


tion this service is inclusive of the 
£2 carparking fee. The exception 
will be the length of public high- 
way made available by Solihull 
council, where parking will be 
free and a charge made for the bus 
service. 

The two bus stations at the 


NEC are near to each other, on 
either side of the railway track, 
adjacent to the new Hall Seven 
and the railway bridge. At both 
bus stations and at other entr- 
ances to the exhibition there will 
be ticket sales booths, ensuring 
that, even in the most-crowded 
circumstances, visitors should 
not have to wait more than 10min. 
Computer studies have predicted 
that the organisers should cope 
with far more than 120,000 people 
a day — last year’s record for one 
day was more than 122,000. 
British Rail has again planned 
for an invasion of passengers. 
Between 18 and 26 October, in 
the early part of the weekday, 
trains will leave London (Euston) 
every 1242min between 7.40am 
and 11.10am; on each of the two 
Sundays, 19 and 26 October, 
there will be eight further ser- 
vices. The journey time is 80min. 
Additional special trains will 
run to the NEC’s own station, 
Birmingham International, from 
Manchester Piccadilly, Liver- 
pool Lime Street, Carlisle, 
Blackpool North, Preston, Holy- 
head, Crewe, Reading, Oxford, 
High Wycombe, Banbury, 
Leeds, York, Sheffield, Bristol, 


§ refund of your Show Ticket. And the rest is as easy: Just 
. fill in the coupon below and deliver it in person to the AA 
stand, number 243 in Hall 1. When the doors close for the 
. last time, we’ll pull 100 coupons from our lucky-dip barrel, 


DRIVE to enjoy. - 


and those readers will get their reward through the post in 
the shape of our cheque for £2. It’s an offer you can't 
really lose on — after all, you’ve still got 75 more pages of 


Exeter, Taunton, Swansea, Car- 
diff and Norwich. W Midlands’ 
train services will be increased, 
and there will be special services 
direct to Birmingham Interna- 
tional from Wolverhampton, 
Coventry and Walsall. 

All main-line stations offer a 


YES, please, can | have my money back? 


Just fill in, tear out and drop into the special 
DRIVE postbox at the AA Stand No 243, Hall 1, NEC. 


[Zz] Information Bureau 
Medical Centre 


B Birmingham International 
Station 

G Shuttle Bus 

H_ Taxis 

J West Midlands Bus 

M 

N 


Walkway 
Footbridge 


combined travel and admission 
ticket. For example, a first-class 
return with admission to the 
Show costs £24 (£16.50 second- 
class) from Euston. 

@ But for the best Show ticket 
deal of them all, read on; . . and 
come to see us in Birmingham. 


Just the ticket! 
See HeoHnOW Ree: 


SEE THE MOTOR SHOW FOR FREE — by doing what comes 
naturally. What could be more natural than buying the 
best motoring magazine in the business — after all, you’ve 
just done it. Now you're halfway towards getting a full 
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lished by the AA this month. 

The Motorists’ Atlas of West- 
ern Europe backs up its map sec- 
tions with touring information as 
well as the usual atlas details. It 
includes town plans of capital 
cities, international roadsigns, 
inter-town distances and the 
heights and closure dates of 
mountain passes. The atlas is 
available. to members and non- 
members for only £3.95 from AA 
outlets and major booksellers. . 

The Association’s technical 
experts have pooled no less than 
130 years’ combined experience 
to produce Know A bout Your Car 
(£8.95), which explains how your 
car works — and what to do when 
it doesn’t. 

The 1980 edition of the AA 
Guide for the Disabled lists more 
than 400 AA-inspected hotels, 
guesthouses and inns in almost 
300 locations. Listed county-by- 
county, they all provide overnight 
accommodation suitable for those 
confined to wheelchairs, and 
facilities for meals. This guide is 
available free to AA members, £1 
to non-members. 


Tread warily 
THE NATIONAL Tyre _ Distri- 
butors’ Association appeared to 
display a certain ignorance of the 
law in a recent survey to discover 
the state of the nation’s tyres. 
During the week-long survey of 
members’ depots, 109,090 tyres 
were taken off wheels and, of 
these, 51,766 — 47.45% — were 
illegal (having a tread depth of 
less than Imm over three- 
quarters of the width of the tyre). 
Those that the Association con- 
sidered to be ‘legal but lethal’ 
(tyres with 25% of the tread bald) 
amounted to almost 30% of the 


CONSUMER AFFAIRS 


Pay-off 
lines 


BRIAN HARPER had a difficult 
decision to make. Made redun- 
dant three months previously 
from his job as an assistant per- 
sonnel manager, he had been 
struggling to maintain his family’s 
living standard — which included 
a nice new Ford Capri bought on 
| hire-purchase. 

Keeping up the payments was 
becoming more and more of a bat- 
tle, and losing the car would be a 
blow to his job hunting. It was a 
hard decision, but eventually he 


XENON TIMING LIGHTS are the 
brightest form of ignition- timing 
lamp, but need wiring up to power 
the extra light. 

Speedograph, however, has laun- 
ched a new xenon lamp which needs 
no outside power source — either 
12v battery or mains. All it uses 
are two are tio Hehtwelehty tay Datteries |) AUS ALS WO Wet y Cae 1.5v batteries 


total number of tyres examined. 

But, says AA legal expert Peter 
Wheelwright, there is no such 
thing as a ‘legal but lethal’ tyre. If 
a tyre’s tread was good but its 
shoulder dangerously worn, it 
would undoubtedly fall foul of 
Construction and Use Regula- 
tions, which say that it is an 
offence to drive a ‘dangerous veh- 
icle’ — whatever its faults. 

Last year, 770,850 cars failed 
the official Ministry of Transport 
test because of faulty tyres and, in 
1978, 87,000 successful prosecu- 
tions resulted. 


Seal of Approval 
The AA’s Seal of Approval has 
been awarded to the Paddy Hop- 


realised that the car had to go. 

Brian composed a suitable let- 
ter to the finance company, 
explaining his predicament and 
his need to terminate the agree- 
ment. A few days later he was 
stunned to get their reply. Yes, he 
could terminate, but he would 
have to pay £1000 to do so. 

His local Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau told him that the demand 
for £1000 was perfectly legal. 
Under the Hire Purchase Act of 
1965, a hirer can terminate his 
agreement any time before the 
last payment becomes due. How- 
ever, when he does so, he must 
pay to the finance company the 
sum required to make the total 
amount of money paid under the 
agreement up to one half of the 
hire-purchase price — or, alterna- 
tively, any lesser sum specified i in 
the agreement. 

In Brian’s case, the _hire- 
purchase price was £4000, he had 
paid off £1000, so in order to bring 
his payments up to £2000 the 
finance company was entitled to 
ask for another £1000. Had a 
higher figure been asked for, 


housed inside the body of the unit. 
Free from this restriction, the 
Speedograph merely requires one 
lead with an inductive pick-up clip 
to be attached to the sparkplug’s 
lead. Like all xenon lamps, this lat- 
est version is expensive, at £26; 
but in DRIVE’s view, neon timing 
lamps are too weak to be useful. 


kirk 1kg dry powder total number of tyres examined, | kirk Ike dry powder fire exting- exting- - 


uisher, and to the Nu-Swift Ilkg 
Halon fire extinguisher. 
‘Approval has been withdrawn 
from Tex Stainless-steel 
windscreen wipers, Mixra Clean 
Screen, Frina sponges, Myerdale 
chamois leather and Chamix 
synthetic cloths. Approval has 
lapsed on Parnass brake fluid. 


Victorious 

HOw HAS the Australian state of 
Victoria succeeded in making 
seatbelt wearing compulsory, 
banned children less than eight 
years old from the front seats of 
cars, made it illegal for under- 
sevens to be carried without a 
restraint, and brought in random 


Brian would have been entitled to 
dispute it. 

Brian was horrified and racked 
his brains to think of another way 
out of the problem. It was his wife 
who found the solution: better to 
scrape up the amount needed to 
pay off the agreement altogether. 
They would presumably get some 
sort of rebate for settling the debt 
early, and that way they would 
have the car and be able to sell it 
and get some of the money back. 

Sadly, when Brian checked the 

‘small print’, he found that there 
was no provision for paying off 
the loan early. As the CAB 
adviser explained, he was not 
entitled to insist on settling early, 
and the Hire Purchase Act does 
not contain any help for consum- 
ers in this situation. 

For Brian it was a matter of 
unfortunate timing. The 
economic recession which has 
caused him to lose his job had 
arrived before the full enactment 
of the 1974 Consumer Credit Act. 
Although this Act gives greater 


| protection to consumers who use 
credit, and sespiee its being on the 


| roadside breath tests for drivel 


certainly come too late to help 


rays of sunshine for hard-pressed 


In contrast, Britain has di: 
carded the idea of rando 
breath tests and, after years 
argument and counter-argument 
we can still drive without seat. 
belts. And our legislators have 
not even begun to think about 
children in cars . . ‘ 

Victoria’s answer is PSA — 
positive social action. In simple 
terms, that’s convincing the 
public of the benefits to such a 
degree that it forces the govern- 
ment to fall into step with popula 
opinion. 

One of the architects of PSA i is 
43-year-old Don Gibb who, after 
working for nine years for the 
Melbourne-based Road Safety 
and Traffic Authority, set up a 
special consultancy in 1969. Ona 
recent visit to London, Gibb told 
DRIVE: ‘It was obvious to me that 
good, sound marketing was the 
only way to achieve results i in the 
quickest possible time.’ 

His first project — seatbelts — 
was, as it stillis in Britain, a sensi- 
tive subject. ‘I decided to create a 
greater awareness of road safety 
and change people’s attitudes,’ he 
says. ‘So, to get the message 
across, I enlisted the help not ofa 
disc jockey but top surgeons, who 
spelled out the realities in the 
press, on radio and on TV. The 
saturation campaign lasted five 
months — and it worked. The 
government tested community 
feeling and, on 22 November 
1970, seatbelt wearing at last 
became law in our State.’ 


Communications 
breakdown 

THE Department of Transport 
seems to be suffering from a 
communications problem. 

Eighteen months ago, the amounted to almost 307% of the | been’awarded to the Paddy Hop- 1 restraint,'and brought in random) 1 Pighiven Onis ae0, sie am 
SS ye a aT AER ETT Bd RITA TRIE OG RTS BOEIE Vy EERIE SM US STE Ua TI ANGE FT A WR Doman Taam PUR PRET or TOAD ROR GE BURT TE fe ee TE 
statute book for six years, it has 
still been only partly 
implemented. 

Among the provisions of the 
Act waiting for the necessary reg- 
ulations to be made are some which 
give consumers a right to com- 
plete a hire-purchase agreement 
ahead of time. The details of how 
the rebate will be calculated have! 
yet to be worked out, but future 
consumers in Brian’s situation 
will be able to ask the finance) 
company for a statement contain-| 
ing the settlement figure. They 
will then be able to do the approp- 
riate sums on the viability of 
paying-off the agreement. 

If the progress in implementing 
the Act up to now is anything to go 
by, the economic rain.clouds may) 
well have lifted by the time this 
provision comes into force; it will! 


Brian Harper out of his predica 
ment. Whatever the economic) 
climate of the time, however, this 
part of the act will produce som¢ 


consumers of the 1980s. 
ANTHEA WORSD Aa 
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flash, you must not go beyond the. 
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OUR EXPERTS tell us that the simple 
beam-type torque wrench is a sur- 
prisingly accurate instrument — 
possibly more so than an 
impressive-looking ratchet torque 
wrench costing four times as 
much. Sadly, DIY enthusiasts 
often go for broke, buying the latter 
type, lured partly by their 
audible/visual signal, which indi- 
cates when the required torque has 
been reached. 

Now, a British invention com- 
bines the simplicity of the beam 
with most of the advantages of the 
expensive type. This preset torque 
wrench is made by the Bayonet 
Tool Company, of High Wycombe, 
and is available from motor acces- 


ufacturer of a new game based on 
motorway driving, asked the men 
from the Ministry for guidance on 
an M-way overhead signal. His 
question: do flashing red lights 
over an M-way lane, simply order 
drivers to stop, or move to 
another lane? The DoT’s advice: 
use the second meaning. 

But the Highway Code states: 
‘If the red lights above your lane 


signal in that lane’. There’s no 
suggestion that you should 
change lanes. 

So why does the Ministry talk 
of lane changes? Its justification 
is that some advance warnings, 
accompanied by flashing amber 


signals, can direct motorists to 


change lanes. . . well before the 
red lights are reached. 

The danger, as Don Hughes — 
inventor of the Motorway game 
— points out, is this: ‘Supposing a 


“motorist joins the M-way bet- 


ween the last of the advance signs 
and the flashing red lights? There 
is nothing to tell him that he 


should change lanes — only a 
‘clear instruction to stop. And 


there are few things more frigh- 
tening than stopping on M-ways. 

This was the point that Hughes 
made in a recent letter to Trans- 
port Minister Norman Fowler, 


adding that many road experts he 


had consulted felt that the High- 
way Code’s explanation of the 
sign was ‘daft’. But, somehow, 
the Minister succeeded in getting 
hold of the wrong end of the stick. 


Far from agreeing to rephrase the 


Highway Code’s interpretation of 
the sign to match his Depart- 
ment’s earlier advice, he merely 
Stated that he had no intention of 
changing the red lights... . 
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sory shops, price £9.75. But how 
can cheaper be better? The simpl- 
icity of the beam wrench — the 
beam bends under load to give a 
torque reading against a scale — is 
its advantage: no moving parts to 
wear, and — more important — 
the beam is relaxed when not in 
use. The pre-set type, however, 
usually has many moving parts, 
and users tend to leave the tool set 
for a high torque reading, so stres- 
sing the main compression spring. 
Despite the facts, conventional 
beam wrenches are unpopular 
because their scales are not easy to 
read, but Bayonet’s invention 
overcomes this objection. All the 
new tool lacks is a ratchet... 


Correction 
IN our Winter Breaks’ supple- 
ment (DRIVE, September- 


October), it was mistakenly 
stated that the Grand Metropoli- 
tan group was giving away gold- 
plated watches to customers stay- 
ing four full weekends in its 
hotels. In fact, the offer is being 
made by Anchor Hotels. 


Roads information 

GT BRITAIN 

Numbers in parentheses refer to 
maps in the 1980-814A Member's 
Handbook. 

Motorways open 

M58 Skelmersdale-M57, 6.5 
miles (32); M90 Glenfarg- 
Junction 9, 4.5 miles (49). 
Major roads open 

Aviemore bypass A9, 3 miles 
(56); Brecon southern bypass 
A40, 2.5 miles (15); Sandwich 
northern bypass A256, 1.5 miles 
(11). 

EUROPE 

Belgium — Toll-free Autoroute 
A4 (E40) near Namur, extended 
8km from Courriére to Spontin. 
France Toll-free Autoroute A35, 
Basle-Mulhouse, extended by 
5km north from Rixheim to junc- 
tion with A36, east of Mulhouse. 
Autoroute A36, Beaune- 
Besancon; 68km of full motorway 
now open between Autoroute 
A37 (north of Beaune) and Gen- 
drey (near Besancon). 
Switzerland Toll-free motorway 
N2, near Andermatt, extended by 
3.5km, Wassen to Géschenen. 
Yugoslavia Toll motorway | 
(E94), Zagreb-Belgrade now 
open between Ivanja Reka (16km 
east of Zagreb) and Lipovljani, 
tolls DSO for cars, D95 car and 
caravans. 


Tenvox. 
Before there 


was only 
car stereo. 


Here’s the final word in car audio systems. Tenvox. 
A stunning new range of equipment that makes ‘car 
stereo’ a thing of the past. For example, the 
Dashboard Wizard (illustrated) is without doubt the 
most sophisticated piece of car audio equipment 

available, with more _4 _ features than any 
combination unit lek it. Features like 
a 14-station I #>~ Memory 
MW/FM stereo ¥F 4 2) tuner, digital 
electronic ie — -) tuning with 
auto-search Zé ~ /auto-scan, 
5-band BY graphic 
equalizer, BAd. ~ auto-reverse 
cassette deck als Dolby’ and Chrome/Normal 
tape switch, plus an integral quartz clock! 


The Dashboard Wizard is just one model from a vast 
range of highly advanced car audio units that 
includes tuners, cassette decks, combination units, 
car compo systems, a revolutionary marine compo 
system, power amplifiers (up to 160W output!) 


and speakers. 


Before there was only car stereo. 
Now there’s Tenvox. 


Send for free brochure and name of your nearest stockist. 


* Dolby is'the trademark 
of Dolby Laboratories. Inc. 


TENVOX 


Voxson Audio Limited, Nuffield Way 
Ashville Trading Estate. Abingdon 
Oxfordshire OX14 1RY 

Telephone: Abingdon (0235) 26340 
Telex: 837707 Voxson G 
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_ Simple is efficient 


The new Escort is a front wheel drive hatchback 
with a transverse engine and all independent suspension. 

With the 1.1 litre engine it can do 49.6 mpg at 
56 mph”. With the 1.6 litre its top speed is 103.8 mpht. 

It goes 12,000 miles between major services. And it’s 
one of the cheapest cars to service in its class. _ 

What makes this remarkable new car go | 
so far, so fast, for so little? 

The answer is efficient engineering. 

The features that contribute the most to § 
the Escort’s efficiency are its engines and its 
advanced aerodynamics. 

There’s a specially developed 1.1 litre engine 


AERATOR AT ASLO NERA ERE AE LLL TIT ILE EN LG ITE LOI 


with the variable venturi carburettor. And we've 
designed two brand new engines of 1.3 and 1.6 litres. 
They have features like breakerless ignition, 
aluminium cylinder heads, self-adjusting tappets 

and hemispherical combustion chambers. 

Not only do these engines require the 
absolute minimum of servicing, but they also 
make the most of every drop of fuel. 

* In this they are helped by a lightweight 
~ body with an exceptionally slippery shape. 
hi Its drag coefficient is a mere 0.385. 

Or, put simply, it’s the most streamlined in 
the class. 


*Gov, test figures 1.1 HC constant 56 mph (90 kmh) 49.6 mpg (5.7 litres/100 km) simulated urban cycle 34.9 mpg (8.1 litres/100 km) constant 75 mph (120 kmh) 36.2 mpg {7.8 litres/100 km), 
1.3 HC constant 56 mph (90 kmh) 47.1 mpg (6.0 litres/100 km simulated urban cycle 30.4 mpg (9.3 litres/100 km) constant 75 mph (120 kmh) 36.7 mpg (7.7 litres/100 km). 
1.6.HC constant 56 mph (90 kmh) 44.1 mpg (6.4 litres/100 km) simulated urban cycle 30.7 mpg (9.2 litres/100 km) constant 75 mph (120 kmh) 34.4 mpg (8.2 litres/100 km). tFord computed figures. 


designers call packag: efficiency, it has: more leg r room, 
_ more headroom and more hip room. Not only that but it 
has much improved seats, (deeply contoured and coil 
sprung), and an amazing capacity for Nussege As much as 
cut with the back s seat Ree me 


ees of prices Escort 1.1 litre from £3374, Escort L from £3695. Escort GL from £4211. Escort Ghia from £4726, Maximum prices as * 26th Sept, 1980. Seat belts, car tax and VAT included, 
“pinta and number plates at extra cost. Car illustrated is an Escort slow win sonia metallic paint, padely wash, rear wae ae central locking, power front windows, stereo radio and stereo cassette and power aerial. 


Your car can be as 
efficient as the 
“superb new Escort. 


Ford engineers built the new Ford Escort with a precise objective. 
To create one of the most efficient cars in the world. 


_ With this in mind, they chose to incorporate Motorcraft parts as original 
equipment’ that means fitted in production. In fact, they specified virtually 
every item in the Motorcraft range. 


Because Motorcraft is the most efficient range of parts on the market. 
7, 2 O 
Motorcraft’s quality parts fit more than 90% of cars, To fit most cars, 


including imports. including ap 


; MOTORCRAFT 
So you could probably improve ( _PaRts... 


: KEEP-F 

the efficiency of your car, too. FOR cars! 
_Just do what Ford's engineers did. 

Specify Motorcraft parts. | 

BACKED BY FORD 


Spark plugs » Filters * Ignition parts * Ignition ‘tune-up’ kits * Fan belts * Wiper blades and arms « Bulbs * Cooling system parts * Antifreeze * Wheel bearings * Shock absorbers * Car care products « Batterie~ 


‘It’s a Marina,’ said one curious 
neighbour, on seeing our test Ital. 
We had to admit that he had a 
point. Austin-Morris had sent its 
ageing saloon to the Italian styling 
studios of Ital Design with the 
covering note: ‘Create a new 
image with the minimum of 
metalwork changes’. 

A mere £5million doesn’t buy 
much in the way of an Italian 
Renaissance, but the car’s front 
and rear have been updated. 

Back home, the engineers had a 
new 1.3litre engine to install in the 
cheaper models, for which great 
claims are made. More speed for 
less fuel, and cheaper running 
costs — the stuff of which ad 
mens’ dreams are made. But it is 
an owner’s dream? 


How it goes 
Like its predecessor, the Ital 
he two power units. Not sur- 


oe 


MPrice 


Price £37: 
prisingly, the 1.7litre overhead- 
camshaft O-Series engine, intro- 
duced in the Marina just 18 
months ago, continues virtually 
unchanged, but the alternative, 
the ageing 127S5cc A-Series 
engine, has had a major rework- 
ing. Benefitting from the 
development of the Mini Metro’s 
new engine, the ‘A-Plus’ is a 
strengthened design, with new 
pistons to raise the compression 
ratio, anew manifold and a larger 
carburettor — all helping to boost 
overall efficiency. 

For a car of the Ital’s bulk, 
127S5cc hardly seems the recipe 
for exciting performance, but our 
stopwatch proved that it is far 
from gutless. The 30-70mph times 
we recorded for acceleration 


through the gears and in top gear 
are, respectively, a 6sec and 2sec 


improvement over its Marina 
forerunner. Along with a useful 
5mph gain in top speed, our com- 
parison chart (overleaf) shows 
that. the Ital 1.3 gives a very 
respectable account of itself 
alongside its rivals. It can show 
most similarly large 1300cc 
saloons a clean pair of back 
wheels, and we had to look to the 
larger, intermediate-size family 
saloons, such as the Vauxhall 
Astra, to find any real improve- 
ment in pace. 

It was not just the engine’s 
speed that pleased. As we have 
come to expect from the faithful 
SU carburettor, starting is always 
excellent, whether hot or cold, 


and the warm-up period is made 
troublefree thanks to the 
smooth-acting manual choke and 
thermostatic control of the 
engine’s air intake. Apart from 
slightly ragged progress in the 
first pull-away of the day, the 
A-Plus engine impresses with its 
willingness and smoothness. Hill 
climbing occasionally demands 
dropping to a lower gear, but for 
most driving conditions the Ital 
doesn’t have to be rowed along 
with its gearshift. 

The gear change may lack the 
silky smoothness of most rear- 
wheel-drive rivals, but it has a 
well-defined gate, and only very 
quick gear changes catch the syn- 
chromesh lagging. Our test car’s 
first gear had a tendency to baulk, 
and the weak-wristed had to 
wrestle their way into reverse via 
an awkward cross, lift and for- 
ward movement. The clutch has a 
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CAR TEST 


light, easy action and is just cap- 
able of a 1-in-3 hill restart, albeit 
with a lot of slipping. 

Undoubtedly, the biggest dis- 
appointment of the Ital is its 
retention of the Marina’s suspen- 
sion. It now reads — and feels — 
like a piece of motoring antiquity: 
Morris Minor 1000-type front tor- 
sion bars with lever-arm dam- 
pers, and ‘cart’ leaf springs at the 
rear. Even on smooth roads, the 
Ital tends to jiggle from side to 
side in a perpetual state of direc- 
tional uncertainty — especially at 
high speeds. It’s a pity, for the 
steering itself is positive, pleas- 
antly light and informative about 
what’s happening between tyres 
and road, but, ultimately, its fine 
control is upset by the suspen- 
sion, with bumpy bends sending 
the crudely located rear wheels 
tramping out of line. Though the 
Ital does all the right things in 
panic situations, a 1940s suspen- 
sion no longer has what it takes to 
stir the adrenalin of 1980’s dis- 
cerning drivers. 

Initially, the re-shaped driving 
seat didn’t please some testers, 
who anticipated a lack of lumbar 
support. Thankfully, our first 
impressions were misleading, for 
even 300 miles at the wheel didn’t 
produce the anticipated aches and 
backpains. 

A complaint that did persist 
was the lack of legroom: even 
average-sized drivers found it 
limited. In other respects, the 
driving position is well planned: 
the padded steering wheel is con- 
veniently angled for g comfortable 
arm reach; both the handbrake 
and steeply raked gear lever are 
conveniently placed; the pedal 
pads are directly in line with the 
driver, and there’s room for a Size 
10 to stretch out past the clutch. 
Two multi-function column stalks 
govern the minor controls, which 
include two-speed wipers and 
electric wash, but the wiper arcs 
leave annoying blind spots in the 
driver’s field of view. Less- 
important minor controls are 
grouped on the facia within easy 
reach, all with warning lamps. 

Instrumentation is somewhat 
basic on the bottom-of-the-range 
L model, but it is clearly marked 
and in full view. Powerful halogen 
headlamps are standard through- 
out the whole of the Ital range, as 
are reversing lamps. 


How comfortable 

Our Ital’s rear doors had rather 
stiff and insistent check links 
which led some to believe that the 
doors were fully open when they 
were only at first stop. Even with 
the doors fully open, however, 
access to the back is hindered by 
high sills and limited footwell 
space. Once inside, the reward is 
good leg- and kneeroom, with the 
base of the front seats shaped to 
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allow feet to slide comfortably 
underneath. There is room for 
three, just, but the one in the mid- 
dle has to straddle the prominent 
transmission tunnel. There’s no 
centre armrest on L-trim Itals, 
and those on the doors could be 
better contoured; but, that said, 
the seat itself won our approval 
with its good shaping and overall 
comfort — rivalled only by the 
Peugeot 305 in this class. There’s 
room for improvement in the 
upholstery, however: its wearing 
faces have cloth inserts with 
broad plastic surrounds, which 
made our warm-weather testing a 
sticky job. 

Predictably, our bottom-of- 
the-range model had somewhat 
basic fixtures and fittings. 
There’s good-quality carpet and 
pleasant colour keying of the 
trim, but one has to move up to 
the HL and HLS models to find 
an equipment specification that 


matches some of the Japanese | 


rivals’. 

Bringing up the rear, the new 
boot’s high sill makes the loading 
of heavy or large objects consid- 
erably more awkward than it was 
in the Marina. Oddments space is 
limited to a parcel shelf on pas- 
senger side only and a glovebox; 
again, one does better by moving 
up the Ital range of trims. 

Heating is governed by two 
slide controls that can be illumi- 
nated and are simple and quick to 
work. The front footwells benefit 
from a well-diffused flow, but lit- 
tle warmth makes its way to rear 
passengers’ feet. Demisting is 
prompt, but the fresh-air eyeball 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Morris Ital 1.3L, 
taking into consideration its 

rivals, its price and what kind of car 
it's meant to be 


Out of 10 
PERFORMANCE 
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vents struggle tu keep the interior 
cool on a warm summer day. 

One major improvement over 
the Ital’s predecessor is its 
mechanical refinement — particu- 
larly the lower noise levels. Com- 
prehensive soundproofing has 
dramatically reduced both engine 
and road noise at all speeds. Our 
1.3L cruised at the UK speed 
limits in a very inoffensive and 
rattle-free manner. True, there is 
some wind noise as one 
approaches the motorway limit, 
but nevertheless it is very accept- 
able for this class of car. The 
engine raises its not-unpleasant 
voice at speed above 60mph, and 
only rear-seat passengers will suf- 
fer the worst of a mild exhaust 
boom around the 65mph mark. 

The A-Plus engine seems more 
enthusiastic about high revs than 
its predecessor, and is very for- 
giving when asked to pull away 
from 25mph in top gear. Around 
town, lightweight controls make 
the Ital easy to manoeuvre, for- 
ward visibility is good and a 
generous door mirror helps with 
the rear view — which is fortu- 
nate, as the high sill of the rear 
window makes it impossible to 
see where the boot finishes. 

As you would expect from our 
comments on the Ital’s suspen- 
sion, the comfort of its ride is dis- 
appointing. Even on smooth 
roads, the Ital seldom seems at 
rest, and the faster one travels the 
more agitated it feels. Surpris- 
ingly, major road faults did not 
upset the Ital as much as we 
expected, but, even so, we suf- 
fered the occasional rude jolt — 
softened somewhat when there 
was a load on board. 


How strong 

Austin-Morris’s much-vaunted 
rust prevention had been applied 
a little over-zealously to our Ital. 
A rugged-looking bituminous 
compound had been coated over 
the entire underside — so thickly 
that it had bubbled, split or flaked 
off in some places under its own 
weight, leaving vulnerable areas 
protected. by primer only. We 
weren't too happy about the 
wheelarches, either. Overall 
coverage was good, but the impor- 
tant outer lips were completely 
missed. There were also some 
nasty mudtraps under the front 
arches. The closed box sections 
are now wax injected, however, 
and an excellent job had been 
done on our sample. 

Paintwork displayed a few 
areas of ‘orange peel’ texture, 
and it was obvious by the amount 
of overspray on to the body trim 
that a lot of post-production paint 
rectification. had taken place. 
Rear mudflaps are standard on all 
Itals — a sensible provision, 
though we would like some on the 
front, too, to prevent the side 


-Vauxhall Cavalier 1300L 
Volkswagen Jetta 1.3GL 


AUSTIN-MORRIS ITAL 1.3L 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 
clutch £52.75 (fitting 2.25hr) 5 
exhaust £49.45 (1.0hr) 5 
headlamp unit £38.92 (0.45hr) 

front bumper £26.80 (0.85hr) 

laminated windscreen £42.09 (1.1hr) 


oil filter and points £6.72 (0.8hr) 
major service 12,000 miles (3.15hr) 


Insurance group 2 

Warranty 1 year, unlimited mileage+A 
and Relay with optional 2nd year cover 
Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £264 

Capital interest £218 

New-cost inflation £501 

Total standing costs=£984 (8.20p per mile 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.38 per gal) £473 

Insurance (av) £114.00 - 

Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £138 

Total running costs=£808 (6.73p per mile 
Total cost of ownership 

£1792 (14.93p per mile) ‘ 


HOW IT COMPARES 


ustin-Morris Ita 


Talbot Avenger 1.3LS 
Peugeot 305 GR 
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ACCELERATION times in sec BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 


MPH |THROUGH 90 Handbrake 32% | Best stop 93% Consumption — normal range 
a6 maximum gradient |_| | vet short journeys in the suburbs 28Ye2mpg 
1in/3 hard driving, heavy traffic 31¥empg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 34mpg 
70 | | brisk driving, mixed roads 36mpg 
2 gentle driving — rural roads 40mpg 
60 2-4 + T 
= . ypical mpg overall 35mpg 
ie Realistic tank range 350 miles/10gal 
50 ari, Tr Consumption at steady speeds 
g5 30mph 60%empg 
40 |e > 56mph 44mpg 
3 So 70mph 34mpg 
30 ress = | max mph 21¥empg 
eel Rae REN 
09: = Le | | SAFETY CHECKS 0=tactory option 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 steering: energy head restraints: front? No 
% efficiency (ideal car’s braking performance falls within absorbing? Yes , rear? No 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) good road ‘feel’? Yes interior: well padded? No 
TOP SPEED brakes: powerful? Yes. w/screen laminated? O 
max engine speed Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop sensible effort? Yes doors: childproof? Yes 
used 6000rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) fade resistant? Yes latches crashproof? Yes 
max in top 5400rpm; 47lb at start: 38Ib in constant use; 55Ib in severe use belts: effective? Yes __ petrol: shielded 
standing % mile Watersplash 80lb at first, 5 stops to recover convenient? Yes filler? Yes 
+ 20.1sec fitted in rear? No protected tank? No 
ENGINE FUEL MAXIMUM 30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE (£ cc MPG MPH) GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC % G/LB) (FT/IN) FRONT (IN) REAR (IN) CIRCLE (FT) 
3889 1275 35 90 17.1 28.0 93/50 14’ 3" 39% 39% 334/332 
( 3848 1295 33% 87 21.8 37.3 100/70 13’ 7%" 40 36% 32/314 
_ 4583 1290 33% 88 19.4 31.0 88/35 13’ 103%" 41% 38% 3%2/32% 
_ 4190 1256 35% 85 24.9 34.5 100/45 14S 40% 37% 44/32 
_ 4674 1272 35% 90 17.0 26.7 100/85 130? 39% 38 3%/33 
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panels getting plastered with road 
dirt. Fortunately, its uncluttered 
lines make the Ital an easy car to 
wash, and, while its carpets seem 
to grip hairs and fibres, the uphol- 
stery shrugs off the impact of 
children and animals. 

Mature engineering and no- 
nonsense designing promise 
long-term reliability, which has 
not always been the case with 
Austin-Morris products. We are 
assured that many components 
have now been ‘beefed-up’, and, 
to back the claim, service inter- 
vals have been extended. 


How safe 

Though the Ital’s ride and hand- 
ling can be faulted in some areas, 
they are vice-free in emergencies. 
Even the foolhardy will find this 
1.3 impossible to wrong-foot. 

Braking is equally reassuring. 
There’s a smooth progressipn in 
pedal pressure up to the best stop, 
and only a small build up of fade 
during a series of hard arrests. 
The brake linings do not like 
water, though: it took five stamps 
on the pedal to restore full braking 
efficiency after our watersplash 
test. The handbrake does better, 
however, by holding the car 
firmly on a 1-in-3 hill. 

The Ital failed the ‘well-padded 
interior’ requirement of our 
safety checklist because of its 
unpadded windscreen surround. 
The bay-window arrangement of 


All measurements in inche 


kerbweight 18%cwt 

overall length 14ft 3in 
overall width 5ft 4¥in 
overall height 4ft 7%inj | 2 
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the facia on the passenger’s side 
also puts it very close to the stan- 
dard toughened windscreen, so 
there’s little to slow the accelera- 
tion of an unbelted passenger into 
the glass ... The fuel tank was 
also too close to the rear of the car 
for our liking; we like to see it 
placed well away from the possi- 
bility of rear-end impacts. 


How much 

Currently, the Ital 1.3L is good 
value for money. Most of the 
obvious competition is consider- 
ably more expensive, and, among 
the Japanese, only Datsun and 
Toyota can undercut its price. 
Our anticipated-depreciation fig- 
ures are about average for four- 
door family saloons, but insur- 
ance premiums should be much 
cheaper than most rivals’ — par- 
ticularly imports. 

Running the Ital should be 
equally painless on the wallet, as 
the 1.3 is not only quicker than its 
predecessor but also uses less 
fuel. Overall, it is a 2mpg gain, the 
most-dramatic improvement 
being made in high-speed motor- 
way cruising, thanks to the 
more-efficient engine and higher 
overall gearing. Fuel consump- 
tion is also on the right side of 
average when compared to 
rivals’. The 11/4gal tank may be 
painfully slow to fill for its last 
1Y%gal, and will spew its golden 
contents out of the filler on the 


terms are 


first corner, but it does give a 
good range. Oil consumption is 
also good at 2000 miles to the pint. 

Austin-Morris has put a lot of 
effort into reducing servicing and 
repair times. At current prices, the 
claimed saving is £100 compared 
to a Marina over a four-year, 
48,000-mile period. The major 
service now comes round at 
12,000-mile intervals, and oil, 
sparkplugs and contact-breaker 
points last the full term, too; the 
6000-mile service is merely a 
check and reset exercise. 

The aluminised exhaust system 
and viscous-coupled fan are very 
welcome, too. 

If you do your own servicing 
and maintenance, you can be re- 
assured that there’s little easier to 
work on than the Ital — particu- 
larly the 1.3, with its conventional 
valve adjustment. But — before 
you write in — yes, we do know 
about the new Vauxhall Astra 
and Ford Escort having 
maintenance-free hydraulic tap- 
pets; many owners, however, 
prefer the idea of keeping things 
simple and so being able to do-it- 
themselves, should attention be 
necessary. The handbook is help- 
ful, but no tools are supplied 
beyond wheel-changing gear. 

Parts are good value and — just 
as important — easy to obtain. 
The dealer network is the largest 
in the country, and the warranty 
impressive, though 


there is no fashionable extended 
guarantee for bodywork. 


Verdict 

The Ital 1.3L may look only a face: 
lifted Marina, but not all i 
improvements are superficial. It 
eager, economical, extended- 
service engine will be welcomed by 
owners replacing their ageing 
Marina 1300s. | 

Many brand-loyal owners will 
also feel at home with the familiar 
eccentricities of the Marina sus- 
pension. One wonders, however, 
how many potential sales this 
increasingly inadequate design 
may lose among those new to t 
breed. 

What cannot be doubted is that 
this sensible, cheaply run saloon is 
now excellent value for money, 
And, for many private motorists 
today, this is all that need be said. 


ENGINE 3 

Type and size front-mounted, 4-in-lin 

water-cooled; _70.6mm_ borex81.3m 

stroke=1275cc; 3 main bearings with iro 

block and head 

Compression ratio 9.4:1 

Valve gear overhead pushrods and r 

kers 

Fuel system one SU HIF44 carburetfil 

fed by mechanical pump from 11 gal tanh 

— no reserve ii 

Max power (DIN-net) 60.8bhp 

5300rpm 

Max torque (DIN-net) 69/b ft ‘ 
; 


2950rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 8in diaphragm spring, single d 
plate, hydraulically operated; pedal load 
travel: 241b/5%in 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) ane 
reverse; ratios: first 3.4:1, second 2.11:1, 


| third 1.43:1, top 1:1 and reverse 3.75:1 ~ 


Final drive 3.89:1 to rear wheels 
Mph per 1000rpm 16.8 in top gear 


CHASSIS ! 
Suspension — front: independent tor 


with anti-roll bar. Dampers — lever-arm 
front, telescopic rear a 
Steering rack and pinion with 3% turns 
between full locks. Turning circles aver 
age 33¥eft between kerbs, with 58Yft in 
response to one turn of the wheel 
Wheels 412J steel with 155SR-13 stee 
braced radial ply tyres (Goodyear Gran 
Prix S on test car) § 
Brakes dual-line hydraulic; discs fron 
drums rear with vacuum servo and cof 
bined handbrake/line failure warning lam 
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NEVER BEFORE 

HAVE SO MANY 
ONE SO FAR 
ON SO LITTLE 


a 


THE 83 MPG 


With the new A-Plus engine and 
refined and positive gear box the new 
Metro delivers great performance 
and great economy. 

‘The 1.3HLS tops 96 MPH and 
zips from 0-60 MPH in12.3 seconds. 

While the HLE, at an independent 
test performed by AA engineers, 
achieved 62 MPG at a steady 50 MPH. 

And an astounding 83 MPG at a 
steady 30 MPH. 

Meanwhile a car with the roadholding 
and manoeuvrability of a Mini is both 
smooth to drive (specially developed 
Hydragas suspension) and quiet to drive in. 

Its aerodynamics gave the Metro low 
wind noise, and a structural vibrational 
analysis inan anechoic (echo-free) chamber 
did the rest. 


WITH 12,000 MILES BETWEEN 


SERVICES, 
METRO RULES THE BAYS. 


Metros will go 12,000 miles or one full 


year without a service. 

Such technological superiority (Fiesta, 
Polo, Fiat 127 and Renault 5 all recommend 
services every 5,000 or 6,000 miles) was 
made possible by significant engineering 
breakthroughs. 

Every Metro is equipped with long-life 
spark plugs which don't need cleaning. 

Self-cleaning, sliding contact points are 
standard, as is along-life battery which needs 
topping up only once a year. 

A greatly enlarged oil filter and built-in 
brake pad warning sensors also help Metros 
go further. 

Features like these, along with the pre- 
cision of the new automated West Works at 
Longbridge, mean your Metro will stay on 


the road while other cars are in the garage. 


TO SIT OR NOT TO SIT? 
THAT IS THE QUESTION. 


The folding back seat of an ordinary 


hatchback lets you choose between more 
seats or space. In a Metro, the asymmetric 
Split-Action rear seat lets you do both at the 


same time. And because the 
seat is split one third/two thirds, it’s uniquely 
versatile* 

Fold the smaller seat down and two 
people can sit comfortably beside a safely- 
stored carry cotortrunk. 

Fold the wider seat down and you can 
carry a mountain of luggage beside one back 
seat passenger. 


EVEN WELLINGTON NEVER 
IMAGINED A BOOT THIS BIG. 


If you fold both seats down the Metro 
offers more load-carrying space than any 
hatchback in its class: 45.7 cubic feet. 

Even the Fiesta, which is 6 inches longer 
than the Metro, only manages 42.6. 


GREAT SPACE FOR GREAT BRITAIN. 


CAR Magazine (May, 1980) s 
stands to be the Most cece 
space-efficient 
volume car 
in history:” 


aid “Metro... 


That means comfortable. 
The newly designed seats are 
contoured to make long drives 
feel miles shorter. 
While a huge glass area means 
better visibility front and back, as 
well as a more relaxed, spacious “feel! 


ESIOFFICIAL DEPT. OF ENERGY FIGURES: STANDARD METRO AND METRO L: SIMULATED URBAN CYCLE 38.4 MPG (7.4L/100 KM), CONSTANT 56 MPH 

53.1 MPG (5.3L/100 KM), CONSTANT 75 MPH 38.5 MPG (7.3L/100 KM). METRO HLE: SIMULATED URBAN CYCLE 41.5 MPH (6.8L/100 KM), CONSTANT 56 MPH 
58.3 MPG (4.8L/100 KM), CONSTANT 75 MPH 41.7 MPG (6.8L/100 KM). METRO 1.38 AND METRO 4.3HLS: SIMULATED URBAN CYCLE 32.8 MPG (8.6L/100 KM), 
CONSTANT 56 MPH 51.2 MPG (5.5L/100 KM), CONSTANT 75 MPH 37.9 MPG (7.5L/100 KM) |*FOLDING BENCH SEAT IN STANDARD METRO, MUDFLAPS ARE 
ACCESSORIES ON HLE. LOOK FOR YOUR NEAREST AUSTIN MORRIS DEALER IN THE YELLOW PAGES, FOR FLEET SALES RING 021-779 6525 EXT. 2669. 


The doors are extra wide. And the front 
seats don't just fold forward: they slide for- 
ward and back automatically, 

THIS COULD BE YOUR 
FINEST HOUR. 

There are five new well-equipped 
Metros: the standard Metro, the Metro L, 
the super economical Metro HLE, the 
sporty 1.3S, and the luxurious 1.3HLS. 

After each comes out of the most 
advanced car assembly plant in Europe it is 
individually inspected for quality of finish. 

Inspect one yourself on a test drive. 

And imagine getting miles more per gallon 
in a Metro in 6 months time, when all the 
best cars the rest of the world have to offer 
have stopped for a service. 

Sy 
AUSTINE= 


with Supercover 


Anew Hitachi will get your car sound - 
ing sweet. 

For very little money. 

The CSW 301 is a superb MW/LW 
radio cassette for £75, or less, plus fitting. 

Another £14 gives you the 306, which 
has FM stereo as well. 

Both models are advanced and 
powerful, pumping out a full 5.5 watts 
per channel. 


And that famous Hitachi reliability 


comes in handy for all the jarring and 
vibration a few years’ driving can bring. 
For further details, write to: 
Hitachi ICE, Dept. D, Hitachi House, 
Station Road, Hayes, Middlesex UB3 4DR. 
Telephone 01-848 8787, 
Or see your Hitachi ICE dealer. 
And tune in to excellent value for 


~~” &) HITACHI 
In aword, reliability, 


Communist car makers move 
cautiously. Even in that most- 
European of Soviet satellites, 
Poland, the FSO factory has been 
making the pensioned-off Fiat 125 
for the last 12 years. The Polski- 
Fiat 125P may be yesterday’s car, 
but it also sells at yesterday’s 
price — currently just £2616 on 
the road. 

To their credit, FSO’s up- 
and-coming engineers wanted to 
try their hand at something new. 
Limited resources ruled out sig- 
nificant chassis and engine revi- 
sions, so the Polonez emerged as 
the old running gear clothed in an 
attractive new five-door hatch- 
back body. 

Its price-tag is contemporary, 
too. At £900 more than the 125P 
saloon, the Polonez has got to 
have more than good looks to 
make it attractive. For DRIVE’S 
testers, it also had to live down 


Drive November-December 1980 


Pr 


the memory of faults that plagued 
the test of its predecessor. 


How it goes 
Its claimed 76bhp power output 
gives the Polonez’s 1481cc engine 
an advantage, on paper, over 
most of the comparably priced 
1300cc, 60bhp competition. Our 
test-track times proved other- 
wise, for even the similarly pow- 
erful 125P is quicker than this 
stylish stablemate. The snag is its 
bulk: more than 2cwt of extra 
kerbweight makes it considerably 
heavier than many modern 
front-wheel-drive hatchbacks 
from Europe and Japan. 
Consequently, Polonez per- 
formance is strictly class- 


average. Indeed, if we emphas- 


ised 0-60mph times rather than 
the 30-70mph acceleration that 
we now quote as a yardstick, the 
Polonez would compare even 
more unfavourably. The standard 
full-revs, wheel-spinning, stand- 
ing-start procedure used to get 
0-30mph times merely set the 
Polonez stumbling and stalling — 
hence its languid Ssec perfor- 
mance, achieved by slipping the 
clutch a little. Top-gear accelera- 
tion is thus better from 30mph 
than 20mph, but the Polonez 
never feels frisky at any speed. 
To overtake, one must change 
down and use the revs freely, 
ignoring the under-bonnet 
clamour. There is no point in rev- 
ving to the furious 7000rpm per- 
mitted by the tachometer’s red 


line; a frenzied 6000rpm proved 
best for our testers’ nerves and 
the stopwatch. 

When driven to such extremes, 
the wide-swinging gearshift’s 
action remained entirely accept- 
able, thanks to a powerful syn- 
chromesh that avoids unpleasant 
baulking. First thing in the morn- 
ing, however, is a different mat- 
ter; until it warms to its work, the 
box is sluggish for the initial 
changes of the day. 

Like the Morris Ital — but few 
others — the Polonez uses lowly 
leaf springs to hold the back 
axle. Apart from the inherent 
handling deficiency of such a sys- 
tem, the Polonez’s biggest driving 
problem is its steering. The snag 
seems to be excessive castor (yes, 
just like your tea-trolley’s 
wheels), which keeps the car 
unswerving on a windy motor- 
way, but makes the going heavy 


John Mason 
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when swinging into tight turns. 
Two or three inches of sloppy 
ifree-play and the weight of the 
steering when parking underline 
the Polonez’s handicap. Its gen- 


eral handling is safe: rapid corner-. 


ing is such hard labour that 
drivers are unlikely to stray from 
the straight and narrow — not 
unless they are really trying! 

Stepping inside, everything 
looks more stylish than in the 
125P. The driver’s seat support 
proved to be almost as good as it 
looks; our only complaint after 
long spells at the wheel was of 
aches across the shoulders. The 
driving position is made more 
flexible by the inclusion of steer- 
ing-rake adjustment, which 
enabled our testers to sit suffi- 
ciently far from the high-set ped- 
als and then lower the wheel rim 
within reach. The time-honoured 
Fiat backrest adjusters (coarse 
and fine) are still used on the 
Polonez seats, but on our test car 
they were difficult to rotate for 
fine tuning. 

We liked the symmetrical 
instrument display, with its minor 
gauges neatly laid out in clear 
view behind a single non- 
reflecting pane. Warning lamps 
for handbrake and choke flash 
brightly, and the speedometer 
proves commendably accurate 
until the motorway limit is past, 
whereupon it starts to exaggerate 
dramatically. Some of the rocker 
switches are an arm’s stretch 
away, but, once you’ve got there, 
they all work with a pleasing 
crispness. 

Among the irritations, the 
handbrake is too long — leaving 
no room for your thumb to fit 
between its button and the centre 
console, the sun visors must be 
either fully up or down — they 
won't stay. halfway; and, while 
forward vision is good, an over- 
the-shoulder glimpse is not easy 
to achieve, though rear-screen 
wash-wipe and reversing lamps 
are fitted as standard. The main- 
beam range of the halogen head- 
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lamps is superb, cutting a swathe 
through the night. 


How comfortable 

The Polonez’s interior makes a 
good first impression — particu- 
larly when you know that the car 
costs only the same as a Ford 
Fiesta 1100. The seats look par- 
ticularly inviting, with their piped 
fabric and leathercloth inserts, 
although the plain plastic head- 
rests look utilitarian by compari- 
son. Close inspection of the facia 
mouldings shows them to be 
made of an unfortunate, textured 
black plastic that looks perma- 
nently grubby. 

Door bases have rubber sealing 
strips to prevent sills (and ankles 
and. trouser legs) getting dirty. 
Some people found the door 
latches awkward and heavy to 
a 
HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE’s verdict on the Polonez 1500, 
taking into consideration its rivals, 
its price and what kind of car it’s 
meant to be. 


Out of 10 
PERFORMANCE 


@@@@000000 


FUEL ECONOMY 
@@O0000000 


HANDLING/STEERING 
@@@0O000000 
COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
©0@00060000 
INTERIOR/LUGGAGE SPACE 
@©000060000 
PASSENGER AIDS 
0000006000 

DRIVER AIDS 
@©000600000 
ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
@@00000000 

RUST RESISTANCE 
@@@@000000 


EASE/COST OF REPAIR 
@@@@@O0O000 


buttons were set at varying 
heights on our car, so we couldn’t 
tell at a glance whether they were 
locked. 

Rear seating and luggage 
arrangements seem admirable — 
until you try to fold the rear seat 
forward and discover that it 
won’t. Having gone to the the 
trouble of providing a rear tail- 
gate, albeit with a high load sill, 
FSO has wasted this potential 
advantage with a fixed load- 
length and height. Even with the 
luggage canopy removed, any- 
thing bulky tends to rub against 
the rear window. Rear-seat space 
and comfort is good, comparing 
favourably with most rivals’; only 
a central armrest could be added 
to improve rear-passenger com- 
fort and side support. 

Gargantuan ashtrays are pro- 
vided on both rear doors, and 
there are no less than four cour- 
tesy lamps, controlled by 
switches on all four doors. A 
lever beside the driver’s seat 
releases the tailgate — an admir- 
able arrangement, unless its cable 
breaks, for no outside latch is 
provided. Nevertheless, all the 
convenience features are impres- 
sive at the price. 

The heater works well, and the 
ventilation is reasonable, but you 
can’t have both together: the facia 
vents’ output is tied to the hea- 
ter’s temperature setting, as in 
Fiats of old. Consequently, driv- 
ers have to be more precise about 
setting the level of warmth in 
order to avoid stuffiness. 

Anyone used to East European 
cars such as the Lada and 
Polski-Fiat 125P will appreciate 
the Polonez’s improved pedal 
action in slow-moving traffic. The 
clutch still judders in pull-aways 
until you learn to master it, but 
the accelerator acts sweetly and 


no significant ‘flat spots’ blighted » 


our test car’s low-speed progress 
— so often an Eastern Bloc non- 
optional feature. 

Our car was slow to fire-up in 
the morning, however, and its 
agricultural-sounding starter 
motor startled our drivers awake, 
too. Careful choke juggling is 
necessary for the first mile or so, 
but the electric cooling fan hélps 
keep this period to the minimum. 
In town, the normally reliable 
tickover is liable to become 
erratic when underbonnet temp- 
eratures begin to rise to fan- 
operating level — as experienced 
in a summer traffic jam on Lon- 
don’s North Circular. 

On the open road, the Polonez 
speeds happily to 60mph with 
only a background transmission 
vibration at around SOmph. After 
60mph, the engine sets up a body 
boom that becomes wearisome by 
70mph. At low speed, there’sa lot 
of harsh tyre thump over catseyes 
and ridges, but generally the 


work from outside, and the sill 


POLONEZ 1500 


Parts/repairs (inc VAT) 

Clutch £50.00 (fitting 3.0hr) 

exhaust £48.71 (1.2hr) 

headlamp unit £7.36 (0.9hr) 

front bumper £73.60 (0.9hr) 
laminated windscreen £58.12 (0.8hr) 


oil filter and points £5.57 (0.6hr) 
major service 6000 miles (2hr) 


Insurance group 5 i 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage — 
Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £222 

Capital interest £163 

New-cost inflation £610 

Total standing costs=£995 (8.29p per mile 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.38p per gal) £591 
Insurance (av) £193 

Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £197 
Total running costs=£1067 (8.89p per mile) 
Total cost of ownership 
£2062 (17.18p per mile) 
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OW IT COMP 


Polonez 1500 
Austin Allegro 1300 4-door 
Mazda 1300 hatchback 


Lada 1600 
Opel Kadett LS hatchback 
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ACCELERATION times in sec 


THROUGH IN TOP GEAR 
GEARS 


MPH 


TOP SPEEDS 


max engine speed 
used 6000rpm; 

max in top 5350rpm; 
standing % mile 
21.0sec 


ENGINE 
CAPACITY SPEED 
(CC) MPH) 


1481 89 
1275 84 
1272 89 
1570 92 
1297 


MAXIMUM 
ON-ROAD 
PRICE (£) 


3532 
3603 
3695 
3243 
4125 
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BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses 


80 
70 
60 
50 
40 


30 


20 Me 
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 

(ideal car would show no variation) 

48lb at start; 48lb in constant use; 130Ib in severe use 
Watersplash 80lb at first, 3 stops to recover 


30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES 
THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP 
GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC % G/LB 


19.2 32.6 85/60 
21.5 31.6 90/55 
18.7 27.3 100/40 
16.6 23.3 98/30 
16.0 24.9 98/55 


OVERALL 
LENGTH 
FT/IN 


14’ 0” 
1208" 
13/0" 
13’ 4" 
137 e" 
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FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 


Consumption — normal range 


short journeys in the suburbs 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 


brisk driving, mixed roads 


gentle driving — rural roads 


hard driving, heavy traffic 


Typical mpg overall 
Realistic tank range 


22vempg 
25¥empg 
28mpg 
33Vempg 
NA 


28mpg 
240 miles/8Yegal 


Consumption at steady speeds 


30mph 
56mph 
7Omph 
max mph 


SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy 
absorbing? 
good road ‘feel’? 
brakes: powerful? 
sensible effort? 
fade resistant? 
belts: effective? 
convenient? 
fitted in rear? 


MAXIMUM 
LEGROOM 
FRONT (IN 


391 


No 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
No 


TYPICAL 
LEGROOM 
REAR (IN 


40 41%2 
40 37% 


38% 
40% 


37% 
382 
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39mMpg 
30mpg 
25Yempg 
17¥empg 


head restraints: front? Yes 
rear? No 
interior: well padded? Yes 
w/screen laminated? Yes 
doors: childproof? Yes 
latches crashproof? Yes 
petrol: shielded 
filler? 
protected tank? 


STEERING 
TURNS/ 
CIRCLE (FT 


4, 
342/34 
42/292 
3/36 
4/34V2 


Yes 
No 
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CAR TEST 


Polonez rides fairly well and 
rattle-free over indifferent road 
surfaces. Its ride is certainly no 
worse than that of British models 
which remain similarly faithful to 
the idea of a crudely located live 
back axle. 


How tough 

There are many admirable details 
on the Polonez, some of which 
will withstand the rigours of hard 
use. The rear load sill and wing 
flanks are designed for everyday 
misuse, and even the naturally 
clumsy would have to try hard to 
mark the Polonez while loading 
cargo or throwing doors open. At 
front and rear, generous 
polyurethane bumpers not only 
withstand 3mph impacts but are 
also deep enough to prevent 
stone-chipping of the lower 
panels. Similarly, the sills below 
the doors have a flexible anti-chip 
coating. High-intensity rear 
lamps are integrated into the main 
lighting clusters — not tacked-on 
as afterthoughts, as is still the 
case with too many new models. 
Unfortunately, the front fog- 
lamps look very vulnerable and 
are poorly chromeplated. The 
only other chromed items are the 
hubcaps and door handles — the 
latter were already pitting on our 
test car. 

Like the 125P we looked at, the 
Polonez is conscientiously coated 
with a flexible anti-rust wax on all 
visible underbody areas. Yet 
there was only grey primer paint 
in box sections and other impor- 
tant concealed areas, where our 
illuminated probe showed some 
rust was already forming. 

As with our last 125P, the 
Polonez suffered various faults, 
including a substantial engine-oil 
leak, weeping brake pipes, a sub- 
standard distributor and a total 
electrical failure. Suspicions 
about reliability were a constant 
worry when testing the car, and 
would, our men felt, be a major 
disincentive to putting their own 
money on the line for a Polonez. 


How safe 
Since the Polonez tends to lumber 


around rapid corners, its essen-. 


tially stable handling at the limit 
of tyre adhesion is seldom 
appreciated because its weari- 
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some steering can sap the driver’s 
enthusiasm. 

While the car stops well in 
everyday use, we couldn’t better 
85% of gravity on our brake- 
efficiency meter. Our Polonez 
skidded and pulled to the right — 
into oncoming traffic — at any- 
thing above 60lb of pedal pressure 

., The servo’s assistance 
wasn’t so clever, either, as severe 
fade set in halfway through our 
usual 15-stop test: our brake table 
shows how pedal loads rose 
alarmingly. It’s not uncommon to 
find handbrake problems on rear 
disc-braked cars, and our 
Polonez would have only scraped 
through the MoT test (again, the 
125P fared much better), and a 
1-in-3 hill start was simply out of 
the question. 


How much 

Just as our Polonez’s power 
seemed to be down on the simi- 
larly engined Polski 1500 that we 
sampled in 1976, so was its fuel 
economy. Both steady-speed and 
everyday-motoring consumption 
tests all pointed to a deterioration 
of about 2mpg, which makes the 
Polonez look very thirsty com- 
pared to its immediate rivals — 
even prestigious 2litre saloons 
can do better nowadays. It seems 
that, whatever you save on the 
purchase price of so many Com- 
econ cars, you lose eventually in 
increased fuel bills. At the pres- 
ent average of £1.38 per gallon, 
you would spend an extra near- 
£100 per 10,000 miles on petrol for 
the 28mpg Polonez, compared to 
the average for its class of 35mpg. 
You will need 4-star, too; our test 


car pinked mildly even on this 
diet, despite all of our engineers’ 
careful tuning. 

One consolation at the pumps 
is the ease with which one can fill 
to the brim, and another is the 
sensible low-level telltale lamp 
that warns when just under two 
gallons remain in the modest- 
capacity tank. Its range may not 
be generous, but at least you can 
make the best of it. 

The layout of all tuning items is 
good, but the starter and alter- 
nator are buried low. Fluid 
checks are easy to make, and the 
numbered sparkplug lead termi- 
nals on the distributor cap are a 
sensible feature that other makers 
could follow. 

Despite quaint phraseology, 
the handbook assists home 
mechanics with helpful, clear 
illustrations and all the necessary 
settings. A small box of tools is 
supplied as well as a reasonable 
jack, all stowed beneath the lug- 
gage platform, together with the 
spare wheel. Of course, fewer of 
the bits are common with the old 
Fiat 125, but the Polonez’s ances- 
try is worth bearing in mind when 
parts are needed fast, for there are 
only 90 Polski dealers in the UK 
at present. 

Recent Polski 1500 resale val- 
ues do not seem to have suffered 
great depreciation; they’re about 
the same as a Lada 1300’s, and 
rather less than a Ford Popular’s, 
when replacing a 2'4-year-old 
with the same again. Only an 
Austin-Morris Mini and a Ford 
Fiesta are likely to hold their val- 
ues significantly better. Whether 


the dearer-to-buy Polonez will do 


— 
ENGINE iG 


All measurements in inches 


as well is a matter for conjectur 
and future pricing, but we suspect! 
that depreciation will be worse 
than the base Polski. Insurance is 
a costly group 5 — the same as a 
VW Golf GTi! 


Verdict 
We found the Polonez’s new clo-| 
thing elegant and functional. Its 
attractive trim and generous) 
equipment have been designed) 
with practicality i in mind, and only: 
the omission of a folding rear seat} 
curtails its versatility. 

Sadly, this good start was, 
undermined by our test car’s unre- 
liability, and, although its humble 
Italian origin ‘has been disguised to 
some extent by improved controls | 
and seating, Cinderella’s mask 
slips in the hands of any driver wht 
tries to have a ball. 

Despite its polished appearance, 
the Polonez remains a very staid 
character with unremarkable 
refinement and manners — and a 
well-developed thirst. % 


Type and size front-mounted, 4-in-line, 
water-cooled; 77mm _ borex79.5mm 
stroke=1481cc; 3 main bearings with irom 
block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.0:1 
Valve gear overhead pushrods and roc- 
kers (chain driven) 
Fuel system one Fodz-Ledz twin-venturi 
carburettor fed by mechanical pump from 
9.9gal tank, with low-level warning lamp= 
Max power (DIN-net) 76bhp at 
5250rpm 
Max torque (DIN-net) 85ibft at 
3300rpm 


TRANSMISSION 

Clutch 7.9in diaphragm spring single dry 
plate, cable operated; pedal loadiravel 
331b/6in 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and | 
reverse. Ratios: first 3.75:1, second 2. 13:1, | 
third 1.38:1, top 1:1 and reverse 3.87:1 
Final drive hypoid level 4.10:1 to rear 
wheels | 
Mph per 1000rpm 16.6 in top gear 


CHASSIS 

Suspension — front: independent doull 
ble wishbones with coil springs and anti 
roll bar. Rear: live axle with semi-elliptic | 
leaf springs. Dampers: telescopic all} 
round. 
Steering worm and roller with 3% turns 
between full locks. Turning circles aver= 
age 38ft between kerbs alt 56veft in 
response to one turn of wheel 
Wheels 5J (steel) with 175SR13 radial- 
ply tyres (Dunlop SP4 on test car) 4 
Brakes dual-circuit hydraulic; discs all 
round with vacuum servo, load-sensitive 
rear valve, and line-failure/handbrake-o 
warning lamp 


eee 


kerbweight 22Vacwt | 

overall length 14ft Oin 
overall width 5ft 5in 
overall height 4ft 6in- 
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To turn this page into 
£2000, all you need is 
to .own your home 
and a pen. Use the pen 
to fill in the form on this page, post it off to us, and soon 


YOU CAN EVEN SEND THE CHEQUE BACK 
IF YOU DECIDE YOU DON’T REALLY WANT IT. 


afterwards the money should arrive at your home. 

If you decide to keep the money you do have to pay 
us back. But you shouldn’t find that too painful because 
our rates are reasonable. £2000—which is what most 
people ask for—costs only £10.96 a week over 120 


THERE ARE NO LEGAL FEES 
OR CRAFTY HIDDEN CHARGES OF ANY KIND. 


months. That’s equivalent to 29.84% true annual rate. 
Unlike some people we only charge interest on what 
you owe. 
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r mies pay Beers tesa eon 


CONFIDEN 


To: First National Securities Limited, 
Woodgrange copsiransce thy nica Avenue, 
Kenton Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA3 0YQ. 
(Telephone: 01-204 3373) 


Please answer all the questions in block capitals, using separate sheet 
if necessary. 


Amount Required & 
To be repaid at & 
Purpose of Loan. 


i 


7 
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per month over. years. 


wat 


Personal Details 
Are you married L] Single L] Divorced L] Widowed L] Separated L] 


(Tick Box) 
Full names Mr. CJ Mrs. C] Ms. CJ 


Wife’s/Husband's full names 


Age 


Age. 


Your Address 


How long here? Home Tel. No. 


Previous address. 


Work Tel. No. 


Name and Address of Bankers 


‘ 


How to turn this 
into £2000. ot 


Employer's name. 
Address. 
2 
How long employed by them? 
Occupation 7 ¢ : 2 
Wife’s/Husband’s Occupation 330 
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page 


To give you ce 


owe absolutely free, 
if you’re under sixty. There’s even a scheme whereb 
you can insure your repayments while you’re off wor 
acne sickness or an accident. 
ere’s no obligation when you get in touch with 
us. We'lljust offer you the money you wantif we possibly 
can. And we’d be delighted to lend you any amount 


NO AGENT WILL CALL. WE WON’T EVEN ASK 
YOUR EMPLOYER ABOUT YOU. 


between £500 and £6500, over any, period from 
three to ten years. So fill in this page f\ and send it 
amount 


off right away. It should turn into any 
you care to name. 


4 
445 ATH 
‘ 


Income 
Your gross income with overtime and bonus & 


(Tick relevant box) 


WkOMthO yrO 


Your Wife’s/Husband’s gross income & Wk O MthO YvrO 
Other family income & Wk O MthO vrO 
(Please attach current payslips as proof of income) 
Outgoings Total Total Monthly Total Arrears 
Outstanding Payments (ifany) 
First Mortgage & & & 
Linked Endowment premium & 
Second Mortgage & & ‘ 
H/P Credit Sales & & 
Bank/Personal Loans & & 
Full name and address of First Mortgagee 
Ref. No. 
Name of Second Mortgagee 
Ref. No. 


Details of Property 

*Frechold/Leaschold-if leasehold years’ unexpired 

Is any part of itlet? YES/NO. Jointly owned? YES/NO. 
When did you purchase? Price Paid? &, 
Whatis it worth now? & 


Reason for increase? 


Protected Payment Insurance : 

Would you like insurance to cover your payments whilst off work through sickness or 
ONo. 

I/We confirm that the information herein contained and supplied by me/us is correct to 


accident? O Yes please send details. 


the best of my/our belief. 
i, 


Signature of applicants 


( Both busband and wife to sign where applicable) 
Date 


120 Monthly 
Repayments 
£ 


LIAN or > 
DVE 11/80 eT | & 


Loans available in England, Scotland and Wales 


INDEX 
OF MOTORING 
EXPENDITURE 


JULY 1979-JUNE 1980 


Midlands 
motorists show 
how tosave 


1 Be YOU want to know how to 
cut your motoring expenses, 
take a trip to the Midlands and 
flag down the first driver you see. 
The chances are you will learn a 
thing or two, for the Midlands’ 
motorists have taken over from 
drivers in the North of England as 
Britain’s thriftiest car owners. 

Back in 1976, the DRIVE Index 
showed that the North’s motor- 
ists spent (at 1980 values) 8.4p a 
mile — 0.2p less than the Mid- 
lands’ runners-up. But in the fol- 
lowing years of oil crises and gov- 
ernment pleas to ‘Save It’, driv- 
ers in and around the Black Coun- 
try have turned the tables: in 
1979-1980 they spent 7.8p a mile 
against the North’s 8.5p. 

Not that the Energy Depart- 
ment will be awarding any medals 


to the Midlanders. Of the five AA - 


regions reviewed, the Midlands’ 
area (stretching from Oswestry in 
the west to Lowestoft in the east) 
recorded the worst average 
mileage reduction of the lot —a 
paltry 2%. The Northerners 
did little better: they cut 
back by only 3%. It was Wales 
and the West country that 
responded best of all to the gov- 
ernment’s urgings on conserva- 
tion: a thumping 10% reduction. 

Obviously, these economies 
have been influenced by rising 


unemployment figures, the ten- 


dency for fuel to be more expen- 
sive in remote regions, and the 
higher incidence of drivers aged 
65 and over in Wales and the 
West. Owners there also appear 
to run older cars compared to the 
rest of Britain — another likely 
reason for their driving fewer 
miles than anyone else. The snag 
is that sparing use of their car 
does not save low-mileage motor- 
ists from such standing costs as 
road tax, insurance and Depart- 
ment of Transport roadworthi- 
ness tests, all of which affect their 
overall driving expenditure. 

Like motorists in Wales and the 
West, car owners in the South- 
east and Scotland have also bet- 
tered the government’s 5% cut- 
back call — both by 2%. But 
Southerners, too, are reaping 
scant reward for their efforts. 
Their comparatively old cars, 
relatively high insurance pre- 
miums, and costlier parking have 
taken their toll, effectively mak- 
ing them 17% worse off than 
motorists in the Midlands. 

Nonetheless, the intriguing 
question remains: if Midlanders 


Brignt 


haven’t been going easy at the 
petrol pumps, how is it that they 
are still spending less per mile? 
As our figures show, they have 
economised hugely on servicing 
and repairs, spending (at 1980 
prices) nearly £5 a month less 
than they did in 1976, and around 
£6 a month less than motorists in 
some of the other regions. 

Surprisingly, this does not 
imply that they are skimping on 
safety. Mike Sadler-Brookes, 
senior engineer at the AA’s Vehi- 
cle Inspection Centre, W Brom- 
wich, comments: ‘We haven’t 
seen any evidence of risk-taking. 
The likeliest explanation is that 
drivers are doing more of their 
own maintenance. After all, it’s 
estimated that one in five of the 
West Midlands’ population is 
employed by the automotive 
industry. 

‘Another probable reason is 
that many mechanics are moon- 
lighting and undercutting the gar- 
ages. People soon find out where 
they can get jobs done cheaply.’ 

The Index also confirms that, 
despite the rises in petrol costs 
since 1976, motorists in all reg- 


ions are today spending /ess per) 
mile in real terms — almost 10%) 
less in the case of the Midlands, | 
and 5% less in Scotland. This has) 
been achieved only by a drop in 
average mileage — down 70, 57 
and 51 miles per month in Wales) 
and the West, Scotland, and the 
South-east respectively . 
@ prive’s Index is the only) 
exhaustive guide to the average 
motorist’s expenditure. In this. 
unique survey, 1000 owners 
(picked at random each month) | 
are interviewed on the number of 
miles they have driven, the 
amount of petrol they’ve bought 
and all other outgoings. 

The results of these interviews 
are then added to the data from 
similar surveys in the previous 11 
months. So, in addition to analys- | 
ing the combined experiences of | 
12,000 drivers each year, the 
Index succeeds in ironing-out | 
seasonal fluctuations. 

Three main areas of expendi- 
ture are highlighted: fuel, servic- 
ing and repairs, and insurance. 
Road tax and miscellaneous items 
of spending are shown as ‘All 
other expenditure’. | 


MOTORING 
; EXPENDITURE 


TOTAL EXPENDITURE 


Average monthly mileage 


EXPENDITURE PER MILE 
Total 
Petrol 
Servicing/repairs 


South-east 


Average age of car — 


(comparisons between Jan- Jul Jan- Jul Jan- Jul Jan- Jul Jan- Jul 
the year ending Dec 1979. Dec 1979- Dec 1979- Dec 1979- Dec 1979: 
December 1976 andthe 1976 Jun 1976 Jun 1976 Jun 1976 Jun 1976 Jun 
12 months ending (1980 1980 (1980 1980 (1980 1980 (1980 1980 (1980 1980 

June 1980) prices) prices) 


Petrol 38.88 36.47 35.38 °34.03 37.00 33.31 396.94 3663 41.68 37.34% 
Servicing/repairs 17.68 14.27 5.13.30) 8.52), 16.10. 14:34, 14:47" 914,95 55.1699" 9 13)4Gme 
Insurance eHolsiny (eye 5.180"), 4:97)" 4.93. 9462) 4 \b:30i 498s eso) One Ona 
Other expenditure 10:14) 09. 8679890 SPIO S20 PO Gene O Ore ames ehOnan 9.47} 


72.30 66.02 62.77 55.70 68.56 60.89 66.38 65.30 74.96 66.07] 
79 


7.3 — tA 


Wales & West 


PETROL EXPE 


PER MILE (p) 
a 


North 


6.7 
772 
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| EXPENDITURE AND MILEAGE BY ENGINE SIZE, AND YEAR OF REGISTRATION j 
. ah - : OOKING for a new car? Then 

KEY: Total expenditure per mile; Petro! expenditure per mile; Servicing/repairs expenditure per mile; " : 
acaraas scanthic nidlesne. ’ consult this table before you leap, 
9 y g as it reveals the age at which cars 


1651- 
and over 


EVER HEARD the tap-room tale 
that foreign cars are cheaper to 
run than British-made models? In 
reality, as this table demons- 
trates, there is little practical aif- 
ference when model age and 
engine size in the respective sam- 
ples are taken into account. 
These factors are significant as, 
| the older a car gets, the costlier it 
is to service and repair. Engine 
size also influences fuel costs. 
At first glance, Fiat would 
seem to be the wisest choice, with 
total expenditure running at 7.5p 
per mile. Likewise, motorists 
might well be tempted to steer 
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MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 

NATIONALITY AND MAKE 

ANALYSIS Mileage 
(post-1970 cars, average 

engine size in brackets) 


BRITISH 


BL Cars (1525cc) 

Ford (1550cc) 
Talbot/Chrysler (1425cc) 
Vauxhall (1475cc) 


French 
Italian 
Japanese 
W German 


of the engine size you want 
become expensive to run. 

Our survey shows that it’s 
inadvisable to buy a model of less 
than 1050cc unless it’s younger 
than six years old. Other models 
to avoid are two-year-olds of 
1051-1250cc, and three-year-olds 
of 15S5icc and over. 

The Top 10 new-car sellers in 
June (source, the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Trad- 
ers) were: 1 Ford Cortina, 2 Ford 
Escort, 3 Ford Fiesta, 4 
Austin-Morris Mini, 5 Vauxhall 
Chevette, 6 Morris Marina, 7 
Renault 18, 8 Ford Capri, 9 Ford 
Granada, 10 Fiat 131. 

The most sought-after used 
cars (source, Computacar) were: 
1 Ford Escort, 2 Ford Cortina, 3 
Austin-Morris Mini, 4 Ford 
Capri, 5 MGB, 6 Renault 5, 7 
Ford Granada, 8 Triumph Spit- 
fire, 9 MG Midget, 10 VW Golf. 


Servicing/ 
repairs Total 


expenditure expenditure expenditure 
per mile per mile per mile 


(pence) (pence) 


‘clear of the Talbot range. But 

note the difference in the two Been 
ranges’ average age, and Fiat’s | ponauit (1275cc) 
advantage is partly explained. Volkswagen (1350cc) 


THE SIGNS are that the cost of pet- 

rol is beginning to lose its ‘Save 
MONTH-BY- It’ incentive effect. In May-June 
MONTH ing Total expenditure expenditure} 1980, motorists covered.an aver- 
ANALYSIS Mileage Petrol repairs expenditure expenditure per mile per mile age of 90 miles more than in the 
{all cars) (£) ( (£) (pence) (pence) same period last year, when the 
price of petrol rose steeply. 

The effect is surprising: 
mileage in May-June of this year 
was up by 181 on the previous two 
months to 1569 — but the fuel bill 
was down from 5.5p to 5.2p per 
mile on average. 

If petrol prices had remained 
static, motorists would have 
spent nearly £9.98 more on the 
extra distance driven. In fact, the 
increased mileage put £4.43 on 
average fuel expenditure in 
May-June. 

All this has brought the DRIVE 
Index (set at 100 points when it 
began, in October 1973) to 246 
points; ie, motorists spent 146% 
more between July 1979 and June 
1980 than seven years ago. 


= 
a 


June 1980 

May 1980 

April 1980 
March 1980 
February 1980 
January 1980 
December 1979 
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November 1979 
October 1979 
September 1979 
August 1979 
July 1979 


PRESENT AND PAST ANNUAL EXPENDITURE (all cars) 
| July 79-June 80 8590 427.04 159.86 61.56 99.98 748.42 
July 78-June 79 8882 296.95 18642 55.89 107.50 646.76 


| July 77-June 78 9171 285.48 153.21 47.68 97.43 583.81 
July 76-June 77 8711 294.62 141.86 41.85 85.59 563.93 


ONNDODNDOHOMDO 
=NOQOOUNND 


Drive November-December 1980 : ; 25 


PAPAL aa. Sen i 


INDEX OF MOTORING EXPENDITURE 


MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 
OF OTHER POPULAR 
MODELS* 

(post-1970) 


Austin-Morris Mini 850 
Ford Fiesta 
Renault 12 
Talbot/Chrysler Alpine 
Triumph Dolomite 1500 
VW Beetle 


Average Petrol 


Mileage age of 


"expenditure 
per mile 
(pence) 


Servicing/ 
repairs 
expenditure 
per mile 


expenditure 
per mile 
(pence) 


*Unlike the larger table of post-1970 cars, the figures above are an approximation of likely expenditure, necessitated 
by the smaller sample of cars represented. 


THE HALF-DOZEN Cars listed here 
are seen on our roads in large 
numbers. But because their fre- 
quency in our survey is smaller 
than the models in the table 


MONTHLY EXPENDITURE 
MODEL-BY-ANALYSIS 
(post-1970 cars) 


Austin-Morris Mini 1000 
Allegro 1300 

Maxi 1750 

Marina 1300 Mk 1 
Marina 1300 Mk 2 
Marina 1800 Mk 1 
Datsun Cherry 

Sunny 1200 

Ford Escort 1100/Popular Mk 1 
Escort 1300 Mk 1 

Escort 13800 Mk 2 
Cortina 1300 Mk 3 
Cortina 1600 Mk 3 
Cortina 1600 Mk 4 
Cortina 2000 

Capri 1600 
Talbot/Chrysler Avenger 
Hunter 

Vauxhall Viva 1300 
Chevette 1300 

Cavalier 


HERE ARE the commonest cars on 
Britain’s roads and in our sur- 
vey’s 12,000 sample. 

Of special interest, because of 
the similarity in their ages and 
average monthly mileage, are the 
Morris Marina 1300 Mk2, Ford 
Escort 1300 Mk2, and Vauxhall’s 


Last year, the Vauxhall Chevette was in the Top 10 of bestsellers; it’s at the top of our fuel-expenditure table, too 


26 


below, the figures here can give 
only an impression of how much 
they cost to run. 

True to form, owners of the 
youngest of the bunch, the Ford 


Average Petrol 


Mileage age of 
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successful Chevette 1300 model. 

The comparison earns a pat on 
the back for BL Cars. In the year 
ending June 1980, the Marina 
owner’s total expenditure per 
mile of 5.8p compares most 
favourably against that for the 
two other models: Chevette own- 


expenditure 
per mile 


Fiesta, spent a creditable 5.2p per 
mile. Owners of the bigger Talbot 
Alpine, another model under 
three years old, recorded the 
next-best outlay 7.7p per mile. 


-Servicing/ 
repairs 
expenditure 
per mile 
(pence) 


Total 
expenditure 
per mile 
(pence) 
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ers part with 6.5p per mile, and 
Escort drivers 7. Ip. 

But it’s the Chevette owner 
who tops the fuel consumption 
table — an impressive 3.8p per 
mile. Hard on his heels come the 
Austin-Morris Mini 1000 driver, 
spending (3.9p). 


_that the number of private car 


OE, particular. foreign makes 


£9164 PER YEAR to run a car — 
that’s the figure predicted by our 
Index researchers for 25 years’ 
time. Within this staggering - 
amount is an annual petrol bill of 
£5572 and one for servicing and 
repairs of £1692. Don’t be too 
disheartened, though, for you'll | 
also be earning about £952 per | 
week, if inflation continues to 
increase at an average of 10% per 
year to the end of the century — 
as many leading economists are 
currently predicting. 

It’s not just straightforward 
cost inflation that faces today’s 
younger drivers. As graph 3 
shows, expenditure on petrol 
(adjusted to today’s prices) will 
be more than double 1980’s level 
by 2005 — and our forecasts allow 
for an improvement in consump- 
tion of about 1% per annum as _ 
technical developments improve | 
engine efficiency. : 

No change in fuel source is | 
anticipated. Despite talk of a. 
return to steam-, electricity- or gas- 
powered cars, Index research- 
ers expect that personal trans- 
port will continue to rely on oil- 
based fuels, while industry and ~ 
heating systems use coal or gas. 
Also taken into account in the fig- 
ures is a probably decrease in the 
average size of car engines. At — 
present, 58% of cars registered 
within the past 10 years have 
engines of 1300cc or less, and this ~ 
proportion will probably rise to— 
around 75% by year 2005. 

Our first graph shows that — 
one of the most-important trends - 
will be further increases in the 
proportion of foreign cars on Brit- 
ish roads. Taking the trend i) 


cars registered within the last 10 
years (about 66% of all cars on the ~ 
roads), the current proportion of 
27% is predicted to rise steadily to. 
more than 85% by 2005 — aided 
by foreign cars penetrating “@ 
secondhand market. : 

Within this time, however, 
government forecasts suggest 


will increase from more than 
14million to about 23million, so- 
there will still be a considerable” 


will be reflected in the increased 
numbers of smaller-engined cars, ~ 
and lower fuel and servicing/ 
repair costs per mile. Average” 
insurance premium levels for 
such cars will remain inflated, 
however, until the market shares 
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spare parts and repairs fall. 
_ Generally, Index researchers 
expect mileage per car to remain 
at today’s level of 8000-9000 
a year. The factors influencing 
this assumption are an increase in 
multi-car households, and motor- 
ists’ reactions to increased fuel 
prices, both of which will tend to 
lower the average mileage of each 
car. This trend will be balanced 
by the effects of further declines 
in public transport services, par- 
ticularly in rural areas, and an 
increase in the number of driving 
licences per household. The peak 
of 9000 miles per year in our sec- 
ond graph, in 1985, reflects 
expected improvements in the 
British economy in the mid 1980s, 
when more disposable income 
should be available following the 
current recession. 

In calculating the cost of 2005’s 
servicing and repairs, we have 
allowed for an extension of the 
current trend towards cars that 
require less-frequent servicing 
and are easier and cheaper to ser- 
vice and repair. Our figures are 
based on a 10% per year increase 
for inflation, but reduced by 1% 
per annum to allow for these 
improvements. Insurance and 
‘Other’ costs will tend to increase 
in line with inflation, leading to no 
true increase in motorists’ expen- 
diture. This prediction will be 
affected, of course, by changes in 
vehicle taxation. 

The future according to the 
Index’s compilers is not, there- 
fore, as bleak as it might first 
seem. Their message is that the 
private car is here to stay — until 
year 2005 at least — and that 
improvements in its engineering 
will make a significant contribu- 
tion towards moderating rises in 

motoring costs. 
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ANNUAL EXPENDIT COSTS PER MILE 


Servic- Servic- 
ing/ Insur- ing/ 
End Petrol Repairs ance Other Total Annual Petrol Repairs Total 
year (£) (£) (£) (£) (£) Mileage (£) (£) (£) 


1975 250.8 94.6 32.8 70.2 448.4 8175 3.07 1.16 5.48 
1980 515.2 183.2 66.6 108.8 873.8 8500 6.06 ee ke 10.28 
1985 829.4 285.8 107.4 WZ 52 1397.8 9000 9.22 3.17 15.53 
1990 1335.4 445.9 172.9 282.1 2236.3 8750 15.26 5:10 25.56 
1995 2149.9 695.5 278.4 454.3 3578.1 8500 25:29 8.18 42.09 
2000 3461.4 1085.0 448.2 731.4 5726.0 8500 40.72 12.76 67.04 
2005 995/2.9 1692.6 721.6 J Wate 9164.6 8250 of/irate: 20.52 111.09 


1 FOREIGN CAR PRESENCE 
(AS A PROPORTION OF CARS REGISTERED) 
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HEN THE then-Transport 

Minister Ernie Marples 
(above) radioed for the barriers to 
be lifted on the first section of the 
M1 on Monday 2 November 
1959, he wondered quite what 
he’d unleashed. Next day in the 
papers, he declared himself 
‘frightened’ at the disregard for 


safety as hundreds of trucks and: 


cars poured on to the broad new 
highway at unheard-of speeds. 

Some things haven’t changed 
— police chiefs and transport 
ministers still berate motorists for 
reckless driving on motorways, 
and the M1 in Northamptonshire 
is dubbed ‘Lemmings Way’ by 
traffic police. 

Other things have changed in 
21 years of our first major M-way: 
traffic has climbed to levels that 
couldn’t have been envisaged at 
planning stage; some sections 
have been literally worn out; 
speeds have come down — 
remember the days when AC 
tested Le Mans cars at 200mph on 
dawn runs? We’ve gained M-way 
lighting, safety barriers, fog light- 
ing. . .and ‘motorway madness’. 

For some people, the M1 has 
been a vital part of working life. 


Peter Tabiner was a young 
constable on 2 November 1959, 
as he eased his Ford Farnham 
Estate down the slip road, to start 
- Northamptonshire’s first M-way 
patrol. Just 10 minutes later, he 
was Called to the first M1 acci- 
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dent, as two trucks clipped each 
other in the poor, early-morning 


light. With his colleague John 
Mays, Tabiner has seen 21 years 
of the motorway in various 
capacities. Both are now chief 
inspectors, with enough M-way 
stories to fill a book. 

It was John Mays who took 


ee as 


charge of the horrendous accident 
in 1974 when more than 200 vehi- 
cles piled into each other in the 
fog. And 15 years earlier, it had 
been Peter Tabiner who'd had to 
deal with the very first fatal acci- 
dent; fog again was the culprit. 
It was Mays who found a 
Dutch family ensconced on the 


It’s 21 today — well, 2 November, to 
be exact. MIKE HILL presents the key 
to the doorway to ‘Hatfield and the 
North’ and remembers the early 
days on the road 


central reservation, cooking — 
beans and toast; and another of — 
Tabiner’s colleagues received, — 
full-frontal, the contents of a 
baby’s potty when he went to — 
investigate a motor-caravan — 
camped on the hard shoulder. 

‘We’ve stopped an old lady of | 
80 who was cycling up the | 
motorway,’ recalls John Mays. 
‘And we’ve certainly had people 
driving the wrong way, especially 
in the early days before the crash 
barriers were erected. Then there 
was the coach crash with 22 
Irishmen from a tug of war team; 
all escaped injury because they 
were so inebriated that they just 
fell about.’ 

There was the panic after 
reports of cars being shot at; 
among the debris of shattered © 
windscreens and peppered vehi- 
cles, Mays found that a case of © 
cartridges had fallen from a pas-— 
sing truck and were exploding as — 
cars ran over them. 

Less easily solved was the mys- 
tery of the piano and stool parked 
on the hard shoulder! ‘And there ~ 
was the day that we all turned — 
green,’ remembers Mays. ‘We ~ 
were called to an overturned lorry © 
in the snow; as we stood there, we ~ 
noticed that we were all going © 
green. Canisters of copper chem- 
ical had exploded on impact, gone 
into the atmosphere and then ~ 
come down again with the snow!’ © 

It’s not all laughs on the M1, of | 
course. It was no laughing matter 
to pull the dead driver of an 
E-type from his wreck after a 
110mph smash caused by only) 
one of the four brakes working 
when applied. It’s no great satis- 
faction for Northants police to’ 
hold the ‘record’ for the number 
of dead in one vehicle (seven) or” 
the biggest pile-up (201 vehicles). 7 

They’ve seen silly accidents; a 
coach fitted with the wrong tyres: 
that blew-out at high speed; a 
horse embedded in a VW Beetle 


‘fluke’ accidents: the articulated 
lorry full of scaffolding which 
stopped so suddenly that a follow- 
ing van impaled itself on its tail, 
killing the driver. Mays found 
that a passing car had thrown up 
something that had knocked off 
the air-brake tap and triggered the 
‘deadman’ brakes. 

John Mays is happier to 
remember the sight of his patrol 
officers conducting community 
singing with four coachloads of 


_kids perched on the embankment 
after a coach broke down. 


Mick Munnery must have passed 
Mays and Tabiner hundreds of 
times in the past 21 years. Mick 
Munnery is a trucker. Today, he 
runs his own truck-delivery busi- 
ness, but in November 1959, he 
was running trucks around the 
country for a general haulier. ‘We 
weren’t supposed to use the 
motorway. Trucks were blowing 
tyres all over the place. You have 
to remember that there had beena 
20mph-limit for trucks on ordi- 
nary roads, and a truck that could 
do more than 40 was a fast motor. 
Tyres just weren't up to it: 
remoulds and recuts were fine at 
around 20mph, but on the motor- 
way. . . our guv’nors were not at 
all happy. 

‘Vehicles improved and got 
faster, though; now, I wouldn’t 
dream of travelling north without 
the M1. It’s been the biggest thing 
in transport. Should have been 
built years before. You imagine 
all that lorry traffic now using the 
old roads. You’d never move 
anything.’ 

The M1 changed more than 
that. It changed an attitude 
among drivers. ‘It’s a lonely 
place,’ says Mick. ‘In the old 
days, there wasn’t the mad rush. 
You'd arrange to meet up with 
your mates at a caff somewhere 
— there were hundreds of them 


‘We stopped an old lady of 80 who was 
cycling up the motorway.’ Peter Tabiner ‘ 
and John Mays have spent 21 years on 

The Road. Not much would surprise 
them... but a lot of people have tried. 


HARD SHOULDER 


End of the road for AC Cobra — the 
1965 limit stopped M1 speed tests 


on the old trunk roads. And if you 
had a breakdown or had a load 
shift, by the time you’d got your 
gear out, three or four other 
trucks would have stopped to 
help. Esprit de corps, in those 
days. Any problem, you'd be 
quickly sorted out and on your 
way. Now, on the M1, they'll run 
you down. No friendliness any 
more. Not like it was in the old 
trucking days.’ 

Like any long-time M1-user, 
Mick’s got his fund of crazy 
stories. ‘The one that frightened 
me most was the day I was over- 
taking another truck with 4000 
gallons of spirit behind . . . and 
there was a Morris 1100 coming 
towards me in my lane. In it were 
three old ladies and a vicar, all 


nattering away! But the daftest 


thing was a Mini parked in the 
centre lane, with the driver jack- 
ing it up to charige a wheel! That’s 
the only time I’ve reported any- 
one to the police.’ 

There are times when Mick 
harks back to the good old days 
before 1959, but he knows he 
can’t put the clock back. ‘With a 
truck, you need the motorway to 
get the job done quickly — even 
with all the hold-ups we get now’. 


Hold-ups are something that 
Tony Homer knows something 
about. Responsible for mainte- 
nance and debris collecting at the 
Department of Transport in Lon- 
don, he has to keep a worn-out 
motorway working and doing a 
job that it was never designed to 
do in the 1950s. 

“The M1 has had its first life. It 
was never designed for the 
100,000 vehicles a day that we get 
now — 20% of them heavy trucks. 
It’s not just a question of repairs 
— when we mend a section, we 
have to upgrade it at the same 
time. The original ‘‘spec’’ for the 
‘‘pavement’’ was 20in thick; now, 
it’s 30in. And we have to try to 
carry out this work without delay- 
ing traffic more than necessary.’ 

It’s not the most rewarding of 
jobs. Any motorist held up by 
roadworks knows the anger that 
comes from impotence as he sits 
fuming in a queue, unable to turn 
off or even to stop by the road- 
side. Tony Homer gets a lot of 


‘We weren't supposed to 
use the motorway in 
1959,’ says trucker 
Mick Nunnery. 
‘Tyres just weren't 
up to it: remoulds 
and recuts were 
fine at 20mph, 
but on the 
motorway...’ 


letters from motorists about 
roadworks — particularly about 
roadworks that appear to be con- 
cerned with anything but work. 
‘Every motorist is a better 
highway engineer than we are. 
It’s understandable, I suppose. 
He crawls past three miles of 
pyloned-off carriageway on 
which nothing seems to be hap- 
pening, and he gets frus- 
trated. That’s always our 
biggest complaint from 
motorists. But there’s 
always areason. We have 
machines that have to be 
driven slowly down the 
carriageway to test the 
condition of the pavement 
— we have to cordon off 
several miles of carriage- 
way for that. Or for the 
_ machine that cleans all the 
lighting down a stretch of 
the road.’ 
He’s very keen to impress 
that they do try to work at nights 


and at weekends, and that they do 
try to go for short working con- 
tracts to minimise those six-lane 
hold-ups to motorists. 

Motorists don’t, however, help 
by dropping things for his chaps 
to clear up. Like a complete Port- 
akabin that was found in the out- 
side lane. Or the tin tacks that 
spilled continuously from a truck 


‘ 


c 


to close a 39-mile section while © 


they were swept up ... by hand. 
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Love it, or hate-it, we can’t do — 


without the M1. Worn out it may 


be, but it still keeps going -—~ 
£10million will go into patching it _ 


up this year alone. The irony is 
that, to keep it working, the DoT 
is currently considering long- 
distance diversions to get traffic 
off the M1 while the ‘Forth 


Bridge’ maintenance programme 
is carried out. Northwards up the 
A5, south down the Al. For Mick 
Munnery and his mates, it would 
be just like old times! 
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The name Daihatsu is as unfamil- 
iar to British car buyers as Datsun 
was a decade ago. Yet Daihatsu 
was the first Japanese company to 
launch a small car in Britain — 
way back in the 1960s. 

That was an unsuccessful dip 
into British waters, but the com- 
pany has now grown to BL’s size 
and is back in Britain with the 
Charade. True to its name, this 
tiny newcomer set our testers 
guessing, for under its bonnet 
there are only three cylinders to 
drive the front wheels. 

While newspaper headlines 
sang the promises of BL Cars’ 
100mpg car for tomorrow, we 
borrowed the three-pot petrol- 
saver that you can buy today, in 
its XTE trim. 


How it goes 
There’s nothing new about 
three-cylinder cars: the two- 
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stroke DKW design has been fol- 


lowed by cars as recent as the 
Saab 96 and the Wartburg Knight. 
However, they were all ‘petroil’ 
engines — oil-burning two- 
strokes — so the Charade’s 
overhead-cam four-stroke unit, 
with three cylinders consuming 
3-star fuel, and with a contra- 
rotating balancing shaft, is a 
unique package. 

The theory is that 33lcc of 
carefully designed cylinder and 
combustion chamber provides 
the optimum in four-stroke effi- 
ciency, and that three of them 
offer the best compromise bet- 
ween power increases and fric- 
tion losses. 

How does it work in practice? 
Well, our properly-run-in 993cc car 


proved more than a match for all 
the other 1litre superminis that we 
have tested. Not one of them 
could catch the Charade — either 
chasing through the gears or slog- 
ging away from 30mph in fourth 
gear. Even in its overdrive fifth 
gear, this remarkable little car will 
accelerate as smartly as most can 
manage in a noisier fourth, yet 
this ratio is intended for econo- 
mical cruising, not overtaking. 
We admire the skill of 
Daihatsu’s engineers in providing 
such a well-developed gear link- 
age, too. The Charade’s does 
have a slightly springy action to 
remind one that the stick is some 
distance away from the gears, but 
otherwise it is as helpful as could 
be wished for, with a short, light 


movement between the slots, and 
a sensible spring bias to the cen- 
tral third-fourth plane. 

At first, the choice of ratios 
seems unusual: the three lower 
gears don’t permit very high road 
speeds before the 6000rpm red 
line is reached on the tachometer. 
However, Daihatsu knew what it 
was doing, because fourth can 
take over from the ambling third 
to provide eager acceleration. 
This ratio also masks the three- 
cylinder engine’s tendency to 
low-speed roughness and imbal- 
ance, especially around 2000rpm. 
The only time the engine does feel 
rough is in its first pull-away from 
rest — though it’s surprising how 
quickly drivers can get used to the 
effect, with a little help from the 
soft, progressive clutch and 
smooth accelerator. 

The XTE, which is_ better- 
equipped and trimmed than the 


__._ John Mason 


, 
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XG model, has an impressive list 
of driving features for its modest 
asking-price: an odometer (over- 
reading 727%), a rev counter, rear 
wash-wipe and an intermittent 
setting for the front wipers, in 
addition to the full, neat facia lay- 
out that both Charades share. 

Our only criticism of the 
neat instruments concerns their 
deep recessing, which makes 
them hard to read in poor day- 
light. Fortunately, the driving 
-position feels right from the first 
time you settle into the well- 
designed seat, and longer 
acquaintance has done nothing to 
dispel this favourable initial 
impression. Some testers found 
the backrest adjusters stiff to 
work, but the effort is worth it; 
maximum legroom is generous for 
a small car, though the sliders 
stop too short of the pedals — odd 
for an Oriental car. 

It’s curious that only Renault 
and Japanese makers locate the 


indicator stalk on the proper —. 


righthand — side, and the 
Charade’s also controls the wip- 
ers. The lighting stalk, on the 
other side of the column, has a 
handy parking-lamp position, 
and, should you leave it set in any 
other position when getting out, a 
warning buzzer sounds. 

The Charade is also disting- 
uished by being one of the few 
Japanese cars with rack-and- 
pinion steering and a thoroughly 
modern suspension that, on 
paper, is similar to a Ford 
Fiesta’s. Yet, in practice, it still 
lags behind Europe’s best. It feels 
grippy and answers the helm well 
enough when travelling on 
billiard-table surfaces, but any 
uneveness sets the suspension 
weaving and wandering discon- 
certingly. This inability to follow 
accurately its nose never 
develops into anything serious, 
but it does take all the fun out of 
bend-swinging. It’s also unsteady 
on a windy motorway. 


How comfortable 
Having surprised us with its wil- 
refined engine, 


ling, the 


HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Daihatsu 
Charade XTE, taking into 
consideration its rivals, its price and 
what kind of car it’s meant to be. 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
0000000000 


FUEL ECONOMY 
0000000000 


HANDLING/STEERING 
@@@O000000 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@0060000000 


INTERIOR/LUGGAGE SPACE 
®@@@@000000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
@@@@@00000 


DRIVER AIDS 
0000000000 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
@©000080000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
@000000000 


EASE/COST OF REPAIR 
@@@@000000 


Charade’s suspension brought us 
down to earth with a bump; but 
for the good front seats, which 
absorb shocks and support the 
spine well, the ride would feel 
even more turbulent. The way 
it jars over sudden dips and ridges 
on the test track is even more 
abrupt. On British roads, the 
Charade doesn’t jolt occupants 
too badly, but it dances about 
noticeably when only the driver is 
aboard, and deteriorates into a 
queasy wallow when fully loaded. 
It’s too restless for our comfort. 

While the rear seat is not as 
supportive as those up-front, its 
respectable legroom is compar- 
able to a Renault 5’s. The prob- 
lem here is that the cushion has 
been set low in order to improve 
headroom — so spoiling the seat’s 
shape and support. There is little 
side support to keep passengers 
secure on corners, and no 


armrests are provided. There is, 
however, the benefit of four doors 
— still sufficiently unusual in 
small cars to be noteworthy. Back 
seaters have only the rear load 
canopy on which to store their 
oddments, and the boot space 
itself is limited, particularly in 
depth, when the rear seats are 
occupied. The boot also has a 
high load sill, but its carefully 
trimmed sides and carpeted floor 
(covering tools and spare wheel) 
make a good impression at the 
price. Extending the load plat- 
form to its full 42in is easy, so long 
as you haven’t got the family with 
you, and it’s fully carpeted. 
Always an easy starter, the 
Charade nevertheless requires a 
generous dose of choke for the 
first mile or so to prevent it 
stumbling and jerking under 
acceleration. Once warm, all 
hesitancy disappears, and the 
light steering helps to make town 
motoring undemanding — though 
we did hear complaints about 
poor over-the-shoulder vision. 
On the open road, with the 
tacho needle swinging beyond 
2000rpm, all reasons for com- 
plaint fade away. The engine is 
always audible, but it putters 
along with not a sign of those 


sonorous ‘booms’ that afflict so. 


many four-cylinder cars at certain 
speeds. The faster you go, the 
more the Charade impresses — 
even allowing for the speedo’s 


flattery (at 78mph, you’re still, 


legal). The Charade’s long-legged 
lope up the fast lane of a motor- 
way can be matched only by the 
latest Renault STL in its effort- 
lessness. Cleverly, it’s not all due 
to the overdrive fifth gear, for, 
even in fourth at SOmph, the 
Charade’s lack of mechanical 
fuss does not send one rushing for 
the highest gear. Wind noise from 
door frames and some tyre rum- 
ble are apparent at speed, but the 
transmission is quiet and the only 
significant body rattles on our car 
came from the seatbelts. At high 
speed, some vibration was gener- 
ated by the poorly balanced Dun- 
lop SP4 radials which could be 
eliminated easily. 

The heating and ventilation 
system is over-zealous and dif- 
ficult to control. Gentle warmth 
for the footwells and a cool breeze 
for the face can be attained, but it 
takes practice. Rear passengers’ 
toes are left out in the cold as the 
floor under the front seats hinders 
the rearward flow of air. The 
three-speed fan is quiet on its two 
lower settings, and boosts the 
ventilation as well as heating. 


How strong 

Our testers couldn’t help but be 
impressed with the generous 
amount of equipment offered at 
so reasonable a price on so hum- 
ble a car. Thoughtful details such 
as a coin rack and a cassette hol- 


DAIHATSU CHARADE XTE 4 
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Parts/repairs (inc VAT). 
clutch £45.85 (fitting 3.3hr) 
exhaust £65.93 (0.4hr) 

headlamp unit £5.64 (0.4hr) 
front bumper £38.92 (0.5hr) 
laminated windscreen £39.10 (1.2hr) | 


oil filter and points £7.00 (1.4hr) 
major service 6000 miles 3%hr) 


Insurance group 4 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage 


Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value N/A 

Capital interest N/A 

New cost inflation N/A 

Total standing costs N/A 

Running costs 

Petrol (£1.37 per gal) £343 

Insurance (av) £165 

Road tax and AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £188 

Total running costs=£782 (6.52p per mile) 
Total cost of ownership N/A 


HOW It COMPARES : 


aihatsu Charade 
Ford Fiesta 950L 
Toyota Starlet GL 
Renault 5TL 
Mini 850 City 
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ACCELERATION times in sec 


TOP SPEEDS 


max engine speed 

used 6500rpm 

max in top 4600rpm 

max in 4th gear 5700rpm 
standing % mile 

20.6sec 


ON-ROAD 
PRICE (£) 


466 
3580 
3261 
3658 
2837 
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BRAKES — pedal pressures and responses 


20 4 

VOeecOr sO e-40h e504 | G0 sO sS0Le 90: “L090 
% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within 
central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light 


Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop 
(ideal car would show no variation) 

40lb at start; 35Ib in constant use; 60Ib in severe use 
Watersplash Immediate recovery 


30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL 


THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH 
GEARS (SEC) GEAR (SEC) (% G/LB) (FT/IN) 


21.0 26.3 (4th 100/60-70 11’ 5” 
22.2 36.2 97/50 11’ BY2" 
23.2 41.5 100/65 12.3, 
22.3 37.4 94/55 deer 
41.8 50.4 97/70 10’ 0” 


FUEL 3-star/94 octane min 

Consumption — normal range 

hard driving, heavy traffic 38Yempg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 40mpg 
short journeys in the suburbs 4impg 
brisk driving — 50mph cruising 49mpg 
gentle driving — rural roads 58Yempg 


typical mpg overall 48mpg 
realistic tank range 290 miles/6gal 


Consumption at steady speeds 4th 
30mph 80mpg 
56mph 51mpg 
7omph Bmp 40M 
SAFETY CHECKS 
steering: energy head restraints: front? Yes 
absorbing? Yes rear? No 
good road ‘feel’? Yes _ interior: well padded? No 
brakes: powerful? Yes __w/screen: laminated? Yes 
sensible effort? Yes doors: childproof? Yes 
fade resistant? No latches crashproof? Yes 
belts: effective? Yes petrol: shielded 
convenient? No filler? Yes 
fitted in rear? No protected tank? Yes 


MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
LEGROOM  LEGROOM _ TURNS/ 
FRONT (IN) REAR(IN) CIRCLE (FT) 


40 3612 312/33 

40 39% faeoVeae 
35 3/31 

39 4%4/33 

2%4/30 
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der in the centre console, tinted 
glass and good-quality trim mater- 
ials (including looped-pile carpet 
throughout) are what most Euro- 
pean makers reserve for their 
plushest models. The standard 
pushbutton radio is another 
bonus — though ours had tuning 
problems. There were other 
minor irritations, too, such as the 
lack of a dipping mirror, the 
absence of a rubber insert in the 
driver’s carpet, and fragile seat- 
belt trims that were already tear- 
ing and pulling away from the cen- 
tral door pillars. Impressive, but 
not yet perfect. 

Outside, chrome of indifferent 
quality decorated the sturdy 
bumpers, but the quality of the 
paintwork is most reassuring, 
with many seams sealed by pvc 
strip to prevent blistering. 
Underneath, the good work 
extends to careful priming and 
painting, supplemented by gal- 
vanised steel in particularly vul- 
nerable areas, plastic liners under 
front wings, a flexible Tectyl wax 
coating for the centres of the 
floorpans, and an aluminized- 
steel exhaust system. But why 
does Daihatsu then stop short and 
leave box sections and door sills 
unprotected? The Charade is an 
ideal candidate for post-purchase 
rust-proofing to complete the 
otherwise reassuring protection. 

Apart from grasses clinging to 
the good-quality seat fabric, and 
heel wear on the driver’s carpet, 
the Charade is easy to keep clean. 
It’s a delight to see the useful bag 
of hand tools provided, together 
with a tin of touch-up paint, and 
the jack is easy to use, too, once 
you have located it properly. 


How safe 
The Charade’s cornering may be 
disconcerting at first, but familiar- 
ity confirms that it is not unstable. 
The brake pads are quite small, 
but they prove almost ideal in all 
conditions, except sustained hard 
use, when fade required a doub- 
ling of brake-pedal effort to 
achieve the same stopping power. 
The system also takes some time 
to recover, too. Its best feature is 
its emergency-stop performance: 
not only did it deliver 100% grav- 
ity braking at an ideal 60lb pedal 
pressure, but it proved just as 
efficient when you stamp even 
harder. The handbrake-on telltale 
lamp is a helpful feature, there’s 
another to warn you ifa stop-lamp 
has failed, and the interior roof 
lamp will stay illuminated if any of 
the doors are not shut properly: 
More safety padding in the roof 
and behind the sun visors is 
needed, plus some reinforcement 
to the backs of the front seats. 
The seatbelts are excellent in fit 
and ease of use — until the driver 
changes gear, when he bangs his 
elbow on the centre buckle: it 
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couldn’t be worse placed if one 
tried! The fuel tank is well-sited to 
limit petrol spillage in a major 
crash, and a laminated screen is 
standard, a good feature for so 
cheap a car. Even the head 
restraints are simplicity to adjust. 


How much 
When all talk of acceleration and 
high-speed cruising is done, the 
64,000-dollar question that most 
small-car owners ask is ‘What’s 
its mpg?’ The answer’s easy. The 
Charade is the second-most- 
economical four-wheeled vehicle 
that we have tested — the best 
being the £1400-more-expensive 
VW Golf LD diesel. Admittedly, 
we haven’t yet tried the Suzuki 
SC100X, but everything looks 
second-best when it comes to per- 
formance with economy. The 
Citroen Dyane, for example, 
gave us 47mpg overall, but it is 
yawningly slow compared to the 
Charade; the Fiat 126 is even 
slower and more cramped. The 
Charade’s mpg lead widens to 
about 7mpg when compared to 
the Ford Fiesta 1000L and VW 
Polo 900L — and they are slower. 
Despite its limited tank capac- 
ity and a gauge that frightens you 
into a filling station when there 
are still two gallons left, it is poss- 
ible to cover nearly 300 miles 
without too much nail biting. The 
handbook declares that 2-star is 
acceptable, but the ‘pinking’ that 
this diet created prompts us to 
recommend 3-star, though all our 


performance testing was done on 
the recommended lower grade. 
It’s good to see the locking filler 
flap (released by the one key that 
fits everything else), and filling to 
the brim is easy. Underbonnet 
dipstick checks are equally con- 
venient, and our car didn’t use a 
drop of oil in 1000 miles. 

Underbonnet accessibility for 
all routine jobs is very good, and 
there’s one less sparkplug to 
clean and replace. As is often the 
case with Japanese cars, the ser- 
vice schedule is onerous and 
time-consuming, with an oil 
change every 3000 miles and a 
major service every 6000. This 
plus moderately expensive parts 
prices add up to high servicing 
costs if you don’t do it yourself. 
Prices for some long-term 
replacement items are very fierce 
indeed — more than £100 for a 
radiator or a starter motor. 

The final reminder that more 
mpg doesn’t automatically mean 
cheap running is the Charade’s 
group 4 insurance rating: only one 
company known to us rates it as 
group 3. The extra insurance 
premium alone will swallow the 
Charade’s fuel-cost advantage 
over such group-1 cars as the 
Austin-Morris Mini 1000 and 
Ford Fiesta 1000. 

The handbook’s pidgin Eng- 
lish gives little information about 
maintenance, so the absence of 
independent literature could 
cause problems for DIY services. 
Dealers number less than 100. 


Verdict 

The Charade XTE played no 
games with us. It delivered fuel- 
consumption figures far beyond 
our expectations, and startled us 
with its lusty acceleration and 
quiet high-speed cruising. In fact, 
it’s such a game little package that 
even sceptical roadtesters were 
encouraged to forgive the 
Charade’s list of less-endearing 
attributes. 

The indifferent suspension is 
compensated for by better-than- 
average front seats, and the 
interior is so well-trimmed and 
equipped that it’s easy to overlook 
the dubious rear-seat support and 
poor luggage room. 

If there is any doubt about this 
engaging personality’s future, it is 
that petrol prices may not yet be 
sufficiently high to make motorists 
queue outside Daihatsu dealer- 


ships. But, if you’re a petrol-price | 


pessimist, the Charade will enter- 
tain you cheaply. 


ENGINE 
Type and size front-mounted 3- 
in-transverse-line, water-cooled; 76mm 


. borex 75mm stroke=993cc; 4 main bear- 


ings with iron block/alloy head 
Compression ratio 9.0:1 

Valve gear single overhead camshaft 
(belt driven) actuating rockers 

Fuel system one Aisan twin-venturi car- 


burettor (manual choke) fed by mechani- } 


cal pump from 7¥egal tank — no reserve 


Max power (DIN-net) 50bhp at} 


5500rpm 


Max torque (DIN-net) 53/b ft at i 


3000rpm 


TRANSMISSION i 
Clutch 6%in diaphragm spring single dry 


plate, cable operated; load/travel: 20Ib/|_ 


6Yin 

Gearbox 5-speed (all synchromesh) and 
reverse. Ratios: first 3.67:1, second 2.15:1, 
third 1.46:1, fourth 0.97:1, top 0.80:1 and 
reverse 3.53:1 

Final drive 4.28:1 to front wheels 


Mph per 1000rpm 18.4 in top gear; 15.1] 


in fourth gear 
CHASSIS 


Suspension — front: independent Mac- | ’ 
Pherson struts with integral coil springs. | 


Rear: dead beam axle with four trailin 


links, coil springs and a Panhard rod. ‘ 


Dampers: telescopic all round 


Steering rack-and-pinion, with 3% turns It 
between full locks. Turning circles aver- | 
age 33ft between kerbs, with 58ft in] 


response to one turn of wheel 


Wheels 4J (steel) with 155SR12 steel- | 


ah radial-ply tyres (Dunlop SP4 ontest | 
car 

Brakes dual line hydraulic — discs front, | 
drums rear with vacuum servo; low fluid | 
level and handbrake on telltales 


kerbweight 14cwt ie 


> overall length 11ft 5in | 
overall width 4ft 11¥2in} 
overall height 4ft Sin |) 
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Clip out this form and 
post it in an unstamped 
envelope addressed to: 
AA Insurance Services Ltd., 
FREEPOST, 
is aa tine ee Newcastle on Tyne NE99 2RP. 
Please use BLOCK CAPITALS ; initials surname 
Mr/Mrs/ Miss 


Membership No. (if applicable)| 


Add 
erg FOR OFFICE 


USE ONLY 


Post Code ; | 
4 


Is your present motor insurance giving you all the cover you bed ae aa ot ~ 
want... dependably? All the discounts you could qualify for? Eve 


At the best value on the market? Occupation(s) ............-.- Yeu Ss. eee .Employer's Business . 


It could pay you to find out now . . . before your next About your car 

premium comes due. You can obtain a check on your Make and model of car including details of modifications 
premium and cover by using the AA’s computer service. The 
service is free and sifts through a whole range of policies 
arranged with leading insurance companies and at Lloyds, to 
select the quotation that suits you best. And you can be sure 
with AA buying power and expertise, you can have the best When do you use your Car? *Please delete the word that does not apply. 
cover at minimum cost.. In addition to private use, will the car be used for: 


(a) Driving to work on three or more days a week? NO/YES* 


Engine cc 


Check some of the discounts you might be eligible for... A 
20% discount if driving is restricted to husband and wife. A 
10% discount if you are over 60, or if your car is over 6 years 
old. A no-claims discount up to 65% perhaps. . . or 
substantial occupational savings. You can pay by instalments 
too... . in fact as a motoring organisation we've tried to plan (LETS le Tete Th gg 
insurance to suit you in every way. So put that pen to good = FARRANNERENreNerEss as 
use . . . and freepost for the AA quote now. 


If YES, name city, town or suburb where you work 
(b) Business use by yourself only? 
(c) Business use by another person? 


(d) Commercial travelling? 


Comprehensive C] Third Party Fire & Theft ie Third Party Only C] 


If you wish to reduce the premium by bearing the cost of any damage to your car 
indicate( ~“ _) the appropriate amount: 
up to £25 [J up to £50 C] up to £100 [iss} 
Please indicate ( ~~ ) who will drive the vehicle: 
(a) Yourself only ; 
In the case of (b) and (c) please give 
&@ (b) Yourself and wife/ husband only details of other driver or in the case 
of (d) of youngest known driver. 


(c) Yourself and one named driver only 
(d) Any licensed driver Age 


Length full UK Driving Licence held 


When would you like cover to start? = day 


(Indicate when your present insurance ends). POS ae 


On that date: 


| ? oe ‘ (a) How old will you be? ites 
Insurance f= "<= 


(b) How long will you have held a full UK driving licence? 


s 4 ; & 
Services oe ty, Reo a Sa Fs (c) Have you been resident in the UK for 3 or more years? 


(d) How many years No Claims Discount 
will you be claiming in your own right? 


Have you or any other person who will drive the car: 


(a) Been convicted or have pending prosecutions for a motoring 
offence ? 


(b) Been involved in any accident or loss regardless of blame in the 
last five years? NO/YES* 


(c) Suffer from any physical disability or infirmity e.g. heart 
disease etc? NO/YES* 


eas 71 133 A 
‘@) ) i Bp) fax \f you answered YES to (a), (b), or (c), please give details on a separate sheet. 
(& mo —_ ) 


| The British Insurance Brokers’ Association Registered Office: Fanum House Basingstoke Hants RG21 2EA Read. No. 912191 England. 
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FORD FIESTA 1100L 


Hejustkeep — 
rolli along 


RENAULT 5GTL 


French § 


revolutions 


EVONSHIRE TEACHER J R 
‘Robbie’ Robinson is a 
motoring fanatic who admits he 
hasn’t the confidence to remove a 
sparkplug. But Robbie did have 
the good sense to draw up a six- 
point plan for choosing his new 
car. He needed: a hatchback; 
small overall size; the possibility 
of 50mpg; a low-compression 
engine; insurance of group 3 or 
better; and a model promising 
good future trade-in value. This 
scheme reduced his ‘possibilities’ 
to three: a Ford Fiesta 1100L, a 
Volkswagen Polo N and a 
Renault SGTL. In Robbie’s scor- 
ing, the Renault won on points, 
and duly joined our Long-Term- 
Test Club for a year’s appraisal. 
Robbie, 49, left the Army in 
1972 and is now responsible for all 
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nonitor the first year in the life of a reader’s new car 


| I T’S HARD to dampen the spirits 
of Peter and June Rivers: A 
year ago, this Fleet, Hampshire, 
couple were determined to buy a 
Ford Fiesta 1100L — a move that 
earned their enrolment into our 
Long-Term-Test Club. Here they 
take their leave from the Club 
after a low-mileage but eventful 
first year... 

The Fiesta was to be the Riv- 
ers’ first new car. ‘You can 
imagine how excited we were,’ 
said pipemaker Peter, 31. ‘I said 
when it was launched that it was 
the car for us — it’s economical 
and it looks good.’ 

A confirmed Ford fan, Peter 
never considered the possibility 
of a rival make. He went straight 
to Vick Brothers, of Farn- 
borough, Hampshire, to place his 
order, and was told that he could 
have his car some time in July 
1979. The salesman also agreed to 
pay the Rivers £1000 for their 
Ford Cortina 1600L. June asked 
if she should arrange a banker’s 
draft for delivery day, and was as- 
sured that it wouldn’t be necessary. 


MPH |ACCELERATION 


30-40 
30-50 
30-60 
30-70 


adult education and youth work in 
the a around Chulmleigh, 
Devon. ‘I teach sports and sex’ 
— he told us — ‘only we prefer to 
call the latter ‘‘adult education for 
personal relationships’’. 

‘Before I buy a car, I try to be 
totally objective and put all relev- 
ant facts down on paper. I have a 
test drive in every new car I can 
find, too, and this time I even 
went so far as to borrow a Citroen 
GS for a weekend.’ 

Within 20min of trading-in his 

Fiesta 1100L, with Henleys, of 
Exeter, Robbie delivered his new 
Renault into the hands of 
Exeter-based AA engineer Jack 
Smith. As Smith went to work, 
Robbie continued: ‘I got £2265 
for my old Fiesta — it was exactly 
two years old and had covered 
29,849 miles. I didn’t get any sort 
of discount on the Renault, so, 
with all the extras, the bill came to 
£4089.63. A radio/cassette player 
head-restraints and mudflaps 
came to another £200. 

‘This is my first Renault; and 
my initial impression is that the 
clutch action is sudden, the 
brakes can grab fiercely. 


‘lam an Al economy motorist 
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FORD FIESTA 1100L — HOW IT GOES 


times 
THROUGH GEARS insec 


By mid-August their loyalty 
was being stretched a little. They 
had been told that their car had 
not yet been built, and would not 
be imported from Ford’s Spanish 
factory until October. To rub salt 
in the wound, on the Friday even- 
ing, when they went to collect the 
car, they were told that a banker’s 
draft would now be necessary and 
that the Fiesta’s price had gone 
up while they had been waiting. 
Meanwhile, government had 
raised the VAT due on it; and 
their Cortina had depreciated and 
was now worth only £900... 

Peter and June not only agreed 
to all these increases but also 
spent £69 on a rust-protection 
treatment by Vick Brothers, £10 
on a passenger-door mirror and 
no less than £217 on a Ford 
radio/cassette player. 


Check 1 

As far as AA engineer Charles 
Stubbs was concerned, their wait 
had not been worthwhile. He 
expressed disappointment with 
Ford’s poor paintwork — heavy 


TOP SPEEDS 

max engine speed 
used 6600rpm; 

max in top 5250rpm; 
standing % mile 
20.5sec 


—and I don’t just mean economy 
in petrol; I mean economy in car 
ownership. It all started when I 
read about Mobil’s economy 
runs, 15 years ago. I took the sub- 
ject up seriously, with my first 
new Ford, in 1970. It was a Cor- 
tina 1300, and over 65,000 miles it 
managed 38.8mpg. I am a gentle 
driver, cruising between 40mph 
and 50mph. I do drive at 7O0mph 
on the motorway, but that is 
probably only 1% of my driving. 
Most of my driving is usually 
done down narrow country lanes 
— that’s why I need a small car. I 
also prefer slow-running long- 
stroke engines, and high torque at 


peat a : rt 


paint runs on the tailgate and rear 
panel, and arough area of paint on 
the offside wing and door — and 
with the quality of Vick Brothers’ 


pre-delivery inspection, which 
had allowed the car out still 
coated with some of its protective 
wax. The proprietary rust- 
prevention treatment had been 
applied only to those parts of the 
car that could easily be seen, for 
our fibre-optic probe showed lit- 
tle evidence of protection where it 
really counted. Said Stubbs: ‘The 
operator has been rather casual in 
applying the compound — it’s 
sprayed on the exhaust pipe and 


silencer, while other areas have . 


been missed altogether.’ 


Check 2, at 1361 miles 

Two months later, on 14 
December, the Rivers car had 
done little travelling. Peter was, 
however, quite happy with it, and 
had decided to do nothing about 
its poor paintwork as rectification 
could have made it worse. ..AA 
engineer Bernard Tasker agreed, 
reluctantly, that the Rivers had 


FUEL 4-star/97 octane min 
Consumption — normal range 


probably made the right decision 
— a sad reflection on the trade’s 
reputation. Underbody protec- 
tion had been applied to the areas 
previously missed, but all was not 
well under the bonnet. Tasker 
faulted the exhaust’s carbon- 
monoxide emission level and the 
dwell angle and timing at idle: it 
all added up to a tendency to mis- 
fire under load. On the rolling 
road, Tasker found the usual 
optimism associated with Ford 
speedometers: at 70mph, the 
speedo registered 76mph, but this 
was deemed acceptable. 

A brake test on the AA’s 
sophisticated equipment revealed 
no significant problems, but the 
handbrake’s performance was 
marginally below the legal 
requirement. Both headlamps 
were now incorrectly aligned too 
high and too far to the right, but 
Tasker corrected them himself. 

Under the hoist, Tasker noted 
slight oil leaks around the Fiesta’s 
engine and gearbox. ‘At this 
stage, just keep an eye on them,’ 


he advised. June Rivers won- » 


short journeys in the suburbs 30%mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 343%4mpg 
brisk driving, mixed roads 37 %empg 
gentle driving — rural roads 45Vampg 
hard driving, heavy traffic 32mpg 


Typical mpg overall 
Realistic tank range 


Consumption at steady speeds 


38mpg 
235 miles/6Y4gal 


low revs. As I don’t use more 
than 5000rpm, I don’t need a 
fancy overhead cam.’ 

We told Robbie that, when it 
comes to economy calculations, 
he shouldn’t always believe what 
the odometer says. Smith then 
pointed out that the factory- 
applied underbody protection had 
been sprayed on to the exhaust, 
where it would burn off rather 
noxiously, and it also needed 
cleaning off some body panels 

‘Paintwork might be classed as 
factory-standard,’ said Smith, 
‘but there are a number of 


Not all the same under the skin — Smith points out paint faults to Robbie 


30mph 57%mpg 
56mph 423%mpg 
7Omph 34%4mpg 
max mph 23mpg 


see. On the driver’s door, there 
are paint defects caused by con- 
tamination; oh, and your. front 
bumper has already been bumped 
and left with a sharp edge.’ 

Before we could stop him Rob- 
bie reached out and proved Smith 
right by cutting his thumb. Smith 
left him nursing the wound while 
he conducted a road test. The 
result? ‘No criticism at all at this 
stage. Its handling is beautiful 
and, for a new car, its torque at 
low revs is good.’ 

Robbie was in high spirits: ‘I 
shall definitely go back to the 
dealer and have a word about the 
bumper. As for the little paint 
drips, well, I don’t think I’ll make 
an issue out of them.’ 

We waved goodbye and went 
our various ways — some slower 
than others. As Robbie later told 
us: ‘My brakes suddenly started 
to bind. I managed to get three 
miles towards home before I 
decided to call into Henleys to get 
the brakes sorted out — by then I 
was reduced to 1S5Smph. I drove 
like that for two miles, and the 
fault suddenly cleared itself.’ 

See you in two months’ time, 
Robbie — all being well. 
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LONG-TERM-TEST CLUB 
dered if fitting electronic ignition 
would be worthwhile as it had 
improved the starting of her 
father’s Saab, but Tasker advised 
her to leave well alone. 


Check 3, at 2367 miles 

February 1980 found the Rivers 
spirits at low ebb. A Christmas- 
holiday rainstorm had_ flooded 
their road and their car. Peter and 
June had spent a day mopping up 
in the Fiesta. 

‘Did you take the carpets out?’ 
asked Tasker. ‘The surplus water 
would have to go somewhere, and 
that’s where most of it is bound to 
go.’ To prove his point he 
loosened the carpet’s fastenings 
and reached underneath: the 
soundproofing was soaking. 
Peter and June were taken aback, 
and realised that much of the 
‘Fiesta’s interior would need 
stripping out — seats and all. 
They said they would book it into 
a garage, but Tasker quickly 
advised them to think again as the 
job would probably take a whole 
day at up to £10 an hour. 

Apart from its rising damp, the 
car’s oil seepages were no worse. 
The handbrake still required 
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adjustment and, on the road, 
there was a slight steering vibra- 
tion at 60-65mph and that familiar 
misfire under load. Apart from 
the engine adjustments already 
recommended, Tasker suggested 
that the occasional brisk drive 
might help. Peter admitted he 
rarely exceeded 40mph on his 
trips to and from work... 


Check 4, at 3820 miles 
Mid-May, and the River’s had 
still not aired out their flooded 
car. Engineer Tasker decided to 
see if some polish and elbow 
grease could improve the poorer 
areas of paintwork — which it 
did. He noted that the engine’s oil 
level was low, that its tappets 
were noisy, and that there was a 
slight leak from the nearside-front 
suspension strut. “Time for a ser- 
vice,’ said Tasker. 

The road-test again revealed a 
severe misfire under load, plus a 
tendency to ‘pinking’ and some 
excess travel of the brake pedal. 
Tasker advised Peter to push the 
Fiesta hard through the gears 
twice a week — or risk an expen- 
sive bill for a decoke. Peter, how- 
ever, was unperturbed: ‘When we 


bought our car, everyone said 
that buying new was a recipe for 
trouble — but they were wrong.’ 


Check 6, at 6086 miles 

At the end of July 1980 the Fiesta 
had just passed its first service. 
Peter and June had at last dried 


door-to-door salesman £8 to have 
its windows etched with the 
registration number in the hope of 
deterring thieves. 

Tasker noted that the tappets 
were extremely noisy — surpris- 
ing after a service — but Peter 
claimed reponsibility: he was 
‘handy with a feeler gauge... .’ 
Concluded Tasker: ‘Any 
replacement of parts will be a 
reflection more of the car’s 
limited use than of Ford’s short- 
comings.’ 

The Riverses, though, are con- 
tent: ‘We now have a useful 
knowledge of our car,’ says 
June; ‘your man taught us a lot. 

‘Peter now does easy things, 
like tappets’. . . but we’ll draw a 
veil over that. 

They plan to keep the car six 
years: perhaps we’ ll be back in 1985. 


CYK 111V Stewart Mann, an 


environmental-affairs officer. 
based in Halesowen, W Mid- 
lands, has driven 10 staff cars in 
20 years, but he rates his Fiesta 
the best yet. In his year, Mann 
covered 21,000 miles with no © 
breakdowns at all, and he reck- 
oned that his average fuel con- — 
sumption worked out at 40.6mpg. — 
‘The item which has annoyed 
me most has been the seatbelt — 
it twists in the guide — but I 
always wear it. My Fiesta is also © 
noisy at 60-70mph, and I have to ~ 
cover valuables with a car rug — © 
unlike some Continental hatch- — 
backs, the Fiesta doesn’t have a — 
parcels shelf, so there’s no other © 
way to hide them.’ 


BHX 806T Tony Poulton, a 

London-based AA traffic officer, — 
did 22,000 miles in his first year. © 
Poulton rates his Fiesta as being © 
more enjoyable than his Escort 
Popular, and it suffered no break- 
downs at all. Third gear was dif- 
ficult to engage at first but it eased 
with use, and there were several 
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little faults that Poulton was able 
to cure himself. 

During last winter, he disco- 
vered that the heater couldn’t 
cope with the coldest days — 
indeed, there was little variation 
between hot and cold settings. At 
7000 miles, water started to enter 
the car on the nearside, via door 
seals, and these were replaced 
under warranty. His Fiesta has 
had three 6000-mile services to 
date, and no serious faults have 
been discovered other than an oil 


leak on to the rear-offside brake 
lining. Petrol consumption has 
been only in the high 30s — a 
reflection of the large number of 
_urban miles that Tony drives. 


CVK 113V Ted May is a Basing- 
stoke, Hampshire-based adver- 
tisement representative: ‘I have 
been pleased with my Fiesta’s 


reliability, and its general comfort 
is good, considering that it is such 
a small car, The roadholding is 
excellent and it’s easy to park. 
My car cruises well at 60-70mph 
and doesn’t seem to use much oil. 
However, it has been very heavy 
on front tyres, which needed 
replacing at 13,000 miles. I am not 
pleased with everything, though: 
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the paintwork has rust spots, and 
consumption is an unremarkable 
37mpg overall.’ 


BHX 768T Tony Walton, an 
environmental-affairs inspector 
based in London, drove 21,000 
miles in his year, at an average of 
36/%mpg — which was enough to 
please him. ‘Its roadholding and 
acceleration make the Ford 
Escort feel like a tank by com- 
parison,’ he enthused. ‘My Fiesta 
has given me no trouble, though I 
took some time to get accustomed 
to the driving position: I couldn’t 
make my right foot comfortable 
when cruising. Now, the only 
source of irritation is the seatbelt, 
which always seems reluctant to 
move freely.’ 


CYK 112V Maurice Adlam, a 
highways inspector covering the 
West and Wales, was pleased to 
report 20,000 miles of incident- 
free motoring. His fuel consump- 
tion fluctuated between a worst of 
34Y%mpg and a best of 40/2mpg. 
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AFTER MANY 
YEARS of 
rumour, speculation 


and intrigue, here is the rea/ 
super-Mini the Austin mini Metro 
—now atthe Show and your local 
BL dealer. Measuring 14in longer 
than the 21-year-old Mini, it still 
occupies considerably less kerb 
space than most of its rivals. 
Small on the outside it may be, 
but there's enough room inside to 
match the best in its class, with 
space for four adults and their 
luggage. Helpful features are 
front seats that slide forward as 


FORD always maintained that it 
would cost too much to build. Car 
fleet buyers insisted that it would 
cost too much to maintain. But the 
new front-wheel-drive Escort is 
guaranteed to succeed. 

Ford’s trick was to include 
much of the Fiesta’s tried-and- 
trusted engineering in the new 
range — but with a new set of 
engines, fully independent rear 
suspension, and a hatchback 
body like no other. 

The current Fiesta’s 
1100cc engine powers 
the cheapest 
Escort, and the 
modern 


they tilt to give easy access to the 
rear, and the well-planned stow- 
age space for oddments. 

Most important of all, there are 
full-length tailgates on all five 
models, and all but the cheapest 
have a folding rear-seat backrest 
that splits into ¥%3 and % portions 
to give the Metro the most ver- 
satile luggage area in its class. 
The range of fixtures and fittings 


Welsh-made engines offer 
1300cc and 1600cc. They are 
similar to the new Opel/Vauxhall 
engine in using an iron block with 
an alloy cylinder head (the first 
time for Ford), with overhead 
camshaft and automatically 


adjusted hydraulic tappets. All 
engines except the 1100cc ver- 
sion have electronic ignition, too, 
so routine service times are now 
a fraction of the old Escort’s. 
Though it is less than an inch 


rank among the best in this mar- 
ket, with an impressive list of 
options ranging from sunroofs to 
trip computers. 

There are two sizes of engine, 
998cc and 1275cc, the smaller 
available in three different states 
of tune. DRIVE has sampled the 

economy-version 1.0 HLE 
and the _ top-of-the- 

range 1.3 HLS, 
and in this 
brief com- 
parison it 
was the 
smaller 
engine 
that impres- 
sed us the 
most. Obvi- 
ously, it didn't 
have 

t he 

punch. of 

the 1.3, but it worked 
more sweetly and with less noise. 
Both cars are impressive high- 
speed cruisers, though their 


TOPPE 


big-car comfort. Taller drivers 
might want more legroom, how- 
ever, and we were disappointed 
to find the steering wheel canted 
upwards at an awkward angle, 
Mini style. Pedal pads are on the 
small side, but the minor controls 
are thoughtfully planned. 
Running costs are a big 
small-car consideration, and the 
Metro promises cheap motoring 
with its servicing times cut to less 
than three hours a year. DRIVE’s 
brief pre-launch fuel Consump- 
tion test of a Metro 1.0 HLE 
recorded 83mpg at a constant 


low-speed performance around @@& 


town is bettered by the Ford 
Fiesta and Volkswagen Polo. But 
the Metro beats both of these big 
rivals with the relaxed and 
absorbent quality of its ride, and 
its handling and roadholding is 
nimble and safe. 

Visibility is excellent all round, 
and the driving seat gave us 


shorter than its predecessor, the 
new Escort is much roomier 
inside; only one car in this market 
has more rear legroom — the 
Austin Allegro. The new Escort 
can also accommodate loads up 
to 60in long, thanks to its folding 
rear seat. 

There's no doubt that the new 
Escort has considerable show- 
room appeal, but what's it like to 
drive? Well, our first impression 
was coloured by a model that 
had dodgy dampers: its steering 
and the comfort of its ride. were 
less than ideal ... Later, we 
sampled Escorts with all the dif- 
ferent engine options and, 
while their handling 

proved to be next- 
best to the Alfa 
Romeo 


» 


weight saloon: 


30mph and 62mpg at a steady: 


Alfasud's, their ride is bettered 
by the Volkswagen Golf. It’s a 
compromise in engineering 
costs that will not please 
everyone. 

We put a stopwatch on the 
1300L, and the results were dis- 
appointing for a 69bhp _light- 
0-60mph in 
15sec, and a _ top-gear 
30-50mph _ slog of 
13.2sec. These 
drawbacks of its 


offset by trend- 

setting fuel 

economy fig- 
ures and relaxed 

Cruising. 

The driving seat 

supports well, just 
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50mpnh. If this is confirmed by our 
full roadtest, the 1litre Metro will 
zoom straight into the top three of 
DRIVE’s fuel-savers’ chart. The 
petrol companies losses will be 
Austin’s gain. Price to be 
announced Maximum speed 
88mph Government mpg urban 
41.5; steady 56mph, 58.3; steady 
75mph, 41.7. 


care 


like the latest Cortina’s, and the 
controls’ layout feels just right. Its 
precise gear shift is a/most as 
good as the old Escort’s — which 
nevertheless is very acceptable. 
Minor quibbles are illuminated 
heater controls that can get in 
your eyes at night, and 
shallow sun visors 
thatcan'tblock . 
the even- 


fe DROOLING HERE. No less 


than three new Rolls-Royces 
get their first (official) airing atthe 
Show: the Silver Spirit (above), 
the Bentley Mulsanne, and a 
long-wheelbase version of the 
Spirit — the Silver Spur. 
Contrary to rumours about 
Italian stylists, the new trio has 


i! been designed entirely by Rolls 
SS at Crewe. The engineers’ brief 


was to combine modern 
aerodynamics with the breed's 
traditional elegance, which has 
resulted in a lower waistline, 
wider lamp clusters, and curved 
door window glass with a total of 
30% more glass than in previous 
models. 

Details such as price (yes, it’s 
very expensive) and engine 
power (‘Adequate, Sir’) are, as 
usual, absent from Rolls-Royce’s 
literature, but DRIVE has managed 
to extract a few less-closely 


ing sun. Impressive warning 
lamps are a feature of GL and 
Ghia models; they monitor levels 
in your radiator, sump and 
washer bottle. One 1600 GL's 
silicon-chip technology was not 
infallible, however. Our tester 
was frightened into a layby by a 
‘radiator boiling’ warning lamp 
glowing without good reason. 
The new Escort proves that the 
space gain of a front-wheel-drive 
layout pays dividends. But we 
were disappointed at times by 
the new engines’ sound and feel. 
The result is not very thrilling, but 
nevertheless very practical. Price 
on the road £4161 Maximum 
speed 93mph Fuel consump- 
tion 38mpg overall. 
See our full road-test of the new 
Escort 1600 in the next 


«Rugby players might just survive the inevitable 
scrum around Motor Show 1980’s hundreds of tempt- 
ing cars. But the rest of DRIVE’s readers can stay on 
the ball with our six-page guide to the cars that stop- 
ped our fast-moving testers in their wheeltracks. 


guarded secrets. 
The designers have been 
at work since 1974 on the new 
rear Suspension system, improv- 
ing the heavy body's handling 
and ride comfort, and reducing 
road noise. The system uses coil 
springs as well as gas ‘springs’ 
which also act as integral dam- 
pers and height adjustment units. 
An unusual ‘first’ in the new 
suspension is the use of hyd- 
raulic system mineral oil in the 
height adjustment and braking 
systems. Rolls-Royce has disco- 
vered that HSMO is superior to 
conventional brake fluid in that it 
works with less friction, and is 
non-corrosive too. The well- 
proven 6750cc V8 engine is 
retained to give its usual whisper- 
ing performance, and the three- 
speed torque converter trans- 
mission is again controlled by 
the unique Rolls-Royce electric 


gear-range selector. Speed con- 
trol, enabling the car to automati- 
Cally maintain a cruising speed 
on long journeys, is standard, of 
course, along with all the niceties 
of motoring life that set Rolls- 
Royce in a class of its own: 
upholstery in English hide; lambs- 
wool rugs; walnut veneer; elec- 
tronic speedometer; digital 
clock; digital ambient tempera- 
ture gauge; digital elapsed-time 
indicator; combined fuel- and 
oil-level indicator; oil-pressure 
gauge;, ammeter and engine 
coolant temperature gauge; 
warning lamps for low pressure 
in hydraulic systems... 

The models being replaced 
are the Silver Shadow, Silver 
Wraith and Bentley T series. The 
new Silver Spirit continues Rolls’ 
affection for ghostly nameplates, 
and the growing importance of its 
long-wheelbase saloons has 
been recognised in the revival of 
the venerable Bentley Flying 
Spur'’s title. Modern Bentleys had 
oniy an initial letter to their name, 
but the new Mulsanne recalls the 
marque’s sporting history. The 
Mulsanne Straight is the fastest 
part of the Le Mans 24hour race- 
track, where 1930s Bentleys 
earned their laurels. Price Around 
£50,000 Maximum speed Three 
figures Fuel consumption Two 
figures (just). 


ONE OF THE FEW Cars, at any price, 
to offer air conditioning as stan- 
dard equipment, Honda's Execu- 
tive is perhaps the nearest that 
Current Japanese cars get to the 
European ideal. There is little to 
complain about in the Accord’s 


ride and handling, and the 
Executive boasts electric win- 
dows, power steering, radio/ 
cassette player and electric aer- 
ial. Warning lamps glow when it's 
time to change engine oil, oil fil- 
ter or tyres, and the automatic 
version now features a change 
like everyone else's. Honda has 
taken the initiative in chasing the 
driver who wants big-car luxury 
without a big fuel thirst. Price on 
the road £5669 Maximum speed 
91mph Consumption urban 
26.9; steady 56mph 38.1; steady 
75mph 27.1. 


MITSUBISHI'S Saloon now looks as if 
it could have come from a Euro- 
pean factory, so devoid is it of the 
usual Oriental chrome. Under- 


, neath its smart new suit, however, 


is the old Japanese story of 
vague-feeling, recirculating-ball 
steering — even if the ride has 
improved. So why do we like 
Colts? Because they have a 
superior quality of finish and 
build compared to other Japan- 
ese offerings. The company cun- 
ningly solved its lack of a five- 
speed gearbox for its front-drive 
engine by adding an extra gear- 
box. You get eight forward gears 
and two reverse. Price on the 


‘road £4459 Maximum speed 


98mph Government mpg urban 
28.1; steady 56mph 40.9; steady 
75mph 26.6. 
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THE CHARADE iS both very 
economical and_ usefully 
quick. Its underbonnet secret 
is an innovative three-cylinder 
993cc engine, transversely- 
mounted and driving the front 
wheels via a five-speed gear- 
box. Buyers will welcome its 
jEuropean-style rack-and- 
pinion steering, typically 
Japanese level of equipment, 
and five doors. For full details 
see our road test on pages 
31-34. Price on the road XG 
£3096, XTE £3466 Maximum 
speed 86mph Government 
mpg urban 36.4; steady 
56mph 51.4; ' steady 7S5mph 
oS Vidi 


HONDA may be one of Japan's 
smaller car manufacturers 
(about BL Cars’ size), but its 
products invariably appeal. 
Available in 3- and 5-door 
form, the new Civic is out- 
wardly similar to its pre- 
decessor, but is redesigned. 
Price on the road £3209 Max- 
imum speed 9imph Gov- 
‘ernment mpg urban 31.4: 
steady 56mph 42.2; steady 
75mph 30.6. 
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SUZUKI entered Britain's 
babycar market earlier this 
year with this 2-plus-2, which 
is aS economical as many a 
motorcycle. Its 907cc_ four- 
cylinder overhead-cam 
engine is claimed to push up 
to 6Omph in 16.5sec — and it 
does push: the SC100 is 
rear-engined. Its equipment 
level is excellent for this price 
range, with all the usual 
Japanese goodies. Price on 
the road £2662 Maximum 
speed 85mph Government 
mpg urban 41.9; steady 
56mph 56.5; steady 7S5mph 
40. 
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FIAT’'S PANDA — looking as if its 
top and bottom halves were 
styled by different studios — 
will be one of the new Mini 
Metro's great rivals. For the 
technically minded, its trans- 
versely mounted 903cc 
engine drives the front wheels 
with 45bhp. at 5600rpm. With 
an overall length of 11ft Jin 
and a wheelbase of 7ft lin the 
Panda weighs in at a flyweight 
1500iIb — which promises 
good fuel economy. Price to 
be announced Maximum 
speed N/A Consumption 
N/A. 


LEAVING its unfortunate history in a cloud of dust, Triumph’s 


rag-top now has the quality it always deserved, and ventilation 
as originally planned — before Ralph Nader frightened 
Triumph into building the Fixedhead first. A rollover bar should 
be standard equipment. American models boast the splendid 
Rover V8 engine. Price on the road £6279 Maximum speed 
110mph Government mpg urban 22.7; steady 56mph 37.9; 


steady 75mph 30.7. 


NOBODY EXPECTS Citroen to 
build boring cars, and the 
Visa's no exception. The dif- 
ferences are not just visual. 
The cheaper Club has a tiny 
652cc air-cooled two-cylinder 
engine which produces a 
clever but lowly 36bhp. We 
rate both this and the more- 
powerful Visa Super highly. 
Price on the road £3408 Max- 
imum speed 85mph Gov- 
ernment mpg urban 36.7; 
steady 56mph 48.7; steady 
75mph N/A. 


YES, WE KNOW that the Strada 
was at the Show two years ago 
albeit in lefthand-drive 
guise — but our road test of 
the 75CL proved that here is a 
car worth waiting for. We have 
yet to test a competitor that 
can match its impressive 
blend of performance and 
economy. Price -(75CL 
3-door) on the road £4260 
Maximum speed 99mph 
Government mpg _ urban 
26.4; steady 56mph 43.7; 


steady 75mph 32.9. 


A TRUE SUPERCAR, this latest 924 is a further nail in the coffin of its 
rich sister, the 911. This beasty offers ultra-safe handling and 
fuel economy in addition to true Porsche performance. And if 


fuel consumption doesn’t worry your average Porsche owner, at 
least the wealthy can regard it as an excuse for 
indulging their spending power. We hear that the 
ride is an improvement over the 924 Turbo’s — 
it needs to be. Supercars should be comfort- 
able as well as quick. Price £18,999 Max- 
imum speed 150mph Government 
mpg urban 22.8; steady 56mph 42.8; 
steady 7S5mph 34.9. 


WITHOUT QUESTION, BL Cars’ pride 
-and joy is the most refined.saloon 
ever. Our captains of industry 
can still afford them (just), but 
they are setting their executives 
an example in frugality by trading 
down to 4.2litre versions. So lift 
the bonnet to admire this master- 
piece. You may never see its like 
again. Price on the road £18,327 
Maximum speed 150mph-plus 
Government mpg urban 10.9; 
steady 56mph 19.3; steady 
75mph 16.7. 


UNVEILED at the 1968 Earls Court 
Motor Show, the Plus 8 soldiers 
on unchanged into the 1980s. 
Sadly for Morgan, it can no longer 
be sold in America as Morgan 
has not passed its V8 car through 


the tough American type- 
approval tests. But their loss is 
our gain. These roadsters remain 
as collectable as diamonds, pre- 
cisely because they're far from 
the latest thing in motoring. 


Maybe it’s a case of ‘What you've 
never had, you want’. Price on 
the road £8031 Maximum speed 
130mph Consumption 22- 
25mpg. 


LOOKING like a pregnant Fiat X1/9, 
the AC 3000 was originally con- 
ceived during the early 1970s as 
the Diablo. After a long gestation 
period it’s now on sale powered 
by Ford's 3litre V6 engine, 
mounted transversely between 
the rear wheels and driving a 
five-speed gearbox. Bodywork is 
glass-fibre on top of a pressed- 
steel floorpan; novelties include 
a spring-loaded front spoiler 
which lowers itself as speed rises 
and air-pressure increases. A 
sophisticated, well-appointed 
two seater coupé, it’s a far cry 
from the hairy 7litre AC Cobras of 
_the 1960s, but just as welcome. 
Price on the road £13,453 Max- 
imum speed 125mph Con- 
sumption 20-26. 
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VANDEN PLAS LUXURY replaces Rover's V8S model at the Show. The VP 
version features leather seats, electric sunroof and remote-controlled 
door mirrors — a first for a British car — and cruise control, too. Good 
news is that the car's price remains the same as the V8S. Claimed 
improvements are its long-legged cruising ability and fuel economy. 
Price on the road £11,955 Maximum speed 125mph Government 


THIS welcome convertible is now 
produced alongside the ever- 
green GTE hatchback. Both 
models have recently benefitted 
from a series of improvements, 
including the adoption of the new 
Cologne-built 2.8litre V6 Ford 
engine. Its strong chassis, 
glass-fibre body and straightfor- 
ward engineering should endear 
it to those seeking a long-term 
love affair, but its lack of sophis- 
tication might not please. Price 
£11,530 Maximum speed 
116mph Government mpg 
urban 18.5; steady 56mph 37.3; 
steady 75mph 29.5. 
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DO YOU FIND Rolls-Royces too 
staid? Prefer something more 
traditional than a Lagonda? Then 


take a look at Bristol's. tur- 
bocharged Beaufighter — a uni- 
que blend of performance, lux- 
ury, tradition and fresh-air motor- 
ing for four. One could be for- 
given for querying the need to 
turbocharge its massive 5.9litre 
Chrysler V8 engine, but Bristol 
has never done anything by 
halves. It's probably the fastest- 
accelerating automatic four- 
seater in production.— and so 
much more. Price £38,108 Max- 
imum speed 140mph Con- 
sumption 11-17mpg. 


3; steady 75mph 27.9 


AT THE OTHER end of the perfor- 
mance scale there’s another Brit- 
ish world-beater — now avail- 
able with a V8. Produced in 
long-wheelbase form only, either 
as a station wagon or pick-up 
(with hard/soft top and truck cab 
options), the Land-Rover V8 has 
many of the high-performance 
attributes of the Range Rover 
while retaining all the charac- 
teristics of long life and off-road 
toughness associated with the 
breed. At the moment, 80% of 
Land-Rovers are exported — 
which, with a strong pound at 
home, is an unhealthy situation 
for the company — but this situa- 
tion could change now that the V8 
ishere to lure home buyers. Price 
on the road £7887-8603 Max- 
imum speed 80mph Govern- 
ment mpg 15-20. 


30mpg. 


TVR'S TASMIN was launched last January and is now the only model 
being made by this specialist Blackpool company. The front-mounted 
2.8litre fuel-injected Ford engine developes a healthy 160bhp in a 
package which can be owner-maintained. Some.reckon that the Tas- 
min is more desirable than Porsche's 924 .. . Well, if it's as much fun 
as the TVR Taimar we tested last year, then maybe. Look out, too, for 
the drophead version rumoured to be coming to the Show. Price on 
the road £12,967 Maximum speed 133mph 


MEET the supercar of the future, 
when the emphasis will be not on 
the brute power of large, normally 
aspirated engines but on the high 


efficiency of smalier, tur- 
bocharged 4-cylinder units. 
Combined with the body's low 
weight and slippery shape, the 
result - is scintillating perfor- 
mance from one of the most satis- 
factory turbo installations. Lotus 
can meet Ferrari and Porsche 
opposition on equal terms. Price 
£20,900 Maximum speed 
152mph Government mpg 
urban 19.7; steady 56mph 38.7; 
steady 75mph 33.3. 


THE 1980s’ equivalent of the Lotus 
Cortina has a 150bhp, 16-valve 
engine. A five-speed ZF gearbox 
and alloy wheels are among the 
changes to the once-inoffensive 
Sunbeam. Price £7367 Max- 
imum speed 127mph Govern- 
ment mpg urban 17.9; steady 
56mph 34.2; steady 75mph 26.4. 


Consumption 24- 


44 


ANYONE doubting Britain's ability to build rivals to Italian and 


German supercars should look at Aston Martin's Bulldog. The 
awesome appearance of its angular, aluminium body is 
exceeded only by the sheer brutality of its 5.3litre, twin- 
turbocharged, fuel-injected V8 engine, which makes it one of 
the fastest ‘street-legal’ cars ever built. Not that it’s a stripped- 
down racer, though; the cockpit is leather trimmed, the 
instrumentation features a digital liquid crystal display, and the 
gull-wing doors are electrically powered. Interested? Sadly we 
hear that the Bulldog is essentially a one-off prototype, built for 
promotional purposes to demonstrate the technical 
capabilities of the revitalised company — and it has already 
been sold. Price £150,000 Maximum speed 190mph (esti- 


mated 


RENAULT has been busy show- 
ing Formula 1 devotees what 
can be done with a small 
engine and a turbocharger, so 
it is only to be expected that 
the company should go look- 
ing for acommercial spin-off. 
The result is the Renault 18 
Turbo, already launched in 
Paris. It goes on sale in the UK 
early in 1981. Price £5900 
(approx) Maximum speed 
115mph Consumption urban 
28.8mpg; 56mph 44mpg; 
75mph 33.5mpg. 

New at Birmingham will be 
two significant Renault diesel 
cars — the 20TD and 18TD 


) Consumption 14-15mpg. 


FUEGO IS SPANISH for fire, but it’s 
now the French for Renault 
coupé, too. This new model 
replaces the ageing 15 and 17 
Series, and competes in the 
same market as Ford’s Capri 
and Volkswagen's Scirocco. 
Available as a 1400cc TL; 
1650cc TS, GTS and auto; and 
also as the 2litre TX and GIX, 
its practical features include 
fold-down rear seats and a 
huge Porsche 924-style open- 
ing rear screen. The curvace- 
ous styling is pleasantly dif- 
ferent from the wedge designs 
of Signor Giugiaro. Prices 
£4500-£6000 Maximum 
speed 112mph Consump- 
tion urban 26.6mpg; 56mph 
44 5mpg; 75mph 34.8mpg 


WHILE YOU'RE ON the Alfa Romeo stand, see its first modern bid 


for the luxury car market. While styling similarities to the 
7-Series BMWs gives the marketing game away, the 2¥zlitre V6 


lump, auto-only gearbox and deDion rear suspension indicate 


a different philosophy to BMW's. The engine's output is delib- 


erately restricted to a still-respectable 160bhp in the interests 
of flexibility, durability and low fuel consumption. Windows, 


radio aerial, driver's door mirror and seat-height adjgistments 


are all electrically powered. Price £11,900 Maximum speed 
121mph Consumption urban 15.1mpg; 56mph 29.2mpg; 


75mph 24.8mpg. 


THIS CHEAPEST of Maseratis has 
been around for years, but still 
looks good. Would you 
believe it was styled by the 
same team which re-designed 
the Morris Marina? The 
specification says it all: max- 
imum power 208bhp at 
5800rpm; three twin-choke 
carburettors; four overhead 
camshafts; 0-60mph in 7 sec. 
Standard equipment includes 
air conditioning and a whole 
lot more. DRIVE rates this 
Maserati very highly. Price on 
the road £23,287 Maximum 
speed 156mph Consump- 
tion 17mpg overall. 


THIS ROAD-GOING VERSION of 
Audi's rally special is on offer 
to qualify the car for interna- 
tional events. DRIVE’s guess is 
that Audi will be encouraged 
to build a lot more than this for, 
thanks to the clever use of 
mass-produced parts such as 
the 2144cc_ five-cylinder 
engine, this is a bargain- 
basement supercar. Four- 
wheel drive for traction and 
stability makes it a hot prop- 
erty on the off-road sections of 
rallies. Price £17,000 approx 
Maximum speed 150mph~ 
Consumption urban 18mpg; 
56mph 36mpg; 7S5mph 
27.2mpg. 


LIKE NO BMW before it, this is a mid-engined, Giugiaro-styled 
glass-fibre two-seater, using a six-cylinder engine derived 
from the 635 coupé. It’s the exclusive flagship of the range — 


but not so exclusive that it won't sell 400 to qualify for competi- 


tion use. Lamborghini was to have built it for BMW, but the 
firm's collapse means that the M1 is assembled by a number of 
Italian and German specialists. With a relatively modest 
3%alitre engine under its bonnet, it has a 0-60mph time of less 
than 6sec — similar to the Aston Martin Vantage’s 5litre perfor- 
mance. Price £38,000 Maximum speed 161mph Consump- 


tion: 15.4mpg overall. 


PROFESSIONALS and amateurs 
alike can admire engineering 
par excellence on the 
Mercedes-Benz stand. This 
year, interest is centred under 
the bonnets — especially that 
of the new-to-Britain 380 SE 
with its lightweight V8 engine. 
Wealthy Europeans are 
already queuing to buy the 
ultimate Mercedes with its 
5litre version of the same 
engine —the 240bhp 500SEL. 
Do play with the novel electric 
seat-adjustment switch: it's 
seat-shaped itself, and mov- 
ing it in the direction desired 
automatically moves the seat. 


speed 131mph Government 
mpg urban 15; steady 56mph 


we20.4; steady 7S5mph 21.2. 


Price £19,450 Maximum “* 


JUST ABOUT EVERY Toyota at 
Birmingham will be a new 
1980 version of the company’s 
successful and enduring 
ranges. Its Corolla is the 
world’s best-seller of any car 
type; its Celica is the world's 
best-selling coupé (below); 
and the Crown is celebrating 
its silver jubilee. The com- 
pany also claims that its 
four-wheel-drive Hi Lux has 
become Britain’s most- 
sought-after cross-country 
vehicle since its launch a year 
ago. Price on the road £6165 
Maximum speed about 
105mph Government mpg 
urban 21.7; steady 56mph 
37.2; steady 75mph 28.8. 


mh 


DRIVE November-December 1980 
of 


THIRTY-SEVEN motoring journalists voted the Lancia Delta the Car of the 


a 


Year 1980 — 15 others disagreed. And this was before the launch of 


the mini Metro or the Ford Escort. 


.. The Delta is a expensive hatch- 


back when you realise that it’s a Fiat Strada with a fancy body — 
though Lancia buyers have traditionally been less interested in prices 
than most of us. Options include air conditioning, electric windows for 
the front doors, sunroof, alloy wheels and a heated driver's seat. Price 
on the road £5279 Maximum speed 100mph Government mpg 


“DONT bDismiss the GSA as just 
another facelifted 10-year-old. Its 

latest modifications — 1300cc 
“engine, 5-speed gearbox and a 
| tailgate — have made the GS the 


Car it always deserved to be, and ° 


confirms the brilliance of the orig- 
inal design. The GSA is now a 
versatile, efficient and pleasing 
car, though we still wonder how 
many British motorists will 
accept its relative complication 
and potentially high running 
costs in exchange for these vir- 
tues. Price on the road £4746 
Maximum speed 100mph Gov- 
ernment mpg urban 30.1; steady 
56mph 40.9; steady 75mph 31.7 


143mph Consumption 20- 
/22mpg. 


re 
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urban 28.4: steady 56mph 40.3: steady 75mph 30.2. 
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IT MAY have been launched in the 
UK last July, but this new-look 
Alfasud is worth a second look. It 
now has the higher-performance 
Sprint Veloce engine and a host of 
detail improvements: front seats 
are larger with extra padding, the 
rear seat has an improved back- 


rest angle and a centre armrest § 


which allows access to the boot. 
The Alfasud has established a 
reputation among professional 
car testers as the best-handling 
front-wheel-drive car on the mar- 
ket. Sadly, it also has the reputa- 
tion of rusting to an early grave, 
and secondhand values have 
shocked many owners. Long wait- 
ing lists for the car testify that 
buyers’ faith is being restored. 
Give it more luggage space anda 
hatchback and we'd be prepared 
to wait, too. Price on the road 
£4860 Maximum speed 109mph 
Consumption urban 23.2mpg; 
56mph 39.8mpg; 75mph 
31.7mpg. Wis. 


LAUNCHED in Geneva, this latest offering of Enzo’s will be new to many 
| Show visitors — and Drive. Its looks speak for themselves — desig- 
ners always seem to have difficulty combining the body-beautiful with 
‘four seats. But the engine — a transversely mounted V8 — is sure to 
provide vision-blurring acceleration from its 214bhp. To 
| please American exhaust-emission legislators, the 
| Mondial is equipped with the sophisticated s 
Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection system. ; 

Price £24,000 Maximum speed 


MAZDA'S FAITH in the rotary engine 
is unshakeable — despite 
exhaust-emission and _ fuel- 
consumption problems. Appro- 
priately, its rotary was _ rein- 
troduced in this sports car, 
whose buyers will be receptive to 
innovation’ and worry less about 
fuel consumption than a good 
power-to-weight ratio and 
smoothness — traditional rotary 
engine virtues. It's a rewarding 
drive — if you can afford the fuel. 
Price on the road £7395 Max- 
imum speed 120mph Govern- 
ment mpg urban 18.1; steady 
56mph 33.2; steady 75mph 27. 


NOT EVERYONE needs four-wheel- 
drive, we know,. but DRIVE’s tes- 
ters know that the little Subaru 
can do almost anything that a 
Range Rover can do — and for 
much less money. But the interior 
looks too posh for use on the 
farm. Price £4983 Maximum 
speed 8/7mph Government 
mpg urban 25.4; steady 56mph 
36; steady 75mph 25.7 


DESIGNED TO COMPETE with the mini 
Metro and new Escort, Mazda's 
323 will be a late starter in March 
next year — but it’s the front- 
runner of 1980's Japanese 
cars. It has front-wheel- 
drive, all-independent sus- 


pension, rack-and-pinion =a 
transmis- 


steering, five-speed 
sion,.and Mazda claims that the 
new body is more aerodynamic 
than the VW Golf's or new Opel! 


VAUXHALL'S RIVAL to the new Ford 
Escort is the thinly disguised 
Opel Kadett. It's the first Euro- 
pean front-wheel-drive car from 


— — ee? America’s General Motors and is, 
— 


in many respects, a close copy of 
the market leader — Volk- 
swagen's Golf. Currently, the 
Astra supplements Vauxhall's 
existing Chevette range, but we 
expect Vauxhall to import a ver- 
sion of the recently announced, 
smaller-engined Kadett as a 


replacement. Price £4729 Max- 
imum speed 101mph Govern- 
ment mpg urban 28.8; steady 
56mph 47.1; steady 75mph 34. 


NEW TO BRITAIN is this saloon ver- 
sion of the five-door Saab 900 
Turbo. As in other Saabs, the 
back seat can be folded down to 
provide a 69in-long load plat- 
form. Rear-seat headroom has 
been increased by more than 1in, 
so it could be that Saab wants to 
sell to chauffeur-driven execu- 
tives. Price £10,350 Maximum 
speed 125mph Government 


mpg urban 20.3; steady 56mph 
41.2; steady 75mph 32.5. 


Kadett's. Split folding rear seats 
are standard and, on the 1500GT 
version, they recline. Price N/A 
Maximum speed 96mph Con- 
sumption urban 33.6; steady 
56mph 47.9; steady 75mph 34.4. 
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Annual cycle 


Ww: CHOSE our motorcycle 
carefully. It had to be suffi- 
ciently big and powerful to carry 
two people and their luggage on 
long, high-speed motorway trips; 
nimble enough to cope with Lon- 
don traffic; economical enough to 
warrant regular, money-saving 
use; durable enough to withstand 
outdoor garaging; reliable enough 
for frequent business trips; and 
simple enough for the average 
DIY owner to look after. 

The choice almost made itself 
— it just had to be a BMW. The 
German bike maker resolutely 
follows the route it so correctly 
chose in 1922 with its first motor- 
cycle, the R32 — a 500cc, shaft- 
driven twin. Since then, BMW 
has continued to build simple, 
durable and light motorcycles. 
When reliability is invariably 
linked with simplicity, one can 
only marvel at its four-strokes 
having fewer component parts 
than a good many of the opposi- 
tion’s two-strokes! 

Choosing the R65 from BMW’s 
range was less easy. The R65 is 
frequently lambasted by those 
who revere the finish of its 1960s 
predecessor, the R69S. This was 
the last of a line that earned BMW 
its ‘Rolls-Royce of motorcycles’ 
reputation — beautifully 
engineered bikes that cost so 


much to build they almost broke 
BMW. 

In my opinion, the R65’s finish 
beats that of the 1960s model in 
every respect. Where the older 
machine was fitted with a finely 
turned and enamelled metal cast- 
ing, the new one has plastic 
moulding — to good advantage: 
its plastic mudguards, side 
panels, instrument binnacle, 
toolbox, rear lamp, and indicator 
lamps required nothing more than 
a wipe over to restore them to 
as-new appearance. These all 
help to make this compact motor- 
cycle light, too. 

Understandably, newcomers 
to the breed assume quite the 
opposite: ‘The engine’s so big’, 
they say —an impression created 
by the two cylinders protruding 
from either side of the machine. 
Contrary to popular opinion the 
cylinders do not impede safe and 
easy riding through heavy traffic, 
and neither do they spark on the 
ground during fast cornering — 
at least, they don’t if you have 
a scrap of sanity under your 
helmet. What they do pro 


vide are winter foot warmers — 
luxury beyond measure. 

Most of the space above the 
cylinder barrels contains the air 
filter system. At the front, behind 
its cover, is the 280w alternator, 
beneath is the wet sump, and 
behind is the clutch and gearbox. 
Like a car — and a growing 
number of Japanese motorcycles 
— the crankshaft is a one-piece 
forging running on plain rol- 
ler bearings. 


Glew LONG-TERM MOTORCYCLE TEST _ 


How it went a 
In one year’s use, 10,280 miles 
were recorded, including 300- — 
mile return trips to London, © 
commuting in the city, numerous 
high-speed, long-distance 
motorway dashes — occasionally ~ 
with pillion rider and luggage, and 

weekend outings. | 

During the worst mid-winter 
rainstorms a single polythene 
sheet was draped over the R65 to 
stop water freezing moving parts, 
but at all other times garaging was ~ 
under the open sky. 

BMW mechanics serviced the 
machine once during its initial 
running-in period, but from then 
on it was maintained with the 

standard toolkit in ordi- 
nary home conditions. 
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Ww IT 
| MEASURES UP 


| Capacity 
Output 


Kerbweight 
seat height 
max width 

max length 


| Fuel tank 
Mpg — overall 
quiet use 
suburban use 
brisk use 

hard use 


Performance — max (upright) 
0-50mph 
30-50 (top) 


Warranty: 


All went well until the oil stain 
that had begun to spread from a 
pushrod tunnel/crankcase seal 
burst out along with the seal at 


3400 miles. The seal was 
squeezed easily back into place 
and gave no further trouble, 
though the oil stain remained. 
Shortly afterwards, the engine 
refused to idle and _ starting 
became difficult. I serviced the 
bike according to the unusually 
comprehensive owner’s manual: 
the single contact-breaker points 
were regapped, the two carburet- 
tors rebalanced, and the four 
valve clearances corrected. 
Access to the crankshaft- 
‘mounted contact breaker points 
was good, but adjustment was 
made tricky by the proximity of 
the front wheel. Carb balanc- 


instructions made it easy, 
and the valve clearance 
7 adjustments were no more 
difficult than wiring up an 
/ electricity plug. Curiously 
for an orthodox ohv engine, 
precise adjustment of valve 
clearances and timing was essential. 
After 3800 miles, the twice- 


| Transmission 5-speed shaft drive 
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ing is daunting, but BMW’s ~ 
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id Minton’s year with a BMW R65 


Air-cooled ohv 
4-stroke twin 


645cc 
45bhp at 7250rpm 


28in (rocker boxes) — 
3in 


4.4gal/255 miles plus 3 pint reserve 
56mpg 
75mpg 
61mpg 
48mpg 
32mpg 


100mph 
4.8sec 
7.6sec 


12 months, unlimited mileage, parts and labour 


flattened battery defeated all my 
home remedies. BMW  disco- 
vered a short-circuiting starter 
solenoid, which was replaced 
under warranty. 

With 6900 miles under its 
wheels, the R65 was returned to 
BMW for a thorough inspection. 
No serious faults were disco- 
vered, but the weak pushrod tun- 
nel seal was changed, and another 
leaking seal in the fork’s offside 
telescopic leg needed replace- 
ment, too. Large amounts of 
sludge and grit were discovered 
beneath its outer dust cap — a 
probable cause of the failure. 

By 8270 miles, the nearside 
carburettor’s float-bowl gasket 
had cracked and was leaking pet- 
rol fast enough to saturate a riding 
boot. A permanent repair was 
made with the old gasket and 
Hermetite’s Instant Gasket. 

Apart from the two seals and 
the starter solenoid, corrosion 
presented BMW with its more- 
serious warranty problems. The 
thinly painted black pressed-steel 
headlamp mounting bracket had 
corroded badly, and the 
chromium-plated exhaust system 
was rusting beneath its four 
hose-type attachment clips. Paint 
also peeled off the nearside pillion 
rest-cum-silencer mounting brac- 
ket, but this was eventually 
traced at a later date to an incor- 
rectly located battery breather 
pipe fuming over it. 


How I went 

No manufacturer takes motor- 
cycling more seriously than 
BMW, and this R65 conformed to 
the pattern of all two-wheeled 
BMWs: a very satisfying per- 
former with stamina. It was a tire- 
less yet untiring mile-eater, 
devoid of nasty habits. When 
necessary, I discovered on a 
German trip, 90mph could be 
maintained without any signs of 
stress — mechanical or human. 
Any attempt to cruise faster than 
this was futile as every hill and 
headwind slowed the machine, 
and petrol consumption increased 
to no great speed advantage. At 
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90mph it averaged approximately 
39mpg, but above this consump- 
tion worsened to 32mpg. 

Thanks to its lean-on-the-wind 
riding position, high-speed R65 
cruising did not cause any physi- 
cal strain. Vibrations, too, were 
non-existent except for a slight 
tremor at 4500rpm (75mph). 

If anything, the front brake was 
a mite too powerful, but always 
sensitive, smooth and predictable 
in all weather conditions. The 
rear drum unit is one of the best 
back brakes around and, although 
it could be locked if applied hard, 
it provided a rare measure of 
rear-end braking safety. 

The versatile suspension is soft 
at low speed and firms-up nicely 
on its variable springs and damp- 
ing as the faster, longer move- 
ments of speed took over. When 
asked, the R65 can corner at 
speeds that keep it ahead of other 
motorcycles with more-powerful 
engines. At such times a slight but 
harmless wriggle can be felt to 
move between the wheels as 
power is eased off, but this occurs 
only at near-racing speeds. 

Complaints? Well, the R65’s 
worst problem stems from 
BMW’s reliance on tyres rather 
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than a stiff frame to give lateral 
stability and keep the wheels in 
line. My R65 was equipped witha 
set of Continentals, and long 
before their treads were worn by 
any normal standards, mild steer- 
ing defections arose. Both front 
and rear tyres wriggled around 
surface irregularities in a manner 
they should not, and the effect 
went through the entire machine. 
It’s apparently harmless, but 
upsetting for all that. 

Smaller, but no less problemat- 
ical, was the ergonomics of some 
of the bike’s controls. If the dip- 
switch and the turn-signal toggles 
had been larger and farther apart, 
fewer oncoming drivers would 
have been confused. In heavy 
winter gauntlets, both switches 
are too easily operated simul- 
taneously. And why, oh why, has 
BMW crowded together the 
choke lever, petrol tank tap and 
dip-stick? Again, in heavy winter 
gauntlets, feeling for the choke 
lever was near-impossible, and 
seeing it impossible as it is under 
the tank and left knee. 

The little thing that really irri- 
tated, though, in the R65’s case, 


proved to be the tyre valves. 
They’re located inside a web of 
cast-aluminium spokes, and, 
placed in the traditional, upright 
fashion of motorcycles, they were 
impossible to reach. Of the 


dozens of garage forecourt air- 


lines I attempted to use — some 
with a furious desperation — not 
one would lift those wretched 
valves. Neither BMW nor vari- 
ous tyre manufacturers could jus- 
tify their not angling the valves 
car-style; some even found the 
problem amusing... 


How much 

BMW provides one free service 
at 600 miles, and advises owners 
to have two more services in the 
first year of ownership, at 5000 
and 10,000 miles (or six months 
and one year). There is no set 
charge for them, and they are not 
obligatory to maintain the war- 
ranty. I discovered that each ser- 
vice should cost in the region of 
£25 plus parts and materials, so I 
think it advisable to make use of 
BMW’s specialist servicing in the 
first year of ownership. After this 
period no competent DIY owner 
should have to worry about the 
maintenance and running repairs. 

The shocking rapidity with 
which modern motorcycle tyres 
wear out has to be experienced to 
be believed — such is the penalty 
of their previously unavailable 
wet-road adhesion. The test 
machine was invariably ridden at 
a pace that no sensible private 
owner would ask of his machine 
for long. Even so, 6500 miles fora 
rear tyre and 10,000 miles for a 
front is disconcerting, especially 
at £24 and £27 respectively. 

During the test, 183gal of 4-star 
petrol was used, at a poor mean of 
56mpg. An average price of £1.36 
a gallon (calculated over a year of 
fluctuating pump prices) totals 
£249, or 2.5p per mile. 

Servicing and parts comprised 
two engine-oil changes and one 
transmission-oil change at almost 
£6, an oil filter at £2.45, and a rear 
lamp bulb at 40p. These costs and 
that of tyres amounted to £59.85, 
or 5p a mile. Total running costs 
were exactly 3p a mile. 


Verdict 

Despite a few early defects, my R65 
suffered no serious problems, and 
the minor snags were all covered 
by its warranty. No owner/rider 
would treat his own machine as 
hard as I pushed mine. Yet I found 
no weakness that could prevent the 
R65 from starting a journey 
(bump-starting got over the two 
flat-battery incidents), or finishing 
it. And, in between the two, I 
enjoyed it thoroughly. 

Any time now, BMW’s trans- 
port manager will be telephoning 
for the return of his R65. Shame, 
it’s just beginning to loosen up 
nicely. 
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Views to air? Tell DRIVE 
about your motoring and 
whatit means to you. You 
can send letters for pub- 
lication — unstamped — 
via DRIVE Directory, FREE- 
Post, AA, Basingstoke, 
Hampshire RG21 2EA. 


Spark of hope 

Nobody would disagree with the 
AA’s chief engineer, Marcus 
Jacobson: there may be a lot of 
life left yet in the internal combus- 


tion engine. But I would take 


issue with his anti-electric 
attitude (DRIVE, September- 
October). 

All right, electric propulsion 
will not solve our energy prob- 
lems overnight (at the present rate 
of technology, the best we can 
expect is a softening of the blow). 
But the fact is that the blow has 
already fallen, and the automobile 
industry is ina fine tangle, indicat- 
ing, as one leading oil company’s 
advertising so rightly points out, 
that we need to buy time. — 

History has recorded more 
than 600 attempts to launch a via- 
ble electric car — and the ‘folly’ 
of these adventures has been 


seized upon by the voices of 


doom on nearly every occasion. 

True, as Mr Jacobson argues, 
we would need to increase our 
generating capacity if everyone 
drove electric vehicles. But he 
goes on, it would take oil to 
achieve it. 

This is a blinkered view. Who is 
to say that mankind won’t take 
progressively bigger steps for- 
ward to produce electricity from 
solar power? I certainly believe 
that man will rise to the challenge 
of creating, in the next decade, a 
complete energy system which 
will consign the internal combus- 
tion engine to the museum. 

I am convinced that the next 10 
years will herald not only the 
optimum internal combustion 


a Paw ON-THE-ROAD NEW-CAR PRICE-GUIDE 


What’s it called? How much does it cost? DRIVE’s superguide to the latest prices of new cars currently available in Britain 


tells you all you need to know, immediately, whether you’re buying or just browsing. And our prices aren’t just what the 


manufacturer says: we tell you the size of the Pan a you can expect to write to put your new 
seatbelts, numberplates, road-fund licence and dé 


ini or Rolls on the road, 


ivery paid. Want to know more? Well, if the car of your choice has a 


pRIvVE/AA road-test report number beside it, you can have a copy of the best car criticism in the business. AA members can 
apply to their regional AA office — address in Handbook. Otherwise, write to DRIVE New-car BB sar Fanum House, 


Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 2EA. But we must now ask readers who request more than one to pay 1 


(a) denotes road test on automatic model only; 
delivery charges where applicable estimated on 
an average 200 miles. 


DRIVE/AA 
Model Manual Auto Road Test 
AC (14 dealers) 
3000ME 13452 — 
ALFA ROMEO (142 dealers) 
Alfasud 1.3 
(new model) 4282 — 
1.5 (new model)4482 — 
‘aes 4482 — 
TI 1.5 Sprint 
(new model) 4982 — 
Sprint Veloce 155602 — 
Giulietta 1.6 5282 — 
1.8 5582 — 
2.0 5982 — 
Alfetta 2000L 6482 — 
Alfa Romeo 
2000 7482 — 
GTV 2000 7582 = — 
GTV/SE 8180 — 
Alfa 6 _ 12082 
ASTON MARTIN (25 dealers) 
v8 34587 34587 
V8 Vantage 37088 — 
V8 Volante 42588 42588 
Lagonda _ 50022 
AUDI (365 dealers) 
80LS 5546 5900 
GLS 6045 6398 0D18/79 
GLE 7253 — 
100 Avant L 6344 — 
L5S 6848 7406 
GL 5S 7602 8159 
L5D 7662 — 
AvantGL5S 7789 8347  Rl176 
GL 5E 8006 8565 D8/78 
CD 5E ~ 10019 
AvantCD5E — 10486 
200 5T 13108 13108 
AUSTIN-MORRIS (1706 dealers) 
Mini 850 City 2837 — RTR340 
850 Super 3106 — 
1000 Super 3184 3654 03/78 
Clubman 
(1098cc) *3307 — RTR410 
Clubman 
(998cc) _ *3777 
estate 
(1098cc) *3554 — 
estate 
(998cc) _ *4024 
1275GT *3623  — 
Allegro 1100 *3334 — 
Mk31.14dr *3471 — 
1300 2dr *3466 *3936 
4dr *3603 *4073 
1300L 2dr *3756 *4226 
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4dr *3893 *4363 
1300HL 4dr *4253 *4723 
1300 estate *3862 *4332 
1300L estate *4152 *4622 8014A 
1500L 4dr *4075 — 
1500L estate *4334 — D9/79 
1500HL 4dr *4435 — 
1750L 4dr — *4537 
1750L estate — *4796 
1750HL 4dr *4609 — R182 
Equipe 4313 — 
Vanden Plas 

1500 4dr 5681 — 
AST. a 6144 

Ital 1.3L 4dr 3889 — 
1.3HL 4dr 4133 4558 
1.3HLS 4dr 4550 4975 
1.3L estate 4354 — 
1.7L 4dr 4115 — 
1.7HL 4dr 4359 4784 
1.7HLS 4dr 4775 5200 
1.7L estate 4581 _ 
1.7HL estate 4825 5250 
1.7HLS estate 5201 5626 

Maxi 2L 4480 4981 
2HL 4720 5221 
2HLS 4811 — 

Princess 1700L *4596 *5126 
1700HL *4993 *5523 
1700HLS *5437 *5967 
2000HL *5302 *5832 
2000HLS *5734 *6273 
2200HLS *5894 *6424 011/78 

*While stocks last 

BENTLEY (77 dealers) 

T2 Series — 42204 

Corniche — 62722 

Convertible — 66610 

BMW (144 dealers) 

316 5622 — RI149 

320 7057 7517 

323i 8192 8652 D12/79 

518 7252 — 

520 8417 9127 D11/78 

525 9592 10127 

528i 10862 11377 

M535i 14012 — 

728i 12702 13217 

732i 14592 15107 

735i 16442 16802 

735i Special 17396 17756 

635CSi 19217 19217 

BRISTOL (0 dealers) 

412 S2 

convertible- 

saloon _ 32827 
412/S3 

Beaufighter _ 38108 

603 S2 _ 39328 

BUICK (5 dealers) 

Century _ 9755 


p for each report. 
CADILLAC (5 dealers) 


Seville Elegante — 21946 
Elegante (Ihd) — 19573 
Seville _— 18539 
Seville (Ihd) — 16166 

Fleetwood 

Brougham 
d'Elegance _ 16046 


CATERHAM CARS (0 dealers) 
Super Seven TC 6081 — 
1600 Sprint. 5587 — 
1600GT $217 — 


CHEVROLET (5 dealers) 


Caprice Classic — 13081 
Classic (Ihd) — 10857 
Classic estate — 13205 
Classic estate 

(Ind) _— 10982 

Monte Carlo 

coupe — 10055 

Corvette (Ihd) = 12405 

CITROEN (271 dealers) 

2CV6 2597 — Ri118 

Dyane 2840 — 01/79 

Visa Club 3408 — 
Super 3737 — 

GS 3955 — 
estate 4219 — 

GS 1220 Club 3804 — RTR384 
Pallas 4220 4463 
estate 4059 — D8/79 

GSA (1299cc) 

Club 4520 4686 
Pallas 4883 5048 
estate 4860 5022 

CX Reflex 6350 — 

Athena 7046 — 

2400 Pallas 7695 7910 

2500 Diesel 

Super 7665 — 
Diesel Pallas 8320 — 
2400 Pallas 

Injection _ 8810 

GTi 8785 — 
Prestige 
Injection = 11765 

2400 Super 

estate 7473 §©7838 

5-speed 7615 — 

2500 Diesel 

Superestate 7893 — 

5-speed 8035 — 

Familiale 2400 

Super 7609 7974 
5-speed 7787 — 
2500 Diesel 8025 — 

5-speed 8167 — 

COLT (290 dealers) 

GLX 3dr 

hatchback 4059 — 
GLX 5dr 

hatchback 


4309 4654 


AM Ce 


car, but also an electric version 
We will also witness, I feel sure, 
the arrival of the hybrid car. 
Roy Haynes 
Maldon, Essex 
@ Roy Haynes, formerly on the — 
boards of Ford and British Ley- 
land, is now director of Electrac- _ 
tion and designer of its first elec-— 
tric car. It was his optimistic arti-— 
cle on the future of electric prop-— 
ulsion cars (DRIVE, September-- 
October, reproduced from the 
magazine Electrical Review) that 
prompted Marcus Jacobson to 
give his opposite point of view —— 
EDITOR 


Safety Last 


It is ludicrous that new cars 


; 


; 


Lancer 1400GLX 4459 4804 
1600GSR 4859 — 
Celeste 1600ST 4559 — 
GS 4719 — D5/78 : 
2000GT 5059 — | 
Sigma 1600GL 4719 5064 
2000GLX 5359 5704 £=RTR432 
estate 5959 — 
Sapporo 2000 6659 7004 
DAIHATSU (83 dealers) x 
F20 soft top 5315 — | 
hard top 5481 — | 
F50 soft top if 
(diesel) 5766 — 
hard top 
(diesel) 5932 — 
Charade XG 3096 — 
XTE 3466 — 
DATSUN (400 dealers) . 
New Cherry 1.0 
3dr hatchback 3010 — RI179 
1.0GL 3dr 3300 — R1179 
1.0GL 4dr : 
saloon 3394 — R179 
1.2GL 3dr 
hatchback 3360 — 
1.2GL 5dr 
hatchback 3508 — ’ 
1.0GL 5dr t 
estate 3529 — _ RI179 
1.2GL 3dr 
coupe 3802 — R179 
Sunny 1.2GL 
2dr 3483 — 
1.2GL 4dr 3543 — 
1.4GL 2dr — 3940 
1.4 GL 4dr 3624 3990 
1.2GL estate 3801 _ 3 
1.4GL fastback 
estate 4192 — 
1.4GL hatchback 
coupe 3989 —— 
5-speed 4064 — 
Violet 1.4GL 3940 — 
1.6GL 4030 4328 
1.6GL hatchback 
coupe 4512 — 
Bluebird 1.6GL 4343 — 
1.8GL 4462 4760 
1.8GLestate 4842 — 
1.8GL coupe 4942 5240 
Laurel 2litre 5653 5993 
2.4litre 6354 6694 
Skyline 2.4litre 
coupé 7305 7645 : 
280C 2.8litre 7854 8194 : 
2.8litre estate 7854 8194 
280ZX 2-seater 8785 9125 f 
2+2 9740 10080 Y 
DE TOMASO (2 dealers) 
Pantera GTS 23071 — 
Longchamp — 27095 
Deauville _ 30222 
FERRARI (17 dealers) 
Dino 308GT4 17700 — 
308GTB 20266 — 
308GTS 21166 — 
400GT 33916 33916 
512BB 33364 — 


FIAT (380 dealers) 
126 2357 — 
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iC pe at Pie alice 
which can do dreadful things to 
occupants in an accident. Experts 
agree that the Triplex Ten- 
Twenty screen is so much safer, 
yet, apart from the Austin Prin- 
cess, Dolomite, Rover SD1, a 
couple of Rolls-Royces and a 
Volvo, no others include it as 
standard equipment. 

And why, oh why, do manufac- 
turers continue to fit mild-steel 
exhausts? There was a time when 
we could afford to pay for 
replacements every 18 months or 
so. But these days, when the gar- 
age bill can be £70 and more, it 
really hurts. Factory-fitted, 
stainless-steel systems must be 


de Ville 2581 — 01/79 
127 900L 2dr 3151 — RiN137 
1050L 3dr 3359 — 
1050CL 3dr 3526 — RTR429 
Sport 3957 — 809 
128 1300CL 3412 — RTR402 
CL estate 3954 — 
X1/9 1500 5938 — D14/79 
Mirafiori 1300CL 4133 — 
4dr 4267 — 
1600CL 4dr 4681 5008 
estate 4934 5261 RTR412 
Supermirafiori 
1600TC 5172 5499 D10/78(A) 
estate 5372 5699 
‘Mirafiori Sport 5630 — 
132 2litre 6132 6471 012/78 
‘Bellini 6383 6722 
Strada 65L 
~ 1300 3dr 3682 — 
65L 1300 5dr 3817 — 
65CL 1300 3dr 3992 — 
65CL 1300 5dr 4133 — 
75CL 1500 3dr 4458 4776 
75CL 1500 5dr 4572 4890 017/79 
FORD (1241 dealers) 
Fiesta 950 3214 — RTR417 
1100 3389 = —— 
950L (45bhp) 3580 — D16/79 
950GL 3830 — 
1100L 3741 — 
1100GL 4000 — 
1300GL 4210 — 
1100S 4104 — 
1300S 4314 — RI181 
1100 Ghia 4395 — Ri170 
1300 Ghia 4604 — 
Escort 1100 3dr 35114 — 
5dr 3661 — 
1300 3dr 3680 — 
5dr 3830 — 
1100L 3dr 3832 — 
5dr 3982 — 
1300L 3dr 4002 — 
5dr 4152 — 
1600L 3dr 4158 — 
5dr 4308 — 
1300GL 3dr 4348 — 
5dr 4498 — 
1600GL 3dr 4505 — ® 
5dr 4655 — 
1300 Ghia 3dr 4863 — 
5dr 5013 — 
1600 Ghia 3dr 5020 — 
5dr 5170 — 
‘Cortina 1300 3897 — 
“ee pes 4032 — 
1 4256 4642 
1300L 4226 — RTR372 
1300L 4dr 4369 — t 
1600L 4591 4976 022/79 
1600GL 5089 5475 
2000GL 5345 5731 
' 2300GL 6009 6395 RiI183 
1600 Ghia 5809 6195 
2000 Ghia 5973 6359 
2300 Ghia 6637 7023 
1600 estate 4676 5062 
1600L estate 5135 5521 
1600GL estate 5553 5939 
 2000GL estate 5818 6204 RTR413 
_ 2300GL estate 6479 6865 
1600 Ghia 
estate 6266 6652 


 2000Ghia 


SOEbIS cheaper in the long run. 
E Thomas 
Norwich, Norfolk 


Cambridge man 
Your reference to Rovers old and 
new (DRIVE, July-August) 
prompts me to sing the praises of 
an equally good British car — the 
Austin Cambridge. After some 
124,000 miles, my wife and I are 
still enjoying BMC’s last and best 
family model. An overall 32mpg 
(37mpg on motorways), with four 
adults and their luggage aboard, 
can’t be bad for a vehicle that was 
made in 1967. 

After such trouble-free and 
reliable service, I have decided to 
start an owners’ club for the mar- 


estate 6429 6815 
2300 Ghia 
estate 7090 7476 
Capri 1300L 4306 — RTR373 
1600L 4528 4914 
1600GL 4891 5277 RTR342 
2000GL 5201 5587 
1600S 5512 — 
2000S 5791 — R166 
3000S 6226 — 
2000 Ghia 6436 6822 
3000 Ghia — 7266 = Ri114 
Granada 2000L 6155 6625 . RIl128 
2300L 6802 7272 
2300GL 8169 8639 
2800GL _ 8784 
2800iGLS 9445 9915 
2300 Ghia 9449 9919 
2800 Ghia on 10077 
2800i Ghia 10523 10993 802(A) 
2000L estate 6729 7199 
2300L estate 7378 7849 
2300GL estate 8343 8813 
2800GL estate — 8951 D8/78(A) 
2800: GL 
estate 9599 10069 
2800 Ghia 
estate —_ 10311 D8/78 
2800i Ghia 
estate 10762 11232 
2100 diesel 6326 6796 
FORD USA (14 dealers) 
Mercury Monarch 
Ghia (rhd) — 9573 
Mustang Ghia 
Turbo (ihd) 7894 — 
rhd sos7 — 
HONDA (236 dealers) 
Civic 1300 3dr 3299 3529 
1300 5dr 3499 3729 = AI155 
Accord 3dr 4409 4679 RTR420 
4dr 4599 4869 04/79 
Executive DL 5399 5669 
Prelude 5204 5474 806 
JAGUAR-DAIMLER (286 dealers) 
Jaguar XJ63.4 14159 14159 RTR380 
XJ6 4.2 15969 15969 
XJ12 5.3 _ 18327 RTR305 
XJS _ 19358 RTR394 
Daimler 
Sovereign 4.2 16993 16993 
Double Six — 19316 
Vanden Plas 4.2 — 22228 
Double-Six 
Vanden Plas _ 25166 
JEEP (83 dealers) 
CJ7 soft top 5648 — 
hard top 6063 — 
Renegade 
soft top 7724 =— 
hard top so06o9 — 
Cherokee 4dr 
(6-cyl) 10524 10744 
S (6-cyl) _— 11504 
SV8 — 11924 D2/79 
Chief V8 — 12144 
Golden Eagle — 12674 
= RR Se ee ee Eee 
LADA (183 dealers) 
1200 2604 — R175 
estate 2843 — 
1300 2822 — D4/79 


que, so if any readers run an 
Austin Cambridge, I would be 
glad to hear from them. 

R C Fraser-Milner 

The Austin Cambridge Owners’ 
Club (A50-A55-A60) 

26 Baynham Road 

Mitcheldean, Glos. 


Protection racket? 
Recently, I was the innocent vic- 
tim of an accident. A car behind 
me pushed into my 1973 Ford 
Escort, causing £650-worth of 
damage. 

But the worst was yet to come. 
My insurance company decided 
to write off my car. This presum- 
ably means that, despite its once 
Al condition and low mileage, 


1500 estate 3040 — 
1600 3243 — R173 
1600ES 3643 — R173 
Niva 4714 — 
LANCIA (126 dealers) 
Delta 5074 — 
Beta 1.6 5530 5279 
2.0 5850 5530 
2.0ES 6230 6685 
1.6 coupe 6074 6529 
2.0 coupé 6583 7038 
HPE 1.6 6879 7334 
2.0 7388 7843 
Spyder 7054 — 
Gamma 8427 — 
coupe 10579 — 
LAND-ROVER (342 dealers) 
Land-Rover 5893 — RTR333 
diesel 6755 — 
Iwb 6823. — 
lwb (diesel) 7715 — 
V8 Station Wagon 8763 — 
LOTUS (31 dealers) 
Elite Series 22 16679 16939 
Eclat 16289 16549 
Esprit 17996 — 
MASERATI (4 dealers) 
Merak SS 23287 — 
Kyalami 4.2 30289 — 
Kyalami 4.9 34288 33279 
Khamsin 34288 — 
MAZDA (227 dealers) 
1300 hatchback 3695 — D4/78 
1300 hatchback 
5dr 3895 — RTR424 
1.4 Special 
hatchback 4095 — 
1400 hatch 5dr  ~— 4195 
1400 estate 4095 — D10/79 
Montrose 
1600GL 4545 — 
GLS 4845 — 
2000GLS 5145 5461 023/79 
GLS coupé 5645 5995 
2000 estate 5795 6195 
RX-7 8745 — 
TWR coupe 7395 — 
MERCEDES-BENZ (95 dealers) 
200 e528 — 
200D ss59 — 
230 _ 9584 
230C _ 11684 
240D 9599 9711 
240D Iwb 14228 14668 
240TD estate 10958 10958 
250 _ 11128 
250T _ 12273 
250 Iwb — 14228 
300D _ 11309 
280E _ 12909 D11/79 
280SE — 14592 
280CE _ 14674 
280TE estate 14429 
280SL 15734 16330 
280SLC _— 17734 
350SE — 17025 
380SL —— 18434 
380SLC _ 21664 
450SE _ 18273 
450SEL _— 19295 


I will collect only around £500. Of 
course, I could opt to have the car 
repaired, but that would mean 
having the £200 or so salvage 
value deducted from the insur- 
ance company’s settlement. 

So, after years of paying out 
premiums to protect my car, I am 


left with neither sufficient cash to — 


buy a replacement vehicle nor 
enough money to have it fixed. 


Yet a garage, somewhere, will. 


almost certainly buy the wreck, 

restore it to roadworthy condition 
. and sell it for £800-plus. 

Nigel Watson 

Leatherhead, Surrey 


Recruiting drive 
The 75th Anniversary of the 


450SEL 6.9 — 30610 
500SL _ 20434 
MORGAN (18 dealers) 
/4 1600 5779 — 
4-str 6370 — 

Plus 8 8301 — 

MG (1746 dealers) 

MG Midget 3974 — 

MGB Sports 5792 — 

MGB GT 6223 — D13/79 

OPEL (237 dealers) 

Kadett 1.2L 3656 — 
1.3L 3782 — 
1.2L 4dr 3812 — 
1.3L 4dr 3934. — 
1.2LS hatchback3763. — 
1.3L estate 4056 — 
1.2L estate 3936 ~— 

LS saloon 4018. — 
LS 4drsaloon 4172 — 
LS hatchback 4125 — 
LS hatchback 

5dr 4277 _ 
LS estate 4346 — 
LS estate5dr 4464 — 
GL saloon 4665 — 
GL hatcback 4772 — 
GL estate 4874 — 
Berlina 4dr 5135 — 
Berlina 5dr 5242 _ 
SR 5049 — 

Ascona SR 5412 — 

L 4dr 4378 es 
GL 4dr 4649 5115 
GL 2.0 4dr 4913 5379 
Berlina 2.0 5657 6123 

Manta 

Berlinetta 
hatchback 6284 6750 
coupe 6142 6608 

Rekord 4dr 5853 6349 
Berlina 6392 6888 
Berlina HL 7353 7849 
DL diesel 7206 7702 
DL estate 6815 7311 
DL estate 

diesel 7771 8267 

Senator 2.8S 9378 9967 
CD 12298 — 

Monza coupé 12752 13341: 


PANTHER (30 Lima and 4 de Ville dealers) 


J72 4.2 *24157 *24580 
de Ville 5.3 
saloon _ *58412 
convertible _— *72377 
Lima *9160 *9621 
Lima Turbo *12157 — 
“Until stocks are sold 
PEUGEOT (269 dealers) 
104ZL 3323 — 
104ZR 3654 — 
104ZR Custom 3852 — 
104ZS 4253 — RI146 
104GL 3453 — RTR406 
104GR 3783 — 
104SR 3930 — RI190 
104SR Custom 4252 — 
104S 4382 — 
305GL 4183 — 09/78 
305GRS 4483. — 
305GR 4583 — 09/78 
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Automobile Association reminds 
me that, while going through my 
late father’s effects, I came 
across an old key with overlap- 
ping AA initials. 

He’d come home from London 
one day, nursing a car with a tem- 
peramental carburettor along a 
road with few passing places, 
when another driver roared up 
behind him, furiously .-sounding 
his klaxon... 

On arriving at Hertford, this 
irate motorist followed my father 
home and said he was going to 


prosecute him for obstructive . 


driving, adding that he was a 
member of the AA, who would 
attend to the legal side of the case. 
Next day, my father drove to 
London and joined the AA him- 
self. Naturally, nothing more was 
heard from the other fellow... . 
S C Elms Neale 
Hertford 
@The item referred to is actually 
an AA lavatory key that was is- 
sued to members between 1912 
and early 1920s — EDITOR 


Have and have-nots 

The government’s proposed tax 
on car ownership (DRIVE, 
September-October) is, I feel, to 


be wholeheartedly condemned. 
While drivers of company- 
owned cars will be able to take 
this tax as lightly as they have 
recent petrol increases, poorer 
private owners will once again be 
hit the hardest: motorists who 
have been obliged to lay-up their 
‘old faithful’ while saving for 
repairs to make it roadworthy; 
Owners who need to mothball 
their transport for six months. 
A Morris 

Old Basing, Hampshire 


Bit on the side 
Until recently, 1 worked in a gar- 
age where the malpractices in 


crash repairs exposed by DRIV 
(July-August) were common- 
place. On one occasion, a com 
plete side was cut off a second- 
hand shell and fitted to an insur- 
ance job. : 
(Name and address supplied) 


Two-star treatment : 
Twenty years ago, in the days of 
£ s d, the equivalent of 2-star pet- 

rol was 2d cheaper than 4-star. 
Now, though prices have dou- 

bled, it is still only 2p cheaper. 

Are owners of 2-star cars sub- 

sidising the rest? 

Philip Nuttall 

Darwen, Lancashire 


ON-THE-ROAD NEW-CAR PRICE-GUIDE 


305SR 5013 — RI162 
305SR Custom 5404 — 
305GRD 5306 — D19/79 
304GL estate 3935 — RTR386 
304SL estate 4232 — 
504GR 5079 5573 RI174M 
504GRD 5811 — RTR425 
504 estate 5588 — 
GR estate 6304 6898 _ /AI159 
Family estate 6684 7178 
D estate 6321 _ 
Family diesel 
estate 7505 — 
505GR 6382 6877. 
SR 6907 7401 
Ti 6883 7377 
STi 7604 8099 803 
GRD 7197 — 
SRD 7721 — 
604SL 8794 9388 #£RTR391 
Ti 10389 10853 AI167 
D Turbo 3692 — 
POLSKI FIAT (115 dealers) 
125P 2616 — RTR379 
estate 2972 — 
Polonez 3532 — 
PONTIAC (5 dealers) 
Trans-Am 
(rhd) — 12379 
PORSCHE (27 dealers) 
924 9394 9873 D7/78 
924 Lux 9873 10351 
924 Turbo 14289 — 
911SC (coupe 
or targa) 10723 — 
911SC (sport 
coupé or targa)18470 — 
928 22118 22118 
928S 25542 25542 
911 Turbo 28241 — 


PORTARO (44 dealers) 


Pampas 250D 7083) — 
250DL 7463 — 
250DPU 7601 — 
250DP 7750 — 
RELIANT (184, and 76 Scimitar dealers) 
Robin 850 2910 — 
estate 3190 — 
Super Robin 850 3315 — 
estate 3595 — D21/79 
Kitten DL 3450. — 
DL estate 3710 — 
Scimitar GTE 10494 10494 RTR303 
GTC 11530 11530 
RENAULT (463 dealers) 
4TL 3299 — R161 
4GTL 3501 — 8017 
5 3168 — 
Srl 3658 — D3/78 
5GTL 3dr 3871 — R143 
5dr 4031 — 
5TS 4263 — RTR370 
5 auto 3 dr _ 4375 Rl172 
5dr — 4536 
5 Gordini 5504 — 803 
12TL 4020 — RTR385 
estate 4476 — RTR374 
14TL 4143 — RTR414 
14GTL 4379 — 
14LS 4413. — 
14TS 4708 — 06/78 
18TL 4357 — 
50 a 


18TS 4771 — RI189 

18GTL 4969 — 

18 auto —_— 5467 

18GTS 5429 — 

18TL 
estate 4824 — 

18LS 
estate 50§5 — 

18TS 
estate 5287 5638 

20TL 5668 — RTR409 

20LS 6128 6464 

20TS 6846 7182 D12/78(M) 

30TS 8176 8513 RI134(M) 

30TX 9649 9985 AI134 

ROLLS-ROYCE (77 dealers) 

Silver Shadow Il — 42204 RTR312 

Silver Wraith | — 49691 

Corniche _ 62722 

Convertible — 66610 

Camargue _ 76364 

ROVER-TRIUMPH (925 dealers) 

Rover 2300 *6764 *7241 RI186 
2600 *7944 *8206 D8/78 
3500 *10319 *10581 RTR428(M) 
V8S *12012 *12274 

Range Rover 3.5 13091 — D2/79 

Triumph 
Dolomite 1300 *4155 — 

1500 *4474 *4928 RTR345 
1500SE *4139 — 

1500HL *4949 *5403 RTR345 
1850HL *5442 *5896 RTR288 
Sprint *6525 *6692 RTR332 

“While stocks last 

SAAB (195 dealers) 

99GL 2dr 5462 — 

99 Turbo 2dr 8127 — 

900GL 3dr 9667 — 

900GLS 3dr 6962 7537 

900GLS 4dr 6782 7247 

900GLS 5dr 7182 7827 

Q9O0GLE 4dr 9230 9398 

900GLE 5dr 9087 9077 

900 Turbo 3dr 10537 — 

900 Turbo 5dr 10937 — 

900 Turbo 
5-speed 11343 — 

SKODA (285 dealers) 

$110R coupe 2288 ~— 
105S 2308 — 
105L 2458 — D1/79 
120L 2507 — 
120LE 2708 — 
120LS 2958 — R169 
120LSE 3159 — 

SPARTAN (0 dealers) 

Sports 2dr on app- — 

2+2 lication — 

SUBARU (103 dealers) 

GLF 4142 — 

GFT coupé 4640 — 

4wd saloon 5138 — 

DL estate 4341 — 

4wd estate 5387 — 


SUZUKI (27 dealers) 


$C100 2662 — 
OF soft-top 3612 — 
LU80V 4wd 3812 — 


TALBOT (600 dealers) 


Sunbeam 1.0LS 3421 — RI164 
1.3LS 3688 4102 
1.0GL 3734 — 
1.3GL 4000 4414 
1.6GL 4165 4579 D6/78 
1.6GLS 4727 5141 
1.6Ti 4828 — 
Lotus 7367 — 
Avenger 1.3LS 3848 4262 
1.6LS 4013 4427 
1.3GL 4455 4869 
1.6GL 4620 5034 
1.3LS estate 4282 4696 
1.6LS estate 4446 4860 
1.3GL estate 4915 5329 
1.6GL estate 5079 5493 
1.6GLS estate 5280 5694 
Horizon LS 
1118cc 3886 — 
1294cc 4039 — 
GL 1118cce 4408 — D5/79 
1294cc 4561 — 
GLS 1234cc 4970 — RI177 
SX 1442cc _ 5632 
Alpine LS 
1294cc 4451 — Ri151 
1442cc » 4654 — 
GL 1442cc 5158 — RTR381 
GLS 1442cc 5965 — 
SX 1592cc _ 6884 
Solara 1.3LS 4231 _ 
LS 1.6 4428 — 
GL 1.6 4914 — 
GLS 1.6 5644 — 
1.6SX —~ 6532 
2litre 5426 5784 RTR308. 
Matra Rancho 6101 _ 
TOYOTA (236 dealers) 
StarletGL 3dr 3261 — D3/79 
1200GL 3dr 3491 — 
1200GL 5dr 3591 — RI187 
Corolla 1300DX 2dr3415 3614 
1300DX 4dr 3515 3715 ¢ 
1300DX 5dr estate 3745 — 
1600DX 3dr liftback4036 — 
1600SR5 3dr 
coupe 4384 — 
Carina 1600 DL 4085 4374 # D10/78 
1600DL 
estate 4345 — 
Celica 1600ST 
coupe 4564 — 
2000ST 
Liftback 4960 — RTR423 
2000XT 
Liftback 5847 6053 
2000GT 
Liftback 6165 — 
Cressida 
2000DL 4741 5016 
estate 5057 5372 
Corona GL 
Liftback 5435 5635 AI185 
Crown 2800 
Super 4dr 
saloon _ 8666 
TVR (21 dealers) 
Tamsin 12967 — 
VAUXHALL (602 dealers) 
Chevette E 3dr 3391 — 
L 3dr 3702 4091 
GL 3dr 4104 4493 D3/79 
E2drsaloon 3339 — 


E4drsaloon 3476 
L2drsaloon 3650 4039 
L4drsaloon 3787 4176 RTR396 
GL 4drsaloon 4188 4577 
E 3drestate 3821 _ 
L3drestate 4124 4513 
Astra L 5dr 
hatchback 4540 — 
GL 5dr 4968 — | 
L 5dr estate 4729 — 
Cavalier 1300L 4190 — 
4dr 4327 — D9/78 
1600L 2dr 4414 4880 RTR382 
4dr 4551 5017 Al163(a) 
1600 LS 4748 — 
1600GL ° 4997 5463 
2000GL 5261 5727 ARli52 
2000GLS 5762 6228 
1600GL 
sports hatch 5339 5805 
1600GLS 
sports hatch 5840 6306 
2000GLS 
sports hatch 6104 6570 RI184 
Carlton 2000 6271 6767 #D12/78 
5dr estate 6888 7384 
Royale 2800 10697 10697 D24/79 
coupe 11267 11267 
VOLKSWAGEN (365 dealers) 
Polo N900 3dr. 3421 — 
L900 3dr 3720 — RTR408 
GLS 1100 3dr 4094 — R183 
Derby 
$1100 2dr 3596 — 
LS 1100 2dr 3957 — D3/79 
GLS 1300 
2dr 4307 — RI168 
GolfN11003dr 3757 — RTR411 
L 1100 5dr 4183 — RTR411 
LD (diesel) 
1500 5dr 5054 — RI160 
LS 1300 3dr 4399 — 
LS 1500 5dr — 4810 
GLS 1460 5dr 5083 5388 D6/78 
GTi 1600 3dr 5858 — 807 
GLi 71420 — 
Jetta 1.3L 4368 — 
GL 4814 — 
1.5LS 4905 5210 
GLS 5291 5596 
Passat LS 1600 5229 5563 _RTR388 — 
GLS 1600 5dr 5658 5992 RI165 
LS estate 5528 5862 
GLS estate 6020 6354 
LD estate 
(diesel) 5942 6276 
Scirocco GLS 
1600 coupe 6047 6432 £0D7/79 
GTi 6633 — 
Storm 7520 — 
VOLVO (246 dealers) 
343DL 4559 4758 D10/78 } 
345DL 4858 5058 # 
343GL 480s 5008 : 
345GL 5108 5309 7 
244DL 6818 7309 RTR426 — 
244GL 8360 8757 i 
244GLE 9015 9412 RTR426 
244GLT 9387 — ‘ b 
245DL 7634 8124 
245GL 8439 8835 RTR368 
245GLE 9111 9508 
264GL 9719 10116 
264GLE 10869 11266 
265GL 9848 10245 2. 
265GLE 10754 Lat id 801 
oe ho bi 
eye, Mi: ee "priv Novembe fe a aia 


Renault’s first attempt at an 
east-west engined car has been a 
success. The generous girth of the 
14 may have given it a less-than- 
successful Billy Bunter profile, 
but such vital statistics and care- 
ful pricing have made this hatch- 
back a family favourite since its 
1977 launch, although slower- 
selling than Renault expected. 

Time and sales gimmicks wait 
for no car, however. The five- 
door hatchback market became 
so hotly contested that Renault 
soon needed a new top-of-the- 
range model. The simple answer 
was a bigger engine for extra 
power with economy, plus such 
extras as electrically powered 
windows and central locking. 

For 1980, the 14TS has copied 
the styling of its stablemates, with 
the front end following the 
Renault 18 lines. 

Renault predicts that its plush 
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new 14TS will account for 37% of 
near-18,000 sales of 14s this year. 
It’s further predicted that buyers 
will be family men aged between 
25 and 45. If that sounds like you, 
read on. 


How it goes 

To inject the extra power, 
Renault took a lightweight 
engine/transmission package 
from the joint Renault-Peugeot- 
Volvo factory at Douvrin, 
enlarged its block from 1218cc to 
1360cc, and added a double- 
barrelled carburettor to increase 
power from 57bhp to a promising 
70bhp. Otherwise, it’s an 
unchanged Renault 14TL engine 
with single overhead camshaft, 


| built to withstand high revs and 


producing its maximum power at 
6000 rpm. 

Even after careful tuning, our 
test car churned away for several 
seconds before bursting into life 
— and it was no easier to start 
when the engine was hot. Renault 
has stuck with a manual choke, 
presumably for economy 
reasons, but it is fiddly to adjust. 
However, once on the move, the 
engine warms up rapidly and 
causes few problems in traffic. 
The only time that our car hesi- 
tated was when we accelerated 
hard out of a left turn; our testers 
suspected fuel-float surge. 

If any of our testers expected 
sports-car performance to go with 
the TS badge, they were disap- 
pointed — even more so when the 


speedometer was discovered to 
be ... well, optimistic. Believe 
what it tells you and you won’t go 
faster than 6S5mph on Britain’s 
motorways — but just think what 
that could do for your fuel- 
economy calculations! 

Using our own specially cali- 
brated speedometer at the test 
track, we discovered that perfor- 
mance has not been boosted sig- 
nificantly, and top-gear accelera- 
tion times — from low speeds in 
particular — are little different 
from the TL. 

Where has all the power gone? 
Well, the 14TS uses an unfash- 
ionable four-speed box, whichis a 
handicap in the economy stakes. 
So, in order to keep the car as 
economical as its lower-powered 
five-speed rivals, Renault uses 
very high overall gearing: the TS 
pulls 17.3mph per 1000rpm rather 
than the 15.9mph of the 1218cc 


Bob Oxford 


CAR TEST 


models. In practice, this means 
that drivers in a hurry must work. 
the gearshift hard. 

Even. then, tyre-screaming 
acceleration from rest to 60mph 
proves more than Isec slower 
than a Ford Fiesta 1300S, and the 
new Alfa Romeo Alfasud 1.5 may 
make the 14TS eat dust. And we 
did try hard, taking the rev 
counter to 6250rpm — just a 
whisker over its red-lined limit. 

We don’t mind rowing a car 
along with its gear lever when it 
moves as slickly as a Ford 
Fiesta’s, but Renault’s shifts 
have never been famous for their 
easy operation. On the I4TS, it 
has a rubbery, imprecise action 
that led us into the wrong slot 
more than once. Reverse gear 
sometimes crunched on engage- 
ment, too, but the clutch does 
have a light, pleasant action. 

In an effort to reduce roll while 
cornering, TS suspension modifi- 
cations include a stiffer front 
anti-roll bar. It sounds as if it 
should be sufficient, but the hand- 
ling of the 14TS is unlikely to 
satisfy the enthusiast who knows 
how to read the tachometer. The 
steering is too spongy and impre- 
cise to encourage exploration of 
the car’s abilities — it can under- 
mine even an expert’s confidence 
at first. Despite its promise on 
paper, we feel that the 14TS fails 
to deliver: one tester commented 
that it felt as clumsy as its Billy 
Bunter styling. 

The 14TS may not flounce as 
much as some Renaults we can 
remember, but it still wallows in 
comparison to more-agile rivals. 
As with most family saloons, its 
nose drifts gradually wide of the 
intended course through a corner 
as speed increases, the steering 
demanding increasing muscle to 
master the oversteer. At the limit 
of its cornering performance, the 
14TS simply lifts a wheel — 
which might look dramatic from 
the outside, but makes little dif- 
ference to the driver. On the 
straight and level, the 14TS has 
other problems — wandering at 
will. down the motorway and 
demanding frequent, tiring steer- 
ing corrections. Reach your des- 
tination and the heavy, ponder- 
ous steering around town will 
build up muscles you never knew 
you had. 

Comfort and efficiency are two 
of this Renault’s boasts, and they 
are fully justified. Unique at this 
price must be its electric front 
windows and _ remote-control 
door locks (though the hatch still 
needs a key). Headlamps can be 
adjusted by hand to cope with the 
car’s sit-up-and-beg attitude 
when fully loaded, and we 
approve of the tinted-glass, lami- 
nated windscreen, and halogen 
headlamps. We commented some 
years ago that the 14TL kept its 
rear window clean naturally, but 
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HOW GOOD 


At-a-glance 


DRIVE's verdict on the Renault 14TS 
taking into consideration its 

rivals, its price and what kind of car 
it’s meant to be 


Out of 10 


PERFORMANCE 
@@00@8@00000 


FUEL ECONOMY 
0000000000 


HANDLING/STEERING 
@©0060000000 


COMFORT/REFINEMENT 
@©000000000 


INTERIOR/LUGGAGE SPACE 
00060000000 


PASSENGER AIDS 
00000008000 


DRIVER AIDS 
00000008000 


ACCIDENT/INJURY SAFEGUARDS 
@000000000 


RUST RESISTANCE 
@@00000000 


the TS’s rear wash-wipe kit is 
handy for clearing off the dew 
after a damp night out. 
Instrumentation, too, impre- 
sses, witha central binnacle hous- 
ing tachometer, fuel gauge and 
speedometer with a _ useful 
odometer, and eight warning lamps 
cover such mishaps as oil pres- 
sure loss, handbrake on and 
choke out. The heater is the 
slow-reacting water-valve type, 
controlled by three vertical slid- 
ers \for direction, volume and 
temperature, and two pushbut- 
tons must be operated to activate 
the two-speed fan. No less than 
three column stalks are provided, 
with indicators controlled by the 
right hand — which many regard 
as best for righthand-drive cars. 
The lighting stalk is confusing at 


in 


first but quickly mastered, and 
our only complaint about the wip- 
ers is that there ought to be an 
intermittent setting. 

The very accurate quartz clock 
and reassuring temperature gauge 
are sited on the centre console, 
over five rocker switches that 
control windows, door locks, the 
rear wash/wipe and rear fog- 
lamps. Renault remains one of the 
manufacturers that make you pay 
extra for a radio. 


How comfortable 

If only the Renault 14TS was as 
comfortable as it looks. Its seats 
seem as impressive as any moon- 
shot capsule’s, with their wrap- 
round backrests and smart 
brushed-nylon covers. Snag is, 
their inadequate support for the 
lower spine earned complaints 
from the healthiest testers after 
only two hours at the wheel. The 
infinitely variable seatbacks do 
allow some variety in the discom- 
fort, and slim drivers found that 
the seat wings now give no sup- 
port. Whatever happened to the 
design of the excellent 
‘adjustable petal’ seats in the 
Renault 17? 

The plush front seats steal 
some of the rear seat’s legroom, 
their padding robbing backseaters 
of valuable kneeroom: we meas- 
ured a loss of 134in over the old 
TL. Nonetheless, three adults 
can sit comfortably in the wide 
rear seat, and the only complaint 
we heard from them was about 
the claustrophobia induced by 
the high-backed front seats — 
irritating, but safe. 

As one would expect, the TS 
suspension feels more ‘tied- 
down’ than the TL’s, but the car 
is still a softy at heart. Move over 
to the front passenger seat, how- 
ever, and you could be forgiven 
for doubting our dislike of the sys- 
tem. Its long-travelling suspen- 
sion can provide the sort of pas- 
senger comfort that French side 
roads demand — even if it is more 
wearing for the driver. Paradoxi- 
cally, the refined, smooth- 
running engine only makes one 
more aware of other sources of 
noise — creaks from the facia, 
and gear whines that drew com- 
ment from the most complacent 
of drivers. 

The transverse engine and 
extra-long wheelbase give the 
14TS plenty of space for five peo- 
ple and their luggage. We approve 
of the bulky spare wheel’s loca- 
tion on top of the engine, where it 
stays clean and does not waste 


valuable cargo space. A luggage 


canopy hides valuables from 
curious eyes, or it can be slotted 
out of the way behind the rear. 
seat. Folding the rear seat over to 
form a two-seater estate calls for 
muscles, gritted teeth and both 
back doors held wide open. Once 
folded, the step in the boot floor is 


RENAULT 14TS ‘ 
Parts/repairs (inc VAT) i 
clutch £51.57 (fitting 4.5hr) h 
exhaust £78.79 (2.0hr) i 
headlamp unit £44.50 (0.6hr) a 


front bumper £64.97 (1.3hr) 
laminated windscreen £89.70 (0.9hr) 


oil filter and: points £6.49 (0.6hr) 
major service 10,000 miles (2.5hr) 


Insurance group 5 ) 
Warranty 12 months/unlimited mileage; ~ 
5 year corrosion protection 

Standing costs per year/12,000 miles 
Loss of value £280 

Capital interest £249 

New-cost inflation £680 

Total standing costs=£1209 (10.07p per mil 
Running costs 

Petrol (£1.38 per gal) £453.70 
Insurance (av) £193 . 


i 


Road tax, AA sub £60+£26 
Servicing/replacements £80.78 
Total running costs=£813.48 (6.8p per mile) 
Total cost of ownership 4 
£2022 (16.85p per mile) 


HOW IT COMPARES 


Renault 14TS 

Fiat Strada 75CL 

Talbot Horizon GLS 1234ce 
Volvo 343DL 

Peugeot 305GR 
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ACCELERATION 
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times in sec BRAKES pedal pressures and responses FUEL 4 star/97 octane mi 


Ha dbrake 28% est stop 82% SOnsnmaveT zu noms penee 
80 - m gradient| | __ at 40 ot hard driving, heavy traffic - 28Vempg 


short journeys in the suburbs 29mpg 
motorway — 7Omph cruising 34%ampg 
70 igi gp | brisk driving, mixed roads 38mpg 
gentle driving — rural roads 44mpg 
typical mpg overall 36% 
realistictankrange | ~~-~«9¥gall/850 miles 
30mph DRONE 
SP ek One i Se ne eee 
7Omph 34Yempg 


max mph 20%empg 
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% efficiency (ideal car's braking performance falls within Steering: energy head restraints: front? Yes 


central zone — above, too heavy, below, too light) absorbing? Yes rear? No 
good road ‘feel’? No _ interior: well padded? No 


OP SPEEDS brakes: powerful? No w/screen laminated? Yes 
Max engine speed sensible effort? No doors: childproof? Yes 
used 6250rpm; Fade test pedal pressure needed for 75% stop fade resistant? Yes latches crashproof? No 
max in top 5600rpm; (ideal car would show no variation) belts: effective? Yes — petrol: shielded 
Standing %4 mile 30!b at atart; 30Ib in constant use; 43lb in severe use convenient? Yes filler? Yes 
19.4 sec Watersplash 100lb at first, 7 stops to recover fitted in rear? No protected tank?Yes 
ENGINE MAXIMUM 30-70MPH 30-70MPH BRAKES OVERALL MAXIMUM TYPICAL STEERING 
ON-ROAD CAPACITY OVERALL SPEED THROUGH IN TOP BEST STOP LENGTH LEGROOM LEGROOM TURNS/ 
PRICE (£) CC) (MPG) MPH) GEARS (SEC) GEAR(SEC) (%G/LB FT/IN FRONT (IN) REAR (IN CIRCLE 
4708 1360 3612 97 15.8 24.6 82/40 ae a 5 4/32! 
4458 1498 36 97 13.6 29.4/20.7 100/60 neat We 38% 32/34 
4970 1294 33%2 4 16.8 Abell 96/55 Ange 42/332 
' 4559 1397 32% 88 : 19.4 28.5 100/70 1eEOF 4%2/29% 


4583 1290 33% 88 19.4 31.0 88/38 Toehite 342/32% 
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the only flaw in an otherwise 
excellent load-carrying area, and, 
in the unlikely event that still 
more space is needed, it is poss- 
ible for the rear seat to be 
removed and left at home. It is not 
easy to remove, however, and it is 
even harder to put back again. A 
careful redesign is needed here. 
While Renault made a versatile 
load carrier out of the 5, and an 
unsuccessful one of the 20/30, the 
14 falls in between for conveni- 
ence and versatility. 

Heating and ventilation is 
excellent, with an output prolific 
enough to roast the Sunday joint 
and vents that can cool without 
draughts. 

The centre vent is in two sec- 
tions that, when turned to face 
each other, deliver a healthy vol- 
ume of air ready mixed for con- 
sumption. Both heater controls 
and the push buttons that govern 
fan speed can be masked by the 
steering wheel. 

The noisy two-speed fan is 
rarely needed, but rear-seat pas- 
sengers can suffer cold feet and, 
as with all water-valve systems, 
there is a short delay between ask- 
ing for warmth and getting it. 


How strong 

There was a time when Renault’s 
rustproofing was as consistent as 
Britain’s weather, but there are 
now signs of improvement. 
Renault started guaranteeing its 
efforts in 1978, and has paid great 
attention to quality control. Our 
TS had wax injected well into its 
box sections, and pvc sealant 
uniformly applied to vulnerable 


All measurements in inches 


areas such as the wheelarches and 
outer floor pans. But we have 
seen better paintwork than our 
test car’s metallic finish, with its 
orange-peel effect and flaws. 

We like the plastic bumpers 
that can shrug off parking knocks 
— especially as the 14’s body 
design rather invites them: 
though forward visibility is 
superb, the car has a poor outlook 
to the rear and a broad beam. 

Mechanically, the 14TS_ pre- 
sents no special problems — for 
the garage, at least — and owners 
can take comfort in the fact that 
this engine has been tried and 
tested elsewhere. Servicing is 
simplified by a plug-in point for 
diagnostic engine checks, and 
bolt-on wings make body repairs 
easier. 


How safe 

The servo-assisted brakes incor- 
porate a valve to limit braking 
pressure on the rear wheels, so 
preventing their locking up in an 
emergency stop. However, 
DRIVE’S testers found that, in a 
panic-stop, the front wheels lock 
up — and it doesn’t take a lot of 
pedal pressure to achieve a 
screeching slide. The test car’s 
best stop of only 82% is one of the 
poorest figures we have ever 
recorded, and it all happens at a 
too-light 40lb. Pedal pressures 
rise by a third under severe use, 
and it took seven stops for the 
brakes to dry out after a soaking. 
The padded rooflining looks reas- 
suring, though more padding on 
the screen pillars and header rail 
would not come amiss, and we 


kerbweight 17Yecwt 
overall length 13ft 21 
overall width 5ft 3in 
overall height 4ft 6in 


remain unconvinced that the door 
handles would not open under a 
side impact. 

Door locking is centrally con- 
trolled by a magnetic switch so 
that all four doors can be locked 
or unlocked simultaneously from 
outside or inside. A safety device 
automatically unlocks all doors in 
the event of a severe impact, and 
a thermal cut-out prevents the 
circuit from overload. 

One of the major safety fea- 
tures built into the Renault 14 — 
which incidentally was based on 
Renault’s original Basic 
Research Vehicle of 1974 — isa 
tubular hoop around the tailgate 
and a reinforced cross member, 
designed to absorb rear-impact 
force. The whole bodywork of the 
14 incorporates strengthening 
members in sides, roof and floor, 
with progressively crushable 
front and rear sections and a 
strong crush-resistant centre 
body shell. 


How much 
When asked ‘What’ll she do?’, a 
14TS owner can say with some 
pride: *3642mpg’. It’s as good as 
any for fuel economy — an 
important consideration when 
even a 14TS owner will spend 
more than £450 a year on fuel. 

On paper, only the Fiat Strada 
75CL looks relatively better by 
price and performance, but the 
14TS is the better equipped, with 
powered windows and central 
door locking. 

Other additions include a boot 
light, map reading light and glove 
box illumination, rear window 


wash/wipe and quartz-halogen 
headlamps. 

Most noticeable change on the 
outside of the TS is its Renault 
18-style nose, with direction indi-— 
cators moved up from the bumper 
to flank the headlamps, which 
themselves incorporate parking 
lights. It makes the front end look 
wider and smoother, while the” 
heavyweight reinforced-plastic 
bumpers are now larger and made 
in black polyester, absorbing 
impact safely up to Smph. 

Servicing comes round every 
year or 10,000 miles, with only an | 
oil change at the halfway stage. | 
Front-garden mechanics may find | 
engine access a problem, and they 
won’t be encouraged by a hand- 
book that tells them little apart | 
from the location of the sump plug | 
and a minimal toolkit. 

A group 5 insurance rating | 
makes owners pay the price for 
choosing a foreigner. 


Verdict 
The 14TS is a strange brew. Its rev. 
counter, go-faster stripes, ‘ 
mediocre comfort and handling 
are presumably blended to appeal | 
to all tastes, but it’s not our favour- | 
ite recipe. Certainly, we took note 
of Renault’s own publicity to the 
effect that it is not intended to be a 
sport — but then we didn’t find it | 
very comfortable, either. 

So what virtues are left? A 
roomy, economical and reasonably 
quiet five-door hatchback — of 
which there are currently more | 
than 57 varieties at similar or 
cheaper prices. And our testers | 
think that rivals from Fiat and | 
Vauxhall — the Strada and Astra 
— are spiced more to their liking. | 


ENGINE 
Type and size front-mounted, transverse | 
4-in-line, water-cooled; 75mm 
borex 77mm stroke= 1360cc; 5 main bear- | 
ings; alloy block/head 

Compression ratio 9.3:1 

Valve gear chain-driven overhead cam-— 
shaft actuating rockers 

Fuel system Solex 32 CISA twin-venturi 
carburettor fed by mechanical pump from | 
10¥Yegal tank — no reserve 

Max power (DIN-net) 70bhp at 6000rpm 
Max torque (DIN-net) 78!b ft at 3000rpm | 


TRANSMISSION 
Clutch 7%in diaphragm spring, single 
dry plate, cable operated; pedal load/ 
travel: 281b/5in 

Gearbox 4-speed (all synchromesh) and | 
reverse; ratios: first 3.88:1, second 2.30:1, 
third 1.50:1, top.1.04:1, reverse 3.57:1 
Final drive helical pinion gears, 3.56:1 to] 
front wheels 

Mph per 1000rpm 17.3mph 


CHASSIS 
Suspension — front: independent Mac- | 
Pherson damper/struts with coil springs 
and anti-roll bar. Rear: independent by 
trailing arms with double transverse tor-— 
sion bars, telescopic dampers and anti- | 
roll bar | 
Steering rack and pinion, with 4 turns | 
between full locks; turning circles average | 
32¥eft between kerbs with 62¥eft in | 
response to one turn of the wheel : 
Wheels 4'2B rims with 145SR13 steel- | 
braced radial-ply tyres 

Brakes dual-line hydraulics; discs front, 
drums rear, with servo assistance (load | 
sensitive rear valve and line failure warn- 
ing light) 
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The bestthing about 
aused Opel... 
is thatitS an Op el. 


However many tempting impressively low running costs, serviced and expertly checked 


come-ons a dealer may offer you, and you'll understand why Opel _ over to make sure that they 

ausedcaris only as goodasthe make great used cars. match up to our high standards. 

engineering that originally went Opel Dealers keep used cars If you’re looking fora 

into it. feeling great great used car, look for this 
With German engineering, To be an Opel Dealer, you sign. Or find us in Yellow 

we build an Opel to last. And have to be just as good as the Pages. 

that’s good news, whether you’re _ cars themselves. Which means : 

in the market for a new one, or providing dependable parts and 

looking for a quality used car service back-up, and having the 


that you'll actually enjoy owning. facilities and expertise to ensure 
Opel reliability is legendary, — that Opels only reach their new 


thanks to sound design and owners in perfect condition. 
skillful assembly. Each one And not only Opels. Our 
receives extensive anti-rust dealers usually have other 
treatment during manufacture, makes of used car in stock, 

so its showroom beautyis much prepared for sale with the same 
more than skin deep. And the meticulous attention to detail, 


quality of the materials that go 


into an Opel keep it in its prime 
longer than most. OPE i =). 
Add to that its superb road 


manners, stylish good looks and Reliability comes as standard. 


96° diy CRG rep ger No, 
« y ope tte wae Oa tA” St le ae lel Pie ORT Utah) et } 
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DRIVE SPECIAL — THE TOOLS AND THE JOBS 


_ As prices rise and wages don’t, it becomes increasingly clear that something has to go. Assuming that it isn’t going 

to be the car — not yet — wouldn’t it be nice to make savings on the garage’s bill? However, there’s more 

to changing an oil filter than finding the bonnet release catch. Whether you need a fact or a thingummyjig, 
DAVID ROWLANDS knows where to find it. Here, he welcomes you to his 


Tools paradise _ 


es SIZE AND scope of an 
ideal toolkit depends on the 
individual motorist and what he 
intends to do with it. Simple 
weekly checks don’t need much 
more than a tyre-pressure gauge, 
an oilcan and a supply of clean, 
non-fluffy rags. At the other 
extreme is the DIY fanatic whose 
dream of a workshop looks like 
the shelves of Halfords at 
Christmas. 

DRIVE thinks that the average 
motorist will want a kit that falls 
between these two extremes, 
containing some indispensable 
items to speed him through a full 
preventive maintenance and ser- 
vice in a morning, plus a few 
more-specialised tools that will 
help with both tuning and repairs. 
A car aad Ss view. of. 


'g -3B-n socket wrench tea /open ene Upevingt set a 4 re; : i. # 
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nner and Dockers set panes a differenc e —the Bie o box of goodies 
nventional 24-piece AF and metric socket set and 14 combina- i| 
but the nick in the spanners’ jaw enables a kind of ratchet action. i} 
38 to DRIVE’S readers 


kit to tackle the | home-grown models. A few cars 
lar tasks on the | have a mixture of both types of 
i bolt. But, whichever size range 
will give you a | your car is built with, there will 
the world of | probably be a sump-drain plug | 
you buy that | requiring an especially large i 
rs, check over | spanner or socket, or you may 
put exactly what 
ad whether any 
te quired to do |} 
ajority of cars 
| either AF or 
— metric for 


“i 
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THE TOOLS AND THE JOBS 


even need a special spanner with 
a square-key end. 

The most-useful tools are the 10 
AF spanners that range from 7in 
to %in {in 7sin steps) or the dozen 
metric that go from 8mm to 19mm 
(in Imm jumps). You will need 
open-ended spanners for working 
on unions and other nuts and bolts 
that can’t be tackled from over 
the top, but ring spanners are 
lighter and stronger, and, as they 
surround the whole nut or bolt, 
they don’t slip or strip the hex- 
agon. Get the best of both worlds 
with a set of combination span- 
ners that have an open jaw one 
end and a ring the other. 

Whichever type you buy, du- 


k = oe 
Maker of special tools for the garage 
trade, Sykes Pickavant packages 
selected items for the DIY market 
under the Speedline brand. At £9.03, 
the nut-splitter is a boon 


plicate at least the three or four 
sizes in the middle of your range, 
so that you can hold a bolt while 
tightening the nut. An adjustable 
spanner will do this job, and it isa 
useful tool, but never use it for 
really tight bolts. Best duplicates 
of all are a socket set, combining 
the safety of a ring spanner with 
the convenience of a ratchet 
drive. Those with a in drive are 
most useful, and you should 
budget £12-plus for a small set of 
good-quality sockets. Hilka’s set 
carries the AA Seal of Approval. 

Screwdrivers are one of the 
most-abused tools in any kit. 
Doubling as paint-tin openers, 
tyre levers, tommy bars and 
scrapers, it’s little wonder that 
the average DIY man refuses to 
believe that they are very special 
tools indeed. You should have 
several sizes of screwdriver to 
match the size slots on the various 
screws throughout the car (in 
both Phillips — ie cross-hatch — 
and conventional-slot types). Use 
the correct one and you will avoid 
damaging the slot or cross on the 
screw head. And resist the temp- 
tation to wield them as chisels: 
use screwdrivers only on screws 
and they will make a positive fit in 
the slot or cross for much longer. 

Standard engineer’s pliers with 
insulated handles should be com- 
plemented by a pair of long-nosed 
pliers for fiddly electrical work. A 
self-grip wrench — Mole is the 
major brand — is invaluable when 
you need three hands for a job. 
For electrical checks and adjust- 


No extra's required — wide range of applications. 


Send S.A.E. for full descriptive literature and list of approved 


oo 
The Ie te Kenworth House, Freckleton St., 
Blackburn BB2 2EL. 


Tel: Blackburn (0254) 50218. 
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POINTLESS 
ALTERNATIVE 


ignition, top performance, 
power and economy mile after mile, year after year. 


Available for most cars, Piranha is the only 
optically-triggered electronic ignition system witha 
nationwide network of sales and fitting agents and 
a fully delegated warranty scheme. 


No moving parts, 
nothing to wear, 
nothing to replace. 
For trouble-free 


fitting and service stockists. 


Piranha Sales, 


New in the DIY instruments and tools range of Gunsons Colourplugs is the 
Testune Multimeter. It displays rpm, points dwell, angle, battery and generator 
voltage and circuit resistance (useful for spotting bad connections), and it also 
has a simple points-check facility. Recommended retail is £28.64 


ments, your kit should include a 
simple circuit-tester, a plug- 
gapping tool, a sparkplug-socket 
spanner, a feeler-gauge set and 
perhaps a set of BA spanners — 
tiny-tot tools for sub-4in nuts. 
And a handyman’s knife — it has 
dozens of uses, from paring wires 
to cutting pvc insulating tape. 
Gadget-type tools are tempt- 
ing, but a few are invaluable, too. 
An inspection lamp or lead lamp 
will allow you to work on the 
gloomiest recesses of the car — 
good fluorescent battery types 
are available, but a mains version 
gives more light. One of the simp- 
lest jobs you will tackle will be an 
oil change, and the Bell Drainer 
Can is a superb aid: on its side, 


it'll catch the drainings down to’ 


the last dribble, and it can then be 
carried upright for convenient 
disposal of the waste oil. 

The list of more-specialised 
tools you may require for regular 
servicing jobs is endless. Good 
buys are items such as the SPQR 
tappet adjuster, which makes 
light work of the valve clearances 
on those cars for which it is 
designed. For the same job, other 
cars may require a crowsfoot 
spanner, Allen keys and a supply 
of spare shims. All engines 
benefit from a tune-up with the 


aid of a dwell-angle meter and a 
stroboscopic timing lamp. 
Together, these might amount to 
an investment of £30-£40, but you 
could easily recover this in the 
space ofa year or so in fuel saved. 

Brake maintenance goes that 
much more easily when the right 
tools are used. A drum-brake 
adjusting spanner prevents 
rounding off the square end of the 
adjuster, and a piston-retracting 
tool makes life simpler when 
changing disc-brake pads. 

A word of warning: expertise 
and equipment are vital for this 
so-important task, but DRIVE is. 
also on extensive record as to the 
dangers of using cheap parts. It 
could be your safety that’s at 
stake, so use only car-manu- 
facturers’ original equipment or 
well-known brand names such as" 
Girling, Automotive Products or 
Quality, Assured for brake pads 
and linings. 

If your car has grease nipples 
— some modern models don’t — 
a grease gun is essential for lub- 
ricating. To dispense oil, a 
squirt-at-a-time oilcan is best. 

In the course of DIY, you will 
enevitably meet the odd stubborn 
bolt or screw that can’t be shifted. 
by any less than brute force: while 
penetrating oil may help, a hack- 


Let there be light, for both DIY servicing and roadside repairs. The Transtrip” 


fluorescent inspection strip is encased in a rubber and shatterproof-plastic” 


tube. Itruns onthe car's 12v battery power and has q 10ft cable. Price is £12.88 © 
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| THE NEW SUPERSPEED AIR PUMP. 
A tough Mini Compressor for Only £14.95. 


durable case measuring only 


mini-compressor. 


Quite simply plug the Super Speed 
Air Pump into your car’s cigarette 
lighter socket or connect it to the 12 
volt DC battery in your car or boat. 
Then this compact little workhorse 
with its high speed motor gearbox and 
piston compressor will inflate airbeds, 
dinghys, bicycle tyres or footballs in 
next to no time. Even flat car tyres 
can be inflated in minutes. 

It comes complete with rubber hose 
and locking valve connector, high 
pressure and cone adaptors 
plus a 12 volt power lead and 
plug — all stowed neatly 
inside an attractive and 


84in x Sin x 24in and 
weighing only 1.5 kilos. 

At this super low direct 
purchase price every family 
can afford its own 


Buy the New Super Speed Air 
Pump and take the puff out of 
pumping. Inflates up to 4Sp.s.i! 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Pressure Gauge 


This tough nylon screw-in tyre gauge 
designed to fit the Super Speed and 
produced by England’s leading 
manufacturer of pressure gauges has an 
easy to read 2in dial. Made to stringent 
British Standards it can measure 
pressures up to 100 
p.s.i. (6 in Bar) with an 
accuracy of over 99%. 

Remember, correct 
tyre pressures are a 
legal requirement and 
they increase miles per 
gallon too! 


Only £3.20 


(plus p&p) 


(plus p&p) 


Credit Card Holders may telephone 24 hours a day 
on T 0962 65996 and place orders immediately 
without completing the coupon. 
And if you’re not completely satisfied we shall be 
pleased to refund your money if you return your 
Super Speed or Pressure Gauge in good condition 
within 14 days. 
ir BE BE (Sy GS Gia Gis GS Coe 
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REEPOST 


No stamp required just complete and 
send this coupon to:: NEW CONCEPT, | 
DEPT. D/II80|IM FREEPOST, 
WINCHESTER SO23 8BR. 
Please send me ___Super Speed Air 

i Pump(s) at £16.15 inc. £1.20 p & p and 
insurance. 
Please send me___ Pressure Gauge(s) at 

i £3.45 inc. £0.25 p & p and insurance. 


I enclose cheque/postal order for £ 
f or please charge my Access/Barclaycard 


No. [anes se) 
BARCLAYCARD 
i Signature aimed 
aa. 
Name cd 
i Address, 


New Concept 


NEW CONCEPT, A Division of Ulundi Ltd., 
14 St. Georges St., Winchester SO23 8BR. 
Registered England No. 1321067. 


THE TOOLS AND THE JOBS 


saw in the toolbox may come in 
handy, a %4lb ball pein hammer 
will get through to many fixings, 
and, in the last resort, a nut- 
splitter could be the answer. 

And don’t forget that you have 
to work in safety: a pair of sturdy 
ramps and/or axle stands are 
musts before getting underneath 
the car, and you may also need a 
good hydraulic or scissor jack to 
raise the car: few standard jacks 
will withstand regular use. 


a 


DON’T BELIEVE 
EVERYTHING 
YOU READ ON 

THE SPANNERS 


DID IT EVER occur to you that the 
size marked on that spanner 
might not bear any relation to the 
size of the nut or bolt it is sup- 
posed to fit? Almost certainly not 
.. . but checks by AA engineers 
have repeatedly shown that this is 
by no means uncommon in the 
DIY-tools business. Indeed, a 
wide variety of motorist’s tools 
have failed the AA tests that fol- 
low the guidelines set by the Brit- 
ish Standards Institution. Open- 
ended spanners have broken and 
cracked, hammer shafts have 
-split and the heads worked 


dangerously loose, screwdriver 
blades have deformed, pliers 
have distorted and socket-set 
ratchets have fallen apart. 
Clearly, there’s a lot more to 
buying tools than reading the 
label. Bill Eccles, secretary gen- 
eral of the Federation of British 
Tool Manufacturers, admits that 
choosing a set of trustworthy 
tools is very difficult. ‘The British 
Standards are not obligatory,’ he 
says, ‘and the Trades Descrip- 


tions Act does not insist even ona 
manufacturer’s name and country 
of origin appearing on the label.’ 
All British-made tools do meet 
the British Standards, he 
declares, but this quality is gener- 
ally reflected in considerably 
higher prices. Cheaper tools from 
Iron Curtain countries, India and 
the Far East are widely available, 
and what motorist won’t snap up 
an apparent bargain? 
Penny-pinching rarely pays off, 


\ . Few “NS as “is 

4 P+ ar - 
The set for all a 
mechanics, Hilka’s 
Pro-Craft has a 44-piece 
array oj} 
chrome-vanadium AF 
and metric tools, The 
Yin-drive accessories 
include a speed brace, 
sliding tommy-bar 
universal-joint and 
sparkplug socket. . . and 
the AA’s Seal of 
Approval. £50.43 to you 
— and very realistic, too 


however, and the AA’s engineers 
have certainly unearthed some 
imported horrors — tools that 
could result in a scraped knuckle 
at best, and potentially muct 
more serious injuries. 

One unhappy customer sent in 
a shiny set of Indian open-endec 
spanners, in which two_ hac 
cracked in corners, at the bases 0! 
the jaws. Had he been applying ¢ 
lot of force at the time of the 
break-up, it could have beer 


pay attention 
fo your redr_@==s 
+ Mf sc 


Like most motorists we’re sure that you know ai tm, 


what looks good and represents value for money. P oR mes: 
That is why we’re asking you to look at the ' 
Autoplas Collection. Starting with our popular 
range of Rear Visors (over 150 models)— 
sharp and sleek in design, easy to fit with 
no drilling or screwing. Autoplas are 
approved suppliers to some of Europe’s 
largest motor manufacturers. 


Wheelies— 
push on wheel 
covers, Trim Rims, a ‘iia 
Door Pockets, Spat Flaps, & e fo} 
Screen Huggers, Dashes, Power 1. ] 
Intakes, Instrument Pods—if you A 
would like to see more, either a 
ask your local accessory shop or 
write to us for a leaflet... 


QUutO- 


Autoplas, 90 Main Road, Hawkwell, Essex SS5 4JH, England 
Tel: Southend-on-Sea (0702) 202795 Telex: 995395 Visors G 
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metallurgists? Hydrogen- 
duced cracking. . . froma fault 
| the electro-plating process that 
gave the tools their glitter. 

_ Fora Pandora’s box of horrors, 
however, consider the 150-piece 
toolkit from Taiwan that arrived 
in an impressive, five-shelf metal 
container — a solid array of glis- 
tening efficiency. But of 54 sock- 
ets, no fewer than 16 were too 
small, more than a third of the 
Spanners were undersized, and 
none of these tools met British 
Standard hardness tests. The 
hammer head was loose and the 
shaft split, while a rubber hammer 
was secured to its thin shaft by 
only a single nail. There were 18 
Other spanners that had been cut 
from 7sin thick steel plate — they 
could be bent by hand. 

The main problems with tools 
is that, provided they look func- 
tional, the faults are unlikely to 
come to light until they are used. 
And even if a breaking tool 
doesn’t cause injury, it will 
almost certainly cause delay, not 
to mention the real possibility of 
badly damaging the car. So what 
precautions can the DIY man 
take to avoid these pitfalls? 

‘A good tip,’ says Barry Fox, 
of the AA’s test team, ‘is to buy 
only those tools with the maker’s 
name, the country of origin and 
any essential size markings per- 
manently stamped on them. 


WOODHEAD 
| LOADMASTER 
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COMBINATION SPARHERS. AF ® 
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These toolish things remind me of where everything should be. The JPI Work- 
shop Toolboard is fiendishly simple and effective: the hooks provide a place for 
each of 112 popular tools; the shadows behind reproach forgetful mechanics 
who don’t put them back after use. You can buy the board and tools as a 


complete kit for £99.95 


Always inspect the tool closely 
before purchase, looking at the 
finish and markings. 

‘It could also pay to take along 
a selection of nuts and bolts to 
check that the spanners are cor- 
rectly sized. Check the ratchet 
mechanism of a socket set — the 
more-prominent the reversing 
mechanism, the easier it will be to 
use when your hands are greasy. 


— amust for trailer towing. 


manufacturers. 


WOODHEAD MANUFACTURING CO. 
P.O. Box 4, MOORCROFT WORKS, 


OSSETT, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF5 9DL, ENGLAND. 
Phone: Ossett 273621 (STD code 0924): Telex: 55291 


e Select the ride you want with the new 


WOODHEAD HEAVY DUTY 


Sold only in pairs. 


P.O. Box 4, MOORCROFT WORKS, 


OSSETT, WEST YORKSHIRE, WF5 9DL, ENGLAND. 


a safer way yas sovel:. Phone: Ossett 273521 (STD code 0924) Telex: 55291 


of the existing rear shock absorbers on your 
car to assist the springs and provide extra damping. 
They help to prevent rear end sag and sway 


Woodhead Shock Absorbers are supplied as original 
equipment by most British & many overseas vehicle 


Select your own ride characteristics with Woodhead Heavy 
Duty Adjustable Shock Absorbers. Easy to adjust and install, 
the units have infinitely variable adjustment (between min. 
and max. damping positions) enabling you to select the 
ride and handling characteristics. 


Adjustment and installation details in each carton. 


WOODHEAD MANUFACTURING CO. 


Sockets themselves should be 
fairly deep — at least half the 
diameter — and there should be a 
groove in the square drive to grip 
the spring ball. And it’s a good tip 
to start your toolkit with shorter- 
handled spanners: you won’t be 
able to apply so much force, so 
you'll avoid stripping threads. 
“The corners in the jaw of an 
open-ended spanner should be 


rounded rather than angled: it dis- 
tributes stress better. Pliers (of 
which very few meet the stan- 
dards in AA tests) should be 
inspected for looseness of the 
centre rivet; the jaws should also 
fit together in alignment and the 
gripping grooves should mesh. A 
hammer should have a heavy 
head and a light handle that 
should be fixed securely in place 
by wooden or metal wedges. 
Screwdrivers should have well 
squared-off blades, and, if the 
handle has a rubber cover, check 
that it’s tight on the plastic handle.’ 


YES, YOU 
CAN HAVE 
ONES FOR 
THE ROAD 


MORE THAN SEVEN out of every 10 
roadside breakdowns could be 
avoided — or at worst reduced to 
atemporary hiccup — if motorists 
carried out regular simple servic- 
ing. And some half of the 
thousands incidents to which AA 
patrols are called could be a 
minute or two’s work on the hard 
shoulder for the keen DIY man 
champing to resume the journey. 
But only if he’s prepared with a 
small set of travelling tools and 


spare parts, plus one or two items 
continued on page 64 
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Quality Assured 


Lockheed, Girling & the Britis 
Brake Lining Manufacturers | 


STOP! 


The British Brake and Brake lining 
manufacturers, world leaders in the braking 
field, have become concerned over the appear- 
ance of many new and little known brands on 
the market. 

So they decided to run some tests. And 
many of the results were alarming. 


Someofthe unknowns were prone tofade. 


Some wore unevenly or failed in other ways. 
That's why British manufacturers have 

decided to identify the products in which you 

can have real confidence. 

QA. The Quality Assured symbol. 


- manufacturers will be 


Every product bearing the QA symbol 
meets the high standards used by the British 


‘Brake and Brake lining manufacturers. 


At this year’s Motor Show, the British 
Brake and Brake lining 


displaying the QA 
symbol at their stands. 
So you'll know where 
you can be sure of the 
best. 


Brake pads and shoes 
you can trust. 


Armstrong Patents Limited 435 Hall 7 
Automotive Products Limited 26 Hall 5 


Belaco Limited 325 Hall 6/6a 
Brake Linings Limited 411 Hall 7 
Don International Limited 361 Hall 7 
Ferodo Limited 410 Hall 7 
Lucas Girling Limited 241 Hall 1 
___ Mintex Limited 374 Hall 7 
_ Trist Draper Limited 327 Hall 6/6a 


THE TOOLS AND THE JOBS continued from page 61 


that are strictly for emergencies. 
In the last-resort department 
are petrol cans, emergency 


windscreens, fire extinguishers 


SHOCK ABSORBERS and towropes. Petrol cans have 


come a long way since the bat- 


: THE ULTIMATE IN QUALITY tered, recycled gallon oil can 
| TRANSFORMS RIDE COMFORT & | ("0 illegal for the storing of 

5 es Op- 
ROADHOLDING - COMBATS LEAN, | up cans, ‘such as. those. intro 


PITCH & WALLOW duced by Paddy Hopkirk’s Mill 


Accessory Group, have a pack- 


pwsWEAR ADJUSTMENT GIVING ing of fine aluminium mesh that 
a GREATER MILEAGE occupies less than 1% of the can 


pba LA, volume, yet vastly reduces the 


risk of igniting the contents. Cal- 
PO! HAYNES led Expamet Explosafe, this 
development may also be used in 


OFFICIALHOME COUNTIES DISTRIBUTORS the car’s own tank in future to 

| For KONI Shock Absorbers & Load-a-justers, reduce fire risks. 
Autoballans & Sanlins Leader in the emergency- 
World's leading stockists of windscreen market is Humphrey 


SUSPENSION AIDS for TOWING Thompson, with the Compact 


: range of flexible screens rein- 
: OVERLADEN CARS & VANS forced by thin metal rods — an 
| excellent get-you-home device, 
especially in bad weather, but 
make sure you get the right depth 
of screen for your car. 


AutoBesans BUSPENSIOy, ARMSTRONG 


poag 2 GN sccm 


AIDS . . 
LOAD DISTRIBUTORS You might think that a towrope 
ayy , MONROE J CPA» is a towrope is a ... but 
a = \ cARLIGir LOAD LEVELLERS CPAY even this simple aid has been 


STABILIZERS RIDE LEVELLERS EVEN KEEL 


ingeniously improved by the 
Write or phone for FREE Suspension Aid or KONI Catalogue march of technology. Masquerad- 


ing under names such as Auto- 
ee splice, Braidlok and Rollorope is 


salamat pelea or yag pact a rope of loosely braided strands 


THE SHOCK ABSORBER & SUSPENSION AID CENTRE of polyester — so loose that you a eer se te NRE oa 
P.O. Box 56.BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS, HP9 1PA push the strands aside and splice- | Fuel-safe can — the Paddy Hopkirk special contains mesh | 
Tel: BEACONSFIELD (04946) 5620 in each of the rope ends to make | eliminates any possibility of explosion. £11.33 for the Igal size 


How to gain up to £600 Bonus 


5 - D) s a . . P ¥ a 
in difference between Ordinary'and Dealers) Check with trade-inprices. ww” Nh 


F; fs pe ~ s x . . ,. . o* ” 
top ‘Book price condition for 3yr.oldcarontrade-in [sted in MOTOR, WHIN CAR? ETE. 


Whilst still enjoying lively car in remarkable trim oll can test behind chrome strips or brush-on 
Only a thoroughly rust proofed car that's meant to stay rustproofing job. At one Tenth of professional Centrés a is story eyeing? oan 
rustfree no matter what, stands to gain between £400 and £85+VAT (mostly for labour) Get Waxoyl now. } aXxoy! p ; 
£600 MORE for ‘top end’ book price on trade-in. So it paysto Old Car? New Vigourl If there's metal to protect, Waxoyi will uite amazing! Send £2.07. Post Free. 
consider Waxpyl rustproofing. Firstly because WAXOYL ete it, eg., load-bearing chassis members, ods: points, age 
DEPMITELY MLS OFF UBT (onus poner, at oes ahonce and sock tcories Hap ee red” ees Most UE wo Cave Tusk Mor 
Activation pn back na tnger'a besa ian cassia: cal insulation. Spray plugs, distributor, battery terminals, for Realy he 

peat dete x: easy wet weather starting, save fuel. Helps recapture smooth 

Rust Gnaws Upwards. Finnigan's found erosion spores at; ; : : Pt 

: : ; ride pleasure, rebuild road worthiness. One spraying does it! 
every assembly stage in Stripped down new and used cars. gut fasts engine life. 
Rust gnaws upwards. Surface “bubbles” defy: scraping, Year After Year Protection Ignore pounding grit, slush, vici- 
overpainting. MORE of the infernal stuff lurks UNDERneath! gus road salt!) in rust-loaded Winter conditions. Be indiffer- 
Waxoyl Spray plan covers every underbody rust trap, every — ent to wet. sticky, Summer days’ condensation rust moisture 
rust menace of road and weather. Because you do-it-yourself dripping onto raw metal edges within box sections, sills, door 
and it’s your car, it'll be yet another THOROUGH Waxoy! panels: all sweat-prone areas. 


Powerful airless spray 
‘PROUD OWNER’ 
works FOUR times 


REPORTS after | upto 8ft.long feeds 
FOUR WINTERS? direct from j 
Condition faster than any 
ALL WAXOYL PROOFED AN other trigger operated 


RUST FREE | i design. Feeds direct from 
= Waxoyl can. Pull trigger 

to load. Let fly! 

No mess. No waste. 


DO-IT-YOURSELF 
RUSTPROOFING 


with FINNIGAN’S Fast Working — 
New, Adjustable Spray, Trigger 

operated ‘SUPER JUMBO’ 
Applicator 


“No rust on visible 
WAXOYL treated areas"| “Vaxoyl can 
NORTH LAING 
ri ¥ off-shore’s 
« largest Rig 
; Wz uses 
 WAXOYL on 
sea- washed 


of world’s biggest 
OIL COMPANIES says: 


FINNIGANS LTD (DRW) 


“SUPER JUMBO” System complete with all attachments. Power Spray adjust- COMBINE with oxygen and water, some rival rustproofers disintegrate. Swiss } Ejtringham Wks. PRUDHOE, 


Palin arptcnnin able from fine to extremely powerful 8ft Jet. Cranked Extension sprays here, Gov't tests report: (Waxoyl) ‘Metal unchanged.” This is music to Finnigans. > 
tested, ONLY WAXOYLI there and everywhere, including hollow sections. Adjusts for large areas ‘fan’ Good news for you! Get Waxoy! to be sure. Gain that marvellous ‘Book’ price i gy ecqomapte ne hcg La 
spray. PROBE EXTENSION for hard to get at areas. why Big: W et A True Wace 
; uct : l 045 Gal. 
WAXOYL Ta Sa tar JUMBO” long with Wacayt OTTO 34 “Mogt satisfactory says Chrysler Cente, Basle, “No sign olcarasionon72 J Cyplire JUMBO 
for brine ‘| @%; | ‘Tadpole’ Molecules Waxoy! Micro rust inhibitor molecules resemble tadpoles. finden Car Cub. “Coating stl intact in corrosive sea br" NSW Australia O20 rbd on ‘ - 
erenete wes, Jt ST: } Magnetic pull in electrically charged properties sink tails into metal pores. “One of cheapest, effective ways to protect car” Autocar Mag) “9 yr old Volvo f 160 litre ria 
pipes a i Rust-laden air moisture skedaddles within SECONDS of contact, Tadpole heads looks less than half its age”’ ‘Clean, easy hla No after cleaning” Encl Chq/PO/MO cash £..........00. 
: seal off locked-in molecules. Link, chain-like into continuous flexible, water (Swiss Auto Racing A.G.) ‘On marine diesel oll tanks, Waxoyl excellent” I 


repellant skin Waxoyl never stops working! Re-knits if punctured by flying grit (Westerly Marine orteracndp “Excellent Part ex after 15 months. Carabso- © yo, 0 2 2 
Pay by Access/Barclay/Trust  etc., Ceaseless activating molecules in Waxoyl skin creep across exposed metal. futely rust free. No garage” (Llandudno) ; Print CAPS. I 
Card. No charge (Quote No) Torn edges merge, hold “proud car owner” condition Order direct. All prices include carriage and VAT. SMALL CAR: 5 Litre © pqgress 
Use 24HR. phone. Callers wel- Salt & Water Spray Tests Independent tests by the score sorts out rustproofers (1.1 gal.) £8.20. BIG CAR: 10 Litre (2.2 gai.) £13.70. 20 Litre (4.4 gal.) ] 
come Mon to Fri., 9AM to like nothing else. Swiss Gowt’s test, again in corrosive (40°C) atmospheres, and Drum £23.10. 60 Litre £62.81. 45 gal. £199.65. ‘JUMBO' £4.09 Post 
4.30 PM five minute salt sprays every hour until metal breaks down. Because they Frog 767. Waxoyl Aerosol £1.61. Post Free. Regd. Office 354180 (England) 
© Despatch usually per return. Finnigan’s Ltd. (OQ RW) Prudhoe NE42 6LP Ph. 0661 32411 ee ee ee ee 
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Top left: the Rolls-Royce of 
jump leads, the Loc Jaw range 
has locked contact crocodiles 
. and a Rolls price — £16.57. 
Left: friends ina can. The Redex 
aerosol-discharged fire exting- 
uisher meets the AA’s Seal of 
@&— Approval requirements for only 
£6.10. Sicli’s P11 dry-powder 
BM) version —also with the AA Seal 
a tt —is refillable, but it costs £12.36 
WO : Al (refills £7.07) for the Ikg size — 
the minimum for safety. WD40, 
Pm on the other hand, is for when 
you’re not firing: a squirt of the 
all-purpose water repellant will 
idry off condensation-soaked 
ignition systems to get you going 
— again. From about £1.55 


Xtinguish© 


For Ice, Snow & Mud. 


% FITTED IN MINUTES 

* DESIGNED FOR RADIAL TYRES 
* QUIET RUNNING 

% NO NEED TO JACK UP THE CAR 


nearest stockist. 


%* LONG LIFE So here's an easy, 
effective method of thief- 
* COMES IN HANDY CONTAINER Name proofing your valuable 
vehicle. Keycard is quick 
Lay Chain.“ Pull Address od Cinsercomplees uit 
on Alc up over tyre. Secure. spare tard key and full 


96 Joy Lane, Whitstable, 
F. 


DRIVE November-December 1980 


Please send me further 
details plus address of my 


RUD CHAINS LTD. 


& Tel: (0227) 266464 Telex: 


your Own tow loops; as the rope 
tightens, the splice locks up — 
and, unlike a knot, the splice parts 
easily at the end of the tow. Prices 
are around £3 for a 12ft rope. 
The most-suitable fire exting- 
uishers for use in acar are those in 
which the agent is a halegonated 
hydrocarbon (BCF) or a dry 
powder. AA engineers say that 
the smallest size you should carry 
is 600g for BCF and 1-2kg for dry 
powder. Extinguishers with the 
AA Seal of Approval are Paddy 
Hopkirk’s PGLi models (1kg and 
2kg dry powder), the Sicli 1kg dry- 
powder model, and the Redex 
RF 1 600g BCF aerosol type. 
Toting your full toolkit around 
in the boot takes up luggage space, 
and its redundant weight costs 
fuel, so pack a small kit with just 
the bare essentials for roadside 
repairs. Like the AA Motorists’ 
Tool Roll (price £10.95), this 
could consist of six combination 
spanners, two screwdrivers 
(normal plus Phillips or Posi- 
drive), pliers and a plug spanner. 
Just as important as tools is a 
small pack of spares and materials 
— pvc insulating tape, about 18in 
of high-tension plug cable, a can 
of emergency radiator sealant 
(Bar’s Leake, Holts Radwell or 
similar), a fan belt (the correct 
one for your car), one sparkplug 
and a contact-breaker set are 
musts. A length of soft-iron wire 
and some spare electrical cable 


are wired into a small, easily 
concealed socket. The circuits 
are only completed when | 
your special Keycard key is 
inserted into the socket. 
Unplug the Keycard and the 
circuits are broken and the 
vehicle immobilised. 

Only you know which 
circuits are affected, and 
few thieves can risk 

spending | hours checkin’ 
| the wiring. Your car 
key has one of several 
thousand possible 
configurations, and is 
almost impossible to 
duplicate. 


instructions from Sound 
Advice, Newman House, 
Northgate Avenue, Bury 
St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 

Send for yours today. 


11:80 
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966170 


How many hundreds or thousands 
of pounds is your car or motorcycle 
worth? For just £15, new Keycard 
byes eliminates the risk of it joining 
e 400,000 vehicles stolen annually. 
Keycard is igenious but simple. 
Up to three of the vital electrical 
circuits in your car or motorcycle 


RELIEF 


FROM BACKACHE 


AND FATIGUE 


Now at last - the medically approved answer to 
backache and driving fatigue. 

The unique Autolux-Schukra is the world’s first 
infinitely adjustable, moulded car-seat back support. 
It gives orthopaedically correct support to your spine 
and is easy to adjust, even when driving! 

@ Eases backache 

@ Comfort and Safety 

@ Fits any car 

@ Awarded 14 Euro Gold Medals .~* 
@ Hardwearing cover in 4 colours 


@ Medically approved and used 


by leading European 
companies. 


WRITE FOR FULL DETAILS TO 


wil Ny AUTOLUX-SCHUKRA FREEPOST 
BS Doncaster, South Yorkshire,ON13 BR } 
— «= (Nostamp required) : 


To: Sound Advice, 

Newman House, 
Northgate Avenue, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. 
(Tel: 6284-61352; Reg. in England No. 2389582) 


Please send me Keycard Anti-Theft System(s) at a 
price of £15 each (to include VAT and postage). | enclose 


payable to Sound Advice. 


cheque or P/O for 
(Or, simply quote Access/Barclaycard No, ___—-__—_?) 


Name 


Address 
(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 


Please allow 21 days for delivery. If not completely satisfied 
return within 7 days for full refund. D2 


Aaya .— 
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GIRLING. __ 
DISC BRAKE PADS. 
THAN JUST A PART! 


Girling brake system com- 
ponents are among the most widely 
fitted by the world’s vehicle manu- 
facturers. We know about brake 
systems. And we know about disc 
_ brake pads. They must perform 
efficiently and consistently what- 
ever the car's speed, even if they get 
-« hot with extensive braking. They 

% must also offer a reasonable wear 
rate, relative to performance. 
; They must give you consistent 
' performance and safer braking — 
in short, real confidence. 


Be safe and sure, fit... 


© DISC BRAKE PADS 
in the long run the safer buy. 


Wie 


us ful extras. Many car man- 
facturers sell an approved 
rushproof pack of spare lamp 
ulbs that will keep you inside the 
law. Help comes 1 cans, too: an 
yerosol pack of Holts Damp Start 
and some Cadulac Rocket WD40 
all-purpose lubricant could over- 
come many a hitch in starting; 
small tyre inflators that deliver up: 
fo 120psi are now widely available 
— the Paddy Hopkirk and Com- 
mand models are examples, at 
rices from £16-£25 — so that a 
flat spare tyre need no longer be 
the ogre it once was. 


_ YOU’VE READ 
; THE BOOK 
_ — NOW SEE THE 
| TEACHER 
* ’ 
YOU CAN DENT your car’s annual 
Servicing bill by buying parts and 
materials wisely at the discount 
Store, but the biggest saving of all 
s that, as a DIY mechanic, you 
don’t pay garage labour bills. 
With a mechanic’s time breaking 
the £10-an-hour barrier, most 


D1Yers will reckon it a bargain if 
they can get a job done in any 
number of hours. But how do you 
develop the skills and knowledge 


DANGEROUS 
shock absor- 
DIETS N cs 
faulty brake 
linings 
counterfeit 
parts. There 
are any 
number of pit- 
falls awaiting 
» the unwary, so 
what can you do to ensure that you 
| buy products you can trust? 

| Be suspicious of items that are 
outrageously under-priced. They 
could cause expensive damage by 
failing in next to no time. Chances 
| are that you will not only pay to 
have things put right, but also fin- 
'| ish up buying the item you should 
|| have chosen in the first place. 

By all means, shop around. But, 
if in doubt over which brand to 
look for, seek advice from a main 
dealer that sells your make of car. 
Make sure, too, that, where 
‘| appropriate, the item carries a 
‘| recognised approval symbol such 
|| as the kite marks of the British 
Standards Institution or the Brit- 
ish Electrical Approvals Board; 
the E-mark signifies that a product 
| meets European standards. 

‘| Buy only from reputable deal- 
'} ers, or from outlets displaying the 
| badge ofa recognised trade federa- 
|| tion. And check that the tool. or 
component is guaranteed. 

'| Where possible, choose pro- 
| ducts that carry the AA Seal of 
| Approval. If they don’t, you can 
| always call up the AA for an 
“expert opinion on what you should 

buy. Phone or write to the Techni- 
| cal Services’ departments at the 
} regional headquarters. 
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AND THE JOBS 


to make the work go smoothly, 
approach or even beat a garage 
time for a job, and, just as impor- 
tant, avoid costly mistakes that 
might subsequently have to be 
rectified by a garage? 

For the absolute beginner, 
there’s no better start than a gen- 
eral car-maintenance book, and, 
without being unduly biased, 
DRIVE can hardly do better than to 
recommend three of the AA’s 
own titles. Car Care, prepared 
for Marks and Spencer, includes 
illustrated guides to the 100 
most-common servicing jobs 
(price £3.75). AA Book of the Car 
is a superbly illustrated guide to 
the principles of the car’s major 
systems, preventive maintenance 
and DIY repair, it also contains 
sections on driving and other 
motoring matters (£9.95, post 
free). For a much more-intensive 
course in the nitty-gritty of DIY, 
including clear step-by-step 
photos, fitting accessories, plan- 
ning a weekend’s DIY and idiot- 
proof fault diagnosis, get the 
recently launched Know About 
Your Car (£8.95 from AA outlets 
or £9.90 by post). 

These books will add enorm- 
ously to your enjoyment of a 
course of evening classes on car 
maintenance. All over the coun- 
try, local-education authorities 
offer beginners’ and more- 
advanced classes in car care. But 
be a little selective, if you can, 
about the course that you attend: 
adult-education officers have 
freely admitted to DRIVE that the 
quality of teaching varies consid- 
erably from area to area; the 
worst offender is the former gar- 
age mechanic, advanced in years, 
who has conducted classes for at 
least a decade using a bag of 
worn-out bits and his own Morris 
Minor (or, even worse, an obs- 
cure Iron Curtain import) as his 
sole aids to teaching. Try to meet 
the instructor at the enrolment, 
ask if he is familiar with your own 
make and model of car, and check 
whether you will be able to work 
on it during practical sessions. If 
you have read and largely under- 
stood one of the general books, 
don’t enrol for a_ beginners’ 
course. Evening classes cost from 
around £10 a term — an invest- 
ment that you will easily recoup in 
your first servicing session. 

Before you roll up your sleeves 
and take the shine off those new 
spanners, however, you will need 
a little more specific advice about 
the quirks and foibles of your own 
car. There are some servicing 
guides on the market that are 
intended only to flesh out the 
many gaps in the manufacturer’s 


- handbook; these are useful for 


simple servicing, but not much 
more. 

A few car manufacturers will 
sell an official manual to an 
owner, but you will probably find 
it full of references to special tools 
held only by dealers. Both the 


PRODUCTS 


PADDY HoPKIRK 
CAR SOUND PROOFING AIT! 


What else ; : 
could you possibly p 
buy that will so dramatically 
improve your car for under 


Transform your car into a luxury model cheaply and easily 
with an Interior Silent Travel sound proofing kit. They are 
pre-cut to fit your make of car with step by step fitting 
instructions. Acclaimed for years by the motoring . 
press — Britain's top selling sound insulation kits. 


IF YOUR CAR IS NOT LISTED HERE WRITE OR PHONE!!! 


ALFA ROMEO CITROEN 127/127385dr. sport £32 OPEL TOYOTA 
AlfaSud £21 2CV6 {28 foro Ascona £31 Corolla 30 senes 
AUDI Dyane (26 Anglha 105E&Est {30 Manta £35 Saloon&Estate £33 
BOLSIGL pre'76 £27 AmSal/Est £30 Cortina Mk} Sal: Mk2 Rekord 11 & Coupe £35  CorollaEst 3) 
8OEst.pre'76 £26 GSSal,Est £26 Sal &Est.Mk2/1600E £33 MantaSept.’75on t29 Celica £28 
1OOLS/GL £35 Oseries Sal £26 Cortina Mk3 Sal £31 Ascona’75on £30 Corolla1200SRCoupe £32 
1005 Coupe £36 Satan £30 CortinaMk3 Est £29 KadertCity3dr HiBack £28 Corollal600L Back £28 
VOOLSIGLSOct'760n £18 CX20008&2200 £20 CortinaMk4 &Est (29 PEUGEOT Celica Jan. 7B.0n £26 
AUSTIN MORRIS CX Satan £20 Escort! &2Sal &Ghia £35 104FHCoupeZS £28 CelicaST Coupe £26 
Mini Sal. to'69 £24 Visa'79/800n £17 - Escort 1 &2Est £35 104 3/5 dt Hiback TRIUMPH 
MiniSal."70 on (24 COLT Capri} & Shitre £35 -760n& 4dr Sal £24  Herald/Vitesse sal £29 
MiCoop.&S £30 Lancer Sal £33 Capn2Ghia £25 304&€st/504:305 £24 TR4 TRS. TRE £28 
MiClub. & 1275GT £20 , GLX 3 Sdoor £24 Capri2 allmodels £30 504Est £21 Sprtlwe&GT6 £24 
MiClub. Est £28 DAF Zodiac IV etc £29 505 80 £28 Toledo& 1500 £28 
MiTray. {31 33:44 855 66 Consul/Granada RENAULT Dolomite & Sprint £29 
MiVan + Root (26 44 €st:66Est. 46 £33 Gha&Estate {33 AaiRsiRG t25 2000:2500Mk1 &2Sal_ £28 
MiVan + Roof/Trim (34 DIAHATSU Transit Cab £19 94 2Sal allmodels £33 2000 2500Mk1&2€st £31 
Morris 1}000Sal.&Trav £27 XTECharade £24 Festa £26 R12Est. Oct. 750n (33 £26 
Allegro Sal./Est £33 DATSUN Granada‘77 on £34 p15 R17 AIG (26 VAUXHALL 
Marina Sal./Est £28 NewCherry Hiback £24 Granada Est Aug. 77 on R14 £29 Cavalier £29 
Marina Coupe £32 100ACherry £28 (Bonnet & Boot only) £24 RIB R20 £28 HB &HC Viva Sal £30 
11/1300 & Maxi £28 120YSunny (30 HONDA ROVER Carlton 79 80 {34 
1800/2200:18185 £28 1608: 1808 Cie 3dr. toOct ‘77 £27 220013500.2000TC £26 HC VivaEst £24 
Princess & 18/22 £32 180BSSS Bluebird £30 Civic 4door £27 Landrover 4&6 cyl £26 FOVic Vent Est £35 
SherpaVaniCab&Bonnet) £34 240/26022seat £27 Ciwe 3dr Oct 77 Range Rover (36 FeSenes&Est £29 
AUSTIN HEALEY > 120AF 11 3 door on& 5 door £27 36q0sp1 £29 Bedtord Beagle £24 
Sprite £24 Coupe Aug ‘760n £24 Ciwic 79 BOon2 dr £26 SAAB CFVanCab £20 
BMW 160JVioletcoup.only £32 AccordHiback £26 9g 2g Chev 2&4dr Sal £27 
1600/2002 £35 MK2 1608, 1808, Accord Saloon £28 gg £33 Chev. 3dr. H/Back £23 
25:28:30 £32 180BSSS'77 on £30 ° Prelude 802 dr Sal £29 ggCombr3.&5 dr (25 VOLKSWAGEN 
520:525 €28 FIAT JENSEN HEALEY SIMCA Scwocco (24 
320°'750n £33 131Mira.2dr Sal £33 2seat Sports £28 1204-11008 £18 Beetle Range (24 
CHRYSLERIROOTES 131 Mira 4dr. Sal (30 MAZDA 11O0LS&GLS (23 1600'F back (30 
Imp: Cham: Stil £35 131 Mira 5dr Est £24 323(Bonnet&Bootonly) £24 sxopa 411 Variant 412LE (33 
Rapier: Alp. FiBack £35 125Polsk {24 MG 100& 110senes (33 k70 £35 
Avenger Sal /Est £32 124/124ST&Est £32 Midget £24 suBaRU Golf 3&5 door £27 
Hunter Sal./Est £36 124Coupe&500L £25 MGBRdster&GT £26 1600 2&4 door Passat 3 & 5 door £30 
160/180 £28 128Sal.&Est £24 MOSKVICH Saloon & Estate £26 Polo £28 
Comm. VaniCarav £32 128SLCoupe £27  1500Sal £31 1 600Saloon'79 80 (26 voLvo 
Alpine!Horizon £17 850Sal. & Coupe £29 427Est £35 gwo€state 80 (32 56&Estate (33 
Sunbeam £27 1283PBerlnetta £26 144: 164 pre'74 £33 
145 pre74 £26 
144 pre'74 £33 
| 145pre 74 £43 
COMPARE OUR PRICES pag Ab 
=! PIBOOES (28 
2448264 (33 
-00 245 Estate & 343 £30 
COMPLETE KITS sonnerairomy 1 
AVAILABLE FROM maladie 
DOIT-YOURSELFKIT 17 
Carnage Charges 
FullKit £2.45 
ORDER DIRECT FROM THE tottoms 18 
OIY Kit (2.25 


FACTORY & SAVE MONEY! 


Maceygh od gp not the Ahaha pal NO STAMP NEEDED SEND DIRECT 
TQ THE MANUFACTURER 
INTERIOR SILENT TRAVEL ( DR1 ) 


FREEPOST TWO COUNTIES 
MILL, EATON BRAY, BEDS. 


Each kit is fully tested and guaranteed. 
Pre-cut and tailor-made to fit your make of car. 


| INTERIOR SILENT TRAVEL FREEPOST Two Counties Mill, Eaton Bray, 
Dunstable, Beds. Tel: Eaton Bray (0525) 220671 Telex: 826653 
| Make cheques/P.O’s payable to INTERIOR SILENT TRAVEL 


* Tick as applicable. Please send me complete IST Kit) 
PUES or Bonnet Kit £11 Dor Boot Kit €11 OD or DIYKit £170 
at. 


* Add part carriage (U.K. Mainland only), — Full l.S.T. Kit £245 
U.K. orders onty 


Boot or Bonnet Kit £1.75; DIYKit £2.25 
Car Make 
MMdiiltcues vere av te ste tar oeheee cave ; cae WOOK Bale 
ACCESS and 
BARCLAYCARD | enclose cheque P.O. for£......... Or please charge to my 
holders may telephone | OEE ESS OAR cc tees 
0525-221243 (24 hours) 
and order without I SIVAG carota te ond osc hy, 5m bint Mippelig eo ah al sod ie Saat gene €9La, 9 oy 
completing the | Pr Lt en ate errr Sn ar eres mrs Seto | 
BOUBOM FS Gb a5 15 Sok 1S dps Oran tests Uae RRgtaVer th) Moe ae 


Reg. No. 962502 (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) DRI 1 
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REPAIR YOUR 
HEATED REAR WINDSCREEN 


* Winter is coming, windows steam up inside, 
make sure your rear demister is working 
properly — if not repair it with 
ELECOLIT 340. 


+ A new heated rear windscreen can cost up 
to £50 — to repair your existing screen costs 
only £6.00 (including VAT). 


* Tested and approved by the AA for use on 
original equipment screens. 340 must not be 
used on “‘stick-on’”’ types owing to their 
different construction. 


* ELECOLIT 340 is supplied in a ready-to-use 
3 gramme bottle on a blister card — no 
mixing is necessary — and a complete repair 
can be effected very quickly. 


* Available only from 
INDUSTRIAL SCIENCE LTD., 
by mail order. 
Please send cheque or Postal Order for £6.00 
(includes postage and VAT) 
to address below. 
Tube and full instructions will follow 
by return. 


LEADER HOUSE, 
117-120 SNARGATE STREET, 
DOVER, KENT CT17 9DB. 


Telephone: 0304 202656 


THE i cs 


Venturing further into 
DIY than simple servic- 
ing needs a manual. 
Clear diagrams and down- 
to-earth hints and tips 


manuals and the tools are expen- 
sive. The alternatives are the 
manuals specially designed for 
the DIY man, such as those pro- 
duced by Haynes, Autodata and 
Autobooks. The Haynes manu- 
als, in particular, are adept at 
pointing out DIY solutions to 
problems that garages solve with 
special tools, while Autodata 
details short cuts made by main- 
agent mechanics. 

Most local libraries loan out 
workshop manuals, if you feel 
that buying one would not be 
economical for the small number 
of big jobs that you will work on. 

Finally you will need to find out 
the exact technical specifications 
of your car. Make a short per- 
sonal record of things such as the 
ignition-timing setting, the types 
of sparkplugs required and their 
gap setting. The part numbers of 
spares such as fan belts, oil filters 
and light bulbs can also be useful. 
Remember, some parts and set- 
tings can vary considerably bet- 
ween apparently identical cars of 
the same year: you should find 
that a dealer’s service department 
will tell you the correct data to 
keep your car in tune. 


WHEN IT 
PAYS TO LIVE 
ON BORROWED 
TOOLS 


AS YOUR DIY expertise increases, 
there will come the day when you 
want to make a major repair that 
really can’t be done without the 
use of a special and usually 
expensive tool. Clutch replace- 
ment, for example, goes much 
more smoothly with an alignment 
tool; cylinder-head overhauls 
need a torque wrench, a valve- 
spring compressor and perhaps a 
valve-seat grinder; wheel-bearing 
refits need special pullers. 

Help is usually close at hand in 
Yellow Pages, listed under Hire 
contractors — Tools and Equip- 
ment. Indeed, such has been the 


manuals a bargain a 
only £4.25 


growth in the services to DIY 
men that you may find several. 
companies offer the tools you 
need, so shop around. 4 

First, however, you must plan 
out your job, so that you kno 
roughly how long it is going to” 
take (and include a generous mar- 
gin for things to go wrong). Try to 
arrange the job so that any special 
tools are needed for just a single 
day — usually the minimum hire 
period. You may find, however 
that the hire shop offers special 
terms for return within the day of 
hire (instead of the next morning 
or for half a day’s use. q 

In a recent check of tool-hire 
charges in several major towns, 
DRIVE found a wide variation iH 


prices. In one town alone, a 
engine hoist could cost you from 
£5.75 to £8.40 a day, between 
£1.25 and £3.22 a day could be 
charged for a valve-spring com- 
pressor, a week with a torque 
wrench could be anything from 
£2.88 to £4.37, and a hub-puller 
was priced at £1.72 to £3.68 a day. 
Oddly, one company with a low 
day rate charged by far the high 
est weekly rate. Remember that 
on top of the hire charge you usu- 
ally have to pay a deposit that 
reflects the value of the tool — 
£2-£20 is typical. a 
When you collect the tool, 


i 2 
Surprisingly, changing ane ; 
be simple. The Haltrac 22a Mi 
| Hoist makes light of 1000Ib for £9.4 
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control problem? 
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_ fuel economy 


| ex going. up in smoke? you have aspeed control prob : 
\ Siac ae aan re sea ef ORL en 
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uel economy problem these days 
indamental necessity to drive with care to obtain 
optimum fuel economy. Fast driving, with frequent _ 
changes in accelerator position will increase your fue 


consumption by as much as 15 to 20%. - ee 
ECONOCRUISE Electronic Speed Control will give. 


“you consistently smooth and accurate speed 


control. Careful use of the accelerator pedal is 
: a the fundamental basis of all economy driving 
we NAUL: ‘techniques. The touch of a switch is all it takes. 

' to drive your car automatically and exactly at 
_any speed that you select (above about 25 mph). 


ECONOCRUISE will give you a considerable 


and it will help you to drive effortlessly, . 

accurately and economically withinthe £ 

speed limitsto protect yourlicence. 4 
Remember! getting your speed under control © 

» isthe biggest single contribution you can make \ y 

dered . to improve your “open road” fuel economy. _ ~~. 4 


capabilities of a person of 
ie average technical skills. ae I Pleasesendme_______———————S—SsSS.—SC Mec Carr 


_ Range cover on Ford, B.L., NC | enclose cheque/postal order £_ \ Mave one 
G.M., Talbot, Citroen, Volvo, Z . . or debit my Diners Club/Barclaycard gine size_________ 
Saab, VW/Audi,etc 2 ine A American Express ae a oo O 
Te Carburettor 


mally available ex-stock. - 


Mite De TA Parmer oe eS Sosa Sa SS INE ae oe 


improvement in driver comfort on long journeys, i 


Other kits available to special No, —___________———. Fyel Injection 0 
eee ta - Siovatine AutomaticL) Manual 
oordera THE ASSOCIATED, 9 Overdrive 0 
Or akan aren ek ROUP s Name ECONOCRUISE LID. 
our factory fit service— ey ji 180 Wood St. 
or a quotation and reservation. B) Address = eget Rugby CV2T 2NP 
:0788 74431. Telex: 311331 1 Phone No. biti 2th a 


2713 DRIVING 
COMPUTER 


14 instant performance 
readouts -helps you improve 
driving efficiency 


REMAINING |- 


MPG 


| AVERAGE» } 


MPH 
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The complete trip computer which 
instantaneously shows accurate fuel 
consumption and enabling essential fuel 
saving required in our energy conscious 
world. 

Easy to install by all D.I.Y. motorists to most 
cars with manual or automatic transmission. 
An adaptor kit is available for electronic fuel 


injection. i ar ae 


INTRODUCING 
THE 


NEW ZEMCO 
CRUISE 
CONTROL 


The latest 
technology in 
speed regulating 
devices ata price 
everybody can afford! 


Special features 

e Seven operating functions and eleven safety 
features 

Unique keyboard for easy operation 

Fits most cars — manual or automatic 

One fitting kit for all models 

Easily installed by any D.I.Y. motorist 


From the manufacturers of Compucruise 


17 Zemce.... 


OO EARLSDON STREET, COVENTRY, CV5 6€| 
TELEPHONE (0203} 79969 
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THE TOOLS AND THE JOBS 


check it over carefully to ensure 
that it is in working order, or get 
the shop to demonstrate it: fre- 
quent use and abuse takes its toll 
of hire tools. If it is an electrical 
tool, check for unsound flex and 
connections; on mechanical 
items, ensure that there is only 
acceptable wear of parts. And, 
before signing the hire agreement, 
take the — often lengthy — time 
to read the conditions, particu- 
larly about forfeit of deposit. 
There are other ways to obtain 
specialised equipment. If you are 
lucky enough to live near Milton 
Keynes, there’s a brave new ven- 
ture to aid the DIY motorist, at 
the workshop of the MKOK 
co-operative. Modelled on Swe- 
den’s OK co-operatives, this 
scheme is a pioneering experi- 
ment by the Mutual Aid Centre. 
The MKOK service centre has 
10 fully equipped garage bays, 
each with a full range of tools and 
sophisticated garage equipment 
for hire. Mechanics are on hand 
to give advice, and, if the job’s 
going really badly, they will com- 
plete it ... at normal garage 
rates, of course! Annual member- 
ship of MKOK is £10, bay-hire 
charges are £1.50 an hour (£2 to 
non-members), and the on-site 
parts shop gives 25% discounts to 
members. All of which may seem 
a bit academic if you don’t live 
near Milton Keynes; but the suc- 


Simply effective —SPQR’s Trakrite 
brings wheel-tracking tyre savings for 
£27.44. Should pay for itself in a few 
years, however. 


rade 


cess of the experiment — ne 
1100 members after just one ye% 
— points to a need that may 
filled in other towns by "_ 
Mutual Aid OK Centres. 
There are, however, som 
tools and instruments that it m 
pay you to buy, both because thei 
are difficult to hire and becaus 
they will generally pay for them 
selves in time. Electronic instry 
ments are increasingly necessar 
to achieve spot-on tuning accu 
racy. They get the best out ¢ 
worn components and directl 
benefit fuel economy, so the £2¢ 
£30 that you might spend on on 
or two invaluable items could eas 
ily be repaid in a year or twe 
Gunson’s, maker of tha 
ingenious window-on-the- 
combustion-process Colortun 
plug at £11.39 (useful for pr 


1976, non-sealed-carburett 
cars), has a new multimet 
instrument, the Testune, 


around £28 which covers all ele 
trical tuning and measuring 
near-professional standards. th 
supplements the Gunson range @ 
bargain-basement tune-up aids = 
Sparktune, an ignition-adjustin 
meter, at £12.54; Tachostrobe, | 
xenon timing lamp and tachome 
ter, at £19.44; and Carbalancef 
for synchronising twin carburet 
tors, at £6.21. 

Gunson’s isn’t, however, thi 
only outfit in the tune-up bust 
ness: a parallel range of more 
conventionally designed instru 
ments, that includes compressio} 
testers, xenon and neon timi 
lights and — most unusually — 
exhaust-gas analyser, is importe 
by Narco under the Commant 
brand. Speedograph is anothe 
brand of good-value tachomete 
and dwell-angle meters an 
stroboscopic timing lamps. 

A really useful tuning instru 
ment set that you could share wit! 
friends or neighbours would con 
sist of a xenon stroboscopic tim 
ing lamp, a_tachometer/dwel 
angle meter/voltmeter and a com 
pression tester. You could thei 
be really free of that service bill. 
; 


84-4057 


FOR PERFOMANCE AND ECONOMY 


A must for serious carburettor tuni 
Command's exhaust-gas analyser 
unique — but a pricey £44.85 
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Superb motorists 


Le al, 
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Brice. SAAR approved 


A complete, professional, high quality toolkit package exclusively to readers 
comprising equipment used by professional of Drive, ata price normally \< 
engineers and mechanics throughout the only obtainable from . 
automotive industry in the UK. The wholesalers. (If purchased separately th 
AA awarded the Hilka socket recommended retail price would be 


set its seal of approval £102.50!) 

for the design quality, With the cost of car repairs now so 

durability and value for high the DIY motorist more than ever 

money. needs a comprehensive toolkit ~ Tanucka 
Tanucka offer consider it wiser to invest in this high 

this remarkable quality toolkit, rather than risk 


unsatisfactory work and replacing 
easily damaged cheaper tools. 


@70 piece motor repair x Cc 
toolkit ; & 

@Fully plated and polished SS thhe 
genuine finest chrome we NO Se 
Vanadium steel a 


+ at aac 


@ All spanners/sockets AF and Metric The ee 
@Socket set in rust and rattle-proof fitted box — @ 
handtools in rattle-proof, sturdy polyurethane 


Ges J 
se ON 


——— 
cplissilis 
figs 


box with lift-out carry tray. 
‘ 6" Perea saeinahe 
MOTORIST ¥e Drive AF/MM Professional socket set, with 8" Flex handle 8 AF combination wrenches 5, to 94 10 lan wrenches 
eaoherr 10 12 point AP sockets °/ig to / 6" Cross bar 8 MM combination wrenches 8-10-12-13-15-17-19-22 MM _ _ Junior Hacksaw with spare blade 
10 12 point MM sockets 8-9-10-11-12-14-17-19-20-22 16%2"Speed brace _ 10" one hand wrench 10" Locking wrench (with wire cutter) 
CONTAINS: 8" reversible ratchet (with spinner disc) Universal Joint 3 Flat and 2 Phillips screwdrivers : 7" Insulated Combo pliers 


3" and 6" extension bar Ya" to Ye" Adaptor 10 Blade Feeler Gauge 6%" Insulated Long Nose pliers 
; '3/, Plug socket V2 x /,, Ratcheting ring spanner Hand Box and Carry Tray. 


pe ee ee ee eee ee ee ee es 
All Hilka tools are covered by an unconditional Please send me the TANUCKA professional toolkit. 
guarantee which is an assurance of their quality. A I enclose cheque/PO for £54.75 + £5 p&p 


Remember - if purchased separately the | Name 
recommended retail price would be £102.50. 


i Address 
i or debit my Barclaycard/Diners Club/Access/American Express "er 
paae Oa ol 
Allow 28 days for delivery. 
328 Carshalton Road, Carshalton, Surrey a 


Whatever you’re thinking of buying you'll find it better to buy now 
with the help of an AA Members’ Loan. 

* You can buy now, at today’s prices. ‘These days waiting while you 
save isn’t prudent any more. It simply means having to pay a new higher 
price .. . 1f your savings run to it. 

* You can shop around with all the advantages of paying cash. 

* You spread the cost by equal monthly instalments. 

* Your instalments are lower than under a standard Mercantile 
Credit personal loan plan because you enjoy a special reduced rate of 
interest arranged exclusively for AA members. 

* This rate is fixed for the whole term of the loan, so your payments 
cannot change — you know exactly where you stand. 

Save time by using the form opposite to apply for your loan now. We 
promise you a speedy answer. 

How much? How long? The minimum initial loan is £200 and the 
maximum £5,000 and usually repayment can be spread over periods of up 
to five years, even longer for more costly home improvements. 


AA members 


All loans are subject to compliance with government controls; for 
example, the maximum loan on a motor car is two thirds of the cost and the 
longest repayment period is 24 months. 

Apply now. Below are tables at the current rate of interest which 
will help you decide on the loan which suits you best. 

Complete the application form opposite and post it to Mercantile 
Credit FREEPOST, P.O. Box No.75, London WC2B 5XA . . . no stamp is 
needed. You will receive a personal cheque within a few days of your loan 
being approved. 


The table below shows the monthly repayments, total amounts 
payable and annual percentage rate of charge for specimen loans over 
selected periods and is representative of current terms. Figures specific to 
the loan you require will be given before you agree to any offer we make. 
The table shows current rates, which are subject to change, and the 
relevant rate will be notified at the time any offer is made. This rate is then 
fixed for the whole repayment period. 


AA MEMBERS’ LOAN MONTHLY REPAYMENT TABLES 
The annual percentage rate of charge for credit is shown marked ‘APR’ in each case 


Interest on amount of loan: 


12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS 
APR 29.3% APR 29.2% 


sere 


1-2 years — 14.5% flat for each 12 months 


36 MONTHS 
APR an 5% 


3-5 years —15% flat for each 12 months 


48 MONTHS 60 MONTHS 
APR 28.7% 


ape 


APR Att 


ion ‘otal Monthly ota Monthly ont ota Monthly ont! i fos 
repayable repayable repayable repayable repayable 


Ref: AD10411 (3/80) 


Application Form 
Post to: Mercantile Credit Co. Ltd., FREEPOST, PO. Box No.75, London WC2B 5XA. 


Surname DEFT: SERIAL NO. CHECK DIGIT 


Married) Single L) (Tick as applicable) Date of birth Occ. Code Eo Eee 


Nationality AA Membership No. 


Are you in good health? YES LJ NOL) No. of dependent children Purpose of loan (give details) 


Full postal address 


Postal Code Tel. No. Total cost of goods or service £ 


How long at present address? Amount of cash required £ 


Owner CL] Tenant LJ House [J Flat 1) Rooms () Living with parents 1] Repayment period required in months 


Profession or trade Average net monthly take-home pay (i.e. after deduction of Income Tax, 


N.H.1. Contributions, etc.) £ monthly 
Name of employer 


Any other income £ monthly 
Business address 


Please submit your latest P60 or other annual advice or at least two 
monthly/weekly pay slips. 


How long in their employ? Mortgage payments/Rent 2 monthly 

Bankers Credit payments £ monthly 

Bankers address (in full) Any other regular payments £ monthly 
Give details 


Do you hold a Barclaycard? YES LJ NOL) 


We submit this proposal to you for a loan of £.............. and V/We warrant the accuracy of the replies. You may make all the enquiries necessary to enable you to 
consider this application and from time to time disclose to the National Credit Register details in respect of this transactidn excluding any information relating to 
income. If you need to clarify any information, in the application form, or obtainmy agreement tothe amendment of any documents, please regard this as a formal 
request to visit me at my home. It is understood that you reserve the right to decline this application without stating a reason. Membership of the Automobile 
Association or a previous or current account with Mercantile Credit do not of themselves ensure acceptance. 0 ”) 3 
ere Ie are ee eee es ee a DATE 


Mercantile Credit Company Ltd. Registered Office: Elizabethan House, Great Queen Street, London WC2B 5DP. Registered No. 290277 England. 
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To our extreme disappointment we are compelled to 
announce that so far at the Show we have not signed any 
contracts running into millions of pounds. 


Other firms seem able to do it, but we can't. Can it 
be that our Sales Manager is always off our Stand 
when these anxious buyers are floating round ? 


Never mind. 


We're working night and day and our “ Kestrels” are 
winning golden opinions wherever they go, and 1933 
is going to be a good one for Jowett owners and 
for Jowett Cars Ltd. 


Get our Catalogue. You'll like it! 
Prices from £135. Tax £7, 


JOWETT CARS LTD., IDLE, BRADFORD 
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Somewhere West of Laramie 


OMEWHERE west of Laramie there's a broncho-busting, 

steer-roping girl who knows what I'm talking about. She can 

tell what a sassy pony, that's a cross between greased light- 
ning and the place where it hits, can do with eleven hundred pounds 
of steel and action when he's going high, wide and handsome. 


The truth is—the Playboy was built for her. 

Built for the lass whose face is brown with the sun when the day 
is done of revel and romp and race. 

She loves the cross of the wild and the tame. 

There's a savor of links about that car—of laughter and lilt and 
light—a hint of old loves—and saddle and quirt. It's a brawny 
thing—yet a graceful thing for the sweep o' the Avenue. 


ASHLEY 
Step into the Playboy when the hour grows dull with things gone 
dead and stale. 


Then start for the land of real living with the spirit of the lass who 
rides, lean and rangy, into the red horizon of a Wyoming twilight. 


JORDAN 


WE ARE COMING 
IN THE CHRYSLER! 


We shall not mind the rails and cobbles along the docks—(springs 
mounted in live rubber, shot sivacbert, ody bull, Leng aa 
low—for steadiness !) 


Out on to the great white road we shall shoot like a rocket— 
(‘Silver Dome’ engine, six cylinders, seven crankshaft bearings !) 


Up, up the mountsin side a hundred miles ahead we shall flash 
(crankcase ventilation keeping the engine cool and clean !) 


Down again into the valley beyond we shall sweep, like a bird, 
without fear—(brakes hydraulic, self proportioning !) 


We shall not be tired when we reach you. 

We shall not be late. 

We are coming in the Chrysler ! 

Three grest 6-cylinder ranges—Chrysler Imperial 80, Chrysler 75, 
Chrysler 65! The four-cylinder Plymouth —also by Chrysler! Chrysler 
cars of every type and price. See the models in the dealers’ showrooms. 


KRW GARDENS SURKFY 


WRITE beta EXTALesuNs : Scns bth neh babes LTD 


A Ashley Havinden, 1929 = Giese 

Towards the end of the 1920s, there was a good eal 0} mpat nce wit 
order’ and a breaking away from t ings of the $ 
noticeable than in the motor industry nickels gave me, tourit 


It was the dawn of a new age,’ oe 's Bae New World 
sacrificed upon the altar oF fC H: en's ¢ 
s¢ freee ding] suc $s fu 


puss ‘go to work on an egg’ 
ogans become the material for 

e delight of their original sponsors. *Pu r tar 
to carpe of the 20th ¢ century - cares nothing oe is 0 


ars a a tiger still featu o ads 
has become old that tiger’. 


| How to open your garage door 
_without SE your car 


{ aaa. 


ye The National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham has 
its own smart new Railway Station with direct 
undercover access. 


SouAnrcarve yourself sity wetting there take the Liftboy! Sit in your car. Press the button on your hand 
train to Birmingham International station. held transmitter - and your garage door opens or 
closes itself. Magic. The radio control triggers off a 


There will be many additional fast Inter-City trains from unique screw drive which works 


London Euston and selected provincial 


centres, direct to Birmingham International. ci on most up-and-over doors, Phone 
reeietay whatever the size. So forget the Bis iealpaa se 
Save time and trouble with a combined travel drag of garage doors. Liftboy today for 
and show admission ticket, valid from 18-26 olesite 
Occhet keeps you dry, warm and safe. ¢ re 
Nee Automatically. annie 
pk tforget ayant i pie y ee details Exhibition Is there one button missing in your car? 
of services and facilities at British Rail stations Contact Liftboy for doors and gates 
or appointed travel agents. \ 
| LIFTBOY LIMITED ys PuUS SETTING, 
aoe e 46a MARLBOROUGH ROAD, WHE 
Chi th the train ae a LONDON N22 4NN : aye nog: 
S 1S age of € t TELEPHONE: 01-881 0011 Local agents throughout the UK 


The chart on the right demonstrates 

the value of NOSKYDS to motorists Can be fitted without 
needing mobility during the Lcslthdd wheels or jacking 
Winter months. 


4 Cowal — stows in 
NOSKYDS were invented and 


proved in the Alps, and are 
already used by companies Tungsten carbide studs give 


é = excellent lateral grip as 
and private motorists well as good traction on 


throughout Europe. They come snow and ice 


poe lete with eeoy. “Stow case Quiet running characteristics 
and are now available from ae 
car accessory outlets in the UK. | Use onpart-covered 
roads, patches of ice wk Prolonged use on uncovered 


and snow on surface hoc hae best avoided 
strong, flexible, 


blue saa pe) 


Non-rusting — will last a 
lifetime 


NOSKYDS are ideal for police See them at your garage 
and public services, doctors, or accessory dealer 
veterinary surgeons, NOW, or contact sole UK 
delivery vans, etc. agents — 

EUROTYRES Ltd. 
lf you depend upon mobility Station Road, 
in the snow, then you can liminster, Somerset 
depend upon NOSKYDS. liminster (04605) 3011 


42 


The Highway Code 

One of the best sellers of all time. Includes 
all the latest Highway Code procedures. 
72 pages Illustrated 

ISBN 0 115504338 25p 


Know Your Traffic Signs 

All the signs and symbols you're likely to 
meet. Vital companion to The Highway 
Code. 44 pages Illustrated 

ISBN 0115503102 60p 


Driving: The Department of Transport 
Manual 

Designed for those who take their driving 
seriously. Answers many queries about 


technique and gives authoritative guidance. 


230 pages Illustrated 
ISBN 0115503552 £2.25 


NORFOLK 
HOLIDAY 
CHALETS 


Waveney Valley Holiday Village 


AA Recommended 


Chalets sleep 4-6 people. 3 miles 
from Gt. Yarmouth. Close to 
River Waveney. From £35 to £97: 
per week Including Linen and 
cancellation fee. 


For Brochure: 
Send S.A.E. to Mr. E. Boarder, 

92 Spruce Avenue, 

Ormesby St. Margaret, 

Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk NR29 3RQ 
Phone: Gt. Yarmouth 730320 


vehicle rustproofing 


DINOL (CAR CARE) U.K. LTD. Commerce House, Stuart Street, Luton, Beds, LU1 5BY. 


BUY FROM THE BIGGEST! 
SEWCRAFT 
SEWING MACHINES 


DISCOUNTE 


5 % off R.R.P.on 


NEW SEWING & 
KNITTING MACHINES 


The largest distributors in 
the UK of Frister & Rossmann, ; 
Viking-Husqvarna, Necchi, 

| Pfaff & Elna sewing machines 
| We also stock and recommend 
Bernina, Toyota, Jones, Knitmaster, | 
Novum, New Home, Singer and Riccar. 


ae ee HIGHEST DISCOUNT at 
IN THE — We guarantee we are 
] never paraded undersold by any | 
other bone-fide Sewing Machine 
] Agent in the UK. 
@ Mail Order or visit our huge modern 


| showrooms — the most up to the minute 
in the UK. ® Send for our colour 
| catalogue and discount prices list to j 
Dept. DR at our Thames St. branch or 
J phone 01-546 5454/01-748 0808 or 5511 
01-549 3801 ® PART EXCHANGES 
j welcome ® Dependable after-sales 
service ® Makers full Guarantees @Full 
I demonstration facilities @ Immediate | 
Free delivery in UK. 
j HAMMERSMITH: 150-150a King St, London 
| W6. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 Thur 9-1. KINGSTON: 


34-36 Thames St, Kingston-on-Thames, 
Surrey. Mon-Sat9-5.30 


Easy parking both branches. 


Can you be sure (despite 
every effort by the 
manufacturer) that your new 
car will remain rust-free? 
You can’t. And it won't! 

30 years experience in the 
worst of Sweden’s weather, 
(and subsequently across 
most of the world!) gives us ~ 
the know-how to combat rust 
by prevention. Visit your 

local DINITROL CENTRE ~ 
and get the facts about the — 
most thorough rustproofing ~ 
you will find anywhere — 
WORLD-WIDE. 


See us in YELLOW PAGES or ask the 
opérator to connect you to Freefone 236 
for details of your nearest centre. 
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(rest Hotels 


AA membership now entitles you to take advantage of 
an exclusive arrangement between the AA and Crest Hotels. 
If you hold a valid Membership Certificate you are now 


entitled to: : 
*  bookadouble or twin room at the normal single rate at 
any time of the week. 


*K receive a 10% discount wherever Crest Hotels 
: offer special rates at weekends under their Welcome 
Breaks scheme. 
K receive free accommodation at weekends (Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights) for up to 3 children under 
the age of 14 years accompanying parents. 


This offer operates in 50 Crest Hotels and a leaflet giving 
full details of the scheme is available from all AA Service 
Centres and Crest Hotels. 

With an offer like this can you afford not to be an AA 
member? 


IT PAYS TO HAVE THE BEST 


